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ing ie a thres stery stons structure

andoah Divest in the

iscaled o8 the @@ﬁh@@g@ side o lovey town

gectien of Hasrpers ?@3{?, fte oonstruction was «

dtioned by the

giter that ls, it: weg Becegsary Yo yemove lurve gusntitier of natursl

vour from the Billside t%::é provide a level e to bulle 1he

g%g%gé*%:@f@* %%iaﬁag conditions had o be met when the adi

jacent builds

ortheast. And as with these latter bulldings,

k was used in bullding up the %@g&%i@; &l the giruciuze
on the exterior with #youch casting”

keepers and family.

all attie roon &

Ly and the a5

third floor may have been

L by & varetaer foy

Constructlen was started 1o 1864+40 at the

%ii%? @ﬁ%% % ﬁiﬁ%; 2 %@‘ﬁ i"’"ﬁ- %%; %%?; %-%;
%ﬁ bﬁii&iﬁ% Bt thevalors bave bess @2@@%@% %@@
g i Jaruary 10, Eﬁ%ﬁi “Laa
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e i the %E@ﬁﬁ%’% } /
sah sverburden severing t%%@ fivagt flvey oF the
s%zﬁ%%i%m {8 revoved,

this m@ z*a%f@? to an sarliey

i




fowever it could wot have be

en otherwise in as much as the
HBarmion
Building (known te have besen built in 1845) as its northeast end

Philip Coons Duilding uses the scuthwest end of the )

clogurs., There is no evidence on this wall showing

sxe 8 roof had

been constructed over the i%% twe fleors priery to the %ﬁﬁ%ﬁ'ﬁ%‘%ﬁ%ﬁ%

of the thize %E@@f for pagonic une,

& caretul perussl of the mindtes of %ﬁzéﬁg bodoe #1101 for

tion of the third Floer meeting r

& Yhat congtyue

the vear 1845

ieted by Tove

wag started early in 1848 and oo e 92, 1048,

the Pawone held thalr fivet v xf%xg. - Puiiip

d in the minutes of March 22, 1845, men~

ting in theiyr nevw o

Cosns was 2 Hason i

L Baivesed Dyice, iven and 1 : 4
urch which had burned

tien 18 made of Mis having b

from the saviier

Some of these materisls way have bew d ia the sonstruction

of the now halls, The vear wall abeve the thivd fleer level is brick

and the widih of the floor boards are narvower than thess of 1he second

floor.

"?:%m %%2?%@%
o 9%, 1045,
- dire in et

%i%ﬁ%%%&? %ri%y, ﬁamm a&é i@%&;ﬁg %*@@r&
from 1045 to the present. All sinutes pricy o
were losgt the Eplecspal Church wae destroved |
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ter ceiling, eliptical ia profile, was suspended over

® of old boat timers s te the lower

rds of the trasses,

The roof covering was of slate and there were fo

. In 1956 the Serviee y

baloony st the second floor level on the Shesands
slevation has a railing of cast fven but ne evidence

srove That

Access to the sscond and third floors was provid

¥ 67 wnden goobs oo

visy the space bebtwsen the sub

building and the adjecent Stagscoach Inn to the souf

upted at the second floer lewel by twe contiguous land-

run ie inter

fldize end the othey 4 sten lower piving

atyed in E%‘é%g 1877, 1880 and 1990,

rvepalrs. Upon ascquisltion of the preperiy by the Service the treads
otection of the Park visitors.

sd

ed in 1956 for the pr

and yisers were rene

To the rear of the structare the foundation of & small ap

ing but so far the period of this sddition has not heen

deternined nor has its apt

arance or use been sstablished,




In the natuvel weeck hillside, at the rear, & flight of stons

 We are told that

these led to a back porch at the second ﬁ? Zi@%%}g

The sagh on %k@ gocond fleor are dovblehung %fi%i% tualve

The

had tuelve over slcut ;i@iﬁ%&;

gix panels. %%% %éra’% floor

deteraine %zf%z@ir

The ptructurs hag ne at and Lie atery walls interier

srese divigleon wall ars ULt oy vatursl poe

becguse of the distanve are overiapped sl mid-gun

benestlh o0 ¢ boavwy poplay bean yunning frow end wall %o e0d walls

In the Beginniny heating was sccom

é%@é by thyes Tiven suny,

18 in

sed over Bt an sarly 4o

sne 4t sech Tlser level. These ware ol

faver o ploves

for which stovepipes wers let lnie the chimne

te ghove e mantelpleve

Be Peiil later Tlves of the

ticnal steves in 1he Coene

n Ballding were utilized Jor ade
we on the northeest

sonie Urds

Ballding. The

¢ sne 8f e wl
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wall of the 4hizd

fleor and in briciine 1t wp lacorperated 2 shert bl

flue with the construction, Plusbing and sanitary facllities are non-

exigtents Water would probably have been obtalned fron the town s

and carried., Privies would have had to be located on the crest of the

with oil

Ralnwater from the roof slopes was
to ihe strest.

Bs

sns Building sleng with the adjacent siructures to

either side was subjected to the ravages of floed waters. As & resuit

ground floor have wompletely yoited

the finieh fleor and jolsts of &

rporated in the structure, by

tatiene inee

nger exist.

sticies, Bave teken their tell of the Zabrie., This
fg particularly true of the yeay well where @@%@%ﬁ%é@ﬁg in the Zizet

vl toward the anven,

ut pptending u

v ef 1957 ss

Geserasl mesonyy stabiliszation was sce

gure but ne ailt de to rebuild the re to period

a safety »

sbpearasee or levels.

The glate wed dn the Fall 8l 1008 Besauss b

foef wag o

R i

4, Minutes of Charity Le
8.8 for vandies to 1

s dated J v 3, 1882, notes & Bill for
aut the halls




this material

ber the dhesthing vas vneovered J1tLie mors than Bald 68
wag fo

the rafter and truss

ed onte the defective rafters and truss bearing » re usisg aplit

risne commectors. The decaved portiens of the above werersmeved

destreved to aveld Purther contandnatien., The truss jolnts were

tiohtened v %o bring the truse sments inte fall plav. A ie

covering of roll rooling wa

There are twenty-nine wind

%, twelve ol wil

be veconstructed, and the balance requlire varyiag

re are oloht exterior dosrs, five of which &

The present guitters

. @;’%@g%%g% B

by the servies and are to be replaced |

Bs previously sentioned the exterier flight of stalrs betwewr

and Btagecoach Inn were repaired by the Darvice but the

thie struoiure

replaced. In se dlog peried

supports and carrieges will have to be

sonpideraticne are o B taen lnte soosunt,




The brick sidewalk found cut front alens Shenane

replaved lavge flagstonss of pers shale, e i belleved to have

asonic minutes to
Zﬁ*@?ﬁiyﬁ &

room of the second floor is

e done in 1877 when & reference was made in the

nt in comnection with the exterier stalrwsy

fizing the pav

The flooring in the west cernsy

ny of the south corner room is in pov

fs’ga%% bayund f@@ﬁ% and the fleer

ering en this level «

with the enception of as sicht feot seauare

conditlon.

2 é%&@%ﬁ% on the second flosy were wice

of single thickness, tonoued and grooved and varving in widith with

were painted originalily an

1l besded edoe trealmen,

over in later veasrs. Few of thess partiticns .

Exterior walle wore plastersd divect 1o thely interior garfaves

red %%%5% cal eimined,

rently fren

Wall plaster on the firet floer walle hae fallen off ap

y sedling plaster st all stery

having be
» ie wrasied %ﬁé:& gome cased has
the jolsts. The plaster of the velling over the

ale Hall was removed when repalrs to the roof wore being made,

Ualy one mantel remaling and It lg very plaln and severe in

characiar and i logsted in the outh voun o e secun Flosy.




Little 47 any hardware remalin

and & few post peried door loeks.

?fz;%i@ three stoyy masonyy struchure Fronts 37707 on Shenandsh

Street and L8 31"~8% deep, and measures 43%-5" from grade to the roof

peak., 1t conteins 43,125 ou. ft. exclusive of the indsterminate cubsg

of the rear o we, Each of the thres fleers contaln approxisetely

805 sg. fL. of usable floor space.

The bulldisg has but three of 1is oun exterier walls velvine
bullding for ite fourth

wye shele,

en the southuest wall of the e

- gnclosging wall. The exterier walle ave ¢

proximately twe feet in thickness, with the exception of the rear

thivs floor Jolst lowsl to b savas wieh

wall at the back betwsen 1

ig brich, Tepestration sy

gaity v the

and sxplaing the nece

Back exterior wall surfaces

frent and
and third floey levels

tie yod washers that are yent at ths seceond

en these slevations.

plan the firet fleoor was divided inte twe slore

ia

an eloht inch thick brick crose wall only ene stery in helicht, The

individual stores were Ffurther divided inte two rooms, Front and back,

at one time but these partitions mo longer exist, & x@iaﬁ?@%y late

stalr in the southwsst store leads to the e - The interier

oy

walle and ceilings of the stores were plastered. Thelr finish %i




gretems are gons and only vestiges indicate that ithey were wood fastened

te wood Joints vunndng pavallel to Thevendosh Shrest and

g5 ol e

of sesonry ledoes lovated at the ba

e end walls.

Pach store had & door and twe flanking windows in both the

back exterior walls. There was an interconnscting opening

front ane

tween the storss in the brick party wall that was later bricked up,

e

possibly waen the loterior stalr in the southwest stors was ad

southwest store, stons

Un the sxterior and 8% the veuy of the

wasenyy crosgwalis van Trom the building te the reor hillside babind

the structuye forndng & voon 13%1% deep by 11%0% wide lnaide

plons., BRemaing of thess walle are wpproxisately sight feet high.

Within this rvoon is 2 lov stone foundetion which may have besn 3 vault

oy pven enclogure. It meamures 0%0% desp by %07 wide on the lnsids,
Theze pay Bave been roufed over by the pordh coor that onee sxisted at

the spiny Tloor levsi. |

Bs clessly ae ean be dternined the second {looy wae divided

wn partitions

iate at least four vooms by means el
gingle board thickness running from floor o celling. The partitiens
ware tongued and grooved and were Famtened to the floor and eellimg

1 chanfered strips, one on sach side of the partition, Only &

By

portion of these partitions still exist and thelr doors are missing.

The interior surfeces of the outer walle and the celliings




X' 5 B

veEe Blartared. splaved ¢ we on this fleor wers

plastered and therve was & singls board vaslng with 2 b

at the interssction of the splaye and interier wall plane surface.

There were three doors to the exterior at this level during

the restoration peried. One of the throe spened onte the exterier

stalr landing en the southwest slevation, the second opened ente the

baloony at the front of the building and the third

the poroh dece 8t the rear of the sbructure,

poplar beanm 10 3/4% deep by 130°, runnlng continucusly for

35%0" from end wall to end wall, supports the fleor Jolsts where they

#s In a similar fashion the

jolsts 4l by & poplar beam which 1s srbed at its

0% = 10° poplar post. This post should r

iz checked o

of 1te structural value. The peplar bean

e relnifereed.

Thore 18 but ove flrepiacs on this level
It was bri

telpiece e made up of thick undases
sy of the

on the southwest wall of the south corner roonm

25 & stove evuld be used.

A stove pipe hole was broken inte the chim

silding on the nertheast wall at this level alsc.
¢ off the walle declesing

Civil War treop scribblings and steaciling on the whit

%ﬁ‘@%&%}i &

e




The third floor wae reserved fzom the beglaning

exclugive use of the Masonle Order, It iz @

laree nesting room towerd the northeast end

roximately 20%-0" wide,

gront to back of the building by 28%-0* long. 4 4

titden gt

“ jong, This latter sy

»d findshed on the Lo iwam slde and plastered

srates the from & narrowsy

s é.é %%x%%@r aiv

bulldine and & lavesy

st 1 T#ant of 1

11 preparation

cak yoom off the ene

ares at the rear that served as an entyy and ¢

seiiing

terior stairs on the southwest, above the preparatio

and closc ¢ ig P%=0" high. JAn interier sraire within the

som above in the atilc space

srge lodge mesting room’s ceiling was vaulted

oross section wam eliptical in shape transverse to the ridge 1

y Btrset)., This

of the reef (the latter is parellel %o
inted on a light blue background.

bad wilte stares o clouis

It was supported from old boat tisbers vsed as furring sus

ghazed #

trusses ab

doe sfiived o the lowmr

A ' ‘= . & B 5 3

ted meeting reom.

gt wall wich

ports thus providing a lary

walls were plastered with 1he ezoeption of the sout

is verticel wood bosrds. There le a

the yoom at the spring line level of

i1




Unlike the floors below, the windows at this level have

cssing trim le

¥ mvaer interscotivne.

i Bae vome Dloces st 1tz

som, o8e leading

There are b Interior 4 aing off the Lodoe
to the ﬁ%@%ﬁ zoom and 1he other o the preparation %%ﬁﬁ %ﬁf? have
four velesd panels sach and are held 1a place %ﬁ%% %z%?? mouldinge

peried. The

ing trim matches the

window casinos Bt 8 slioht varistion 1n width indiestes that

were made to mateh the exletine casings,

There is 4 ¢ place iz the ﬁi%&éﬁ; roon whien

divid

gegte that 1he atisnad

Been tla

siwater vl 1 |

1848, 28l for the purdhase of 5 wiove,

The floorine at this levsl s & gad of vavrowar boards

than thoee found on the sseend fleoy. They are in good wonditie:

the most part, but & levge pateh ol modery Flooring cooure at the

ghtrance an exten

s Doon.

of sooying, te 1

sornies at the suver lins thres wouy

2 corbelled brick

e yoof wes covered with Black glate and there were wo

 sheathing was nailed over slteraste king post trusses

these svour

There are five irvdgsese in 3.1 ane

iz




ployed to resist the

é wovel fovm of vongivuction was

# and rafters. A vertical

':gi*é@:@%%@i thrust of the heals of the tru

wsod ;%%%%% wag let inte the masenry, at the interler masonry line, its

> beling level @iﬁ% the tep of the masenry wall at the caves. Affixed

to this plate, %}i? means of a wortise and tenony sscured with wood

sd biseew o7

ware %ﬁ%ﬁ%@igx :

wood buried in ’%%%

giﬁ plates wore aplhed. The wood

that are in %ﬁ%&ﬁ% with the masernry, are geverely ¢

%ﬁ‘* exterior wis v opanings ot the seoond and thipd

%ig levels of the front and back walls have oun sod 1istals,

eoatinseusly Tron end well o end well 2

These run

acting as lintels they alse function as masonry ties for the plers be-

t sections &t & time, and the

dhlmney for the struciure

reinforesd with stes] roda. The sne

z

s and will have 4o have iis reconstructed te i4a proj

* - of the exterier ?&X‘%@?L% s §%ﬁ§ een %g’% L by wsathey and

coach

- will reguirve the Lication of new pargeting, %%ﬁ%@g te ot

13




irsec maBenry.

tag ol e perled %g%%; ere s

ruseoff from the remyr roof slope was conducted by &

gpilled onio & BEies paved pither Bt ovade Tt

Ine and the sbject uildles. This dige G, prosably wley

gldowaly thae 4 plpe, 1o e streets The yoe! drainaoes of the front

roul slope wag 4 stharged to the styeel lrom & dvwmpout i%s;@%ﬁé ia

Street slevalion.

it develop thet the

floor baloony at the freat of the bullding i & period fenture 1t will

5

be ssoussary 1o reniase

¥ mlesing parie 1o pues

serve it.

A flegeiens slidewall

s was veplaced by brick paving in later years. The brick sheuld

be removed and Feriavnd vt Flaneioiag,

in which the rear s

dues arevnh resain to dellnllely

that the wood seeond floor poreh deck provided & vou

B

The phyelenl g@%ﬁéﬁa@&%@a ef dhie stvusture o4

arity of ptrochtures within the Bomument arva.  Tor this yveuwn
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evidence at first floor level. X-bracing and posts are part of shoring

that hed to be placed wider the second floor system. Most of the doers
and windows at this level are missing and will have to be recomstructed.

| The interior walls and ceilings were plastered and the floor
was wood flooring laid across wood Joists with little space between the
Joists and the nstural rock beneath them.

Phote: Jack E. Boucher, December 1961
Neg. Ho. EODC 2512






This floor level was divided inte rooms by vertical

board partitions. The boards are T/8" in thickness, tengued and
grooved with small beaded edges. Thelr original paint coat was a
pinkish red. They were Tastened top and bottow with chemfered
wood strips. Only sasll sectlons of these partitions remain.

As indicated in the photogreph the mentelplece is simple
to the point of crudeness. The baseboard is plein with s tep
beaded edge. Because of floor settlement, additional weod stripping
was nailed to the top of the basebosrd to close the gap ceused by
settlement. The flooring is tongued and grooved pine boards of
random width.

Photo: Jack E. Boucher, December 1961
Neg. No. EODC 1723







in 1956 when the roof structure was stabilized. The joints
of the king post trusses are bolted together and it was found
necessary to tighten these comnections te bring the top chords
inte their proper position and prevent further sagging. The
two {ie rods, one of which appears in the photograph, were
installed in 1892.

The lomg timbers with the mortises are reputed to be
salvaged boat timbers from cargo barges floated down the rivers
‘o Harpers Ferry and then broken up for sale.

The celling plaster and geble ende, down to the wood
cornice line, were painted a light blue and decorated with
clouds and stars.

Photo: Jack E. Boucher, December 1961
Heg. No. EODC 1726









T tehee were started

felloving slx sheety of masured s

in 19868 and recently s study of the siructuse

vas undertaben, They will be = e tetalled

dravings as

worhk prouresses and pertinent snd hidden date s
waesvered, |

Toms conmiveetise fentuss  are glwilar %o

H
e

e nelghboring

%
:
structures to %ﬁ

ing. Hewever, the ¥ tion le different to that fouw

rpere Ferzy bulldinge and the detalls of the

in any of the 0

kBie: piates and thely compenants crting the trusses ars

gnigus te these o are elas,
Skotches by

The Juther and
Architect Ray 2. Nell
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ADETHTSTRATIVE DATA

As Name and Number of Buildingse

Building Woe 44, The Philip Coons Buillding or lMasonic Hall.

Bs Proposed Use of Structure:

It is proposed to restore the exterior of this building to its
1859 appearance, based upon data uncovered by historical and archi-
tectual research. As already agreed upon, between the Park, the
Regional Office and the Eastern Office of Design and Construction,
rest room f acilities for Park visitors will be provided for on the
first floor. This will eliminate, or at least alleviate, what has
been a dire need since this park was established, i.®B., adequate
rest room facilities. The second floor of this building will cone
tain the heating and cooling systen, both for Bullding ¥o, 44 and
adjacent Building ¥o. 45 - the forthcoming Visitor Center. The small
stone structure, appended to the rear of Bullding No. 44, will con-
tain the cooling tower for the afcrementioned second floor installation.
We are holding in sbeyance any proposal for use of the third floor
of this building, until such time as park interpretive plans are more
concrete.

C. Provisions for Operating the Bulldings:

The lower or zround floor will serve as comfort stations and will
be open to the publics The second floor will be kept locked to pre~

vent, unauthorized admittence to the heating system.




De Preliminary Estimate of Cost of iestoration, Rest Rooms and Heating
and @coling Systenms

EODC is currently preparing plans for the comfort stations and for
the heating and air-conditioning systems serving both bulldings. It
is expected to accomplish this installation within the current funds
appropriated for PCP # B~20-3,

In accordance with the provisions of the PCP, we will stabilize
the walls and restore the exterior of this building to its appearance
in 1859, The interior will be in keeping with the facility served.
This will require concrete floors and proper fire retardation wall and
ceiling treatment on the second floor. Sewer, water and electrical

connections will be essential.
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HISTORICAL DATA SECTION

1. OWNERSHIP OF THE LAND, 1782-1872

Wager Lot No. 46, the present site of Bldg. No. 44, was owned by the
Wager family from 1782 to 1836. On June 16, 1836, the vacant lot was

sold at public auction to Philip Coons and James Duncanson for $600. In

1840, Duncanson sold his interest in Lot No. 46 to Philip Coons for $100.
Mr. Coons remained the owner of the lot until July 17, 1855, at which
time he sold the property to William Richards for $1,880. Mr. Richards
retained title to Lot No. 46 from 1855 to 1872.l The location of Bldg.
No. 44 and Lot No. 46 may be seen by glancing at the 1835 plat of Wager
property which appears on the next page of this report.

2. CONSTRUCTION OF BLDG. NO. 44

2
Lot No. 46 was a vacant pilece of land in 1838, The future site of

Bldg. No. 44 and the structures then standing near the property may be

3
seen on Map No. 2 of Harpers Ferry, dated January 27, 1835.

In 1837-38 Philip Coons erected a two story stone building on Lot

No. 46. The new house fronted 38 feet on Shenandoah Street and was 32
4

feet deep. Probably because the lot was jointly owned by Coons and

l. For a detailed and documented study of the ownership of Lot No. 46,
see Snell, Charles W., “Historic Building Report, Part I, for Bldg. No.
44, The Philip Coons Building,” dated October 14, 1857, revised February
4, 1958, pp.l=4, 5.

2. Virginia Free Press, April 7, 1836, p.4, c.l.

3. National Archives, R.G. 77, Records of the Office of the Chief of
Engineers, Fortification Map File, Part of Map Dr. 150-Sheet 82-2.

4, Virginia Free Press, September 27, 1838, p.3, ¢.3, showing building
in use. Dimensions from Drawing No. NM-HF-30855.
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James Duncanséon, the first floor was divided by means of a central
partition wall into two separate shops or stores. The second floor
was designed for use as dwelling and contained five rooms. The
original roof was probably composed of wood shingles, the type then
in general use on most houses in Harpers Ferry at that date. There
was no cellar. to the building.

The next major change to the structure ceccurred in 1845-46, when
following the destruction by fire of the Masonic Hall on January 7,
1845, and old Free Church, the Masons erected their new lodge hall as
the third floor to Bldg. No. 44.5 A slate roof was probably installed
on the structure at this time. The new Lodge Hall of Charity Lodge
No. 111 was dedicated on June 24, 1846.6 Bldg. No. 43, which stands
on the east side of Bldg. No. 44, was also erected in 1844—45.7

A flicht of exterior wooden steps at the west end of the building
were added in 1846 to grant access to the second and third floors of
the house. The arrangements covering the addition of the third floor
was formalized in a written grant of Philip Coons to the Masonic Lodge
on November 11, 1852.8 Under this agreement the Masons were granted
full title to the third floor of the building for use as a meeting hall.
The Masons, on their part, agreed to maintain the roof and down spout-

9
ing in good repair at all times. The third floor contained two rooms.

5. Virginia Free Press, January 7, 1845, p.2, c.6.

6. Ibid., May 7, 1846, p.3, c.5. Announcement of forthecoming ceremonies.

7. Snell, C. W., “Historic Building Report, Part I, for Bldg. No. 43,
The McCabe~Marmion Building,” dated July 9, 1958, pp.5-7.

8. Deed of B. & S., Grant. Coons to Lodge, November 11, 1852, Deed
Bock 33, pr.43-44. The flight of steps to the second and third floor

are mentioned in this deed.
9. Ibid. o e




One was a large meeting room and the smaller room may have served as a
coat room.

A plan of the first floor of Bldg. Ho. 44, furnished through the
courtesy of Architect Archie W. Franzen, will be found on the next page
of this report.

Philip Coons described Bldg. No. 44 in March, 1854, as follows:

I will sell, on 18th March, my LARGE STONE STOREHOUSE &

DWELLING, situated on Shenandoah Street... The two store

rooms on the first floor will be sold separate, and the

Dwelling above consisting of five rooms a8lsCease

The third floor of course, was the Masonic Hall,

3. USE OF BLDG, NO. 44, 1838-1861

Bldg. No. 44 was completed by 1838 and contained two shop rooms
on the first floor. By the fall of 1838, one shop was occupied by the
#Flour and Grocery Store” of A. Hite and Company. The other room was
then rented by the “Harpers Ferry Clothing Store” of William J. Stephens.ll
Both businesses advertised that they were situated #Opposite the Post
Office,” which was then located in House No. 4, on Lot No. 1, Block C,
Shenandoah Street.lz (See the 1835 Map, Map No. 2.)

Mr. Alfred Hite remained in business at Bldg. No. 44 from 1838 to

13
at least September 30, 1841. William Stephens remained at this location

10, Virginia Free Press, March 9, 1864, p.3, c.2.

11. Ibid., September 27, 1838, p.3, ©.3; October 25, 1838, p.3, c.3.

12. Ibid., April 18, 1839, p.3, c.2; For location of Post Office, see
Snell, Charles W., “History of Lots No. 1 to 11, Block C, Shenandoah
Street, 1796-1868,7 dated January 23, 1959, pages 19-20.

13. Harpers Ferrv Constitutionalist, May 1, 18398, p.4; July 23, 1840,
P«3. Virginia FPree Press, March 11, 1841, p.3, ¢.3; September 30,
1841, p.3, c.3.
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14
from 1838 to October, 1842. On October 27 of that year he then moved
15
from Bldg. No. 44 to a store located on Wager Lot No. 5.

In May, 1844, one shop in Bldg. No. 44 was probably rented to
16
Righter Levering, who operated a dry goods and grocery store. The

other shop was probably occupied by the drv goods store of Sclomon
17
Snook and Bushrod L, Pine. Mr. Pine died in February, 1852, at the
18

age of 35.
In April, 1848, D. Conrad announced that he was opening a new dry

goods, Groceries, Hat, Cap and Bonnet Store “On Shenandoah Street in
19
the room recently occupled by the Jews, under the Masoniec Hall....”

There is no record of how long Mr. Conrad remained in business in Bldg.
No. 44.

By March, 1854, when Philip Coons offered to sell or rent Bldg. No.
20
44, the structure was then occupied by Thomas Russell, Jr. Bldg. No.

44 and Wager Lot no. 46 were purchased by William Richards on July 17,
1855, for $1,830.
Probably from 1855 to March, 1858, one shop in Bldg. No. 44 was

occupied by William Newton and John D. Potterfield as a grocery and

14. Vircinia Free Press, March 7, 1839, p.3, ¢.3; April 18, 1839, p.3,
c.2. Harpers Ferry Constitutionalist, June 5, 1839, p.3in this issue
Stephens gave the locagtion of his store as "on Shenandoah Street, oppo-
site the Post Office (which was on Lot 1, Block C, Shenandoah Street)
and adjoining Mr. Hite’s flour and feed store.” January 8, 1840, p.3
Stephens gives his store location as “Next Door to the Post Qffice,
Shenandoah (The Post Office by that date had been moved to Bldg. No. 45).
July 23, 1840 pr.3. Virginia Free Press, September 23, 1841, p.3, c.3;
May 12, 1842, p.3, c.4.

15. Ibid., October 27, 1842, p.3, c.2.
16. Ibid., May 16, 1844, p.3, c.4.

17. Deed of Trust, April 1, 1845; Pine, as surviving partner to Dennis
Snook, Deed Book 27, pr.319% 320,

8. ¥i;ginia Free Press, February 8, 1848, p.3, c.l; Census of 1850,
eel TU,7V,2, p.124.
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butcher store. The other room was used during the same period as a
bakerv. In March, 1858, the firm of Newton and Potterfield was dis-
solved and Mr. Newton announced that he would continue the business
at the same stand.21

On September 15, 1839, just before the John Brown raid, William
Richards advertised: #“STORE ROOM FOR KRENT - Store formerly occupied
by Mr. Newton. Desirable for grocery store. Apply at bread bakery,
Shenandoah Stg”zz Thus at the time of the raid, one shop in Bldg. No.
44 was for rent and the other was being used as bakery.

In Qctober, 1860, Mr. Richards again gave notice: “REare chance -
the only chance to rent a STORE ROOM at Harpers-Ferrv is now presented.
The room adjoining the Bakery on Shenandoah Street is offered for rent,
It is suitable for a grocery, Shoe Store, or other purpose...Possession
will be given at any time.”23

The bakery in Bldg. No. 44 and the dwelling on the second floor of
the structure was occupled in 1859 by John N. Stonebraker. The Census
of 1860 contains the following data on this family:

John N. Stonebraker, 28 years old, male. Confectioner. Value

of personal estate: $500. Born in Md.

Marv C. Stonebraker, 25, female. Born in Md.

Susan Malotte, 60, female, Borm in Md.
Mary B. Stonebraker, 3/12, female. Born in Va. 24

19, Virginia Free Press, April 8, 1848, p.3, c.l.

20. Ibid., March 9, 1854, p.3, c.2.

91. Ibid., March 25, 1858, p.3, c.l.

22. Ibid., September 15, 1859, p.3, c.3.
23. Ibid., October 18, 1860.

24, Census of 1860, Reel 10, V.2, p.l75.
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The third floor of Bldg. No. 44, was, of course, used as a Masonic

Hall from 1846 to 1861.

4

HISTORICAL PLANS QF BUILDING

No historical plans of Bldg. No. 44 have been found and it is highly

unlikely that any will ever be found. Modern measured drawings of the

structure have not as yet been prepared.

5'

in

HISTORICAL PRINTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS

Historical prints and photographs showing Bldg. No. 44 will be found
the following reports that have already been submitted:

1857 p:int, photograph HF~249, in Snell, C. W., “History of Lots No.
1 to 11, Block C, Shenandoah Street, 1796-1865,” dated January 23,
1959, page 110. Print shows west thmney and roof, rear side, of
Bldg. No. 44.

1865 photograph, HF-361, in above report, page 112. View of roof.
1880 painting, HF-68, on page 113 of “History of Block C,¥ a view
of rear roof of Bldgs. No. 43 and 44.

1889 photograph, HF-82, in Snell, C. W., “Historic Building Report,
Part I, for Bldg. Fo. 48, The McCabe-Marmion Building,” dated July
g, 1958, page 26. Excellent view of Shenandoah Street front of
Bldg. No. 44 taken during 1889 flood.

1890 photograph, HF-446, in above report, page 27, excellent view
of front of Bldg. No. 44.

1921 photograph, HF-346, in above report, page 28, view of front

of Bldg. No. 44.

1892-1896 photograph, in Snell, C. W., “Historic Building Report,
Part I, for Bldg. No. 44,” page 9. Excellent view of front and

roof of Bldg. No. 44.




8. 1955 view, photograph NHF-526, in Snell, C. W., "Historic Building
Report, Part I, for Bldg. No. 43,7 page 32. View of rear and slate
roof on Bldg. No. 44.

9. For a photograph of a similar stone house erected by Philip Coons
in 1825~26, see photograph HPF~44 in 8Snell, C. W., “History of Lots
No. 1-7, Block D, Shenandoah Street, 1796-1865,% dated January 30,
1958, page 50. Also pages 41-46.

6. SUMMARY OF HISTORICAL DATA

A, Ownership of the Land, 1782-1872

Wager Lot No. 46 was owned by the Wager familv from 1782 to
1836. On June 16, 1836, Philip Coons and James Duncanson purchased
the lot for $600. Coons acquired Duncanson’s interest for $100 in
1840. Coons then sold the lot and Bldg. No. 44 to William Richards
for $1,830 in 1855. Richards retained title to the property from
1855 to 1872.

B, Construction of Bldg., No. 44

Bldg. No. 44 was erected by Philip Coons in 1837-38, The
structure, as built by Coons, was a two story stone house that fronted
38 feet on Shenandoah Street and was 32 feet deep. The original roof
was probably composed of wood shingles. There was no cellar under the
house. The first floor was divided by means of a brick partition wall
into two shop or store rooms. The second floor contained five rooms
and was designed for use as a dwelling.

In 1845-46 a stone third story was added to the original house by

the Masonic Order of Harpers Ferry. This new addition contained a
large meeting room and one smaller room. A wooden exterior stalrcase

was built at the west end of the house in 1845-46 to give access to the

™




new third floor and a similar door was probably cut in the west wall at
the same time to give entrance to the second Ffloor. A slate roof was
probably also installed over the new hall in 1845-46.

C. Use of Bldg. No, 44, 1836-1861

The first floor contained two shops or stores from 1838 +o 1861,
The second floor was used as a residence during the same period, and the
third floor was used as a Masonic Hall from 1846 to 1861,

A summary of use for the shops on the first floor follows:

1. 1838-1841; Flour, Grocery and Feed Store of Alfred Hite and Company.
1838-1842; Clothing Store and Tailor Shop of William J. Stephens.

2 1844-18487;: Drvy Goods Store of Righter Levering.
1844-18487; Dry Goods Store of Bushrod L. Pine.

3. 1848-18497; Dry Goods Store of D. Conrad.
4, 18537~1854; Store of Thomas Russell, Jr.

Se 1855-March, 1858; Grocery and butcher shop of William Newton and
John D, Potterfield.
18552=-March, 1852; Bakery of Stonebraker.

6. March, 1858-September, 1859; Grocery and Butcher shop of William Newton.
1858-1859; Bakery of John N. Stonebraker.

7. October, 1859, John Brown Raid; One shop vacant and for rent. Other
shop occupied as bakery for Stone-
braker. Second floor the residence
of John N. Stonebraker.

8. 1859%-0October, 1860; One shop rented to unknown party. Other shop
still occupied by Stonebraker as a bakery.

Charles W. Snell
Historian (Park Supervisory)
March 20, 1859
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