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FOBREWORD

Building Bumber 36, presently called the Paymaster's
House, 18 a part of the original Armory-Arsenal group. While
its final use has not been determiced its importance is
unquestioned aud its vetention and &ti praservation must be
censiderad in the development of Havpers Perry National

The building is now used as a Vieitor Center and it
also provides space for the Administrative Offices of the
Monumant. Becsuse of this daily use & thorough phystcal study
 involving the opening of walls was nét feasible at this time.
Therefore r.tw following preliminsry and partisl survey :agert
was prepared Lo provide that basie architectural data neces~
saxy to facilitate the design snd installsation of an adeguate
heating system. The inclusien of provisions for a future
air-conditioning system in the design of the haating system
has hm wmny approved.

 purther study will be requived to determine the

appearance of the following items during the periocd for which
restoration is planned:

At what aimrwas thexxe%x gallery enlarged to its
present size and whanﬁthe axiasing»&enar&ti&a scroll work

applied?




Why iron lintels were used over the window openings of
the main portion of the building and flat brick arches were
mpleyad over the windew openings of the rear portion.

" The interior treatment of the basement room undar the
rear jmrtz.an and the stair run that formerly aumata@ it with
the floor abave. : |

whether int:erier wall treatment was of painﬁed plaster
or was ﬁapered mev type of floor finish was used, ﬂifhere is

also some doubt whechet the door and window casings ara eriginai.

The pai.ntz colors used at the time will nead to be det. mined,
Ratdware used w:%.l.i have to be invastigatnd aﬂ earlier
ieeks were teplaced with modern hardware,

o Appmciatmu is dua Herbert K. Kiasuus. Park
ﬁismrim and Charles W. Saell- Park Supervising Historian 'fér
t:heir api.rit of wanratim and for making available infemati.cn
_ uacwomd during their reaeareh work . | -

_  Pourteen of thc si.xtem sheets of measured érawiags
have Mén"ineludud in the Appendix. These vere prepared by
"H. A, Nelson and D. F. Schramx' of the University of Michigan;
J. B. Kise }‘and B. F. Barreﬁ the University of Penaéyiv?ahi;ﬂ&
¥, 5. 'ﬁansé‘h, Syracuse v&i&érsi'ty; and W, A. Wisner, ‘uiii;%}eisity
of Kmxsasv,' iinder the direction af Prof. Henry C. Bdmtds of the
ﬁnivaxsity of Iils.naia and the authar.

"~ Archie W. Franzen
Architect




B.

PEHXSI¢4L HISIORX

The historical date section prepared by Park Historian
Kissling end Park Supervising Historian Snell conteins documen-

tary information uncovered to date. This material discusses
the origin of the structure with dstes and also the names of
personnel identified with the structure.

Built by the Government in 1858-9, ss 2 residence
for the Master Armorer, this structure is the only one gtill
standing within the Mo

ment avea that suggests having been
congtructed from previcusly prepared plans, The layout of
the and the specing of windows, doors, and fireplaces
arve orderly and well thought out. Materiale used were of
good quality. The construction details and structural
features employed show understanding of good building
methods, and their execution implies close supervision
while the work was in progress.

As it wes intended for use by & person high in the
Armory-Arsensl organizetion, its scale and extent were com-
mensurate with his importance, Although no original plens

1



gtructures &thagmm mmmmm

and is located at the sowthesst cor

of Fillmove and Colusbia Streets, The first floor iz wocoupied
'a% the present time, snd permiseion was cblained for inspesti
48 ocoupied, and access ls w&

posaible b this time,
eDowld, widow of the iste president of Jtorer College.

She 18 presently sway, snd & ¢loser examination of the house
-smz be made when she et wns. It was viewed during the loeal

1. ?w gmwm and ﬁiﬁaﬁsa of source, sea the xmmm




Garden Club's snoual tour ﬁf alé homes lagt speing. It is
» m@;

identleal in plan with the
. Both structures have the £ﬂ3.1wmg i‘w&mg in
eommon with the -W&r’-a House:
8, The @mﬁ&m& m&m stone faced foumdetion walls,
b, Brick eaves cornice fdenticsl in sise end design,
¢, Maln m@m& with amsligkba, |
4, Weod trim brick mould on exterior of wiaéawa
¢ Interior window snd éaor eming trim.
i Wh@frmmiansmthe smmﬂk& |
Paymaster's House. | |
g« Locabion of stair to the basement in the rear
Raxly hesting ves scoonplished by fireplaces end
d and coal stoves. &twe;aige holes in the ahimm seour
inamwwmaﬁmlam ™ éammm&tmelms
brought from the Upper Potomse River Valzey to Herpers Ferry
in the early 1800's, It is possible that built-in sosl
grotes were smployed to heat the strusture origlnelly. The
fine condition of the brick of the fire chembers and hesrths
- gugpests thet the fires were rot in contact wi'hh the brick~
work, In later days, stovepipe openings in ﬂ;{eﬁmpiaee
bresgba were nade to asc wood-and cosl-buming stoves.




heat the bullding.

Ho physical evidence was found to indicete that the
lighting was advertised as svailable in Charles Town ®t an
carly date.” Present Lighting by KPS wes effected by using
amoved eable installed by others prier to soquisition,

2. Virginie Free Presa, April 7, 1836, The gas lighting
sdvertised by & hotel there was probably supplied by e
privete geg-nmaking spparabus,

4



 the perimeter of the building. Only the resr portion

aynaster's House is & two-story brick strusture,
el1-shaped in plan, the main portion of which is roughly squere,
being approximately 42' x 38' with the longer dimension fronting
on Shenandosh Street. To the resr & portion of the structure
extends 25" 6" and is 20° wide, its southwest wall renging with
Stone masonry fowndstion walls ave faced with out o
stone to form e 3" wide, smmg water table amlatm.y around

- resy helf of the main porbion are excevated to form A basement.

The brick superetructure is laid up in camuwon bond,
four cowrses to 10-3/8", uaing 8-1/2" x 2-1/4" brick with morter
Joints etruck flush. At sometime in the past the brick wes

inted red end bad pencilled brick jointe lined off lrrespective
of the sotual mortar joints. The wall sdjecent to Bullding #35
and the beck wall of the resr portion were not so treated.
Chimmeys projest within the strusture and ave flush on the

axterior walls, The tops of the end walls terminade in




snsh with six lights over alx ligh

with cast-ivon weights. The windows in the rear poriion are

. not cownterbelunced, Exterior lug sille are white limes

~ and project into the Jambs 3/4". The sills have weter washes
with flat planes at the jembs to receive the . '
Jron lintels support the brick over the open

ings in the wain
poriion, while lintels over the windows of the wmm
heve flak brick avehes. Inside, the windows of the msln
portion have splayed Jomb Lingrs of weod. o

Those of the rear

 portion heve streight returns of wood. Windows eve shutiered

& few interestingly-designed casb-iron mﬁw dags

, Both portions have Wyimaé mﬁa, and thm are
at differvent levels. The main yoof is mwmm mﬁ ie
od by three king post trusses with ﬁ:mmmum:»mam |

: v'rhe trusses support longitudinal beams used to reduse the spans
#f both the rafters snd the second-floor wﬂ.lizsgéeis%a

oards messuring as m a8 1?«-1/2“ m :-,: d ghowing
mﬁieal sew maz'km The northeast slope of ma roof over tha
resr portion is & standing seam “$4n voof and :f’ cteo
the gallery roof. The ba e a:s this roof m afi,.a.ﬁe* xzm
probebly be found thet the top side of the sheathing is rotted
6




with the ordginal extending a:!. thé mrt.hem% gide of the

pear portion. At a lster ﬁm‘iﬁ 8 w&iag sddition: &

esnt gide of m main mim was added, o
mge in floor mm on the.

Interior flooring i}g W and grooved, aﬁmsl&
thickness, laid over the Jolste m intexdor ef
w&ll o inwr:&ax of memonry wall. The 3% x 4%
of the interior partitions are raised from--snd tosmailed
to--the flooring with their top ende nalled to the floor

Joigte above using helf laps. The interior walls ave

~gawed 1-1/4" x 3/8" lsth naile

Raster ceiling centevpieces, sireulsr in shape,
are found in the main rooms and centrsl hell of the firvet

7



f1oor of the medn portion, No physieal evidence has besn
found to indieate whether the walls ed or palnted
Mantelpleces on the first floor are more prebentl
han those found on the sesond floor, although both designs
ave not refined and apparemtly sre the work of cavpeter
400 skilled in finished woodwork,
| Floods have osused
and gome of the interior
the first floor sve rebbebed at the top and supmounted with
en ogee moulding. Those of the mecond piain boards
aurmounted with an ogee moulding, Tnterior door aud windos
ca ngs ave extremely simple with s pseudo-pediment W the
heads of the openings, The main stair trim is typieal of
that found in other bulldings within the Memument with
1ils with gimple curved

Drawing M-HF 3078 shows pertinent supplementary
struoturel dste thet will affect the hesting design layout,

NM-HF 3067, It would be desireble to pase horizontel piping
and ducts above the mttic ceiling jolsts and below the
flret-floor jolsts in the basement. Vertical piping and




duete should be rTun belween eﬁstinﬁmwiwm 111on Wwood

aEy flves,




Shurypoff of EODC with special cor

 developed by A. H. sideration
 given %o avolding widesirable alberations to structural and
eaign featuren of the mmtmg N | |
- The pystem is composed of an oll-firved m—mw
boiler to be losated in the basement end comnected to an_
 existing fiue to be lined with terra cotta, The oil storage
~ tazk s to be buried and anchored to withstand dislocatic
by possible flood waters. | .
© Dpistribution of heat 18 to be Acoompls _
| sennected to two air-handling units, one of these to be loomted
in the attic of the main portion of the bulldin , 8nd the other,
mmamammmammemmmwmmw
‘the resr portion, A - | ,
. The second-ficor Tooms of the main portion will be
heated by werm-alr celling diffusers comected to ducts in
‘the attie. The first-floor rooms will be beated by floor
nected o ducts run in the mmtmmth the
 fivst floor. The velling diffusers will also sct 88 cold-aix
 returne. Seperate floor grilles and dustz will be used for

10



cold-air returng on the first floor. The rooms im the rear
e ,J'fff:". be heated by convectors,
umif{.a were salaezmﬁ g0 thet cooling

each air-handling mit with refrigerent piped to each sooling
eoil. ' '
T4 1s proposed to instell package-type weter svers
‘on stends within the privy bullding located in the rear of
‘the grownds.
| It is estiuated hab the hoating system will cost
$8400,00 installed, To furnish end install future air-conditioning
based on present priees would be §7950.00, |
In the sbove layout the basement oil b

nex will be

be removed within s short warning pericd. The alr-handling
undt with the eleotric fan in an elevated position on the
 grownd floor—in an winpartant Tesr room--¥ould be bove all
 emcept the highest floods of vecord,
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¢ supparted by 3/8" thick by 4" by 3-3/4" wrought

8 with the exposed edge beveled to shed water. Earlier

ing of the brickwork has been removed with enly vesilges
remadning to show that it was formerd

stones capplug the parapets are red sendstone., Brick iz s
mixbure of soft and hard burned bricks,

Photot A, W, Franzen
Qotober 1957 )
BDG Neg. No. 329






shory poreh mml o %:aam mmm ‘immz
connecting addition to the rear of the mein
ening o to the second floor mf the
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