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Philadelphia, Pa. - 19106 @

H30-H . May 8, 1964
Memorandun

To: Regional Director, Northeast Region
From: Chief Architect, EODC

Subjeet: Historic Structures Report, Part I, Buildings
(Tearney Bulldlngs), Harpers Ferry

Northeast

Eastern Office, Design and Construction |

Initial
Region and
MAY A1 564 |
j‘g. Director
Y Asst. to RO

Finarce & Erop

Personnel

lvP.GGl’L‘EiTS

 Asst. fror

- lntsep & VS

Lard ¥ Weler

aintenance

kioster Pion Coord.

i
o4

Salte st

The subject report has been reviewed by the interested personnel of
this office and is recommended for approval by Acting Chief H. Reese

Smith thls date.

The Architectural Data Section was prepared by the Park Management
Assistant rather than Mr. Franzen, therefore our review was delayed
in order to make Mr. Franzen aware of the report and to obtaln his

views on the proposed alterations to uilding #39

Robert E Smlth

ce:
Assistant Director, Design and Construction
Superintendent, Harpers Ferry
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Northeast
143 South '!n:.zut
Philadeliphia, Pa. - 19106

H30=-RHA
APR 9 1964
Memorandum
To: o Chief, EODC
"_%tfnw Director, Northeast Region

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part I, Buildings #38 and 39,
(Tearney Buildings), Harpers Ferry

The subject report was originally prepared in June 1958 and approved

by the WASO July 8, 1938.

Enclosed are copies of revisions to the Administrative and Architece
tural data sections recently prepared by the Park. Please let us
have your comments on these revisions as soon as possible.

Enclosures

oes
Superintendent, Harpers Ferry
GMFraney

.. General

Daily
Area

“George A. Palmen



NORTHEAST Initial ‘

_ REGION
UNITED STATES MAR 27 1964 |mm
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR v —— '

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Asst. to BOUPA)

Prograra (cord

Harpers Ferry Nationai Historical Park

IN REPLY REFER TO: Harpers Ferry, West Virginia
D18

March 25, 1964 /i

Asei, Reg. Uir-Ciun

History & Arch.

Na:uralhﬁi;ury
Oper. & Maint.

Memo randum Ranger Services

Asst. Reg. Dir-Rp

To: Regional Director, Northeast Region
) N. P. & Rec. Area PI.
\ Plan. Serv.
From: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry Loands & Warsy

e ;
Subject: Revised Administrative Data and Architectural Data 0 W ;
) 2

on Building No.39

Enciosed please find four copies each of the Historic Structure
Report, Section I — Administrative Data and Section III - Archi-

tectural Data, page 25 revised. These revisions were prepared

by Managerﬁeht Assistant Clyde B. King.

Joseph R. Prentice
Superintendent

In duplicate -
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REGIONAL DIRECTOR'S PLAN REVIEW -

February 27, 1964 = 3:00 P.M.

~ Present: ¥ Messrs. lee, J. C. Crouch, Nelligan, Whitcraft,

Savage, Negron, Ingham, Humphrey, Kimball, Lukens, .
Neubauer, Golub, Ingham, Willcox and Ed Crouch

Sﬁbject: . Cape Cod - Cliff Kay's reply of February 18 to Regional
| ~ Director | : , | : i

Selected material_from the Mastet_?lén will be sent to allow Mr, Kay
to evaluate our development plan in the light of his special knowledge

“of geological engineering. Mr. Lee stated that he thought it would be

fine if we could send some one up to talk to Mr. Kay in his Boston

~office.
Sub ject: ! Fort Necessity - Director's comments on Master Plan-
; Deferred. :
Subject; _Sagamore Hill - Director's comments on Master Plan -
‘ : Deferred.
'Suﬁjéct:' Péckagp Master Plan ~ Director's memorandum « Road to théf '
Future and the Master Plan = Deferred. e

'Sﬁbjecti ' Federal Hall - Museum Curator's memorandum of Febqgérz 195'f;"‘

Mr. Coryell ofvEODC discussed proposed plans for work to complete Rotunda,
Bill of Rights Room, two north corridors and stair well prior to August = .

. 9 dedication date. Generally, the proposed work was concurred in by Mr.’
' Lee. Plans will be completed and advertised for bids conmcurrent with =
_ final review by the Regional Office. ' o

Mr. Lee suggested that Mr. Mulcahy of the Washington Officé Mugeum Branch

: Subjéct: - Harpers Ferry = Preliminary>Drawing NM=HF 3041, Underground

Electric and Telephone Distribution Systems . .

Approved by Mr. Lee at 2:00 P. M., meeting in EODC with the recommendation
- that the man hole covers be reduced to a minimum size. See separate report’
this date. Superintendent Prentice recommended approval and is to initiate .
- revision of Historic Building Report Part 1, Buildings No. 38 and 39 -

Tearney Buildings, Harpers Ferry.

1964, to Dr. Nelligan - Bill of Rights Exhibit - Deferred. -

be asked to meet with Regional and EODC representatives to finalize design -
and placement requirements for the Washington stone on a permanent basis.,‘*;w”“




Messrs., Hall and Saladik of EODC were invited for the review of
Preliminary Drawing No. 3104 of Cape Cod.

subject: Cape Cod Preliminary Drawing NS-CC 3104, Additional
Parking, Race Point _

Quite a bit of discussion evolved on the locatlon as to the desirability
of locating in at a lower elevation in the swale back of the sand dunes
- Plan review deferred.

Sub ject: .Cape Cod Preliminary Drawing NS=~CC 3106 ~ Access Ramp to
Beach, Race Point '

Drawing was approved by Mr. Lee this date.

Subject: Lincoln Boyhood - Preliminary Drawing NM~LB 3017, Employee
Housing and Utility Area ~ Deferred.

Subject: Isle Royale - Preliminary Drawing NP-IR 3139, Utility
: Shops and Storage Building, Mott Island ~ Deferred.,

Subject: Cape Cod ~ Preliminary Drawing NS~CC 3017, Water
Sewerage and Electric Utilities - Coast Guard Beach
- Deferred.

Subject: | . Fort McHenry ~ Preliminary Drawing NM-McH 3020, Entrance
Sign and Vigitor Center Approach Sign - Entrance and
Visitor Center Arca - Deferred.

Sub ject: Independence ~ Part II - Architectural Data Section -
S - 01d City Hall Restoration of Roof ~ Deferred.




géb,jeéi:-g"i-f Revi.aw o£ Dtawigg N’o. NM-BF 3043.J Underground Elactric
eh e e and Tele !mne Di.at:r butlon S atems, Harpers Ferry

Erom'.Eonc. Me,saz:a. 9311, Reese smith, Bob Smith and B
- Sweeny; Trom the Northeast: Regional Office, Messzs.
1ee,; J.-C. Crouch, Whitcraft, Nelligan and Ed Ctpuch
frem cha Parkm Superintendent Prentice., ; 3

Eee sqated that. he was,, very taluctant: t:o vmlat:e the princip};e
of disturbing ‘the- histo:ical ruins'in Harpers Ferry which would be
dong in the reconsx;ruction ‘of Building No. 39 as a tranaformer vault
‘for t:he electrm and !:elephone services,

proper:t:y due co the fact’ tha.a: the l.ine loss on the power lines at:
that distance,would require extra *large cab}.e sizes ox che placemen:

I_g{; the ;vabove infotmar.ion, Mi;. Lee reluctanely conce&ed that he would
\ave . to ‘gpprove the plat.ag' is, with the recmmendation r.hat r.ha man o
hexe c‘,’ rerg be: reducad to '.a'minimmn siza

Pl’ri.m: ro” t:his _mecmg phn‘ megi.onal, petaomal" Pav.
recedinz day w.th Superintandent: Rrentice.
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421 Walnut Street V g
: ?h&ladelphiglé, Pa, /‘ o
f October 1, 1959 . _ [
E el /!
Hmrandam
Tos _ 5upeﬁntemient, Havpers ?e}::y ¥ational Monument

Regienal Birector

Sﬁb;?‘act: Resurch Pxnjects Nos. 11?»68 and HF-66 (Bldgs. 38, 39, 40)

r We accept the judgment of supe:visary Park Historian

Sneh as presented in your memorande of June 3 and 4. However,

once again, we think that the full Fawt II Historic Styucture

Surpey Reports on these buildings should have brief historical

sec| ions incorporating the substance of the changes noted in

youp memoyanda, and such other data, photographs, and maps as may

_ by the time of their preparation prove to be pertinent. Accord-
ingly, we return the maps enclosed with your memoranda.

| W)Dwelj Tobin
P ;
|* D : -’ Dangel J. Togaiu
. f Res&pnal Birector
- In ;'dupl icate
&

' Ateachments

FBarnes/mm '

W5 P .af"&:‘gﬁ
2 General *~

- ;

. Daily

Area




Bagion Pive
421 Yalout Street
Fhiladelphis 6, P&,

August 23, 1938

Tos Superintendeat, Harpers Fexyy Bationel Mowmen
Froe: Bsgional Director

Subject: Historie Bulldisgs Report fov Buildings 33 s 39,

Razpers Fexey

e are pleased to recommend the subject zeport for ape
proval: nemely, that the projeet be lLimited to steblilisation of
the yuine of Beilding §39 end eestoration of the exterior of
Bullding 738 to its histovie period sppesrence, but that decision
on the vse and wrefurnishings of the latter building be deferred
wntil the owr-all plan for the use of all buildinge has been

{Segd.) Danief 1 Tobip

Pardel J. Tobin
Bagional Directow

In dupiicste
fopy oy Digectey
Chief, BODC
Operations (Atten. Mr. Nelson)

Pl

MHNelligan/mm e
General !

Daily

Area




IN REPLY REFER TO:

N\

UNITED STATES | H30-D
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR —_ .
- NATIONAL PARK SERVICE RBGION FIVE |fwrg,}
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. JUL14 1258 820~ 1
- REG. DIRECTOR
July 8, l9f§ ASST. REG DIR.
| OPERATIGNS :
|| INTERPRETATION ‘
mysn ’
Memorandum | REC_BES. PLAN ;
. RANGER ACT'S
To: Regional Director, Region Five
From: Acting Chief of Design and Construction

Subject: Historic Buildings Report for Buildings 38 and 39,
Harpers Ferry

We are returning two copies of the Report for Buildings 38
and 39, Harpers Ferry National Monument, with copies of correspondence
which inadvertently were sent to the Director with your memorandum of
July 2.

R o oo

Paul McG, Miller, Acting
Chief of Design and Construction

Attachments 2

Copy to: Chief, EODC (2)
Supt., Harpers Ferry




IN REPLY REFER TO:

NS N
UNITED STATES e H\30/-&
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR , L |
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE REGION FIVE ﬁzm
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. JUL1 41858 oore
’ | REG. DIRECTOR
July 8, 5B
P=s:
Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Region Five ﬁ:‘ Riias - ]
Frém: Acting Chiei‘ of Design and Construction :
Sub,jéct: Historic Bulldings Report for Buildings 38 and 39,

Haxrpers Ferry

The Historic Buildings Report for Buildings 38 and 39,~Herpers """
Ferry National Monument » has been reviewed by the interested 'Divi“sions
in the Director's Office and is satisfactory. This O0ffice coﬁcurs in

the pro};:o’sal to stabilize the ruins of Building. 39 and to restore the

exterior of Building 38 to its appearance: in the 1859-65 period.

e Do e 1

Paul MeG, Miller, Acting
Chief of Design and Construction

Copy to: Chief, EODC (2)
Supt., Harpers Ferry




, HARPERS FE1§§8 d&usﬁméﬂmﬂmﬁmf REPORT

Bldgs

38 & 39 (Tearney Bldgs )

' ATTACH COMMENTS




IN REPLY REFER TO:

| UNITED STATES . T ReBich FVE Ton
¥ - " R
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR JUL T - 1958! ot
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE : e
; . REG. DIRECTOK
i | __|.ASST. REG DIR
Harpers Ferry National Monument j 4 OPERATIONS
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia 5*—;§*mﬁmmﬁﬁﬁ5§ —
o] ADM
i L] [ REC_ REeS, PLAN :
< - .
J_une 30' 1958 RANGER ACT'S

5
& J—

Memorandum

To: Regional Director, Region Five ) )
From: Superintendent, Harpers Pefry National Monument

_—’—"——‘—'J .
Subject: Historic Building Report, Part I, for Buildings. No. 38 and 39.

Research Project No. HF-19.

’ Enclosed please find four copies of the Historic Building
Report, Part I, for Buildings No. 38 and 39, 33 pages, and dated June 24, 1958.
Historian (Park Supervisory) Charles W. Snell has written the Historical
and Architectural Data Sections and The Administrative Data Section

has been prepared by me.

N
VR AN
Frank H. Anderson Co
Superintendent
In duplicate
Enclosures



Region Five 5;é{i z
421 Walnut Street -4§E€;z::w;ﬁu_
Philadelphia 6, Pa. DIV. OF DESIGN™ )
_ | AND CONSTRUCTION |
JUL 8 195 |

T ——

Juily 2, 19

Memorandum
To: ~ Director
From: Regional Director | DEC Fifes

|
Records Files

Subject: Historic Building Report for Buildings 38 & 39,
Harpers Ferry National Monument

In accordance with the procedure outlined in FO-1l-56
dated February 16, 1956, attached for your consideration is the
Historic Building Report for Buildings No. 38 and 39 (Tearney
Buildings), Harpers Ferry National Monument, prepared by Super-
intendent Anderson and Historian Snell. By copy of this memo-
randum, we are forwarding a copy of the report to EODC for review
and comment.

The report should be reviewed by no later tham July l4.
Qur comments will follow. -

Daniel J. Tobin
"Regional Director

In duplicate

Attachment
.
Copy to: Chief, EODC, w/c report :
Supt., Harpers Ferry : [
Operations (att. Mr. Nelson) ‘

MHNelligan/cp
'Géneral“z %

Daily
Area




APPROVAL SHEET

Hecommended :

Virector

SRS

P PR i

Recommended:

4 7 Hegional Director

. Recommended:

Thief, B.0.D.C.

s Dl Y o,

Superintendent

Harpers Ferry National Monument







Building No. 39 is an outhilding behind the i'mmuy

. Building, (No. 38)

E-w'

 for the area. The combining of all electric services under.

Under MISBION 66 plmm it has besn reccmmenvied that this
structure shall be used to house the main transformers for

the historie town of Harpers Ferry. The exterior will have
the same appearsnce and general limes of the historic structure
with such modificstions in size ap are required %o heuse the
utilities, The interior will be closed to the public,

Previsien for Op

Operating funds will be within the electric service charges

one meter system will provide & saving to the Government.
Maintenance will be within regular sppropriations.

It is estimated that the construction cost of restoring the
exterior and rercofing will be §5,000.00.



o

To restore the exterior ef Bldg. Ho.38 to iis 185%5-65 appear~
ance, the present tin roof must be mmm replaced with
2 wooden shakes roof, as shown in Photograph HF-35, The first _
floory windows, with exterior bay windows, should &lso be re-
stored on the basis of the same photograph, The interior par-
tition wall on the first floor, which originally divided that
floor inte two shops must slgo be reconstructed. The interior
of the second floor is appareantly still much as {t was in the
1859-65 portod but will require-rshabilitation, espscially if
it ie to be uged as (an: Mﬁ.& of typical homes of the ;Soriad.
The third floor wili tot be ;x&im*tw and therefore will re-

quire no restoration,

The ruined walls of Bldg.No.39 shall be rebuilt to house the
transformer vaulis. Any non-conforming use of the interier
shall be screened from public view as completely as posaible.
The building will not be open to the public.

The estimsied cost of the above work ig $30,000.

Mansgemant Assigtant
March 25, 1964

25




\\/ ) ' ‘ IN REPLY REFER TO:
' UNITED STATES lv/iz,;sv»fﬂ’m"
DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERlOerREG;QN FIVE DinmiaL

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE . B
' JUNS - 1959 ! pate

Harpers Ferry National Monument

P B REG. DIRECTOR
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia -

ASST. HEG DIR.

June 3, 1959 ~ 7L
- Ed
: REC RES. PLAN

. RANGER ACT'S ‘\, /)

Memorandum G fisrory
| Nal. P%s.

To: Regional Director, Region Five ﬁaf&
From: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument | Secy.
| | L
Sibject: Research Project No. HF-68, Historic Bldg. Report, |Paxt -

II, Historical Data Section for Bldgs. No. 38 and 19

Historian Charles W. Snell has carefully reviewed the
#Historic Building Report, Part I, Historical Data Section, for
Buildings No. 38 & 39, The Tearney Buildings,” dated June 24,
1958, 33 pages, and recommends that the report be accepted as the
Part II-Historical Data Section for Bldgs. No. 38 and 39 after
the minor revisions listed below have been made to the Part I
report.
1. Revisions ~ j

'A. Use of Store No. 2, 1853-1858, pages 13-14, 20. Delete

references to F. C. Conrad being located in Store No. 2 of Bldg. .
No. 38, Subsequent research has revealed that Mr. Conrad’s busi- / -
ness was located in Store No, 2 of Bldg. No. 43 from 1848 until ;- éu
March, 1852, (See Snell, C. W., "Historic Building Report, Part { %éf :@
I, for Building No. 43, The McCabe-Marmion Building,” dated July | 0ﬂ¢u/ |
9, 1958, pp.10-11. Also Snell, C. W., "Historic Building Site . Ipn ;) -/ |
Survey Report for Bldgs. No. 41 and 42, The James' McGraw Lot or “fﬂoh5
Wager Lot No. 48,”-dated July 28, 1958, pp.l3). It thus appears

that Mr. Conrad’s.place of business was never located in Bldg.
No. 38.

B. Use of Store No. 2, 1858-1861, pp.1l5, 20. Delete references
to John G. Ridenour’s store being located in Shop No. 2 of Bldg. No.
38, BSubsequent research (see Snell, C. W., "Historic Building Report,
Part II-Historical Data Section, for Bldgs. No. 9 and 8, The Gerard
B. Wager Buildings,” dated March 18, 1959, PPr.10-11) indicates that
Mr. Ridenour’s place of business in the 1858-61 period was situated
in Bldg. No. 9.




C. Conclusion, Store No. 2, 1853-1861: These deletions indicate
that no record of use has been established for Store No. 2 of Bldg. No.
38 in the 1853-61 period. No further evidence has been found that throws
any light on who may have occupied this store at the time of the John
Brown raid in 1859.

2. Additions

A, Use of Btore No. 1, 1858-59: The issues of the Virginia Free

Press for April 28, 1859, p.2, c.6 and September 29, 1859, p.3, c.7, in-

dicate that Michael Tearney, who operated a grocery store located in
Shop No. 1 of Bldg. No. 38, also ran a butcher shop in conJunctlon with
his other line.

B. 1894 Map: Attached to this memorandum are four copies of the
#Sanborn-Perris Map of Harpers Ferry, Jefferson Co., W. Va.,” dated
November, 1894, This is the earliest map that has been found, drawn to
accurate scale, that shows Bldgs. No. 38 and 39. It will be noted that
the map indicates that Bldg. No. 38 was divided into two sections at
that date. Mr. Snell suggests that the 1894 map be inserted intec Part
I report as Appendix II, pages 31 and 32 of that report.

C. Additional Photographs

1. An 1895 view, Photograph HF-99, showing the roofs of Bldgs.
No. 38 and 39, will be found on page 25 of Charles W. Snell’s *Historic
Building Site Survey Report for the Noah H. Swayne Lot CWager Lot No.
51)},” dated July 24, 1958.

2. An 1896 view, Photograph HF-96, showing the roofs of Bidg.
No. 38 and 39, will be found on page 90 of Arthur L. Sullivan’s “History
of Wager Lots No. 17 to 34, 1782-1869,” revised May 15, 1959..

RS D A

Frank H. Anderson
Superintendent

In quadruplet

Attachments
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HISTORIC BUILDING REPCRT

PART 1
for

BULLDINGS NO. 38 & 39

THE TEARNEY BUILDINGS

Harpers Ferry National Monument

=y
Prepared by:

Charles ¥, Snell,

Historian (Park Supervisory)

Dated: June 24, 1958 .
33 pages. K77a”S5 j 7 PR 16
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SECTION IT - HISTURICAL DATA

1. OWNERSHIP OF THE LAND, 1835 to 1865

On April 2, 183% the Circuit Superior Court of law and Chancery
for Jefferson County, Virgzinis, appointed Commissioners "o lay off
and divide into three egual lots and parcels, the real estate at
Harper's Ferry which descended to James B, Yager, Gerard B. Wager,
and Salley Ann Weger, now Salley Ann Swayne, the wife of Noah H, Swayme,
from their father, John “ager (Jr,), deceasedg"l The property thus being
divided at Harpers Ferry was commonly known as the "Wager Six Acre
Reservation", an island of land in privete ownership, surrounded on all
sides by land owned by the United States chernment.2

Un October 10, 1835 the three Commissioners reported to the Court:
"To Gerafd B, ¥ager we allot and assign the follo§ing lots as designated
GeBo%e & numbered in the annexed plat, to wit; Lots no, 2e3elebhel2elle
18-21m22=29=30m32m3 3 bm3 8=l 3wl G=50~52 & 560“3

Thus in 1835 Gerard B, Yager became the owner of Wager lot No, 50

and it is upon Lot No. 50 that Bldgs. No, 38 and 39 stand today, (See

1835 Plat on page 2 of this report).

On February 8, 1839 Gerard B, ®ager and his wife, Ellen A., exchanged
lend with Noah H, and Serah A, Swayne; this resulted in the enlargement
of kager Lot No, 50 and the reduction in size of Wager lot No. 52, 'The

‘1, Gibson,ete. Vs Yager,etc., Decree, Deed Book 29,pp.140-141, Yefferson

County Court House, Charles Town, West Virginia.

2, 1835 Plat:"The Wager Six Acre Heservation, Urawn by James M, Brown,
S5¢GeCoy” in Deed Book 29, 1847-48, p.140. See page 2 of this report,

3. Deed Book 29, pp.li0=1il,






Fh:

. g&aynes paid the Wagers $100 and gave them the following 1énd from

Wager Lot No.51 to be included as a part of lot No, 503

",,,50 much of Lot mumber fifty-one(51) in the said_town of Harper's
Ferry as ligfles between the brick building on said lot (This was the two
story brick structure_erected on Vager lot No, 51 by William Anderson,
under a lease, in 1832)The line of the adjoining Lot No. fifty (50)
running back from the Shemandoah Street to the rear ling of saild brick
vuilding and the width of said space five feet further... It is hereby
understood & agreed that the said Gerard B, "nger shall have the privilege
of building sgainst the end wall of said brick building (that was located
on Iot Ho,5L) without paying for the use of end wall thereoff..." 4

For the land thus added to ¥Wager lot Ho., 50 from Lot Npo, 51 in 1839,

see the green colored area shown on the plat on page 2 of this report,
The original frontage of Wager Lot Ho, 50 on Shenandosh Street in 1835
had been 37 feet and 4 inchesy by the l&}é exchange this f{rontage was
inecreased to approximetely 42 feet in width. ‘ ‘

On May 1, 1840, for the sum of §1,500, Cerard B, “ager sold to |

George Mauzy end 59 other ment

",..a certain lot cor plece of land lying & being at Harper's Ferry, -
,se8ituated on Shenandosh Street, and known & designated on the plat of |
the land of the heirs of John VWager decd ag number (50) fifty, beingi =
adjoining the lot owned by Thomas Hughes (who owned *ager ot No, 49 ' \

and Bldg. Fo.40) and also another piece or parcel of land lying & beiﬁgA ¥g§

in the same Towne.., situate on said Shenandoah Street, end adjoining - .\

said Lot number fifty, & being so much of the lot designated on the plat
aforesaid, as number fifty one (51) as was conveyed to the said Gerard | |

B. “ager, by a certain deed bearing date on the 8th day of ¥spruary 183?;’{}?

from Noah H, Swayne & Sarah 4, “wayne his wife...” 5
The 60 men apparently paid Weper $300 in cash and each further agrssg to

pay him $20 a piece, thus providing the remsining necessary $1,200.

he Deed of Excﬁange, February 8, 1839, Deed Book 23, pp.286;2s7,
5, Deed of B.& S,, Hay 1,18,40, Deed Book 25, pp.19=20.
6.Deed of Trust, May 1,1840, Dee& Book 2k, ppe324-=325.

o ;.



("

The 60 men, however, failed to meet the terms of the sele and the
lot was therefore offered for sale at public suction in February 1844,
Gerard B. Wagef repurchased the lot for $1,210, buying up 58 shares of
the lot for $20 each and paying $25.00 a piece to George Meuzy and

William J, Stephens, the only two men who had peid their full share

7
of the purchase price,

- On March 2y 1844 Gerard B, “ager sold the northeast half of Wager
lot Ho. 50 to Patrick Kelly for $600 (see map on pege 5 of this report),
The deed for this sale reads in part:

"e.oa certain lot or pareel of land lying and being at Harper's Ferry
se+y Upon _Shenandoah Street, and adjoining the brick store house (on Vager
lot No, 51) belonging to N, H, “wayne & wife, now in the possession and
ocoupancy of A, 8, Stephens (the said lot herein conveyed, being part of
the lot designated on the map or piot of the lands of the heirs of John
Wager, decd as No, 50, and sc much of the lot designated on said plat as
o, 51 ag was conveyed to said “ager by & deed bearing date the 8th day
of July(_sig), from N.H, Swayne and wife...) and the ssid lot herein
conveyed is contained with the metes and bounds following, commencing at
a point_on thenandoah “treet, the_south corner of the foresaid brick
house (located on Wager Lot No, 51), and running in a straight line with
the front of said house, up said street twenty feet and thence running
back up the hill about 90 feet tc an iron bar in the hillside, and thence

in a straight line thirteen feet to the western corner of_the frame
building (located on ®ager Lot No, 52, part of Bldg. No.37) now ocoupied
by Alfd. Andrews as a kitchen, thence along the North “astern boundary
of said lot No., 50, to a point in said boundary, five feot west of the
western gorner of the brick building before mentioned(Iocated on “ager
Iot No.51), thence to the corner of said building and slong its geble
end to the beginning, And it is understood and agreed upon betwsen these
parties, that an alley four feet wide, two feet to be taken from each
1ot (that is, from the northeast half and the southwest halves of lot No,
50) is to be left between the lot herein conveyed and that lying on the
South western side of it, which alley shall run back sufficiently far,
and shall be so laid out as to afford convenient access from the Shenandoah
Street to the rear of each lot and shall be common to both, And it is
also understood that the small space of vacant ground lying between the
back part of the lot herein conveyed and the alley running up the hill
back of said lot shall also bs common to both lots..." 8

7o Yeed of B. & 5., ‘ebruary 12, 1844, Yeed Book 27, pp.235=236,

8,Deed of B,&. 5., March 20, 1844, Yeed Book 27, p.155; also Deed of
Trust, March 20, 1844, Deed Book 27, pp.li3=lih,
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Tracing based on NMHF-3055

Showing the Sale and Division of Wager Lot 50
in March 1844,

Red area: Southwest half of lot sold Gerard B.
Wager to Edward Tearney and Peter Lytle.

Blue area: Northeast half of lot sold by Gerard B,
Wager to Patrick Kelly.
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Two days later, on “arch 22, 184k, Gerard B, Wager sold the southwest
half of Wagaer Lot No, 50 to Hdward Tearney and Feter Lytle for $600.
This deed resd in part:

",,.a certain lot or parcel of land lying and being at Harperts
Ferry..., on Shenandoah Street, between the lot of Patrick Kelly(which
was the northesst half of Mager lot Mo,50) and thet of Williem Chembers
(who owned Wager Lot No, 43), an“ fronting upon said street twenty feet
two inches, spd running back to the allsy {in rear of said lot) which
leads to the “atholic Chursh, The 1ot herein conveyed being all that
lot or parcel of land designated on the map or plat of the lands of
John “ager, decd at Harpers Ferry as Wo, 50 (number fifty) except 80
much thereof as was conveyed by sald ‘erard B, Wager & Ellen 4, ¥ager
to Fatriek Kelly by a deed bearing date the 20th day of “arch 1%L,

{And it is zgreed between the psrties hereto that an zlley four feet
wide shall be left between the lot herein conveyed and thet of said
Kelly, two feet to be taken from each lot, and shall extend back suffic-
iently far and shall be so lsid out as to afford convenient access from
Shensndoah Street to the rear of each lot and shsll be common to Both),...

Thus in March 1844, OGerard B, ¥ager sold the northeast hald of
~lot No, 50 to Patrick Kelly for §600 and the southwest half to Tward
i_Tearnéy‘and Petef Lytle for 3609; the total thus paid for Mager Iot
Ho,50 in 1844 was $1,200, These three gentlemen still owned this
property in 1865,

2, USE OF WAGER 10T HO, 50, A824 vo 1843,

In February 1824, Catherine “sger, the widow of John “ager, dre,
and her eldsst son, Johﬁ B, “ager, leesed Yaniel &, Weed a lot of
ground which was later known as “ager lot No, 49, This agreement.,
in locating Wé@d's lot, read in part:
g.,the saiﬁ ¥agers agree that the said %eed shall have a lot of
ground situated between Dr, Codfrey!s shop (loceted on Wager Lot No, aa)
and Jacob K, Thomas's stone stable(located on “ager lot No 50)...
9. Doed of B, & S,, March 22, 1844, Deed Book 27, ppel56e
10, Articles of Agreement, February 1824, Deed Book 12, p.513.
- £ v
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A year later, in 1825, in selling one half of Bldg, No, 40 and lot
No. 49 to Otle Dudley, Daniel A, Weed located his property as follows:

”...aituaﬁed on the street usually known as Shenandoah, Hy rperts
Ferry = between the house formerly oceupied by Dr. G. Weise's druggist
shop - and the stone stable attached to the hotel (the Harpers Ferry
Hotel, then loeated on “ager lot Ho. 15, subdivisions 1, 2, 3 and 4) then
in the oecupancy of Jacob R, Thomas,.,,* 11

From 1824 until about 1832 Wager Lot No, 50 was thus occupied by
a‘ateae-stable that was used in connection éith the operation of the
Harpers Ferry Hotel, In June 1839; C&ptain Heriwether Thompsoﬁ,
proprastor of the hétel, announced: "This wgll known establishment héving
lately undergone considerable repairs, to render it more comfortable,.,
There has been & spacious new stone stable added to the premisea..."lz

On July 6, 1832 James B, éager, Gerard B, Wager and “arah inn Wager
leaséd.what was later known aé Wager Lot No. 51 to William and Vamuel
B, Anderson, This seven year lease pxo#idsd for the construction of a
lérge brick building on this lot by the Andersons, and further stated:
."It is understood end agreed upon that the stable upon the premises
(aetually iocated on what was later called Wager bot No. 50) hereby
demised shall be delivered into the possession of the said #nderson
on the first day of April next (3233), the said stable being & part of
the property hereby lags&d...“ v

Tﬁe “ndersons cénstracted the brick structure on “agar ot No, 51 as
agreed and operated a store in this building until Mey or June of 1839.

At the termination of their lease in 1839, they then moved into their

11, Bill of “ale, July 29, 1825, Deed Book i, pp.29-30,

12. Virginia Free Press, June 16, 1830, p.3,C.5.
13, lease, July 6, 1832, Deed Book 18, pp.l=2,
-7-



newly eonstructed store, now known as Bldg. No, 11, which was located
, ‘ : 1k
on %ager iot No,15, subdivision Ne.2, -

.'fhua from dpril 1, 1833 to
Kﬁy or June 1839, : the stbne stable occupying Wager Eét No., 50 was
leased ‘afmd used by the Anderaéns'.lﬁ | ' R

A genersl plan a-fl this s_tmm“é‘ s{.a’galg located on Lot No, 50, as it
appeared in 1835,’,‘ will be feund. on the map: “Harpers Ferry Shewing the
Logation of the Wineﬁeétei* and Potomac Railvroad, ‘frawn by ideut, White,
Allen and .R‘S. mith, Y. S, Rmy, wnder the direction of James Kearney,
14, Col, and ,’\i‘gE,;lS‘B%, Hap No.2. (See pege 9 of this repart_).lé

The aami;igg-~ ¢xp1ration date of the lease on the stable, due in ¥ay or

 June of 1239, Woubt‘edly ageounts in part for the exchange of lend made

between the Gerard B. “agers and the Svaynes in Februsry 1839, imeluding

‘the right to build on to the end wall of the brick house standing on
¥ager lot No, 51, Once free of the Anderson leasehold, Gerard B. “ager

gould '*bhnsvimﬁ:ré#a lot No, 50 ab will, On May 1, 1840 Mr, Weger sold
Lot No. 50 to 60 men for the ewm of # $1,500, This price indicates that
lot Mo, 50 was still occupied by the old stable, as the price paid was
much too low for a lot with a good meréantiie huilding étanding en it.
lot No, 49, for example, centéihing Bidg. No. 1;0 - a two story stone
building with store and living quarters, was sold for $3,000 in 1835

. i7 .
and for 42,350 in 1841,

1§, Horpers Ferry Comstitutionalist, “eptember 11, 1839, p.l.

15, Virginie Free Press, September 14, 1837, p.3,c.5. Thomas Bughes,
armouncing the move of his store into Bldg., Ho,AO, stated he was located
in "ghe stand on Shenandosh Street, lately occupied by Hr. Charles Staley,
next store west of Meswrs. Wm. & 3.B. Anderson,” thus indicating that
the Bldg. loeated on lot Mo, 50 was still being used as a stable,

16, Netional Archives R.G.'??-“eegi-de of the Office of the Chief of Engineers,
Fortifieation Map File, Part of Hap: Dr,150-Sheet 822

.17, Deed,March 1,1837, Deed Book 21,pp.k28-29; Deed ,July 31,1841,Deed Book

No, 25, pp.215-216, ‘ -8B






4s hes been already/ noted, the 60 men paid $300 in cash ahd b#
February of 1844 had still failed to pay the $1,200 still due to Gerard
B. Wager for the lot, Under the terms of ‘the deed if this condition
arose, the property was to be offered for sale at publie auetion. The
fo¢lawing advertisement therefore appearad in the newspaper s

"TRUSTEE'S SALE

"By virture of a deed of trust, lst May 1840 to Eobert Zucéé, Trustes,
will sell on Feb, 10, 1844

"The House and lot, at darpers F%rry; now Occupied 88 a grocery store
by #r. Hiram Carney, This property consists of Lot No, 50 and part of
No, 51, Possession will be given fApril 1, 184k, and the purchaser will,
until that time, be entitled to the rent accuring, at the rate of §100
per annum, Feb, 1,1844." 18
It thus appears that the old stone building stending on wagar Lot Ho. 50
wes usea a8 & stable from 1824 until at lesst May or June of 1839, Somew
time after this date the structure was converted into a grocery store
and from at least April 1, 1843 until March 31, 184, was ccoupied for
this purpose by’Hiram Carney., |

Gerard B. Wager repurchased the old house and lot on Fébruary 12,
1844, bidding %1,210 for the property; this price again indimates that
no great im rrovement had been made to the property in the period 18401844,

3, CONSTHUGTION OF F BLDG. NO, 38 - 18ik:

Gerard B, Wager, in his exchange of land with the Swaynes, undoubtedly
had in mind the erection of & new building on V¥ager Iot Ho, 50 as early
as February 8, 1839, as was shown by his obtaining the right to build
against the wall of the brick structure standing on Hoger Lot No, 51,

18, Virginis Free Press, February 8, 1844, p.3, 8cb.

- 10 -



It is also evident from the prices paid for lot No, 50, - ahout $1,200
at each sale, in 1840, February 1844, and agein in Bareh 1844, that no
new building had been erscted on the land in that period. Fingl

‘evidence supporting the theory that Eldg, No. 38 was constructed after

Mareh 1844 is to be found in Gerard B, Wagerts provision in the deeds
for & four foot wide alley to be left between the northeast and southe
west halves of lot ¥o, §Q,19 The wording of these two dseds indicates
that this alley was to be established in the future, As the building
sctually stands today, this alley is located on the southwest end of
the lot, batween one of the first floor wells of Bldg, No, 38 and the

wail of Bldg. No, 40, thus indicating thaz the spirit of the deeds,

but not the letter, of the agreement wag carried out, It ia possibla,

of eourse, that the original alley was located in the center of the

structure, and then moved at & later date to its present, location, but.
on the basis of such photographic evidence &s HF-BS, this seeme rather"
doubtful,

It therefore appears that Bldg, No, 38 was éonstrucﬁed,jointiy by‘
Edward Tearney, Petér Iytle and Patriek Kelly in 1844, bThe present'
layout of the seeond floor and Photograph HF=35 indicates that the
structure was originslly divided into two independent $e¢tions, based
no doubt on the division of the lot into twn halves, as was set forth
in the 1844 deeds. Bldg, No.38, as oenstrueted in lﬂ&k, was apparently
& two and one~half story brick structure. fronting appramiaately 41 feet
and nine inches on Shenandosh Street by 30 feet in depth, The origxn&l

19, See the evidence already cited an:pages’s, h; and & of this report,
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roof, judging by Photograph HF=35, was wooden shekes, The first floor
of Bldg, No, 38 was divided into two geparate storés‘anﬂ‘the upper
floor and & half wes slso separate&_into two independent sections, each
designed for use as a set of living quarters, This sums U4p the documente
ary evidence that has been fourd relating to the construction of Bldg,
No, 38,

No documentery evidence whaisoever has been found releting to the
construction of the small stone building now known as Bldg, 50.39,
which is located in the rear of Bldg, No.38, Hovevﬁr, &8 there is rio
mention of a house being located on Lot No, 50 in the “areh 1844, deeds,
it appears likely that this building was erected at some dats after 1844,

- Due to its location on the southwest half of lot No 50, it also appears

probable that this structure was erected by hdward Tearney and Peter
lytle, the owners of this portion of the lot,

Lo HISTORICAL USES OF BLDG. NO. 38, 184k to 1861,

It would appear that the first floor of Bldg, Wo. 38 was divided
into two separate’stores during theAperiOd of 184/-1865, For the
purpose of this report we shall call the store 1ocated‘on the southwest
half of Lot Mo, 50 "STORE NO, 1", and the store located on the northeast
portion of lot Mo, 50 STORE NO, 2,

Bldg. No, 38 was apparently completed in September 1844, and in
October of the same year Joseph W, L. Carty occupled STORE NO,2,
advertising at the time: "OPENING TOBAGGO BUSINESS AT HARPERS FEHRF,
8t the store room of Mr, H, V. Andrews, which will be kept by Joseph

20
Ve ke C&rtyu"

20-,. Vi%ni& P‘I'ee Pr@ﬁs, Qctaber 39 38141&, 9-3, 3060
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On January 30, 1845 Garty mz'ther advertised: "TOB;%CGO Next door
to P. O, littlejohn's Stere, and nea,rly opposite the ( ﬁmnrx) Pay
Office,” “ It thua appears that after the completion of Bldg, No.38,
STORE No, 1 was first occupied by P, O, Liﬁtlejohn's Groaery storé,

and that STORE NO, 2 was remted by Joseph W, L, Carty as a tobaceod shop,

Ao yﬁ_@ OF ﬁm N0, 2‘ 181&5 {10 18613

In April 1845 Mr. Carty announceds "REMOVAL = has removed hisz tobaceco
sho;; formerly kept next door to P, 0., lLittlejohns (in B&‘.&g. Fo,38, STORE
NO, 1), to the room lately finished between Mr, Wm. J. Stephen's Tailoring
Establishment and Mr, James Walling's Virginia Hotel (Tall located on .
Wager Lot Mo, E} and opposite the U, 8, Hotel (located on "ager lots
No, 6 and z).zz |

Usa of STORE MO, 2 from April 1846 to September 1847 has not yet
been established, e

In October 1847, J. W, Deener opened a store in Bldg. No. 33, STORE
No. 2, selling Dry Goods, Clothing, Boots, Shoon; Caps, Glass, Queensware,
'Qandies, Fruit, Jewelry, Toys, Tobasco, f Groceries and Idquors, This
store was located on "Shenandoah Street Upposite the U, 8, Pay ()fi‘ice.-“ 3
Yr, Deener continued in business at this stand un’c.il probably beptzmber

2L
of 1850,

By October of 1850 STORE .0.2 \n B}dg. Mo, 38 was \ecysied by F. C,
Conrad, who opersted & Dry Qoods 5
Caps and Bonmets, Hr, Conrad

21. Virginia Free Press, January 30,1845, p.3,¢.h. See Map pege 9 for
the location of the U,8., Pay Uffice,

22, Virginia Free Press, April 10, 1845, p.2; c.7s

23. Virginia free Press, Octcber 6, 1847, 'p.B,c'.E’.

2. ¥Yirginia Free Press, April 1, 1848, p.h, c.2; April 19, 1849,p.3,c.3;
- w13 -
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STORE NO, 2 in Bldg, No. 3
QOctober of 1268, Mr, Conrad?
1850-1852 is established

store that was locat . Bo, 51, Thesé notices Xollow:

"STORE ROOM FOR RENT

"The store room recently occupied by P, O, Iittlejohn (Zecatad on
Wager lot No,51), edjoining the store of F, C, Conrad (located in STORE
NO. 2 in Bldg, No,38), is offered for rent, Possession given immediately,
if desired. Arply to James 4, Beckhsm, Jan, 24, 1851.% 25

Again in 1852:
STORE ROUM FOR RENT
The “tore Room recently occupied by P, O, littlejohn (on “ager Lot
No.51) at Harpers Ferry, adjoining the store of F, C, Conrad (in STURE

NO. 2 of Bldg. No.38), is offered for rent, Possession given April 1.
Ann G, Stephenson, February 26, 1852," 26

p
The census of 1850 alsy-ifdicates that Conrad probably located
in Bldg, No, 38 at that daté
iy:

“Fayette C, Conrad, 25 years old, male, merchant, boen in Virginia.
Ammica (2) Conrad, 20 years old, female, born in Virginia, a

nd provides us with/fTollowing data on

that merchant and his fas

Gertrude E, Conrad, 4 years old, female, " ¥ "
George W. Conrad, 2 years old, male LA "
David Conrad, 3/12 years old, male woon "
James Riley, 24 years old, male, clerk, woon woon 27

25, Virginias Free Press, January 31, 1451 p.3, c.3.
26, Virginis Free Press, March 11, 1552, p;B, Colye

27, Records of the Bureau of the Census, Mational Archives R, G, 29,
Population Schedules of the “eventh Census of the United States 1850,
Virginia, Volume 12, Jefferson County (Part), p.410,
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In October 1458 Mr, Conrad appérently moved his store into the

building loeated on eger lot No, 51, where he was loeated at the
- 28
time of the John Brown raid in October 1859,

In November 1358 -$TURE NO, 2 in Bldg, No, 38 was pxo ly occupied

by John £ G. Rédenodr who advertised on this ocecasio
NEW STORE
AT HARPERS~FERRY

"The undersigned begs leave to inform his friends at “arperseFerry
and country, that he is now receiving and opening an entire stock of
New Goods, which has been carefully selected, and will be sold at
wxtremely low prices,

"His stogk consists of a general assortment, Soliciting a call from
ald who are in want of great bargaine, a3 I am determined to sell cheaper
than the cheapest," 29

48 Redenour undoubted] igned a lease for at least a sar, this would

place Bin in STORE N0, %
Raid, October 1859,
no longer appeared in the newspapers and by September of 1860 Mr,
Rbdenour was apparently loceted in Bldg. No. 9. The census of 1860
affords us the following information on. Mr, Ridenour and family:

"John G, Ridenour, 36 years old, mals, merchant, Value of real estate: $600;
Co + Value of personal estate: $2,000, Porn in Virginia.

Sarah G, Bidenour, 34 years old, female, born in Virginia,

John H, Ridenour, 12/ years old, male, " ® #

Willard A, Ridenour, 7 years old, male, " " "

Emma J, Ridenour, 6 years old, female, LA #

Maggie Ridenour, 4 years old, female, L P

Hary E. Ridenour, 7 years old, female, " " "ooouw 30

28, Virgi_g_i} a Pree Press, November 25, 1858, p.3, c¢.l; December 8, 1859, pek,0.3.

29 Virgg nia Free Press, MNovember 11, 1858, p.2, ¢.7. |

30, Nationsl 4rchives R, G.29, "ecords of the Bureau of the Cenmus, Population
Schedules of the “ighth Cenus of the United States 1860, Virginia, Volume 13,
Jefferson County (Part), p.190,
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Whoever occupied STORE NO, 2 in 1860, howver, did not live in the quarters
over the store in Bldg, No, 38 at the time of the 1860 census.
B. STORE NO. 1, 1844 to 1861,

STCRE NO. 1 in Bldg, No. 38 was apparently occupied by P. 0. Littdejohn's
Store from December 18141; until November 1845,31 On December 4, 1845
Jacob Nisewanner annocunced: "GREAT BARGAINS AT THE BALTIMORE VGHEﬁP CASH
STORE AT HARPERS-FERRY, ON SHENANDOAH STREET, NO, 3, Opposite the U, S,
Pay Office," Hiéawan_nér s0ld Dry Goods, Groceries, “ueensware, Confeet=
ionaries, Fruit, liquors, Wines, Candles, Sbap,: Jewelry and Fancy Goods,
Later he advertised that his store was "located three doors from the

corner of High Street, opposite the U, 8, Pay Offiece." Nisswanner
32 ‘

continued his stand in SEORE NO. 1 until September of 1847,
In October léh’?a B, Welter & Bro, announced the openning of a "NEW

& CfIEéE CLOTHING STORE™, selling ready-made clothinga33 In 1842 they

adeertised “My store mey be found adjoining the Store of Mr, Wn, Chambers

(who was located in Bldg. No. 40), nearly opposite the old Pay Office",

thus pl&ciﬁg their shop in STORE NO, l in Bldg, Ro, 38.% R, Walter &

Brother continued their business at this stand from October 1847 unt:i.l-

at least October 1351.35’ By March of 1852 they had left Bldg, No, 3

v : 36
and moved their store into a bullding located on Wager Lot No, 11,

31. Virginis Free Press, January 30, 1845, p.3,¢.4. also June 4, 1846, p3,
¢ol wWilliam Chambers states that he "is located on the west side of the
well known stand last occupied by P. O, littlejohn," Chambers was then
located in Bldg. No, 40, ~ ‘ _ ,

32.¥Virginia Free Presgp December 4, 1845, p.3, ¢.7; Hay 7, 1846, p.l, ¢.5;
October 1, 1846, p.3, c.5; October 29, 1846, p.3, c.2. ‘ o

336 E' irginia Free Press, October 27, 1847, p.3, 6.2
34. Virginia Free Press, May 5, 1848, p.2,0.7.

35. Virginia Free Press, April 19, 1849, p.3,c.3; April 11, 1850, p.3, c.23
April 18, 1 sg, P.B, 3.2; %tobﬁr 2’1351, p.B’ 302.
-lbe




The next business to occupy STORE NO. 1 in Bldg., No, 38 either did
not advertise, of if it did so, failed to identify its location so
that it could be placed in this bullding.

It is quite possible, however, that Michael Tearney opsned his
Grocery Store in STORE NO. 1 in 1852, In any case he was in business
at this loeation in September of 1860 and was probably situated thers
“at the time of the John Erown Haid in October 1859. The census of
1860 gives us the location of his store and the following information
on the ?garnsy'iamily, vhich was a?parenﬁly residing in the guarters
located over STORE NO. 1: )

“laura Tearney, 38,female, Yalue of real estate: §1,200; Value of
~ personal estate: §200, Born in Marylsnd,
Mary S, Tearney, 1l years old, femsle, * "
Anna E, Tearney, 12 years old, female, * " ¢
Frank Tearney, 10 years old, male " " " :
Michael Tearney, 31 yesrs old, merchant, Value of personal estate: 1,500
X Born in Marylsnd, 3 g
leonidas 1earnay) 33 years old, male, clerk, Born in Maryland." 37

It also appears from the 1860 census that Bernard Hirsh and his
wife Hetta, who ran the store loczted in Bldg. Ho, ao; probably lived
in the gquarters located over STORE NO. 2 in Bldg, No, 38,

Seo

HISTORICAL PRINTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS:
A1l historical prints and photographs - 4 in number, and three modern
photographs of Bldgs. No, 38 and 39 will be found in Appendix I of

this report,

No historical plans of the buildings have been found and it is

unlikely that any will ever be located. Modern measured drawings of

36, Virginla Free Press, March 18,1852, p.3,¢.2.

37.National Archives R.G. 29, Pophlation Schedules of the 8th Uenmus of
the U,S, 1860, Virginia, Volume 13, Jefferson County (Part), p.197.
| ' 7.



Bldgs., No. 38 and 39 have not yot been prepared, A gxrénminary floor
plan of the first floor of Bldg, No.38 has been furnished for this
re‘yort‘ through the courtesy of Architect Archie W, Franzen and I have
prepared a rough plan of the second floor, Both plans will be found
in the Architectural Data Section, There are no floor plans of any
tjpe for the third floor or garret of Bldg, No, 38 or the ruins of
Bldg, No,39. - |

Te $WKARX OF HISTORICAL DATA,

Ao Qunershi g of the Iand, 1835 to 1865,
1, October 1782 to October 9, 1835, owned by the Wager family,

2, Qctobar 10, 1835 to April 30, 1840, owned by Geard Be Yager.
on Februar.y 8, 1839, a small strip of of Lot No, 51 was added to
| Lot No, 504, |
3¢ May 1, 1840 %o Febmary 11, 1844, owned by George Mauzy and 59
other men. Purchase price: $1,500,
ke Febmry 12, 1844,, owned by Cierard B. Yager. Purchasa price:
§1,210, Lot sold off in two sections in March 184L.
5, Mareh 20, 1844 till after Civil War, northeast hslf of lot No.
50 owned by Fatrick Kelly, Purchese pi'ieet $600, |
6. March 22, 184 till after Civil War, southesst half of Lot No, 50
owned. by Edward Tearney and Fater Iytlm Purchase price: $6D€9
B. Gomtruc:tion of Bldgs, No. 38 and 39:
Bldg. ﬁo. 38 was apparently construetsd by the joint owners of lot
No, 50, namely Edward Tearney, Peter lytle and Patrick Kelley,}in 1844,
The brick structure was @soam ;m@-hazf stories in height and had a
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woodsn shakes roof. The building fronted approximately 41 feet nine
jnches on Shenandoah Strest and was 30 feet deep, After deducting about
four feet to construct an alleyway" on the southwest end of the lot,
located against the wall of Bldg, No, 40, the remainder of the lot and
building were divided into two separate stores on the first floor, as
well as into two inﬁgpmdsnt sets of living quarters on the second

and third floors. This division was aceomplished by the means of
running & wall through the center of the structure, The second fleor
was thus divided into two sets of three rooms eachy total six rooms,
The third floor or half story was similarly divided into two more sets
of thres rooms each, identical in size and layott to the rooms below,
thus meking a total of 12 rooms on the second and third floors,

Bfmg. No, 39, now in ruins, was originally & small two story stone
structure about 16 feet by 16 feet in sise, From 14s location on the
southwest half of Lot No. 50, it seems likely that Bldg. No, 39 was
erected by Edward Tearney and Feter Iytle st some date after 1844 and
vefore 1865, The building may have been used either as a small waia
house for STORE HO, 1 in Bldg. No. 38, or perhaps as a kitchen for
the living quarters located over that store, No documentery evidence
has been found regarding the cogstrction or use of Bldg. Mo, 39,

STORE NO, 1 STORE NO, 2
1, December 184l to Novermber 1845. 1. Ogtober 1844 to Merch 184
Grosery and Dry Goods 3tors, opersted A Tobaeco Shop, operated by
by P. 0., littlejohn, ' Joseph W, L. %rhy;
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STORE NO, L STORE HO. 2

2.December 1845 to September 1847 2. April 1846 to September 1847,

a Dry Goods and Groceries Stora, use not yet established,

operated by Jacob Nisswanner, _
3+ October 1847 to October 1851, 3. October 1847 to September 1850,
& Ready Made Clothing Store, _ Dry Gooda, Grocery and Yeneral Store,

operated by R, %alter & Brother, operated by J. W, Deener,
L. November 1851 to 1858, use not

definite but probably a grocery
store operated by Fﬁchaél Tearney,
5 1839 to 1861, a groecery store
and dry goods shop, ape‘réted by
Michael i‘e&m&y. |

8. CONCLUSIONS AND mnombwmms:

| It is bslieved that enough evidence from documentary and photographic
sources has been presented in t.his report to permit the aacurate
restoration of the exterior of Bldg, Ho., 38,and it is recomended that
the exterior be restored to its appearanea in the 1859«6% periocd,
Involved in this project would be the removal of the present tin réof
on Bldg, No, 38 and its replacement with a wooden shakes roof, as shovm
in Photograph HF=35 (sse Appendix 1 of this report), The first floor
store windows, with their exterior bays, _ahﬁuld be rést.omd &8 %Wﬁz
Photograph HF=35, also the awning ffa.mesn - Other than this, it is balieved
that the exterior of Bldg, No, 38 is still as it was during the 185965

period,
- 20 -



The interior of Bldg. No, 38, first floor, has been much changed

through the years, but architectural investigation will probably reveal

the exact location of the originsl wall that divided this floor into

two separate sheps, It is recommended that this partition wall be
restored,  The interior layout of the second and third floor, with
six rooms on each floor and divided into two separate apartments, on
the other hand; in my opinion, is probably much as it was when the
bullding was constructed in 1844,

The alley way, which runs between Bldg, No. 38 and Bldg. No., 40
and crosses over the concreste porch on the rear of Bldg, Fe. 38 on
the same level as the second floor windows, and then leads up the hill,
is used by many visitors today. The rout is safe and it affords the
possibility of titting out the two three room apartments on the second
floor as typical homes of thef pariod*that can be viewed by visitors
from the porch just. outside the structure, It would be nnnecessary for
visitors to entar t.he gstructure and the reatoration work required on
the interior of the second floor mﬁlﬁ not be great. No attempt. ghould
be made, in my opinion, te restore the third floor interior, |

Insufficieont evidence has been located to permi’s the rest,omtion and

reconstruction of Eldg, No, 39, It is t.herefom recommended that these

ruins be stablized and that no attempt be made to restore this building,
It is suggested that Bldg, No. 38 be called the "fearney Buildingf.",
after one of 'bhe builders and owners of the structure,

Lt . Bael

Charles W. Snell
Historian (Park éupewisory)‘
June 24, 1958
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SECTION III - ARCHITECTURAL DATA

1. BLDAS, NO, 38 and 39 TQQA :
| Bldg. %o. 36 today i$ & two and one~half story briek building, with

a tin roof, that fronts 41 feet nine inches on Shenarndosh Street and is
30 feet deep, ﬁunﬁing the length of the structurs in the vear, is a

' covered conerete parch that is 10 feet wide. The first floor is now

ane large store room; the second and third floors are divided into two
separate living quarters composed of six rooms each, with thres ‘on the
sec@nd and three rooms on the third floor in each unit, or meking a total
of twelve rooms altogether. Except for the;roof, the first floor store
windoué,.and a partition wall that once divided the first fleor into.

two shops, E&dg. Yo, 33, in ny oyinion, is still much 28 it was ig the
185?-65 periOd. » v .

On the next two pageé“will be found floors plans, The first flnér
plan has been furnished by Architect Archie W, Franzen and I have
indicatad on it in red ink the approximate location of the original
partition wall, The rough plan for the sscond floor is also in@lﬁdeé
in this resport; the layout of rooms for third or halt-stery is
{dentical with that of the seeond floor, The rear wall of the third
floor, however, eontains only four small windows, two for each of
the separate apartments.v | |

Bldg, No, 39 today is & ruin, It was originelly & small two story
stone structure, about 16 foet by 16 feet in size, There are no floor
plans availsble of this buildingf.

Modern photographa of Bldgs. No. 38 and 39, as they appear todeyg, -
will be found in Appendix I of this report,
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2. RESTORATION FEGUIRED

To restore the exterior of Bldg. 38 to its 1859-65 appearance the
pregsent tin roof must be removed and replaced with a wooden shakes
roof, as shown jn Photograph HF=38, The first floor store windows,
with exterior bay windows, shonld also be restored on the basis of the
same photograph, The interior partition wall on the first floor, which
originally divided that floor into two shops must slso be reconstructed,
The interior of the second floor is apparently still much as it was
in the 1459=-65 period but will require rehabilitation, especially if
it is to be used as aﬁ exhibit of typiecal homes of the peried,
The third floor will not be exhibited and thersfore will require no
restoration, _ _

The ruined walls of Bldg, Mo, 39 should be stablised, but no further
attempt be made to restors and reconstruct this Stpucture,

3o ESTIMATED GOSTS:

The estimate cest of the sbove work is $30,000,

Ao 1ok

Charles W, wnall
Historian (Park guperv1sory)
dune 24, 1958
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APPENDIX I

HISTORIGAL AND MODERN PHOTOGRAFHS

( Seven)
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"The Main Street ( Shenandosh Strest), Harper's

Ferry, Va, - Zouaves on Mules = Contrabands

Hauling Guns = Officers lLounging, &c., October 16
(I862), -Sketched by our Special Artist, Mr, Bdwin
FOI‘be&»

From Frank Lesiie's Illustrated Newspaper, November 8,
1862, p, 109,
Harpers Ferry Negative No, HFw67

From right to left: Extreme righte Bldg. No,37, then
brick bldg, erected by William Anderson on Wager Lot
No, 51 in 1832; then Bldg, No, 38, with no doors;
Bldg, No, 403 a smell house on Wager lot No. 48, and
at extreme left: Bldg. No, 43,



[1E MALY STREEL, HARPER'S FEERY, VA.—ZOUAVES ON MULES—CONTRABANDS HAULING GUNS—OFFICERS LOUNGING, &C., OCTOBER 16,—SKETCHED BY OUR SPECIAL ARTIST, MB. EDWIN FOREES

summit :d‘ll:le view can ‘:io had of the V ngumnhl:;ne;y On them nlu who the Mh&mm me‘sdt:dth o ery of the tired | N
t ml sta ting wit e Federal llslltl m eir hearts’ con-
an \':n'l:m-] “rm%':leommnnw. < tent, ﬁnkingam pandemonium. inhabitants look like their ; A U B 0 R A F L 0 Y D e



Uriginal glass negative at Gettysburg N,M,P,
Harpers Ferry Negative No, HF-LO

This remarkable view was made after February 1862,
as the buildings which occupied the point were burned
and destroyed at that date, and are missing, thus
opening up this view of Shenandoah Street,

The first building visible at the end of the
iron R,R, bridge, over the wooden trestle work, is
Bldg, No, 12 (Bldg., No, 11 has apparently been burned
out), then across High Street is the large brick bldg,
standing on Yager Lot No, 51, next stands Bldg, No, 38,
then Bldg, No, 4O (with white walls and part of porch)
apparently burned out,

7 £






This is a blow of an area and made from Photograph
HF=l04

Harpers Ferry Negative No, 377-HF

Bldg, No, 12 , right at end of iron bridged Then
Brick Bldg, on Wager lot No, 51, next Bldg, No, 38,
then Bldg., No, 40 « burned out, and 2 portion of
Bldg, No,43 visible to the left.
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"Sh ocah St Fe Va,”

Original Glass Negative dit Gettysburg N.M.P,

Harpers Ferry Negative No, HF=35§

This photograph was made after February

1862 and probably before 1865, It was certainly
taken before 1889,

From ®kght to left: Brick bldg, on "ager lot

No, 51; then Bldg, No, 38 , contdining two stores,
Store No, 1(left) is a Grocery “tore, Store No, 2
(rignt) is a Hat, Cap and Haberdashery Shop operated
by G. L, Myers, DNote wooden shakes roof, shop
windows, and frame for awning., Next bldg, to
left(burned out) is Bldg, No, 40 and at the extreme
left is to be seen part of the end wall of Bldg,

NO. l‘BO






of Bldg, No, 38 ter of 1 6

Harpers Ferry Negative No, NHP-iLé
Photograph by E,M, Dale

Bldg, No, 38 in center, a portion of Bldg, No, 40
visible to left of No, 38, The door at the extreme
left in Bldg, No, 38 is to the alley that leads to
rear and on up the hill, The brick wall visible on
the right end of Bldg. No. 38 is all that remains today
of the large brick structure that was erected by

William Anderson on Wager Lot No, 51 in 1832,
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Northeast end of Bldg, No, 38- 1956

Harpers Ferry Negative No, NHF=i48
Photograph by A, W. ‘ranszen,

The brick wall is all that remainsof the brick
house erected by William Anderson on "ager “ot
No. 51 in 1832, The wall alsc serves as the
end wall for Bldg, No, 38,

«32=






Bldg, No, 39 = October 8, 1956

Harpers Ferry Negative No, NHF=i52
Photograph by A, W, ‘ranzen,

Ruins of Bldg, No, 39 (stone walls) in foreground,
To right of ruins are the metal roof and chimney

of Bldg, No, 38, To the left of the ruins is a
portion of the rear of Bldg, No, 37, lerge brick
building visible across High Street is Bldg, No, 12,
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