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Memorandum .
- Tos Regional Director, Region Five
From: Acting Suberintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument | ——| —
— \‘ ¥

UNITED STATES H30
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Harpers Ferry National Monument
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia

October 9, 195#-/’/’7?%‘?[

B
e

Subject: Historic Building Report, Part I, for Building No. 14, | o
Research Report No. HF-7 ‘

| I

|

|
Enclosed please find four copies of the Historic Buildirﬁ"

\

Report, Part I, for Building No. 14, 8 pages, dated October 9, 195&,
and prepared by Historian (Park Supervisory) Charles W. Snell.
This report has been prepared in accordance with Acting
Regional Director Gibson’s memorandum of September 17, 1957.
Appendix IV - composed of all available historical

photographs of Building No. 14, will be submitted at an early date.

Raymond L. Ives
Acting Superintendent

In duplicate

Enclosure

IN REPLY REFER TO:




IN REPLY REFER TO:

H30
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR :
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Harpers Ferry National Monument
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia

Februar

Memorandum —
] l--h'\:l’?«
. ; ; ; == Nat. His. .
Tos Regional Director, Region Five %§ﬁ5ﬂ~““““"—
Archeo. oo
— |\ Publ. e
Froms Acting Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument | |Tiuseum ___ e
—_— il R ———
X TT. ° ™), (] 30 (] Lond L] ° Cmead il s QBT
Subject: Historic Building Report, Part I, for Building No. 14, {__ | ——ee"
Research Project No. HF-7

.
I, S

Brnclosed please find four copies of the Historic Building

Report, Part I, for Building No. 14, 11 pages total, dated October 9,
CT, 1957 and revised February 3, 1958, as prepared by Historian (Park

Supervisory) Charles W. Snell.
~ This report has been revised by changing the Approval Sheet

Porm, the inclusion of one photograph (page 8), and the addition of

Section 5, Conclusions and Reccmmendations, pages 9 and 10.

el Hlbe

Raymond L. Ives
Acting Superintendent
In duplicate

Attachment



P

In reply refer to:
H30

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Region Five
421 Walnut Street
Philadelphia 6, Pa.

February'19 , 1958

Memorandum
To: Director
From: Acting Regional Director

Subject: Part I, Historic Building Report, Harpers Ferry NM
The Burton Building (Bldg. No. 14)

In accordance with FO-11-56, Historic Building Report,
we have assembled and are distributing herewith Part I of the
subject report. The report consists of the following sections:
Administrative and Historical Data Sections. (An Architectural
Data Section was deemed unnecessary by EODC.)

This report should be reviewed by no later than payeh 3
1958 . Our comments will follow.

ey
;

o

e 7
S F
— George A f?a mé’ : ée{ic</&~‘*4\»\-

Acting Reg10na1 Director

In duplicate
Attachment

Copy to: Supt., Harpers Ferry, w/c report
Chief, EODC, w/c report

/
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OOﬂice Memomndzzm + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

00]7'266 Memorandums - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
TO : DATE: February 27, 1958

FROM
SUBJECT:

Administrative Data

B. Preoposed Use of Structure:

Proposed use 0.K.

D. Preliminary Estimate, etc:

Believe estimate is on the conservative side., 1956 estimate
for Reconstruction was $12,000, which may be a little high,

Suggest estimate be included for store museum,

CT’ Historical Data:

Since further research is needed to determine actual use
and interior sppearance during period of greatest significance, this
report should be held in abeyance.

Proposed use for viewing from outside is satisfactory,

L., B. Coryell
Regional Architect



STANDARD FORM NO. 64

qO]j’ice Memorandum - uNiTED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO :  Comment DATE: 3/];/58

DR EN George A, Palmer, Assistant Regional Director

SUBJECT: Harper's Ferry Building No, 1l

This building has been removed and is in storage, Secondly it is

probably the only frame building that will be included in the Harper's Ferry
projecte

I recommend that this report not be accepted but returned for resub-
mission at such a time as a final or campleted research section can be
submitted,

 GAPalmer:emg

{General



STANDARD FORM NO. 64

O]ﬁce Memomndzzm e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : » DATE:
FROM : Frank Barnes, Regional Historian

SUBJECT:

' This building is not included in this year's program and it will
certainly need much more historical data (especially building de-
scriptions) and architectural analysis. Will "do" probably as an
acceptable Part I Survey Report. Question fitting out entire shop
as a display - why not just the windows? We should have a separate
report on Building 13 (see last page of historical section) if there
is any serious thought of its reconstruction. We should not prepare
a full Part II on this structure (1Li) until building's reconstruc-
tion has actually be programmed; other buildings presumably have
priority.
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Reglion Five
421 Walnut Street
Philadelphia 6, Pa.

March 18, 1958

Memorandum
To: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Momument
From: Regional Director

Subject: Historic Structure Building Report, Part I
Suilding No. 14, Burten Building

We have reviewed the subject report, and offer the
following comments and recommendations:

1. That action be deferred on this report until
such time as it can be revised to include more data as to the
historic appearance and use of the structure.

2. That the remains of Building Wo. 13 and its
proposals for interpretive use be the subject of an indi-
vidual Historic Structure Building Report.

(5gd.) Daniel J. Tobin

Daniel J. Tobin
Regional Director
In duplicate

Copy to: Director
Chief, EODC

General'/

Daily N

Area

Operations (att. Mr. Nelson) Fié_ E& i@y
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APPROVAL SHEET

Recommended:

Director
Recommended:

Regional Director
Recommended:

Chief, E.0.D.C.
Approved:

Superintendent
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

The Burton Building

(Building No. 14)

Harpers Ferry National Monument

Prepared by

Acting Superintendent Raymond L. Ives
October 9, 1957



SECTION I: ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

A. Name and gggggr“of Building:
Building ¥o, 1, "The Burton Building”.

B. Proposed Use of Structure:

Building No. 1l is presently dismentled and in storage.
The structure is to be rebullt on its original site and
restored to its appearance in the 1859«1865 period, The
interior of Building No. 1L will be restored as a store of
the 1859=65 period that visitors may view through the
windows from the street, They will not actually enter the
structure,

Ce Provis for Operating the House:

No funds have yet been programed for refurnisghing the
house, No cooperative sgreements have been exccuted or
pooposed for furnishing and operating the house, Money
will be required to establish the small period store museum
exhibit in the structure,

D.Pre Egtimate of Cost of Rehabilltat the
ructure & ds ¢ ' @

It is estimated that the total cost of erecting
Building No, 1l and of restoring 1t to ite
1859'65 appearance will amount to oooonooaooc-ovuotsgoo{)O

Page 1 of 1



HISTORICAL DATA

The Burton Building

(Building No. 14)

Harpers Ferry National Monument

Prepared by
Supervising Park Historian Charles W. Snell
October 9, 1957
(Rev, Feb. 3, 1958)



SECTION II: HISTORICAL DATA

Inﬁroductiont Part I of this Historie Building Report for
Building No. 1l has been prepared in accordance with Acting
Reglonal Director Gibson's memorandum of September 17, 1957,
This section is based on all presently available documentary
data,

1, Qunership of the Lend, 1835 to 1870.

On April 2, 1835 the Circuit Superior Court of Law and
Chancery for Jefferson County, Virginia, appointed Commisse
ioners "to lay off and divide into three equal lots and
parcels, the real estate at Harper's Ferry which descended
to James B, Wager, Cerard B, Wager end Sally Ann Wager, now
saliy Ann f Swayne, the wife of Nosh H, Swayne, from their
father John Wager, éeeeasea.'l The property thus being divided

at Harpers Ferry was commonly known as the "Wager Six Acre
Reservation," an island of land in private ownership
surrounded on all sides by land owned by the United States
Govarnmant.z ‘

On October 10, 1835 the three Commissioners reported to
the Court: "To James B, Wager we allot & assign the following
lots es designated J,B.W. & numbered in the snnexed Plat, vis.
Lots Ho, le7=9«l5 being a part of the old tavern lot =l9e23=25-
27=37=3%=l1=l)y including the new buildings recently attaeched to

1, Gibson,ete. vs Wager,etc, Pecree, Deed Book 29, pe., Ow=lil,
Jefferson County Clerk's Office, Charles Town, West Va,

2, 1835 Plat, "The “aﬁer Six Acre Heservation, “rewn by James
M, Brown, 8.G.C," in Yeed Book 29, 1847-48,p.140, See Appendix I.

vk



"ihe mension = L6=li7=53 &54." The Court further appointed
a special receiver for the Court to take into possession the
share assigned to James B, Wager for the purpose of collecting
rents on this land to be paild into the Court, "from and after
thetime the said i?ﬁmet @;3 Wgger took benefit of the insolvent
lawa...'3

on Jamary 1, 1836, the Court sppolnted two Commissioners
end directed them to sell at public auction to the highest
bidder the real estate of James B, Woger in HSappers Ferry.
On November 26, 1836 the Court further authorized the Commisse=
joners to divide Lot No, 15, the old tavern lot, into parcels.
Lot No. 15 was therefore subdivided into four lots marked No.l,
2, 3, and i, of Lot Fo. 15,

: Probably on October 28, 1837 and certalnly by April 29,
18512 (the complete Deéd is missing, see footnote 5), subdivie
sion No, 1 of Lot No. 15 was sold to Ann C. Stepghension, of
Harpers Perry. Bullding No, 1, today, ocecuples a small
portion of Wager Lot_ls « gubdivision 1.

On October 12, 1857 Mrs., Stephenson gold the fellowing
1and to Alfred Burton for §100: (See Appendix II)
' "eginning at the north west cornmer of subdivision 1 of
Lot 1%... thence along the front of sald subdivision Lot 1 ‘
on High Street Iwelve (12) feet to e polnt and stake in said
line, the corner of the wgaden building now occupled as &

shop by Geo. W, Fordne this probably refers to the present
site of Bullding No, 13), thence North East Twenty one feet (21)

Be. Peed Book No. 29, ppe 140=il.
L. Fevruary 8, 1841, Deed of B.&S., Peed Book 24, pp.i57=58.

50 Ap!‘il 29’ 181‘.2. Deed of B.&Bo' Deed Book 25 Pe 512. oﬁz‘ pl!"h
of the first page of this deed remains in the eed Booke re

is & note to the effect that when the Inddx was being made in

1880 this book contained only 512 pages, with some pages evidently
having been torm out during og just after the Civil War



"to @ steke, thence north Thirteen feet (13), to the outline
. boundary of sald subdivision 1; thence 21 feet to the beginning
being the northwest corner of sald subdivided Lot 1, of the

shape and dimensions above named..." 6

In 1870 Alfred Burton stlll owned this property, as is shown
by the following extract of a deeé made by the heirs of Amn
C. Stephenson in selling the site of Bulldings 12 and 124:

#4171 that plece... of land and houses thereon{ referring
to Buildings No, 12 and s situated Mné?unnmm erry
Beginning et the premises of Danlel Ames Lot Hoe 15=
subdivision 2, site of Buildings No. 11 and‘§:§) on Shenandosh
Street running to the corner of Shenandosh and High Streets and
running thence along High Street to the Store Room of Alfred
Burtons.«" 7

It is thus spparent that Alfred Burton was the owner of

. the site of Building Mo, 1L from 1857 to at lesst September 1,
1870, It is therefore suggested that Building No, 1} be called
the "Burton Building®.
2. Erection of Bullding No, 1k, 1857

The fact that Burton paid only $100 for the purchase of this

plece of land on October 12, 1857 undoubtedly indicates that

there was not any structure standing on the property at that
date, Building No, 1l must therefore have been erected after
1857, Further resesrch in the newspapers of the 1857=1861
period will probably yisld the date of construction,

The map, dated May 9, 1866, "A Sketeh of the Fresent Fosition
& Proposed Alteration of the line of the Baxtimore & Uhio
Raiiroad at Harper's Forrw;'a (see sppendix III), by means of
a generalized symbol, shows buildings standing at that datc‘
on the site of Building No. 1h.
6.0ctober 12, 1857, Deed of B.k.S., Deed Book, 37, PP.3006309
7. September 1, 1870, Deed of B.iS., Deed Book 5, pp.269~79.

-3 -



The location of Burten's, or his heirs', deed of sale
of this property, after 1870, may also yleld further information
on Building No, 1k,
3. Historical Use of Bullding Ho, 1k,

Bullding No, 1ll, as revealed by the 1870 Deed, was being
used at that date as a store, The type of store that oecupied
Building No, 1 during the 1857 to 1865 period awaits the
result ol further research in the newspapers of that peried,
Lo Measured Drawings of Building Wo. i,

Ho historical drawings of Building No, 1l arve presently
available, For modern measured drawings of Building No, 1L
see: Prewing No, NM-HF 3060, two sheets, dated August 27s 1956,

8.8ational Archives R.G,77, Dr.150, sheet 5l,

Report written by:

Charles W, Snell

Historian (Fark Qupervimry)
from primary data collected by:

Herbert H, Kissling,
Pated: October 9, 1957, Park Hdistorian



APPENDIX I

TRACING OF A PORTION OF THE 1835 WAGER PLAT
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APPENDIX II

TRACING CIF A PORTION OF THE DITTMEYER PLAT

(Plat found in Building ¥o, 9)
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Tracing of A Portion of
the B, & O. RJ.R. Map
of Harpers Ferry,

May 9, 1866




APPENDIX IV

PHOTOGRAPHS



A RECENT (1955) VIEW OF BULLDING NO. 14

Building No. 14 center, with measuring sticks; Suilding No. 13, wooden

Structure to right of Ho, 143 Part of Building No. 15 visible to left of No. 1lh.

For 1900 view of Buildings No. 13 and 14, see: Historic Building feport, Part I,

for Buildings No, 12 and 12-A, page 12,
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5e Conclusions and Recommendations:

Since this report was first submitted on October 9, 1957, further
research, conducted generally on all the buildings, hase produced the
following information on Building Ne. 14 In HMarch 1860, A}fred Burten,
the owner of this structure, put the lot and building into trust. The
trust reads in part:

"eooBeginning at the corner of subdivision 1 of Lot 15 of the land of
the heirs of John Wager decd - as laid down on the map... thence above the
%ﬂa of said subdiwiehon 1, on High Street, Twelve (12) feet to a point

Stalfe and in said line, the corner of the wooden build now occupied as a
shop by George Fortney — thence lorth “ast, Twenty-one (21) to a stake thence
No West thirteen (13) feet - the cutline boundary of said subdivision 1, thence
twenty one feet to the beginning Line the N, West corner of said subdvision
lot l,..% 9 :

In swomary then, Building No. 14 was erected after 1857 and probably
before 1860 by Alfred Burton, It should alse be noted that a wooden shop,
occupied by George Fortney( and owned by Mrs, Ann C. Stephenson), was located
adjacent to Suilding Ne. 14 from 1857 to at least 1860; this Suilding was
apparently located on the present site of Building No., 13 (a small wooden
shop removed by the National Park Service).

PFurther Hesearch fecuired:

A careful and complete check of the newspapers from 1857 to 1861 will
give us a complete chain of the uses of Buildings Wo., 14 and also No. 13,
The same sources will also probably yield some data on the date of the
construction of those buildings. The Us S. Census of 1860 should produce
background information on Alfred Burton and George Fortney,

Historical Significance and Reconstruction:
Building Neo. 14 and the building on the site of No. 13, were both definitely

9» Deed of Trust, March 23, 1860, Deed Book 39, pp. 166-167,
- 9 A



a part of the 1859-1865 historic scene, As far as is now known, however,
the buildings were not closely associated with either the John Srown Haid
or the events of the Civil War, other than by being a part of the scene
in which those historic actions took places It is therefore recommended
that the front of Muilding No. 14, which has been preserved and is in
storage, be restored to its original location and the remainder of the
small building be reconstructed to its 1859 appearance. A4s is evident,
the major pertion of the work on Suilding No. 14 will invelve reconstruction
rather than restoration.

In ihc case of Building No, 13, which no longer exists, I recommend that
the foundations and site of this building be preserved and that they be
marked with an interpretive marker. I also suggest that no attempt be
made to reconstruct this building.

Homgeﬁt Use of Building No. 1kt

Tt is recommended that Building No, 1li be fitted out as a shop of the
1859 period, These exhibits to be viewed by visitors through the windows
from the street., In other words, visitors will not actually enter the
house, thus reducing the problems of protection. Exhibits should be nade
portable so that they can be relacated on the second floor of Building Ho.
15 for storage in the event of a floods Under this plan, all work on the
interior of Building No. 14 will also fall largely in the category of
reconstruction rather than restoration.

(LA b ot IR

Charles We Snell,
Historian (Park Supervisory)

' February 3, 1958
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