
12,000-10,000 Before 
Present Paleo-Indians quarry 
novaculite in the Ouachita 
Mountains for tools and 
weapons. 

1803 The Louisiana Purchase 
makes the Ouachita region part 
of the United States. 

1804-5 Hunter-Dunbar team 
explores the area and prepares 
report for President Jefferson. 

1820 Arkansas Territory asks 
Congress to reserve the hot 
springs for public use. 

1830 Asa Thompson builds the 
first bathhouse near today's 
Fountain Street. 

Rain and melted snow trickle into cracks 
in brittle rock (novaculite and chert) along 

the ridges of the Ouachita Mountains. 
Gravity pulls the water slowly downward 

through a network of cracks in Earth's 
rock crust. The rock temperature increases 
with depth and the water emerges from 
the springs at an average temperature of 
143° F (62° C). When the water reaches a 

major fault on the west slope of Hot 
Springs Mountain, pressure propels it 

upward. The hot spring water does not 
result from a volcanic process. Its 

roundtrip journey-from the recharge 
zone along the mountain ridges to the 
park-takes over four thousand years. 
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1832 President Andrew Jackson 
signs legislation to establish Hot 
Springs Reservation. 

1836 Arkansas becomes the 
nation's 25th state. 

1849 The Department of the 
Interior (DOI) is established and 
the reservation placed under its 
control. 

1877 Benjamin Kelley is named 
first reservation superintendent. 
He orders people to leave make­
shift camps and directs the open­
ing of the first free government 
bathhouse. 

1883 Construction begins on a 
stone archway enclosing Hot 
Springs Creek. 

1887 Army and Navy General 
Hospital opens. 

1892 Work begins on the formal 
entrance to the reservation and 
to Whittington Park. 

1901 To protect the thermal 
water and retain heat, a water 
collection and distribution system 
is installed and all springs are 
enclosed. 

1911 DOI requires that wooden 
bathhouses must be replaced 
with safer, more sanitary mason­
ry structures. 

1914 Oertel Fitness Trail network 
for prescribed exercise is built on 
Hot Springs Mountain. 

1916 National Park Service is 
established and the reservation 
placed under its control. 

1921 The reservation is named a 
national park. 

1925 The park begins managing 
Gulpha Gorge Campground. 

1938 Congress expands the park 
boundary by over 4,000 acres. 

1947 In this peak year, bathers 
took more than 1 million baths. 

Hydrotherapy offered treatment for condi­
tions such as arthritis or rheumatism and even 

stress or immune disorders, before modern 
advancements in medicine. Therapies includ­
ed whirlpool baths, massages, and mercury 

rubs. Though the water held no magical cure, 
such treatments offered some relief for 

patients who were suffering and in desperate 
need of help. Treatment in "America's First 
Resort" often served as patients' last resort 

for healing. 

1962 The Fordyce becomes the 
first bathhouse on Bathhouse 
Row to close as interest declines 
and operating costs increase. 

1974 Bathhouse Row is listed in 
the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

1985 The Lamar closes. The 
Buckstaff is the only bathhouse 
on the row that remains open. 

1987 Bathhouse Row is named a 
National Historic Landmark. 

1989 The Fordyce reopens 
as the park visitor center 
and museum. 

2004-present The park 
begins a new leasing pro­
gram and partners with 
business owners to restore 
and reopen the bathhouses. 
While two continue to offer 
bathhouse services, others 
have been adapted for new 
purposes. 

HABITAT 

The spring water carries particles of 
calcium carbonate that, over millennia, 
built up porous, soft rock (tufa) around 

many spring openings. 
Delicate plants and microscopic life forms 
(thermophiles) live in and near the hot, 

mineral-rich springs. 

Woodland stonecrop has 
fragrant white flowers. 
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BATHHOUSE ROW 

To protect public safety, 

the federal government 

stopped renewing leases 

for fire-prone wooden 

bathhouses in 1911. The 

structures that you see 

here today are built of 

stone or brick. 
UBRARV OF CONGRESS 

SUPERIOR 
1916 

The smallest bathhouse on 
the row, it offered 

affordable hydrotherapy 
and massages. 

Hot Springs National Park, 50 miles 
southwest of Little Rock, straddles a 
horseshoe-shaped ridge formed by 
Sugarloaf Mountain (north), Music 
Mountain (west), and West, Hot Springs, 
and North mountains (south). 

Vehicles use US 270, US 70, and AR 7. 
Find parking at meters or paid lots near 
the park. Two airports provide air service. 
Taxis and buses offer ground transport. 

Visit the park website for information 
about programs and tours. Request 
signed or guided group tours at least 
two weeks in advance. 

ACCOMMODATIONS At Gulpha Gorge 
you'll find 40 campsites (your stay may 
not exceed 14 days per year), grills, picnic 
tables, and electric and water hookups, 
but no showers. No advance reservations; 
call the park for availability. Camp only 
at campsites. You can also find lodging in 
the city and at nearby lakes; call Hot 
Springs Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
1-800-SPA-CITY. 

RECHARGE ZONE 
Cracks in the outcroppings of 

novaculite and chert along the 
ridges trap rainwater and 

channel it downward. It 
eventually emerges as hot 

spring water. Changes in land 
use in the recharge zone out­

side the park (right) could 
redirect the water and 

interrupt the cycle. 
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HALE 
1892 

The oldest surviving 
bathhouse on the row, the 

Hale has a sauna in a 
thermal cave carved from 

the mountainside. 
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Thermal fountain 
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FORDYCE 
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1922 

A third-floor lounge has a 
stone fireplace, 

painted mura , stained 
glass skylight, and an 

expansive view of the row. 

The elegant Fordyce houses 
the park visitor center. 

Many of the rooms have 
been restored to their 

original state. 

A tiled dome crowns a 
decorative scheme with an 

American Indian motif, 
scallop shells, and fish. 

Former 
Army & Navy 
General Hospital 
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Zone 
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SAFETY Use caution when walking or 
cycling on park roads• Always wear seat 
belts. • Vehicles longer than 30 feet are 
prohibited on Hot Springs Mountain Drive. 
• Wear sturdy shoes, and watch for poison­
ous plants, stinging insects, ticks, and 
snakes. • Stay hydrated in hot weather. 
• Store your valuables out of sight in parked 
vehicles. • Do not enter caves, crevices, or 
mineshafts. • To reach a law enforcement 
ranger cal I 888-692-1162. 

REGULATIONS Vehicles, bicycles, skate­
boards, scooters, and skates are prohibited 
on sidewalks and trails. • Build fires only in 
grills. • Leash your pets and clean up after 
them. • Obtain permits for weddings or 
events. • All wildlife is protected in the 
park. Federal law prohibits removing plants, 
animals, rocks, or other natural or historic 
features. • Report vandalism to a ranger or 
the visitor center. • For firearms regulations 
check the park website. 

ACCESSIBILITY We strive to make our 
facilities, services, and programs accessible 
to all. For information go to the visitor 
center in the Fordyce, ask a ranger, call, or 
check our website. 

EMERGENCIES CALL 911 

MORE INFORMATION 
HOT SPRINGS NATIONAL PARK 
101 Reserve St. 
Hot Springs, AR 71901 
hosp_park_information@nps.gov 
501-620-6715, TTY 501-624-2308 
www.nps.gov/hosp 

Hot Springs National Park is one of over 400 
parks in the National Park System. To learn 
more about national parks, visit www.nps.gov. 
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Hot Springs Creek flows In a, 
tunn~I under Bathhouse Row. 

OZARK 
1922 

Sculpted mythical creatures 
hold urns of water, 

encouraging passersby to 
sarpple the healing waters. 

BUCKSTAFF 
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LAMAR 
1923 

The Lamar offered marble 
bathtubs of 

different lengths for 
greater comfort. 

SPRINGS 

ADMINISTRATION 
1936 

Built as park headquarters, 
it was never a bathhouse. 
A fountain greets visitors 
who enter the park from 

the south. 
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Hot Springs Civic and 
Convention Center and 
Summit Arena CITY 

Ozark chinquapin 
MISSOURI DEPT OF CONSERVATION/ 
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Red-eared slider 
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Off-street parking is abundant; 
privately owned parking lots are 
located across from and to the 
south of Bathhouse Row. 
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