PART 1

HESTORIC BULLDING REPORT

The Gerard Wager Buildings

{Buildings No. 2 and 8)

Harpers Ferry WHational Monument

Distributed for Review by Reglon Five

HE-%

0




ZABLE OF O

ISTRATIVE DAY
%W%sz{;&? w&xﬂ@\

SECTION Tt 4 (3 pege)

SROTIOR 1is

Intreductbinflecesssssvsessovssnosunnossbsssesnssnsss
e Ounerehip of the Lend, 383¢ - 1873
2¢ Srection of Build

CHPRDBE B R BEL LS

ey o %V&m@‘@#%#@ﬁ***“**“““é

 $*&%§¢¢@¢

r,;,yc t’.i/v

2 ‘ iﬁakwgtwgq{lﬁﬁg fﬁﬁﬁ Qf

'@ﬁ%%%«iﬁa“ﬁww“

10




ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

The Gerard Wager Bulldings

{Buildings No. 9 and 8)

Harpers Ferry Hetional Monument

Prapared by

Acting Superintendent Raymond L. Ives
Ootebey 10, 1957




SECTION It ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

; g Numbers of Sulldings:d

Buildings No,. 9 and 8, "The Cerard w@ﬁ@w Balld
By @wﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ,ﬁﬁﬁJﬁf,ﬁ%ﬁmﬁ%gtyga

The sxteriors of both Bulldings Wo. 9 and & ave to be
restored to thelr 18561865 sppesrance znd thelir interiors
to be rehsblilitated, The firat floor windows of Bullding
Fo. 9 will conbain period window exhibites velabed to the
15659-65 use of the zhructure.

As the most suibable %%@&@%ﬁ@m loested slose to the
oripginal site of the John Browa "Fort®, it is plevned to
uge the Lirst flocr of Jullding Ho. 9 as an ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ&%&?@
genter Iin which to tell the sbory of the Johm Upown Balde

The second and third fleors of Bullding No., 9 will be
kept clear to use sz sborsge speace for the musewn exhiibits
in ceme ¢f flood,

He funds heve 7ot besn y@@gﬁﬁm@& for refurnishiing the
houses, Ho cooperative gpreements heve been exeocubed o
proposed for furalshing snd operabing the houses, W@&ﬁy
will %@ w%%miwﬁi @@ @ﬁ%ﬁ%xiﬁh ﬁ%% @m&l& wwwiwﬁ wiﬁﬁﬁw

It %8 estimnted that the tobtal cost of restoring the
sxboriors of Bulldings Ho. 9 and O and of rehabilitating
their interiors will awmount to $75,000.
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HISTORICAL DATA

The Gerard Wager Buildings

{Buildings Wo. ¢ and 8)

Barpers Ferry Hationsl Monument

Prepared by
fupervising Park Wetorian Charles W. Snell
Deteber 10, 1957
{Rev, Jan. 30, 1958)




SECTION IIs HISTUNICAL DATA

Introductiont Fart I of the Historlie Building Report for
Bullding o, @/@”‘mﬁ %mm prepered in sceordenve with Aeting
Reglonal Divector Gibson's memorsndum of S sptenber 17, 1957,

@ sectlon le based on all prasently svailsble docume

dubae

ssesyiricl s g@;@ 211 sides by land owned by the Unlted States

jourts " To Gerard B, Wager we allet and ssslgn the following

3

52 & 56"

1, Gibsen,ete. vs Wager, ste. Decres, Deed B
Lol : , whed tes Dooven Deed Be
Jefferson Gounty Clerk's Office, Cherles Town, Wesl

2 1835 Plat, "the Wager Six Aére Hegervetion. I
o Brown, 8.0.C. or 31x Aére Regervation, Drawn I
Wiy BelieGes™ 1n Deed Book 29, 184748, p.110, Ses rlgese

v See Appendix I,
3¢ Doed Book 29, pp. 1s0ell,

®

okt 29, g
&

8,




the ouner of

1635 Gererd B, Wager betaue Wager
upon Lot No. 1 thet Buildings Yo, 9 an
and today. (See Appendix I}, |

rag not wabll 1673 that the helrs of Gerard B. Yager
O iﬁg and with it Buildings Yo. 9 ant Fg’ by

L the owner of Lot

wn By Lieut Wnite, Allen, and R, 8
i s Boarney, Lts Cole

1835, Mep 2.%
o e ! ?@Wﬁ‘ ﬁ%ﬁtﬁy mm %Wiﬁ?&%

P 3&&3, sheat 2 of 3.

lonal Aychives ﬁv%o??'%QQQﬁﬁ% of the ﬁffiﬁ@ of the Chlef
; @@ﬁ‘ Yoreiss %&ﬁi@ﬁA%&§ ¥ile, Part of Hap: Dr. 150~
Reproduced ss part of lagter ?l%m¢$&'§wﬁwiﬁ%‘§§.§%ﬂﬁﬁ

orda of the Wffice of the Chlef

6, Tatlonsl Aschives R0, 77-Bes
Pile, Part of Haps Dr, 150,

of Englnsers, Pertificatlon lap
sheat 82 2

o 2 o




This ovidence indicates that theve wes
r Lot 1, the site of Fuilding
a8 serly ex W03,

sbanding on W

ﬁmﬁf ;ﬁw%
fitute s%@wmw @m
%ﬁ; @4, m@;

O . & Do } W@@m&&imww@m
w mmm wm@m &iﬁm«@f the asouth wester

» mmw m a mm @e’@ xﬁfwr\%

‘!‘.ﬁ.s idne, ritkoen é”“ﬂ(@ i“w’@ from She southern and
12 mm mﬁz the esgbern corner ol Willlmu Anderson




Wager pive %o Coonat

sodn and Lo so mush &f’ 1ot nu
L BB lﬁﬁm wonb mm moubly 3?:“

g en the w%:m# m@m
4 mm lok mumber Tourbtesn 13@
‘ 1&}%;»0“

fmwma m :Lﬁm mm&z ATy
and belore mentioned and

udlding ape
ble wall of sal

&M& %ﬁ%&ﬁ *@wm_ wm 3y
BTN gi«m ar ﬁ"w %m&:

m bullding, Bullding
%*% stood two feet 10 inches ' Street, on
ne lot st that date,
the norihwest corne
merbion of the meln bullding
muildings wers probebly m@m&:{m
| abad %@“ 9 106G, ® .%. &%&@% ol |
sed Alterstion o

Cos the loéation of

;, banding ot thet date on the
r N0 gﬁ and elpe 8n o

7o May 30, 1846, Deed of Hxo ,
Bs Hgtionsl dvehives Relle 77y ¥re 150=gheet 5

-lw




od ﬁ?@g% to

%%@W% writben by:

; 3‘1*"- %u %mi:i

*

WYateds Usbober 10, 1957,
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#Contraband Camp - Harper's Ferry, Yo,

(made 1862 « 1865)

Building ¥o. 9 is the large Bullding locabed
directly beyond the tents in the forepround, and to the
righte Building No, 8 is also visible in part. fullding
o, 36 is located scross the street.

UeSe Signal Corps Collection. Order Ho. 80-1073(8, Hational

Arohives Still Picture Section, Copied from original prints
of the Civil War peried from estate of Jomes Down Johnston,

Captain, 8th Michigan Cavalry.

Harpers Ferry Ne Mo Negative o, HIF-18

Hote: for other early photographs of Sulldings No. 8 and 9, ses

le Histordie Bullding Report, Part I, for Building No, 36,
page 20, for s 1865 sketch showing more of the front of
milﬁm%ﬁ\{ Hoe Te

2, Historic Building Report, Part I, for Imilding No. 5
page 11, for 1889 flood view showing Suilding o, & and 9e

3. Historic Building Repert, Part I, for Muilding Ho. 7,
page 11, Teor 1889=1892 view showing Bullding Yo, 8 and
part of Building Vo, e
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e Conelusions and Recormendationss

Er oo

Since this yeport wes first submitted on Cctober 10, 1957, additis
docunentary evidence has been discovered that definitely dates the
consbrustion of Building V¥o. 9s On Fevrvary 21, 1836, Gersrd B, Wagw
leased to Michael Feley a "Tenement®( probably Building fo. 382} on Wagl
Lot Heo. 1h4, "then in the possession of and ocoupancy of W, Fiteslvmons,
being part of lot no. 14 and adjoining the lot @a&gw lot Ho. lﬁ} rece
rented by John G. Wilsone® Foley was to have lot Mo. 14 and the tenem

for eight years, starting from Aprdl 1, 1836, for the ammal rent of &

It was agresd that %&@y “ehould esrect wpon lot # 14 & pood and substa
heuse of brick or stone, three stories high above the basenent snd not
than forty feet desp and covering the whole front of the lobt, 271 feet,

On Januwary 18,1840, Michsel Poley sesigned to John OfHars, for §500
all his rights under this lease to Lot lg. lig‘.m Te secure this sale,
O'Hars, on the same day, pubt into trust as security for Foleg, lot Ho.
This trust reads in part: YPeley has thle day sold to U'Here hls inte
in and two cerbaln prenises at Yavpers Ferry knowa as Lot Ho. 1k, sald
interest being derived snd held wnder e a lease bearing dated on Feor
21, 1836 from Gerard 3. Hager to sald Hichael ?ﬂzi&@r’.m“m ﬁ*ﬂ@#& compls
his payments for the purchase of this lease on December 2, 1&5@&”3.3’2

Y. Assignment of Lease, Foley to O'Hars, Junuery 18, 1840, Deel Bock 2
Pl 157”l§£%9

10s Ibide

11le Deed of Trust, Ofidave to Isasc Fouke, Jamuary 18, 1840, Deed Book |
:gﬁg?& @3"’@:&&

12, lielesse of Trust, Pouke to OtHara, Vecewber 5, 1842, Deed Book 26,
}fﬁ:@m l? C}”l?li

mMu



On danwary 10, 1841, John e Wilson, located on adjscent Lot Ho. 1
in putting sone e::fg“? his problems into lepal form, offered us the follow
Information on Bullding No. 9t Wilson, in locating hiz own bullding,
stated it was Yopposite the arsensl yerd snd adjoining the house bullt
by?»ﬁ@h&@% Poley, now owned by Jag. O'Hars, on the south (Weger Lot U
yJeaee® ’

Thas Beilding Wo. 8 { the only building with anywhere near 274 fee
by LU feot déminisions on lobt no. 14 =« see the ﬁ@m%@mw{ﬁw@:}, Base Map,
Brawing No. N HF-3055) mast therefore have been desipned and construe
by ;@m%ﬁz@ml Foley betwesn the years 1836 and 183%. The orlginal fronts
of “pger iot Me. 14 was 274 feety the Architectural Base Map gives Hul
fioe 9 today anX sctusl frontege of 29 feebt. Through error, Architect |
wast have built out 1k feeb on to the nexb leobt, Wager Lot 15, subdivis
thue expleining the necessity of the 1846 exchenge of land bebween Ger
Weger ond Philip Coonss sg presentsd dn pages 3 and 4 of this report.

& vomparsion of the data ineluded in the 1846 exchange of land,
partiwularily the bowsdary line from Shewndosh StreetUo the wesbern

sornert of G Weper's Muilding, see pspe 3, with the Plat in Appendix

113, page & of this report, indicetes that the oviginel depth of Iwlld

N0, 9 wae forty feehs DBuilding Ho. % must therefore have had en origh
length of 30 feet and spperently wes the "tenement® slanding on Lot le.
asz mentioned in bhe 1836 lense to Feley.

To carry thie story down te 1846, in lovember 1844, John ('Hara sol

i
William Lester one undivided melety in the lease Yo wager Lot lp. 14,

%

13. Uped of Trust, John G. Wilson to &
Dewd Book %@ @@o&fﬁ%‘“&éﬁé

ward Lucas, Jawery 10, 1641,

1he Dued of Trust, lovember Y, 1844, Ueed Zook 27, pel3le

.12 -



Ani on Aagust Lh, 1845, for §875.00, Gerard 3, Wager purchased Prow

Legter, Lester's one half interest in the lease to "a certsin house m
15 '
eees degignated as muber lh..o% On Nareh 31, 1848, Gersard

W1, 000, scowired John O'Hara's resaining hall inberest in the lesss 4
L

the howse and lot koown as Lot Ho. 1.

Further Hespearch Reonirede 4 careful sud complete search of the new

from 1830 to 1801 w1l give us & complete chaln of the uses of Bulldly

Hoe U and & from bthe time of erection Yo the Clvil War. The &

e Hout
may sleo vield some dabe on the constructien of Wilding e & The b
Conshsfor 1830, 1840, 1850, and 1860 will eleo yield background data ¢
the vwners and ocoupders of these bulldings. Ceorrespondence of the U

Armory alse conbtainsScompldersble date on "irekitect® and businesmsan

Hichasl Poleyy this iuformetion is now oo order from the dationgl

Yistorical Si

[t

nificance, “estorstion anl Deconmslructiens

Both Bulldings Wo. 9 and & were delinibely & part of the 1859-1868

E3

histerice scene, ng locabted slijecent to the originel site of the e

i

Srown Forts 4As lar as iz now known, however, Lhe bulldings were net

clesely associabed with the John Brown fadd in 1859, obther than perhap
being struck by bullebs from the Raiderts gang, It is thorefore recem
that the exterier of Huildings Yoo 9 and 8 be restored to thelr 1859
appearance. It is aleo believed that the exbterior of Milding We. 9,
the maln, i¢ substantlally as it was in 1859, Thereforve only restorst

and not reconstruction, will be rempired on the exberier of this sbrue

Lelped of He & B, Sewek-3 lugust lh, 1845, Deed Uook 27, pp.378-37%.
1be Deed of Be & 8., Haweh 31, 1846, Dewd Book, 28, pp.96-97.

.13 -



In the case of Dullding Wo. 3, a large pert of this bullding as it
exists boday, wes erected alter the Givil War, wbtilising in part only,
plder sections of the structure. IV is recommended that the new sectl
of & be torn dows, and the older portion ﬁ?@@&@@@ﬁw In the case of &

Hwe 8, reconstruction will largely be required, bub it is recommended
that surviving portlons be saved, not bthat & be rebwild into the origl
twe story wing or smex, similar in gize snd shape to 1l-4 and the wul

of 10=ds {For & pood lwok ab

Bullding Ho. 8, as it orizinally was, see
the Bechrach Photo of the John Jrown Fork, ss printed in the {ree fold
for Harpers Ferry Hstional Vormusent).

Monument Yse of Maildings Jeo. 9 and 81

Bailding Noe. 9 snd 8 are located close to the original location o
the John drown Fort, te which gite the National Park Service hopes to
reburn the Forte. It is therslore recommended thet the firel floor of
Building foe 9 be ubtilized a8 an interpretive center, during the heavy
travel season, as the most suitsble woint to tell the story of the Joh
Brown feide The cholce of this building is based on the fellowing fac

1. Host visitors approasch the Momment from 30(Roube) by following
poenic road along the bank ef the Shensndosh River. They will thereflo
leave their cars abt the parking ares nesr Ballding Ye. 45, and oroceed
foot inte the Town,

2o 48 they walk down bhe streeb, they will pess some ten perdod stor
and house exhivits, besides exhibits In Bullding e, 36 relebing to th
Armory story, before they can resch the Forte 1Ib is selfeevident that
the detailed Raid sbory is presented at the bepimning of this tour, mo
visitors will have forgobbten the larger part of it, through first seel

“ Ly -



the many other poinbts of interest, by the bime they heve veached the §
it is therefore helleved m@ the story should be told at & point <los
to the Forb, but not in the Fort itself; museum exhibits in the Fort
being considered an widesireble intruslon.

Jnder this plan, nof m&%cmﬁmé or reconstruction work would be
undertaken on the intericr of Bilding No. 9, bub %‘é‘w inside should e
rehavilitated for use as an interpretive senters I sugpest that the |
floor be used for the exhibits, the sesond floor save as storage space
for these exhibits in the event of floods, and the third floor, eto,.,
be stripped down to & shell on the interior.

Ldmdtations of interpretive stall will probably make 1t impossible
to keep wore than one lnberzretive cventer open in the winber wonths,
travel is relatively lighte It is therelore sugpested thet the Hulildl
9 mm%;m@ e desipgned with the ides that & few coanteining the Rey ld
conld be moved inte ¥ Jallding No. 36, which hag,or shortly will have,

heating plant, during the cold sesson of the year. Bullding Hoe 9 wm

thus funetion as & seasonal musewm., Visitor rest roows for bthe Fort

ard Ballding Wo. 9, under this plen, would be locebed in Juildings Heo
and Te |

it for &my reagon, this above-suggested plan is not adopbted; I th
suzgest thet s perdodestore exhiblt be instelled on the firet floor o
Building Yo. 9, to be viewed by vizitors through the windows from the
streste In obhor words, visitors would not fmﬁm&l}ﬂy anter the buildl
thue relucing the probecblon probless. Under this alternative plan,
the second floor would be saved for exhiblit stersge in case of flood,
gnd the remalnming floors would be sbripped to s shell. ALY dinbterior

“”lﬁ"



restoration work would therefore be strictly limited to the firsd floe
of Juilding foe %

Ify however, it 1s decided to use ailding Mo, 9 as an interpretiv
cenber, work on this bulldiag should be given & high priority il the
structure is o be ubllized by Ccbober 1959, ines comnection with the
100tk anniversary of the Jotm Hrown Halds Messured drawings of Baildd
9 and & yet ramain to be done, snd these should be made before any ali
jone of these sbroctures is underieken, 4 musoum prospecius, based in
part on epace gvellable in Bullding We. 9, must alee he prepured well
in advence, if the exhibits are to be In place by the fall of 1859,

v

e j',ﬁir ! ~ . et
C/’u’ﬁfm (w £ ﬂi/f’ﬁwwé L
Charles W, Snell,

Historisn (Park Supervisory)
Jomuary 30, 1958
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