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J HISTORICAL DATA SECTION 

l-a ,CWtlERSHIP OF THE LAfW, 1782-195~ 
f 
t\ Wager Lot lfo. 15, subdivision 1, the present site of Bldg. No. 14, was 
{. 

·pJ-med by the liagar family from 1782 until 18~7. On October 26, 1837, the 

lfJt '-1-ias .eold to Mrs. Ann c. Stepheneon, who retained title to the property 

u~til 1357. On Oct0ber 12, 1857, Mrs. Stephenson sold a $Uall portion of 
}.!/'. 

~t No. 15, au.:odivision l, to Alfred Burton for taoo. Burton's property was 

f~cat6d at the northwest corner of Stephenaon'$ lot, and was 12 feet Wide 
l 

~ High Str"'et, 13 feet wide a.t the rear, and 21 feet deep. The location 

~f Burton's lot may be seen by glancing at the 1848 plat which appears on 
' lho followin-1 page of this report. ~. Burton a.nd his heirs retained title 

l<il thii:; pnip.;:rty until it was purchased by the State of West Virginia for 

t11clusion in Harpers Ferry National Monument. 
l:' 

~--' qoNSTI?UCTirnl OF BLDq. NO. li 
l. 

t 
' Alfred Durton conatructed Bldg. No. 14 in 1858 and the shop WdB opened 

2 
for business in November, 1858, as a. jewelry store. Burton's new .building 

~a a ona story frame structure that fronted 11 feet 10 inches on High Street 

'f1' \,as 20 feet five inohe& in depth. 
;.,, 

The building was mounted on~ low briok 
3 

fr,,undat.ion to bring the structure up to street level. Bldg. No. 14 may aho 
: ,\ 

~Jd.Seen on the 1894 Perris Sa.nb::)rn Map of Harpers Ferry which appears on page 
!i'. 

~.pi thi$ r~port. 

t t1 
1;; For a dotctiled and documented study of the ownerBhip of Burton's Lot, 
8" Snell, Charles W., "Historic Building Report, Part I, for Bldg. No. 14, 
~ Burton Building," dated October 9, 1957, revised February 3, 1958, pp.1-3. 

i,: Yirqi11ia Free Press, Hovember 11, 1858, p.3, c.3. 

3/· Drawing No. NM-HP-3060, ''Bldg, No. 14-The Old Jewelry Store." 
1}ed August 27 1 1956; Also Photographs HF-370 a.nd IIB-371. 
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.,. (,!SE Of BLDG. HO. 14, 1858-1861 

Bldg. No. 14 war; coru;pleted in 1858 and in Novembo:c of that yea.r l~illiam 

,~:rton an,1ou:iced that h\ had opened "a full assorlm€nt of v~a.tcnet.1 &. J-.;w;lry." 

i,t~iring was also done. Bldq. No. 14 was thus used from lti58 t.:, 1861 a..'1d 
' 
}Qug affox the Civil 1·/i:1.r as a j e·.telry store. In 1860 Alfred B>.irton was 3;, 
~ 

ff.:s.IS e,ld; },ci:; had lx:en born in Rhode Island, dI\d his trade was that of ci 

- £ 
;.tc~er, 
•. 
t' 
' •~ IIIW'ORl,illU. PlJl.llS OF THE BUILDING 

No hit.;torical plans of Bldg. No. 14 have bacJr, found and it i.f:l highly un­

Ul:c;ly that ctny will ever ~ loca.ted. For .lll0lc:rn Iu,;;ao7J.re<l d.rawingti see Draw­

~ No. NM-Tfr!-3C60, 6'13ldg. No, 14-The Old J~welry Store," tw~ flheets, dated 

5, liIS'l'f)IUCI.L PH01'0SlMPHS 
r.-· 

:r; i 
t · Early photo-,;;.rctph1;1 ,;hov.ing Bld.g. No. 14 will oo fou.ad in the following 
t°' 

r,r°rts: 
1/ 1895 phvt.:oqraph, HF-99, in Snell., Charles W., "Hiatori_c Building Site 

Bldg. No. 3, Wager Lot No. 53, 0 dated July 29 1 1958. page: 

Vh,, of rouf and High Street front of Bldg. No. 14. 

2,·· 1896 photo,,.'U"aph, HF-96, in Sulliva.n1 Arthur L., *History of wa.ger Lot~ ., . 
4') 
f'. 

~-~ 17 to 34, 1782-1869,'' dated February 18, 19~9, piige SO. 
<d 

AACl roof of Bldg. No. 14. 

View of rcli.r 

4t' Yirg-inid Pre.:: P;re~s, November 11, 1858, p.3, c.3. Notice d.:l.ted lfovember 4, 
18~8. 

tf 
5,{· Deed of Trust, Mdrch 23, 1360, Alfred Burton to Clagett & Yantis, Deed 
Bgp.~ 39, w.166-167, puta in trust Bldg. No. 14 and lot. 

o.'.: Burton i;.; ruiss.i.ng· from the 1860 Census BO the abov-e information has bi:.en 
d.i-~.L from the Census of 1870, Reel 10, V.3 1 p.248. 
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31 1955 vi(:'., of frortt of Bldg. No. 14, sae Sn~ll, C. ~·J., nHistoric Eld\J. 

Rfl)Ort, Part I, for Bldg. No. 14," page 8, 
Jr 

· °'f.. l:;1~5 vie•.,; of front of Bldg. No. 14, llhowing relationship of Blc.gs. t:o. 

U, 12A, 13., and 14, 15 and 16, $a._. Snell, C. ';i ., 11IIisto:ric Euilclirl<; Heport, 

Pr: 1 1 for l3ldi;. No. )5, The Do'Wney Building," datad Octobc:r 7, 1857, revised 

'1ll.l"Gta: 0L1...,, early photographs will be found in Apµmdix I 01 this r,;1port. 

/ 
61 StJl'.l:::'.ltY 0!.' :iISTORICAL D.;.TA 

A. .f;}::'..a..:,r.s"J.12 of the Land,. 1782-1952 

,'Ufri:~ Burtvn purchased the lot for Bldg. No. 14 f roUt Mr:;. Ann C. 

Stephbn::;o:.:t fvr i100 in October, 1857. ·rhe lot fronted 12 fe~t on High Stret:,t, 

W4• 21 feet deep and 13 fe~t ·,d.de at the rear. B·,utorl and his heirs retained 

t~tl~ to thi~ property until the l950's. 

B, _£or..:it:ruction of Bldg. No. 14 
~. 
i' Bldg. !Jc;. 14 was erected in 1858 by Alfred Burton aa a jewelry store. 
~ .· 

Tl\• shop wa.i;; a 0aa 15tory frame structure mounted on a low bric!~ foundation. 

'l~ buildin,;i fr,:..nt:ed 11 fe<::lt lC inch1;:s on High Str~.,.t a.He. Wd.£.. 20 feet: 5 inchel;l 

deep and coI,ta.iHad one room. 

C. Us.a of Blg,_;_. No. 141 1858-186,§ 
} . 
I . 

,. '.i'h.,; st:cuctura wali> ueed as the jewelry store of Alfred Burton from 1858 

ta th~ Civil l~ar and then as the saffie after that war. 
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(Sgd) CH.. ".fJ_ES W. Si TLL 

Charles LI'. Snell 
Historian (Park: Superviso.ry) 
April 3, 1959 
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ALFRED BUR1'0N 'S Jfl','ELRY S'lvli:E 

Ha.rpE,rs .Perry .Negati "."e H"o. llF-371. 
Donated by Leona s. L¼z-tin and 
Alfr~d Sponsellert Md. 

Howard Burton, son of Alfre:d Burton, standi::-,<::, 

i I\ cioo·rwa.y of Bl-:i.g. No. 14. Photograph probably made about 1886. 
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.:U.,PP.ED OOin'OtI 'S JI:\,'ELRY ST'Oh:E 

furpera Ferry Negatiye No. HF-370. 
Donated by Leona s. Martin and 
Alfred Span.seller, Md. 

Howard Burton, son of Alfred Burton standing in 

~rway or I l~. ho. 14. Photograph probably ta~on about 1890. 
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ALf]fQ BUR'l'ON 

1k.rµt:r.s f..;rry i;;;;ga.tini No. Hf-369a. 
Dc:,ated l)y Leona S. 1-.iartin a::\d. 
Alfred Sponseller, 1-id. 

Pho togrc1ph of Alfred .SU.rt on, JEl,-.'eh,r 

-.i.li~ proprietor of Bld.c.J. No. 14. 

,· -.::,-



·,: f 
' ,: f. 

"' l 

! 
( 
! 

' I 
. l 

f 
' 

' i 
. !· 

------------·-------------------------- ----

,. 

1. ··~ 

;t I\ ' .. 

·.,,._;.1. ~ 
.... , ' ' ' 


