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T:'OR 'l'.tri~ PBESJ!:!:::YATIOH Arm USE 

OF 

Hl.W'lIW~OH GR.A.HGE NATIOWi.L MEMORIAL 

'lbe 2-ervice thus established shall 

• Promote,and regulate the use of 

'ihe Federal area.a known as 
national. pe...i-ka, monuments and 
rese:nrations hereinafter specified 

By such means and mea.su:res as 
conform to the fu..ndamental purpose 
of the said parks, monuments and 
reservations 

~:llich purpose is 

'l'o conserve the scenery and the 
natural and historic objects and 
the ~tlldlife therein, a.."ld. 

.. '.E9., .Hrovlde for the enjo;yment. of 
the same in such Ba.nner and by such 
means as shall 

• !.eave them unimJ?aj.red for the 
enjoyment of f\lture generationso 

From an Act to Establish a IiJa.tional 
Park Service. .~roved August 251 1916 .. 
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THE PARK 

Foreword 
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Hamil ton Grange, a simple, dignified early Federal. frmne house,, 
was built by Alexander Hamil ton ill 18ol and ~ras his b.ome until 
his death in 1804. It ia the only house he ever oim.ed, and the 
only surviving house in which he lived. 

!Iow ·crowded and overshadowed by modern structures and robbed of 
the dignity of its once spacious grounds and superl> view, "'.ihe 
Grange stands in upper Matihatten, a block from its origin.el. Biteo 
It v.t.11 be moved again to a site on the campus of the College of 
the City o-f New Yom; a. site ·which shares one of' the vistas of 
the original site, a view over the Harlem River. 

<'.:: . 
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TIIE MISSION 

of Ramil ton Grange ~Jational Memorial 

is to provide a fitting :memorial to 

Alexander Hamilton, and to awaken in 

th4! visitor an awareness and an 

appreciation of the role this extra ... 

ordinary and complex man played in 

the political and. economic development 

of the United States o 

of the National Pam Service is to 

thi a Pam as to :rul.fill the Park 

?ldssion. 

Foreword 
Page 2 
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Vol'lfilE' · I, Chapter 1 
<Jbjec·~:tves and Policies 

Pa£,'e 2 

FOR 1.l!.tm PRI:~S-BRV ATION MID USE OF 
J:L{)l.'1IL1roN aruu~ae lIA....!TIJ:OlJA.L Mr!'i.t.lOIUP.L 

VOLUME I 

!3IG1JU'ICAI'rr1 RESOURCES 

11mnil ton Grange, the only home Alexander Ha.nil ton ever mmed and 
the lone cru.rvivo:r among the houses and offlces in which he lj:ved. 
M.d worked, is an historical resource of national. si~f'ic.anceo 
Ha.tnil:ton ple.nned and supervised the constrti.ction of the house, 
and upon its completion lived there 100st of ea.ch year~ CO!Illmlting 
·eo his downtown ot:f'iee~ In this house many believe he c~osed 
'his fazoou.s fa..NWell letter to his \dfe, and fl."OE i. t he went to. 
hi a death in the duel With Aaron Burr .. 

Such orlg:W..al furniture as is now in the houaa or can be acquired 
is a further :resource. 

i.fue plot of g:t'Otmd to Which the structure will be moved is, to the 
extent that it represents the setting in truich the houae orlgL""'lSlly 
stood, also a significant resource, even though it is not the 
6r1Gina.l siteo 



Volume I, Chapter 1 
Objectives a.'ld ~licies 
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At Hamilton Grange, the visitor will find b.imseli smidst the setting 
in which Hamilton l.ived and worked.. Here, in t...lle houSti that 
F..am:Ut..on built and furnished, a.midst evidences of hia taste and 
ha.bits, the visitor can reaeh &'l1 und.erstanding and appreciation 
of Hamil ton as a. wan and as a state e.m&l. 

Alexander liazirilton :ranks with the greatest American st&tesm.en. 
J.i:f'eer service in ·t.he P.evolution, Hamilton becmr:e active in public 
aff'a.irs. Re was a leader in -'c;he maverr.ent to call e. Constitutional 
Convention. He contributed immeasurably, through bis co-authorship 
of the Fed.erel.ist ~rs and his leadership in the 1\Iew York 
Hatif'ying Convention, to the ratifica·l#ion of the Consti tut1on. 
Hie enu.nciation of the doctrine of implied powers has had e. 
lasting influenee on Aznertcan po11 tical theory~ As ~;ecreta.ry 
of the ~a.su.ry he put the new government on a firm :financial 
footing and. .forwarded .fUnerlca' 6 economic developmen:'e.;. 'fueee 
acc~li9hmeuts can nowhere be better interp:i."eted. tho.n in the 
home he so chert sl.'led o 

1·!9.y 1963 
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Public Law 87-438 authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to 
establish Hmnilton Grange National. Memorial.. It directs that 
he aha.11 not establlab the Memo.rial until h• has satisfied himself 
that the lands which have been , donated are su:f:N.Cient to insure 
the relocation of b Grange and admini istration and interpretation 
of the national memorial. It authorizes the appropriation of 
not more than *400, 000 to car:ry out the provi sio:ns of the .Act. 

li'a.m1l ton Grange will be developed as a day use area deVoted to 
the memorialization of Al.exan.der liamllton. ·'Because the new site 
is small., no b111Jding:s other than The Grange itself' will be erected 
en :1.t~ All development will be in harmony with the adjacent campus 
of ·(;he College of the City o:f' !Tew Yorke 

First aid. fire protection will be provided, and the Memorial staff 
wU1 cooperate w:1 th loceJ. agencies in other facets of Memorial and 
visitor protection.a 

'l.1-le :rn·t;e9retive Th~ will be Hamilton's life in this house and 
his services to his country .. 

Of all of his generation of statesmen, Hem:Uton is pe:tilaps the least 
knmm. and understood., both as a man. and in terms o't his contributions 
to our political and economic development. For this l'(tason., the 
!,nte~retive Method will be of even more than uG'U&l imports.nee~ 

As the base of the interpret! ve program, the grounds wtll be land­
scaped to recapture as much of the essence of the orie;tnel, web 
more spacious, grounds as is possible, and 1.llle G:range will be 
N stored to its original appearance. 'llie Grange and its illustrious 
owner will be inte:rp:reted thro'Ugh a 'balanced progrnm utilizing 
re:rurnish!ng, museum exhibits it suitable space tor them can be 
prov:!.d.ed. out~ide the house, explaining and illustrating Hamilton's 
contribution to America's political and economic development, and 
other appropriate 1.ntel'pretive facilities and devi.ceso 
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Volume I, Chapter 1 
Objectives and Policies 

'Ps,ge 5 

l.. A tho~, compre11ensive program of historical researe:h, enlist±n13 
the advice and asoistance of students of 11.azn...:U ton, will 'be t1nder­
taken to secure data on 'l"'b.e Grange and its :?u.i."""llisr.d.ngo1 WJ.d for 
data on Alexander P..mnil ton. 

2.. Only those tumishings L""l ·the house during the yea.rs of H.mzi.il ton's 
occu.pa.ncy, period pieces, or qu.ali ty reproductions, will be used 
in the ref'uli.lishinga Museum specimens associat.ed wit:h lia:milton' G 

earlier ~m.-s l1'laY be acquired for use in exh:tbi ts. 

3. A program for pra-visit orientation of school a."ld other organized. 
groups will be prepared o.nd diseminated. 

4o Unless required for protection p'U.l"J!OGeS,p- no sta.f'"i' housing will be 
prov:tded5 

5.. A fence and an auw,20.tic i'ire and burGI.ar ala."l"fll syate-m. 11ill 'be 
provided a ~e r~ew York City police and fire departnwn:ta wlll 
IJrovid.e ad.d:l.tional protection. 

6. Study will be given to·,cooperation with secu:rtty forces of' the 
College of the City of New York and to the need for fur.k security 
personnel. 

8. F..amil ton Grange UationG.l !,mrrorial vi1l function w'i ·!;!J.in the frame­
~n>l"k of the approved Naster Plan and under publ:i. shed delegations 
o:f' au.thori ty as a uni ·t of the N'e<w York City group U!'J.der tbe 
jurisdiction of a mul.tiple superintendency currently as a 
Gl"'O'llp ncn organization as defined in the A&rdntstra.tive r&mu.aJ.c 
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Hamil ton' s widow sold The Gro.nge in 1833. Tu. 18891 the house was 
moved a.bout 300 feet southeast of' its original site and was used 
as e. temporary chapel for St. Luke's Episcopal. Church. At that 
time there was not another building :f'or some distance; the 
building was placed in an open field across from which streets 
were being opened. 

The Grange was placed on its new site with its front facing the 
adjacent lot rather than the street in front. Construction of' 
buildings on the adjacent lots in the years that followed necessi­
tated alterations 1.n The Grange. The front and be.ck porches were 
cut o:f'f, and the original. front door was moved to fe.ce Convent 
Avenue and the old opening closed up. 

In the 1920' s St. Luke's Church was confronted with the possibility 
of either demolishing or se•lUng 'Ihe Grange. In 1924, title to 
The Grange and the property on which it stands was conveyed to 
the American Scenic e.nd Historic Presenra.tion Society, a.nd a trust 
f'Und of $50,000 created tor the permanent maintenance of the house. 
Since that time it has been operated by the Society as a museum 
a.nd memorial to HamUton. 'llie house was :renova.ted and reopened 
to the public in 1933. 

Public Law 87-438 authorlzes the Secretary of the Interior to 
establish Hamilton Grange National Memorial., providing however, 
nthe Secretary shall not estahllsh the national memorial until 
he has satisfied himeelf that the lands which have been donated 
a.re auf'ficient to assure the relocation of IJlle Grange and a.dminis· 
tra.tion and interpretation of the national memorial 11

• 

Pursuant to this Act, the City of New York is now in the process 
of transferring to the Federal Govermnent, title in fee to a 
plot of land 150 feet by 205 :feet at the corner of We st l30th 
Street and st. Nicholas Terrace. negotiations for the transfer . 
of an additional atrip 70 feet wide a.batting this plot to the 
north are under way. 

April 1963 
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MASTER PLAN 

FOR TffE PRESERVATION AND USE OF 

HAMILTON GRANGE NATIONAL MEMORIAL 
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April 1963 
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Harn:tlton Gra.tl.{;.;"e Ha:tiori..al Mer1orial is one oi' several areas of the 
national Park System in !'Jew York City: Statue of Liberty national 
Monument, Castle Clinton Wationul. Aon'U:!'.llSnt, Federal !!al.l and 
General Grant liation.a.l Hemorial.s end 'llleodore roocevelt Birth­
place National. Historic Site. 

New Yor'.!! City is easy to reach by rail, plane, bus or car. ~e 
Grange is easily accessible, Gubway and. bus stops being within 
a short walk~ 

'l"he Memorial V1ll be on the cempus of the Colleee of the City of' 
Ne1·1 York, overlooking 8"!;. Nicholas City Park. Adjoining ·(;he r.::ei:iorta.1 
site to the west is a public school. 'lbe surrounding area is urban 
and highl.y developed. 

Accord.ing to the Bttreau of the Census estimate of 1900, the IJew Yol"k 
City Metropolitan Area had a population of' l0,6o2,382 and the 
consolidated area of New York-Hortheastern rJew- Jersey hoA. a 
population of 14,€05,818. 11'he Memorial is a.ccesGible for day 
use to this population a.nd to a sizeable piJgulation beyond this 
area as well. 

'llie Memorial. site is on the upper slepe of a hill overlooking St. 
I~i<molas Park. 
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Section c, Public Us~ Data 

Prepared by: Da.VidA. Kimball 
-Interpretive Planner (llistori&1.} 

ACCPJ'T.ED BY: Newell H. Foster 
Superintendent 

(by memo.} 

Date April 1963 

Date April 19, 1963 



Section C, Public Use Data 

--------------·- -

Volume III, Section C 
Public Use Data 
Page 2 

Jl..l.thouen 'J.b.e Gl."'&lge is open to the public, vinitation is a.l.rn.ost 
nil. After 1fue Gra.nge has been moved to its new location on the 
campus of the Collec;e of the City of New York, it is anticipated 
that thio Will stimul.ate greater visitor use. 

April 1963 
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Section D, Natural. Hi story and Hi storicaJ. Backgroun<! 

1. NaturaJ. liistorx 

I.and.scape features to be d.etemined. 

2. Histo~ 

On AU€,ust 2, 18oO, Ha.mil.ton purchased 34 acres of land upon which 
to build a suitable home. 'i"hi s tract ran up a hill from what 
is now St. Nicholas Avenue to Amsterdam Avenue and ~xtended 
northward from 14lst Street to 145th Street. 

The house uas placed on the lower segment of the slope of a 
hill. Homil ton nazned it, 'Ille Grange, ai'ter the seat of his 
:paternal grandfather, Alexander Hamilton, Laird of The Grange" 
in the Parish of Stevenston, Ayrshire, Scotlando 

Hamil ton took a great deal of plea.sure in planning the house, 
as did his father-in-law, General Philip Schuyler. Hamilton's 
po:pers indicate that the project of' a house in the country 
for his gro'l.dng farrl.ly wao long in his mind, though the demand.s 
of an increasin(3ly successful law practice made his supervision 
of construction somewhat sporadic. Mrs. Hamilton may have been 
more a.cti ve in supervising construction than her huaband. 

Jobll McComb, Jr., who de signed GUch structures as I\Tew York' s 
City P..a.11, st. John' 13 Tl"ini ty Chapel (1&::>3), Queens Bu.ild.ine, 
Rutger College (1Go9), e.nd Alexa.n.der Hill. of Princeton 'Iheo~ 
logical Geminary (1815) was the e.rchi tect of The Grange. 
McComb and Ezrs, Weeks were the builders. 

April 1963 
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Section D 1 Natural H1 story o..nd lli storica.l Ba.ckip:yund 

Untortuna.tely, McComb 1 s plans for the building have been lost. 
However, his proposals, dated June 22, l8ol, contain a wealth 
of detail and correspondence of Hamilton and General. Schuyler 
contains nu.ch d..ata on changes made in the plans and as the 
building was under construction. The structure 1-ra.s completed 
late in l.8o2 and the family ooved into The Gra.n(.,.;-e. 

After moving into 'Ihe Grange, the fa.mil.y lived there most of the 
-year moving to a rented house downtown only du.ring the coldest 
months. ~ihile they were at ffue Grange, Hamilton conmmted 
to his dO't>'ntown offices eaeh day. 

After Hamil.ton's dee.th in the duel with Aaron :Burr, Mrs. Hamilton 
never again :made her horr:ie at 'lhe Grange for em:y length of 
ti.tie though she held title for almost thirty years. She was 
able to retain 'I'he Grange through a composition or Hamilton's 
friends who joined toeether and saved this one property free 
and cl.ear of debt to produce income for Hamilton's heirs. 
P:rom this and additionol gifts of realty, I·Irs. Hamilton was 
able to ra1 se her family and to engage in o. lifetime of cha.ri table 
enterprises, severa1 of which a.re still co:nt1-ibuting to ths 
welfare of New York' s needy. All the real estate, and The 
Gran.ea property and finally the house itself were oold by Mrso 
Hamilton over a period of years for income$ 

3. Archeolo13l 

Uone known or likely o 

4 ~ Status o:f Re search 

Research in preparation of an Historic Structures Report on 
ltamilton Gra.nr;e is in progress. 

Aprti 1963 

. - -------
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Section D, Natural JU.story and Historical Ba.ck~ 

5. Re search Accoigpli shed 

None. Huch wor'A on Ham:1lton and his public sel"V'ice has been 
done by competent professional historians. 

6,, Re search Needed 

ru.storical, architectural. and furnishings research upon which 
to base the Historic Structures Report and f'urnishing plans 
is urgently needed. Research for data. on Hamilton and his 
public career is essential for preparation of exhibits and 
literature, and to give life and scope to the interpretive 
program. It is pa.rtic.ula.rly important that oufficient data 
wi:th which to a.Gsess Hamil ton 1 s role in the adoption of the 
Constitution and his initial contribution to and continuing 
inf'luence in American public finance and economic growth be 
gathered. 

April 1963 
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Probl~ms oi" protection of vegetative cover, forest fire control, 
forest insects and diseases, grazing, wild.life and the like to 
not apply to Hamil. ton Gre.nse . Structural fire control mu.st 
always be provided for. First aid equiprrrent will be provided. 
liea.ting and electrical systems will be corrected as needed~ 
good preventive practices established and Oll autoni..atic detection 
system considered. The l\Jew York City ~lre Department is on 
call in e~rgencies. 

Va.nd.a.llsm may be a problem. Electric protection system will be 
considered in The Grange and close coopraration will be established 
with the city police, together with other :measures as required. 

April 1963 
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FOR TlrE PREGBINATIOII AI;]) USE OF 

HAf.filTOH GRANGE ~!ATIONl\.L MENORIA.L 

Volume III, Gener£J. Park Information 
Section F, Concescions and O'cher Agencies 

PNPeredby:DaVidA~ Kimball. 
Interpretive Planner 

ACC'EPTED DY: Newell II. Foster 
Supe rinternlent 

Date April 1963 
trustori2.n) 

(by m.eno,) 

April 1963 



Dection F', Conc~ssions a.ud Other Agencies 

Volume II:CJ Section F 
Concessions and Other 
Agencies 
Page 2 

Ho concessious are now i:..1 operation in the HemorlaL The area 
5'..LYTOvndinG the ;·,Iemorlal abotmds 1 n al.J. needed facilities, 

April 1963 
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llf~.l:iILTOW GHAl.~aE Ni\TIONAI., Hl.'iMORil\1 

Volume III, C-eneral. Pai1~ ln.fortl'JB.tion 
Section G, Con::r~ruction Data 

ACCEPI'ED DY: _...,.N ... e_~·re_ll.,,..._li..--. _,l!,,.."o_:: __ ,t_e_r ____ (.;....b~y_m_r_JO_. );._... ___ Date April 19 i 1963 
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Basic Data similar to o·ther New York City National Monuments o.:.'1.d 
t-1emoi-le.J. s G 


