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a,(}, ud 11u•c1 bT tiw lat ., ......_, 1o11•• , P1• •t ••• wi. 
cu,9 i-,. • .... at tke llton of w. & ••a ..... ,.... a•• tkie11 lM&tM 
.. V..,. Lit •• $1, at ti.. eff .. , •f •• ud ......._ lt...-.f). '1'M .,..... 
)IIIO.tti• t.r _. 1-114.tav to be_. Nplftt•lY, u4-, 1:,-, _..for ..... 
work aad ~ JeiMra" wrk aepa"'ely, or to.-ti.r. t.r..., bdldiDt• Cull 
will be faratl!Md at uy tJ.• for tlle ,.,._. .. of •t•d.u if ••1n.a.• • 

5 
B14c,. lo. 11 •• GCIIIIP1•tM •M .. _,,,_ ln a.pt..._,• ltSt. The ;i-__. 

plaa ot tit. MMM _,. ba .... oa tM 1N6 ud 11•1 pl•ta on ,_,.. J &ad. 3 

of tlu.1 r..,.,t. n. •ta •• frntecl M fNt • Jd.Qh str..t ud •• tt f"t 

•ioht taae• 1• 4-pth. On ti. ..uth••t r-,. corur •f thit Mis •• -*"cl 
• ... •tftY .tltM ki t._a "9t' • ... ator:, ltoM otllu. TM k1 t ... ,... ll 

f..t lddlt aa.4 lt f•t ln~h n. Mia ir-.. vu blilt of atoe ud ... ti .t.11 .. 

Moll ~ .... •t•ry •to• o.llu. lcitJt. tbl Mill ..... &ad ktteu• WR 

..,..,..s 1d. th .tat•• OIi tlie t'ollewf.ag PflONt lfiU htl fwad • .... ra pln et tu 
fU;#t flMr at Jlldq. lo. 15, hP1--' t~ ti. ooute-., •f lrabit..t hat• 

hu.ua, that ..... tNt •oept f-,r tM .-11 ti.oA of h' ... porck4t•• m.._. lo. 

lS t• .till t» .... •• UC ...,_ u ia 1a41.G&t-.l oa tu lMf-•• .at•• 

ft. rltllt •f -,. nNJ"M4 i,, w11u ... Aa4'er•• ta 1••• al•IIO tlw ••tll ._. 

•f Ble;i .. ••• 11 ta4i.at .. tllat. tllHe tr ... por0:b• ••t MN MtNl .....,_ t• 

tlia •dt:t.al _. .. &.ti.I' VUll• Aa41utoa •let lldo, •• 111• lM&. (hnll 

1• Mt aoiwa. .a hm .. lubora ... of 1114.) 

Ia J&arell. ltt1. Villi• .Aaclu .. dllNrihM Jndo. lo.; 11 u f•llwa, 

-tu !IJOIII t• ef at..M ._ 1• MW, .. , wll fiailthM.. lt• •1• ia a, x t0 
, •• t-, atori•• ldi;il,-witk. ~d kitoun &tu-.d ••• • a 

•• ,ADa~UJ hflabar lt. 1117 • p.3, o.•, For 1.-tioa •f t» 
~r•a nor• , aM ••11; C. v., -Bi.atodc •n.dift9 tit• •i-...,. 
...,_rt for tM .. ._ a. e.y•• i..t, w.q..r Let ... 11.• •t• hly 1,., lHI,. 
sip_....&. 

s.· .__ ~,., 
e. Tirqta.ia h .. Pn••, Karah ~. 11,1, p.l, e.,, ~-

-a-· 
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Sanborn-Perris Map 
of Harpers Ferry 

November 1894. / 
Scale& 50 feet gone in~h ~ 
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Bas-.. r• hrl'Y ••.,.tiff lo. BP-ts. 

Blok ftff•t tun• llP tke Wll ta tJw o•ater. 

0a tlw rio).t 1ide et tlle atr .. t are to bt .... BJ.dq. lo. 12. 

at the oor••r of 119' aad a. ... adMh Str .. t•• then prOOHdia.g 11p tlle 

llill, Bldo•• h. ltA, 11, 1•. 16 •atl 11. 





Ba•a »o.My fer 131 000. l• lht » •l• Nld. llr,. »owa.,-.··tlw r-.i».inq ,.,_ 

tioa of ledinn ... for lieo. • •• i.w..,- r•tai•d titl• to thi• proptrty 

froa 11.a uui i..r .. t1' in 1156 e1i4 ._ .. Mir• did .. t wl tu lot •Dd i.ca. .. 

U.Atil ltf8it 

•• 
Bldr. lo. li •• :Wilt by Willi• hd9rl!OR in 1,st,..1tit. Tll:e Min •• 

....,. Ji noriN W.p. wilt of atOM ONr • o" nory •toae a.llu. ud had• 

alat• roof" !hft •• fl'ftt-1 t• f"t ea Jlivh Str .. t Md -.. tG fe•t 8 l•ohff 

dNp. Att&GM<l to ti. ..,th-..t oorner of t]le Min lw:N• •• • oa• ad • 

half atory .-tou kt tcbaa with • al•t• roof. 'l'h• ti tohesl •• 15 fMt vtde 

ud 16 f•t l•iiq. I• 18.$9 th• ..,. .. pi--.blbly oonta.inM fou rooru ia Uw 

hu...,nt or •llar. tw of whiek Nd fireplao.a. nw flocir of the .ce. .... nt 

•• briok. Oil t.he ti.ret fl"r wr• thr .. ,..._., two of tlt.e" ba4 fir-.p1..-•• 

One of tlMra• tllAt f.r•t roa. ll by ll f .. t in atM,, •• _. oT•r iato • •tore 

or shop rooa la lUl. Ia the rMr of ta store ti-.r• wr• two -.ll•r r0011t 

tut Md bMa •l'MtlMl by d1TidiAC1 thet n-tqtna.l luq,e teu rooa by ..... of 

• partiti•a wall in 1•••· 

Oil th• ffOH« floor wr• ffl/l&r •r• rooaa di'ri<»d. by a "atr&l ~•NV.,. 
w;r • Two of tblfM r.,.. Md. firepla.oe•• TM third fleor or Qarffl eo.tained 

two aora J'O<lall• ti..• •Jdaq • to.tal of 1$ ,.._. ill the •1• ••. Tk• ki tohen 

an4 putry Wff• le at-4. 1• tM li lft•ry •toM wiStq. 

c. 
1. &lpt_..r, llS......,.oll 111 lUl& T&ffm of 1 .... If. Bayaaa. 

2. 1••1 ... ,1, hat.t in i,.rt by lobert hl•1t1 all4 tllrN •ther fMili••• 

s. MQ'lat. lt4S-llt#a Yariety ad fuc,y ,tor• of Haary 'f. AMN'#a. 





IN REPLY REFER TO: 

..., use If ·7, ), tr -UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Harpers Perry National Monument 
Harpers Perry, West Virginia 

~, REGiiJN FIVE !,',iW,l I 
; t; 3 - :~)C,9 

1 ~'.l~ ! 

Fi ~f ~;~;,;:;~ ~:J April 1, 1959 

MeIOOrandum ~-~w-~-.------{ 
1~----·----

To: Regional Director, Region Five 

From: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument 

Subject: Research Project No. HF-54, Bldg. No. 15 

Enclosed please find one copy of the "Historic Buildin 
Report, Part II, Historical Data Section, for Bldg. No. 15, the 
Susan Downey House,• dated March 27, 1959, 15 pages, as prepared 
by Historian Charles W. Snell. This is being sul:mitted for 
technical review by Regional Historian Frank Barnes. 

In duplicate 

Frank H. Anderson 
Superintendent 





IN REPLY REFER TO: 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

H3Q 
·. ,. ". ··:.,:;_..._;....-

Memorandum 

Harpers Ferry National Monument 
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia 

May .25, 1959 

To: Regional Director, Region Five 

From: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument 

REG10N FIVE 

Subject: Research Project No. HF-54, Part II-Historical Data 
Section, for Bldg. No. 15 

Enclosed please find three copies of the "'Historic 
Building Report, Part II, Historical Data Section, for Bldg. 
No. 15, The Busan Downey House," as requested in your note 
of the memorandum of May 21, 1959. 

In duplicate 

Enclosures 

Frank H. Anderson 
Superintendent 
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l-nited Stares Department of the Interior 
:\'.-\ TIO:\".-\L ?.-\RK SER '-:ICE 

:---;:..?-;::;/7,""',("'• "'"'r\ 
-·..,;-l-.,1\ 1 11,,,.,V-._1·...,1 

.. ' ,: er:-: o ran a u::: 

H.:..r?e:-s Fe:·:~: Ce:,:e:-

H.-\RPERS FEP,r~ Y. \':EST \-IRGI:\"I...\ 25~:-, 

September 10, 1985 

:o: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park 

Fron: Chief, Division of Conservation 

Subject: Treatment Reports 

Enclosed are treatment reports on objects in your collections that 
we have treated and are returning, either individually, or as part 
of a muse~m exhibit. Because treatment reports summarize what we 
did to an object, we recommend you keep the report in the object's 
accessio~ folder. We also recommend you make an abbreviated entry 
on the object's catalog card describing where the object was treated, 
b y ,,,., h o m , a n d 1•1 h e n . .A. s a m p 1 e e n t r y m i g h t r e a d : 11 t r e a t e d l l / 7 9 a t H F C 
by Sue MJnro." 

~e keep ~ore detailed treatment reports at Harpers Ferry that we'd be 
happy to senc if you give us a call. 

~~ 
Enclosure(s) 

,.. r- • 
'- --

Regiona1 Curator 

Job Number 11437 



Job #11437 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

DIVISION OF CONSERVATION 
HARPERS FERRY CENTER 

PAINTINGS LABORATORY 

Park: HAFE-BUILDING #15 

Artist: Civil War Soldier 
Title: Wa 11 Inscription 
Park Catalog No.: 

CONDITION: 

OBJECT TREATNENT REPORT 

HFC ACCESS ION No.: 
Treated at Park 

Conservator: CARTER/ 
Werner 

Date Completed: 8/14/85 
Total lab hours: 
Dimensions: 

On the wall opposite the fireplace the painted name and company of 
a Civil War soldier had been partially uncovered. The black paint of the 
inscription was in fair to poor condition. Some paint was already missing 
when it was first painted over and the subsequent removal of paint layers 
caused some further damage. 

TREATMENT: 

We used a commercial paint remover to remove the paint from around and 
over the letters. Areas of loss were inpainted with dry pigment and PVA-AYAB 
with xylene a shade lighter than the original paint. The inscription reads: 

11 W. H. Shuster C%N 
Phil a. 
Fi re 
Zouaves" 

We applied wall paint immediately around the letters of the inscription. 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
Before: 
Before Inpainting: X 
After: 







('.;o 1:'\istoric.:i.l picture sho1tii'i.ng this buildit'l.(; is y~ o.ve.ilabla) 

Dttildi~ ao,. 14, erected in 1857; Building No .. lJ(since removed 'rJy N .. P.s. 

bu.t the r;ito of n 1S59•65 i3tructure), Puilding :-Jo. 12-A and part of fuilding 12 v.i.sible 
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Hed area indicates pro,erty purchased by Downey from 
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&r,psrt Fetty l~tift he ~. 
~ ;. , • • '• ' I• , ' 

this photograph_. prob&bly made t~ 18850 . ~· to.rt, ~rt wall• and 
f ' • ... " 

gates are all !'A t.hAit orig!Ml loot.U.cn. ~.nd 1:MN l!!AY bl ~ .Bld(h 

~lll 9 m th ti ,-e windows and one door in thii ea:rt wall. ?k>t• thEt ala.t• on the 

dot:mer windowa, Ju•t t<> the d,qht of Bldg, t atand.lJ Bldg. a With three -win,. 

dowa via!ble in tM .ffst \fi'Allt A· fourth window-, ~ed. by the ~ 'W4111 

W4B l~cated in the ~t of .Bldg. lo. 8 cm thtt ~de •. 
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SUMMARY: 

CHAIN OF TITLE FOR WAGEP. LOT NO. 16., Blrling No. 1.6 and S 

1. April 25,1751 to October 15, 178?: Robert HRrper. 

? • October 15, 1782 to October 10, 1835: John Wager, Sr,. and Jr • ., 

and heirs of John Wager, Jr., (1813-1835). 

3. October 10,1835 to - September 13,184 7: Noah H,. and Sarah Ann 

Swayne,. 

L. 5eptember 13,1847 to January 3, 188l: Frederick A. Roeder and 

heirs, for$ 1,166.66., Part of Lot fronting 

32 feet on Potomac Street and 25 feet deep, sold 
to U ,.S. Government for $ 237 on June 6, 19L8 • 

5. January 3,1881 to October ?lf,1951: Brigdet Burly[or Burleigh] 

and heirs, Bldgs. 5 and 16 on Lot 16, for$ 1,000. 

6. October ?4, 1951 to December 12, 1952: Mary i:elores Burleigh, 

7. Dec.ember 12, 1952 to December 19, 1953: State of 1:Jest Virgini"'l, 

Bldg. 5, for about$ 200 and Bldg. No. 16 for about 

$ 5,800. 

8. December 19,1953 to date: United States Government, National Park, 
Service •. 



SUMHARY: l store- Bldg. No. 5- Potomac Street 

CHAIN OF TITLE FOR WAGEP. LOT NO. 16, Blding No. ;r; 

1. April ?5,1751 to October 15, 178?: Robert H;=ir:e_er. 

?,. October 15.1 1782 to October 10., 1835: John vfager, Sr., and Jr., 

and heirs of John Wager, Jr.,(1813-1835). 

3. October 10,1835 to - September 13,18l..i7: Noah H., and Sarah Ann 

Swayne., 

L. September 13,1847 to Ja nuary 3, 1~81: Frederick A ... Roeder and 

heirs, for$ 1,166.66.,. Part of Lot fronting 

32 feet on Potow~c Street and 25 feet deep, sold 

to U.S., Government for$ ?37 on June 6,1948., 

5. January 3,1881 to October ?l.~,19.51: Brigdet Burly[or Burleigh] 

and heirs, Bldgs. 5 and 16 on Lot 16, for$ 1,000. 

6. October ?_4, 1951 to December 12, 195?: Mary ,},lores Burleigh, 

7. Dec:ember 12, 1952 to December 19, 19.53: State of West Virginia., 

Bldg. 5, for about$ 200 and Bldg. No. 16 for about 

$ 5,800. 

8. December 19, 19.53 to date: United States Government, National Park , 
Service •. 
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