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"But I prefer to think of Iowa as I saw it through 
the eyes of a ten-year old boy..filled with the 
wonders of Iowa's streams and woods, of the 
mystery of growing crops...days should be filled 
with adventure and great undertakings, with 
participation in good and comforting things." 

Herbert Hoover, m in ing engineer, humnni t . i r 
ian, statesman, and 31st President of the 
Uni ted States, was born August 10, 1874, in 
a simple t w o - r o o m cot tage in West Branch, 
Iowa. His Quaker fami ly had helped settle the 
t o w n , and the i r principles o f honesty, hard 
work, simplicity, and generosity guided Hoovei 
t h roughou t his l ife o f service t o the nat ion 
and the w o r l d . 

Herbert was the second of three children born 
to Jesse and Hulda Hoover. Jesse, a blacksmith 
by trade, sold his blacksmith shop and opened 
a farm implement business in 1879. The Hoov­
ers soon moved to a larger house on Downey 
Street, but they d id not enjoy their new pros­
peri ty fo r very long. Jesse died of a heart at­
tack in December 1880. By tak ing in sewing 
and economiz ing, Hulda was able t o save 
the money f r o m Jesse's insurance policy fo r 
her children's educat ion. A noted speaker in 
the Quaker communi ty , Hulda was o f ten 
called to nearby Meet ings. On one t r ip , in 
1884, she caught a cold tha t developed in to 
pneumonia and then typho id fever, wh ich 
caused her death . The chi ldren were sent to 
live w i t h various relatives. Herbert wen t to 
his A u n t Mi l l ie and Uncle Al lan Hoover on a 
f a rm near West Branch. 

When he was 11, Herbert was sent t o New 
berg, Oregon, t o live w i t h Hulda's brother, 

A Life of Public Service 

Dr. Henry John M in tho rn , and his fami ly Her 
bert a t tended the Friends Pacific Academy, 
where Dr. M in tho rn was super intendent . In 
1888 the fami ly moved t o Salem, and Herbert 
wo rked in the off ice of his uncle's Oregon 
Land Company. In 1891 Herbert entered the 
I ii si i lass of Stanford University in Palo A l to , 
Calif. He graduated In 1895 w i t h a degree in 
geology and wen t to work in the California 
go ld mines. In 189/ he jo ined a British f i rm 
and worked as a min ing engineer in Australia. 

On February 10, 1899, Hoover marr ied Lou 
Henry, w h o m he had met at Stanford. They 
had much in common: roots in Iowa, love of 
the outdoors, a sense of adventure, and col­
lege degrees in geology. They left immedi ­
ately fo r China, where Hoover cont inued his 
career. There, in 1900, the Hoovers survived the 
Boxer Rebellion, an uprising of Chinese nat ion­
alists. Hoover became a partner in Bewick, More-
ing and Co., in 1901. Known as the "doctor 
of sick mines," he circled the globe several 
times accompanied by his wi fe and two young 
sons. Hoover ret i red f r o m the company in 
1908 and established his o w n internat ional 
f i rm of engineer ing consultants based in 
London. In 1912, the Hoovers' English trans­
lat ion o f t he 16th-century Latin treatise on 
min ing, De Re Metallica, was publ ished; it re 
mains a standard reference work to this day. Mary, Herbert, and llieodote Hoover, 1881 
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"The great human advances have not 
been brought about by distinctly 
mediocre men and women. They were 
brought about by distinctly uncommon 
people with vital sparks of leadership." 

Flour sacks carried 
needed food to Europe. 
Hundreds of beautifully 
embroidered sacks were 
returned to Hoover in 
gratitude. 

Herbert Hoover exempli­
fied the ideal of Individ­
ualism and the self-made 
man. His expertise as a 
mining engineer made 
him a millionaire by age 
40. Having been raised 
in the Quaker traditions 
of being humane and 
generous to others, 
Hoover then embarked 
on a course of publu 
scrvi e loi the rest ol 
his life 

1914 
Helps Americans 
stranded in Europe re­
turn home at the out­
break of World War I; 
Chairman of Commis­
sion for Relief in Bel­
gium 

1917 
United States Food 
Administrator for Pres 
Idtnt Wilson 

1918-19 
Director General ol 
American Relief Admin­
istration; feeds 350 
mill ion people in 21 
countries 

1919 
Founder of the Hoover 
Institution of War, Rev­
olut ion, and Peace at 
Stanford University 

1921-28 
Secretary of Commerce 
for Presidents Warren 
G. Harding and Calvin 
Coolidge 

1929-1933 
31st President of the 
United States. Prac­
tices Good Neighbor 
Policy towards Latin 
America; signs London 
Naval Treaty; reforms 
Federal courts; creates 
Federal Farm Board 
and Veterans Admini­
stration, regulates 
stoi ks and securities; 

invenes onference 
on child health; in-
• leases a; reage ol 
national forests; ex 
pands National Park 
System 

1936-64 
Chairman of the Boys 
Clubs of America 

1946-47 
Plays key role in 
founding children's 
welfare organizations 
CARE and UNICEF 

1947-49 
Chairman of the 
Commission on 
Organization of the 
Executive Branch of 
the Government, first 

Hoover Commission, 
for President Harry S 
Truman 

1953-55 
Chairman of the sec­
ond Hoover Commis­
sion, for President 
Dwight Eisenhower 

1955-64 
Enjoys final years as 
a revered elder states­
man; dies f rom mas­
sive hemorrhaging of 
the stomach on Octo­
ber 20, 1964 

An Uncommon Partnership 

Herbert Hoover, 1921 Herbert, Jr., Lou, and Allan, 1912 

Hoover's humani ta r ian ef forts dur ing and 
af ter Wor ld War I and service as Secretary of 
Commerce made h im a highly respected f i g ­
ure. He easily w o n t h e Presidency in 1928, 
but the br igh t prospect o f his administ ra­
t i on was soon overshadowed by economic 
disaster. On October 29, 1929, the stock 
market collapsed, t r igger ing a depression 
t ha t forced FHoover's ideals in to conf l ict . 
Individualism demanded tha t pr ivate inst i tu­
t ions provide relief, bu t humani tar ianism 
called fo r federal a id . As a result, Hoover 
d id more than any previous President t o re­
lieve the widespread distress, paving the 
way fo r t he anti-depression New Deal mea­
sures. He in t roduced bank ing re form legisla­
t i on , created the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporat ion, developed an agr icul tura l cred­
it system, and convened an economic con­
ference to p romo te t rade and stabil ize cur­
rencies. It was no t enough . Hoover's popu ­

larity evaporated, and he lost t o Franklin D. 
Roosevelt in the 1932 elect ion. Hoover re­
t i red t o his Cal i fornia home and devo ted 
much t ime t o t he Hoover Inst i tu t ion. He 
ma in ta ined his interest in t h e we l fa re o f 
young people and once again worked on 
f o o d relief fo r European countries dur ing 
and after Wor ld War II. His f inal acts o f pub­
lic service were to head t w o commissions to 
make the Federal Government more eff icient. 

Hoover's journey a long w h a t he called the 
"sl ippery road o f publ ic l i f e " was no t t rav­
eled alone. A t his side was his w i fe , Lou. On 
March 28, 1874, Lou Henry was born in 
Water loo , Iowa, t o banker Charles Henry 
and his w i fe , Florence. The fami ly moved t o 
Cali fornia 10 years later. Lou was skil led in 
athletics and possessed an analytical m ind 
and an independent spirit. She was the f irst 
w o m a n t o graduate f rom Stanford w i t h a 

geology degree. Her marr iage to Herbert 
Hoover in 1899 began an adventure t ha t 
t ook t hem around the w o r l d and t o t he 
W h i t e House. Their sons, Herbert Jr., born 
in 1903, and Al lan, born in 1907, t raveled 
w i t h t h e m . 

Lou shared w i t h her husband the belief in 
t he equal i ty of all people and the desire t o 
help those in need, especially chi ldren. She 
was active in humani tar ian causes f rom food 
relief t o t he Girl Scouts. She designed the 
Hoovers' home in California on the Stanford 
campus, as wel l as Camp Rapidan, the presi­
dent ia l retreat in w h a t is n o w Shenandoah 
National Park. In the 1930s, she directed the 
restorat ion o f Herbert's b i r thplace cot tage. 
A f te r 1940 the Hoovers lived at the Waldor f 
Towers in New York City. Their partnership 
o f nearly 45 years ended w h e n Lou died on 
January 7, 1944, o f a heart attack. 

At Camp Rapidan, 1932 Lou Hoover, 1925 



Visiting West Branch 

'"My grandparents and my parents came here 
in a covered wagon. In this community they 
toiled and 'worshipped God...The most for/na­
tive years of my boyhood were spent here. My 
roots are in this soil." 

A t t h e t i m e o f Hoover 's b i r t h . Wes t Branch w a s a g r o w i n g c o m ­

m u n i t y o f a b o u t 350 peop le . By 1880 m o r e t h a n 500 peop le 

l ived here?. It was a t o w n d e p e n d e n t on f a r m i n g , and even those 

w h o d i d not f a r m , l ike Jesse Hoover , supported farming. The 

t o w n had schools, churches, hotels, general stores, livery stables, 

dress making and shoe shops, and other businesses reflective 

of t h e economic prosperity of the era . Today the buildings of 

t h e t o w n and si te he lp recall t h a t h is tor ic se t t i ng . The b i r thp lace 

cottage, b l acksm i th shop. Fr iends M e e t i n g h o u s e , and school-

house, all open to the public, are typical of a midwestern farm 

community of tha t t ime. 

Blacksmith shop and hammer 

Walking Tour 
Please be alert for posted safety messages. 
Boardwalks may be slippery w h e n we t . Stay 
on established walks and trails. Do not climb 
trees and fences. Avoid (reek hanks, wh ich 
are sleep ni id unstable, lie w . r t rhh i l for poi 
son ivy and ticks. Do not d is turb animals 01 
plants. Keep pets leashed at all time's. Use 
designated crosswalks. 

Herbert Hoover's long public career was pre­
ceded by an upbr ing ing in this small fa rm 
town. Both periods of his life are represented 
on the walk ing tour th rough Herbert Hoover 
National Historic Site, which was author ized 
Aucjusl I.', 1')()5, to preserve historical prop 
er lies assi « lated w i t h his life 
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bui l t by Jesse Hoover and his hither Eli in 
1871. Af ter the Hoovers sold the co l lage in 
1879, it had several owners unt i l it was pin 
chased In 1935 by President and Mrs. Hoover 
and restored. To President Hoover the cot­
tage was "physical proof of the unbounded 
oppor tun i t y of American l i fe . " A pr ivate or 
ganizat ion operated the site as a memor ia l 
and public park unt i l il entered l ire National 
Park System in 1965. 

The Blacksmith Shop, nor thwest of the b i r th­
place cot tage, is similar t o the one operated 
by Jesse Hoover f r o m 1871 to 1879, where 
young Herbert Hoover learned the work eth­
ic tha t prevai led in this communi ty . 

Quakers believed strongly in educat ing bo th 
boys and girls. This one-story f rame School-
house was bui l t in 1853 and was first used 
as a meet inghouse. This bu i ld ing or ig inal ly 
stood t w o blocks f r o m here at the corner of 
Downey and Main streets and was moved 
several t imes. It served as the pr imary school 
for the West Branch communi ty when Hoover 
was a boy. The bu i ld ing was placed in this 
location in 1971. 

A t r ibu tary of the west branch of the Wap-
sinonoc Creek runs past the bir thplace cot­
tage I be west branch <>l the Wapsinonoc, t o 
lire east of the pa ik , was r en I nil In young 
Herbert Hoover's environment. 1 here he swam, 
fished, and learned lire pleasures of the out 
doors, which stayed w i t h h im th roughou t 
his hie 

The Friends Meetinghouse was completed 
in 1857. The Religious Society of f riends, or 
Quakers, held services of silent med i ta t ion 
in Ibis bu i ld ing Anyone w h o had an insight 
or ,r spiritual message could stand and speak 

helore tb ngregat ion Young Herbert 
worshipped here w i th his l.iinily His mother, 
a recorded minister, spoke o f ten at Meet ing, 
she worked lor temper am e and o tbei cans 
es. The building has been moved two blocks 
f rom its or ig inal site 

The Statue o f Isis, Egyptian goddess of l i fe, 
was a g i f t t o Herbert Hoover f r om the chit 
d ien and < i l i /ens of Belgium in grat i tude for 
his work on their behalf du r ing and af ter 
Wor ld War I. Sculpted by Auguste Puttmans, 
the statue was located on the Stanford Uni 
versity campus f rom 1921 unt i l the Hoovers 
plac eel il heie in I') m to ovei look the hii th 
place cot tage. 

The House of the Maples where the Hoover 
fami ly lived f rom 1879 to 1884 no longer ex­
ists, but the site is marked. The P.T. Smith 
House, next door, is the only house tha t 
Hoover remembered w h e n he visited West 
Branch many years later. The Hoover chil­
dren and their neighbors enjoyed sledding 
d o w n nearby Cook's Hill in the winter . 

The Herbert Hoover Presidential Library-
Museum houses papers and collections re­
lat ing t o bo th President and Mrs. Hoover. It 
was bui l t by the Herbert Hoover Birthplace 

Foundat ion and dedicated by former Presi­
dents Hoover and Truman August 10, 1962. 

Herbert Hoover died ()< (obei 20, 1964, and 
was laid In resl live clays lalei in this hillside 
Gravesite over look ing the cot tage where he 
was born . His w i l e is bur ied beside him. l ire 
simple stones of Vermont marble are in 
keeping w i t h the Quaker ideal of simplicity. 

l i re HI ,n ie T.illgr.iss Prairie beyond the 
gravesite was restored by l ire National Park 
'.CIVIC e in 19/1 lo icpresenl lire landscape 
thai covered most of Iowa unt i l the land 
was sett led in lire ser unci half of the 19th 
ren tu i y Ibis fert i le land was fanned by the 
t ime Herbert Hoovei was horn l i re Isaac 
Miles I ai instead at the top of ( ook's Hill, is 
typical of the 1870s 1880s, when Hoover was 
a child Isaac Miles was a relat ive of the 
Hoovers. 

The Quaker approach to 
life, which emphasized 
family, faith, work, ed­
ucation, and service to 
others, was central to 
young Herbert Hoover's 
world. Above; Hoover 
family Bible and Quaker 
woman's bonnet. 

VQBI 

Information for the Visitor and Researcher 

Start at the visitor cen­
ter, where you wil l 
f ind exhibits, publica­
tions, and a short vid­
eo. The visitor center 
is located at the cor­
ner of Parkside Drive 
and Main Street, one-
half mile north of exit 
254 on I-80 in West 
Branch, Iowa. The site 
is open daily except 
Thanksgiving, Decem­
ber 25, and January 1. 
Park rangers wil l an­
swer your questions 
and give directions. 

The illustration above 
can help you f ind your 
way around the park. 
Keep in mind that the 
neighborhood you pass 
through is reminiscent 
of the one young Her­
bert Hoover knew. 

Safety 
Please be careful and 
do not allow your visit 
to be spoiled by an ac­
cident. Efforts have 
been made to provide 
for your safety, but 
hazards that require 
your attent ion may 
still exist. 

Accessibility 
The visitor center, rest-
rooms, and most his­
toric structures are 
wheelchair accessible. 
The video is closed-
captioned. Audio sta­
tions are available 
throughout the site, 
and the text is avail­
able at the visitor cen­
ter desk. 

Herbert Hoover Na­
tional Historic Site is 

one of more than 380 
parks in the National 
Park System. The Na­
tional Park Service 
cares for these special 
places saved by the 
American people so 
that all may experience 
our heritage. To learn 
more about parks and 
National Park Service 
programs in America's 
communities, visit 
www.nps.gov. 

For More Information 
Herbert Hoover 
National Historic Site 
P.O. Box 607 
West Branch, IA 52358 
319 643-2541 
www.nps.gov/heho 

The Herbert Hoover 
Presidential Library-
Museum is adminis­
tered by the National 
Archives and Records 
Administration. It is 
open daily except for 
Thanksgiving, Decem­
ber 25, and January 1. 
Besides permanent 
galleries, there are 
temporary exhibits 
throughout the year. 

For more information 
Director, Herbert 
Hoover Presidential 
Library-Museum 
P.O. Box 488 
West Branch, IA 
52358 
319-643-5301 
www.hoover.nara.gov 
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