
HAMPTON PERSPECTIVES 

Hampton National Historic Site was established on December 19, 1947, 
when the Secretary of the Interior entered into an agreement with the 
Society for the Preservation of Maryland Antiquities with respect to 
the property known as Hampton, located in Towson, Maryland. On 
June 22, 1948, the property was designated as Hampton National Historic 
Site by order of Secretary of the Interior Julius A. Kxug. The purpose 
of the park as stated in this order was as follows: 

Preserve, enhance, and exhibit with its allied formal 
gardens and outbuildings one of the finest Georgian 
Mansions of late 18th centaury America, largest and most 
significant element of a vast estate and symbol of its 
grandiose scale of life and commemorating a major phase 
of united States architectural and social history. 

The Order of June 22, 1948, stated that the lands and the structures 
at Hampton were designated "to be a national historic site, having 
the name 'Hampton National Historic Site' . . . !rby virtue of the 
authority conferred upon the Secretary of the Interior by Section 2 
of the Act of Congress approved August 21, 1935, (49 Stat. 666; 16 
U.S.C. 461-462 . . ." The order further states that "the ad­
ministration, protection, and development" of Hampton "shall be 
exercised by the National Park Service in accordance with the provisions 
of the Act of August 21, 1935 . . . " This Historic Sites Act states 
that "it is a national policy to preserve for the public use historic 
sites, buildings, and objects of national significance for the 
inspiration and benefit of the United States." 

The Act establishing the National Park Service (39 Stat. 353) further 
defines the purpose of parks and monuments under the administration of 
the National Park Service as, " . . . to conserve the scenery and 
the natural and historic objects and the wildlife therein and to 
provide for the enjoyment of the same in such a manner and by such 
means as will leave them for the enjoyment of future generations." 

According to this legislation the National Park Service has a clear 
mandate to preserve, enhance and exhibit Hampton with its allied 
formal gardens and outbuildings in such a way that will conserve the 
scenery of the historic objects and provide for the enjoyment of them 
in such a way that will leave them unirmoared for future generations. 



Description of Hampton 

Hampton National Historic Site is 45.42 acres that remain from what 
once was a vast estate. The site's principle resource is Hampton 
Mansion itself. The Mansion is an excellent example of late Georgian 
architecture. The estate maintained more than two hundred slaves who 
worked in the gardens, the dairy, as house servants and in the breeding 
of race horses which.became an important facet of life at Hampton and 
in Maiyrland. Next in importance are the formal gardens of the estate 
whose origin may be earlier than the mansion itself, for there are 
records of gardeners being kept by the Ridgely's before 1783. Also 
on the grounds are several other structures which played an important 
part in the life of Hampton. These are the horse stables, privy, 
wood shed, smoke house, ice house, orangery, caretaker's house, 
greenhouse and the Ridgely family crypt. 

Associated with the estate but not currently a part of it is the 
estate farm complex. This is a group of farm buildings on a 14 acre 
parcel north of the site across from Hampton Lane. It includes the 
following structures. 

NLTJf EARN: Two story stone barn built sometime prior to 1843. Heavy 
snow of January 1978 collapsed central portion of roof, 
however, masonry-seems to be sound. 

LONG BARN/GR4INT£RY: Two story stone barn shaped like a long, narrow . 
rectangle. Interior flooring is weak; exterior walls 
and roof appear to be sound. Door and whndow frames are 
mussing and (damaged in some instances. Spray paint 
graffiti decorates the interior walls. Tnis structure 
was built sometime after 1843; possibly 1850's or 1860's. 

HAMPTON DAIRY: Constructed prior to 1843 this stone structure sits 
partially below grade and incorporates a spring stream. 
Architecturally unique, this building has suffered a 
great deal due to neglect and vandalism. At present, the 
roof is partially collapsed and the masonry needs desperate 
attention. 

EHED/GAKAGT. : This wooden structure is now serving as a garage but may 
have been converted from another use. Date of construction 
is urfknown but the building is structurally sound. 

CORN CRIB: Wooden structure built on "stilts" with ventilated siding. 
Constructed after 1843. Appears to be in fair condition 
exhibiting little visual damage. 



SLAVE QllaRTERS 1, 2, 3: Two story stone dwellings, all appearing to 
be in good condition. At least one of them (joossibly #5) 
was constructed prior to 1843, although they exhibit 
identical architectural embellishments. 

BAKE OVEN: Small stone oven located between slave quarters 1 and 2. 
Structurally sound. 

OVEREEER'S HOUSE: Magnificent wooden structure. While date of 
construction is unknown, the earliest portion is thought 
to have been built in the early 18th century. Other 
additions were added at an early date. Ridgely's were 
known to have inhabited it as early as 1734. Latest 
addition was added ca. 1945 and minor partitions were 
added and re-arranged. House is in good shape with no 
apparent structural problems. Presently inhabited 
by Mrs. John Ridgely III of Hampton. 

The COW HOUSE, CAJAPEsTEJA/BIJOSilTH SHOP and QUARTERS (unidentified) 
were demolished in 1962-3 for an extention of the housing development. 
.411 these structures wore constructed prior to 1845. 

This property is now occupied by Mrs. John Ridgely, Jr., widow of 
the last master of the Hampton estates. 

History of Hampton 

Hampton Mansion was erected cluring the period 1783 to 1790 under 
the'direction of Jehu Howell for Captain Charles Ridgely. The 
Mansion is an outstanding example of post-Revolutionary War Georgian 
architecture of massive proportion. 

The Ridgely family was active in the early development of Baltimore 
City and County affairs. Within tlrree generations they established 
themselves as merchants, acquired enough land to establish a sizable 
estate, build a large house, operate iron furnaces and mines and 
provide one member of the family as. Governor of the State of Maryland. 

Captain Charles Ridgely, the builder, was a mariner, merchant, and 
ironmaster. His ironworks supplied ammunition for the revolutionary 
armies and later cast stoves. Starting with 2,000 acres and a one-
third interest in the ironworks, Captin Ridgely at his death owned 
at least 10,000 acres in Baltimore County alone, and controlling 
interest in the ironworks. From 1773 to 1790 Captain Ridgely also 
served as a representative to the General .Assembly of Maryland. 



Six months after the house was completed, Captain Ridgely died leaving 
the estate to Charles Caiman Ridgely, who was Governor of Maryland from 
1816 to 1819, brought Hampton to its present grandeur by the addition of 
the formal parterre gardens to the south of the Mansion, and the 
erection of a number of additional buildings. It was probably during 
his ownership that the earlier of the two greenhouses and orangery 
were built. 

Due to the death of Charles Caiman Ridgely's eldest son Charles in 
1819, the entail was again broken when the estate passed the second 
son, John Caiman Ridgely 61790-1867). 

When John Caiman Ridgely inherited the estate it had been reduced 
to 4,000 acres, but through his marriage to Eliza Eichelberger, a 
heiress, the Ridgelys were able to maintain their standard of living. 
Eliza Ridgely was responsible for a number of changes to Hampton 
in the 1850's, including the marble north entrance, garden urns and 
the installation of a gas lighting system in 1856. 

Successive owners were Charles Ridgely of Hampton (1830-1872) and 
John Ridgely of Hampton (1851-1938). John Ridgely's eldest son 
John, who died in 1959, inherited the mansion and one thousand acres. 
The rest of the estate was divided among the other children. A 
portion of the estate was condemned by the City of Baltimore for the 
construction of the Loch Raven Reservoir. The estate lands were 
further depleted by housing developments. The Avalon Foundation 
attempted to save the mansion by acquiring the house and 42 acres 
in 1948. 

Hampton was formally dedicated to the National Park Sendee in 1949. 
The Maryland Society for the Presenration of .Antiquities, who are 
custodians of the Mansion, requested the conversion of the kitchen 
into a tearoom and the hyphen room into a kitchen. Similarly, ..the 
Society has converted the west wing into an antique shop. The 
other changes were the addition of public and help's rest rooms in 
the basement and extensions to the heating and electrical systems. 

Hampton Perspectives 

Hampton is historically significant and interesting to the modern 
visitor for many different reasons. These reasons can be summarized 
as follows: 

.Architectural - Practically the only method to interpret Hampton 
in the years immediatelv after its acquisition bv the National 



Park Service was by means of its architectural history. 

Hampton, measuring 75 X 55 feet is one of the largest and most 
ornate niansions built during the post-Revolutionary War period 
from 1783 to 1790. Constructed of local stone and stuccoed, 
its 2 1/2-story main section with wide proticos was set off 
by two story wings. The symmetrical design presented a stately 
appearence, relieved by the "lively" skyline consisting of an 
unusually large cupola, ornate dormers, and decorative urn 
finials. The architect was Jehu Howell, a local carpenter, 
who received approximatley $3,500 in payment for his work. He 
also received 68 quarts of rum. 

It is believed that many of the Charles Ridgely's (the builder 
of Hampton) own ideas went into Hampton. The cupola, which 
imitates that of Castle Howard in Yorkshire, England, was 
probably the inspiration of Ridgely who claimed a family 
connection with the Howards through his mother. The house 
seems also to have been subject to economic conditions which 
changed markedly in the seven years that it was being built. 
The upstairs rooms are more elaborately finished than those 
downstairs which have simpler paneling. Just how the house 
differs from the original plans, we can never know for the plans 
have all vanished. 

Iron Industry - hhile the architectural theme has been dominant 
at Hampton, new historical evidence and interpretation have 
brought to light the importance of the Ridgely estate as an 
early industrial-agricultural complex. This part of Hampton's 
history has not been stressed in the past due to lack of basic 
information and the disappearance of the industrial remains 
under the waters of the Lock Raven Reservoir. In light of 
increased knowledge of the economic base that supported Hampton 
it is desirable to reveal this story to the modern visitor. 

Colonel Charles Ridgely (71702-1772) erected the Nornhanrpton furnace 
on his property about the year 1760..1 Qiarles Senior and his two 
sons, John and Captain Charles both owned of the furnace. When John 
offered his share for sale in 1770 the Maryland Gazette of .Annapolis 
described the property as follows: 

1 'Northampton" was an old name for the area and Charles Ridgely used 
this name for his furnace. Much of the material for this section was 
taken from Charles E. Peterson, "Notes on Hampton Mansion" Quhpublished 
Report, National Park Service, 1970). 



The said Furnace, Casting-House, Bridge and Wheel 
Houses are all built of Stone, in the neatest Manner 
and on a never failing Stream of Water, Eleven Miles' 
distance from Baltimore-Town . . . and on the best 
Road leading to said Town. The Lands are well wooded, 
and abound in Iron Ore, which is very convenient to 
said Furnace, and is of the best and''richest Qualities, 
and yields such plenty that I believe no Furnace on the 
Continent makes more Metal while in blast. On the said 
Land all around the Furnace, is also a plenty of Lime 
Stone, which is made Use of for Flux, the Furnace is 
now heating, and will be in blast in a vew days; there 
is already provided and at the Furnace, a very fine 
Stock of Ore and Coals, and growing upon the Lands, 
as much Indian Com as I suppose may supply the Furnace 
for Twelve Months. At the said Furnace*is a good 
Coal-House, and all other convenient Houses in good 
repair . . .. 2 

The advertisement dated September 10, 1770, was carried in the issue 
of September 20. Captain Charles purchased this one-third interest 
in the works. 

In addition to the furnace - which produced pig iron and castings 
such as stove plates and hollow ware -- the Ridgelys also owned 
the "Long Cam" forge on Gunpowder Falls where iron was wrought 
into bars. 3 

Ridgely was exporting substantial amounts of iron in this period, 
as related by Dr. William D. Hoyt, Jr., in his excellent essay 
"Captain Ridgely's London Commerce:" 4 

. . . much of the output of the furnaces was shipped 
in ballast, and every vessel sailing eastward carried 
a number of tons. Consequently, there was no large 
cargoes of iron, and the individual transactions 

2 
Anne C. Edmonds, The Land Holdings of the Ridgelys of Hampton, 

1726-1834 {TTypescript dissertation for M.A., John Hopkins University) 
Baltimore, 1959, p. 44. 

•* Joseph T. Singewald Jr. , Report on the Iron Ores of Maryland with 
•an Account of the Iron Industry CBaltimore, 1911) pp. 150-152. 

• William D. Hovt Jr "Captain Ridgely's London Commerce." Americana, 
Vol. XXXyll, No.'2 '(April 1943) p. 549 



varied in size according to the amount of space left 
after the tobacco and other goods were loaded . . . 
Captain Ridgely did not send iron only in the vessels 
of his agents, but contributed pigs and bars for any 
ships wiiich needed weight for the ocean voyage. 

By 1770 the furnace tract comprised 2,000 acres. ̂  Historian 
Carl Bridenbaugh has shown that the great size of such an iron-
inaking establishment was typical: 

By its very nature, the iron industry was easily adapted 
to plantation economy: a large tract of undeveloped 
woodlands was needed to supply charcoal for a furnace: 
a farm had to be operated to furnish food and ether 
necessaries for the labor force — altogether, the services 
of from one hundred to one hundred and twenty slaves 
were needed for such a business; and housing had to be 
provided for all. Care of the wagons, tools, machinery, 
and other equipment required the work of carpenters, 
blacksmiths, wheelwrights, cartivrights, millers, and 
sawyers to such an extent that an iron plantation was 
probably the most self-sufficient large economic unit 
in America. 

Hampton can be thought of as one of the pioneers of the Industrial 
Revolution in both Baltimore -- where the iron-steel business is 
still of great importance -- and in America. 

The Revolutionary War found Ridgely aligned with the American cause. 
IXiring the war the Northampton furnace was apparently busy with 
defense work. The extent of the military orders and the growth of 
the ironworks can be seen in the expansion of the plant brought on 
as a result of war production. 

The growth of the Ironworks is shown by a cormparison of the tax lists 
of the county for 1773 and 1783. In 1773 a list of taxes recorded 
by William Hutson for the Back River Upper Hundred indicated that 
there were forty-seven persons at the Northampton Quarter, owned 
by Captain Charles Ridgely. Ten years later the assessors returns 

Edmonds, pp. 37, 38. The tract was acquired in 1760 by Captian 
Ridgely by Deed of Gift fron his father. 

° Carl Bridenbaugh, The Colonial Craftsmen, New York §, London, 
1950, p. 17. 



showed that there were one hundred and seventeen slaves on Captain 
Ridgely's properties in the Middle River and Back River Upper 
Hundreds and placed a valuation of §, 6500 - on the four thousand 
acres of lands and improvements which comprised 'The Hampton Estate 
and Ironworks." ' 

After the war the ironworks remained an important source of support 
for Charles Ridgely. . He used the profits from the ironworks and 
profits from the speculation in war-confiscated real estate to build 
Hampton and establish his family fortune. 

During the early nineteenth century the Northampton Ironworks began 
to decline in iiaportance. The reasons were many. The nearby forest 
which had supplied an abundance of charcoal for the works were 
exhausted. In light of new technology, the Northampton Furnace's 
nachinery and methods of production were obsolete. Transportation 
cost were high, especially in view of new furnaces that were being 
built in the large urban centers with good water and rail transportation. 
The rural manufacturing technology that Northampton Ironworks represented 
was no longer economical and by 1850 the ironworks were abandoned. ° 

At the present time this story of Hampton's past is almost totally 
neglected. The visitor to Hampton can be shown a few of the products 
of the furnace at the mansion but there are no physical renains 
located at the mansion that relate directly to the production of 
iron. It is highly unlikely that this lack in the interpretation of 
the story of Hampton can ever be corrected in view of the fact that 
the site of the Ironworks is now under water and part of a reservoir 
for the City of Baltimore. 

Agriculture - In addition to the production of iron, the economic 
base ox Hampton rested on agriculture which always formed an important 
part of the underpinjiing of the Hampton estate. .As early as 1761 
Charles Ridgely oversaw the agricultural production of his lands as 
well as the Iron Works. 

1 Edmonds, pp. 45-46. 

8 Sihgwald, p. 177 

9 
Lionel J . Bienvenu, 'Hampton and I t s Masters 1745-1959" QJnpublished 

Paper) Hampton National Hi s to r i c S i t e , March 1965. p . 4 



Charles Carnan Ridgely began to improve the breed of livestock at 
Hampton in the 1790's and within a few years prize cattle were produced 
on the estate. xu 

Visitors recorded that the lands at Hampton were well cultivated with 
the best breeds of sheep, cattle and horses. H Hogs were also raised 
on the farm and marketed in Baltimore. 

As the profitability of Northampton Ironworks declined the reliance on 
agriculture increased. In the years immediately prior to the Civil 
War Hampton was operated as a deep South Antebellum plantation complex.1^ 

John Ridgely, the owner of Hampton during these years, employed overseers 
managers, bookkeepers, managers and trained specialists to run his farm. 
Many of tzhe overseers lived in the overseersT house which is still 
located adjacent to Hampton Mansion. 

Agricultural activities continued to dominate the economic life of 
Hampton in the years after the Civil War. Prize livestock was bought 
and sold and horse breeding and racing continued. 

10 Baltimore A Century Ago, an article in 'Baltimore .American," 
Sunday, May 28, 1898 quoting entry for-Nfonday, May 7, 1798: 

Mr. harry D. Gough, of Perry Hall, in 1785 imported, from England, 
three cows (bin calf] and a bull, and three years aften^ards imported 
another cow, from which stock he had since been breeding . . . . .Among 
those who had some of his stock, long after the originals were im­
ported, were General Washington, General Ridgely, of Hampton . . . . 

1 1 Semmes, Raphael, Baltimore As Seen By Visitors, 1785-1860, (Baltimore 
Maryland Historical Society, 1953], p. 2. 

TJhe General's lands are very well cultivated . . . his cattle, sheep, 
horses etc. of a superior sort, and in much finer condition than many 
that I saw in America. He is very famous for race horses and usually 
keeps three of four such horses in training, and what enables him 
to do this is that he owns a very extensive iron works, or otherwise 
he could not. He is a very genteel man and is said to keep the best 
table in .America. I continued in friendship with him until the time 
of ray leaving the country, and as he had a house in Baltimore where 
he spent his winters, I often experienced his great hospitality. 

*2 Bienvenu, p. 29. 



As late as 1907, Helen Ridgely, wife of Captain John Ridgely, took 
charge of the dairy industry at Hampton and wrote of her interest 
in Jersey cows. 

. . . 1 painted the cows names on cards to tack up in the 
Stable that John may be able to keep the names of them . . . . 
There have been many changes . . . . Whereas all the milk 
and nearly all the butter was consumed by the family, now 
milk is sent to town and Towson gets_a supply, which adds 
greatly to the income of the farm. 13 

Jin that same year apples, cider, and potatoes were also sold from 
Hampton. During the First World War, Helen Ridgely also raised ... 
chickens to sell and to keep meat and eggs on the family table. 

Mthough very little is currently being done to interpret the support 
argiculture gave to Hampton, there is a potential resource just 
awaiting development - this is the group of farm outbuildings located 
on the 14 acre site north of Hampton across Hampton Lane. Of the ten 
buildings on this site, several relate directly to agricultural 
production at Hampton. These buildings provide a rare opportunity to 
develop this side of Hampton's story. Unlike the ironworks which are 
now under water these buildings are still present and accessible to 
the public. With effort they could be integrated with the mansion to 
present a balance picture of life at Hampton Mansion during its prime. 
Tne mansion is the prime showpiace of the Hampton Estate but in order 
to interpret it correctly it is necessary to show it in its relation 
to what was around it so as to understand the entire story of the 
estate. The mansion was built to exhibit the great wealth the Ridgely 
family acquired during and before the Revolutionary War and continued 
to exist only as long as it could be supported. .After the iron furnace 
shut down, the agricultural production of Hampton continued this function. 
In light of our knowledge of the Ridgely family, the two themes of 
agriculture and iron need to be developed. Special emphasis should 
be given to agriculture in view of the important buildings that still 
stand that were devoted to this activity. 

Slavery - A fourth theme of interest to the visitor at Hampton is 
the role of slavery in the operation of the estate. Slaves were an 

13 Ridgely Collection. Maryland Historical Society, Ridgely Journal, 
1907-1908, Wednesday, January 16, 1907 

1 i 
Bienvenu, p. 46 



important part of the estate and contributed greatly to its successful 
functiorring. Captain Charles Ridgely owned many slaves and was known 
as a harsh taskmaster and gave his slaves too little food and medicine 
and too much work. 15 

Slaves performed many different functions on the estate. They worked 
in the fields, the iron works, and in the mansion. Captain Charles 
Ridgely owned 92 slaves and his nephew General Ridgely possessed over 
200 in 1798. 1 6 General Ridgely freed most of his slaves in his will 
in 1829.. In spite of this, slavery remained an important part of 
Hampton down to the Civil bar. John Ridgely, the next owner of 
Hampton, inherited many of his slaves from other relatives and still 
found it necessary to spend $7,267.46 to purchase slaves in 1841 alone. 
In 1844, his wife, Eliza, bought clothes for 67 slaves and in 1850 for 
82 slaves. ^ 

Slaves remained an important part of the estate until 1864 when they 
were freed. The changeover of slaves to wage-earners was an easy one 
and did not disrupt the operation of the estate. 18 Apparently many 
of the slaves remained on the estate and now worked for wages. 

This theme also could be developed at Hampton. Slavery was an important 
part of the estate and provided a cheap source of labor upon which 
the Iron and Agricultural industries could prosper and provide the 
economic surplus needed to build Hampton and operate the estate. Three 
remaining outbuildings are still standing that were used as slave 
quarters. They are part of the 14 acre parcel situated immediately 
north of the estate and could be used to rurther enhance the inter­
pretation of Hampton. 

Other reasons for acquiring the property. 

Several other additional reasons also made it highly desirable to 
acquire the property that houses the historic outbuildings of the 
Hampton Estate. 

1 5 Ibid., p. 8 

1 6 Ibid., pp. 18-19 

1 7 Ibid., p. 28 

1 8 Ibid., p. 37 



1. The estate outbuildings include several historic structures. 
The Overseer's house is a very valuable structure, parts of which 
date from the early 1700's. It was occupied by predecessors of 
the Ridgely family, by Charles Ridgely while the mansion was 
being erected and subsequently by the overseers of the estate. 
The house is now occupied by Mrs. John Ridgely, Jr., the widow 
of the last master of Harmpton. 

Most of the remaining structures date from the early 19th century 
and are listed on the estate inventory taken after the death of 
General Ridgely in 1829. 

2. The land upon which these estate outbuildings are located 
represents the last open land around Hampton to give the visitor 
the feel of Hampton in its prime. The estate has been almost 
completely surrounded by single dwelling homes which restrict the 
spacious setting of Hampton. The acquisition of this property 
would preserve the feeling of open agricultural land that was 
part of the Hampton Estate. 

3. A final reason to acquire the property is to properly relate 
the- story of Hampton in light of recent historical research and 
the changing interests of park visitors. Hampton Mansion was 
part of a large economic and social units". . It was built as a 
result of a long (chain of economic activities which gave the 
Ridgely family the money necessary to construct and maintain 
the estate. 

The Ridgely family made its fortune in the eighteenth century in 
land speculation and in trade. As the years passed they took 
advantage of the (changing economic climate to operate a rural 
industrial complex - the Northampton Furnace. With the growth 
of large concentrations of urban industry in America the family 
found it could not compete with its small rural iron furnace and 
was forced to seek other sources of income. Since farming had 
always been an important part of the estate this was pursued 
more vigorously. A large market for farm produced developed in 
nearby Baltimore and the family took advantage of the situation. 

The modem visitor is interested in the total story of the estate and 
not just in the architecture of the mansion. The architecture of 
Hampton is very important but there are other themes to be developed 
as well. The iron industry is difficult to interpret because of the 


