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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Region Five 
421 Walnut Street 

Philadelphia 6, Pa. 

August 22, 1958 

H30 

H. F. NAT. MON. 
Memorandum REC'D. 

To: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument AUG 2 ;/1958 
From: Regional Director 

Subject: Historic Building Report, John C. Unseld Buildings 
(Buildings 10 and 10-A, Harpers Ferry National Monument 

A busy travel season for personnel of this Office has 
prevented our commenting on the subject report. In the meantime, 
as you are of course aware, it has been approved by the Washington 
Office. 

We, too, recoimUend its approval, subject to the proviso 
of its being amended, if necessary, in accordance with an approved 
MISSION 66 Prospectus for Harpers Ferry. We particularly like the 
recommendation to keep Building 10-A as ruins, which will serve to 
preserve the atmosphere of age and tie in the town with the other 
ruins of the area, such as the Hall's rifle works. By way of a 
suggestion, we should very much like to see an artist's sketch of 
the restored buildings covering the entire block or section pre­
pared when all the survey reports for the buildings composing it 
have been approved. 

In duplicate 

Copy to: Director 
Chief, EODC 

Danie 
Regional Director 



UNITED STATES 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
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leaion Five 
421 Walwt Str••t 

Pht1-4elphia 6, l'a. 

JUIM 23• 

JUO 

H. F. NAT. MON. 

REC'D. 

'lo: JUN241958 
froo; & .. tonal "11.r•ctor 

Subject: Hiatoric iaildbta l•port. John c. Una•l4 B1lil•taa• 
(ltiildina• J.O an41 lO•A). 8-rpera ferry lational 
Monuaent 

ln aceord.aoc• with that procuur• wtHa•d ill ro-11-~. 
cttaclwcl for your coMideration ia the HI.auric luildin& l•port 
for the .John c. U•••l• lh11ld1 ... (luil~ill&• 10 u4 10-A), &.rpera 
1•rry lfational Mon1••nt, pre,-re4 by eup.rinteu.nt AzMlereon .ad 
tiatoriu laell. ly copy of thia ...aorandum, w •r• fol'Wtllr41ng 
one eopy of the report to IOIC for l"•view an« c01111111nt. 

The report ahoul4 be r••l•wti by"° later than Jt.llJ 3. 
Our cco..,.t• Will follow,. 

In ~pltcate 

Cop7 to. Chief• CODC, w/e repor 
lupt.. , Jlarpera P•·r-ry 

• , , ·~01:i1t1. (s«dJ tianie, J ... 

Dani•l J. Tobin 
legicmal lirector 



Rough draft of H30 

Memorandum 

To; 

From: 

Subject: 

date 1958 
,J ~ I -C-

:H.egional Director, Region Five 

Superintendent Harpers Ferry National Monument 

Historic Building !ieport, Part I, for Bldgs. No. 10 and 
10-A, the John c. Unseli Buildings. nesearch Project 
No. HF-15. 

Enclos&1 please find four copies of the Historic Building 

Report, ~art I, for Buildings No. 10 and 10-A, ?lo pages, dated hay 

28, 1958, as prepared by Historian(Park Supervisory) Charles W. Snell. 

The Administrative Data Section has been written by 

rr.yself and the Historical and Architectural Data sections by }'Sr.Snell. 

Frank H • .Anderson 
Superintendent 
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I. OWUEJ\SHlP OF Tdh UND1 18;5 - 1~6~. ---
Un April 2, 1835 the Circuit Superior Court of Ie.w and Chancery 

tor Jeffereon County, Virgirda, appointed Commiseionerm 0 to hy of! 

and diTide into three equal lots and parcels, the real eli!ta.te at 

Ha.rper'i Ferry which descended to Jam.ell B. Wager, Gerard B. Wager and 

Sa.ll,e;y Ann Wager, now ;:,allp;y Ann Swayne, the wife o.f Noah H. Swayne, 
l 

from their father, John i'tager, (:Jr.:;:) dec.e.eed. 11 The property thus 

being divided at &.rpera Ferry was coD'lll.only lmown as the "wager Six 

Jlcre .aeservation", .,m island of land in private ownership, surrounded 

:i­
on &ll sidet by land owned by the United Goverm.ento 

On October 101 1$35 the three Commisaionere reported to the Court: 

11To Jam.em B. \\:ager we allot l. aissign the following lots ae designated 

J.B.\~. & numbered in the annexed Plat, viz. lots No. 1-7-9- 15 being 

a part of the old tavern lot (i:n which Bldg,. No,. lO and 10-A now stanfD 
-19-23-25-27-.37-.39""'41-4.4., including the new buildings recently attached 

to the mansion •46-47 .... 53 & 54. 11 The Court further directed that George 

W. Sappington be appointed as a special receiver of the Court to take 

into poaaeaeion the share aHigned to James B. wager for the purpose of 

oolleo'ting rente on this land into the Court, "from and after the tinte 

- - J the eaid (fames B.:.Y''ager took benefit of the insolvent laws •• ., n 

1. Gibson,etc.vs 'We.ger, etc.,, Decree, Deed Book 291 pp.U.0-141, Jefferson 
County Court House, Charles Town, \"'e•t Virginia.. 

2. 1835 Pla.t, 11The Wager Six Acre~ Reservation, Drawn by James M. Brown, 
S.G.C., 11 in Deed Book 29, p.140, see page two of this reporto 

J. Dee~ Book 29, pp.U.0-141. 
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On January 14, 1836, the Court appointed tlllo Cornmiszionerfli and 

directed them to s~ll at public a:uction to the highe1t bidder the :teal 

eatat$ of Jame& B. •ager in Harpers Ferry. On November 26, 1836 the 

Court further authorized the Comis1ioner• to divide Lot NoQ 15, the 

old tavern lot, into paro~l•. The Conanieeionere therefore divided Lot 

No. 15 into four lots numberttd subdivisions No. 1, 2, 3, and 4 of lot 

No.15., On October 28, 1837, Lot No,. 15, with its four subdividonts, 
4 

were offered. tor aale at public auction. 

""at No,. 15, subdivision 3, on which Bldg. No. 10 and 10-A now stand, 

was therefore purchaaed by Philip Coons on October 28, 1837 for the 
5 

sum of 11,450.00. 

On May l, 1840, 51 men purchased wager Lot No. 15, subdivi:;.ion 3, 

from Philip Coons for the sum of $1,250. The group, however, was 

unable to raise the full amount within the required time limits, and 

under the terms of the original agreement, the property was put up 

at public auction on NovGmber 6, 1841 nbtifore Philip Coons store11 

(then located in Bldg. No.44) at rlarpers .Ferry. Philip Coons himself, 
6 

being the higheit bidder, repurchased the property for 11,000. 

On. ~7 30, 1846, in coneideration for fl_OO paid by Philip Coon~ 

to Gerard B. Wager, Coons and Wager exchanged the following hndi 

4. Deed of B. & s., February- 8, 1841, Deed Book 24, pp.457-58. 

5. Deed of B. & s., Auguet l, 1843, Deed Book 26, PP• 474-4750 

6. Deed of B. & s., Me.roh Jl, 1843, Dead Book 27, p.204 

... 3 ... 



0 \tfu.eres.s Gera.rd B. lli&ger and Philip Coon1111 are the owner1111 of two lota 
or parcels of land lying and being at Harper•a f'erry-, ••• contiguous to 
ea.ch other upon Shenandoah street, and knowi1 and designated upon the nw.p 
or plat of the lands of the heira of Jno lirager, deed &s number fourteen 
and aa number three of lot number fiftsen, the eaid Gerard B. ~ager being 
the owner ot the firat and the aaid Philip Coons being the owner of the 
second mentioned, and the boundary line betw·een theae two lots intersecting 
the street in their front not at right angles but obliquely, and the gaid 
boundary line being on that account, inconvenient and dis~dvantageous to 
both partiea hereto, they have a.greed. to ohs.nge and to substitute therefore 
the lines and boundaries herein and hereafter :mentioned am described, • .,,. 
that the boundary lines between these t~o lots ah&ll hereafter be aa 
fellows: beginning at .a. point in the front line of Lot nU11ber three o:r 
lot fifteen about two 10/12 feet wemtwardly from the corner cQmmon to both 
in $aid front line, and running thence in a north westernly direction along 
and parallel to the south weztern side of the sauth western_

1
ga.ble of the 

three story- brick house upon the lot of the said Gerard B. 'a.ger to the 
western corner of said building, thence in a straight line at right anglaa 
to the firat line five feet, thence in a line at right angles to the aeeond 
line and parallel to the firGt Forty sev•n 6/12 feet to an iron bolt driven 
in the ground, thence a.t right angles to the last line thirty seven inchee 
to another Iron bolt in the ground, thence in a straight line and in & 

northwardly- direction fourteen 4/12 feet to ~nother bolt 8$t in back line 
of lot nwaber 14 fi!ty 9/12 feet from the wall supposed to be on the u.s. 
line, fifteen 2/12 feet fr011. the southern and thirty 1/12 £set from the 
ease,ern corner of Willia.a Anderaon1e (:now Bldg .. llo.z) WarehOuH •• ,.n 

~ager gave to Coons nin and to so much or lot number fourteen before 
mention~d as lies west and aouth of the boundar1 line herein and before 
deecribed as agreed upon between the parties hereto, to have and to hold 
that part 0f said lot number fourt•en lying weet and sGuth or said 
boundary line ••• n 

And Coons gaye to wager: ff·l:;o so muon of ea.id lot nUlllber three of lot 
number fifteen ae lies north and east or said bound.ary- line herein and 
'before :mentioned and de•cribl.itd. • .,. 0 7 

dee page 5 tor a plat showing the above exchange or land. The 

purpose of' this agreem.ent was twofold: F'irat, through error, )iichael 

Foley, the builder of Bldg. NG.9 whioh stood on *ager Lot No .. 14, had 

built Gver the original line a.b()ut two feet on Coons' lot. The exchange 
,. 

of land therefore rectified thia error bT granting Gerard :B. ager the 

l&.nd on which his structure ~.etually ~tood. Second, it granted Philip 

Coons the right to built on to the end of Bldg. No. 9 .. 

7. May JO, 18461 Deed ot Exoh~nge, Deed Book 2$, pp,144-145~ 
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On October 18, 185,, in order to eecure debts owned to John c. 
Uneeld, or !~aryland, Philip Coons put the following property into 

truat: 

" • .,,.,A certain House & .Lot of 1and lying and being a.t Harpers Ferry ..... , 
being the same now occupied by the ~aid Philip Cooms & Coons &: Beckham 
as a .Liwelling and ~or•, on Shenandoah Street, oppO$ite the Ars~n~l yard, 
and the same which was purchased by the said Coons from. • .,oCommie~ioners 
appointed by the Circuit Superior Court of Law and Chanoer;r for the 
County or Jefferson..,., to sell the real eata.te of James B. wager, .)aid 
lo:. being designated on the map of the land of the heir• of J·obn W&ger 
deed, as lot 3 ot Lot 1; ... "11 8 

In May 1856 a aeriet of court actions were brought against Philip 
tfJ 9 

Coons• real and personal property to settle a munber of hie debts. 

On July 18, 1856 the Co-.on Council or the Town of Harpere Ferry acquired 

for $227.08 and one-third cent from. Philip Coon1 the follo-wing property: 

n ... ,being the, whole of the portion of si:.dd .subdivision of ea.id lots 
that fronts on the 15 feet alley deli&.ted on Said Plat running back 25 
feet from said fifteen foot alley 9 1/12 feet for its width and containing 
229 1/12 square feet of ~nd .. ~ .. " 

The purpose of thi8 acqu.ieition was to open or wi.dden what is now 
10 

.called Potomac ~-t.rs11t, at this point, to its preeent widthi; (See Plat 

on page 5 of this report). 
ll 

On October 25, 1!56, Philip Coena 1 Bldg. No.., 10 and 10...A, with the 

lot, were auctione,d off at a trustee's sale and purchased for 13$000..,00 
12 

by John c. Unselll. Mr. Unseld remair}(ed the Olm.er of this property 

from 1856 until after the Civil War. Aa Unsel« wa~ the owner of this 

prop•rty during the period with \\ihieh we a:re prima:ril:, concernoo., 1859-65, 

it ie »uggested that Bldg. No. 10 be called the »John C.., Un1eld Building." 

8,. Desd of 'Pruit., October 15, 1855, Deed Book 35, pp.120-122. 
9. Court Actions in Deed Book J5, May 8, 1856,p.355; May ll.,1856,p.358-59; 

May 13, 1856, PPo355-356. 
10.., July 183 1856, Deed Book 35, pp.,311-JJ.2.., 
11. inia Free Press October 23 1 1856, p.3, c..,J. 
12. eed of B. & s., I'ebru.a.ry 24, 1857, Deed Book 37, pp.411-413. 



n. A MYS'rERY SOOVED. USE OF THE OLD TA"t/EHN LOT NO •. l~t l.8Q9:-1S.llt. 

One &f the queetione that hae bothered thie Historia.n i:a the 

preparati~n of Survey Reporte on Bldgs. Mo. ll and 12, ha• been the 

relationship or the building, known to have been ~tanding on Wager 

L;)t, No.15, suedivisions 11 2., 3, and 4 before 1836 to the struttures 

standing toda:;r on thoee isame lots. Thii, question ba.e now been answered. 

In preparation for the public auction cf the James B. ~ager real 

estate at Harpers Ferry in 1836, the newspaper carried the following 

description of Wager Lot No. 15 betor• it was divided into four 8lllaller 

lots: 
«A lot fronti,ng on th& y.s. Ara•nal 90 feet by about 1;0, binding 

on a cross street (_High Street)~ On this lot &re erected the spaciou8 
frame 'building• (.)ecupied and known a9 a Hotel for th& la.et 30 years .... ., 1113 

Indeed. these building dated back to 1803, as the group of structures 

are shown aB standing on the 1it• of wager Lot 15, ~ubdivisione 1, 2, and 

3 on 11 Plan of the proposed junction of the ·;anal at the Lower Fallz of 

the Shenandoah with the Public Canal at HARPERS FERRY and the neceaa&ry 
14 

Locks ter deaca4d.ing into the Potomack River, 11 dated February 1803 .. 

See page 8 0£ tbie report for a tracing of the 1803 map. 

A la.rge building covering this same general area. ie also shown on 

the 1835 map: "Harpers Ji'erry She1'11ng the Location ef the Wincheiter and 

Potomac Railroad, ~rawn b7 Lieut., 'White, Allen and R.s. Smith, u. s. 

Army, under the direction of lames Kearney, Lt. Col., and T.E .. , 19;5, 
15 

Hap 2.n 

13. Virginia Free PreBs, ilpril 7, 18.36, p.4, 

14 .. National Archive:.,: R .. G,. 77, rt,.1cords or the Office of the Chief of 
Fllgineers, Fortification Map File" Part Gi Map: Dr., 150-sheet 1. 

15., National Archivee R.G. 77., Dr,. 150 Sheet 82-2. Map re:p:roduced as Part 
of Harpers Ferry N.M. Maeter Plan, Dra-wing Noll\ NM-HF-3002, vheet 2 of J. 
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or 

noted 
several of which answer 

w~~ ...... ~ occa3ions, 

lea~t Octot .sr 

per annun 

November lS17 until 

1814 until October 1817 1 the ta1J.vern w,1u1 
17 

Basil ~illianuion. 

1823,, the hotel was operated 
18 

ran hotel April 1824 until April 1830~ to 1834 
20 

Cat,aain Meriwether Thompson., ~ 

in Alexander in October or 

On October 10, 1835, because of the bankruptcy of 

Court the 

distributing the Lot 15 the 

tavern, fell to the lot of was leased out from. 

final 

or let on October 1837 .. 

; 168-170; 231-237; 

19~!.ease, June 21 1$26, Book 15, pp.76~7C, 
1827, p".3' April 7, 18,301 p.J,c.,5,. 



During this period or operation Wlder the supervision Qf the Court, 

the Hotel was apparently operated by Nicolas Fitzimmomi and his wife, 
2j 

Ieab&lla; their :ease expired on 1-l.arch 311 183$,. This event ushered 

in a ~ew era in the history of Harpere Ferry; the complet® range of 

old building:! comprising the Harpers F'erry Hotel was razed to the ~­

It ie thus clear that the11e buildings bear no :relation to the present 

buildings, No., 101 10-A, 111 ll-/.1.1 12 and 12-A, that now occupy the 

Griginal site of the old Harpers F'•rry Hotel. 

On page ll of this report will be found 0 Sketch Mo. 2, Shewing two 

practicable Locations for the Balto. & Ohio R. Rd, through the Village 

of Harpers Ferry. 11 Th.ls map must have been drawn sometime in lf336 or 

1837 and thus delineates the old Harpers Ferry Hotel buildings just 

before they wer~ torn down,. 

20. Virginia Free Press, June 16, l~JO, Po3,c .. 5; Septem.ber 15, 1830, p.3, 
c.3; N0v41m.ber 3, 18301 p.3; Ji.nuacy 19, 1831, p .. J; January 19, 1831, p.3, 
c .. 5; J'una 21 l&':31, p.,J,c,4; September 1,18)11 p.,3; June 21, 1832, p.3; 
March 21, 1833, p.~. 

21. Virginia F'ree Presa,July 10, 18.34, p .. J,c,.l; July 24,_ 1834, p .. ,3, c.3. 

22. Yirgini& Free Pres~, Octebsr 31, 1834, p.J, c4. 

230 Virginia Free Presa, .Ma.y 5, 1836, p,.3, e .. 4; April 20, 18'.,"(, p.J,c.2; 
Se~t6Jlber 22, 1836, p.3,c.5; February- 231 1837, p.3, c.,2; April 6, 1~37, 
p.3, c.jJ lfove:mber 2.3, 1837, p.J,c.,6. 

- 10..., 
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Bldg. No. 101 a.s originally constructed by Philip Coons in 1838, 

apparently fronted a;:;proJ\imately 25 feet on Sh,.ms.ndoah .street, extending 

from Bldg No. ll towards Bldg. No. 9, tiut leaving a three foot alley 

betwe~n Bldg. No. 10 and 9. Bldg. No. 10 was 40 feet five inches deep, 

built of ~~ttl, brick, two storie$ high, and probably had a elate roof 

in 18J8. There waa a cellar under the structure, one large store :room 

on the first floor and the second floor was doBigned to be used a• a 

dwelling house. 

Bldg. No,,, 10-A, judging by the ruined wall1, was 25 feet wide and 

about 35 feet deep. It was also constructed of brick, two stories in 

height, probably had a sl.s.te roo:f',11 but there was no cellar under the 

structure. The firstfloor of Bldg. No. 10-A was first uied as a bak•ry • 

.An advertise,l'ltent appearing in a 1839 newspaper giYes us the following 

1nf-->rmation rega.rding the second floor of this ~:rtructure 1 

itTh,ree room.a OVl-\:r the hake House, with the_use of cellar_(i:n Bldg, 
No,.10?_)., The ~,ccess to them is on one f5ide {_off tha alleyl), and 
entirely unconnected with the bala~1cs of the house i> Per£Sonlil desirous 
of renting, can see them by calling on the subscriber on the pre5.ises .... 

B. Sj,{e~tman. 11 29 
(/vt l T 

In 1846 Coons a~~d ~ed Bldg. Noo 10 by closing 

the tnree foot alley tha.t had pre·vioualy existl!ld bet.ween Bldg1. No. 9 and 

10. Th..i.s was done by extendin ,; Bldg. No., 10 up to and building on to 

the wall of Bldg. No. 9. Authority for using the t:nd of Bldg. No. 9 for 

this :purpose was granted in 181}6 in the deed of exchange of land between 

Philip Coons and Gerard B. Wci.ger; this agreement read• in part: 

... 13 -



Gerard B. Wager consented that Philip Coons: 

11ehall have the priTilage o.f building against the south we5te::en 
aide of the south western gabl9 wall of said m&in building of said 
Wager, and or placing upon and against the said gable wall such lumber 
and materials as !!!hall be necessar:r and proper for that purpoH, provided. 
that 8&id Philip Coons i!hall not by any means nor in a.ey manner weaken, 
impair or injuriouely affect the strength of said wall, nor said building, 
nor penetrate 11aid gable wall further th&n senren inche•.,.. 11 JO 

See page 15 of thie report tor a tracing of the originllj 1846 plat 

covering this exchange of land. Other evidence /,,Sf aupporting tht:>' 

closing up of the alle1 about thie tilne appeared in the deed for th8 

~ale of part of Wager lot Mo.15, subdivision~ 2 and 4, to Susan Downey 

by William Anderson 1n 1848. Anderson, in miking this sale, particularly' 
right 

reaervild. a -fi/.i of way t.o his Bldg. No.ll ... ,A because of his "said lot 
Jl 

being olosed up in front", which had not been the case befor<il., 

A newspaper gives ue the following description of Bldg. Ho. 10 in 

October lil56: 

II 11TRUSTEE' s S.i,LE 

"Philip Coons&. wife for Jo c .. Unseld, will 5ell on Saturda7 25hh 
of October 1856 the valuable brick dwelling and store house lately 
occu.pied by said Coons Ol;)pOsite the Areenal Ya.rd on Shenandoah Street111 
Two stories covered lfi th sla:I.Hl'if; Gommodatious store :room on fir et 
t'loor,. it 32 

Photograph• and dra:w1nge of Bv.ildin& No.,. 10, made du.ring the Civil 

War, and included in Appeniix I of this report.t indicate th~t the 

structure was still a two $tor1 building as of that date. It would 

therefore appear that the present third story must have been added to 

the building SO'.!I!e time after 1865., 

.30,. liay 30, 1846., Deed of 1'.";xehange, Deed Book 28, pp.144-145,,. 

J2 • .Y!rginia Free Pres~J October 9, 1856, p.3, c.J. See &lao }¾7 291 
1856, p.2, c.z, for einrl.lar de!cription of building~ 

31. Deed Book 30., Deed of B. & s., August 11 1848., pp.306-307. See 
Historic Bldg,. heport., Part I, for Bldg. No.151 pp.3-4 for full detailai. 
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Public Contractors, Packet Boats - all 
concerned in works - would do well to favor 

will confer a favor" their custom; 

. • 

question/ as to were located 

settled 51 

on l, 1840, 

: 

or pa.reel or on the lot of 
- <:~~tger Lot 15-subdivision Bldgo 11), and 

on the the lot of' i\ager, kno·wn designat!,d on 
of the of John Wager, nmnotir fourteen ( with 

No.,i) - an,d same_lot or parcel o.f then, at -time 
of conve,ance (_May l, 184Q), on which Young Jr. ijept 
his Bartholomew ow,P.~,;N~n with 
all title, interest, v~~·~- 38 

was probabl,y used 

101 however, 

Noo 10 

36., 

quite 

3 7" ~~~~!;;.~:.ii!-~~~~':!!~~ 

not kno,'1n 184.3, but it 

use of Bldg. 

store 

January 8, 1840, p.1; 1840, 
p.4,c~l; Septem.ber 17, 1g40, p.3, c.5; 
1841; Ca5; Nn~,Q-i~~~ 18, 1841, .e.4; 
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that he: 

"Hae removed Young's 2,rug, Aedieine and Fancy ~lore (Iz,om Bldg. No. 
lQ) to the corner store (b,oca.ted on wager .wot No. l~) fornierl7 occupied 
by J. L. Ruesell, adjoining Yost 'a Grocery Storeo 11 40 

From 1842 until October 1855, Bldg. No. 10 was occupied by Philip 

Coons him.self» aa his Dry Goodg Store and dwelling house~ His stock 

consisted of dress ma,terials, cloth, groceries, hate, boots, csps, 
41 

medicine, bacon, and whiakey. From i:¼.rch 181.,7 to .i-'larob 1848, Coons 
42 

conducted hie bueinesa at Bldg. No.10 in partnership with R. H4 Hoffman. 

After dissolving this partner~hip at the end of a year•s operation, 
43 

Coons continued the business b7 himself until October 18550 

The cenSU$ of 1850 provides us with the following infonnation on 

Coons fU!il~', who were then living in Bldg\), No,, 10 and probably 10-A: 

"Philip Coons., 50 years old, male, 11ercha.nt, born in Virginia.. 
Ann c. Coon:s 1 40 11 !f female 

' Fmma Coons, 19 ll 11 feinale 
Harry Coons 1 12 11 !I male 
Chilton Coonll'l, lJ It u JUE.le 

JUao living in the swne house were: 

11John Danhoe1 28 years old., clerk., male, 
Harriet Bu.ea., 43 or 6J~ female 
George w. ~Jorth., 15, male 
John Douglass., 24., IJ1B.le, mulatto 

ll II tt 

It II u 
If It It 

11 ti ti 

born in Virginia. 
born in Maryland. 
born in Virginiao 

Ii II II li 9 4.J+ 

40., Virginia Fre_~ Pres.!, Auguet ll., 1842., p.3, c.2. 

41. Virginia Free Prese,April 13, 1843, p.3,c.11 also p.2, c.7; Jecamber 
19, 1$1,i.4, p.4, c.J; June 24, 1847, P•4, Co5o 

4j., Virginia F'ree Presa, ~¼i:y 11., 18.4.8, p.J, c.l; '-'anuary 24, 1850, p.4, 
c.5; December 291 1S53, p.3, e.2. 

42. ~.!:!'nia F_r~_e Press, July 8., 1847, p.3,e.2; October 611 11147, p.J,c.4; 
February 12, lS481 p.J,e.3; April 11 1$48., p.3, c .. :,. 

44,. ~ations.l Archives. R.,G. 29, n.ecord11 or the Bureau of t~e (;ensus., 
Population Schedules of the 7th Census of the u.s .. , 1g~Q-Yirginia., 
Volume 12$ Jef!ereon County,Part. p.8320 

- 19 -



In addition to his activities as a merchant and builder, Ph:..lip 

Coons had canal boa,ts running on the C,. & 0,. Canal in the 1840'a c1.nd 

also lea,sed a.nd operated the nrsland Flour 'li~J.11•" on the Isl.limd of 
45 

Virginius for several years .. He sened aB Presj_dent oi' the Shenandoah 
46 

Bridge Company from 18:43 to at least 1854, and was also President of 
47 

the Hillsborough and Harpers Ferry Turnpike Company in the l850's. 

In 1854 Coons apparently considered retiring from the mercantile 

buiiinese: 

!I 11A BARGIN WILL BE, GIVEN 

!!I 'ldll sell my stock of goods (and rElnt my store house) which 
consi~ts of almost every kind of merchandise usually kept in a country 
rtore,. .Pors1Secsion given 1st of April. 11 48 

A month later he further Ldvertised: nr will rant my STORE HOUSE, 'Which 

is large and convenient, with or 'Without the DW1tLLING., for one or five 
l~9 

year8. 11 In the end, however, he either had no taker or changed his 
50 

mind, as Coons continued to operate the store throughout 1854. 

In February 1g55, Coons tried again: t1I 'ldll rent my large Brick 

Store House which has just been improved with or without the welling~ 
51 

for one or five years.,n 
,52 

October 1855. 

But again he continued in business until 

45. Virg!nia Free Press, August 31, 1843., p.l, c.J. 

46,. Virginia Free Presa,July 18, 184.3, p • .3, c,.l; July 20, 1854, p.J,c,.l,. 

1~7. Virgina Free Press, September 18., 1851, p.J, c,.3 .. 

M~. Virginia Free Press, Janlll!ry 12, 18541 p.3,c.2. 

49 .. Virginia Free PressJFebruary 91 1854, p.3,c.5,. 

50. Virginia. Free Press_, i:-J..:Lrch 23, 1854., p.J,e,.1; April 6, 1854, p.2,c,.7. 
J~nu.&ry 18, 1855, p.J,c.Jo 

52. ~.,, June 21.,1s55,p.J,c,,1 • 
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On October 251 1855 Philip Coons finally sold out hie stock of 

goods and rented hie store to James A. Beckham and louis Jo Coons~ 

The notice announcing triis change read: 

"lS55 FALL TRADE 1855 
11Having purchased the entire stock of Phillip Coons 11 the subscribers 

are now supplied with the Largest and Most Varied General ;1-ssortment of 
D"'y· Goods, Carpets, and Fancy Dress Goods, Dome;!lltic a.1d For~ign, ever 
offered in Harpers Ferry, to which we invite the attention of the publico 

ttThe one price system will be established and adhered to, believing 
it to be the only true principal of selling goods. We shall receive 

NEW GOJDS WEEKLY, 
Through thfj season, giving our cu1Stomers the advantage of evefrtJ new 
style as soon as recelvedo 

11 Cu~tomers will bear in mind that our Fall Stock is ENTIRELY NEWo 

"FAMILY GROCERIES 
"we ,are :reoei ving, and will constantly keep on hand a. large 

assortment of the best selected and choicest FAMILY GROCERIES, UQUORS, 
&Ci., Also hardware., Cook Stoves, and Stoves of all kinds for Wood and Coal,. 

COONS AND BECKHAM. 11 53 

A notice appearing in January 1856 notified readers that: "HEREAFTER, 

the Mercantile Houne of Coons & Beckham, -will be name~ and known under 
54 

the style and na.:m.e of Becllaam & Co., - J'ames A~ Beckham.., louis J. Coons .. n 
55 

In Apr-il 1856, Beekha.m and Company announeed a closeout sa .. e, 
56 

probably continued until their lease expired in October 1856.o On 

which 

October 25, 1856, Bldgs. No 0 10 and 10,.,A were purchased by John Co Unseld 

and the use or these 1rtruetures from that date until Ms.roh 1858 ha.a 

not yet been established. 

53. Virg·g~~ Fre~.Pr~~_, October 25, 1855, p.3, c.l. 

54. Virginia F'ree Preslil, Je.nus,ry 3, 1856, p.2. 

55. Virginia Free Pres_!, April 10, 1856, p.J, th.3• 

56., Deed of Trust, May 7, 1856, Deed Boole 35, pp.,448 ... J+5lo 
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On April 1, 1858 the following notice sppeared in the paper, thus 

indicating th~t a new· store herl opened in Bldg. No., 10: 

1tGREAT SOUTH1'1W CLOTHING Hl1LL 

"Opposite the U., s. Arsenal, Walter, Brother and Frank, formerly 
oocupied by Philip Coons"' Men 1 l!J 1 boys' and youths 1 Clothing"" 57 

In 1-:iei.rch of 1859 the dissolution of this .firm was announced: 

"TIIE Co-partner~hip heretofore existing at liarpers-F~r:ry u.u,~er the 
rui..me and Style of WALT]li:., BROTm~R & 'FRANK has this day (~arch J.) been 
ditsolved. by mutu,'!tl consent., The business of the late firm will be 
fS,Stt;!;:,1.ed up by Nisan Frank, who will alwaye be found at P .. Oooncets 
(!,i.£) old stand -whre all pereons knowing themselves indebted to us 
are :requested to eRll soon and make 5ettlement,. 

R. Walter, Jo 'Walter, and N,. Frank., 11 

"Having aold out our entire stock and interest to Hisan ri-ank, the 
undersigned would respectfully recommend him. to our num.erous friends a.nd 
the public generally, and. ask for him the s;::une share of patronage bestowed 
on the late firm of W~J.lter, BrothElr and Frank. 

R111 "'~-lter, J. Walter,. 11 5e 

Nisan Frank hi:msel.f'1 advertised at this time: 

"GREAT SOUTHERN CLO'l'HING HALL, 
Shenandoah Street, Opposite +he U,.S., Araena.l, Ha.rpers Ferry, Va. 
Nn1AN FRANK, Successor to i'ialter, Brother and Frank. 

"Having purchased the entire etook of merchandise of we,.lter., Brother 
and Frruik1 I would call to the atten+ion of m7 friends and customers 
thi!!.t I mi.ve adopted the Cc.sh system which will enable me to sell at a 
small advance above the manufacturing priceo 

11 I l.1..ave on hand a h.rge stock o.f 
CLO'rHING 

superior to that made to order as well as a good fito 
Also a complete stock of GENTS FUR.NISHING GOODS and a well assorted stock of 

BOOTS AND StlOES 
which I am selling ehear:· for CASHo I am thankful for pa.st .favors and 
patronage, and hope tile continuance of the samel:1 1• 59 

57,. ,!irginia Free Press, April 1.,1858, p.2, c.,7; July 8, 1858,p.J,c,.,7; 
July 22, 1858, p.,4, o.J. 

58. Virginia Free Preas, March 3, 1859., p.J,c.lo 

59. Y.H.sir4!.~ Press. i">arch 3,1859, p.,3,col• 

- 22 -



On Beptem.ber 22, 1859, and st,11 appearing in the newepa.per at 

the time or the John Brown r<1id in October 1859;, was the same ad 

as quoted above, 'With the exceptiun of the follc..,wing heading; 

"FALL AND riINTER CWTHING AT Tm/; GREAT SOlJI'.H.ER.N CLOTHING 

HA.LL, SHENANDOAH ST;:f.1:!:ET, OPPOSITE THE UoS• ARSENAL, H.i\.RPERS FERRY, VA. 

NISAN FHANK, SUCCESSOR TO WAL'fER, BROTRE:R & :J-'RANK .• u •.• 11 60 

Bldg. No. 101 at the time of the Brow raid,wae thU$ knoW"'I. as the 
b 

naru~AT OOlJI'HERN CLOTiUNQ a.ALL11 , and the second floor of 10 ~nd proably 

all of lO~A were occupied as a boarding house. 

In conelusion, the census of 1860 gives the following data on 

Ni san Fraalt: 

11N:i.san Frank, 28 yea.rs old, male, \Ull!!l.rried, Merchant., born in Gem.any. 11 

V. HIS'l'ORICAL i)}UNTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS __ _,_,_ ___ ,..,.. _ ____, 

All historical prints and photographs of Bldga. No., 10 and 10-A will 

be found in Appendix I of this report, f~~, 3 3, 
J 

VI. HISTORICAL PLANS OF THE BU.~o 

No historical plans of the two buildings have been foundo Modern 

mes.sured drawings of Bldg., No 10 and the ruins of 10-A have not yet 

61 

been prepa:r.•ed. Rough preliminary f.._oor plans of the first /i:i,nd eedond 

floor of Bldg,. rlo.,10 heve been furnished for this report by Arc:dtect 

Archie W., Franzen and will be found in the Architectural Data Section. 

There are no floor plane of any type for the third floor of Bldg. Noo 10~ 

60. Jj.rginia ~res_Press, December 81 1859, p.4,co6o 

61., National tlrchives. Record• of the Hureau of the Census RoG .. 291 
Population Schedules of the 8th CenBUs of the United States, 1$60~ Virginia, 
Volume 13, Jefferson County(part), pp.820,..821,. j{:...... A, f--tJj•: .••. , ,.,,, 
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VII. SUMMAP.~ OF T.tiE HISTUhlCAL DATA 

lo Ownerehi of the land: With the exception of the period ~;ay 11 1840 

to November 6, 18/+l, 1•fager J..ot Noe 15, subdivision J was the prope:rty of 

Philip Coons froa October 28, l83Y'until October 25, 1856. In October 

li:156 John c .. Unaeld purchased the lot and Bldg• .. No,. 10 and 10-A from 

Coonu for i3,000., and Unseld remained the owner until after the Civil Waro 

2. ~~ion of Bld s No. 10 and 10-A: These buildings were 

erect.ed by Philip Coone in 1S38o Bldg. No.lo was constructed as a two 

story brick structUl'e, with a cellar and e,<late ro0f. The first floor 

contained a la..rge store room ar.d the second 1tas designed for use as a 

dw&lling house. The buildint originally fronted 25 feet on Shena.ndol:l.b 

Street, thus leaving a three foot alley between Bldge. tio., 10 and 9, and 

wa! 40 feet and five inclie& in depth,;i In 1846 e.lterat1one were ma.de to 

Bldg. No. 10 c1.nd. the s-tncture was extaruhld on to the end of Bldg. No. 9, 

th J5 elimina.ting th~ former alley. In 1855 Bldg. No., 10 was still a. 

two story brick buil:ting W\\:,.S a slate roof. Photographic evidence 

indiN,,tes that tbe present tl1ird floor was addid at eom.e time after 

the Ci·dl Ware 

Bldg. No. 10-A was also ap~arentl,y erected as a twe story brick house 

wlth a slat:; roof, but without a cellar. 1rhe building l.as a.bout 25 feet 

wide b;r ~5 feet da$p and lecl-':ted in the rear tmd agcx.1n3t Bldg. lio,. 10 .. 

Only the ruined wall.a of this st:rti~ture now st.and,,, 1'he !1r11t floor, 

con.t~ining two fire pl.aoee, was first us&d a, a baker;:; and the second 

flcor apparently contained three :roome interned for use as living quartereo 

- 24.., 



:3+ USE or BlJILDiNG NO. 10, 18,38-1860: -- -
a~ Bldgo No. 10=!:_ First floor used as a bakery by Bartholomew 

Sweetman ft oro r.iay 1e39 to 1841 o:r 1842,. Use of the structur·e the1·eafter 

is unknown, but it was probably used as a dwelling house in conjunction 

~ith Bldg. No. 10~ 

b. Bldg • .No,. 10: 

l~ Decim.ber 61 1838 to Au~~ used as --. !,)rug1 _f!')?.it_ ~W. 

Confectionary and Fancy 3~ore1 operated by Adam Youn;{, Jr., His sign 

on the building wa.e a Gold.en Eagleo 

2 • .iiugust 1842 tc.. October 1855, used as a Dry Goo::ls Store4 operated 

by Philip Coons. The upper floor \lfas used by Coons as hi5 reeidence 

until October 1856. 

3. 2s.!!9P'-'f 18"~ tq_, Qc_t,s,:t?~r 18,2?.= used as a Dry Goods otore, operated 

by J amei A. Beckham e.nd I.ouis J. CO(:>nB,. 

5. A ril l 18 8 to ~ ch used as a ready mede el..othing 

clothing store. operated by the fiun of Walter, brother and frank. 

Their sign on th~ building r•ad 11'!he Great Southern Clothing Halli:. 

6. ~h 41 1e:}9 to at least __ ApriJ; 1 2 18611 uaed as e r~ady ma<!!, 

clothirlJl stor$, operated by Nisan Franko His eign on the building 

read; 11 The (.~reat Southern Clothing Hall,. 11 The upper floor of Bldg. 

No,. 10 and probably 10-A, were apparently utilized as a boarding 

house from 1858 to 18611> 

-- 25 -



VIII .. ~l ~i.:wu:.;!'l.i~NUATTO.l'.i§.t 

It ie believed thc,t enough evidence from docmnentar,r .s.nd 

photographic 30urees has been ;)resented in thia report to permit the 

accurate restoration of the exterior of Bldg. No. 10 to ita 

appea.ra.nce in the 1859-65 J and it ia therefore reco1llll'!ended thtt.t such 

exterior restoration be carried out,. Involved would be the removal of 

the pr·eeent third floor, plscing a nlfi.te roof on the structure, 4nd. 

the reco!l$truction of i,n exterior wooden stairway on the front, of the 

building leading to the 3econd floor .. Otherwise it ie believed that 

the exte1~ior ef bldg. No,,. 10 is a1 it w&s in the 1859-65 period. 

Insufficent dooUJllentary evidl!:lnce has been found, or probably 

will ever be found, to restore the int,e:rior to the 1$59-65 on the 

bbais of written soureea alone. The first and eecond floore of Bldg. 

Noo 10 are prob~bly etill laid out a9proximately aa they were in 1g59, 

but actu&.l b,l'.'chi tectural inv-estigi.t,ion of the interior of the ttructure 

should thw-w much more light on this question. In any caee, it is 

reeemmended that ,,.11 interlor reBtora:c.ion bs limited to the first 

floor store and that the second floor of stripped to f,. shell and used 

for the atora~e of exhibits froJ'll 'thA first floor in the event of a 

flood. 

The coJr,pletion of II A Preiiminary Study of the To,m of Harperd Ferry 

in 1859., Covering 250 Euildings/1 date:~ April 4-/+J 1958J 39 pages., has 

enabled U5 to fonn our first good idea of what the town conzisted of in 

1859. Due to historical accident, itt relation to buildings standing in 

1859 and etill standing in 19581 we would seem to be over5upplied 'id.th 

stores of a certain type, such as Clothing ~tores, and rather short in 

.,.. 26 ... 



other categeriea. To reduce the amount of research required a.ewell 

as the number of exhibit objecte that would be needed, and to av<>id 

dupliea.ting five or six !!!tores of the !i~me type,if a.11 storee were 

restored, it is tsuggested that we plan to restore only one store or 
each type that eXisted in the 1859 town. Under thit plan there woulcl 

thus be one clothing store, on$ general dry good~ store, one drug store, 

a bakery, a :ehoemaker'• ahop, a, tailor shop, a s.i.ddle maker1e abop, 

and perhaps a hotel. 'I'he other mercantile buildings could be marked 

with their proper 1859 signs, but their store windows could be utilized 

to exhibit objects connected with the general history of the town. 

Interior re11toration or tbesa la·tt~r buildings would therefore b<i unneceaaary. 

It is .further euggeeted that th$ decision on which buildings are to 

be actually reatored on the interior as shop•, be reserved until the 

final number and location of' Tisitor, centers hae been dett!lrmined and 

the tour routes worked out. a.atored fihopa could then be distributed 

along the tour route in the most effective ma~.ner. 

Bldg. No.o 10-A, today, corn,ists only of two ruined wall•. It is 

recommended that thHe walls be 11,tablized and that no ef!ort be made 

to reconstruct the structure, there being insuf'.f'icent eYidence to 

permit such reconetruotion even i:t it were believed to be deeirable.., 

.... 27 -
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S:OOTlON III ... ARCHI'l'ECTUlu.L DA'I'A 

1. Bldg, Wo. 10 _Todaz: 

Bldg. No., 10 today is a three story brick buildin,g, lid.th cellar 

and a temporary roof (last roof, sine• removed, wae slate). The 

structure fronts 28 feet and three inches on Shenandoah Street and 

is J.,O f ••t and :3 inchee in depth. rrhere are noi, hii>tOrical or 1nodern 

measured dra:wing1 or the buildinge available. In.eluded on the next 

two pa.gee Of thi9 report are SI118.ll !loor plans of the first and :eecond 

floort,1 furnished through the oourtsfly ot Architect Archie w. Franzen. 

No floor plan• are available ot the third floor. 

Included in Appendix I of this report are modern photographs 

ahOWing the front and rear, -with Bldg. No. l0,-.A1 a.e they appear today 

on the ext~rior. 

The exterior of the first and eecond floors of Bldg. No~ 10 J:f, ia 

probe.blJr much a11 it &.ppea.red in the 1859-65 period,. The layout of the 

s'f. interior er these two floors ia al:eo probably much as it was in 

1859, but t,,ctual arohitectu:ral investiga.tion of the structure can best 

det$nnine thi, question,. 

2. Reetora,tion 1:t!guired: 

To restore the Gxterior of' Bldg. No,. 10 to the 1859--65 period, the 

third floor of thie structure m:i.et be removed. Architect franzen is of 

the opinion that the ex:i.8ting roof r•tt.ere are the original (1846) onea 

that were used in the ouilding before the Civil War. In adding the 

third floor after 1865, the builders apparently reuied the original 

rafters for the new roof,. A elate roof must alao be place on tha 

structure. A small wooden exterier stairway le•di.ng to the door on 

- 28..., 
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second tloor front or Bldg. lio.10, as shoim in Photograph HF-1411 

must be reconatruotedj) The OnlT other ext1;1rior change that may be 

n-ceesaq, in SJ" opinion and further study will d~termin• th& need, 

would be the possible ~oo.uetion in size of the two shop windows in 

the f'iret floor front or the structure. 

'!'he interior or the building, Which is in poor condition, will aleo 

requir~ stabli1ation. 

Bldg. Mo. 10-A, tod•;r, consists o! two ruined brick ~lla each about 

ont and a halt etorie" in heigjrt (they were originally two stories high), 

and about J5 test in length. It 1• suggested that these ruins be 

stablized and be l•!t othenr.ieo untQuched. 

3 • Eatimt1tod Costa -
The E>t,tim.ated cost of exterior restoration and interior •tablization 

of Blda,. llfo,. 10 and the etelblization ot the ruins ot Bld.;. 10-A i• 

t4',,ooo. 

Charl•e -w. Snell, 
Hi~torian(Park Su.pervieory) 
May 281 1958 
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urigina.l phooograph contributed by John Perry, 
of Boliva.r Hsighte. 

National 0.ographic File No. 140325-A. 

Harpere Ferry Negative No~ 66-HF. 

Because this photograph ahowa the Marmion Row 

being reroot~d it ie belleTed that the picture ma.y 

have been taken in 1859. In any cat:eJit was certain~ 

taken be'ore June 1861, when th& old B. &. o. R.R. 

bridge Bhown h•re was destroy«i.. 

VisiJble over Bldg. No.l~B(\rdlich i3 being reroo!~d) 

are the roof tops ot Bldg. No. 9, motlng to the right, 

the roof of Bldg. No. 10 ... with the sky-light ap~aring, 

also in the rear of 10, Bldg.10-A's roof, and to the 

right of Bldg. No!l't 101 the roof of Bldg. No. 11., then a 

three story b~ilcting6 Bldg. No. 101 as shown in this 

photograph is a two or two and on~ half story building. 
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11 Har~rts 1''en·y, Va. :- 186211. 

~)rigina.l photOR;l"&ph in National . .::lrchivea 
Still 2icture "'ection, 11.!!.shington., D. C. 
CN--.5079. 

Harpers Ferry- N,egal,ive No. BF-ll. 

This remarkable v1.ew was ma.de after Pebruary 18621 

ae th~ buildings hnve been destroyed th10t tstood 

on the point or lund J):rior to thi!.t date. 

Through the gape i:n the center of the bridg• ca.n 

be eeen Bldg. No .. 91 thsn to left-Bldg. No.10-

:,. two or two 8nd one-h.,:<.lf st¢ry bldg,- t.,nd then 
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Va. 1862" 

This 1~ a blowup m&de fr~n Negative HF-ll, 

see page 35. 

Harpers r erry i'•egative No. HF-376 

J,.c:ff-
Bld.g. No. 9, 10, 11 a. 0d 12, from -rl'g+rt to 

in 1%20 

;<.re_ '. f /46 fl ~ V' <-'\ p µ_ .._ f) '{' / ,v re l f/i__,_,,-, /v'( 8 .:., 0 µ (' 

,{;) Ci cf( ~'J 
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n'fi. Genl. Stsvenaona H.a.d uarters - Ha ers Fer!l'.:.• n 
The original sketch by Ji.,, R. Waud. 
Publii:.hed in 1865(see following photograph). 

Original sketch in ¼abr,.iry of Congi·ess '1>,rmd Collection 

HarperR f'e1•ry Hega.tiv·e No. HF-224 

The Bldg. on the right is Bldg. No. 9; next with 

the exterior .staircase on the front of it is Bldg,. 

No. 10. Acroes the street corn,es firat Bldg. No,.;6 

~nu then Bldg. No. 34-;5~ 
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VImv IN HARPffiS FERRY.- GENER!~ L STEVENSUN r S HEAD-i:,UARTE:ee, 
~G~-(Sketched by),.R. 1-iaud.-) 

Aa published by H¥'eerrs J!_eekle:}!;, March 11, 1865, p. 153., 

Ha,rpere F'erry f~-,gative No. HF ... 141 

bldgo Ho. 9 on corner to right; then Bldg,. No. 10 with 

exterior etair' oa.s~ on :front. Acros$ the street, firat 

bldg. No • .36 and then Bldg. No.34-35. 



YU:W IN HARPERS FERRY.-GENERAL STEVENSON'S BEAD-Ql'ARTEBS, LOUDON HEIGHTS :ra 'I'H1t DISTANCE.--(Sureum BT A. B. WAm) 



fRONT OF BIDG. N0 • ..1._0 - J~ 

Photogra.ph by Architect Archie Iii • .!'ranzen. 

Harpers Ferry Negative No. ldHF-225 

Reading left to right: 

y.treme le!_t_., a. cornet' of Bldg. No~ ll.,. 

0enter, the front of Bldg. No. 10. The third 

h, believed to h6.Ve bf})t:U'l added after the Civil 

War. Before 1865 it wf,a ai. two or t"Wo and one-half 

ritory building,. 

Jf!._treme hight, a. portion of Bldg. No. 9. 
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