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Foreword

Often in the National Park Service, we speak of the power of a place. Like many of the special places
preserved and protected by the Service, Horseshoe Bend National Military Park speaks of the power of a
place and its stories to move us, inspire us, provoke us, and yes, even empower us.

As you look over the now-peaceful landscape of the battlefield from the top of Cottonpatch Hill, it is dif-
ficult to fathom how this bucolic Alabama viewshed could hold power other than its inherent beauty. But
nearly two hundred years ago, these rolling hills and woodlands were the site of a violent, bloody confron-
tation between the old and the new that marked the end of the power of the Creek Confederacy, the begin-
ning of the state of Alabama, and the beginning of a process that marked the removal of native tribes in the
Southeast. The battle of Horseshoe Bend directly resulted in the largest loss of Indian life in

a single battle between natives and the United States Army. It also resulted in the loss of twenty- three
million acres of Creek lands that would form part of the future state of Alabama and add to the existing
state of Georgia. That March day would also give rise to the career of a future President of the United
States. Andrew Jackson’s success at Horseshoe Bend led him to a regular Army assignment as commander
of the Seventh Military District — which included New Orleans. His election as President led us to redefine
our ideas of government with the advent of “Jacksonian democracy.” But for the Creeks and other tribes
east of the Mississippi, including his Cherokee and Creek allies at Horseshoe Bend and Choctaw allies at
New Orleans, his Presidency meant their final removal from their ancestral lands to unfamiliar lands in the
West.

But it is not just Horseshoe Bend’s stories and place that have power. The idea that Horseshoe Bend is a
place that inspires and provokes us enough to want to preserve and protect it is a powerful concept. This
idea was ingrained enough in several individuals in the mid-twentieth century that it empowered them to
literally change the course of a river in order that we may appreciate and learn from the landscape today.
The story of Judge C.J. Coley, Thomas Martin and other members of the Horseshoe Bend Battle Park Asso-
ciation and their struggles to preserve this landscape gives us an appreciation for the true power of place.

Many people made this report possible. In a truly collaborative effort, the Southeast Region Cultural Re-
sources Division and the interpretive staff at Horseshoe Bend National Military Park were instrumental

in the researching, writing, and reviewing of the document, with especial emphasis on the contributions

of Beth Byrd from the SER Cultural Landscapes Branch and Ove Jensen of the park interpretive staff. In
addition to these dedicated NPS staff, Dr. Kathryn H. Braund of Auburn University, a recognized expert
on Creek culture and a dedicated park partner has provided a great deal of research and knowledge to the
story of Horseshoe Bend. We appreciate the contributions of all who have made this important aid in man-
aging and preserving the resources at Horseshoe Bend National Military Park possible.

Doyle W. Sapp

Superintendent

Horseshoe Bend National Military Park
February 2013
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Introduction

Management Summary

Horseshoe Bend National Military Park is a unit

of the National Park Service (NPS) in Tallapoosa
County, Alabama preserving 2,040 acres that in-
clude the site of the Battle of Horseshoe Bend, the
last major battle of the Creek War. Horseshoe Bend
contains the battlefield, the site of two Creek vil-
lages, and modern park facilities. The park is one of
only four NPS sites primarily preserved for the his-
tory of the War of 1812 and was the first national
park unit added in the state of Alabama.!

An Act of Congress on July 25, 1956, established
Horseshoe Bend National Military Park (NMP)

to commemorate the final decisive battle of the
Creek War (1813-1814) that took place on March
27,1814.2 The Battle of Horseshoe Bend ended
the war between the Red Sticks, a hostile faction
of Creek Indians and the United States govern-
ment. Along the Tallapoosa River, one-thousand
Red Sticks, barricaded behind a log breastwork,
defended a horseshoe-shaped peninsula against
Andrew Jackson and his Tennessee militia, the 39
U.S. Regiment, and allied Cherokee and Creek
soldiers. Prior to and during the battle, the refugee
village of Tohopeka occupied the southern-most
portion of the peninsula. The battle lasted only a
day, but Tohopeka was destroyed and along with
the remains of Newyaucau, south of the river, sur-
vive as archeological resources in the park.

Together the Horseshoe Bend battleground, arche-
ological sites, and the Tallapoosa River compose a
significant cultural landscape. Cultural landscapes
are defined as geographical areas, including both

1 Horseshoe Bend National Military Park joins Jean
Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve, Perry’s
Victory and International Peace Memorial, and
Fort McHenry National Monument and Shrine in
interpreting key places in the history of the War of
1812.

2 Public Law 800-84th Congress Chapter 729, Second
Session H.R. 11766. Congress authorized the park
as a unit of the National Park Service (NPS). The NPS
was designated to administer and develop the park
including the construction and maintenance of roads,
trails, markers, buildings, and other improvements.

cultural and natural resources and the wildlife or
domestic animals therein, associated with a histori-
cal event, activity, or person, or that exhibits other
cultural or aesthetic values.? This Cultural Land-
scape Report (CLR) for the Horseshoe Bend Na-
tional Military Park (HOBE) documents changes
to the cultural landscape and provides treatment
recommendations based on historic significance,
integrity and the needs of contemporary park
management.

Listed in the National Register of Historic Places
in 1966 with documentation completed in 1976,
Horseshoe Bend is significant under Criteria A

as a site associated with events that have made a
contribution to the broad patterns of American
history and under Criteria D as a site yielding, or
likely to yield, archeological information important
to prehistory or history. The nomination states the
period of significance as 1800-1899 (a generalized
time frame used in early nomination forms). The
contributing resources listed in the nomination
include structural and archeological features from
the historic era, the commemorative period, and
the early twentieth century. Within the horseshoe-
shaped curve of the Tallapoosa River is preserved
the hallowed ground that brought an end to the
Creek War and helped launch Andrew Jackson into
national prominence.

The upcoming bicentennial of the battle prompted
an assessment of the cultural landscape. The park
has a small staff sharing collateral duties and no
cultural resource management documents to date.
The CLR for Horseshoe Bend NMP defines an
overall treatment strategy and outlines specific
recommendations for character-defining landscape
features on the battlefield.

3 Page, Robert R., Cathy A. Gilbert, and Susan A. Dolan.
A Guide to Cultural Landscape Reports: Contents,
Process, and Techniques. Washington, D.C.: National
Park Service, 1998.



INTRODUCTION

Study Boundaries

Horseshoe Bend National Military Park is located
in Tallapoosa County in east central Alabama. The
park is accessed from State Highway 49 and en-
compasses 2,040 acres. Dadeville, the closest town,
is twelve miles to the south and Alexander City,

the county seat, is eighteen miles west. The park
forms a roughly square shape with the southeast
corner stepped back to align with the preexisting
grid of adjacent land holdings. The cultural land-
scape addressed in this report consists of the entire
park and includes the location of the battle that
took place on March 27, 1814, the site of Newyau-
cau, and the approaches and positions of the U.S.
troops before and during the battle.

The study area north of the Tallapoosa River
consists of the battlefield, the Tohopeka village
site, park housing, a maintenance area, the visitor
center, a tour road and an interpretative trail. A
small island, the position of Bean’s militia during

i e

Shilah NMP

Nt ok 5 - 17 1

- = — gt "\-__

- Gualf Island NS
.

FIGURE 1. Regional location map.

the battle, is embraced by the river. The river also
preserves the ruins of the Miller Bridge piers. To
the south of the Tallapoosa, the site of Newyaucau
village and the position of Coffee’s defense are
protected by the NPS with limited public access.
Fire roads are interspersed under second-growth
forests.

Historical Summary

Horseshoe Bend began as a natural landscape

2 Horseshoe Bend Cultural Landscape Report

along the riverbank of the Tallapoosa and was first
occupied over 1,000 years ago. For thousands of
years before that, prehistoric people hunted, gath-
ered, and traversed the land, eventually beginning
cultivation and establishing trade routes and settle-
ments. Though Archaic, Woodland, and Mississip-
pian cultures each occupied the bend over time,
the historic Creek village Newyaucau was not
established until 1777. This Muskogee town in the
heart of Upper Creek territory was destroyed in
1813 during the Creek War.* Tohopeka was estab-
lished as a refugee village on the opposite bank of
the river. As white settlers pushed westward and
in-fighting over methods of assimilation increased
between factions of the Creek Nation, violence
erupted. The Creek War began as a series of small
engagements between Creeks that soon led to bat-
tles with white settlers and eventually, the Federal
government. A massacre at Fort Mims in south-
western Alabama in the summer of 1813 pressed the
U.S. into action.

The Battle of Horseshoe Bend occurred March
27,1814, when Andrew Jackson led his Tennessee
militia, the U.S. 39th regiment, and allied Cherokee
and Creek fighters to positions surrounding the
horseshoe-shaped peninsula against entrenched,
warring Creek known as Red Sticks. A heavily
defended breastwork at Tohopeka crossed the nar-
rowest portion of the peninsula landscape and the
Red Sticks defended the position against artillery
fire throughout the morning. Cherokee fighters
crossed the river in stolen canoes and attacked
Tohopeka before Jackson’s men advanced toward
the barricade. A dual-attack from the front and rear
carried the position for the United States and the
Red Sticks suffered a disasterous defeat.

Horseshoe Bend NMP preserves the last major
battle of the Creek War in which Jackson decisively
ended the Creek resistance to westward expansion
and assimilation. The park interprets the historic
Creek nation, the changing relationships that led to
the Creek War, and the Battle of Horseshoe Bend.
Interpretation connects the battle to the Creek War
within the context of the War of 1812 and the later
career of Andrew Jackson.

The Treaty of Fort Jackson and cession of Indian
land following the battle promised some rights to
the remaining Creeks. However, white settlement
only increased and in 1819, Alabama established
statehood. The Horseshoe Bend landscape became

4 Historians suggest the village was named for the Treaty
of New York signed in 1790. A New York loyalist may
have travelled through the area and named the town
prior to the treaty signing.
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FIGURE 2. Park brochure map, HOBE.

farmland and remained in corn and cotton cul-
tivation with some later mining operations, until
the mid-twentieth century. Despite the historic
significance of the site and a commemoration in
1914, Alabama Power proposed a dam project
on the Tallapoosa River that would have flooded
the battlefield and site of Tohopeka. Preservation
edged out the hydroelectric project and the park
was established in 1956.

The establishment of Horseshoe Bend NMP
coincided with Mission 66, a National Park Service
initiative to revitalize the system by updating and
modernizing park facilities. The ten-year program
ended in 1966 on the fiftieth anniversary of the
NPS and focused on accommodating an increasing
number of visitors. A visitor center, park buildings,

and designed park tour road remain from this de-
velopment period. The park continues to interpret
the Battle of Horseshoe Bend.

Scope of Work and
Methodology

A cultural landscape report is a comprehensive
document that records the historical development
of a site over time, changes made to the landscape,
and current landscape conditions. This principal
guide to treatment records characteristics, fea-
tures, materials, and qualities. The CLR examines

National Park Service 3



INTRODUCTION

historic significance based on criteria used by the
National Register of Historic Places and evaluates
the integrity of extant character-defining features.
Treatment articulates a long-term strategy for
preservation and outlines recommendations
specific to site management, stewardship, and
immediate park needs.

Resources for this Horseshoe Bend CLR include
park management documents, secondary historical
resources, and ethnographical research. Because
the battle took place on the western frontier of

the nascent United States, written documentation
of the period is scarce and gaps in the histori-

cal record remain. Letters from Andrew Jackson
and his officers reveal valuable descriptions of

the terrain that influenced the battle and the few,
yet-illustrative details of the attack, casualties, and
retreat.’ Park staft provided nineteenth-century
correspondence, later battle accounts, and a variety
of resources that analyze and interpret the out-
come of the battle.

Kathryn Braund, a Creek and Seminole historian,
authored and edited several books and studies on
the seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Creek
that were invaluable resources. Two Special His-
tory Studies contracted by the park, Warriors and
Society in the Creek War and the Battle of Horse-
shoe Bend and Towns and the Creek War 1813-
1814, provided detail and context to the Red Stick
story. Robbie Ethridge’s Creek Country: The Creek
Indians and Their World was vital to understand-
ing Creek life leading up to and resulting from the
Creek War. Struggle for the Gulf Borderlands: The
Creek War and the Battle of New Orleans 1812-
1815 by Frank Owsley, Jr. pieced together the
historic landscape within the context of war and
described the Creek War campaigns.

Archeological reports from the 1960s and 1970s
provided primary information on the subsurface
remains of Newyaucau, Tohopeka, and the barri-
cade site. Each report describes field work, dis-
coveries, and collections, while the Archeological
Overview and Assessment (2000) by the Southeast
Archeological Center (SEAC) summarizes and
clarifies all previous archeological research associ-
ated with Horseshoe Bend NMP. The Overview

5  Kathryn Braund, Warriors and Society in the Creek
War and the Battle of Horseshoe Bend, Special History
Study, 2003. p. 4-8. Braund describes the “official”
accounts from Jackson and his army as uniform and
biased, citing the prepared corroboration meant
to justify and glorify the actions of the U. S. Army.
Braund also notes that Creek accounts of the battle
were passed down from a respected source, but not an
eyewitness.

4 Horseshoe Bend Cultural Landscape Report

and Assessment details the physiography, geology,
vegetation, and prehistoric settlement patterns,
while synthesizing previous archeological work
and assessing the research needs of the park. Other
park documents include the Mission 66 Master
Plan and a Long Range Interpretative Plan.

Southeast Regional Office (SERO) staff recorded
existing conditions at the park in January and May
2010. The existing conditions of Horseshoe Bend
include a written, graphic, and photographic re-
cord of the landscape. Current Geographic Infor-
mation System (GIS) data provided the location of
landscape features and a base map was annotated
during field surveys with up-to-date conditions.
The site map was created in Adobe Illustrator from
GIS data, 2006 aerial photography, and field notes.
The author recorded the cultural landscape with
digital photography to provide a reference and
comparison to earlier images.

The analysis chapter of the CLR identifies the
landscape features and characteristics that convey
the significance of the landscape and retain aspects
of integrity. The historic significance of Horseshoe
Bend was documented in 1976, though the Nation-
al Register nomination covers only major monu-
ments, nineteenth-century archeological sites, and
the pier remains of Miller Bridge.® The analysis
and evaluation chapter of the CLR provides the
foundation for treatment recommendations. These
recommendations are in accordance with National
Park Service policy, including Director’s Order 28,
park management, and the Secretary of Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties
with Guidelines for Cultural Landscapes. Treat-
ment recommendations provide guidance for the
preservation and rehabilitation of the cultural
landscape to address a myriad of park issues and
the layered history of the site.

Summary of Findings

This CLR provides Horseshoe Bend with the iden-
tification of character-defining features, documents
historic and existing conditions, and develops
treatment recommendations to ensure the future
protection of the park and its natural and cultural
resources. The overarching treatment recommend-
ed for the historic landscape is preservation of all
identified cultural resources.

6  PMIS project 192899. The nomination is out-of-date
and new archeological sites and additional historical
contexts are needed to address the Miller Bridge piers.



Site History

This chapter examines the evolution of the cultural
landscape and presents an overview of the history
of Horseshoe Bend. The site history is based on
archeological reports completed since the 1960s
and secondary resources on Creek life, Andrew
Jackson, and the Battle of Horseshoe Bend. While
no written documentation survives from the
period before European contact, the details of
daily life and landscape patterns uncovered during
archeological survey and excavation provide an
early history of the area. The writings of William
Bartram describe the Creek people and landscape
just before the end of the eighteenth century and
census records, maps, and descriptions by United
State Indian Agent Benjamin Hawkins reveal the
turmoil on the frontier leading up to the Creek
War.!

Historic documents relating to the battle, such

as military accounts, correspondence, and
newspapers, though limited, identify important
landscape characteristics. The documentation
concerning the battle remains scarce, yet is crucial

to understanding the landscape on March 27, 1814.

Letters from Andrew Jackson to his family, Major
General Thomas Pinckney, and Governor Willie
Blount and a letter from General John Coffee to
Andrew Jackson remain the primary, first-person
accounts.? The Red Stick perspective on the Battle
of Horseshoe Bend survives only in later accounts
and archeological remains. This imbalance in the
historical record has skewed the interpretation of
the battle throughout history.

Early Settlement

The human history of Alabama spans thousands
of years, revealing a long occupation of land along

1 Braund, Towns and the Creek War, 1813-1814. Special
History Study, National Park Service, Unpublished,
2005, p. 4. Braund also cites James Adair and Caleb
Swan as period references.

2 All transcribed letters are available in .pdf format on
the Horseshoe Bend NMP website. (www.nps.gov/
hobe)

the Tallapoosa River. The river played an important
role in prehistoric transportation and patterns of
early land use. Together with the surrounding area,
the landscape conveys the broader prehistoric
cultural sequence of southeastern Indians living

in middle Alabama. Early prehistory remains less
documented than the events leading up to and
immediately following the Battle of Horseshoe
Bend, yet evidence remains of hunting, fishing,
settlement, and agriculture.

Paleo-Indian occupation in what is present-day
Alabama occurred between 10,000 and 8,000
BCE. Paleo-Indians traversed the region as
nomadic hunters and gatherers, traveling in small
bands and hunting large and small mammals.
Mobile populations migrated seasonally and
selected major river valleys to forage and hunt
during the Pleistocene era. Paleo-Indians lived

in extended families, interacting with nearby
groups for mating and exchanging information.
The central Tennessee Valley extending south into
Alabama contains one of the largest archeological
concentrations of Paleo-period projectile points,
yet the sparse population and mobile lifestyle

left no archeological record in the Horseshoe
Bend landscape.? While little material evidence
remains from this period, artifacts have been
located in surrounding counties, including several
fluted spear points, or Clovis points, identified in
Randolph County, east of Horseshoe Bend.

Southeastern Indians during the Archaic period
(8,000 BCE-1,000 BCE) succeeded the Paleo-
Indians and developed more complex social
organization. A major shift in the climate caused
glaciers to melt and sea-level rise to end during

this period, changing the composition of forests
around Horseshoe Bend. At the start of the Archaic
period, open spaces and coniferous forests were

a habitat for large animals before gradually being

3 Elizabeth de Grummond and Christine Hamlin,
Horseshoe Bend NMP Archeological Overview and
Assessment, SEAC Accession No. 1316, National Park
Service, 2000. p. 20.
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replaced with oak-hickory forests. The extinction
of large mammals at the end of the Pleistocene

era left an abundance of water fowl and deer to

be hunted. The atlatl, a tool developed by Archaic
people, added leverage and accuracy to spear
throwing. Localized hunting and advances in stone
tool technology together helped support larger
populations of Archaic Indians camped near the
Tallapoosa River and other water sources. Bands of
hunters increased in size during the Archaic period
while hunting territories reduced in size, allowing
for regional specialization.*

The Archaic period supported a less nomadic
culture than the Paleo-Indian and trade networks
developed alongside the beginnings of
horticulture. The economy of Archaic groups
shifted with social organization; meanwhile
regional trade increased the spread of non-native
plants and encouraged the beginnings of pottery
production. Early experiments in cultivation

began due to the diversity of the temperate
hardwood forests and abundance of small fauna.
This period is divided into shorter sub-periods
based on projectile point styles identified by
archeologists.’ Evidence of Late Archaic settlement
was discovered at Tohopeka and Newyaucau and
one projectile point was identified from the Middle
Archaic period.

The Woodland period (1,000 BCE- 900 AD)

spans a cultural shift from the nomadic hunting
and gathering of the Archaic period to the
sedentary farming and mound-building culture of
Mississippians that followed. While southeastern
Indian culture was continuous, the transition
between these two contrasting periods is based on
changes in subsistence agriculture, trading, and
social organization. The addition of crops and
more efficient hunting and gathering techniques
helped establish sedentary towns during the
Woodland period. Beans, squash, and maize were
grown on river floodplains. Woodland Indians
established their own vessel form and produced
ceramics with complex temper and decoration.
Ceremonial earthworks were constructed and local
trade included the exchange of non-native stones.

The establishment of villages and use of natural
features typifies this period. Seasonal settlements

4  deGrummond and Hamlin, p. 21.

5 Ibid. (http://www.nps.gov/history/seac/outline/03-
archaic/index.htm) Accessed June 3, 2010.

6 Horseshoe Bend Cultural Landscape Report

favored forested floodplains in the summer and fall
and uplands in the winter and spring. Woodland
Indians began sociopolitical groups based on
families and may have organized into chiefdoms

or other forms of society. Woodland sites were
surveyed in Lee, Randolph, and Tallapoosa
counties in Alabama and included ceramics from
the Alabama River, Chattahoochee River, and
Crooked Creek complexes. Archeologists have not
located any Woodland sites at Horseshoe Bend.

The Mississippians (900 AD- 1500 AD) marked
the most complex culture group of southeastern
Indians and expressed social organization in

a hierarchy of sites, farms, and ceremonial

centers. The Mississippians created massive
earthen mounds throughout the Midwest and

the Southeast, including great complexes at
Moundville on the Tuscaloosa River and Kolomoki
on the Lower Chattahoochee River. A reliance on
harvests limited settlements to the floodplains
near rivers. The Mississippians were highly
organized within a chiefdom political system and
shared iconography among different settlements,
though warfare was common.® The area along

the Tallapoosa was uninhabited for most of the
Mississippian period, though early ceramics
identified as Dadeville were located at Tohopeka by
Charles Fairbanks and suggest the river may have
been used seasonally.” During the Mississippian
period, the bend on the Tallapoosa was within the
region of the Lamar culture, identified by bold-
incised pottery and complicated stamp decoration.

Historic Indians

Southeastern Indian tribes in the historic period
included the Creek, Chickasaw, Cherokee,
Seminole, and Choctaw. The Creek were the
predominant tribe in Georgia and Alabama

and occupied land from the Atlantic Ocean to

the Alabama River, including the present-day
Horseshoe Bend NMP. Seminole tribes centered
in south Florida, while Chickasaw and Cherokee
bordered Creek lands to the west and north. To the
west were the Chickasaw and Choctaw. Leading
up to the Battle of Horseshoe Bend, the landscape
along the Tallapoosa River was considered

Creek.

6  http://www.cr.nps.gov/seac/outline/05-mississippian/
index.htm. Accessed May, 2010.

7 deGrummond and Hamlin, p.32.



In the second quarter of the sixteenth century,
Europeans began venturing into the hinterland

of North America. Hernando DeSoto and his
expedition that traversed the area between

1539 and 1542 brought an epidemic of disease
that reduced the native population throughout the
southeast.® These forays into areas yet unmapped
by whites also captured Indians for slave trade.
Raiders took women and children and sold them
to traders bound for the West Indies. The result of
such contact had a devastating effect on the native
people.? The combination of disease and slavery
drastically reduced the population during the
historic period, created instability and ultimately
reorganized regional alliances. Survivors banded
into new tribes and the remainder of shattered
groups integrated into what became known as the
Creek. As a result, the Creek confederacy united
to share beliefs and rituals common among the
formerly disparate tribes.

Creek

During the seventeenth century, the English met
Indians living along the Ocmulgee River, which
the English called Ocheese Creek and over time
began using the name “Creek” to refer to all groups
living along rivers and streams in Georgia and
Alabama.' The native people involved in the Creek
War are more accurately known as the Muskogee,
aname that refers to a common linguistic group
used by several ethnicities. These Okfuska groups
coalesced from descendants of the Mississippians
and refugees of tribes surviving disease and
slavery.!! The network of Muskogee groups, unified
by a similar language, included tribes of Muscogee,
Hitchittee, Uchee, Alabama, and Coosada. The
Muskogee confederacy functioned as a political
unit roughly divided into two groups, known
generally as the Upper and Lower Creek.

[W]hile united in kinship, Upper and Lower

Towns claimed different territory, held separate

councils, and, as [an] Upper Creek headsmen

8  De Soto traveled through central Alabama, but no
record indicates he visited the Tallapoosa River valley.

9  Robbie Ethridge, Creek Country: The Creek Indians
and Their World. Chapel Hill, N.C.: University of North
Carolina Press, 2003. p, 24.

10 Joel W. Martin, Sacred Revolt: The Muskogees’ Struggle
for a New World. Boston, MA: Beacon Press, 1991. P.
5-6.

11 Ethridge, p 26.
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noted, functioned as distinct “nations” or
political bodies. Reflecting this geographic and
political reality, the Coweta [and other groups]
on the [lower]| Chattahoochee came to be
called the Lower Creeks, while towns on the
Coosa and Tallapoosa watersheds [in northern
Alabama] were generally known as Upper
Creeks. 12

The Lower Creek lived on the Chattahoochee
River and along the Ocmulgee and Flint Rivers

in today’s Georgia. Their territory bordered
Choctaw tribes along the Tombigbee River and
extended south to the Gulf coast. Eight towns,
Coweta, Cussita, Owseechee, Chehaws, Uchee,
Apalachicola, Oconne, and Eufaule were located in
this expansive territory."

The Upper Creeks who settled in modern-day
Alabama established a number of Okfuska towns.
A French explorer inventorying towns identified
the Alabama, Tallapoosa, Abeika, and Coweta
areas. A later British explorer produced a similar
inventory and these two corresponding town lists
remain a primary source for Creek scholars. There
is no consensus among historians as to the local
distinctions between these groups, many with
different ancestors, languages, and ethnic alliances,
but Upper Creek towns along the Tallapoosa River
included Muccolossus, Cunhutkee, Fushatchee,
Coolome, Hoithlewaule, Ockfuskutchies, Otassee,
Saugahatchie, Savanna, Tuckabatchee, Euchie,
Tallassee, and Chavacleyhatchee.' Tuckabatchee
was the mother town on the Tallapoosa River and
together, the Coosa, Tallapoosa, and Alabama
Rivers marked the heart of Upper Creek territory.

The information available on the Creek relies
heavily on archeology and on the writings of
naturalist William Bartram, Indian agent Benjamin
Hawkins, and a few others.!®> Bartram recorded
details of topography, vegetation, lood events,

12 Braund, Towns and the Creek War, p. 2-3.

13 Ibid., p.15-16. The Lower Creek held claim to land from
Florida northward almost twelve hun