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s HISTORICAL DATA SECTION

1. OWHERSHIP OF THE LAND, 1782-1952

% Wagsr Lot ko. 15, subdivision 1, the present site of Bldg. No. 14, was

l.a-g(-u-w_ X

pwncd by the Wager family from 1782 until 1837. On October 2§, 1837, the
lot was sold to Mrs. Ann C. Stephenson, who retained title to the property
?ptil 1357. On Octcker 12, 1857, Mra. Stephenson sold a small portion of
Jot No. 15, susdivision 1, to Alfred Burton for $100. Burton’s property was
%9cated at the northwest corner of Stephenson’s lot, and wai 12 feet wide
gﬁ High Strxest, 13 feet wide at the rear, and 21 feet deep., The location
;} Burton’s lot may be seen by glancing at the 1848 plat which appears on
ihe following page of this report, .ﬁx. Burton and his heirs retained title
tq this properity until it was purchased by the State of West Virginid for

tnclusion in Harpers Ferry National Monument.

Q, CONSTRUCTION OF BLDG, NO. 14

f Alfred Durton constructed Bldg. No. 14 in 1858 and the shop was opened
b 2
for business in November, 1858, as a jewelxy store. Burton’s new building

Was & ona2 story frame structure that fronted 11 feet 10 inches on High Street

qu vias 20 feet five inoches in depth. The building was mounted on a low brick
3
fgunuation to bring the structure up to street level, Bldg. No, 14 may also

bgcuecn on the 1894 Perris Sanborn Map of Haxpers Ferry which appears on page
lk
3.0t thls report.

3

1
1, Por a detailed and documented study of the ownership of Burton’s Lot,
#e¢ Snell, Charles W,, “Historic Building Report, Part I, for Bldg. No. 14,
T?g Burton Building,” dated Octeober 9, 1957, revised Pebruary 3, 1958, pp.l-3.

2, Virginia Free Press, November 11, 1858, p.3, c.3.

3 ' Prawing No. MM-HF-3060, “8ldy., No. 14-The Old Jewelxry Store.,” Two sheets,
dy*ed August 37, 1956; Also Photographs HF=-370 and HF-371.
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8. USE OF BLDG, HO, 14, 1858-18861

© Bldg. No., 14 was completed in 1858 and in November of that year william
L

\ggrton anaounced that he had opened “a full assortment of kWatches & Jewslry.?

: 4 5
Repairing was also done. Bldg. No. 14 was thus used from 185% to 1861 and

}ng after the Clvil Var as a jJewelry store, In 1860 Alfred Burton was 33

§9ars ¢ld; he had been bora in Rhode Island, and his trade was that of a
:

watchnuker,

{'!

4+ IISTORIGAL PLANS OF THE BUILDING

No historical plans of Bldg. No. 14 have baern found and it is highly un-
likely that any will ever be located. Formudera measured drawings see Drawe
ing Lo, MM-HE-3C60, “Bldg. No, 14~The Old Jewelry Store,” two sheets, dated
Appugt 27, 18%¢,

$, HISTORICIL PHOTOGRAPHS

W
1

iz Early photographs showing Bldg. No. 14 will bs found in the following
x%?orts:

l;é 1895 photograph, HP-98, in Snell, Charles V., “Historic Building Site
Sﬁxvey kuport for Bldg. No. 3, Wager Lot No. §3,” dated July 29, 1958, page
1?; View of roof and High Street front of Bldg. Ho. 14.

2, 1896 'photogmph HF-96, in Sullivan, Arthur L., “History of Wager Lots
ﬁo, 17 to 34, 1782-1869,” dated February 18, 1909, page 80, View of rear

and roof of Bldy. No. 14.

4:9 Virginia Frec Press, November 11, 1858, p.3, c¢.3. Hotlce dated Hovember ¢

S. Deed of Trust, March 23, 1860, Alfred Burton to Clagett & Yantis, Deed
Bq?k 39, pp.l66-167, puts in trust Bldg., No., 14 and lot.

G.i;Burton {5 missing from the 1860 Census sc the above information has been
dypws from the Census of 1870, Reel 10, V.3, p.248.
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3, 1955 view of front of Bldg. No. 14, see Snell, C. W., "Historic Eldg.
RéPort, Part I, for Bldg., Ho., 14,* page 8,

»4;i 1958 view of front of Bldg. No. 14, showiny relationship of Bligs. o,
lé, 124, 13, and 14, 15 and 16, see¢ Snell, C. W., "Historic Building Report,
Péyt I, for Bldg. No. 15, The Downey Building,” dated October 7, 1957, revised
Jéxpuar-,- 30, 1958, page 12,

: Turse cther early photographs will be found in fppendix I of this report,

SO RY OF HNISTORICAL DATA

§
3
Gy

A. Owners.ip of the Land, 1782-1952

; Alfrec Burton purchased the lot for Bldg. Ho. 14 from Mrs., Ann C.
Sé.phensen for %100 in October, 1857. The lot fronted 12 feet on High Street,
w;n 21 feet deep and 13 feet wide at the rear, Durton and his heirs retained
t#glc to this property until the 19307s,

B. Construction of Bldg. No. 14

Bldy. Ho. 14 was erected in 1858 by Alfred Burton as a jewelry store.

R

Tﬁé shop was a one story frame structure mounted on & low Lrick foundation,
The ruilding frented 11 feet 10 inches on High Street anc was 20 feer § inches
deep and contaiied one room.

H

€. Use of Bldy. No. 14, 1858-1865

¢

The structure was used as the jewelry store of Alfred BDurton from 1858
td'the Civil war and then as the same after that war.

(Sgd) CHRLLES W. CIELL

%,
b Charles W, Snell
i Histerian (Park Supervizory)

April 8, 1953
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ALFRED BURTON’S JLWELRY STURE
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Harpers Ferry Negative Ho, 1F-371,
Donated by Leona S. “artin and
Alfred Sponseller, Md,

Howard Burten, son of Alfred Burton, standing

in doorway of Bldg. No. 14. Photograph probably made about 1385,
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101’8 JEWELRY STORE
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ALTRED BUL
Sponseller, Md,

<
Photograph probably taken about 1850,

fdoward Burton, son of Alfred Burton standing in

Harpers Ferry Negative No, HE-370.

Donated by Leona S, Martin

Alfred
. EO. 14,
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Harpers Terry hegative No. HF-369a.
; Donated by Leona S. Hartin and
: Elfred Sponseller, id,
: Photograph of Alfred Surton, Jeweler
: aai proprietor of Bldg. No. 14.
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