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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

HarpersNPehi @NAls PGS 1SEBMIGRN
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia

March 20, 1959

Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Region Five
From: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument

Subject: Research Project No. HF-58, Historic Building Report,
Part 11, Historical Data Section, for Bldgs. 9 and 8

We submit one copy of the "Historic Building Report,
Part 1I, Historical Data Section, for Bldgs. No. 9 and 8, The
Gerard B. Wager Buildings,” dated March 18, 1958, 22 pages, by
Historian Charles W, Snell, for technical review by Regional
Historian Frank Barmes.

(SGD) FRANK H. ANDERSON

Frank H. Anderson
Superintendent

In duplicate
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Wager lot Ko, 14, the present site of Bldgs. Neo. 9 and 8§, was cwned by
the Wager family from 1782 to 1835, On Ockober 10, 1835, the Cirewit Super-
for Court of lLaw and Chancery for Jefferson County, Virgiaia, divided the
Wager family holdinge in Harpers Ferry ameng the three vager helrs and Lot
Ho. 14 was allotied te Gerard B, Wager, OCerard B. Wager held title te lot
lio, 14 from 1835 to his desth in 1848 and his estate and heirs retained pos-
gession of the proporiy until zmj The loeation of Wager lot So. 14 may
ke gesn by glancing at the 1835 plat of Wager property on the following page
of this report.

On Palyuary 21, 1836, Ceravrd B, Vager leased te Michael Foley & *tenament®
{probably the old stone foundations now under Bldy, No. 8] on Wager let No.
14, *then in the possession of and ccoupancy of N, Fitzeimmons, being & part
of lot no, 14 and adjoining the lot (Wager Lot Neo. 1Y) recently rented by
John G, Wilson.” Under the lease, Foley was t¢ have the lot and the tenement
for wight years, starting from fApril 1, 1836, paying Mr, Sager an snnual ground
rent of $120, It was further agreed that Michael Feley *should ersct upon

lot 14 & good and substantial house of brick or stone theree stories high above
the basesent and not less than forty feet deep and covering the whole front

i+ For s detailed and documented study of the lownership of the land, ses
Snell, Charles W,, *Historic Building Report, Part I, for Bldgs, Ne. 9 and

8, the Gerard B, Vager Buildings,” dated Ccteher 10, 1957, revised January
30, 1658, pp.l=3, 34, 11=13.
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#f the lot (274 faﬂi}un*'a 5

Betwesn April 1, 1836, and Dapiember, 1838, Michasl Foley therefore
procesded to srect Bldg Ho. 9. The new hmug fronted 2§ feet 2 §/8 inwmi
on Shenandoah Street and was forty feet deep., The structure contained a
sellar and probably had & slate roof. The brick building was three and a
half stories in height, and thus generally met the specificutions contained
in the 1836 lease. The first fleoy was designed to be utilised as & large
ﬂ@:‘iv and the upper two and 8 half floors were intended for use as a residence,

It is isportant to remember that Bldg. Ne. 9 did mot become & corner
Imilding until April, 1856, but wes hemmed in tightly on the east from 1838
until 1858 by a 273 by 40 feet, three and a half story briek building located
on Wager Lot 13. This msy well account for why there wes only one deor and
five windews in the east wall of Bldg. No, 9. In 1856 the house on Lot o,

13 was purchased by the United States and demolished. Lot 13 was then mede

g
& part of what is now Potomse Streets It is therefore possible that the

windows and door shown in the east wall of Bldg. o, § (See Photograph HE-18)
were net agtually fastallied until the 18506-81 perfed.

2. Assigmewnt of lLease, Michasl Foley to John U’Hsrs, January 18, 1548, Deed
Bock 24, pp.l3%-158, Jufi‘crm County Court iimm Charles Town, W, ?“m

35 LABE CTeHE. ﬁﬂﬁtﬁﬁm 2?; 1833} Pedy ssds The tew miiﬁiw wWan
ﬂrﬁ: mtnd i:; &r.«tm, 1638,

" 4s Dimensicns from Historic fmevican Building Survey Drawing for the Gsrard

8. Yager Mlﬁin@g Mﬁia

§¢ Depth of originael building from June 6, 1846 plat of txehnmfa of land
betwean Cexard B. Wager and Fhilip Coons, in Deed Book 28, p.ldb.

8, ©nell, Charles W,, "listorical Study of Vager let Ne. 13, 1837%.1858,*
dated September 23, 1958, pp.i-6, 16~20,

-



Foley sold ﬁiﬁlﬁmlﬁ to this ellding and Jot to John Cfiara oun Jasuary
18, 1840, for §500. On the following pege will be found an 1846 plat for
an exchange of land between Gerard B, Wager and Philip Coone that indicates
the depth of Bldg. % at that date,

Ho direct documentary evidence has been found relatisg to the construce
tion of Bldg. Ne. 8, The stone foundations and woodwork under Blds. 8, how
ever, appesrs to be mch older than those found in Bldy. No. $. The 1836
icase mentioned a %&mgﬁ" then ospupded by H. fitssissons as being located
on the lot, _’Tliw old foundations therefore probubly date from the esrlier house
and mast therefore have been srectad by the Wager fasily, or more %zmy Ly
Juhn Fitusimuons in 1828, under a five year lease from the Wagers. There
ig aleo a slight mﬂiﬁnw that these foundations may have been a part of
Robert Harpers® | fiﬁt mg, which 1e reputed, according to local traditien,

o bhave been located on this let,

In any event, the upper portions of the older house were demeolished,
probabily by Joha O’Hara between 1840 and 1646, and a new two and one-half story
brick annex srected ever the old stess fmﬂm&iamj The new winy was 16 ‘

1o
feut 107 inches wide and 28 fest one inerh in hwtk. Two large chimmeys

Eas i1

were located on ti_w walls

7» Assignuent of lease, Foley to O'Hars, Jamuary 18, 1840, Desd Book 24,
Ppeli?=158, Algo Desd of Trust, John §, Wilson te Fdward lucas, Jumary 10,
1841, Desd Dook 238, pp.458-480, in which Wilson states thal Michesl Foley
bullt what is sow Bldg, Mo, 9,

Bs For lease see Snell, Charles W., "Higtoric Ballding Bite ﬁarwy Report,
for Yager lot Hos 2,7 &t&ﬁ Septenbey 12, 18868, vevised Dctober 6, 1358, p.i0.
John Fltssimeons was to erect on Shenandosh Street & frame immiw 20 by 13
fout, one and & hald stories high.

$s Bldge Hos 8 wes sltanding by 1846; see Deed of Exchange, €. B, Vager and
Philip Coong, May 30, 1846, Deed Dook 28, pp.ddd-148 in Snell, C. ¥W,, "
toric Bldg. Report, Part I, for Bldg. 8, p«de Doed pentions “Hain Bullding®

ithue inferring that others wers ﬁm&&m% Bidg. & was probably built 1841-42.
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This wing may have vontained a kitchen for use in conjunciien ﬁtia Bldg.

e, B, a8 well a# wxtrs bed rooms or roome for slaves, The roof sloped sharp~

iz
1y to the weat apd contained two dormer windows.  Alse probably located on

the west side of the annex, bocsuse o« the wlew tov the east had been shuk
off up to 1606 by & similer wing on the year of the large brick tuilding lo-
cated an Lot No. 13, w8 a twe mxy frawse poreh and the deors to Bldg. Ho.
8, The 1884 Pexvie-Dankern mep of Harpers Terry, which shows Bldgs.

and 8 before they were remodsled, will be found on the following page of this

ports

Lot Mo, 14 wae leased by Gerard B, Wager to mc&m Foley for elght wesrs
from hpril 1, 1836 Hr. Foley erected Bldg. Ne, ¥ in 183%-38, The house was
eompletsd by Deptember, 1838, and was rented that month by James B, Hayman.
Mr, Haymand advertised that be hed “taken the mew House recently erected,
opposite the United Stales Arsenal,.ssand Fitled up the lower story of the
sane an & BEOICRATIVE AND BATING HOUSE.” His *National Festorative” included
a bar, with wine, liguors, Forter and Ale, Fresh cysters wers alse m«mﬁ;n

4
Hayman remained in business in Dldg. Hos @ until September, 1838, when he

10, Matorie Averican Bullding Survey Drawing for Bldg, No. & and 8, giving
width of 8§ amd overall length of € and 8, from which I heve subtracted 40
fost frde total, thus leaving origioal Jength of 8.
il. Photograph Hi72,

che HR-66 and Hi450,

gnalist, September ll, 1833, p.3, “abwut to remove

-
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raspved He tevern to Bldg lo. 18,

f.%a January i&; 1340, Hichael Foley sold his loase to the lot to
John O%Hars for 3&% A trust sale of OfHare’s property was threatened in
1641 and 1843, and on both occasions the improvements on the lot were deseriked
a8 “being a large these-story hwick luilding and other necvessry buildings.” o

Probably in Uctober, 1838, Bldg. No. § was sext rested by Henry
Yost and Willienm Couten, ﬁ? ppened & large Crocery Steve in the "SIUEE Ok
POSTIE THE ARGENAL YARD.”  Thiwm partnership was siimlm;igm Hay 28, 1840,
and Henry Yost contimied the husiness “at the same stend,”  Bldg. Jo. 9 wes
ecoupded as a grocery store Ly Henry Yost from 1840 to June 30, 1648, when
he moved to the hullding looated on the mt%ﬁmi: s of Wager Lot He, iﬁfa

Fyom April, 1843, to lecenber, 1845, M %. % was next cocupled
by Johu G, Wilson as a dyy goode and grovery tﬁmm

in ﬁwmbim 1844, John O'Hars sold one undivided hall intevestin

&2
the leasebold to Lol Be. 14 and Hldgs, Ho. © and 8 to Williem Lester, In

15s Deed of Trust, Heyman to Lucas, Jr., Barch 6, 1840, securisg rent for
Bldge Bo, 35; in Deed Book 2‘5; Fu@ﬁ*

18, MM of m; Jmf iﬂ, im, Deed Dook 3‘, W!E&?ﬂlﬁgu Alsn
Deed of Trust, Oflare to Issac Fouke, Janumuyy 18, 1840, Deed Book 24, pp.6i-84.

1%,

Wl Jm 1§; imi: 3333; ﬁ:§$ August i8, 1842, Pedy ©ed}

f?%ﬁ;f 'afw “Toaac Fouke to O'Haya, Decesber 5, 1843, Desd Book 36, Foe
*®

20y Emli, Charles W, ”'zm Eim:rimi Spudy of Yager Lot No, 13, 1830-1848,"

ﬁi& Yiroinds iree fras Wz 37; 1&3’ Pady ﬁugﬁ Lotohey 1313 l“3‘ 3‘-‘*35
Cedy Huy 2 ﬁhﬂs

4%. Dwed of Tyust, lester to lsesc Fouke aund other, lovesber 19, 1844, Deed
Book 3‘?} ﬁ‘&i%a

wle
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Auguet, 1845, Hr. lester sold his helf-interest to Gerard B. Wager for §875.
and in March, 1846, ilr. Hggax acguired UfHara®s remaining half interest in
the leasehold for $1,000, The tetal value of Bldgs, So, 8 and § in 1845~

46 thue aewunted to §1,875.

in Jamary or é::riz, 1845, Bldg. Ho. § was next cceupled &s & dru

| store by Dy, Joseph O. EW#; In Jaswaxy, 1847, br. Hays gave notice that

he had "made arrangenents to ascoumwdate & few general REERS

yeowmined in Dusiness in Bldg, No. 9 until April, 1648,
In May, 1848, Adam Young, Jre, informed the public that he had ree

- moved his drug store ™o the Store Room recently ccoupled by Joseph 0. Hays,

adjeining the Store of FMlip Cocns @kia& was locsted in Bldy. No. ii},
opposite the Arsenal, HMaln Stroet...” )
My, Adem Young, Jre, remsined in lusiness ;t Bldy. Hos & from 1848

28
until Cetober, 18845, vhen he itook his family West. Yeoung had been the

§§§ Deed of B, & 8., lester to Yager, fugust 14, 1846, Desd Book 27y 1378
oM

2. Deod of B & 5, Oftara to Hager, March 31, 1046, Deed Book 20, pp.Se

5. S Eee il Teg rreas March }:gg 1“5‘ Pedy ﬁakﬂ
2, My me* 2§4?; Pedy -
27. M‘j January gi; iﬁ?{ Pady ‘%‘#?; May }5}»; 1848, ped, Gals

88, o Hay 11, 1848, ;:.3, osly Por Jocation of Young®e drug store prior

te m gﬁ’fg L Ml} Pe Hag *Hetorioal Stady of W SRR lot Bo, 124 o o
15=17. For location of Philip Coons store, see Snall, *n Yoy "Historie Buile
ding Repoxt, Part I, for Bldgs. No. 10 and 104, the John €, Unseld Bulldings,”
dated Vay 28, 1958, p.l19.

_:‘.,:u dea Junusry 1}.* 1“3; ﬁtf;; Gelf Janusry 31, 15595 F‘:ﬁ* #A; Harch
%ig 1§ Nﬁigp ﬂt*} Cotobay 35; 1855, sz, ﬁii} Cengus of 1356‘, Keel iﬁ*
ang Pallls
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Hurpers Porey agent fou t!m Baltisore dyuy flmm of Joseph Crosby and Son.
'Mﬁa a0 mm evidencs on who yented the luilding from Octeber,
1885, to April, 1881, “Iixs enly possible lead se to who may have cooupied
Bldg. Ne. § in the 1858-51 period iiu in ﬁw ﬁm of 1860, The vensus
indicates that the Firet person the m tmx vﬁaﬁ.ﬁ:ﬁ afier a@:@mm &t

| the hemse of Hre William J. Stepbena, who resided % a mmm situated on

Wagey Lot Mo §, wae Johm @, mm:, & mmm:g As Bldge o, § was lovated

Just across the styeet fyom Wager i@t 5 it is therefore possible that Ridencur

was losated in Bldg. le. 9, This theowy is further smmmw the fact
that the house next o %ﬂﬁm‘ located on Wager Lot Hoe 4, in the other
dtrostion, '1e oo o have hesn coapled by cther persons than Ridenour in
the 185%-81 period, -
It is therefore likely that John G, Ridencur was loocsted in Bldg. Wo.

9 in the 1858-61 peried, If this is the omse, ithen My, Ridenour wust be :
withedvawn a2 & possible ccoupant of Store lo. 2 in Bldg, Ho. 38 at thet perieriﬁaz
Assuming that Rideneur was actually lossted ia Bldg. So. § in 1860, we then
know he first opened his new dry goods store in Hovember, 1&33»”

The Census of 1860 provides us with the follewing informetion en Hr.
Ridenour and his familyt '
#John G, Aldenour, 36 years old, male. Nerchent., Value of real estates

800, Value of personal wstate: §%,000, Besn in Va.
Darah Ridenour, 34, female. Bora in Va,.

30, Cenmug of 1800, Reel 10, V.2, p.167; For location of Stephen’s hmxm,
see Onell, C. We, "Report for the Willlam J. Stephens Bullding, Weger Lot
lie, 5, dated August 5, 1908, revised October 3, 1906, 45 pages,

Jl. Gnell, (4 Yap "Report for Vager 1ot Ho. dy B Ve Yantisg® Tebaces ﬁi@ﬁg“
dated September 11, 1868, p.d.

32, Sew Daell, C, We, “Hlstoric Bldg., Report for Bldg. Ho. 38 and 38, The
Toarney Bldos.,” daied June 24, 1958, p.lls

38: Mirginds Tree Pross, Hovember 11, 1858, p.d, 7.
. 5,
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Jobn H, %zimg 18, male. Born in Va.
Willard As
Tresn Js
Hagule
Hary e

7+ years old, male, DBoyn ia Va.
6, female, Dorn in ?;ﬁs

4y fomale, ® » ¢
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Bo Mistorieal plans of 31@@&; Yo, B and & have been found and 1t is highly
unlikely that any will sver be loouied.

Historicsl prints and vhetomvarhe shouwing Dldgs. Yo, § and § will be found

in the f@iiﬁ%w ragearch reports that have alyesdy been sulmitted:

1. 1859 phetograph, HR-86, in Snell, %ﬁw Wey “Ropoyt For Vager
Lats ﬁ#, &, 7 and Part of &; the Vager Mﬁﬁ ar United ﬁkﬁﬁﬁﬁ Hotel,” dated
fuoust 7, 1988, pepe 35, Important, shows rear roof of Bldg. ¥ and alse of 8,

2. 1858 photograph, HP450, in sbove report, page 38. A blowap of
Photooraph HE-88, revealing mere detadl,

J« 1882 photograph, HR-1l, i Hwil, C. Ve, "Historie Bullding Report,
Part I, for Bldgs. Bo. 10 and 104, paue 35, Sho.s froot and east side of
Bldge 8, alao part of east side of Hidy. 8.

fe 18651860 photopraph, HE-40, in dnedl, C. VW, “Historic Building
Ruport for the NHosh H. Swsyne lot, Wager Lot do. 51, dated July 248, 1988,
page 22. Chows yoof of Bldys Ho. %

5, 1865 print, HB141, by A. Be Waud, in Snell, Cu ¥, "Historie Buile
ding Deport, Payt I, for Bldg. He. 10 and 104, pege 38, Clossup of sast
wall and front of Bldy. Bo. 9.

34, Census of 1860, Bwel 10, V.3, p.187,

Yl



G, 1065 print, HB224, original draviag by A B Weud, in above reaport,
7« 1863-1805 photograph, HR-18, in Snell, C. ¥,, Historie Buildiag
Begort, Fart I, for Bldos. No. © and 8% page 10, Excellent view of Five
windows and ono door in east well of Bldg. Ho. ¥
Be 1809 photograph, Hi-90, in Smith, Philip R, Jr., ¥A History of
the Arsensl Tysol, 1706-1868,% dated Ducember 19, 1958, page 137. Izeellent
view of vast wall of Bldy, Ho. 9. ,
8. 1889 photogruph, HE-100, in Snell, O. W., "Historie Bldy. Bepori,
Part I, for Building Je. 5, dated Octeber 18, 1957, revised January 26, 1958,
pells Chows velstionship of Bldye NHo. © to John Browa fortealse flood of 1886,
1. 1590 photograph, HR47, ia Snell, C. ., "Historie Bailding Heport,
Part I, for Bldy, No. 7,7 dated Ootober 1, 1957, revised Jarwary 268, 1258,
proe 11, Shows relationship of Bldges Ho. % and & to Joha Brown Pori.
131« 1886 photograph, HR-86, in Dollivan, Srthar L., "Hesesrch Report,
Hstory of Wageyr lots No. 17-35, 1782-1860," dated Pelwusry 18, 1959, Page
90, excelleni wiew of front and east wall, yeoof of Bldg. 9, also east wall
and roof of Bldgs Noa B
1%, 1938 photograph, HF-261, in Snell, U, W., "History of Wsger loi
Bo. 51,7 page 30. Shows Bldy, No. 9 ia 1988 flood.
1%, 1955 view of the reer of Midg. Ne. 8 and §, in Snell, . ¥, "Hise
torie Bldg. Heport, Fart I, for Bldg. Yo. 10 and 104" page 40.
In APPYEDIX I of this report will be found seven sther photographe showe
fng Bldos. Hos § and 8.

5
3



Lot He, 14 was owned by the Wsger fawily from 1782 to 1835. On October
16, 1835, the let was sllotted to Geraxd B, Wager. o remained the cvwner of
Lot He, 34 from 1835 to his desth in 1848 and his estate and heivs retained
title to the preoperty until 1873,
Ba Construciion of Bldgs, Ho, ¥ and 8§

Pldg, Ho. § wes erected by Michael Foley in 1837.38, The new house was
a 3% story brick building with s cellar and probably hed & slate roof. The
structure fyonted 28 feet 2 §/€ inches on Ghesandoah Stresi and was foriy feel

deap, The firet fleo: was designed for use as one store ard the wppr 2§ floors
oontained living guarters. By 1850 the kuildiasg had a slate roof, five windows
and one deor in the sest wall and ala¢ one or sere windows in the north or
rouy walls

The original Dldg, Ne. B was prohebly congtructed by John O'Hara in 1841~
42 on the site of an saylier house, the stone joundations of the latter being
incorporated into Dldg. Nos 8. The new luilding wes built of brick and was
2§ stories high, vith a stesp pitched roof that siPed to the west. This roof -
contained two dormer windows on the west side. A two story frame porch as

well as the doors and windows to Bldg. Ne. § were probably located on the

west side of the house. On the east wall or side thers were two large chime
neys and four windows lecated ane shove the other. These windows were situated
betweon the two chiwneys, The north wall or end of the luilding centalned at * '
least one window at the top Floor and probably had & tetal of four windows,
one in each flooy, including one in the bussmeni. BEldg. No. § was 16 feet

wide and 28 feet one inoh in leagth, It probably contained & kitchen ami

pantry és well 4s extra bedrooms for the service of Bldg. So. §. The first

ol e



ase for the g’&@#ﬁ in 8,

floor may also have been used am a warehe
1+ Beptember, 1830-Septenber

2. 183%-iay, 1840; Srocery sters of Henry Yost and Williawm Coates.
3. May, 1840«June, 1842; Crocery stove of Henry Yost.

4. 1843-1845; Dry Goods Store of John G, Wilson,

S 1845-18485 Drug stove of Dr, Joseph G, Haye.

6«  1848-October, 1858; Druy store of Adam Young, Jr., sgent for Joseph
Craseby and Son of Mﬁmm;

7s 1885-1861; Ko sure vecord of use.

B, lovember, 1858-Zpril, 1881; Prol

AL U R

ie wlore of John G,

Photogreph HR.35, in the Appendix of this report, well illustrates the
original relaticnship of Bldus. o« 9 and 8 to the Jobn Hrown engine house
and the Armory Gate, It is readily uspparvent that Bldy. Bo. ¥ and 8 formed an
importani part of the 1858 historiesl scene ai the time of the John Brown
Bafd. It is therefors recommended that both Hidgs. Bo. § and 8 be restored

to theiy 1850 exterior appeavance. In the cese of Bldy. 8, the structure
supt largely be reconstructed above the flrast floor,

It is alpo recopmwnded that as sttempt be made to restore the intericrs
of these twe strustures, but rethey if they are io be utilized ss & hranch
musews, thet the interiors be sdapted for this special use,

Sqd) CHARLES W, anrrr
Uharles We Soall

Historian {(Park Supervisory)
Harch 18, 1368

i
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HARPER'S FERHY, Yie, 1883
Original photograph in Hational
Archives Stil) Picture Section,
mmﬁﬁg i1 ﬁg;\ Cle5078,
This photegraph, Harpers Ferry
Hegative Ho. HP-378 ia & blowyp
mads from HR-11,
Threugh the break in the bridye, from right io ieft, may be ssen
Bldgs. los 9, 10, 11 and 13. lote that Bldg. los 10 1s & 2} story struc-
ture and that Zldgs. Ho. 11 and 12 are both three story buildings. Bldus. %;

18, 11 and 12 also all have two shory porches on their fronis on Shenandosh

ol



riginal p
&mhiwa &i;i ﬁmu Mim,
M&@Wﬂg D Cep CR-5079.
This photograph, Harpers Perry
Hegative Bow HE376 is a blowap
made from HPe11l,

ugh the break in the bridge, from right to left, may be seen
Bldgs. lo. 9, 10, 11 and 13, Note that Bldg. No. 10 is @ 24 story struce

ture and that Bldgs. NHe. 11 and 12 ave both three story huildinge. Bldgs. %

10, 11 and 12 also all have two story porches on their fronis on Shenandosh

y A\
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| Haxpoxe Perry ﬁmﬁw Hoo HB=35.
This photograph was probably made in 1880, The fort, armoyy walls and
gates are all in their original location, DBeyond these may be sesn Bldg,
Boe 9 with five windows and one Jdoor in the esst wall. Jote the slate on the
dormer windows. Just to the right of Bldg. ¢ stands Bldg. 8 with three win-
dows visibie in the sast wall, A fourth window, concealed by the Awxmery wall,
was lovated in the basemdpt of Bldg. Jio. 8 on this side.

]
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Hocntive

Photograph made after 1699 floed and before the fort vas removed from
ite oricinal Jocetion in 1882. Bldy. Hoo § may be seen in the resr and just
to the right of the John Brown Fort, BHete the four windows in Bldg. ¥o. 8
i&éﬁi&&#ﬁ? one in the lasement.






Harpers Fercy levative No, HP-4S,

The mge srmory bullding to the left is the Sedih Shop. AL the extreme
right may be geen the John Srown fort in itw original position. Just ic the
right of the fort stands Bldg, § and 8. Jote the twe dormer windows in the
roof of Bldg. Yo« § and alse the window in the top floor of the north wall.
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Haxpers Perry Hegative Mo, Hie113.
Good view of the original windows in the year or norih well of
Bldg, Ho. 9.
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Harpaze Ferry degalive Ho, IByE8,
Hete windowe in year of Bldy. No. 9+ Alse visible ie roof and one
dormer of DEus Bo. 8.
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Harpers Perry legative Ho, HPR-301,

View of “Dittmever’s Urug Stove,” Bldg. le. §, ia 1932, Nete how Bldg.
Ho. § bas been remodelled and Bldg. Ho. & reduced to oo stery. The John
Srown Fort site mariel is alse visible fo the right of Pidg. Ne. U,
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES H30
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Region Five
421 Walnut Street
Philadelphia 6, Pa,

June 9, 1959

H. F. NAT. MON.
RECD.
Memorandum JUN1O 1999
To: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument e

From: Regional Historian

Subject: Research Project No. HF-58, Historic Building Report,
Part II, Historical Data Section, for Bldgs. 9 and 8

When this report is adapted as the Historical Data
Section for the completed Part II, Historic Building Report, on
these structures, the apparent discrepancies between the house
frontage of 29' 2 5/8" (Page 3) and the lot frontage of 27 1/2°
(Page 3) should be noted even if it cannot be explained. 1In
Line 8, Page 10, should not "Wager Lot 9" read 'Wager Lot 5'?

%«w& oM

Frank Barnes
Regional Historian

In duplicate

Copy to:* Director w/copy of Report



H30
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Harpers Ferry National Monument
Harpers Perry, West Virginia

June 11, 1959

Hemorandum
To: Regional Director, Region Five
From: Acting Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument

Subject: Research Project No., HP-58, Historic Building Report, Part
II, Historical Data Section, for Bldgs. Ne. 9 and 8

Historian Charles W. Snell has provided the following answers
to the twe questions raised by Regional Historian Frank Barnes in his
memorandum of June 9 regarding the Historical Building Report, Part II-
Historical Data Section for Bldgs. No. 9 and 8,

1. Apparent discrepancies between the house frontage of
29¢ 2 5/8” (page® and the lot fromtage of 274’ (page 2)
for Bldg. No. 9: The difference in frontage is "explained”
on the 1846 plat on page 5 and at great length in the
"Historic Building Report, Part I, for Bldgs. Ne. 9 and
8," dated January 30, 1958, pp.3 and 4. The original
frontagw of the lot for Bldg. No. 9 was 27¢ feet in 1835
(see 1835 plat, page 2 of Part II). In erecting Bldg.

Ho. 9, Foley inadvertently built over on the adjoining
lot, Wager Lot No. 15-subdivision 3, about onme foot and
eight inches. This error was apparently discovered by

the two owners of the lots in 1846 and was rectified by
an exchange of land on June 6, 1846 (see plat, page § of
Part II), thus giving the owner of Bldg. Ne. 9 full title
to the land on which the structure already stood. Aas
these details had been explained at some length in the
Part I, and had no great bearing on the architectural
history of Bldg. No. 9, Mr. Snell did not repeat the story
in the Part IIo

2. Line 8, page 10 should read Wager Lot Ne. 5% (not Lot
No. 9) as Mr., Barnes Has suggested.

SIGNED

James F. Devenport
Aecting Superintendent

In quadruplet
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