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The Cervice thus establicshed shall
. Dromote,and regulste the use of

. 'he Federal areas known as
national parks, monuments and
recervations hereinaiter cpecified

. By such means and measuves as
conforn to the findamental purpoce
of the seid parks, monumenits and
reservations

Vhich purpose iz

. o comserve the scenery and the
netural end historic objeets and
the wildlife therein, and

. Yo provide for the enjoyument of
The seme in such nanner and by such
mesns a5 shall :

. leave them unimpaired for the
enjoyment of {uture gemersgtions.

Trom an Act to Estedblich a ilational
Pavk Service., Spproved August 25, 1916.
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THE PARK

Homilton Grange, a slwple, dignified early Federal frame house,
was built by Alexandey Hamilton in 1801 and was his home until
his Qemth in 1804, It 45 the only house he ever owned, and the
ohly surviviaz house in which he lived.

Yow trowded and overshadowed by modern structures and robbed of
the dignity of iis once spacious grounds and superb view, The
Grange stands in upper HManhatten, a block from its originel site.
Tt will be moved again to a site on the campus of the College of
the City of Hew York; o site which shaves one of the vistas of
the originsl site, a view over the Harlem River,
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THE MISSION

of Homilton Grange lational VMemorial

1B to provide a Pitting wemoriel to
Alexsnder Hamilton, ard to awaken in
the visitor an awareness and an
appreciation of the wole this ex*bm:
ordinery and complex man played in
the politicel and economic dmlcpment

of the United States,

of the National Park Sexvice is to

80 preserve, administer and interpret
this Park as to fulfill the Paxk

Mission,

Approved: A . STR:A,-(TDL)

Foreword
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HASTER PLAN
FOR TH: PRESERVATION AID USE OF
IAMITION CRANCE HATTORAL MEMORTAL
VOLUME X

Chapber 1, Chiectives and Policles

STCGTIFICANT FESOURCES

Heesilton Grange, the only home Alexander Hanilion ever owned and
the lone cwrvivor among the houges and offices in vwhich he lived
anfl worked, is an historicel resource of aptiomal sismificance,
Hanilton planned and supervised the construction of the house,
and vpen its completion lived there most of each year, eommmbing
to his downtown office, In this house many believe he composed
his famous farewell letter to his wife, acd from it he went o
hie death in the duel with fayon IDury,

Sueh origiral furniture as is now in the houoe or can he acqguired
is e Turther resource,

The plot of gyound to which the structure will be moved is, o the
extent that 1t represenis the setiing in which the house orisginally
stood, also a significant recource, even thouszh it is not the
originel site.
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@t

STCITFICANT VALURS

At Yamilton Grange, the visitor will £ind hiuncelf mmeldst the setting
in which Hamilton lived and worked. Hers, in the house thet
familton built end furnished, enidst evidences of his teste and
heblts, the visitor can reach an wnderstending and sppreciation

of Hapdlton ms a man and as & stetesman,

Alewender Dardlion ranks with the grestest Amevican shatesmen,
Alter sevvice in the Revoluiion, Hemilion becorme active in public
affairs. He was g leader in the movement t0 call a Constitutionsl
Convention, He contributed irmeasurably, through his co-authorship
of the Federalist Pgpers and his leaderchip in the New York
Ratifying Convention, o the ratificaticn of the Comstitutlon,

His enunciation of the doctrine of iunplied powers hes had o
lasting influence on Amevican political theory. As Secretary

of the Treasury he pult the new povermnent on a fimm financiasl
footing and forwarded America's economde developrent, These
accomplishrents can novhere be better in‘cerpretec‘:‘; than in the
home he so cherished.
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GEITRAL PRESERVATION AND USE POLICY

Public Law 87-438 authorizes the Secretary of the Interior %o
estaplich Hamilton CGrange Netional Memwrisl. It directs that

he shall not establich the Memorial vntil he has satisfied himself
thet the lands which have been donated are mufficient to insure
the relocation of The Crange and administration and i{nterpretation
of the national memorial. It suthordizes the appropriation of

not more than 460,000 to carry out the provisions of the Act,

Hawilton Grange will be developed as a day use ares devoted to

the memorializetion of Alexender Herilton.  Decause the new site
is mmall, no Pulldings other than The CGrange itself will be erected
on it. A1l development will be in hammony with the adjacent campus
of the College of the City of Vew Yorik,

FMrst ald fire protection will be provided, and the Memorial staf?
will coopersite with locsl agencies in other facets of Memorial snd
visitor protection.

The Interpretive Theme will be Hamilton's life in this house and
his services to his country.

0f all of his geweration of stalesmen, Hemilton is perhaps the least
knoyn and wnderstood, both as a man and in terms of his contributions
0 our political and economic development. For this resson, the
Interpretive Method will be of even more than uousl inportsace,

As the bace of the interpretive prozrum, the grounds will be lend-
seaped to recapture as much of the essence of the originel, much
more spacious, grounds &s is poscible, and The Crange will be
restored to its original appearance. The Grange and its 1llustrious
ovner will be interpreted through s balanced program utilizing
vefurnishing, misewm exhibits 1P suiteble space for them can he
provided cubside the house, explaining and illusivating Hemilton's
conbribution to Americs's political and economic development, and

- other appropriate interpretive facilities and devices,
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GUIDELINES
1. A thorough, comprehensive program of historical research, enlisting

the adviece and acscictance of students of Hendlton, will be mder-
teken to cecure data on The Crange and its furnishings, and for
dats on Alexandexy Hammilbtou,

Crly those furnishings in the house during the yeers of Hamilion®s
oceupancy, period pieces, or quality reproductions, will be used
in the refurniching. Imseun speecimens asgociated with Hemilton®s
earlier years ngy be acguired for use in exhibits,

A progren Yor pre-~visit orientation of school and other orgenized
groups will be prepaved and diseminated,

Unless required for proiection purposes, no staff housing will he
provided.

A fence and an avbtomatic fire and burgler alern sysben will be
provided. The NWew York City police amd Pire departvents will
provide additional protection. _

Gtu&y will be given to-cooperation with security forces of the
College of the City of New York and to the need for Park security
personnel .

Hemting source will be ouiside the bullding.

Hamilton Grange latlonal Memovial will funcition within the frave-
work of the spproved Master Plan and under publiched delegmtions
of euthority as a unit of the New York City group under the
Jurisdietion of & wltivlie cuperintendency currently ac e

Group "C" organization as defined in the Adrdnlstrative Manual.
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Section A, Park Origin and Land Status

Hemilton's widow sold The Granmge inr 1833, 1In 18809, the house was
moved about 300 feet southesst of its original site and was used
ag o temporary chapel for St. Luke's Episcopal Church., At thet
time there was not another bullding for some distance; the
building was placed in an open field across from which streets
were beinz opened,

The Crange wvas placed on its new slte with its front facing the
adjacent lot rather them the sireet in fromt. Construction of
buildings on the adjacent lots in the years that followed necessi-
tated alterations in The Crange. The front and back porches were
cut off, and the original front door was moved to face Convent
Avenue and the old opening closed up.

In the 1920°'s 5%, Luke's Church was confronted with the possibility
of either demolishing or sellinz The Grenge. In 1924, title to
The Grange and the property on vwhich it stends was conveyed fo

the American Scenic and Historic Preservetion Soclety, and a trust
fund of .";350,000 created for the permanent maintenance of the house.
Sinece that time 1% has been operated by the Society as s musevm
and wemoriel to Hamilton. The house was renovated and recpened

to the public in 1933.

Pubiic law 87-438 authorizes the Secretary of the Imterior to
establish Hamilton Crange Natiomal Memorial, providing however,
"the Secretery shall not esteblish the national memorial until

he has satisfied himself that the lends which have been donated
are sufficient to assure the relocation of The Grange and adminis-
tration and interpretation of the national memorial”.

Pursuant to this Act, the City of New York is now in the process
of transferring to the Federal Govermment, title in fee to a
plot of land 150 feet by 205 feet at the corner of West 130th
Btreet end St. Njicholas Terrace. lHegotiations for the transfer
of sn additional strip TO feet wide abatting this plot to the
north are under way.
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MASTER PLAN
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Section B, Vieinity Data

Homilton Grange izilonal Merorial is one of seversl sreas of the
Umtional Park System in New York City: Stabve of Liberty liationsl
Honument, Castle Clinton Wationmel lomument, Federal Hall and
General Grant NHational Memoriale and Theodore Ioocevelt Birthe
place Natlional Historie Site.

New York City is easy to reach by rail, plane, bus or car. [he
Grange is eesily aceessible, subvay and dbus stops being within
a ghort walk,

The Memorisl will be on the camus of the College of the City of

lew York, overlocking 8%, licholas City Parxk, Adjolialng the Memorial
site to the west is a public scheol., The survounding ares is urban
and hiphly develoned,

According to the Burean of the Census estimate of 1960, the New York
City letropolitan Area had a population of 10,602,302 and the
consolidated ares of New York-Novtheastern llew Jersey hod a
vopulation of 14,605,818, ‘The Memorial i1s aceessible for day

use to this population and to o sizeable population beyond this
aresz as well,

The Memorial site is on the upper slope of & hill overlooking ST.
Hicholas Paxk.
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Seetion €, Public Use Data

Althourh The Crange is open to the publie, visitation iz alwost
nil, After The Grance has been moved to its uew locstion oun the
campus of the Collepe of the City of New York, it 4is anticipated
that this will stimulate greater visitor use.
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Section D, latural History and Historical Backszround

1. Habural History

Landscape FPeatures to be determined.

2, History

On August 2, 1800, Hamilton purchased 34 acres of land upon which
to build a suitable home, This trasct ran up s hill from what

is now Ot. Nicholas Avenue to Amsterdam Averue and extended
northward from 1Mlst Street to 145th Street,

The house was placed on the lower segwment of the slope of a
kill. Homiltonm named it, The Grange, after the seat of his
paternal grandfather, Alexander Hamilton, Lsird of The Grange,
in the Perish of Stevenston, Ayrshire, Secotland.

Hamilton took a great deel of pleasure in planning the house,
as did his father-in.law, General FPhilip Schuyler. Hamilton's
veoers indicate that the project of a house in the couuntry

for his growving femily was long ip his mind, though the demands
of an increasingly suceessful law practice made his supervision
of construction somevhat sporadiec, I!Mrg, Hemilton may have been
more actlve in suvpervising construction than her husband,

John MeComb, Jr., who designed such structures as New York's
City Hall, St, Jokn's Trinity Chapel (1803), OQueens DBuilding,
Rutger College (1009), and Alexander Hsll of Princeton Theo-
logical Seminary (1815) was the architect of The Craunne.
YeCoub and Ezrs Weeks were the builders,
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Section D, Natuvsl History and Historical Background

Unfortunately, MeComb's plans for the bullding have been lost.
However, his proposals, dated Jume 22, 1801, contain a wealth
of detail and correspondence of Hamilton and General Schuyler
contains mueh data on changes made in the plans and as the
building was under construction, The structure was completed
late in 1802 and the fardly moved into The Grange.

Lfter moving into The Grange, the family lived there most of the
year moving to a rented house downtown only during the coldest
months, Vhile they were at The Grange, Hamilton commuted

to his downtown offices each day.

After Hamllton's death in the duel with Aaron Durr, irs., Hamilton
naver again made her home at The CGrange for any length of

time though she held title for almost thirly years. OCShe was

able to retain The Grange throush a composition of Hamilton's
friends who joined together and saved this one property free

and clear of debt to produce income for Hamilbton's heirs,

From this and additional gifts of realty, lirs. Hamilton was

able %0 raise ner family and to engage in o lifetime of chariieble
enterprises, several of vhich are still contributing to the
welfare of New York's needy. All the real esitate, and The

Crange property and finally the house itself were sold by irs,
Hamilton over a period of years for ipeome,

Archeology
lone known or likely.

Status of Research

Research in preparation of an Historic Structures Report on
Herdlton Grampe 1s in progress,
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Section D, Natural History and Historical Background

5. ZReseaxrch Accomplished

None. Huch work on Hamilton and his publie service has been
done by competent professional historians,

6. Research Needed

Historical, architectural and furnishings research upon which
t0 base the Historle Siractures Repoxt and furndshing plans
is urgently needed, Research for data on Hamilton and his
public career is essential for preparation of exhibits and
literature, and to give life and scope to the interpretive
program., It is particularly important that sufficient data
with which to acsess Hamilton's role in the adoption of the
Constitution and his initial contribution to end continuing
influence in American public finance and econcmic growth be
gathered,
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Section E, Protection

Problems of protection of vepgetative cover, forest fire conmtrol,
fovest lusecis and diseases, grazing, wildlife and the like te
not apply to Hamdllbon Granme. OStructursl fire countrol must
always be provided for. First aid eguipment will be provided.
Heating and electricagl systems will be corrected as needed;

good preventive practices estsblished and an auvtomatic detection
sygtem considered. The New York City Iire Department is on

call in emsrgencies.

Vandslism may be & problem., Electric protection system will be

considered in The Grange and close cooperation will be established
with the city police, together with other measures as required.
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Section ¢, Concesslons and Other Agencies

Wo concessions are now in operation in the liemorisl. The area
surrounding the Memorial sbounds in all needed facilities.
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Section G, Construction Data

Zaslie Date similar to other lew York City National Momuments aond
Memoriels,
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