5 IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES TR

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (225"

0N Five e
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE REGION FiVE | INITIAL

Harpers Ferryv National Monument
Harpers Feryy, West Virginia

June 4, 1959

Memorandum N
To: Regional Director, Region Five N3t HIS: i 1
Archeo, L
From: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument -—m.;?;;JJIfik,_ﬁ
e ol
Subject: Research Project No. HF-52, Bldg. No. 7 Y\
W
Historian Snell offers the following remarks in regard to the

cquestions raised in Regional Historian Frank Barnes? memorandum of May 29 ,
concerning the Part II-Historical Data Section for Bldg. No. 7. &)SNAQ

1. The name “White Hall.” We believe that Mr. Barnes is correct @.—f%~53
in assuming that the name “White Hall” was probably based on the s
fact that the exterior of Bldg. No. 7 was colored white. As we 2§ 148
have no proof in documentary sources or pre-Civil War photographs,

however, that the building was white prior to 1861, we therefore

did not make a statement on this point. Architectural #nvestiga-

tion of Bldg. No. 7, however, may well reveal the evidence recquired

to convert this theor¥y into an established fact.

2. The name “”Potomac Street” may be added to the 1840 plat, pages
2 and 3, after the word "alley,” as suggested by Mr. Barnes. The
"3lley” was widened into a street in 1850-51 and renamed “Potomac
or North Cliff Street” in 1852,

3. The word “first” can be inserted in front of the word “four”
in the first line of section 2, page 1, as suggested by Mr. Barnes.

4, In Mr. Snell’s opinion, this study represents a brilliant re-
search job as it brings together a great deal of evidence from
widely scattered sources and the study succeeds in throwing a
great deal of light on the architectural history of this obscure
and minor structure. The discussion of Photograph HF-57, desired
by Mr. Barnes, will be found on page 10 of the report. It remains
for the results of the architectural investigation to determine if
Photograph HF-57, which was made in the 1870’s or early 1880’s,
shows Bldg. No. 7 as it actually appeared before the Civil War.

Gl Jy ot

Frank H. Anderson
Superintendent

In quadruplet



Region Five
421 Walnut Street
Philadelphia 6, Pa.

. May 29, 1959

Memorandum

To: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument
From: Regional Historian
Subjee¢t: Research Project No. HF+32 « Building No. 7

This report is adequate for intlusion im the complete
Part II Historic Structure Report on this building. There might
have been further building detail (better narrative use might
have been made of Photo HP+57, for example), but the architectural
section of the final structure report will presumably go into
detail on this. Could the name “White Hall” have come from the
exterior color of the building as spparent in Photo WF«577 In
the final Historic Structure Report, the map on page 2 should
be emended to indicate that the alley om the east is the later
Potomae Street; additionslly, the word "“first" should probably
precede the word "four™ im the first line of section 2.

Signed

Frank Barnes
Regional Historian

In duplicate

Copy to: Director, w/copy of report
FBarnes/cp

General Vj

Daily
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Memorandum | RANGER ACT'S
To: Regional Director, Region Five
From: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument . . e

Subject: Research Project No. HF-52, Part II, Historical Data
Section, Bldg. No. 7

Enclosed please find three copies of the “Historic

Building Report, Part II, Historical Data Section, Bldg. No.
7, White Hall,” as requested in your note of the memorandum

of May 21, 19589. P 2
- 2 ) -~

Frank H. Anderson
Superintendent

In duplicate

Enclosures



IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES H30 Yy YN
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Harpers Ferry National Monument
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia

April 3, 1959

Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Region Five
From: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument

Subject: Research Project No. HF-52, Bldg. No. 7

Enclosed please find one copy of the #Historic Building
Report, Part II, Historical Data Section, Bldg. No. 7, White Hall,”
dated March 30, 1959, 21 pages, as prepared by Historian Charles
W. Snell, for technical review by Regional Historian Frank Barnes.

%/J/, ZM
Frank H. Anderson

Superintendent

In duplicate



Harpers Ferry Hational Monumeni

Preparad by

Charles W, Snell

Historian {Park Supervisery)
Mayeh 30, 1959

21 Pages

Project Ho, HP-52
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The portion of Wager Let No. 15, subdivision 4, now ecoupied by Bldg,

No. 7 was owned by the Wager family from 1782 to 1837, On Octeber 28, 1837,
sukdivisions 4 and 2 of Lot Ne. 1% were meld to William Anderson. Mr. Ander-
son paid §1,012,50 for Mo, & and $1,610.00 for Ne. 2. The location of these
lots may be seon on the 1846 and 1648 plats that appear on the next twe pages
of thiz report. On November 2, 1847, Anderson sold & portion of subdivision
4 that fronted 24 feet on Potomac or Nerth Cliff Street by about 45 feet in
dopth to Frederick Augustus Roeder for $1,000. On February 13, 1856, Roeder
sold a piece of this preperty that fronted 24 feet on the sireet by 27 feet
deep to the United States for $1,700. The Government acquired this poriien
of the leot in order te widen Potomac Street to a forty foot width, thus creat-
ing beth & wider atreet and & fire lane betwesen the Musket Factory shops sit-
uated on Aymory properiy and the private bujildinge located on the Wager 8ix
Acre Reservation. (See "a™ on 1855 plat in Appendix I of this report.)

Br. Roeder and his heirs retained title to the remaining plece of the

i
lot from 1856 to 1874,

The four subdivisions ¢f Lot Ho, 15 were the site of the "Harpers Ferry
Hotel”™ from 1803 until March 31, 1838, Subdivision 4 probably contained kitchens
and other outbuildings for the service of the main structure, This spacious

1. For a detailed and documented study of the ownership of this leot, see
Snell, Charles W,, "Historie Building Report, Part I, for Bldg. Ne. 7,” dated
October 1, 1957, revised January 29, 1908, pp.l-4. For the story of the widen-
ing of Potomac Street, see Sullivan, Arthur L., "History of Wager lots Ne.

17 to 34, 1782-1869,” dated Februvary 18, 1958, pp.21-27. Alsc Srell, C. W.,
"Historical Study of Wager let He. 13, 1837-1886,” dated September 25, 1958,
Ped, 18-20.
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old frame structure was srecied by the Wager f&ﬂéy in 1863 and was leasged
by them over the years to various tavern keeperas.

On October 28, 1837, the old "Harpers Ferry Hetel” and lot was divided
among three different owners, Lot He, 1§, nbdiﬁaiam 2 and 4, were purchased
by William Anderson, subdivision Ne. 1 by Mrs. Ann €. Stephenson, and subdi-
vision 3 by Philip Coons. 7The old hotel kullding iteelf had been leassd by
the Jefferson County Court to Mys, Isabells Pltzsimsmons from April 1, 1837,

3
te March 31, 1838, Thus the three new owners were unable to touvh the old
strueture until the lesse expired., Thig fact, hewever, did net hinder them
from making plans for comstructing new buildings on thelir recently acquired
property.

Thus in November, 1837, William Anderson and his brother, Samuel B, An-
derson, and Dr, Geoxge B. Btephenson, the oldest son of Hys. Ann C, Stephen~
son, jointly advertised;

We & S. B. Anderson and George B. Stephéenson will receive preposals un-
11l the 18th of Dec, 1837, for the building of twe brick houses, each 30 by
40 feet, three stories high, with oellars of stone (These would he Bldgs, Ne,
11 and 1§). Alse twe stone houses, each 24 by 40 feet, with cellars, ome of
them to be one {Bldg. lo, 7), and the other two stories high (Bldg, No,. 18) -
all to¢ be covered with slate, To be commenced on the lat of April next [1838),

and Pinished by the lst of December following. & plan of each building may be
seexn at the store of W, & 8. B. Anderson (which was then located on Wager Lot

2: For detailed history of Harpers Ferry Hotel, 1803-1838, see 3nell, C. V,,
"Historie Building Report, Part I, for Bldgs. No. 10 and 104, the John C.
Unseld Bulldinge,” dated May 28, 1958, pp.7=-1l.

3. m, P18,



No. 51, at the corner of Hich and Shenandosh Streetg). The propesition for
sach bulilding to be made separately, and may be made for Mason work and the
Jolner?s work separately or together, for each building. Cash will be fur-
nished at any time for the purchase of material if desired,” 4
Pldy. ¥No. 7, like Bldgs. No. 11, 12 and 16, was undoubtedly completed
&

in 1838, The new house was & one story stone huilding withuacesllar and slate
roof that fronted 24 fwet on Potomac Btyeet and was 40 feet deep. Bldg, Km

7 was designed for use ss a warehouse, The ground plan of the building m

e seen on the 1846 and 1848 plats on pages 2 and 3 of this report,

In Novenber, 1847, Prederick A. Koeder purchased ¥certain ware house
property, including the ground the said warehouse stands upon, the said ground
or lot being twenty-fouy feet wide and forly feet leny, ... including any per-
tion or sirip of ground which may lie between the end of said warshouse and
the alley (Potomac Streefd...” from William Anderson for $1 ,&%.s As will
be proven by the evidence thut follows, the original front of Bldg, YNo, 7
must have been located approximately five feel from the edge of the old al-
ley or Potomar Street, making the actual original tetal depth of the let in

1847 about 45 feet. It also appsars that between 1647 and 1852 Mr. Roeder

4« Vire Fin s, Hovember 16, 1837, p.3, c.d4s For location of the
Anderson mﬂ m 1&3‘?, ses Snell, C. W,, "Historic Building Site Survey Report
for the Neoah H. Swayne Lot, Vager lLet No. 51,” dated July 24, 1958, pp.4-8,

S5 Vo direct evidence has been found on when Bldg. e, 7 was completed, pro-
bably beceuse as it was a warshouwe, there would be no reason te rent {t. It
has been established that Bldgs. Ne. 11, 12 and 15 were all completed in 1838;
there is, therefere, no reason to doubt that Bldg. No. 7 was not completed aoe
cording te schedule,

Gs Deed of B, & 8., Anderson to Roeder, Nevember 2, 1847, Deed Book 28, p.240,

oo o



added a second stone story teo Bidg. Ne. 7+ Thiz information is revealed in
& letter of Superintendent Benjamin MHuger to Henry L. Craig, of the Ordnance
CEfice, written in 1882, Col. Huger stated:

"y, Ko F. Rooder (Bia) who owne part of Lot No, 15 {on Map)-which extends
to within 15 fest of Jamory wall offers to out off 21 feet of the kuilding
(B1dy, No. 1) & remove it, & give the U, States a fee simple of that portien
of the lot po that the road can ke widened to 40 feet for $1700. The sisze
of this part of the lot (That is, the part needed by the U, 8) is only 2¢
% 8% feet.~ & It oute off 21 feet of the two story stone hullding now on it.
As thie is the main part of the uilding he considers £¢ worth at least §1,000
to yeplace 1t.." 7

The final alterations to Bldg, No. 7 cocurred in 1858, when Koeder sold
the United States Yihe entire front of said lot on maid Alley of Twenty four
feet, together with so much of the building thereon ss ovoupied the said aref...
and convey twenty-five feel in depth of the whole Iront...now swned and co-

8

cupled by the said Boeder as a warchouse...” for §1,700, 7The frent two siory
portion of Bldg. No. 7, measuring 24 by 20 feet in sise was thus remeoved, and
the rear stone portien, two steries high, m;ﬁxi;w 24 feet by 20 feet, with
a slate roef and a vellar, was left standing. The firet Floor plan of Bldg.
HBo. 7, furnished through the courtesy of Architect Archie Franwsen, may be
seen on the following page and bears out the desoription given above of alier-
ationg sade te the structure in 183566. The Perris-Sanborn Map of Harpers Perry,
dated November, 1894, ales indicates that the frame poreh shown on the modern
floor plan was added to Bldy. Ne. 7 after 1894,
7+« Huger to Craig, July 17, 1852, Reel 326, V.4, p.351, The present depth
of Bldg, No. 7 is 20 feet.
8, Deed of B, & 8., Roeder to U. 38,, Feluvary 13, 1856, Beed Book 35, pp.298.
300.

| det
9. Photograph HP-378 made in 1858,
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Bldg. No, 7 was ezected by William Anderson in 1836-39, The struciure
was desi¢ned and ntilised as a warshouse for the store ia Bldg, Ne. 11 from
1839 teo lM?.m Bldg. Yo. 7 was purchased by Frederieck A Roeder in 1847 and
enlarged into a two story etone houss, 24 feet by 40 feet in size, In the
period of 1847 to 1856, it was used as both a tavern and then as & dwelling
and warchouse, This information is te be found in the fg‘ilmm excerpt from
& letter.of Superintendent Henyy W. Clowe te Col, H, X, Cralg, Chisf of Ure
dnance, in 18854

¥ essihe Estimate of $1700 was io buy out Reeder alone, and the improve-
ments on his plece of 25 feet in depth consismts of a twe story stone bouse,

- oeoupied now ag & Dwelling and Wu,‘ and formexly as & Dringking house,
known a# the "Shite Hall, .o i1
¥o.record of use for the 1856-1861 period has been found, Bldg. Ne, 7, how
sver, was probably used either as s warchouse or & tavern, the latter use
porhaps being more llkely, as the original drinking house nawe, *White Hall,”
is mentioned in the deved for the sale of the property in 1874, thus indiocat-
ing that this title had a long period of use in connection with Bldg. ¥o. ?.:H

Frederick A, Roeder, the owney of Bldes. 5, 7, and 16, was 50 years old
in 1860; he had been bern in Savony, Gemmany, and was a mfmﬁwr.m

10, Deed of Trust, September 26, 1845, lsreal Rusgell te Issac Fouke, Deed
Book 27, pp.408-404, mentions this use, Alse 1846 plat, page I of this re~
port. Deed of By & 5,, Anderson to Roeder, llovember 2, 1847, Deed Book 39,
P840,

11, Clows to Craig, July 24, 1885, Reel 25, V.8, p.748. Alse Deed of B, & 8,,
Roeder to U, 8., Pebruary 13, 1858, Deed Bock 35, pp.299-300. This deed des-
eribes the building as a “warechouse,”

12, Deed of B. & 8,, May 12, 1874, Desd Book B, pp.l83154,

ids Census of 1860, Reel 10, Y.!, Pe170,

e o



Judging by the Census of 1850, it is probeble that ithe following family
was living on the second floor of Bldg, No. 7 during the 1859-81 peried:

#Catherine Pitspatrick, 52 years old, female, Born in Ireland,
John Fitspatrick, 27, male, Stene Cutter, il il
Ellan el 1?‘ fml‘.’ o - -
14

e historical plans of Bldg. Ne. 7 have beon found and 1t is highly unlikely
that any will evey be localed., Measured drawings of the milding have not as

Photographs showing Bldg. Ne. 7 will be found in the fellewing reports:
1, 18891692 view, HE-57, in Snell, Charles W,., "Histeric Building Repert,
Part I, for Bldy. Wo. 7,” revised Janvary 28, 1958, page 1l. Excellent close
up view of front of Bldg. No. 7, showlng location of original deoosrways and
windows, One window on first floer et right, door to first fleor ia center,
and door leading to secend fleor at lefi froat of structure, S&late roof, ete,
2« 1896 photogrgh, HIN96, in Sullivan, Arthur L., "History of Wager Lets
17 to 34, 1783-1889," page 90, Excellent view of roof and frent of Bldg,
Fe. 7, 811 related frame siructurss shown op 1i64 map.

Slx more photographs of Bldg. Ne. 7 will be found im Appendix IT of this

Tuporis

This lot was owned by the Wager family from 1782 to 1837, In October,
14-:1 Census of 1"9' Heul lﬁ, V:i, w:lﬁi‘“z&s:

o}l



1837, subdivisien 4 of Lot Ho. 18 was purchased by William Anderson for $1,012,50,
in Hovenber, 1847, Anderson sold 4 portion of this lot, measuring 24 feet by
about 45 feet in sime, and Bldg. Ne. 7, to Frederiek A, Roeder for $1,000,

in Pebruary, 1856, Hr, Roeder sold & 24 by 20 fool plece of this let te the
United States for $1,700. Roeder and his heirs retained title to the remaine

dar of the property until 1874, ERoeder alse owned Bldys, No. § and 186 during

the 1859-65 peried,

The oldest portien of Bldy, No. 7 was venstructed by Williams Andersen
in 1838-39, The house was one story high, milt of stene, with a cellar,
and had a slate roof, The building was 24 feet by 40 feel in sise and was
intended to be used as a warehouse, Between 1847 and 1802 Irederick Hoeder
scdded & second story te the eriginal pertien of the building. The first fleor
was used }mt}i a8 & tavern and & ware hovse during this period and the second
fleer was utilised as & dwelling,

in Pebruary, 1638, ¥osder sold the portion of his lot and house that fronied
24 foet on Polomac Sireet by 85 feet in depth to the United States. The front
poertion of Bldg. Ne. 7, 24 Ly about 20 feet, was demplished in order to widen
Potomae Hireet to & 40 foot widih. The remeindex of Bldg. No. 7 was retained.
Thus during the 1856-1865 wriadz Bldy, No. 7 waz a two story stoae bullding
with slate roof and a cellayr, The dimensions of the house were 24 hy 20 feet,
The first floor was designed for use as & shop or warehouse and the upper floors
contained living quarters. A deor at the lefi frent of the building led to
the second floor and a door in the denter led iate the first fleer,

«lle



1o 183918471 Villiam Andersen’s warchouse for serxvice of the store located

2«

du

18471058

1856-1861s

in Bldg. No. 11,

Used as drinking house known as "White Hull”™ and dwelling;
alsc as varehouse and dwelling.

Yo definite record of use, but still probably utilised as
tavern or warehouse, and dwelling house. Upper pertions
prebably the residence of Jobn Plispatriek, a stoane wutter,
in 1808-81 peried,

(Sgd) CHARLES W. SNELL

Charles V. Snell
Mistorian {Park Supeyvisory)
Haroh 30, 1869



1858 mheteh showing land Lo be asxuired fyom Prederick A, Reeder by the
United Stetess Superintendeat Henry W, Clowe te Col. H, K. Craly, Ordnance
Office, Jaly 12, 1885, Reel 35, V., pp.S70-580. Map Ne. &7, Mep Casms,
Irawer No. 3.

2" i site of Bldg. No. 7.
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Hurpoys Ferry legative No. P58,
In the Armexy or Musket Pactory Yard stands the John Brown fert or sugine

house, To the right of this structure muy be seen & portion of the Armory
Cffiee Building, Behind these twe Imildinuys and visible between the Port and
Office Bailding, i3 te be seen Bidg, Ne, 7. Nete the slate roof, Behind
Bldgs 7 is the yoof of Bldg. He. 15 and to the right is the roef «f Bldy. Ne.
16,
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Harpers Ferry Negative No, HR-43,
The large 3¢ story briek building with the Gilbext Brothers sign painted
on Lt, left center, is Bldyg., Hv, 9« To the right of ¥ and below it may ke
sesn the John Brown Forte To the right of the fort and partly concealed by
a laxge pine tree may be sesn the front of Ridg, nos 7 « one window and &

] P






Haypers Peyry Hegutive No, HP-37%,

The John Brewn Fort dadmtiw—for-1s in the foreground and to the right
of it is the eld Armory Cffice Building, Vieible between these twe inildings
is Bldg. No. 7 = "ihite Hall.” To the right of 7, and over the roof of the
effice uilding, may be seen the yoof and front of Bldg, o, Ve






Harpers Teryy Negative Bo, HI-L00.
In the foreground stands the “Pert;* visible over the right ?ar cornexr
€ovts
is the white front and reoof of Bldg, Ho. 75 Te the right of the Hwor s an

axgellent view of the upper floors of Bldy, Ne., S,

w18






BLDGE. NO. 7 KD §
Harpers Perry Negative Ho, NHF-186,
Photograph by Archie W. Pransen, 1858,
Building te left foreground is Bldg. Nes 7, frenting on Potemse Street,
The strueture to the right of 7 is Bldy. Ho. 5.

20
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EDG3, HO. §, 6 and 7, 1N 1985
Haxpers Parry Negative No, NHFE-843,

Left to :‘iqht'.' Eiﬁq; Ho, ?, Bl&]t Ho
8, and Bldg. No. 5 on Polomac Street.
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