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Wager Let o, 16, the prosent site of Bldge. No. 16 and 5, vas owned by
the Wager family from 1782 to 1835, On Ostobeyil0, 1835, the Jefferson County
Court allotted Lot No, 16 to Sarah Ann Swayne, the wife of Noah E, Swayne,
in the goneral division éf the Wager Property that tock plsce at that time,
The Mﬂaﬁ sold Lot Ho. 16 te Frederick £, Roeder on Jeptember 13, 1847, for
$1,166.66. On June 6, 1848, Mr. Roeder seld the eastern portion of lot No,
18, a vacant plece of land that fronted 32 feet on Potomac Street by 25 feet
in depth, to the Urited States for $337, The Government acquired this pore
tion of the lot in order to widen Potomac Street to a4 forty foot width, thus
aresting both a wider street and & fire lane between the Mt Factory shops
situated on Avmery property and the private huildings located on the Wager
8ix Acye Reservation, "

Mr. Roeder and his heirs retained title to the remaining portion of let
Ko. 16 from 1848 to u:sxf’j“ In addition to Bldg, Ho. 16, Roeder also cwned
Bldgw, Ne. 5 end 7 during the 1859-65 peried. The location of Roeder’s pro-
perty may be seen by glancing at the 1848 plat which appesrs on the follew
ing page »f this yeports o

On Beptember 7, 1837, Hoah H, Swayne leased Wager Lote No. 18 and 17 to
John €. Wilson for a ten year peried, the lesse tating effect en April 1,

1s For a detailed and documented study of the ocwnership of the leot, see Snell,
Charles W., "Historic Building Report, Part I, for Bldus. Ho. 16 and 164, The
Roadey Buildinge,” dated Cotobey 15, 1987, revised Jamuary 29, 1958, pped=3.
Por stoxy of the widening of Potemac Street, See Sullivan, Arthur L., “Histery
of Wager lote Ho. 17 to 34, 1783-1869," dated Pebruary 18, 1958, pp.21-87.
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1838, at an anaual yent of §140 & year. The lease slsc contained the follows
iny building olauses |

21V, ‘The said parly of the second part (Pilsod) within five vears from
the gaid first day of April {1838]) next shall erect on said lots o houge or

. housen of brick &r stone covering the entire front of said Lots {except ensugh
for one, twe or three alleys which may be left er not at the eoption of said

. Wilgen) at least two stories high & with the walls of sufficient thickness

ko sagtain snother sterys  Fo materials now on said premises shall be removed
and used on any othey premises without the vonsent of anid parties of the
fFivet parit.ees” 2 v

Wilscn sheuld have:therefore erected one or two houses en Lots No, 16
and 17 by April 1, 1843, under the terms of the lease., This, hwgwat* Wilsen
failed to do. On December 17, 1844, Major Joho Symington, Superintendent of
the Armory st Harpers Ferry, stoted that these tws lots contained the follow
ing bufldingsy Lot No, 18¢ *A layge wooden stable 80 x 30 feet and loft
- above,” The value of the land was put at §182 and that of the building at
- 5218, meking & total of $400.. Lot e, 171 "A small wooden House, 16 x 14 M.
1 story,” The land was valued at $182 and the house at $18, making a total |
of maf |

Prior to this, on January 2§, 1844, with the consent of Jehm G, mlm

Bosh ¥, Swayne lessed Lot &g@ 18 %o Prederick A, Bceder for a pericd of 24

years at an annmal rent of §70 a year. The lease alse stated thst near the
termination of the lease "the isprovesmenis now on sald premises & those here-
after placed on the premises by the party of the second part [Noede%®), shall
2. Emm, Susyne to Wilson, September ?, 3.33?, in Deed Book 32, mwm,

- Jefferson County Court Wt Pharles Town, ¥W. Va,
8+ "Schednle A of lots and inprovessnis thereon, cwned by individuels, ad-
joining the publie Bulldinge at Harpers Peryy Ammory, with description of

the Wmﬁ on sach Jot, and the price for which the whole can be pur-
M" 3.3, 1844, Etmﬁiﬁ Reel 3&* ’%% -8+ 2
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In September, 1847, Roeder purchased Lot Be, 16 from Swayne for $1,186.86,
Based on this evidence, namsly the price paid for the property, the writer
i# of the epinien that the oldest portien of Bldg. No, 16 was erected by Reedeyr
in the peried mw.. Judging by the R Wim of the building, m
. structure aﬂeaiaaliy fmatﬁd 23 feet on Ewh Btreet and was 2‘7 feet 7 inches
deeps The southesst wall x&sted wp sgaingt the mm wall of Bldg. Ke. 15.

Mdm Ro, 18 vas bailt of ‘stone and was twe tﬁax&m high, tmznﬁim the basee
manty in 1844-45, Rooms 2, 4 m&; on the modern measured dravings probably
 On Jamusry 2, 1848, Roder purchased Vager Lot No, 17 frem Noah H, Swayns
for $1,186.68, thuy {aczensing Mis eriginal frontage oa High Street from 32
faet to a total of 84 feet, lLater the sume month, Eoeder secured a loan
of §2,000 from Abvabun H, Here, the miiler on the Tsland of vsmnmf_ :
Rooder vas able o repay this noney in Febraary, 1080, It seems lkely that
- Roeder used this lean to enlexge Bldg. Ne, 16 to ita presant sise, probably
in 1848-49, and in any event, certainly by 1856, This latter date is esteblished
by Roedez’s sale of Lot Nos 17 to the United States in 1856, lot Mo, 17 ori-
ginally fronted 32 fest on 'ﬁigh Btreet, yot in 1858 Mt m& only 28 fest

44 wm ts m Lease, Jamuary 29, KM{ m m 27 w&é&iﬁa; alsn’
‘Bwayne and Wilson, mmat, Janvary 29, 1844, Deed Book 2&, pelBS,

§x Drawing No. NP 3099, *Building Ho. 18, The &xﬂ&i@ m, dated
Mﬁ: 10, 1886, 12 mﬁ’hh Bes M& I and 2.

3 # - o .

- 7% Deed of T gt, Boedsr to Isase M&; A% Trustes :t‘er E&m‘; Smmry xs, -
1848, Desd Book 25, pedls,

8, Release of Trast, Pouke to Roeder, Pebr

9.

1y 15, 1680, M Boek ah el



é inches of this frontage to the M&@é&%&, retaining for g own use
three feet six inches of that fromtage. The 3% feet resorved from let Fo.
17 was added to the original 32 fest frontage af Lot We, 16, and gives us

fﬁm preagnt frentage of me Eo, 15 en High Street, mamely 35 feet 89 imh&s,
' Thus, probably in 1948-18¢8, Roeder axtended the length of his beuse by

. adding two more yooms, one lovated on the basement and the other on the fizet

f100rs [amely, voams No, 1 and § on the measured drawings. This addition,
Wil of mm, m 13 feet si' inches by 17 feet seven inches in :&m, mﬁ
, imm the &:iqim frontage of the hewse on ﬁigﬁ Btreet ’m foet 2%
inchess A new brick second story and a half sontaining rooms ﬁm ﬁ,_ ‘h 8
Cand 8, and slate roof, were prebubly sdded over the stone portion during the
© 1846-49 remodelling, Architectural investigation oan perhaps best amswer
 thie question of the date ofithe brick sdditions, Inany event, Bldg. Yo,
16 "";’ﬁ stories high, over & ene Etory mt, and had a slste roof by
1856, | | -

| In the rear of Bldg, Ne. 16 stands Bldg, No. 184, a two story brick smnex
mwasuring 11 feet 1 inches by 14 fest 2 inches in siwe and containing two
rooms, one on each flooxs No evidence relatiny to the construction of Bldg.
¥os 164 has been foundy, m earliest view showing Bldg, m& is mw
| HE-43, which was made in 1870, The question of whether Bldg, No. 164 was
stending before the Civil War or not must be left to the results of arohi- |
teciuiial investigation, The structure is slse to be seen on the 1894 Perris

| %mam map of ﬁamm m:w which ',,‘Aj,,’»fa m the m&: gaa:g:e of this Wﬁ.

5; m of ﬁa & &ag Bosder 'k@ ﬁ; 3Qg mﬂ gﬁj I\ﬁﬁgy Mﬁ’l ﬁm 3&g iﬁp;i&&»
13&;
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Bldgs No, 184/ may have been standing before the Civil War, kut no evidence
in dooumentayy scurces has beea found to settle the question onv way or the

othary

- Bldgs No. 18 wae ‘mvgﬁém% m probably i’:&w M of i’xm:iw. 5&& :
Boeder from 1865 to 1868). The emas of 1868 Wm us with the fol-

ww&w data on this fmilm

| %m& a,, Reedar, 5& yurs 63:4; m«r- Confactioner. Valus of Keal Estater

$2,000, Value of Personal Estater §1,850. Bors in Saxony, Germany,

" Anna M, Roeder, 39, fedmle, Born in Sewony,

Baxy S * 17, female, Born ia ’fi&.
%ﬁlféﬁ B ® 3‘?. fenale,
mm: ﬁc 13, male,
d W 1}ug m@;
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aamm;m aﬁmaﬁ&%«r Hoe mwmm«m ﬁmndandi‘h is
:a&y that Ay mn éver be located, Por medarn mmm drawings

M&é W 15, 1§5§s '

ﬁwﬁm&gﬁs of aidm-. Yo, 16 will be found in the following veportst
1, 1858 ghet&m HP-85, in Bnell, ﬁmxiu Wa, "Report, for Wager Lots
Wes 6, 7 and Part of 8, the Wager House or United States Hotel,” dated August

7, 1958, page 35, View of rear roof line of Bldgs 16 showing it to be 2§

- storion Mok

sus of 1860, Reel 10, Va2, pal70,

31. Cenmue of 1850, Resl 10, Vi, pelldy Le

12, Comsus of 1860, Resl 18, V.3, pel70s
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2. 1861 phutograph, HP-451, on page 3% of same vepert. View of rear mi‘
ine of Emm How 16,
3, 1870 photograph, HF-33, in Snell, Gy Ws, "Historic Suilding Site Burvey

 Repori, fer Wager iuM: s ﬁﬁﬂmqk m&;" &tﬁﬁ Mﬁt 1, X%Eg page 154

| View of mmk mstn on High mm front of Blﬁﬁf He. 15,

4, 1878 painting, HP-145, in above veport, pige 16, View of poreh on High

Strest of Blds, No. 164 | REEAA
1865 photograph, HF-55, in Snell, C, We, “Histeric Building Repost, Part

11, Historical Data SBaction, for Bldg, ¥o, 7, White Hall,” dated March 30,

1959, page 18, ‘ﬁaw of reay of Bldg, !iﬁu 16, ’

8. 1870 m‘; wreph, Hi-43, on page 17 ef akove Imﬂ:« mu ig the sarliest

view in vilch Bldgs Nos 18A ia to be seen clearly,

74 1880 photograph, W,, on page 18 of above yaports View of rear of

Bldg, Ho. 18, | : | |

8. 1896 photograph, HF-99, in Snell, C, W, *Historic Building Site Survey

Report for Bldg. No. 8,"Wager Lot No. 53,% dated July 29, 1958, .17, BExcels

lent view of High Strest front and roof of Bldgs Bo, 318,

%y 1896 photograph, HP-82, in Bnell, €, W, *ﬁi&m&e Building ﬁmﬁ* Part

I-Biatorical Data Section, for Bldg. ﬁm 1&5; The m Doviney Ehmu“ dated

Naroh 27, 1958, page 13, High Street front and resf,

‘10, 1896 photograph, HE-96, in Sullivan, ﬁrttﬁzx Ly, "History of @mx tmn

Mo, 17 to M, 1783-1869,% pags 90, Zxeellent view of vear side, porch of

Bldg, Ho, 16 and IEM ,E | |

11, Por modesn view of High Strest front of Bldg. o, 16, see Snell, O W.,

“Historic Bullding Report, Past I, for Bldg. No. 16,% page 11,



12, On the following page of this repert will be found a modern view of the
rear of Bldg, Ho. 18 and 184, Photograph HE-308,

Lot Wo. 16 was owned by the Wager femily from 1782 uatil 1847, In
September, 1847, Nosh H, Bwayne scld the 1ot to Predexick A, Roeder for
$1,160.66, In June, 1848, Roeder sold a small plece of the lot that froved
on Potomac Street 3% feet by 25 feet, to the United States for $437., Roeder
and his heirs retained title to the remsining portion of Lot Ne. 16 until
1881, In addition to Bldg, Mo. 16, ¥r. Boeder also owned Bldgs., ¥o. § and
7 during the 1859-1865 pesod,
B. QCopstyyoticn of Bldys, No, 16 and 162

Bldg, Ro. 16 was appareatly erected by Prederick A. Beeder in 1844-45
under & leasehold from Noah H. Swayne, The Mm was two stories high, ine
cluding a one story stene basement, and fronted 32 feet on High Street and
had a depth of 17 feet seven inches, Probably in 1848-1849% and certainly
by 1858, Kosder made another series of additions to Bldg. Ho. 16, A 13 fest
2% inch by 17 feet seven inch stone addition, two stories in height, was
added to the morthwest end of the #ri{zim W, thus increasing the averAcl
dimensions to 35 feet 2} inches by 17 feet 7 inches, Probably 1848-49,
and eartaisly before 1858, Roeder added a brick second story and a half te
Bldg, No. 16 and a slate roof, Thas at the time of the John Brown Raid:
Bldge ¥o. 18 was 2% steries high m; & stene one wtory basement.

Bldg. No. 16A, which stands in the year of Bidg. Ne. 16, is & brick two

story structure containing one room on each floor and m&wm& 14 feot 2 inches

u-“gv'«
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Harpeys Ferry Negative No, HHR-308,

In the Center of the photograph miy be mﬁ&a rear of Bldg. No.
16 with the ruins of a two story frame porch running the length of the struoe
ture, Hote that the basement and first floor are built of stons, The sec-
ond and & half story ars constructed of brick, To the left of the photograph
 stands Hldg, Nes 164, the two story brick house,

)0



by 11 fest 2 inches, Dooumentary evidence has failed to indicste whether
Bldg, We, 164 was standing before the Civil Way or not. The sarliest photo-
greph shewing this structure was taken §h 1870, If Bldg. 16A was standing
Mm 1861, ite brick construction suguests that it was erected at the same

" time the brick second flvor was added to Bldg, Kw 18,

_'Bldg, Yo. 16 was utilised from 1845 to 1861 as the residence and pro-
bably the shop of Frederick A, Roeder, who was a-confestioner by trade.
Bldg. No. 163, 1f standing prior te 1861, was probably used aa extra
rooms for Reeder's help or perhaps as & mu warehouse or storage rooms
for hie business, | |

Charles ¥, Snell
Hstorian {Park ﬁuporﬁmé
April 3, 1059
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Heiglits of buildings on Wager Lots 53 to 56,lTgl Street,revised, .
General’fsaised one-story in height, from that given on map as prepared

in 19597 :This éhange{‘based on more .detailad studias and additional
historical photos acquired since 1959,

Charles W. Snell, April 15,1980. ‘ Y,
%
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Cha’nge in location of
inside edge to oytside
as shown on the 10°
done since 105¢,

Arsneal iouce along
e edge of side wallk anJ
59 edition of Lao map

Shenandoah Street from
the ellmzna;inw of the st

S

s hase on drCn“O]HPlcal stuwlios

New Chance on 1859 map:  This based on Iy
Ferry, prepared in November 1344, and
Archives,

Arsenal gate location, as shown on
base\map is_correct for the

ajor John Symington's Map

of lHarper's
just recently discoverad

in the Hational

the 1959 edition or the historical
Period 1799 to about 1337. Symington's map,
however, reveals that at some undeytevnined date after 1837 and prior to

1844, the arsenal gate as shown was closed up by a stone wall and the

new gate opencd out on Shenandoah Street, being centerod hetween the
Small Arsenal and the Superintendent's (14 CGffice,

. Charles W, Snell, April 19,1980.
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