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-,•t•u u• QeM a4 •aly Net1«Je• i1'Clllcate that ti..,- wz-. ..,., fut.-..cl 

to wed. Joi•t• rwaaiao par-1.lel to a.aa_.u Str••t aAd l>Mrl• oa t.p 

of MNllJ'Y 1•49•• looatecl at tM ba" of tM 1.Aterlor part1 ti•• Rll _. 

tlM el'l411N1lla. 

lacll eto .. h&el • door aA4 two fl•J\king willdln,,s in hotlt tl\e 

front ud .baci:: exterior w.11•• ~r• •• an interc,uuwtctino o,.n.ing 

»etwet\ the •tor•• 1.n tae brick J)r!.rtJ wall th•t W&• later brick•4 11p, 

po•aibly lfMrt the iRtedor •t&ir ht tlM a.,uthwat atora wa• &dlliJd.. 

On tb. •rl•rior and at tM r .. :r of ·the aoutlkwat •tor•, atoM 

aaeoary oro...,.lt• raa tl'ft t1'. Wildiag to t• rod: ldllad.dl bitldacl 

the etruct\are forainq • rooa ll"•l• cleep by n•-ow wt• 1 .. 1c1a diaa,. 

ato2'•• .._111.a of u .... wall• .,.. QIPl'O:daately ei911,t fe.-t high. 

Within thia J'OOll 1• a lov •ton• foun.deUon which aay 1-Ye ».en a. Tault 

or ov•n •ru:1$.1\\re. It ••-r.• 5, .... ••P by 51-0- wt• oa the tut•• 

'?lleN _,. 11.a..-. ~A n,of•d oftr by tJw perdt di.cl: tut o•• ••i•t•d at 

tu •c:oNl floor 1 ... 1. 

111 una, 
As clo .. ly •• e&n .ti. •t•raln.d. the s,eoou. floor •• di Ticwd 

i•to ~t l•4at fQu roo• by ••a• ef woo&tn P&.rti tic11.a oe_,.Md of 

•i,agl• board tludtM•• n.aniJIIQ fJM floor b> ceiling. Tb ,pvt1U~ui• 

we.re toaqu.•d aad. qroo••cl u4 w:r• fa.teaed to th" floor an4 ceUtag 

by 1111411 oha,ahtred •td.-, on. •• MCA aide of thu putitieit. Oaly • 

portion •f tbeN parti.tioaa ,ttu •n•t and ta.ix- {»Or• u• Jltgj,ag. 

!he iat•rior .-urf•ce• of tke out•r: walla and tlwt e•ili"O• 

t 







Uali.u tu fl.or• ti.low. thit wt..,,_ at tkte l•ftl Mff 

paiatM -,lq-4 .aod flokt iaatffd of plaetet'. Ti.. caat119 tda 1• 

•ul.ted aa4 lie.• NN W.•ok• •t i ta _,.,.t' co.ra.r i•t•r .. etioa•• 

T°.ur• &r• two iat•ri•r dNr• ~,-1\11141 ♦ff tb.t l.ctdge ..... •• lead.1119 

to the clo«t ,.... and tke oti..r t• ti.. pnparati•a ,.... 1'lwy ._.,. 

fftr r&i•d P"•l• Mda «.A4 ar• »14 ta plao. vtt• hit•Y7 aMlldlaqa 

taat appu.r to i,e pioat period. TM .,.r c.ut .. tda •t•• ta.. 

'Wiadrw caaiag■ hil.t • di9ht TU1•ti•• in vi<ltll ia4S.oat•• tlla.t tMY 

wr. •• to •t• tll. •Jdati-, ••11191• 

Th.n 1, • ■-ll oloa.d fiNJtl•ce i• tM do.t NOii ldliell 

~••t• tbt tM dt'ridl111 ,-id U.a .. tioae4 &boft IIQ a.t •" 

NP- pl....-d t.r oriota.ally. '1h llint•• of tl•• LHc,e ,.., lffllllli>er 12,. 

11,s* e.ul for tlle p&rcb .. of & ate••. 

Th. flHriDg at tlli• leftl 1• CIQIIIIIO .. d of lle.JTOWIII' b»u48 

tAll1' tho•• fo11Mi •n tu ••a.ll floor. n.,- ar. tn 0004. ot1Mlit1•• 'for 

t:be ••t put., iM.t a lal'9ll Jr,at• of ••n floodng oc:rc:sra •t ti.. 

entr&ftce uci •.rt•nu into t'M Loao- hoa. 

11 •• ,,11 
'?ht ••t•r wall• wre paroet•d on tlle •xt•ri•r llllltt • nt••• 

of eooring., t.o re..-bl• co'llr•d ••an, ha• bNn 41eooftr.ci. !Mr. i• 

a corbellM brio: eoratoe •t the ••1re• liu tu-.• ~r- 1a Jwipt. 

The roof wae •wr•d with W.acik: •l•t• an.4 there wr-• M 

.,,_r,. Solid ••Wnq we.a M.11•4 Oftr al t♦rut• l:111q JJO•t tn ... • 

aad pidr•d raft•r•• !2\•r• a.re fi•• truftlea ill all and t:ii.N occur 
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evidence at tint floor level. X-bracing · ts are part 

that bad to be pla.ced under the second floor ei7&tem. Moat ot tbe door& 

and W'J.n<1ows at t.h1s level a.re missing 8l1d. will have to be rec tructed. 

The interior walls and ceilings were plastered and the floor 

was wood flooring le.id a.cross wood joists 'W1 th 11 ttle space betveeii the 

Joists axid the natural reek benee.th tb • 

Photo: .Jack E. Bouclle1.·, Dec~ 196.l 
Dea- Bo. mnc 2512 





This naor level. was divided into :rc,oms b7 vwtica.1 

bee.rd partitiOU8. 'l'he bo.ards are T/811 in tbicmeaa, ta,gued eDd 

ooved vi.th am.all beaded edges. The1r original paint coat waa a 

pinkish red. They were fastened. top amd. oottom with cliamf'ered 

VOOd strips .. only' s::nall sections of tbei;e pa.rtit:J.ona re:main. 

As indi~a.ted in the photograph the ma.ntelpieee 1 simple 

to th point cf crudeness . !.Che baseboard is pla.in wt tb a top 

beaded edge. Be<~ause of floor ~ttlem.ent, additional. 'weod atrippittg 

was nailed to the top of the base'bosrd to close the gap ea.u&ed bJ' 

settiement.. The flooring is tongued and grooved pine boards 

random width. 

Photo: .lack&. Boucher, :O.~ 1961 
• Do. EODC 1723 





ILLt6TRfflOB NO. 4 

in l.956 wben the roof structure stabUized. 'l'he Joints 

~ the king post trusses are bolted together and it 

necesse.17 to tighten these COll?lections to bring the top cborda 

into their proper :poaition and prevent :f.'\lrther sagging. The 

two tie rod.a , one oJ: wh1 ch appears in the photograph, were 

The long tti'i.bera with the ort1ses are :re:pu.ted to be 

sal va,ged boat timbers from cargo barges f'loated. d.O"..m the rivers 

t.o Harpers Ferry and. then broken up f'or sale . 

"The ce.-Uing plaster and gable ends: down to the wood 

cornice line, were painted a light blue and decor:,.tcd with 

clouds and ta;rs . 

I'.boto: Jack • Boucher, December 1961 
:Reg. :lo. 1126 
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,LlX~I:USTRA'l'IVZ DKi.'A 

A., N"ame and :Junber of Buildi.n;:,:: 

Building No. 41+, The Philip Coons Building or I:-~asonic Hall., 

3.,. Pro2osed Use of Structure: 

It is proposed to restore the exterior of this building to its 

1859 appearance, based upon data uncovered by historical and archi­

tectual researcho As already agreed upon, between the Park., the 

Regional Office a11d the Eastern Office of Design and Construction, 

rest room facilities for Park visitors will be provided for on the 

first floor.,. This will eliminate, or at least alleviate, what has 

been a dire need since this park was established, :e .. , adequate 

rest room facilities,. The second floor of this buildin3 will con-

tain the heating and cooling syster:, both for Building Ao. 44 and 

adjacent Building ii.Jo. 45 - the forthcor;1ing Visitor Center,. The small 

stone structure., appended to the rear of Building No,. 44, will con­

tain the cooling tower for the aforementioned second floor installation,. 

We are holding in abeyance any proposal for use of the third floor 

of this building, until such tirne as park interpretive plans are more 

concrete« 

C. Provisions for Operating the Building: 

The lower or ~round floor will serve as comfort stations and will 

be open to the public. The second floor will be kept locked to pre­

vent unauthorized admittance to the heating systemo 



D.. Preli.mi.nary .Estimate of Cost of Restoration, Rest Rooms and Heating 
and 6ooling Slst~: 

EODC is currently preparing plans for the comfort stations and for 

the heating and air-conditioning systems serving both bui.ldingso It 

is expected to accomplish this installation within the current funds 

appropriated for PCP # B-20-30 

In accordance with the provisions of the PCP, we will stabilize 

the w-a.lls and restore the exterior of this building to its appearance 

in 1859. The interior will be in keeping with the facility served., 

This will require concrete floors and proper retardation wall and 

ceiling treatment on the second flooro Sewer, water a,.,.J. electrical 

connections it.Jill be essential. 
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HISTORICAL DATA SECTION 

1. OWNERSHIP OF THE LAND, 1782-1872 

Wager Lot No. 46, the present site of Bldg. No. 44, was owned by i:he 

Wager family from 1782 to 1836. On June 16, 1836, the vacant lot was 

sold at public auction to Philip Coons and James Duncanson for $600. In 

1840, Duncanson sold his interest in Lot No. 46 to Philip Coons for $100. 

Mr. Coons remained the owner of the lot until July 17, 1855, at which 

time he sold the property to William Richards for $1,830. Mr. Richards 
1 

retained title to Lot No. 46 from 1855 to 1872. The location of Bldg. 

No. 44 and Lot No. 46 may be seen by glancing at the 1835 plat of Wager 

property which appears on the next page of this report. 

2. CONSTRUCTION OF BLDG. NO. 44 
2 

Lot No. 46 was a vacant piece of land in 1836. The future site of 

Bldg. No. 44 and the structures then standing near the property may be 
3 

seen on Map No. 2 of Harpers Ferry, dated January 27, 1835. 

In 1837-38 Philip Coons erected a two story stone building on Lot 

No. 46. The new house fronted 38 feet on Shenandoah Street and was 32 
4 

feet deep. Probably because the lot was jointly owned by Coons and 

1. For a detailed and documented study of the ownership of Lot No. 46, 
see Snell, Charles W., "Historic Building Report, Part I, for Bldg. No. 
44, The Philip Coons Building," dated October 14, 1957, revised February 
4, 1958, pp.1~4, 5. 

2. Virginia Free Press, April 7, 1836, p.4, c.l. 

3. National Archives, R.G. 77, Records of the Office of the Chief of 
Engineers, Fortification Map File, Part of Map Dr. 150-Sheet 82-2. 

4. Virginia Free Press, September 27, 1838, p.3, c.3, showing building 
in use. Dimensions from Drawing No. NM-HF-3055. 
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James Duncanson, the first floor was divided by means of a central 

partition wall into two separate shops or stores. The second floor 

was designed for use as dwelling and contained five rooms. The 

original roof was probably composed of wood shingles, the type then 

in general use on most houses in Harpers Ferry at that date. There 

was no cellar_ to the building. 

The next major change to the structure occurred in 1845-46, when 

following the destruction by fire of the Masonic Hall on January 7, 

1845, and old Free Church, the Masons erected their new lodge hall as 
5 

the third floor to Bldg. No. 44. A slate roof was probably installed 

on the structure at this time. The new Lodge Hall of Charity Lodge 
6 

No. 111 was dedicated on June 24, 1846. Bldg. No. 43, which stands 
7 

on the east side of Bldg. No. 44, was also erected in 1844-45. 

A flight of exterior wooden steps at the west end of the building 

were added in 1846 to grant access to the second and third floors of 

the house. The arrangements covering the addi Hon of the third floor 

was formalized in a written grant of Philip Coons to the Masonic Lodge 
8 

on November 11, 1852. Under this agreement the Masons were granted 

full title to the third floor of the building for use as a meeting hall. 

The Masons, on their part, agreed to maintain the roof and down spout-
9 

ing in good repair at all times. The third floor contained two rooms. 

6. Ibid., May 7, 1846, p.3, c.5. Announcement of forthcoming ceremonies. 

7. Snell, C. W., "Historic Building Report., Part I, for Bldg. No. 43, 
The McCabe-Marmion Building," dated July 9, 1958, pp.5-7. 

8. Deed of B. & S., Grant. Coons to Lodge, November 11, 1852, Deed 
Book 33, pp.43-44. The flight of steps to the second and third floor 
are mentioned in this deed. 
9. Ibid. -4-



One was a large meeting room and the smaller room may have served as a 

coat room. 

A plan of the first floor of Bldg. No. 44, furnished through the 

courtesy of Architect Archie W. Franzen, will be found on the next page 

of this report. 

Philip Coons described Bldg. No. 44 in March, 1854, as follows: 

I will sell, on 18th March, my LARGE SI'ONE STOREIDUSE & 
DWELLING, situated on Shenandoah Street ••• The two store 
rooms on the first floor will be sold separate, and the 
Dwelling above consisting of five rooms also •••• lO 

The third floe~ of course, was the Masonic Hall. 

3. USE OF BLDG. NO. 44 18 8-1861 

Bldg. No. 44 was completed by 1838 and contained two shop rooms 

on the first floor. By the fall of 1838, one shop was occupied by the 

"Flour and Grocery Store" of A. Hite and Company. The other room was 

then rented by the "Harpers Ferry Clothing Store" of William J. Stephens. 

Both businesses advertised that they were situated "Opposite the Post 

Office," which was then located in House No. 4, on Lot No. 1, Block C, 
12 

Shenandoah Street. (See the 1835 Map, Map No. 2.) 

Mr. Alfred Hite remained in business at Bldg. No. 44 from 1838 to 
13 

11 

at least September 30, 1841. William Stephens remained at this location 

10. Virginia Free Press, March 9, 1864, p.3, c.2. 

11. Ibid., September 27, 1838, p.3, c.3; October 25, 1838, p.3, c.3. 

12. 112.!,g., April 18, 1839, p.3, c.2; For location of Post Office, see 
Snell, Charles W., "History of Lots No. 1 to 11, Block C, Shenandoah 
Street, 1796-1865," dated January 23, 1959, pages 19-20. 

13. Harpers Ferrx Constitutionalist, May 1, 1839, p.4; July 23, 1840, 
p.3. Virginia Free Press, March 11, 1841, p.3, c.3; September 30, 
1841, p • 3, C • 3 • 
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14 
from 1838 to October, 1842. On October 27 of that year he then moved 

15 
from Bldg. No. 44 to a store located on Wager Lot No. 5. 

In M.ay, 1844, one shop in Bldg. No. 44 was probably rented to 
16 

Righter Levering, who operated a dry goods and grocery store. The 

other shop was probably occupied by the dry goods store of Solomon 
17 

Snook and Bushrod L. Pina. 
18 

Mr. Pine died in February, 1852, at the 

age of 35. 

In April, 1848, D. Conrad announced that he was opening a new dry 

goods, Groceries, Hat, Cap and Bonnet Store "On Shenandoah Street in 
19 

the room recently occupied by the Jews, under the Masonic Hall •••. " 

There is no record of how long Mr. Conrad remained in business in Bldg. 

No. 44. 

By March, 1854, when Philip Coons offered to sell or rent Bldg. No. 
20 

44, the structure was then occupied by Thomas Russell, Jr. Bldg. No. 

44 and Wager Lot no. 46 were purchased by William Richards on July 17, 

1855, for $1,830. 

Probably from 1855 to March, 1858, one shop in Bldg. No. 44 was 

occupied by William Newton and John D. Potterfield as a grocery and 

14. Virainia Free Press, March 7, 1839, p.3, c.3; April 18, 1839, p.3, 
c.2. Harpers Ferry Constitutionalist, June 5, 1839, p.3--in this issue 
Stephens gave the locaj;ion of his store as "on Shenandoah Street, op_f)O­
si te the Post Office (.:rrhich was on Lot 1, Block C, Shenandoah Streei) 
and adjoining Mr. Rite's flour and feed store." January 8, 1840, p.3--
Stephens gi V.§!S his store location as "Next Door to the Post Office, _ 
Shenandoah (The PoBt Office by that date had been moved to Bldg. No. 45). 
July 23, 1840, p.3. Virqinia Free Press, September 23, 1841, p.3, c.3; 
May 12, 1842, p.3, c.4. 

15. 1&!.9-., October 27, 1842, p.3, c.2. 

16. Ibid., May 16, 1844, p.3, c.4. 

17. Deed of Trust, April 1, 1845; Pine, as surviving partner to Dennis 
Snook, Deed Book 27, pp.319-320. 

~8. -• February 8, 1848, p.3, c.l; Census of 1850, 
eel , V.2, p.124. -7-



butcher store. The other room was used during the same period as a 

bakery. In March, 1858, the firm of Newton and Potterfield was dis­

solved and Mr. Newton announced that he would continue the business 
21 

at the same stand. 

On September 15, 1859, just before the John Brown raid, William 

Richards advertised: "STORE ROOM FOR RENT - Store formerly occupied 

by Mr. Newton. Desirable for grocery store. Apply at bread bakery, 
22 

Shenandoah St." Thus at the time of the raid, one shop in Bldg. No. 

44 was for rent and the other was being used as bal:ery. 

In October, 1860, Mr. Richards again gave notice: "Rare chance -

the only chance to rent a srORE ROOM at Harpers-Ferry is now presented. 

The room adjoining the Bakery on Shenandoah Street is offered for rent. 

It is suitable for a grocery, Shoe Store, or other purpose ••• Possession 
23 

will be given at any time." 

The bal:ery in Bldg. No. 44 and the dwelling on the second floor of 

the structure was occupied in 1859 by John N. Stonebraker. The Census 

of 1860 contains the following data on this family: 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

John N. Stonebraker, 28 years old, male. Confectioner. Value 
of personal estate: $500. Born in Md. 

Mary C. Stonebraker, 25, female. Born in Md. 
Susan Malotte, 60, female. Born in Md. 
Mary B. Stonebraker, 3/12, female. Born in Va. 24 

Virgini Free Pre s, April 8, 1848, p. 3, c.l. 

112.!,g. I March 9, 1854, p.3, c.2. 

Ibid., March 25, 1858, p. 3, c.l. 

Ibid., September 15, 1859, p. 3, c.3. 

Ibid., October 18, 1860. 

Census of 1860, Reel 10, V. 2, p.175. 



The third floor of Bldg. No. 44, was, of course, used as a Ma.sonic 

Hall from 1846 to 1861. 

4. HISTORICAL PLANS OF WILDING 

No historical plans of Bldg. No. 44 have been found and it is highly 

unlikely that any will ever be found. Modern measured drawings of the 

structure have not as yet been prepared. 

5 • HISTORICAL PRINTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS 

Historical prints and photographs showing Bldg. No. 44 will be found 

in the following reports that have already been submitted: 

1. 1857 print, photograph HF-249, in Snell, C. W., "History of Lots No. 

1 to 11, Block C, Shenandoah Street, 1796-1865," dated January 23, 

1959, page 110. Print shows west chimney and roof, rear side, of 

Bldg. No. 44. 

2. 1865 photograph, HF-361, in above report, page 112. View of roof. 

3. 1880 painting, HF-68, on page 113 of "History of Block C, 11 a view 

of rear roof of Bldgs. No. 43 and 44. 

4. 1889 photograph, HF-82, in Snell, C. W., "Historic Building Report, 

Part I, for Bldg. No. 43, The McCabe-Marmion Building, 11 dated July 

9, 1958, page 26. Excellent view of Shenandoah Street front of 

Bldg. No. 44 taken during 1889 flood. 

5. 1890 photograph, HF-446, in above report, page 27, excellent view 

of front of Bldg. No. 44. 

6. 1921 photograph, HF- 346, in above report, page 28, view of front 

of Bldg. No. 44. 

7. 1892-1896 photograph, in Snell, C. W., "Historic Building Report, 

Part I, for Bldg. No. 44," page 9. Excellent view of front and 

roof of Bldg. No. 44. 



8. 1955 view, photograph NHF-526, in Snell, C. W., "Historic Building 

Report, Part I, for Bldg. No. 43," page 32. View of rear and slate 

roof on Bldg. No. 44. 

9. For a photograph of a similar stone house erected by Philip Coons 

in 1825-26, see photograph HF-44 in Snell, C. W., "History of Lots 

No. 1-7, Block D, Shenandoah Street, 1796-1865,"' dated January 30, 

1959, page 50. Also pages 41-46. 

6. SUMMARY OF HISTORICAL DATA 

A. Ownership of the Land, 1782-1872 

Wager Lot No. 46 was owned by the Wager family from 1782 to 

1836. On June 16, 1836, Philip Coons and James Duncanson purchased 

the lot for $600. Coons acquired Duncanson's interest for $100 in 

1840. Coons then sold the lot and Bldg. No. 44 to William Richards 

for $1,830 in 1855. Richards retained title to the property from 

1855 to 1872. 

B. Construction of Bldg. No. 44 

Bldg. No. 44 was erected by Philip Coons in 1837-38. The 

structure, as built by Coons, was a two story stone house that fronted 

38 feet on Shenandoah Street and was 32 feet deep. The original roof 

was probably composed of wood shingles. There was no cellar under the 

house. The first floor was divided by means of a brick partition wall 

into two shop or store rooms. The second floor contained five rooms 

and was designed for use as a dwelling. 

In 1845-46 a stone third story was added to the original house by 

the Masonic Order of Harpers Ferry. This new addition contained a 

large meeting room and one smaller room. A wooden exterior staircase 

was built at the west end of the house in 1845-46 to give access to the 
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new third floor and a similar door was probably cut in the west wall at 

the same time to give entrance to the second floor. A slate roof was 

probably also installed over the new hall in 1845-46. 

C. Use of Bldg. No. 44, 1836-1861 

The first floor contained two shops or stores from 1838 to 1861. 

The second floor was used as a residence during the same period, and the 

third floor was used as a M:isonic Hall from 1846 to 1861. 

A summary of use for the shops on the first floor follows: 

1. 1838-1841; Flour, Grocery and Feed Store of Alfred Hite and Company. 
1838-1842; Clothing Store and Tailor Shop of William J. Stephens. 

2. 1844-1848?; Dry Goods Store of Righter Levering. 
1844-1848?; Dry Goods Store of Bushrod L. Pine. 

3. 1848-1849?; Dry Goods Store of D. Conrad. 

4. 1853?-1854; Store of Thomas Russell, Jr. 

5. 1855-March, 1858; Grocery and butcher shop of William Newton and 
John D. Potterfield. 

1855?-March, 1852; Bakery of Stonebraker. 

6. March, 1858-September, 1859; Grocery and Butcher shop of William Newton. 
1858-1859; Bakery of John N. Stonebraker. 

7. October, 1859, John Brown Raid; One shop vacant and for rent. Other 
shop occupied as bakery for Stone­
braker. Second floor the residence 
of John N. Stonebraker. 

8. 185~0ctober, 1860; One shop rented to unknown party. Other shop 
still occupied by Stonebraker as a bakery. 
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