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Tlwl Richards Buildin& 
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October 14, 1957 
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Tracing of Portion of 1835 
Plat of Wager Lots. Traced 
from the Original in the 
Jefferson County Court 
House, Deed Book 29, by 
A. W. Franzen. 
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/ ). ~ Tracing of Portion or 1913 
, \ ~ B. & O. RR. Map with 1835 Plat 

0 Superimposed upon it by A. W. Franzen. 

Hatched Buildings - 1913 
Red Colored Buildings - 1835 

Scale l" - 50' for both maps 









-



/ \ 

-



If th• Maaonic Lodg• ia not inter•ated in dneloping this exhibit, 

then I auggest• that th• third floor o! ~ilding !io. 44 b• rtlduc.-.1 to a 

on tho interior ot the buildin&, b7 th• National Park Servic•, 'WOUld be 

liaited atrict.l7 to the .tirat noor of lbilding !lo. 44. 

Charlsa *• Snell, 
Historian,{Pa.rk Sup•l"Yisoq) 

Fsb?"LUU7 4, 1958 
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Chain of 'Iitle for Ha"er Lot Noo h6 
-·• -·---·-- --··--- - - .~ .. - ·- ---·-----.:::, 

175l_to 195:L_ 

Har11ers F2rry National Historical Park, 

Prepared by Charles w .. Snell 

October 10., 1979 

7 pp .. 



SUM.MARY Two Sto:r:~(buUt 18t~5-li6) 

~ OF TITIB FORWAGEELOT NO. )~6, BW .. No., l.iL: 

1. April 25, 1751 to October 1~,1782: Robert Harper. 

2., October ~~,_J:7_~?.__t,_? })<::_t,_~12e.!_~0,18-2_2.!_ John Wager, Sr. &nd Jr .. 

and heirs of John W2ger,Jr.(l8lJ-1835)., 

3., Octob8r.}O,_l8J5 to_June_ 18,1836: Jmries B., 'lfr,.t,er., 

l.r. June 18,1836 to~fove,nber ]_2,1842, J;unes I>1-ric2r,scn ;:ind Philip 
...,_ --·--·- -·--"'-··- .,.. . ..._,.,.,,_.~ -·---~'"'""-~ ---~-"" -------··--· ----

Coons, purchased this vacant lot for $ 600 • 

5 .. No~e_'2_be:r: 12, 18L~ Philip Coons acquired James Dunc::mson ts half 

to 
JulL!~55 : 

interest in Lot 46 f or $ 100., 

6 .. ~1717'- 1855 to ~pril 28,l872: William Richards, for $1,830-

First and second floors of Bldg., Noo l+l+ and Lot L6 .. 

7 o April 28, __ 1_§72 _to 

for$ 1,550. 

Deeerr her 31,1952: lforatha Walsh and heirs, 

8.., December 31_.;_:l_:9-,$2 to JJecember 19 .t!.2.~3: State of West Virginia.., 

for about$ 2,5000 
9,. December 19, 1953 to date: United States Government, National Pc=irk 

Service. 

Tpird Story},oclge Hall, added to -~ld~.! 44 in 18!+5:b&_: 

A,. Property of Masonic Charity lodge No., lll from June 1846(by 

deed from November 11.,, 1852) to November ll, 1952 .. 

B .. Noverriber_~95~_to December ~,195l.:. State of West Virginia,. 

C., December 19, 1953 to Date: United States Gmvern,11.ent, National 

Park Service., 



B., Chain Of Title for Wager Lot No., 116 in the Waoer Six Acre 

Reservation, 17~to 1953: 

The land that v:as to include the future sites of the Lower 

To,rn 2.t Harpers Ferry, \-lager lot No , and the U ..S., Arn.ory, was 

2.cquired by Robert Harper, a mill-'.,right fron Pennsylvcnia, on April 
1 

25, 1751,. in a deed for 125 acres, from Lord Thon&s Fairf2,x. 

Robert Harper died at vrpers Ferry in October, 1782, and beq~eathed this 

l?.5 acre estate to his niece, Sarah Harper, the <;l.r.:ughte.r ·of his brother 
- 2 

Joseph Harper and the wife of John 'lager, Senior, of Philadelphia., 

On June 15, 1796, with the exception of six acres retained in the 11 Six. 

Acre Reservation11 and an additional three-quarters of an acre situated in 

the 11 1: erry Lot11 , John Wager, Sr., sold the balance of the estate, about 

118\ acres to the United States Government for$ 7,016.66 to be used for 

the purpose of establishing a National Armory at Harpers Ferry to manufact1.1Ye 
3 

arms., 
. ,. . . were 

Wager's mholai.ngs in this sea of Federally o,med land located 
· tte~ 

in the lower town of Harpers Ferry an<l.J,.gave him a:: monopoly of all the 

possible sites for mercantile and corrunerical development in the gro·,~ing 

to...,-n., John Wager, Sr. died on Septer.iber 21,1803 in Philadelphia, just 
got 

as arms production underway at th~-new U.S. Armory at Harpers Ferry 0 

1. Fairfax ueed to Robert Harper, April 25.,1751, Northern Neck Grants, 

Book 6,"p.L96, for 125 acres, in Virginia State LibrarJ, RichrDnd, Va. 

2., Last Will of Robert Harper of Berkeley County,. Va,., dated 26 5 epte,:iber, 
-1762.. Office of the Judge Advocate General, Hi],itary Reservation Division,.. 
hese:rvation File, l'•est Virginia, Box hl, Harpers Ferry(ms) .- N2.tional Archives 

P.ecord Group _?53°~ed proba_:_>_t?~_in Berkeley County, Va., Oct., 15,1782. 

3 c f \" · .1J cJ • opy O 
·10rranty eed, ohn vfager, Sr. et ux, Berkeley Coun.ty, Va., to the 

United St&tes, June 15.,1796 .. l{ational Archives, R,.G • ., 121., Public Service 
ti · 1 '. u F ., 
'-'1ll ning, ,,c.r;>ers erry ~ated }12.terial(l'..'3). 



John Wager, Jr., who :inherited the two reserved tracts, was foe first 

of the fariily to take up residence in Harpers Ferry, ,rhere he settled in 

1803. On his death on Octover 2?,1813, the Six. Acre· Reservation and 

the Ferry wt passed under his will in undivided ownership to his widow, 
( died 182?),- . • · • n J h Catherine Wager ana to tneir four mnor children. James Bates ,.ager, o n 

William Stein Wager( who died Harch ?2,182J)y, Gerard 

Sarah Ann Wager •
4 

Bond Wager, and 

The i:fager heirs maintained their monopoly of privately owned 
, 

land in Harpers Feryy from 1796 untillB.3li, when Janes Bate:i" Hager suffered 

a 11 cash flow 11 problem and ,:as forced to declare b2.nkruptcy., J..ccord:L,gly, '-',v 

April 2,1835, the Circuit Superior Court of 1..2.w and Chancery for Jefferson 

Lounty, \irginia_, appointed cornmissioners II to lay off and divide into three 

equal lots and parcels, the real estate at Harper's Ferry which desce~d to 
/( 

J3.r.1es B., Wager, Gerard B.,. Wager, and Sall_;r Ann Wager., now Sa1l_;r Ann Swayne} . 

the wife of Noah K.· Swayne, from their father,- John Wager [Jr,. J., decsased.11 S 

The Six Acre P.eservation Reservation and the Ferry Lot, with the ::mildings 

and irnprovenents upon them)were thus divided to 56 nw~bered lots and divided 

equally among the three surviving heirs. On October 10,1835, the Court 
& 

awarded Wager Lot No. Lb to James B. Wagero On January 14.,, 1836, the Court 

apJiDinted two commis~io-~ers and directed them to sell at public auction to the 

highest bidder the real estate of James B. Wager in Harpers Ferry. The 

t . held on June ]8. 1836 and James funcanson and Philip Coons public auc ion was , 

of Harpers Ferry purchased Wager Lot Noo 46 for the sum of$ 6oo.7 
This price 

indicates that the lot probably did n~t cantain any build:ings, but it was to 

4• John vfager,Jr.•s Will is :_n Will Book No., 2(181J-1816).,92-9h, JeffersoA. 

County Courthuse, Charles· Tm-,11, W .. Vao 

5 .Gibson and others vrs j .B. WagAr, Decree, in Deed Book 29, pp. l:JO-llil 0 

Jefferson County Court Hou:se, Charles Town, W .,Va .. -henceforth all deed books 
· are loc;;tE?d at C}:wrles To~ 1 }l .Va ... -r unle~s

1
o:!;,her..:ise s:r:eci.fied., J2-;-:-,es E ,,lt!ager 

v-J?S thro¼'n into prison ror ueo• t, on uu..ly t, b..)/.!. 
b. BeeR Book 29, lLO-li!lo See 1835 P~t/1The Wager Six Acre P.eserv&tion, 

Dr2:,J1. by Ja.'Tles Ho Brorrn, 11 :in Deed Book_29, p. lLO, l·'.2.p No. 3, of this 
page 



become the future s:i.te of Bldg. No .. 4li. 

On Jc>nuary 10, 1840, James Duncanso .... into trust: 

11 two houoes and lots .... which two lots are marked and numbered on lhe plat 

of the said [Wager , : , · 0',, hei.rs] Estate as Nos,. 53 and 46,1 the one being 

f::i.tuated on the south side of the street leading frm11 P.:arpers Ferry to 

Charles Town[ on Hj_gh Street- Lot 53] and opposite tLe lot owned by W. & 

S • B,. Anclers,.Jn [ on il;.ger Lot No• 15- subdivision li, t:-ie pre:=:ent site of 

Bldg. No. 15) - 'I'he other [on vlager Lot No. 46] :- • · , · on Potownac [sic-

Shenandoah] Street adjoining the U • States line on the sout [ by Bldgo No., 451 
near the house now occupied by Henry Ward." 8 

On November 12,1842, Duncan~on•s trustee sold Duncanson 1s portion of 

Lot No .. 46 to Philip Coons for$ 100. This deed reads in part: 11 ng one 

undivided half of the Lot 46 .,,... situated on Potomac Street, Adjoining the U. 

States line on the south,, near the house now occupied by Henry Ward, and 

immediately below the !ioman Catho}ic '°'hurch., ... 11 9, With this acquisition 
new 

Philip Coons _became the sole owner of Lot No., 46 and its house. 

The 1836 newspaper advertisement for the salle of James B" Wager •s real 

estate described Wager Lot No. 46 as a vacant lot, fronting 38½ feet on 
10 

Shenandoah Street and 70 feet deep. This data indic&tes that James 

Duca~son and Philip Coons had erected some type of building on Lot 46 in the 

Hevrever, it was not present Bldg .. No .. 4.4., 

Harpers Ferry Masonic Lodge was established in Harper Ferry in 1818 and 

from 1818 to 1845 their meetings were held on the second floor of Harpers Ferry 

7., Deed of B. & So, January 1,1840, Deed Book 24, P• 214-2150 Also see Deed of B &S, 
. - August 1, 18LJ, Deed Book 26 

8., Trust, January 10,1840, Deed Book 24, pp .. 94-95. P • 475 when they ]84Z . , appaarenlly finished 
9, Deed of B,. & S ., November 12, · -~- .·~ Deed Book 27JJ, p., 61-62" paying for the lot! 

10 .. Virginia Free Press 2 April 7, 1836,. p.,. 4, col. '.J..., 



Episcopal Church., Jn 1845, however., a f:ir-e cl!i:stroyed the church 

und the early records of the lodge. .1.rrangemcnts were made in 18h5 with 

Philip Coon'3',, ;.rho ,ras then constrc1.cUng Bld:;o ?fo., 114,. to c>.dd a third floor 

to his two-story stone house a.s a meeting pJ.2.ce for the lodge3 This new 

third-story meeting pl2.ce was cledicated on June ?h, 18!J6, thus in<lic2ting that 
11. 11 Bldg. !Jo• Lit.+ 1'T8.S cor,1pleted by t:hat date• Ph flip Coons and his wife, 

Annie C., Coons, and the trt1stEoes of. 

formalize their verbal AE;ree;-,ent with an written agreei·ient until November 11, 

1852°' Coons granted the Lodge: 

n ••• t}Jr) pri~""iJ .. or:0 c:it:d r!.;-·:·":t to b11i.Jd. ~-3 a .~tte.3)ci~.~ pl?_CC 
Or loo~,~,-:,, 0.1..<' ,._l,(10 S:'..1.-".r; r;:...,;:;~e·nn~-:-.-.• c,-:-, "Q·.,.,.,.:..i0"1 ~r, '-",-,;~-d -,'--1·,.,-' -,v - n ,, • J.--'., ;. ··-'· <-;} cc ..• o. ,_.,_ '-'·~ "- '--- vl,.-~ _ ~ l,V ,, , 

U "O""'1 '-11c. o·Lcr ... n ,..,:"'\l~ .... "'A .,L_il-!rlt: h-r- ti-.CT ,:':',,....,7.-1 .~-,_-... ,,.r·~,:-, A""f'' t1-:~,. liA.~T: .'.--~_-1.rl.~.:., ,i ,}J l....1. \,..'j.\.J 1-,V •l.;;•- A_I...,.; ~,_,,._, 1 .J...-v ~;/• ·,;.1-V ~-----~ \._l\.,J'., l;_t v,.-. .~-\..:, __ ..., _,_ __ t 

of S11enru1;..l.0E~l1. Stree-t in naid tc~.rx1 C}}1 l..:·:)'(; ]·\:, ~ l;J:} c~:1 t}1e pl[l .. t ()J L 
the di vis io::i of lands of John H oeer de cc o.scH:3. e e o free :fror.1 ret1~ 
or t::1positic,11,.,.. but it is oxpre::aly .:?tt;:r:.1l~lted horein ...... thnt 
tbe said p2.rties of the second part {tile ,..,0--iso) ~ thai::.., c:u:;ce::: .. : 
shall &t all tilTles he:;,eaftcr _ k2op in. r~o◊d. r-2~-::.air the :..."'oof' &: 

'spouting of tne saic buildin& ~ct t2lel:.(• C;•!?:. :;;:-·~>SI' costs L1d 

cha:rg3n ~ AEd. .furtbsr that tnere s.f',_aJ.l be Y-10 lL1i tut ion L,S to 
ti~e in this crant except in the event of the destruction or 
the buildi~g by fire t-fnen this r,ri"J'iloe,e ::frwll C:8asa 2,: b,;; 
fox·ever void without_ th~ .... assent in wri":,in~~ of the said pe.::. ... ties 
O:f t i}P .1..""i,,s·:- .,...,r.i,-,t (r'or•n"') • l- . ._ ~ :Cl r,l •:io -"•,.,c-i.~- ~~, '"'t~~-,, ,-.~-..,d .._ - • v >-J(.!...J.. . ."'< .._; ..... ;~1 e e e p .,, _,._:__ a~_.;._ - l::..,.,:. ~•-lt----;:J_ 0 ,..Lv~~._:. :,.;1;,._~ 

for & pro7lded that the .. alley 0::1 thG south sia.e of s"aid £1G\.!.3:...; 

now occupied by a fli[ht of ste)s shrr2.l be tit all ti~.:.ez here­
after used & occupied in cor1<:on by the s-9..ld pa.Ftiss of tl:e .---------:-·---­
seco~d nart ~ their successors & the said Po Coons & his.-- · 
t18~~,-~·1s- tt.!:r:?1t,s -~c otlt{:,:..--:s cJ~c ... i.~1l::-"~·=: 1.,~7 ···, :-_ .. r-:.:.·,~~G:101~:t,r!)':, e tt /,,.;../ 

;"---~ Li(.~ e.: ,,,_/ 

ll,. Data supplied by Mr. Harry Cha.rwers from the records of the 
Harrpers Ferry l·fasonic Lodge .in 1957., 

12,. Deed of B., &., s.(Grant)., Deed Book 33, pp.43-44. 

12 



Three years later, on July 17, 1855, Philip Coons sold Lot No
0 

46 

and his two-story stone house (plus the ?-1asonic Lodge third story) to 

WiD.i.am Richards for $ 1,830.
13 

Richards already owned Hager Lot No/ii )19 

and. present Bldg., No. 4o. 

Coons\'.! de8d to Richards reads in rart: 

11A certain Lot or parcel of land with fl. Stone Hou:se thereon, sitnated 

on the Hest side of fhen&nd08h Street. u,and de:scribed ris Lot L6 ... ., and the±e 

is exce:r-,ted from this sale ••• so much of the third story of the building 
erected on said lot, as is now owned,used rind occupied by the order of Free 
and accepted masons, to whom: the Same belongs by virture of an agreeJ:Jent 
madeheretofore by the said masons and the said Cpons, therefor as well as 
a a pass way to and from the said third story on the South~ ·· · · ., 
(southwest) Side of Said Lotu .. .- 11 14 · 

William Richards owned Lot No., 46 and the first two-stories from Bldg. 

No.,L4 from July \7, 1855 to April 28., 1872; on the latter date he sold 
~atha . ~ 

the property to ; ~--~ :, Walsh for $ 1,550. 
< - • • .,,:,, 

On December 31, 1952, the heirs of Muratha Walsh, namely.,, Louise 

C., Walsh., single, Leah A., Kirby, widow, and Aimee Water, single,· sold 

Lot No .. 46 and Bldg. No., 44 to the State of West Virginiao 
16 

The lot is described fronting 3L.,5 feet on the north side of Shenandoah 

Street,. 90 feet deep on the southwest side, 88 .,5 deep on the northeast side, 

and 39 feet wide on the rear or north side. 

On November 11_,1~62, Logan Lodge Noo 25 of Harpers Ferry, the 

descendent of Charity Lodge No., 111 of Harpers Ferry, sold its title to 
1.7 

the third story of Bldg., No., 44 to the State of West Virginia. 

On December 19,1953 , the State of West Virginia donated: Lot No., 46 arid all 

three stories of Bldg. No., 44 to the United States for inclusion in Harpers 

Ferry National Monument., 18 

13 .. Deed of B .. &o S.,, July 17,1855, Deed Book 35, PPo9-10 0 

14 .. Ibid., 

15., Deed of B & S .. , April 28 ,1872,Deed Book 7, p,. 198., During or after the 

Civil War(and in 1872) Richards wa s residing in Hall County,Georgi:3- 0 

16. Deed of B .. &. s .. , R3cember 31,1952, Deed Book 191, p., 45.,. ,...,_ 
17. lJeed of B .. &. S .. , November 11, 1952, Deed Book 190, p,. 187., 
18. Deed of B,. & S.,, December 19, 1953,. Deed Book 199, p., 41., 



The deed does not indicate the price that the State of 

West Virginia paid for Lot No., L6 in 1952" The explanator.r sheetsto 

acconpany the !-.rchitectnral B?cse 1~p of Harpers Ferry, D:tci.wing No,. ..,,. 

NH-HF- 3055, dated 1955, hav:ever, suggest that t!le State paid$ 2,500 

t ~ ., ~ J ,J ,.r l ) 19 o c.cqn.Lre ti .ug. ;,o., i.i .. 

190 Page h of 5 sheets,. Data prepared by Henry C. Edwards and John T 0 

Willett,. 
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J-.of L/ T 
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5ft<J,..,1 Q,.._.f oa..J, Sf~ 

Plat of Wager Lot No., );6, 

.S;ite of Bldg,. Uo,. /rho 

aecording to Dec. 31,1~52 deed. 
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