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URIDSD STATES PI-36
DEPARTENT OF THS INICRIOR
VATIOHAL PARK SERVICE
JORACE M. ALERIGHT TRAINING CHHTER
Grand Canyon, Arizona

A INTRODUCTICN TO INTERPRETATION

Service Folicy

The Service shall further, through interpretive preograms,
visitor understanding of the scenic, scientifie, and historic
features, such understanding being recognized as essential %o
full enjoyment and appreciation of arcas of the National Park
Systen.

Vihat It Means

A. To help visitors see, understand, end enjoy the values of
a MNational. Park.
B. It is the provocation of interest.

Effective Interpretation, According to Freeman Tilden

A. Tt should relate to something within the personality or
experience of the visitor.

B. It is revelation based on information.

C. It is a teachable art.

D. Its chief aim is not instruction, but provocation,

E. It should aim to present a whole,

F. A differeat epproach should be used for children.

Purpose and Objectives of Interpretation snd Tn' rrpretive
Progsrars

A. The purpose of the interpretive program is to help Service
in fulfilling its obligation in carrying out the uandste
of Congress in the National Park Act of Auvgust 25, 1916,
"to conserve the scenery and the natural and historic
objects and the wildlife therein, and to provide for the
enjoyment of the same in such mznner and by such means as
will leave them wmirpaired Tor the bdbanefit of future
generations."”

B. Immediate objectives

1. FIEnhance visitor enjoynent and make each visit a nen-
orable expericnce.

2. Provide hospitality and service to park visitor,
Courtesy.
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Stirulate visitors to get out into arca end enjoy the
park.

Arouse visitor curiosity and cdesire to explore new
ideas,

Encourage visitor to use powers of observation.

Iong range objectives

1.

Visitor Informetion:

To give highesst priority to strengthening visitor
inforration services as a necessary element of better
interpretatica.

Quality Interpretation:

To achieve th2 highest quality of interprctation based
on standards of professionzl interpretetion maintained
through critical and systematic eppraisal of the park
program,

Professional. Interpretation:

To insurc high standards of interpretive services
through conducet ol programs by professional interpreters
qualified in their subject fields and with full-time
responsibility for planning and executing interpretive
prograus.

Personzl Interpretation:

To maintain as fully as possible in the fece of in-
creasing park vce, inforuial personal interpretation,
including the strengthening of speesking skills.
Special Programs:

To reach a wider representation of park visitors through
special interpretive prosrams and fecilities for
familiee, young people, end for visitors from othur
nations. .

Interpretive Mecdia:

To improve the design and quality of museuvn, weyside,
and audio presentations, graphic and visual arts, cnd
other creative media of interpretetion znd inforrztion,
devaloping new methods end tools based on currcut
advances in technology.

Americena:

To expzid interpretive and preservation programs in
the fields of fmerican wmusic, art, handicrafts, folk-
lore, and other aspects of the Fetion's culbure, &nd
encourage participation by artists and crafisman of
the region.

The Public Bsyond the Puarks:

To comzunicate to the public at large the signiflcance
of the Nation's heritage as reprecented in its parks,
through talks, pudlications, graphic arts, and othzsr
extension services, with increased euwphasis on the use

“of televisiou and motion pictures.
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9. Couservation Education:
To work closely with schools, colleges, educational
associations, publishers, &nd other institutions
engaged in educutional processes to teach the relztion-
ships between man and his heritage as representved in
the National Fark System.

10. Iocal Coumunity Reletions:
To strengthen mutual understanding and coopsration be-
tween the park staff end neighboring coumunities.

11. Communicetion of Policy:
To comrunicate park policies and philosophy to the
public through infornational and interpretive media
at all levels of operetion.

General Princinles Underlying Intefpretive Frogran

Should be related priwarily to principal features of the
Park.

Must maintain presentztion on a high plane.

Should maintsin unity throughout National Fark System.
Should present nature as a vhole with interlocking parts
in proper perspective and relationship (Ecology vs. iden-
tification).

Kec¢p in mind to develop fuller understanding of Hational
Park System and its place in conserving natural and
historic resources,

Interpretation c¢an éo much to inspire public confidence in
Parkscape and the Long Range Requirerents program,

Use of the "real thing" rather then bLooks.

Qualities of the Interpretive Program

A.
B.

cl

Presentations should be informal but dignified.
Use accepted and proven devices,

L. Campfire and other talks.

2. Conducted trips (nature.walks, historic and archeol-
ogic tours).

Self-guiding trails and tours,
Visitor center exhibits.

Wayside exhibits - outdoors.
Audiovisval programs.

Libraries.

Publications (free and for sale).
Study collections and fact files.
Living deronsirations.
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Interpreters should encourage voluntary visitor partici-
pation but REVER pressure visitors to participate in
interpretive progranms.
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D. Presentations should be populer in eppsal-.-.not acelzmic,
E. Preograms nust be based cn findings of sound researcn.
F. Material must be accurate.
G. Presentations should be made by trained, experienced
personnel.,
H. Be alert to new approaches and devices that might be
vtilized effectively.
I. Characteristics of a capable internreter:
1. Likes people.
2. Has tact, diplomacy and good judgment.
3. Is a convincing speaker and an able writer.
Lk, Is willing to work many extra hours.
5. Knous how to operate photographic, projection, end tepe
recording equipment.
6. Xnows basic scientific or historic principles snd
techniques.
T. Is an effective plenner.
8. Mas administrative and supervisory potential.
9. Eas a real, living interest in natural history, history

or archeology.

Protectiion Through Intervpretation

A, Interpretation develops understanding, understanding -
generates interest &nd appreciation, appreciation stinu-
lates a desire to protect and preserve.

B. Interpretation points out situations and feztures in wvhich
protection is most needed.

C. Intexrpretation can be used to give visitors en understand-
ing of the Service's protection and maonagerent problems -
elk in Yellowstone.

D. Interpretation points out ways in wvhich visitors may
cooperate in forwarding Nation's conservation projects.

Guidelines Tor Effective Interpretation

"HPS Administrative Manvel," Voluwe IV
"National Park Service Field Manusl for Museuws," by Ned J. Burns
"Interpreting Our Meritage," by Frecian Tilden
IPS landbook Series:

"Museum Records Handhook"

"ITt's to be Published"

"Visitor Center Flanning" )

"Sign and Wayside Exhibit Handbook"

"Historic end Prehistoric Structures"

M"Ruins Stebilization"

"Netural History Research Hundbook"

"Interpretive Plenning Hendbook" (draft, 1965)



