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SECTICN X o INTRODUCTION

This historiesl study of Wager Lot Ho. 13 has been prepared for the

followling Teasonss

'l. To check out the loostions of varicus businsesseg. With the.sourcss

availeble, it has been necaaéary to establieh the use of existing historic
gtructures by utilizing newspeper advertisements and then ettempting to
locate these businesses in & particular stxucture. This study therefore
establishes the definite location of & n@mb@r of firms on & particular
site at & cetain tiue. |

2, The buiiding on Lot Ho. 18, located adjacent to Bldg. Ko, 9, wae the
cornay structure at Potemsc and Shenandoah Strests, 1837-1856. Data on
the building on Lot 13, therefore, may reveal architectural informatica
of value in the restoration of élég. Ho. Se

%, Wager Lot Ko, 13 was also connected with the final stages of the
physical development and improvement of the Arwory, namely the widening
of Potomac Street; thus this study alss has & bearing on the Ammory s#axy;



SECTION 1T - FISTORICAL DATA

da JHERCIER OF THE LAND, 1835 %o 1663

- On Epydl 2, 1835, the Circuit Superior Court of Law &nd Chancery for
Jefferson County, Virginia, aﬁpoinﬁad Comnissioners “to lay off and divide
inte thres ca:qual lots and micels, the real estate at Harper®s Ferry which
descended to James B. Wager, Gsrard Be Wager, end Sally Ann Vager, now
Sally Ann Bwayne, the wife of Koah H. Swayne, from their father, John
Wager Orad, d@ama@d.”l The property thus being divided at Harpers Pore
ry was commonly known as the “_wagér gix Acre i?:emxmtioﬁ and Perry Lot,”
an ieland of land 4n private ownevship surrounded on all sides by land
ouned by the United Staies Gcwmmem:.z

On October 10, 1835, the three CmBsmngm reported to the Court:

#lo Sarsh Ann Swayne, the wife of Nosh H. Swayne, we sllot and assign the

lots following as numbered in the annexed plat and marked F.H.S.1 o wit:

3
Lot loe $=8~10+11~1316=17=20~ 2426~ 2031w 3335404245, ,.46-5]1 and 55,7

Zhus.on Cetober 10, 1835, Wager Lot Xo. 13 (sze blue area on 1835 plat,.
pege § of this roport) was awaxded to Earuh Ann Swayne and this lot re-
rained the property of the Swaynes unti{l 1833,

Cn July 1, 1837, Noah H. Swayne leased Wager Lot ¥o. 13 to John G.

-

Wildon, & merchant of Harpers farry, for ten years at &a annual ground
1. Gibson, etc, ve. Wager, etc., Decree, Deed Eook 89, pp.l40-14l.
Jefferson Ccunty Cour: louse, Uhazles Town, semt Va,

2. 1830 plat: *The wWager S5ix scre Raservation, Jrawn by Jamass M, Brown,
8.64Cs,” in Deed Ecok 29, 1847-48, p.140, see page 3,

3. Deed Eook 89. Paldl,
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‘ l
rent of 8180.00 & year. Mr, Wilson heid the leasshold io Lot Ne, 13 frou l

1837 until 183G, )

Cn December 26, 18535, Hoah H. Swayns sold Lot Ho. 18 to the United
States Government foy §2,000, ®,..Subject to the unaspired teim of & Leass
for Ten Year,,.Oranted by Said ¥ozh He Swayne ax;ci Sarah A. Swayne his wife,
to John G. Wilgon, by Deed of Losse dated on the lat day of July ia the
year 183%.."’5

And finslly, after dickering with the Covermment ovar the price for
hie building from July, 1852, teo 1838, John C. Wilson, in consideration of
the sum of 43,000, assigned his loase to the U, 5. Government on Jenusry
31, 1856, This dooument reads in partt "ihe leasshold interest or prop-
erty, situated at the Junetion of Shemandosh end 8, Cliff Sts {or Potomsc
Streotd {n the Town of Harpors Ferry aforesaid, having on it a three storey
brick Dwelling & Otere, and other baildings known as Lot 13."""6
%, CONSTRUCTICN OF THE SUILDING CN LOT 13

On July 1, 1837, John G, ¥Wilson, who had previously constructed Bldg,
Ko, 43 in 1828, leased Wagexr Lot Ho. 13 frem the Swaynes. As & part of
thig lease, Wilson agreed:
#1¥, %he s\mld Party of the second part [John 6. ¥ilson) within two years

from the date aboye mentioned Tluly 1, 18300 shall ervect on said Lot a
brics or stone Iuilding covering the micle front thersef 57 fser § inchess

s

and gt leaszt two Storles high, and at lear Jorty fsor in depth & with the
wzlls of suflicient fhicknesa o sustain ancther BLorye.” 7

4. lease, July 1, 1837, Dsad Zook No. 28, p.202-2823,

3¢ Doed of B, & S., Dacemier 25, 1855, Deed Zcox 33, pp.298-297,

6. Assignment of Leass, January 31, 1836, Deed Book 35, p.295.

7. Lease, July 1, 1837, Deed Ecok 22, pp. 202-203,

.
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Wilgon spparently started construction at once, for in Jamuary, 10638,
he sancunceds ®GOODY AT CUBTS...The arrangement I have mede, will enable
wa, after the first of April next, (o relocaid) at wmy new gtore opposite

the Arssnal Yard.,.® 9Thus iandicsting that the hullding was scheduled for
’ 8
acapletion in 1838, The house was completed by July of 1838 and cocupied
g .

at that date.
In 1893, Mr. Wilson, advertising his building for rent, deroribed it
as "The Hotel,..on Shenandoah Street, oppusite the &%mnal s at Haypers~

Forryees 1t has soventeen well finished roowms, ‘exclusive of the bazement
10
gtory, which io also finished...”

In March, 1841, ho announceds

“#YALUABLE PROPERTY POR DALE
Will sell oy TAVEEN HOUSE in Harpers Perry,

situated immediately on Main Street, opposite the U.S. Arsenale..s -

The ILUSE is three stories high, with a commodiocus twe story back

uildiag Banex like Bldga. Yo. 8, 10-A, 11-A, and 12-A), and four 2eszmont

STONILS under the whole, and contafns twenty Koomflece .

Tnia property i& now under an annual rent of U600, and ia insured for

. &R unexpired term of eleven months...” 1l

In October, 1842, he acain offered the property for sale, dssuxibing
it as ®that VALUALLE THREE-SIORY ERICK HCUSE on Shensndoah Street, Harpers-
Perry, opposite the Arsenal Yard... The House is large and convenient,

12
baving 17 gocd rooms, independent of the rooms in the besement stOYyae

8. Virginia Free Prass, January 4, 1838, p.3, 2.3y Wilson, at this date,
w28 located in a store oa Sieck €, Lot 1, Chenandcah Sireat.

§., Ibid,, July 13, 1833, 2.3, z.3.
e b

10, Ferpers Perry Constituticnslish, May 28, 133%, p.d.

11. Yirginia Free Press, March 11, 1841, p.3, C.é,
i2. M' Cotober 13. 18‘3‘ 9.3, 00‘} Sﬁptﬁm}xr 5' 18%4. pcS, Ceds

e




In 1845, he edvertised:

, “FOR HERY.

*I would yent to a good tensnt, the dwslling part of my larce three
sloyy DRICK ICUSE, Opposite the Arsenal Yayde The lousa is large and waell
ealeulated for & Pesrding Fouss, having sixteen roung, indepesnident of two
bagsnent rooms and callatBee” 13 :

In 1846, ho put into trust: “...lot of land cppousite to the Rrsansl
Yard, aud has upen it the three atm;y brick building {with & two story
addition behind {he same) & part of which i& now cocupied by the maid Je
Ge ¥ilson as & store mﬁ&.‘“"‘“& Three daym later, he described the same
buildings as a “three-gtory brick bullding (»z:&th & thres-story briek buile

1&
ding attached theretol, e

The following maps show the site of Lot 133

e

1. “Harpers Ferry Bhewing the Location of the Winchester and Potomas Raile-
xoad, Drasn by Lieut, White, Allen and Re B Smith, U5, Avmy, under the
direction of James Learney, Li. Col. ami Te Eop Map Ho, 3»1835."’16 Thig
1833 map show & mmall building situated on the site of Wager lot 13; this
vas perheps Cerard B. Wager’s offica.

g. "Oietch Kos %, Shewing twe precticsble locations for the Balte, & Ohio

17
R, Ed. through the Village of Harpers Ferry,” probably drawn 1637-33,

shows lot 13 28 vacant at that date, tius the mep was probably drawn in, 1337,

13 Jircinia Frse Press, March 13, 1845, p.3, c.l; Mareh 18, 1848, p.3, edl.
14, Deed of Trust, April %1, 1848, Deed Zock 13, . 33-84,
18. Deed of Truat, Apzil 34, 1248, Deed Scox 28, p.37-33,

18, Naticna) Archives R, Q. YNo. 77, Records of the Office of the Chief of
Engineers. Fortifications Map File, Mapt Dr, 150, Sheet 62-2. '

17« Crdnancs Cffice, Drawer §, Portifolic Mo, 5, Photostatic copy of map
racoived from Viccsburg H. M. P,

.




3« Yilgp of Daypers Ferzy - Propered {n camwliance with Latter to Major

"““ymi,rm.&m Epril 22, 1648% (reproduced in Harpeys Ferzy Hationa]l Monument

Hoester Ylan es Drawing Hoe NM-HP-3000 Yo Thisz nap illvstrates the xelea-

gfonship of Lot 18 to the Amory Yerd and how the butlding blocked the

styoest. 4

4 The Plat, dated "eptesber 1, 1568 = Harperfs Perry hymozy,” slec shows
how Lot Ho. 13 blook what ie noyw Potomao ﬁtx%tf& |
8s Plab prepared by mamrinﬁm&mt Heary ¥, Clewe, July 12, 185§, e;a};%a
$lluvatratos the ryelaetion of Lot 1§ to the sxmaiwm

'E’iw ailéing occoupyiny Lé}t Hoe 13 Prom 1838 to 1856 frented 87
f@-@t on PFotomas Bireet and wae about 4§ feet deep. It was constructod of
bﬂcﬁ: and was thm@ stories in height, with a esllar, and 20 rooms, By
1841, & two story brick annex had Leen added to the rear of the mim struce
tures. These tuildings were demolished in mﬁm

3. UEZE OF TUE BUILDING OH LOT RO, 28, 134&..,1255
On Jarwary 4, 1838, John €. Wilson, Dry Coods Merchant and Post Mastey .

- of Hayxpers Fexry, whose Store and Pamﬁ Offico, were then lecated in the

huilding on Olock ¢ « Lot 1, Shenandogh Styeet, anncunced that afisr the

lst of April, 1838, he intendsd to relocate his lusiness at his new tuil-
&0 <
ding on Lot lo. 13, dowsrey, a8 evants izanspired, Wilsen and the Post

]
b

Office romalned &t the old :*md until sbout July, 1838,
18, National Archivas R, €. 153, War Depi., Sodanance, 33, 1843,

18. Juticnal Arshives 2. 8. 138, ¥War Jept,, Sedhance, lLattsrz Zsesives,
216-C,

Yizginie Frae Press, January ¢, 1838, p.3, cd, »

™ zb;dg' fugust lg 1838, Pady Gaote
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Sketch probably drawn

Traced Froms
Ho,2, Sketch, Shewing two practicable \
the Balto, & Ohio R, RBd through
the village of Harpers Ferry.
Scale 100 £t = 1 inch

Ordnance Offisce, “rawer 5, Portfolie 1, K}
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Hep of Harpor Ferry

Propared in complicncn

with letter to Major Symingten
kprid} 22, 1848
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Thas in July, 1838, Isabells Fitssimeens advortigeds

|
\
\
|
3 #PITZEIONE RS HUTEL
#resbella Pitgsizmeong respsotfully aanounces ¢ her friends and the
public, that she has Ql)aﬁ&"é &

PCUSE OF ENTTRTALIZENT
in the brid 3\111'!{:1@*\-; recently eyected by ¥re Jo C. Wilsen, lLiumediatsly
opposite i:hw monal, where every atienifon will be affordad to parsons

: favoring her with thely custon,

'; A HUHEY DRCWR, Agent¥ 33
|

?

|

In Hay, 1838, John G. Wilson é.aﬁemoedz

R

“‘""O R%‘*"r
; #Tha Hotel, rocently cesuplied by livs. Fitssimrong; on Lhenaadoah mman,
3 opposite the Arsenal, at i mezrs .:‘ ry-is now for rent, to & good tensnt.
: #The eapaceity of this Hanms, to ccosomnedats the communiiy, is vory graalbe

it has seveniocn well finished yocms, oxclusive of the basgement ptery,
which is aleo finished; and conweniont to the woris of {ntemal inprovesent
now in progress, af and nesy A.azpﬁm»w*x: The Paltimore end Ohioc Railyoad

| : Coupany, will comence in & few weeks, the prosscution of thuly ilne of road
g ’ - o~y %
| § baginning at Haspers-Farry, which will assexble at that placs, & sourcs oF
profit 4o @ well kept hotela..” 23

The Post Office and Post Master Wilson, from August, 183¢, wuntil June,
1841, wsre located 4in Pldy, Yol 45; at this lalter date, James R. Fitzsime
rons was & {:»r;int&d Post Master and Mr. Wilscn continued his Dry Cood store

S‘E.W. Yo, 45 untdil) Fpril, 1843.
From Hovember, 1835, through January, 1840, Mr. Wilson again ad-

vortisoeds

#PCR »z..,.. The mbscriler cffers for razal, his new and cox~
k4 i LIITATSTTILY PINTITAY STowny

. - - A
mcic“ fease, Lnowm &3 the MAGERS FERRY B0ITlegituated ey .,-W“&*“ sak
s
>

o, fo o -t ;’r\, & F e P . E - - .

~:€">“wz..§ fring e a Thw und’ .”’A SLETES ArZensl, 14 TAS Lown o
“ s

*

§

T A ez md R

T¥. The eiiuarticn of toe luuss s Ddgalv eliniile 23 3 TRYLIL
reing conticious to the Jalfigore and Uhio lall Read, and on tn-a moBt

luginess siroet in the placs,.” 24

s, i d L T ] * s I » . o
28, Tieoinia Fros Draga. e L2, L3238, 2.d,; Jale

23, Jlaynera Feryy Constitutionalist, May 29, 18339, p.ds

24, Ihid., Jamary 6, 1840, p.ds

-13e
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In March, 1040, Mr. Tiball aancunceds

“THAVING AND UAIR DRESHING,
¥Ths subscribere«e.informe his old cusbomers..., thet his Shop g now in
the basexent stoyy of Mr. Wilson®s new houss, fermerly zept as the Hayporse
Porry Hotol. With & determination to sccommodate, and fing lot of sharp
Razors, he intends to shave very close £or caShes.” 25

In Decdmbor, 1846, a sscond businsss occupied the hullding:
#OYSTERY OYSTERSE

Piha subgoriher will be happy to furnish persong from the couniry with
OYSITRS, Fresh from Balticora every day, in any quantity they may desizs,

~aefther in Cans, or by the bushel, Having made srrangements o e reguloye

1y supplied the Winter, persons visiting Durpers-forry will pleass call,
Up-Stairs, in VWilson®s new Pullding, cpposite the Arsenal, where they can
have thenm coslied {n all the different varictics of the Zestera Citdese-with
nesiness, comfort, and good order, to enjoy them, The public’s chbedient
Beyvent, WILLIAY CLARIE.” <5
Hras Clarke apparently rentod the bullding fron December, 1840, through
L%
. &7
1841 ag & tavern et an enmugl rent of fE00 & yoar. & Papd of Trust fox

Lot No. 13, made by Wilson April 14, 1841, describes the Imilding as a
28 _ :
# cecbavern House, «»onow oooupied by Willfan Clarke,” -

in September, 1841, ancther £ixa located itzell in the buildings

#HERE WE CCHE ACGRIRS
TRILCRIKG,.
Ee Co ALLIEDN
Respectfully informs his old friends and the people &b large, that he

hag returned from the West, and has again comenced business at Harperoe
Forry, in the sccond flooy room of Juhn G. wlleon®s three story buflding,
Sirectly orrosiie the public arsensl, whoere he will Ze Lappy 1o roccive
the ordavy of his friends in the Jailoring lins., s wors shall e done
in the featost ang L@sT BAAIST, 4nd OR SiwIT aoiice. Sive us & sall, and
locn 2% the Taghiong, So.Y 35 . - '

o r T m feae & 3 Tax s MDA TRAN .
rry Congiituiionalist, July 23, 1B4D, s,

E Pt ™ -, b vy A A - =
2d rre2a oIESE, SPURNIeT aév’g 85%‘#; ;.";3;, Pava

3
27, Ixid,, ¥Farch 11, 1841, 1.3, c.t.
28, Dood of Tyust, April 14, 1841, Dead ook 23, .9,

& inla Freo Press, Ssptember 2, 1841, ped, code

A
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:
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Prom June, 1642, tc June, 1843, the luilding was ocoupied ass

ATHOMPECH 28 BITTL,
, HARPERS-FERKY, YA,
The undersigned toakes pleasure in infurming his friends and the public,
that he has tarxen that comredious and oligible :
ERICK FUUSE
OX BHEDRASDCAH SIREET,
OCpposlite the Arsenal Yard, and in an excellent and pleasant location, where
he {s prepared to socemwodsate Travellers and others {n a very comfortable
ptyle.

‘exrgons travelling on the Rail Road, snd disposed to remain over night
to view the curiesities of the neighlorhood, will find this Hotel & very
agreesble yesting placep and the experience of the proprietor, in several
promineat establishmenta, enables him to assure his customers gensrally,
that every reasonable provislion will be made for their comforte _

WILLIAM M. THCHPSON # 30

In July, 1843, Samme)l Gibson informed the publiect
#CROCERILS AN
CARCY GCODE,
I am receiving and offer for sale, in the fyont yoom of the house formaxly
cccupied by Mr. Wm. M. Thonpson as & tavern, a large etock of Grocerises and
Fancy Goods, comprising nesrly every article in the line, with the exception
of liquers. 1 desm It unnecessery to say much about quality and rricas, as
peraong directed to purchase will use their cwn judgemente-1 sm determined
to soll at a moderate profit. ‘
E.B. I have on hand a lot ¢f BACCH, well cured and closely trismed.” 1
A k}-4
Yr. Gibson apparently remained in businese at this stand until 1845,

Ig January, 184%, it was anncunsved that James A. Fitzeimmons had been
;;%g;;é a# Poot Master of Harpsrs Perry and that John G. Wilson was appoint-
ed in his place.33 Thus the Pogt Cffice and Wilson’s stors, in January
1843, wore located in the hrick buildiag on Lot 3o, 33,34 ana From 2843 Pl

I

A

S0, Yizginiz Pres Press, June 30, 1843, p.3, c.8,

313 :bidz’ 3’-3}.}' '5’ }.3433 ?'3’ sazs
32& Ii"idl‘ -ﬁinﬁ 39' 184&, p:s, 3130
330 ;Léod" J&n‘daxy 23' 18“5‘ plz' 0.6‘
“arch 13, 1845, p.3, ¢.1; In a notice to rent the dwelling part
~on Lot 13, VWilson requests those interested to apply *to the
subscribey, living on the premises.”

x5 ) e gt i i e g S
. —1;)_ ) ik e et R ST e Ve ‘i{‘;
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Apxil, 1647, the Post Office and Grocery, Shoe and Hat Store of John G,
h i)
dlson contimued et this stand,

In April, 1847, & new business cccupled Lot Be. 133

HREW ARD BUAUTIAIL STCK OF
B?Y Cu@dﬁ; &G.
kabaxt Fyssall, oppusite the Argenal Cate, in the room lately ocoupied
Ly John G. Wilson as & siore end Post Cifice, Harpsre-lerry..o”

Rusgell¥s stock consisted of “Ladlies? Drees Guods, Bonnets, Gentlemen & B@y’&
38
VWear and Domestic Goods,”

By Owvtober, 1850, M¥r. Wilson had again xel@c&ted;hi& Dry Goods Stors
37 :
in his own building “OPPOBITE THE AREERAL, SHERAXDOAH STREET.

In Auguel, 1852, he advertipeds

#5 LARGE AXD SPLENDID
STOCE OF GO0DS,
AT COST, FOR CASH CHLY.

The underpigned having sold his Property, including his Store House to
the Governmeant, has determined to close his lusiness in ihe ﬁ@zcﬁnii&a line,
He, therefore, oifers his extensive

BTOCE OF GOODS,
which has been purchased as low ag any Stock in the Valley of Virginia, and
&ll Fresh Goods, he having kaen in buginess only aboul ¢wo years.~-This ase
gortment coneists in part of the following articles, vizi
Plain, Slack, Changeable, Plaid, Striped and Figered Silks;
E4lk Tissues of vagiocus patternsg
Illusions, Tarltons, and Sarcenetay
Parages of every quality; Ezrage De Lalnsz;
Muglins and lLawns; Hourning Lawngg
Swies, plain, and figured Musglinsg
Corbries and Jaconets do.; Foplingg
Buper CTariain Essling of varicus satisrass
Ginchang and Callcoss all peiterns and pricesy
ladies super Linean 1d¥fZs, from 10 ctse. upj

[

roa Preza, Juse 19, 1843, 5.2, .3z Harch 13, 1842, 2.3, =.l.

3%! :hij;i ﬁ?fil 2%. 234?, ﬁas’ Tade

o lI:tid,, Cotober 18, 1850, p.3, c.2; April 25, 1851, p.3, e.l.

=16~




“Gentlemen’s Linen and Bilk Mdk?fs;
Celored and black Travatsp
Crepe ond Cashrmere Shawlas of variecva sizes and prices;
Taibet and Barege Shawls, of various siges and prices;
Figured and plain bebinétag '
A lorge sssortment of Dreas Trimmingsg
S41k Leces and Fringes;
Frenoh worked Collars;
Ladies iid, 811k, and Lisle Thread Gloves;
Gentlcmen®s Fid and Silk Gloves; -
Paresols and Usmbrellasg
Ladisa® Dilik, Cashnmere, Lambs-Wool and Cotton Hosey
Gentlewmnfe Lambs Yool Hosey
Buper Llacs Clothe and Cassinercsy
Do Yancy cassinetis at very low prices;
Bilk Velvet, Satin, Flgured Silk and Marsalles Vastings?
Tweads of all colors and prices;
Super White, Red and Yellow Flannels;
Canton Flanmels; Youestics of every description and ceolorsy 811k and Fanoy
Bennete; -
A large assortment of Faney and Plain Rilbons, Artificial Flawers, Cape Tabs,
Combs and brushes and almost every article i{n the fancy way,
- CHIHA ALD QUEEHTHARE.
fuong which are several handsems Tea Sets.—A cood assoriment of Hardware,
Cutlary, Carpentérs? Jools, &¢., Walters, Looking Glasses and tin Hare,
, : CrROCERIES,. -
I have & large siook of Croceries all of which are of the best cualitye
A large lot of Ladies and Children Shoes; Hilk and Lechorn Hats, Komsuth
and Yool dojy Caps of every descriptiony all of whdch will positively be sold
at COZT foxr CASH, @5 I am determined to close up Iy business.
Those who deaire o get good bargains arve respectfully inviiad to call
goon and Judye for thensel¥oBaeo
Hells These who know themselves to be indebted to me, ars respectively
roqueated to call and settle thelr accounis.” 35

Hro Wilson had offered to sell his house to the Government but as they
were far apsrt from agresing on & price for the promerty, Wilson continued

33

his businoss at this stand until Januery, 13%3,
»

38, Yircinla Traa Proga, August 19, 1832, p.3, c.l.

v -~ T e Yo # tass . by g
38, Inid,, Sotober 8, 1323, £.3, £.21 dprid 3T, 1854, ped, s.d3 dovennsr 23,
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Having sold o Dwelling and Store llouse to the Uaited States, and helng Lound
to gurrender immadiate possession, I mist necesssrily close oy mercantile
tusiness. Thoss who éra indebted to m2, by note or curyent gocount 4re reg-
peatfully voquestad to solile the same, in BUCK LAWK &8 1o anale me o
alogae iy businoss without dslaye” 68

On January 5;1, 1656, John Gy Wilsoa a0ld kie leazsehold te Lot Foe 13 to the
‘United States Goverwmwat fox $5,000,

In 1857, the newspspsy yeported: “Died at Harparfs Ferry, on Friday,
aoth Ultiuwor. (Pebruary, 1850, Hre. Jehn €. Wilson, in the 70th yeur of

41

|
|
3 In Decuxber, 1355; Vre Wilson anncuncsds ,
|
|
|
|
: |
hig age.” :
|
\

~ Remsval of the Bldg, on Lot 13 |
The cstimate of funds yvequired for the Zervice ef the Urdaance Beparte

ment for the fiscal year commncing let July, 1835, and ending 30th June,

1658, contained the following items regaxding Harpers Feryy fAvuorys

misket factory Canal, vis, purchase of leasehold Bnilding which obsixuets

#. ClifF Stroet at its junction with Shenaadoah Streat (835,000) and of the
&2

|
|
|
1
#10, Removing cbstructions in N. C1i£2 street Chow Potomac Strest) on the ‘
' |
1
pevision in fee of the lot (No, 13} on which ihis building standa {$2,000)ees®

* ‘ The justification for thies request reads in part: *10, These huildings 80

ehsivuct thiz streat on the scuth side of the muszet factory that their ree
moval §s indlzpensable to the proper gradisg and sleaning of that struet,

vhich under the present circumstances, in suwisr, is very injuricus to health

% 3 5 o g 2 P g B oo B B4 b R Ty O
40, ¥irciads Pres Drezg, Dacemner 13, LEGH, Pel, 3.7 Jamuary i, L8085, F.ds

41‘ &i&!' 2‘5&1’02\ 5' 1837' ?12' 006.
42, MNational Archives Re. G. 136, Microiilm Reel #20, Vol 7, 1.714,
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as wedid as dnconvenient to the public works ®

Ga Janwary 1%, 1856, in discussing the £inal stages of the purchase
of Wilsonfa leasehold to Lot Ho, 13, He C, Cralig, Colonsl of Ordnunos at
'&i&:é};xia._g;rtenﬂ De Cag E';a,civig@d the Superintendent of the larpers Ferry Armoyy,
Hre Henzy Clowes “Ancbher point I deom esseniial in this casse, viz, That
Hre Wilson shall yomove entirely everything out of the iouse & Store, and
surrender you the keye, so that you mey commence the iﬂiazdi&tee demolition
of the sape, before the consideration money is paié-n“w

ﬁe:;wli%im of the house was apparently started gt once, for on April
28, 1858, Col. Craly informed Superintendent Clowel
“Youy latisr of the 13th inctant gpeaning of the Doors and Door Frames, |
Y¥indowg and Window Frames, takan from the house reczatly purchased from NHr,
Hilpon, and ssking for authority io pell thewm at public sueltion, was referzed
te the Oeorstary of War, and his decision has just come to handt Yoware
herehy autherised to sell thex a8 you proposs,” 43 C

Gn Septexber 13 and 13, 1656, Colonel Craig inspocted the Harpers Ferry
Ayrory and mp@-rt@d to Jeffexsen Davis, the Sderstary of Wars |
“f private lailding (Ps bot 150 wdeh greatly obstructed the street in reay v
of ltha Factovy, aftey havimg been purchased Ly moans vprovided by Law, has
been razed and the sireet widened “t. that polnt. The improvementa o the

\ 8

Armory end to the Town {8 vexy :isciried.,."é
434 Uatiomal Archives R, C. 155, Heorofilam Zeel #20, Wel, 7, 718,
44, Ixid,, Xeal 319, Vol. 3, p.334.
45,

iy

£t
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40e Ikid., Jax Zmpi., Crdaance Cilice, Cpscial File Iax So. 28, Inspeciion

Report, datod Jemtesber 14, 1856, In photestatic collection, Harpers Ferry
Bational Monumsntie
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Thus by April, mt’:a, the hpuse on Voagsr Lot Koo 13 had been removed and 1
Potomae street widensd to iteg prossnt gise ab that peints In April, 1836, |
Pldge Ho, 8, located on Wager Lot Mo, 1§, tharefore, bovame , for the flrst
time in (¢ history, & cornex siructure.

£ HISUORICAL PRINTE AND PrOTCILATIR

Ho autheatic prints of the brick houss on Lot Mo. 13 have keen founds
Cenersl views of this ares, ande in the 1630% will ke found in the “Historic
Pullding Site Survey Report for Wager Lot Yo. &, The William J. Otephens

Bu{.ldizzg,," dated Auguat 3, 1855, pp.d8 and 40 Views, 1837 Lo 1881, of the

gite of Lot 13, after ths reswval of the Iuilding and its conversion into N
a strest, will be found on pages 43, and 46 of the ssme reperis ' .

5, HISHRICAL BANE OF TIE DUILLING

Josated and it 4m highly unlikely thet esy will svey be found,

5. SNSARY OF IISUCICAL DDA

7y

|
|
|
|
|
|
\
|
\
|
1
\
' Ho historical plaus eof the 18381835 lhwuss on Lot Yo, 13 Eiz;vé Yeen ‘
|
A. Ownership of the Lend, 1335 to 1840

le Octobex, 1722, o Ogiebur O, 1930, owned Ly the Vager fanmdly.

8, Octorer 10, 1335, to Doceer 20, 1£54, owned by Heah He and
Es. AL € .

Barsh Ann Dwayna,

£ et B, g TRAR i d Yy T e Y E et T o v oy o4 Thow & g ol A m B
3. Jecembar BEg  gunaig Ll R S WAL S P O w::{‘ THnas O ni head e L83
»

Gorerumnty purchess price, 12,00C.

- 21, 2873, 1ot leased by Dwaynes

L e Ty e

Ty

o ) Y - . m - PP - AT R 3 et o
shn D Allecm & Annual ground Cenly 1SSimllN0, O sawvalils

f % Se ny 31, 1856, to afiex Civil ‘ax, wilson's 1ensohold ase

. = tred by Undted States Government for 5,000,
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Ge Fotnl Trant by U 8, to acoudre Lot Yo, 13, 67,000,

Be Lonstyuolion of Bldes, en Lot Yoo 135

':Z*m hovse on Lot Bo. LS wag erocted dn 1837-38 by John G Wilson,
being covupled in July, 1838, The structure was & three, probsbly 3%, story
brick miiding desioned originally for uge as o hotol. The building ¥ Sxented
2Hy foul en Shenundosh Btrest end wae gbout 40 fost .cfémg:, In 1838, it core
tained 17 rooms &nd & findshed celler. Py Harch, 1841, a two story brick
annex had beon added o the rear of the maln building and the houze is
dogoyibed az having four roomg in the bazement and 20 » ’H" in tha yewaindsy

of the shrusture. These bulldings were Jomelished in April, Gy by the

Y

United Staten Govermwent for the purpsse of widening I’cté:cumc Grreet,

Ce ﬁ’&} of thy Meildiag on Jot 13, 16331888

le July, 1838, %o Breid, 1839, “Pliasipmons’ Hotel,® operated by

Mree Isabolle Pitzsimrong. Honzy Drown, Acant.

8. Yoy, 1839, to Jamuary, 1840, *Uarpers Forry Hotel,.” .

3. Mroghy, 3340, Zasorent ocoupled Ly Mr. Tikall as Barber Shop.

4. Decerber, 1840, throuch 1841, Tavera of William Clarke at an -

annual rent of $600. Bepte r:z}:aar, ,13%1. room on second floor, the tasloring

ghen of ¥. 0. Alldison,

5. _Jurs, ‘;_%iijé ta Tape, 1842, f""ﬁa@z’.@ﬁcﬁ‘*a Hntel,® «3?;2& i@ér.‘:f;
¥illiam M. Thorpeon.

G gmlv, 1243, %5 Zecanter, 1040, Zry Zocds stors of Sammel Tiiacn,

Fo ganmarv, 1845, to R} 007 Dost JPEleg and Jry Coods Ois

of John G, Wilson, Post Master.
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8¢ frridl, 1647, to Jeptecber, 1050, Ury Goods Store of Doburt

AL
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=
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. Cololer, 1500, Yo Decenver, 1050, Dry Coods Store of John Ce

100 Jameery 81, 1858, lot purchased by V. B. and by April, 1856,
Imiiq&n;g had hoen demelished and the 1ot was made iéﬁo what ig now Potomac
Siyevt,
De Eemaris
Foy the lmaﬁim& of the hudldings that once ccoupled Lot 13 and thaiy
relationship te Bldg. Ho. 8 and the pressnt Potcnac Street, see the irscing
made from Drawing No, REHP-3055, which eppsars on the next pags of this

reporte

(Sgd) CHARLES W. SNELL

Charles W, &noll
fdstoerian (Fers Supervieory)
Septesioer 29, 1068
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