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o Ngme and Numbers of Bulldings:
Bulldings No. 12 end 12A, "The Stephenson Bulldings".

The exteriors of No«. 12 and 12A are to be

and the interiors of
hihlmu:nnpmuh itated, The first floor
m Noe 12 will be restored as a store
of the SHSNM

visitors may view from the street
but they will not sctuslly emter the structure,

mmmmmwwuumm
ample room for office space,

The first and second flocors of No. 12A will
be tmummm'-orrmu Room,

1. It h estimated that the ocost of restoring the

and rehabilitat the interior
otlnuu.ul-. umg'm»-

2e It is estimated that the cost of restoring
the the exterior and rehabilitating the

interior of Bullding No, 12A will amount toesee=-ef 20,000

=$ 60,000,
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SECTION II: LISTORICAL DATA

Introduction: Part I of the MHistoric Bullding Report for
Bulldings No, 12 and 12A hasy been prepared in accordance with
Acting Regional Director Gibson's memorandum of September 17,
1957, This section is based on all presently available
documentary dates,

1. Qunership of the lmnd, 1835 to 1570,

On April 2, 1835 the Circult Superilocr Court of Law and
Chancery for Jefferson County, Virginia, appointed Commiag-
lomers "to lay off and divide into three equal lots and
parcels, the real estate at Harper's Perry which descenddd
to James B, Wager, Gerard B, Wager and Sally Amn “sger, now
uu;ma-m.t-m.rlul.m.n—mu
father John Wager, deceased,"” The property thus being divided
at Harpers Ferry was commonly lmown as the "Wager Six Acre
Reservation,” an island of land in private cwmership
m:m-mwmmwumw&m
Govermment,

On October 10, 1835 the three Commissioners reported to
the Court: "To James B, Wager we allot & assign the following
lots as designated J,B, W, & mmbered in the amnexed Plat,
viz, Lots No, 1l=7«9=l5 being a part of the old tavern lot -
19=23=25=27=37=39=)i1=li including the new bulldings recently
loﬂh-.g:“;l'll':wmarn’rw
e Broum, Bo8.0es® 1n Dead Hook 29, TE4T-uBoni20q See’ Appendix I,
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atteched to the mansion «ibel7«53 & 5Sh." The Court further
appointed a special receiver for the Court to teke into
possession the share assigned to James B, Wager for the .'\\
waommmummmu_upumm\
Gourt, "from and after the time the said (James B.) Wager "E"
took benefit of the insolvent laws..."

on Jamuary 1, 1836, the Court appointed two Commissione
ers and directed them to sell at public auction to the highe
est bidder the real estate of James B, Wager in Harpers Ferry,
on November 26, 1836 the Court further authorized the Commiss-
ioners to divide Lot No, 15, the old tavern lot, inte parcels.
Lot No. 15 was therefore subdivided into fouwr lots marked
Noe. 1, 2, 3, and 4, of Lot No, 15,

Probably on October 28, 1837 and certainly by April 29,
1842( the complete Deed is missing, see footnote 5), subdivie
sion No. 1 of Lot No, 15 was sold to Amn O, Stephension, of
‘-n-hnns Bulldings No, 12 end 12A, today, cccupy the
major portion of Wager Lot 15 - subdividioen 1,

Sometime between 1837 and 1865, probably the 1837-1548
period, Amn C, Stephenson apperently sold s portion of Lot 15
n:uvumxt-umznmmcrmu-um'm
2. The deed covering this transaction has not yet been located,
3¢ Deed Book No. 29, ppe UyO-lil.
lie Fobruary 8, 1841, Deed of B&eS., Peod Book 2l,ppei5T=58.
e ety oy oy Loy
is a note %o -mm%mlumummh




On October 12, 1857 Mrs. Stephenson sold the following
land to Alfred Burton for $100: (See Appendix II)

"Beginning at the north west corner of subdivision 1 of
Lot 15,., thence along the front of sald subdivision Lot

outline boundary of said subdivision 1: thence t to the
bey being the northwest corner of sald subdivided Lot 1,
of the end dimensions above named..." 7

In 1870 the heirs of Amn C, Stephenson sold the property

Thus from probably 1837, and certeinly 1842, the land
on which Duildings No, 12 and 12A stand belonged to Mrs,
Ann C, Stephenson, It 1s therefore suggested that Bulldings
No. 12 and 12A be called the "Stephenson Buildings.”

T.WH. IBST.MGW"MM”.W
8+ September 1, 1870, Peed of B, & 8,, Deed Book 5, pp.269=70.




2. Erection of Bulldings No, 12 and 124, 1603 = 1040,

The 1803 map, "Plan of the proposed junction of the
CANAL at the Lower Falls of the Shenandosh with the Publie
Canal at HARPERS FERRY and the necessary Locks for descending
mmmmnm.*’umm.mmw
as part of the Harpers Ferry Master Flan as Drawing No, MM«ilF
3004, shows bulldings standing on the present sites of
Buildings Wo, 12 and 12A (See Appendix IIX),

A large single bullding standing on the sites of Wager
Lot 15, subdivisions 1, 2, and possibly 3, is delincated
on the 1835 map, "Map of Harpers Ferry Shewing the Location
of the Winchester end Potomac Hallroad, Prawn by Lieut, White,
mmnan&mv&.hwmmﬁmmdim
Eearnsy, Lt. Col, and T, E., 1835 Map 2,"

In preparation for the public suction of James B, “ager's
property in “arpers Ferry in 1836, the newspaper carried the
following description of "ager Lot No, 15 before it was
broken up into fouwr subdivisions?

"A lot frenting the U.S m&mzmm.
ey o o oo#ﬂnlhh‘u:'

' =d-u as

a Hotel for last 30 years..." 11 '

g | of
e, TG T
ster Flan as Crawing No. mautunu.

11, Virginia Free Press, April 7, 1836, p. 4, col.l,
-




The above evidence thus indicates that any bulldings
gtanding on the present sites of Bulldings Fo, 12 and 12A,
in 1836, were probably frame structures. To date no direct
evidence has been located to indicate the time that Bullding
No, 12 and also posslibly No.l2A were converted into brick
bulldings, As Buildings No, 11 and lo, 12 may have been
built as one structure, howsver, the following evidence
on Building No. 11 may therefore alsc apply to Bullding Neo, 12,
unmh.nmmmn—.a{!—
to a brick structure befween 1837 and August 1, 1848, as
a deed of the latter date describes William Anderson's
bullding as a “brick store house," As noted on page 2 of
this report, probably bebween 1837 and 1048, William Anderson
purchased property from Mrs, Stephenson on one side of Buillding
No. 11 snd from Fhilip Coons, who owned property on the other
side of Bullding No, 11, The location of these deedsmay
date the conversion of both Bulldings No, 1l and 12 into
brick structure, Anderson's original frontage on Shenandosh
Street for "ager Lot 15 - subdvision 2 was 30 feet; while
the Architectural Base Mep, Prewing No, NM=HF 3055, shows
Building WNe.ll to now have a frontage of 32 feet on that
streeot, In like marmmer, Mrs, Stephenson's original frontage
on Shenandosh Street was alsc 30 feet, whereas the Architectural
Bage Map indlcates that Building No, 12 now has & front of 27
feet on that street, It therefore seems likely that Anderson
purchased some 2 to 3 feet of Mra, Stephenson's land and
alterations to both Buildings Nel 11 and 12 date from that

12, Augel,18L9, Deed of B,k.S., Deed Book 30,pp.306=7,
- s -




purchase,

The Map, dated May 9, 1866, "A Sketeh of the Present
Position & Proposed Alteration of the line of the Saltimore
& Ohie Railroad at Harper's Ferry," (See Appendix IV), by
means of a pgeneralized symbol, shows bulldings standing at

13
that date on the sites of BEulldings Nos 12 and 12A.

h-mgumn.mub.nm“uum
and tavern. Newspaper advertisemenis throw the following
1ight on the uses of Bulldings No., 12 and 12A%

1,827 Doctor's Office |

m.ml.mmrammm
muumm of Harpers

at z:-o Stephenson's iohl. 15
2. 1531-Tawern:
In 1831 l.mn*(rﬂ.-lma'mu'

the present, be found

16

'mmﬂmrxumum%h“

m‘ 3 and the facilities of
» under an excursion from the
nm.uuormmmm P. R

13, National Archives R.G,77, Dr. 150, sheet S5,
3 hs'!ﬁn labels Building Wo.

h.’ “ﬁmﬂl R.G, mgh‘ﬂ'{’ﬂ’*.
15, m_rn.. Hareh 7, 1827, p.3.
16, Ibid., September 8, 1831, pe ke

17, Ibid., July 2h, 1834, pe 3.
' - b=




ke 1835= Lewyer's Office: In 1835, Jno, J, Brown, Attorny
at Law announced:

Thomes Feacher announced:

"Tho's Peacher would re inform his friends
and the publie s that has opened & large and

_ » Queensware,
.n&-m known as
5 being on the corner of and High

Stephenson advertised:
"Store House for Hent, The Store Room, on the corner
of High and Shenandosh Streets, Harpers Ferry is for rent,.." 20
The uses of Builldings No, 12 and 12A from 1856 to 1865
awaits the result of further research in the newspapers of
that period,
b.

No historical drawings of Bulldings No, 12 and 12A are
presently available, !

Por modern moasured drawings of Bulldings No, 12 and 12A,
seet Drawing No, MM<HPF 3065, 17 shoets, dated August 27, 1956

Report wri

Pated: October 8, 1957, ': g

Historian (Park . )

Fark Higtorien Mervers B Tisoiing.

18, Yirginia Free Press, Pec. 31,1835,p.1

19. Ibid., Yan, 24, 1056,p.2. 20, Ibid., April 3, 1856,p.3
- T -
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Building ¥o. 12, to right, on corner of High and Shenandoah Streets, then 13-A Fwith
porch), Bailding No, 1l3(removed by N.P.,S)y white frame structure; No, 14, 15 amd 16,
Large building on corner to left, was the store erected by William Anderson in 1832 and removed
from area before it became a Yational Nonument. Harpers Ferry N.M. “egative No. HF-142,

For a recent view of Suildings No. 12, L2-A and 11, see Historic Suilding Report, Part I, for
M1ildings No, 11 and 1l-A, page 12,

J} f ( 1







Since this revort was first submitted en October 4, 1957, further
research, conducted generally on all the buildings, has produced the
following information on uildings Wo. 12 and 1l2-A: First, a page-by-page
search for the deed (ses page 2 of this repert) covering the sale of land
between William Anderson and Mrs. Ann C, Stephenson, in the Deed Sooks
from 1830 to 1865, has failed to locste this dosument, It is therefore
apparent that Anderson, .th- parchaser, either falled to record the deed,
of if he recorded it, the deed was torn out during the Civil War. In
any case, no assistance or information from this deed can any longer be
expected,

Second, on the death of John Wager, Jr., in 1813, his three children,
John, Gerard, and Sally, then minors, were placed under a guardianship,
The guardians, of course, accounted to the Court for the expenses and
operation of the Wager estate during this period. Information in these
records substantiate the data shown on the 1803 and 1811 meps that Buildings
No. 12 and probably 11, were used as a hotel during those early years,

In 1818, for example, expenses are listed "lor building addition to tavern
mtmtwmmmmmmrerw.a

Finally, in the building lease granted by the sager children to William
Anderson in 1832, for erecting a structure on Wager Lot No. 51, Anderson's
site is located in the lease on "the corner lot immediately opposite to
the Harpers Ferry Hotel froating on Shenandoah Street...and ruaning back...
with (on the Charles Town foad) (CHigh Street)"

21.will Hook Ho. 3, pel37, Jefferson Wounty Court House, Charles Town, vest Va.;

See also Will Book le. 2, p.287 for 1813-1816; Will Boock No. %
e i3 » Pe H 3, pPpP.137 & 427,

22+ Lease, July 6, 1832, Deed Book 18, pp. l-2.
-l3 -



All this evidence thus substantiates both the early maps and the
1836 newspaper description of Wager Lot Mo. 15 (see page 4 of this report)
as containing "the spacious frame buildings occupied and known as a Hotel
for the last 30 years", Architectural investigation indicates that Building
Noo 12 and 11 were built at the seme time ss onfl buildings It would
therefore appear that they were constructed about 1800 as frame structures
and used until 1835 as o Hotel, In 1835, with the division of Wager Lot
b.lsrn;mormnuontmm,mwwmmmum
off into two structures, now known as BSuildings Wo. 12 and 1l. Some time
after Mrs, Stephenson urchased Building ¥o. 12 in 1836 or 1837, the
structure was converted into a brick building.

A complete and careful search of the newspapers from 1830 to 1861 will
give us a complete chain of the uses of Buildings Neo. 12 and 12-A, The

same sources will alsc probably yield soue data on the date of the alterate-

ion of these structures, The U. 5, Census records, 1830-1860, will also

produce backgvound information on the owner of this lot. Correspondence

of the U. 5. Armory contains information on the sarly history of Suilding

No. 12 as well as on the career of Mrs, Ann C. Stephenson; this dats is now
on order from the Yational Archives.

Soth Suiddings No. 12 and 12-A were definitely a part of the 1859-1865
historic scenss As far as is now known, however, the buildings were not
ammmnwwuﬁwmmm“ﬁmuorm
Civil “ar, other than by being a part of the scene in which those histeric
actions took place. It is therefore recommended that the exteriors of

‘u-




Buildings No. 12 and 12-A be restored to their 1857 appearance. It is also
believed that the exteriors of these structures, in the main, from an
architectural point of view, are substantially as they were in 1859,
Therefore, only restoration, and not reconstruction, will be required on
the exteriors of these bulldings.

It is recoomended that the first {loor of Muilding le. 12 be fitted out
as a shop of the 1859 periods These exhibits to be viewed by visitors
through the windows from the street, In other words, visiters will not
actually enter the house, thus reducing the problems of protection. The
second floor should be saved for the storage of the exhibits in the event
of floods, and I would recommend that all other floors in Bullding Ne, 12
be stripped to a shell on the interior., Under this plan all interior
restoration work would therefore de strictly limited to the first floor
of Milding Ne. 12,

If Storer College is included in the Monument, as now seems likely,
with ample ame# room and facilities for sdministrative offices on Camp
Hill, there will be no need, in my opinion, to place offices on the
second and third floors of Silding No. 12,

By Mey 1, 1958, there will be a most pressing need for more office
space at this Monument; Suilding Ne. 36 is already overcrowdied in regards
to the space available for office s¥ech. It is thersfore reconmended thet
~the first and second floors of Milding No. 12-A be utilized in the near
future as the Architect's OUffice and Drafting loom, =~ to be used for this
purpose over the period of the next seven or eight years. The structure

-lf -




is also located adjacent to the proposed Architectural exhibit that would
be situated in Building No. 1l6. If this plan is followed, then the
interior of Juilding No. 1l2=-A should be rehabilitated for modern office
use, Once the bullding has served this purpore, I would then recommend
that the first floor be fitted out as a shop of the 1859 period,

Charles W, Snell

Histc:dan (Park sﬁpﬂhtﬂ}

February 3, 1958
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