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Bm h' 3 (mﬂhl.hﬂ.,‘ m M fo. 58 - ﬁll S&n.l M,
Williass and George Koonce®s Lots,

We recommend that Building No. 3 be demolished. Original pree
Civil War Wager Lots and sub-divisions on Wager Lot No. 53 could
be marked on the ground, After the removal of Building No, 3 the
entire High Street Row (Wager Lots No, §3, 54, and 55 and §56) should
be interpreted by two or three trail side exhibits which should
include several of the old photographs that form a part of this report,

g_;_?ﬂ!ﬂ}!!"l:l;r'“";
The prelininary estimate of the cost of t.is project is $600,00,



On April 2, 1835, the Circuit Superier Court of Law and
Chancery for Jefferson County, Virginia, appointed Commissioners
*to lay off and divide into three equal lots and parcels the
real estate at Harper’s Ferry which descended to James B, Wager,
Gerard B. Wager and Sally Ann Wager, now Sally Ann Swayne, the
wife of Noah H, Swayne, from their father John Wager Ur2),
M‘l The property thus being divided at Harpers Perry
was commonly known as the "kager Six Acre Reservation and Perry
Lot,” an island of land in private ownership surrounded on all
sides by land owned by the United States Govomt.z

On October 10, 1835, the three Commissioners reported to the
Court: "To James B, Wager we allot & assign the following lots as
designated J.B.W. & numbered in the annexed Plat, via: Lots Ho.
1=7=8-15 being a part of the old tavern lot~19-23-26-27-37-30-
4l-44, ineluding the new buildings recently attached to the
mansion=-46-47-53 & 54.,” The Court further directed that George
We Sappington be appointed a special receiver of the Court te
take into possessicn the share assigned to James B, Wager for
the purpose of collecting rents on this land te be paid inte the
1., Gibson ete. vs, Wager, ete, Decree. Deed Book 29, pp. 140-
4l. Jefferson County Clerk’s Office, Charles Town, West Virginia.
2. 1835 Plat, "The Wager Six Acre Reservation, Drawn by James
M, Brown, 8.6,C.," in Deed Book Neo. 29, p.140.

ol



Court, "from and after the time the said [James B;) Wager took
benefit of the insolvent xm..."

On January 14, 1838, the Court appeinted two Commissioners
and directed them to sell at public auction to the highest bidder
the real estate of James B. Wager in Harpers Ferry. This the
Commissioners did and sold Wager Lot $3 to James Duncanson and
Phildp Coons, both of Harpers Perry, for the sumof §1,010 en
mz.xm.‘mmnu.ammmoamm.
‘of Wager Lot No, 53 and the remainder on Wager Lot No 54.

Oa January 10, 18405 James Duncanson put inte trust with
George W. Sappingten, for the purpose of securing a $500 loan,
the following property:s “two housesand lots...which two lots
are marked and numbered on the plat of said [Wagel) Estate as
Nos. 53 and 46, the one being situated on the south side of the
street leading from Harpers Ferry to Charles Town (iigh Streef),
and opposite the lot owned by W, & 5, B, Anderson (Fager Lot No.
15-subdivision 4, site of Building No. 1D-The other Uiager Lot
¥o. 4§) on Potowmac (sio-Shenandoah) Strest adjeining the U.
sumuunthmth..."

On Hovember 12, 1842, at public auction, Mr. Sappingten
sold, on Duncanson’s behalf, his undivided portionm of Lot No. 53
3. Deed Book 29, pplél-l14l.

4. Jamuary 1, 1840, Deed of B. & 5., Deed Bock 24, pp.214-15,

8. Jasuary 10, 1840, Trust, Deed Book 24, pp.94-95.
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to Edmund Chambers for $350. This deed reads in part:

®the one undivided half of the lot designated in said trust
as No, 53, situated on the South side of the street leading from
 Harper’s Ferry to Charlestown, and opposite the lot owned by ¥Wm.
& B, Be Anderson,««" "To have and to hold the said one half of
sald house and lot...” 8

Thus Chambers and Coons now became the joint owners of Lot 53,

On April 29, 1844, Edward Chambers sold to Thomas Earnshaw and
15 other men a “certain house and lot called No, 53" for m.’ Dr'/¢
These men failed to meet their payments and acoording to the terms
of the trust, the lot was offered at public auction, Chamber’s
half-lot was thus purchased on August 18, 1845, by William Moore
fctml,.

Coons’s half of LotjHo. 53 was also put on the market in 1844,

On May 2, 1844, for $650, Philip Coons and his wife, Anne C,
mnmummmzsommmwnms

'&Msﬁmorw«ldwlyzmu&mﬁtnm
town of Harper®s Ferry..., the same being that pertion of Lot Ne,
53, fifty-three,...which fell to him, the said Mkilip Coons, in
the division of said Lot Ne. 53, and on which portion a large two
story frome building stands,...” §

On May 1, 1845, Esau Wood and the 25 others, having failed to
raise the money to complete payments on Lot 53, through their
mmm,ummmmmm. The half-lot
and building were mmumupcmmuu.m
6. November 12, 1842, Deed of B. & 85,, Deed Book 27, p.6l.

7 MO"-&'-;M“I’.IM.MMP,’.I“:“M
“MMM”. Pel27.

8 N“&‘lﬁ,mu, 1845, Deed Book 28, pp.236-237,.

8. May 2, 1844, Deed of B, & 8., Deed Book 27, p.177.

1C. h&lm.u.":"..mu”.m.
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It is thus apparent that Lot No, 53 had been divided by the

joint owners into two halves in 1844; no formal deed of partition,
however, was issued until Jasusry 16, 1848, This deed reads in
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f%galgga
gRghses,
Fssg
Ei i;? g
i1
ol F L
!E Eg
it g
£
L
5 &
& 3

:
g
§
§
?
:
:
g
£
¥
%‘

thelhouse, until the said Moore shall build or tear it down, the
right to do which is acknowledged and yielded by this article...” 1l

Botween 1844 and 1848, lot No, 53 was divided inte two separate
lots and for the purpose of this report the northwest portiom will
be called Lot No. 53-PART A and the southeast portion Lot Ne. 53
PART B.

C’hwt"k)

This portion of the lot fronted 28 feet 3§ inches on High

11, Deed of Partition, January 16, 1848, Deed Book 30, p.497.
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Street and 28 and 3} inches in the rear on the Public Walk. The
xumummnmmn From May 1, 1845, until
men.xm.mw.&,msummumup
Coons. mlmylr.lgs.k.mmmamu
George Rothery for $800. On August 17, 1848, Mr, bey.lia
turn, sold LOT NO, §3-PART A to Sanmel M. Williams for $893.
My, Williams remained the owner of this portion of the let until
aftor the Civil Var,
i €5ourh)
This portion of the lot fronted 18 feet 8} inches on
High Street, was 34 feet deep on the line running up the Stone
Steps, faced 18 feet 8 inched on the Public Walk in the rear,
and was 28 feet deep along the division line with LOT NO. 53-
PART A. miwm“mirdhwmluul.hnm
August 18, 1845, for §351. Mr, Moore, om Felyuwary 21, 1830,
nutusmuuummumup%ommm.u Mr.
Ceus,inx:nrn.uldthlotheﬂouwmamn,lm,
for $600,  Mr. Kocnee remained the owner of LOT NO. S3-PART B
until after the Civil War,
s Zimea B B S B0 B 0
later in this report.

13. Deed of Trust, Jamuary 17, 1848, Deed Book 30, pp.356-357.
Also Release of Trust, August 17, 1849, Deed Book 30, p.493.

oy Rt e

15. Mua.a S 21, 1860, Deed

16. Deed of B, & 8,, March 11, 1850, Deed Book 31 pp.82-83,
-G




A 1836 newspaper advertisement for the sale of James D.

wager’s real estate in Harpers Ferry deseribed Lot FNe. 53;;
*One lot 48 by 34 with one comfortable dwelliag of frame.” The

uulmmmm-mm-mnmt;gmtw
8
story frame milding stands...” on the properiy.

Purther information om this house is to be found in Geerge Rothery®s
notice announcing the coming sale of his property in 1849s

®_..to sell at Public Amction on Aug, 11, the house and lot
at present cccupied by him situated on the south west side of High
Street, between the stone steps leading to the Qatholic Church,
house just built by K. D, Doran, Eeq. Qocated
and adjoining the latter., The lot

:
A
8
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readily vent for §150 per aunum, and there is room on
the lot, facing the public walk, for another house of the same
dimensions.,” 19

To this can be added the data from the 1648 Deed of Partition,
\Which states that the briek chimney standing on the division line
between Wager Lots No, S3~-Part A and B, was to ¢go with Part B,

April 7, 16838, pei, ¢.d. See also
s Ped, Code

. 18, Deed of Trust, Deed Book 267-208. May 3, 1lb44d.
19. Yizginis Free Press, Aucust 9, 1849, p.3, el

E::s
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bat that the owner of Part A was to be permitted *at all times
hereafter to use the flues of the said chimney for his portion
o:mm.umufh-mmm“mnmmm
or tear it down...”

It thus appears that the Wager family had constructed a two
story frame house on Lot Ne, 53-Part A at some date before 1836, '»w”mw)
The house fronted 28 feet 33 inches on High Street and was 18  pgo o
feot deep, being set on the level with High Stweet. It was ”/j«wﬁ
probably designed for use as living quarters and it is believed mw
that this house was standing at the time of the John Brown Raid C /£5C

in 1858,

¢ 3L 5%y
sutA 2~
This portion of the lot was apparently vacant in 1836 P

and remained so until after it was purchased by William H. Moore
in 1845 for $351. Between August 18, 1845, and Jamuary 16, 1848,
Mr, Moore apparently consiructed a small one story frame house,
the heuse being menticned in the 1849 Deed of Partition for Lot
lioe 53. The sale of the lot by Meore to Coons in 1850 for H600
probably indicates that the building was then worth about §250.
Ho further data on the nature of this building has been found,
but its maximum dimensions, based on lot size and the ground,
must have been a 19 foot fromtage on High Street by about 18 feet
in depth,

20, Deed Book 30, p.497.



Ae Neu of Houes on Nager Lot Moo Sa-art ds (v 1h)
Thie house was apparently used as a residence fream 1836

to 1861; dooumentary evidence is therefore naturally limited.
The census of 1850 indicates that the luilding was cccupied by

in Mary
wmxvmsad.m.mm. Born in
ma.wmm-.umau. Born in Maryland,
Prudence R. Williams, 1l years old, « Bora in Maryland,

In 1860 the house on LOT O, 53-PART A was epparently rented
and ocoupied byt



Rose E, Wilson, 1 year old, female, Born in Virginia.” 22

This uilding was alse apparently used as a residence.
In 1850 it was probably rented by
M&nmlﬂ.ﬂm.&mm. Born
Mary A. Docamp, § years old, female, Malatto. Bera in

Jawes F. Docamp, 2 years old, male, Malatte. Born in Vire
ginia” 23

In 1860 it was rented by:

“Daniel Keaf, 30 years old, male, Laborer. Value of Pex-
sonal Egtates $25, Born i{n Ireland,

Mary He Eeaf, 30 years old, female., Born in Ireland.

Anna Keaf, 4 years old, Pamale. Dorn in Maryland,” 24

The vensus of 1860 also yield the following information on the
owner of
owner of this lot:

“George W, Koonce, 42 years old, male, Town Constable.
Value of Real Estate: $5,400. Value of Persenal
Estate: 81,000, Born in Virginia.

Bettie E. Koonoe, 23 years old, female. Bora in Virginia.

Mv;ﬁ.m,ﬂm%.h. Clerk., Born in

irginia.
Imogene F, Koonce, 18 years old, female, Born in Virginia,
Mary E, Koonce, 16 yeaxs old, female, Bora in Virginia.
Alice R, Koonce, 9 years old, female. Born in Virginia,” 25
22, Hational Archives R.G, 29, Records of the Burean of the
Census. Population Schedules of the Eighth Census of the United
States, 1860, Virginie, Volume 18, Jefferson County (Part), p.196.

uhlmonmﬂa.c.mmm 1850, Volume 12,
Pe ™

24, Hational Archives R. G. 28, Eighth Census, 1860, Volume 13, p.196.
25. Jhids, pe218.



All historical prints and photographs as well as all modern

photographs of the High Street houses and Zldg. No. 3, four in
i Se jF4) /BE/
namber, will be found in Appendixz I of this repert. W= v~ /859

HE-Y43, 8700757
| W& €ca
Ho historical plans of the pre-Civil War luildiags that 249
mnntadmﬁmxhtlo.ﬂMMMMttuw’y'L'Zi?ﬁz
likely that any will ever be located, No modern measured J//~-79 (4 /8
dravings of these structures exist as the huildings were ///:'?7, /&ga-7t
torn down by 1800, ummmm»mwﬁ/“%,/”‘

of Bldg. No. 3 which is a non—historie structure,




acquired by William Moore for $351.

nummfmmxmmmwuma
Moore between 1645 and 1648. The maxizmm possible dimensions of
this structure were approximately a 13 foot froatage on High
Street and about 18 feet in depth, This milding was alse used
as a residence,




Lo BAKE A of ngur Lot Moo 531 #ovh ( tiged)

In 1850, the house was apparently the home of the
lot owner, Samuel M, Williams, In 1860, it was appareatly
rented as a home to the family of William VWilson.
S'MCLGG’Y[

In 1850, it was apparently rented te the Mulatto
family of Cavoline Decamp(?). In 1860, it was appareantly
rented by the family of Daniel Douf,

D. Eldg, JNioy 3

m.u,aw,unm-&ymam
Uronting 41 feet on High Street Ly 33 In depth, The house is
uwuﬁmaymwmamu.s;-
Part A and the other portion standing on Wager Lot Ho, 54, The
material used in the construction of Elsg. No. 3, together with
the dimensions and its location astride two Wager Lots, clearly
indicate that this structure was not standing before the Civil
War, Purther proof that Bldg, No. 3 was erected after 1883
will be found by a glence at Photograph H&-88, Plotegraph
mawwmmm.k.amma%
uunff\fs:’gtmwn.
Te

CONCLUSTONS AND RECOMENDATICHE

It is recommended that Bldg. No. § be demolished as a

-13-



non-historic structure, It {s further recommended that original
pro-Civil War Wager Lots and sub-divisions on Wager Lot Mo, 53
be marked on the ground, perhaps using stone to form these
boundary lines. It is also suggested that, after the removal
of Bldg, Bo 3, it will be possible to interpret the eniire
High Street row (Vager lots Ne., 53, 54, 55, and 56) by fthe
means of two or three well placed trail side exhibits which
should include several of the old photographs that form a
part of this report. Ia conclusion that is recommended that
Wager Lot No, B3-Part A be called the "Samel M. Williams
Lot” and Vager Lot Ho. S3-Part B be called the "Ceorge ocance
w,’mmmummnmmmmw

(Llen b Prac

Charles W, wg
>~ Historian (Park Supervisory)
July 28, 1958

wlb=
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‘st b Chatyeh ; n from Main Street
silgh Street), Harpers Ferrv, test Va,”
Be ¢ oy

Photograph by Eussell of Baltimore, believed to
have been taken in 1865 or 1866,

Donated by lrs. Henry HeDonald, Storer College,
May 18 1958,

Harpers Ferry Negative He. HP-359,

On the left stands Bldg, Ne. 37. On the right,
on Part A of Lot §3 (but cut from this print by
the photographer) stands the end wall of the
two story pre~Civil Wear iuilding. Readers are
asked to leok at the photogreph (uncensored)
on page 24 of Historie Building Report, Part I,
for Bldg, So. 37, dated June 30, 1958, for the

missing bldg.
e
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Hational Geographic File Ne. 140321~A.

Harpers Ferry lNegative No. HF-98,
Photoyraph made between 1892 and 1896.

High Street runs down the hill at the right of the
picture and joins Shenandoah Street. Starting on
the corner, left hand side of High Street, and
moving up the hills First, large brick house on
Wager Lot No, 51; then gable reof of Hldg. Ho.

37 on Wager Lot No, 52; Part B of Wager Lot 53-
vacant; Part A of Wager Lot lo. 53 ococupied by

& two-story house with sloping reof, probably
pro-Civil War and on site of Eldg. No. 3; three
stoyy brick house-gable roof on Wager Lot 54~
Part By three story brick house-gable roof on
Wager Lot Sé-Part A; Three story hrick house on
Part A Lot No. 5§; two story stome house not
visible on Part B of lot No, 5§; Three story
(TovwmgYou Nagor A w056 | bnd 2% 5Freq BoncsT hivse wel Visiblo
M&mwumm (3n/))
stone-briek house on Wager Lot Sé-Part C at top
of row., These houses were all standing during
the 1859~65 peried.

1P






Barpers Perry Negative lio, HF-142,
Bldgs. on left side of strest; the house on
corner looated on liager Lot No. 51; just able it,
with enly & portion showing is Bldg. No 37, The
No. 37 is Bldg, No. 3.

On the right side of the strest, at the
corner of High and Shenandoah Streets, is
Bldg, No. 12, then 13-A, Bldg. Ne. 13, Bidg, Vo,
14, Bldg, No, 15 and Bldg. Ne, 16.

This photograph, together with HP-99, indicates
[Fey

that Bldy, No. 3 was erected after and before

t407
19005

-18-
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Harpers Ferry Hegative No, NHF-§74.

To the righty én the hill, are the Maymion Kow
Bldgs. =D, 1~C and l~B. Below is the Sites of
Wager lLots 56, 55, 54, and 53. The small
wooden builcling cn the right hand side of High
Street is Bldg. Ne. 2 and the large three
story Brick structure just beyond it is Bldg.
No. 3. Both are non-histeric structures.

-19-






IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES H 30
'DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Harpers Ferry National Monument
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia

August 18, 1958 [ A s
T —
Memorandum M e L
‘To: Regional Director, Region Five : |
From: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument

Subject: Historiec Building Site Survey, Bldg. No. 3 - Wager Lot
No. 53, Research Project No. HF=17

Enclosed please find four copies of the Historic Building
Site Report for Building No. 3 - Wager Lot No, 53, the Williams’ and
Koonce’s Lots, dated July 29, 1858, 19 pages. Historian Charles W,
Snell has written the Historical Data Section and I have prepared the
Administrative Data Section,

G L o,

Frank H. Anderson
Superintendent

In duplicate

Copy to Region Five



H30

Region Five
421 Walnut Street
Philadelphia 6, Pa.

September 24, 1958

Memorandum
To: Director
Frou: Regional Director

Subject: Historic Building Site Survey Report
Puilding Ne. 3 - Wager Lot Ne. 53
Harpers Ferry National Monument

In accordance with the procedure outlined in FO-11-36,
attached for your consideration is the above-mentioned report
prepared by Superintendent Frank Anderson and Historian Charles
Snell, Harpers Ferry National Monument. By copy of this memo-
randum, we are forwarding a copy of the report to EODC for review
and comment.

The report should be reviewed by nc later than October 6.
Qur comments will follow. e '

wt

(Sgd.) Daniel §. Tobin

Daniel J. Tobin
Regional Director

In duplicate
Attachment
Copy to: Chief, EODC, w/copy report

Supt., Harpers Ferry
Operations Division (att. Mr. Nelson)

CP
General‘j

Daily
Area



9/24/58

9 Historic Bldg. Site Survey - Harpers Ferry

Bldg. #3 - Wager Lot #53

Interpretation
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H30

Region Five
421 Walnut Street
thiladelphia &, Pa.

October 6, 1958

Meworandun
To: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry Hational Monument
From: Acting Regional bDirector

Subject: Historic Buildings Report - Building Ne. 3 - Wager iot
No. 53 - Harpers Ferry Kational Monument

The subject report has been reviewed by this office,
and we are pleased to comeur with your recommendations subject
to the following proviso: that the structure is not required for

the support of any structures behind it.

r . LA Dales
(Sg: i, Palmer

George A. Palmer
Acting Regicnal Director

In duplicate

Copy to: Director

Chief, EODC
Operations Division

MHNelligan/cp

Generalv’/’

Daily
Area

Y/

4/6



O O IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES H30-D
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE E R Gl

ST - 7~y "~ Hs
e T1 0 1"'"',,

'WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Octéber 7, 1958

1653 A W] 16[2

M
To:——— Reglonal Director, Region Five
From: Acting Chief of Design and Construction

Subject: Historic Building Site Survey Report, Building No. —
Wager Lot No. 53, Herpers Ferry o P T

The above building report, transmitted with your memorsndum
of September 2k, has been reviewed by the interested Divisions in the
Washington Office and is recommended for acceptance and approval. The
report is prepared with the usual care and detail which we have come
to expect from the Park Service personnel of that Monument.

This office concurs in the recommendations that Building
.(f) No. 3 be demolished as a nonhistoric structure and that the original
B pre-Civil War Wager lots and subdivisions on Wager Lot No. 53 be

marked on the ground with stone to form the boundary lines. We are
also in agreement with your further recommendation to interpret the
entire High Street row by the means of two or three well-placed trail
gide exhibits which may include several of the old photographs
contained in the report.

Merel S. Sager, Acting/Chief
of Design and Construction

Copy to: Chief, EODC (2)
Supt., Harpers Ferry
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