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SOME ACCOUNT OF THE HOT SPRINGS OF AFJCANSAS

Commu.iicated ih a letter from A. J. Wright, esq.

to Dr. Samuel A. Cartv/right, asking for information.

Tha New Orleans Medical and Surgical Journa}., Vol.17:796-808
1860-61

(Dr. Cartwright aaya that he has been in the habit of
requesting intelligent patients, willing to take the
trouble, whom he sends to the various watering places,
to communicate to him an account of the effects of
the water upon them, and whatever other truths they
may extort from Nature by their own experience and
observation, with a view of adding something, to the
general stock of medical knowledge, vihich is very de
ficient in regard to American medicinal springs. He
thinks this letter of Mr. Wright contains more useful
information in regard to the Hot Springs of Arkansas
than any account heretofore published. Ed.)

Hot Springs, Arkansas.

Dr. Samuel Cartwright, New Orleans, Louisiana:

Dear Sir - The trip to this place, except in midsumme-r,
is not an unpleasant one. There are tri-v^eekly first-class
packets running to Napoleon, and confortable little boats
thence to Little Rock, whence extra coaches may at all times
be had to transport passengers by easy journeys, at reason
able prices, over good roads to the Springs,

In giving you so much of the information asked for as
I may be able, excuse me if I insert matters with which you
are already familiar.

On many of the old maps two ranges of mountains are
marked, running east and west, parallel and distant from
each other eighty to one hundred miles, but the whole west
ern and north-western part of the State is so thickly
studded with numerous hills as to resemble one vast moun
tainous tract or group of mountains, of which no geological
survey has ever been made. The whole abounds in minerals,
and especially in mineral springs. No doubt is entertained
but that the deep shafts, crumbled furnaces, and mining
implements found among them are the traces of DeSoto and
his followers. (See remarks,)
























