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·Historic Structures Report HARPERS FERRY 

I . BUILDINGS 4138 and 39, (TEARNEY BUILDINGS) 

Part Structure 

Project: 
Nature of, funds & f .y. programmed 

Sections: 
Admin. 

Called for 
Rec'd. --3-,2-m---4-CR_ev_i_s_e-d)-

'\. 

Called for 
--~----------------Rec'd. 

Architecture 
Called for ~ · 
Rec 'd. · --3-j-2 7-i'""rA""'_.-( .... <-Re-. v_i_s_e_d_) -

Called for 
--~----------------Rec'd. 

Called for 
---------------------Rec'd. 

Review: 
distributed Park 

Approved:· 

" EODC 4/9/64 
" WASO 
" Region 

Park 3/::fe /r I 
EODC ~JJIJ~y 
WASO . . :7';; 
Region tr-/·~(c;y 

Area 

No .-Class 

(Note: Cross-line accomplished items, with dates when done, received, 
etc. Crossline whole sheet, when report is over.) 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

H30-H 

Memorandum 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Eastern Office, Design and Construction 

Philadelphia, Pa. - 19106 ~ 

May 8, 1964 

To: Regional Director, Northeast Region 

Northeast 
Regipn 

MAY Ll 1 C.:64 

Maintenance 

Initial 

aad 

Date 

From: Chief Architect, EODC ~'; ~J:.:.~VP ~~~ 
llsst {l;e,' :f'·'r , (;o-1/'l!;l 

. ---
Subject: 

r~"l1l.1~<Jfit:,j ~,ssis. 
Historic Structures Report, Part I, Buildings """"w:I"'-=~~, ..... ---- · ·-
( Tearney Buirdings), Harpers Ferry i--t~--·-·----· --

~ ... $$,sL:";~ .J 
The subject report 
this office and is 
Smith this date. 

has been reviewed by the interested personnel of 

The Architectural Data Section was prepared by the Park Management 
Assistant rather than Mr. Franzen, therefore our review was delayed 
in order to make Mr. Franzen aware of the report and to obtain his 
views on the proposed alterations t~,,,uilding #39~.. . : , ... " 

<J : .· .:::/~ . i =f\.1-L11 !~:. -~/utAX ;\ 
Robert E. Smith 

cc: 
Assistant Director, Design and Construction 
Superintendent, Harpers Ferry 



GMFraney 
General 
Daily 
Area 

aec>r~e A. Palmer - -



Horth--.t i01l 
143 It !'htri treat 

Pblllldel t.a. Pa. • 19106 

,• APR 9 1964 
. '. 

Tot Cbt.f. 

fi_ C;t;;i~ioUl Director, l101'thuat a.at 

cer 

GMFraney 
;_;. General 

Daily 
Area 

toriC t tur• 1taport. Put l, ildti!P 138 aacl 39, 
~ ildiaga), &t.rpera el"E7 

11 ·• 1 51. 

e.a poaaible. 
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

Dl8 

Memorandum 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park 
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia 

March 25, 1964 

To: Regional Director, Northeast Region 

NORTHEAST 
REGION 

MAR 27 1964 

~~~-~.-~~2·:._b_. __ 
~2.tural fi.ist(.,ry 

Oper. & Maint. 
Ranger Service_s __ 

Asst. Reg. Dir-Rp 

N. P. & Rec. Area Pl. 

Plan. ~erv., 

Initial 

... a 
Date 

From: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry _L_an_ds_&_W_a_te_r ___ __J 

Subject: Revised Administrative Data and Architectural a a 

on Building No.39 

Enclosed please find four copies each of the Historic Structure 

Report, Section I - Administrative Data and Section III - Archi-

tectural Data, page 25 revised. These revisions were prepared 

by Management Assistant Clyde B. King. 

In duplicate 

Enclosures 

Joseph R. Prentice 
Superintendent 



/ 

"'-----·· 

Director Date 
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,. .- - . . . . . ' .... ' 

: . . . . . 
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•. . 

Subject: 

. ' 

REGIONAL DIRECTOR 1 S PLAN REVIEW 

February 27, 1964 ~ 3:00 P.M. 

Messrs. Lee, J. c. Crouch, Nelligan, Whitcraft, 

Savage, Negron, Ingham, Humphrey, Kimball, Lukens, 

Neubauer, Golub, Ingham, Willcox and Ed Crouch · 

Cape Cod - Cliff K.ay 1 s reply of February 18 to Regional 

Director 

Selected mAterial from the Master Plan will be sent to allow Mr. Kay 

to evaluate our development plan in the light of his special knowledge 

of geological engineering. Mr. Lee stated that he thought it would be 

fine if we could send some one up to talk to Mr. Kay in his Boston 

office. 

Subject.: 

Subject: 

Subject: 

Subject! 

Fort Necessity - Director's comments on Master Plan­

Deferred. 

_pagamore Hill - Director's comments on Master Plan -

Deferred. 

Package, Master Plnn Director's memorandum - Road to the 

Future and the Master Pl~n - Deferr~d. 

Federal Hall - Museum Curator's memorandum of Febr:Y§lrY 19, 

1964, to Dr. Nelligan - Bill of Rights Exhibit - Deferred: 
. 

. 

Mr~Coryell of EODC discussed proposed plans for work to.complete Rotunda, 

Bill of Rights Room, two north corridors and stair well prior to August 

. 9 dedication date. Generally, the proposed work was concurred in by Mr. 

Lee. Plans will be completed and advertised for bids concurrent with 

final review by the Regional Office. 

Mr. Lee suggested that Mr. Mulcahy of the Washington Office Museum Branch 

be asked to meet with Regional and EODC representatives to finalize design 

·.and placement requirements for the Washington stone on a permanent basis •.. 

Subject: Harpers Ferry - Preliminary Drawing NM-HF 3041, Underground 

Electric and Telephone Distribution Systems 

Approved by Mr .• Lee at 2:00 P. M., meeting iri EODC w.ith the recommendation 

that the man hol~ covers be reduced to a minimum size. See separate report 

this date. Superintendent Prentice recommended approval and is to initiate 

revision of Historic Building Report Part l, Buildings No. 38 and 39 -

Tearney Buildings, ijarpers Ferry. 

.i.' 

-~·-, 

· ... ",:,· 

i. 



;:;0~~;;;~:,;1:Et:3lli::·~~~~'.~l"::t;;};fl'k'f{cJ;0i.':::JLm:\:ir::il'i!f<ii:.i£:~;;;:,:'2#fr:Z.J:;~ . .:;;~.,:;;;~-~,:;t;;e;.'.'f',,,,;.i~:c;.~·'···· .. ,.-.......... ;.llli ••. :.:11;,;:;iJZ;.;;~·~",;.:ic.=c,;;.,..., .• ""-.:::>.·~"'""'·l>Ol~"-'·m"''~"";' 

-1· .. 7 
., 

·' 

l ) . ...__ 

Messrs. Hall and Saladik of EODC were invited for the review of 
Preliminary Drawing No. 3104 of Cape Cod. 

Subj~c!: Cape Cod Preli~inary Drawi!1S NS-CC 31042• Additional 
Par.ki!l!~, Race P~ 

Quite a bit of discussion evolved on the location as to the desirability 
of locating in at a lower elevation in the swale back of the sand dunes 
- Plan review deferred. 

Cape Cod Preliminary Drawing NS-CC 3106 - Access Ramp to 
Beach, Race Point 

Drawing was approved by Mr. Lee this date. 

Subject: 

Subject: 

Subject: 

Subject: 

Subject: 

Lincoln Boyhood - Preliminary Draw;tna NM-LB. 3017, Emploxee 
Housing and Utility Area - Deferred. 

Isle Royale - Preliminary Drawing NP,-IR 3139, Utility_ 
Shops and Storage Building, Mott Island - Deferred. · 

Cape Cod - Preliminary Drawing NS-CC 3017, Water 
Sewerage and Electric Utilities - Coast Guard Beach 
- Deferred. 

Fort McHenry - Prelimin~ry Drawing NM•McH 3020, Entral}_c~. 
Sign an<J V,isi.tor Center f\.pproach Sifil!._.:_[~rance an<L.__ 
yis!toli .... E!.cntcr A~~ Deferred. 

Independence - Part II - Architectural Data Section -
Old City Hall Restoration of Roof - Deferred. 
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gevtew o.~ ;It~~!!& tto., mi,:p 30411 ,Under15ro\1P,A.,E!!C?!=FJ....a 
!!le\. Tel!'lphpne Di:,str!bu~J:on s19.~e,Pl8. ·Ha9er4 .... ~)ilr£¥ ·£m,, 

.. hf)~~ ~·-Mt:~ JLiI;t' a Qff,J.~fo' .on Fe'.bruary 27 '" fy64 :: .. ;. ·. ··· 
. i' '.:' . ' -?. . . . .• . ,;~ ' . -,,. ".. ··;. 

j ~ ~.~ . i <" ;~. ·.-.,'· f ' ~I • • .• . ' ~' · '· ~· , ;.. ·i- 1 .-'( ·"' •• _.. '. · i ' '. 

'Present: from.;:EODC. Me.isrs.' Hall~ Reese $mi.th, Bob 6¢.t:li and : .. 
' S~~ey{'fram the. Northeast ~gional Offi(!'e, _M,,es$~s.; 

, J.iee., J~ ·O.· Cr<)uc11~ Wh~tcraft1 !Jelligan· and Eel Ci'Pucb; 
·,_ frCDl the Pa~k, Sjiperintend~nt P:rentice.. _f · ';. ,; ,, .~ _ 

. ' < ...• '? ': , ~'.,: ;' ·~ . ' }_ ' ' : > ,,;, ,• .. _• :· . • ·- l .. ' -• ··•'e t.ee st;!lte(· thatdae ,_,as;,."ven' ra~uctant.to ,,iolate the~ ··prin~iple 
:of. disb,U:bing' the histo:c:ic:;41 ruina' in ~rpers Ferry whiqh woulc:f be . _,,: ·: ,. 

;'done in the reconstruction 'of Building No. 39 as a tranaformer vault:'.ci?;·( '-: 
·:: fot:' the el.ect;~e. aiid telep'h6ne service.a. ' 7· - , , \ ·'.'" , ·• (:' 

1:c:4._;--_-~?./.; ~:~.: .;:~:'. _.~ .. : ~- .-.,.,..· _ _;.: ·
1 

.,~~'.·<·r~:-,:-~:-~·>>:~ · .. , .:: .. l" ~" ··_, ".·· ·.· ~~ ., ~~ ~· l'·~·~, .,'. ·.:. .· 

" ''.QP0n' b•iD.s ase'2ted' J>y)ti: •.. ~eny that ,tM.-- contracting !~er,, . Mr.,, 
'Y Mot~ .. st4te'd that ·it waa tl.Oc: · .. feas:l.b'le,, fr~ an engin.eed.11g{a;tait.~po1l\~:" 

ta loc4ue the. transformer vaUlt'in'.' the'·northwest _corner,,of the' Park:>', } ·" 
::,_i)ropexty dUe .:t9 ·the faCt dia,¢; t1le .,liu~ ,loss· on the power · ~µie~ ,•t .. · :, ) ," •, 

• ~'.:;, ;~b,at. df.stSlnc~. would require eiitfa 'large ca.ble·.sizes -OJ:, ~be pla~e4'ell~ ··';;'. i 

.. :::f"pj: .. separate transfc>ime~~ _tn seyeral l>~ldinga. ··-. , .. , . . .. t ··--" 
'I .... ; 'f; )'. '-'.<;. :'f' ~.· .. ···~·· ;· • ·.. ·~:~ :-. · •,_, , ... ··~ : \7. ·~ .. ' -~ ."·~:- < • .. \! • ··. '. -, . I~ •• ; • '> ·\ '. ~~it! ~.·-.. ~:-. ·, ,_. :::y"f' ~· .. ~~ 

;, WJtQ ·ttie·above· tnfo~t;io~,,··M;.:;_~e reluctantly'' conceCled ·that b.9' wo'.'"i~-'. 
; ''l{ave. to 'fPProve the pl41·LaS-\is,, with the recommen~tion. ~t the~ 

ho1e cover3 -be-nduced to".t; .• :cnin1.m\Cil sige:. · · · · " _,,. 
:'t.:· .-.-:1 ' •·. .· : . . , ~ '"- ,'r' '-~· ,.• c; ,~: .t .,. ,;.. ,;._ . • : . , 

.,. c' • ~' •;,,' ~- ./' . J • • • .• • • . • .- i:>:: ·' • ~:. ~' . 

· .. '-'~£&.:·to 't~a'iijetiq .~ bgio~i,· personnel .. ~viewe~ ~,,Pl•.·~. th9:~:>,f: 
·; "pre,c~dinS"'·day "wtth supe~t.n~nd~nt .-f'i:ent:Lce-~·,_,_ .. " . . , - ·{ . . > ._ , .. · ;;;~>~ 
~ ""? ·~ -.... :.~ ~ \ ·~. ,.. -_:.:<· 

"·""" {' ' i;.-· ' -~·"".{' ;.< .. 'l- \1, { 
~ .\:', . 

;_, .... 

. :/-'. :" .; ., ... 

;.:-. ··t 
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Memo-,andum 

l' 

i' 

! : 
ii 
~ I 

legion t~ve 
421 Waln'lt!,treet 

1'hilade1phi4i6,. Pa. 

October 1. ii959 

To: Su'"int~ndent, Harpet."a fe~ry llattonal Monwnent 

~:'< 

•· H2215 

~--""-

"<f ;. 
Se~ect: Research Projecta Noe •. :!•~ and Hr•66 (Bldg$. 38, 39, 40) 

J We ac .. cept the judgment .of .Supervisor. y h•k llistor:f.an 
sne~l as presented i.n your aemor .. of June 3 and 4;, .However. 
one~ again, w th~ that the full l'ta.-t 11 Historic Sta&Qture 
Svlijrey llepo1tts on these buU41ng& ~d have brief htstorieal 

ions incorporating the subaJtoc•iof the changes noted in 
. . ..... 4-. and tuch other data.! photogl'aphs1 and maps aa •Y 
b -. time of:. their preparation ,.... to be pertinent t Accord .. 

•
11:, we retun the. maps enclosed With your memoranda. 

ln·duplicate 

ktaehmenta 

'i 

~'.arnes/mm ; " F 

'.,P;;#-~.~::_.::.;.F"'""'' 
General .P 

Daily 
Area 

·.·~;· .. } .. 

~i.) Qaai~I J • .Tobin 

' l>aniel i. T~~in 
Reg!~ Director 

_J 



·, 

-I- ··-1,j:~ I 
·~' 

. , 
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a.&f.oa Siw 
4ll Walmlt SW•t 

lhf.ladel,..,.. '· la. 

~t as. ltJ& 

to); i~lnt~. ~ Feh'J lati~ ~1 

rt-.~ l6$1onal DU.OCOJ' 

$9jeet: !UJJto'l.'k JUUd1.• a.,_.t lo• tuildUf&• 38 ...... 
~fen, 

mo. 

~\a «ft pleued t<> ~ ti. ftbJect c~ tor: &r' 
~I ~y~ tbat the f"OJeel bi lW~ e $tab!U.u;tictl (#f 

. the mu t;f ~l.4taa 139 w .. ~di<m ef tbe ~i.<a @f 
~1~ 13& to :ita hiehl'te putod ~. 1*t that d~tcd . .a~n 
aa tile UM .-4 nfuni*i.Q&tf Of ~ latiffl' WIJ.dt.113 116 def•tt• 
unUl U. o'*""'-1.l pl• fEJr thi: •~ of all Dui.1d1- ha ~ 
4"t•~~ .. 

- dupl~tie 

CofY to~ ~hi' 
~.hitaf t ~Ole 

(Sgd.) Daniel JI, Tobirp 

DaM.d J. Tobin 
le&loul »Lrac-. 

Operations (Atten. Mr. Nelson) 

MHNelligan/~.,, 

General~­
Daily 
Area 



IN REPL. Y REFER TO: 

H30-D --UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 
Rf!GION FIVE 

July 8, 19 ~I 

1-i 
1--1 

Memorandum 1--

To: Regional Director, Region Five 

From: Acting Chief of Design and Construction 

Subject: Historic Buildings Report for Buildings 38 and 39, 
Harpers Ferry 

JUL 141,58 
REG. 01 RECTOR 

ASST. REG DIR. 

OPERATIONS 

INTERPRETATION-

ADM 

.!f:; IR£5. i"ll.Alri 

lfMll!'llGEll<' lll!Ci''S 

We are returning two copies of the Report for Buildings 38 

and 39, Harpers Ferry National Monument, with copies of correspondence 

which inadverte~tly were sent to the Director with your memorandum of 

July 2. 

Attachments 2 

Copy to: Chief, EODC (2) 
Supt., Harpers Ferry 

Paul McG. Miller, Acting 
Chief of Design and Construction 

_ .. 

'"'"~l AND . 

D.D,T" 

-1 
I-· ! i 

I--! 
i---;..- ' 

j 

1-- ; 

.•. 
' -. 

; 
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

r'""W>-. ~ 

July 8, 

Memorandum 

To: Regional Director, Region Five 

From: Acting Chief of Design and Construction 

Subject: Historic Buildings Report for Buildings 38 and. 39, 
Harpers Ferry 

ReGION FIVE 

JUL 141,58 

Ferry NationaJ. Monument, has been reviewed by the interested Divisions 

in the Director's Office and is satisfactory. This Office concurs in 

the proposal to stabilize the ruins of Building 39 and to restore the 

exterior of Building 38 to its appearance;·, in the 1859-65 period. 

Copy to: Chief, EODC (2) 
Supt., Harpers .. Ferry 

Paul McG. Miller, Acting 
Chief o~ Design and Construction 

INITIAL 
ANO 

DATJ:, 



l/i/58 . 

· 38 &, .39 (Tearil~y .• ~ldgs.) 

.ATTACH COMME~TS 

- - .. . '' 

:.::_·~-.;.:~.,_ ___ · ____ _:.2\ _ ------·~·~..._:_: -- -_:~·- ····- ---·------'----'-'~----- --·- ---- . . _._._:_,_ ______ -- ··-··---- -=--~-- ---



Memorandum 

To: 

Prom: 

Subject: 

UNITED STATES 
\ __ _ 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Harpers Ferry National Monument 
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia 

June 30, 

Regional Director, Region Five 

t IN REPLY REFER TO: 

~~ 
i: 
f· 

' 

f 
1952 

. ~ 

~ 
[ 

~I flVE rnn-1 
"· . l\"·'~ 

JUL 1 - 1958 1 
0;'1 

_
1
1 REG. DIRECT01' 1-.. 

ASST. REG DIR - -----
, OPERATIONS 

-· --ET..;f~ --- --~-ADM. 
- --~----·~- .....--.4 

Ri;:C RES. PLA.il 
RANGER AC!:·:;;---· -

L;;;;,:,14f.;.;..:,,. .. _.,._. ~-' . 

Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument 
. 

Historic Building Report, Part I, for Buildings. No. 38 and 39. 
Research Project No. HF-19. 

Enclosed please find four copies of the Historic Building 
Report, Part I, for Buildings No. 38 and 39, 33 pages, and dated June 24, 1958. 
Historian (Park Supervisory) Charles W. Snell has written the Historical 
and Architectural Data Sections and The Administrative Data Section 
has been prepared by me. 

In duplicate 

Enclosures 

Prank: H. Anderson 
Superintendent 
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' . \..__,,./ 

• 

~.· 

llegion Five 
421 Walnut Street 

Philadelphia 6, Pa. DIV. OF DESIGN-I 
AND CONSTRUCTION ,! 

JUL 3 195(: I 
July 2, 19 I Vint ---., 

-riti6rre11 
/~Wier---; 

Memorandum 
/ S3uer--i 
I sutfon ' 

To: Director I 

Prom; Regional Director 

Subject: Historic Building Report for Buildings 38 & 39, 
Harpers Ferry National Monument · 

In accordance with the procedure outlined in FO•ll•56 
dated February 16, 1956, attached for your consideration is the 
Historic Building leport for Buildings No. 38 and 39 (Tearney 
Buildings). Harpers lorry National Monument, prepared by Super• 
intendent Anderson andHistoi"ian Snell. By copy of this memo• 
randum• we are forwarding a copy of the repor.t to EODC fol' review 
and comment. ~"LU... 

The report should be reviewed by no later th~ ~.u~! . ..!!,·_'. ~'t... 
Our comments will follow. - ~ ~.-.~~ 

~~4~ 
~ 

In duplicate 

Attachment 

Daniel J. Tobin 
Regional Director 

Copy to: Chief, IODC, w/c report 
Supt., Harpers Ferry 
Operations (att. Mr. Nelson) 

MHNelligan/cp 

·General/ 
Daily 
Area \ 

~.~ y ~ 



3 

APPROVAL SHEET 

Recommended: 
Director 

Recommended: 
t'egional tiirector 

. Recommended: 
Chief, E.o.n.c. 

Approved: 
Superintend.ant 

Harpers FerriJ National Monument 

' _.. 



Mr. Whitcraft 
Programs 

MHNellig n/pf 
General 
Daily 
Area 

MAY ZB 1964 1¥: 
G~f 

(S1d.) Ronald f. Let 
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! 

A~ Ill! •!!1 !f!!lil!r d. Bu&lNra• 
Dd.ldil\9 lo. It ta an outlaildia9 behind the '.leaney 
.,~# (Ith 38) 

B. PQR!.!!$1 PH d l!D!.W:.t• 
u .. r Jttl8IQI ti pl~ J.t hu -. l'IMflll••lted that till• 
•tnotun akall be •fled to k•• tl\e Mia tnaefoDIC'• fot' 
the ld.atorio towa of Ba..-. fury. th• uteri• will aaft 
tlte ._. • .,,,.._,. .. aad .-.Al 11aea ot the historic .truohn 
With •• llOClttl•ti-. in ••• u •• recauued to ho.i• tll• 
utlliti••• !he interior will be oloaed to th• public. 

c. •mti&s .. bl Pl!!!Silt. ·~ ,1»ll!i11• 
Openti• tu• w1U be wttlli• the eleetrlc aeniee aharvea 
I• the· ara. tile OCllUiiaiat' •f all ltleatrio •ni•• u•r. 
•• aetu ••t• will ,,_.-.. • arri.a9 to the CO'N...,_t. 
JkiateMn• will be within nplu eppropi-tatiou. 

It 1• eetillated that the coutiuatioa ••t of n.t•rtn• the 
-.n.or Ud •rootU. 1411 i. p,oeo.•t 

) 



· . .,} 

To reatore the exterior of Bldg'. le.31 to lta 1'59-&! flppMZ­

uca, the pneent tia roof aat be remted and nplaeed 111 th 
1. - '!,'-' 

a .eden #hake• roof• •• down in Photoqr&ph BF-3S. The fir at 

floor windl>wa. with exterior ba.y windDwe. should 41• bit re­

stored on the heai• •f the .._ :phot09raph. The iaterior par­

tlttoa wall on the first floor# which oriqln.&lly dt:ri•d that 

floor iato two Pope an «tao be reeonetructed. the interior 

of the aecond floor 1• &ppllntntly atill much u 1 t was la the 

18$9-65 puiod Wt will requir•:~~Utation. eepedally if 
·' . 

. ·:.·· .. J ... 
!he third floor will aot be e:rhibited u.d tunfore will r.... 

tre.nsfor.taer Mu.l ta. Any .,..,.eoftfo.rmim;J ua of the int.1trior 

al\611 be •ereead froRl public Tiew ae ooiapletely aa poeeil>le. 

'!'he buildiNJ will not be ope• to the public. 

Clyde B • .tinq 
~meat Asaletant 
Much 25, 1964 

25 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

I'( REGION FiVE l INITIAL 
i AND 

Harpers Ferry National Monument 
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia 

JUN5 - 1959 /om 1 
REG. DIRECTOR i==i 

I- -
ASST. REG D!R. 

!-1-· i 

June 3, 1959 
·l I OPERATIONS 

Z1 J;:i;;;w""~:Ju !6i2fl 
-l"ADI~~ 7 i 1-1 REC RES. PLAN 

RAf'!GER .~CT2_ 

Memorandum iZ rn'.'.-."': 
Ni\I ::!:!!S· 
Archeo. - Pub I. To: Regional Director, Region Five 

- Mu.seum 

From: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monum ent Sec'y. -
SUnject: Research Project No. HF-68, Historic Bldg. Report, [p., I+ 

II, Historical Data Section for Bldgs. No. 38 and l.9. 

Historian Charles W. Snell has carefully reviewed the 
"Historic Building Report, Part I, Historical Data Section, for 
Buildings No. 38 & 39, The Tearney Buildings;" dated June 24, 
1958, 33 pages, and recommends that the report be accepted as the 
Part II-Historical Data Section for Bldgso No. 38 and 39 after 
the minor revisions listed below have been made to the Part I 
report. 

1. Revisions 

A. Use of Store No. 21 1853-;1858, pages 13-14, 20. Delete 
references to F. C. Conrad being located in Store No. 2 of Bldg. 
No. 38. Subsequent research has revealed that Mr. Conr~d8 s busi­
ness was located in Store No. 2 of Bldg. No. 43 from 1848 until 
March, 1852, (See Snell, c. W., ''Historic Building Report, Part 
I, fox Building No. 43, The McCabe-Marmion Building," dated July 
9, 1958, pp.10-11. Also Snell, C. W., "Historic 'it.ilding Site 
Survey Report for Bldgs. No. 41 and 42, The James' McGraw Lot or 
Wager Lot No. 48,"."_dated July 28, 1958, pp.13). It thus appears 
that Mr. Conrad's.place of business was never located in Bldg. 
No. 38. 

Bo Use of Store No. 21 1858-1861, pp.15, 20. Delete references 
to John G. Ridenour's store being located in Shop No. 2 of Bldg. No. 
38.· Subsequent research {see Snell, C. W., "Historic Building Report, 
Part II-Historical Data Section, for Bldgs. No. 9 and 8, The Gerard 
B. Wager Buildings," dated March 18, 1959, pp.10-11) indicates that 
Mr. Ridenour's place of business in the 1858-61 period was situated 
in Bldg. No. 9. 

I 
(\:::'.\_ .L 
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C. · Conclusion, Store, No. 2, 1853-1861.: These deletions indicate 
that no record of use has been established for Store No. 2 of Bldg. No. 
38 in the 185.3-61 period. No further evidence has been found that throws 
any light on who may have occupied this store at the time of the John 
Brown raid in 1859. 

2. Additions 

A. Use of Store No. 1, 1858-59: The issues of the Virginia Free 
Press for April 28, 1859, p.2, c.6 and September 29, 1859, p.3, c.7, in­
dicate that Michael Tearney, who operated a grocery store located in 
Shop No. 1 of Bldg. No. 38, also ran a butcher shop in conjunction with 
his other line • 

B. 1894 Ma2: Attached to this memorandum are four copies of the 
"Sanborn-Perris Map of Harpers Ferry, Jefferson Co., W. Va.," dated 
November, 1894. This is the earliest map that has been found, drawn to 
accurate scale, that shows Bldgs. No. 38 and 39. It will be noted that 
the map indicates that Bldg. No. 38 was divided into two sections at 
that date. Mr. Snell suggests that the 1894 map be inserted into Part 
I report as Appendix II, pages 31 and 32 of that report. 

C. Additional Photographs 

1. An 1895 view, Photograph HF-99, showing the roofs of Bldgs. 
No. 38 and 39, will be found on page 25 of Charles W. Snell's "Historic 
Building Site Survey Report for the Noah H. Swayne Lot '(Wager Lot No. 
51)," dated July 24, 1958. 

2. An 1896 view, Photograph HF-96, showing the roofs of Bldg. 
No. 38 and 39, will be found on page 90 of Arthur L. Sullivan's "History 

of Wager Lots No. 17 to 34; 178~1869,
0 

r~Jk~ 

In quadruplet 

Attachments 

Frank H. Anderson 
Superintendent 

___ _j 
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SE:CTION II • HISTIJRlCAL DATA 

l. OW~fi"'JtsHIP OF THE LAND, lS.35 to 1$65 

On April 21 H~35 the Circuit Superior Court of I.aw and Chancery 

for Jefferson County, Virginia, appointed Commissioners nto lay oft 

and divide into three equal lots and parcels, the real estate at 

Harper's Ferry which descended to James B. Wager, Gerard B. Wager, 

and Salley Ann Wager, now Salley Ann Swayne, the wife of Noah H. Swayne, 
1 

from their father, John i'4ager (~r~), deceased.., 11 The property thus being 

divided at Harpers Ferry was eomtnonly known as the 11 Wager Six Acre · 

Reservation°, an island of land in private ownership, surrounded on all 
2 

sides by land owned by the United states Government. 

On October 10, 1835 the three Commissioners reported to the Court: 

"To Gerard B. V'iager we allot and assign the :f'ollowing lots as designated 

G.B.i,:. & numbered in the annexed plat, to wita Lots noo 2-3-4-6-12-14-
3 

18-21-22-29-30-32-34•36-.38-43-49-50..52 & 560 n 

Thus in 1835 Gerard B. Hager became the owner of ~~ger Lot Noo 50 

. and it is upon !Dt No. 50 that Bldgse Noo 38 and 39 stand today. (See 

1835 Plat on page 2 of this report). 

On February 8, lS,39 Gerard B. Wager and his wife, Ellen A., exchanged 

land with Noah H. and Sarah Ao Swa.3-ne; this rf::sulted in the enlargement 

of Wager Lot No. 50 and the reduction in size of 'Wager Lot No. 520 The 

1. Gi.bson,etc. Vs Wager,etc. Decree, Deed Book 29,pp.li~O-l.41. Jefferson 
County Court House, Charles Tm.in, \\lest Virginia.. 

2. lS,'.35 Plat: 0 The Wager Six Acre lteservation, Draw by James M. Brown, 
s.G.C., '' in Deed. Book 29, 1847-48,, p.140., See page 2 of this reporto 
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Swaynes paid the ~vagers $100 and gave them the followinJ land from 

Wager Lot No. 51 to be included as a part of Lot No. 50: 

0 •• eso much o.f Lot number fifty-one(51) in the said town of Harper's 
.Perry a.a lir{es_ between the brick \)uilding on said lot Cihis · was the two 
story brick structure_ereeted on \"Jager lot No. ;1 by ~1lliam Anderson, 
under a lease, in lf!.J~)The line of the adjoining lot No .. fifty (50) 
running back from the Shenandoah Street to the rear line of said brick 
building and the width of said space five feet !urther •• o It is hereby 
understood & a.greed that the aaid Gerard B. Wager shall MViet the privilege 
of building_against the end wall of said brick building {!:.,hat was located 
on lt:>t No. 5!) without paying tor the use of end wall the'f;:eot:/ ••• u 4 

For the land thus added to Wager Lot No. 50 .from lot !.Jo. 51 in 1$391 

see the green colored area shown on the plat on page 2 ot this report. 
. \, 

The original frontage of Wager lot No. ~O on Shenandoa,h Street in 1a3; 

had bl':len 37 f'eet and 4 inches; by the 1B39 exchange this frontage was 

increased to approximately 42 feet in width. 
'"; 

On May l, 1840, for the sum of $1,;00, Gerard B. 'ager sold to 

George Mauzy and 59 other men: 

n ••• a certain lot or piece of land lying & being at Harper's Ferey, 
, •• situated on Shenandoah Street, and known & designated on the plat of \ 
the land of the heirs of John Wager deed ~number (50) fifty, being . 
adjoining the lot owned by Thom.as Hughes (!!,ho owned Wager J..ot No. 49 \ 
and Bldg. l~.4Q) and a.lso another piece or parcel or land lying & beiri$ 
in the same 'L'own ••• , situate on said t~henEtndoa.h Street, and adjoining 
said Lot number fifty, & being so much of the lot designated on the plat 
a.tor,esaid, as number fifty one (51) as was conveyed to the ~aid Gerard ; 
B. 'ager, by a certain deed be~ing date on the Sth day or 2ebruary 1$39 
from Noah H. Swayne & Sa.rah A. wwa:yne his ird.te .. o u 5 

The 60 men apparently paid Wa~er $JOO itt cash and ea.ch further agrnd to 
6 

pay him #20 a. piece, thus prov:...ding the remainin& necessary $1,2000 

4. Deed of Exchange, February S, li!39, Deed Book 231 pp.286-287. 

5. Deed of B.& s., hfiay 1,18401 Deed Book 25, pp.19-20. 

6.Deed of Trust, May 1,1940, Deed Book 24, pp.324-325. 
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The 60 men, however, failed to meet the terms of the sale and the 

lot was therefore offered for sale at public auction in February 1844. 

Gerard B. Wager repurcha.aed the lot for $1, 210, buying up 58 shares of 

the lot for $20 each and paying $25.00 a piece to George Mauzy and 

William J. staph.ens, the onl.T two men who had p8.id their full share 
7 

or the purchase price. 

On March 24, 1844 Gerard B. Wager sold the northeast half of Wager 

lot bl'o. 50 to Patrick Kelly tor $600 (see map on page 5 of this· report) .. 

The deed for this sale reads in part:: 

" ••• a certain lot or parcel of land lying and being a.t Harper•!. Ferry 
••• , upon_Shenandoah Street, a~ adjoining the brick store house {S'l Wager 
.Let No. 5!) belonging to N. H. ~yne & wife, now in the possession and 
occupancy of A. s. Stephens {the said iot herein conveyed, being part of 
the lot designated on the map or plot of the lands of the heirs of John 
Wager, deed as No. 50, and so much of the lot d.esigna.ted on said plat as 
No. 51 a!_ W!,S conveyed to _said wager by a deed bearing date the 8th da;y 
of July(_si,g), from N. H. bwayne and wife .... ) and th& ea.id lot hereir1 
conveyed is contained \4.ith the metes and bou.nds following, commencing at 
a point_on 5henandoah ;;;1treet, the_sout.h corner of the foresaid brick 
house {!_oeated on Wager Lot No. 5!)1 antl running in & straight line with 
the front of said house, up said street twenty feet and thence running 
back up the hill about 90 feet to an iron bar in the hillside, and thence 
in a straig,ht line thirteen_ feet to the western corner ot_the frame 
building ~located on Wager J..ot No,., 62, part of B~dg. t~o, • .37.) now occupied 
by Alfd. Andrews as a kitchen, thence along the North ~stern boundary 
of said lot No. 50, to a point in said boundary, five .t,eet west ot the 
western S!,Orner or the brick building before mentioned(!,oca.ted on ,..ager 
Lot No.5!), thence to the corner of said building and along its gable 
end to the beginning. And it ia understood and agreed upon between these 
parti_!s, that an alley four feet wide, two feet to be taken from each 
12,t (!:_hat is, from the northeast half and the southwest halVfJIS ot lot No. 
5Q) is to be left between the lot herein conveyed and that lying on the 
South western side ot it, which alley shall run baek suff'ieiently far, 
and shall be so laid out as to afford convenient access :trom the Shenandoah 
Street to the rear of each lot and shall be common to both. .And it is 
also understood that the small space of vacant ground lying between the 
back part or th0" lot herein co~yed and the alley running up the hill 
back of said lot shall also be common to both lots ••• 11 8 

7. JJeed of B. &. s., lebruar;r 12, 18441 lleed Book 271 pp.2.35•236. 

·.· fa 8. Deed of B.&.S., March 201 1844, Deed Book 27, p.15.5; also Deed ot 
\___ Trust, Na.roll 201 1044, Deed Book 27, pp.l.J+J-144. 
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Tracing baaed on NMHF-3055 

Showing the Sale and Dirleion o! Wager Lot 50 
in March 1844. 

Red areaa Southweet h&l! ot lot sold b7 Gerard B. 
Wager to ldward Tearne7 and Peter ~le. 

Blue aru 1 Northeast halt ot lot sold by Gerard B. 
Wager to Patrick ·Ke.11,-. 



Two days later, on '"''"arch 22, 1$441 Gerard B. Wager sold the southwest 

halt of Wa..ga!r lot No. 50 to Fdward Tearney and Peter Lytle for $600. 

This deed read in part: 

11 
••• a certain lot or parcel of land lying and being at Harper's 

f'erry ••• , on Shenandoah street, between the lot of f'atnck Kelly(which 
W!,S the northee,st half of !ager Lot No. 5Q) and the.t of wJ.lliam Chambers 
(!,!ho owned Wager Lot No. 42)1 and fronting upon said street twenty feet 
two inches, e.ed running back to the alley (in rear of said lot) which 
leads to the atholic Church. 'fhe lot herein conveyed be.ing all that 
lot or parcel of land designated on the map or plat of the lands of 
John u

1
ager, deed at ~rs Ferry as No. 50 (n~ber .fifty) except so 

much thereof a.s was conveyed by said . 'era.rd B, Wager & Ellen A. Wager 
to f'atrlek Kelly by a deed bearing date the 20th day of .l:-"arch 1£!44. 
(And it ia agi'eed between the parties hereto that an alley four teet 
wide shall be le.ft between the lot herein conveyed and that of said 
Kelly, two feet to be taken from each lot, and shall extend back suffic­
iently far and shall be so laid out as to afford convenient access from 
Shenandoah Street to the :rear of each lot and shall be common to .Both) ••• '* 9 

Thus in March 1S44, Gerard B. ~ager sold the northeast hall of 

lot ilJo. 50 to Patrick Keilf for $600 and the southwest half' to EAtward 

Teamey and Peter Lytle for ~t>OO; the total thus paid for ~ager lot 

No.50 in 1844 was $1,2000 These three gentlemen still owned thie 

property in 1S65o 

21 ,YSE OF WAGER LOT NO. 501 f-824 to lS~,2-t. 

In l.i'abruary 1824, Catherine ~4ager, the widow of John ¥•ager, Jr., 

and her eldest son, John Bo ~ager, leased Uaniel Ao Weed a lot of 

ground which was later known as wager I.ot No. 49. This agreement, 

in locating Wead.•s lot, read in part: 

' 1· •• , the. said Wagers agree that the said !,eed shall have a lot of _ 
ground situated between Dr. God.frey!,s shop (J.oaated :>n VUager lot No. 4§!) 
and Jacob R0 Thomas •s stone stable(!,ocated on •aa.ger .Lot No. 5Q.) ••• n 10 

9. Deed of B. & s., March 22, 1844, Deed Book Z'/1 pp.156. 

100 Articles of AgreEmtent, February 18241 Deed Book 12, p.513. 

- 6 -



A year later, in 1825, in selling one halt of Bldg. No., 40 and Lot 

No. 49 to Otis Dudley, Daniel A. Weed located his property as follows: 

n ••• situated on the street usually known as Shenandoah, i'iarper ts 
Ferry - between the house former3¥ occupied by Dr. G. Weise•s druggist 
shop- and the stone st.~ble attached to the hotel Cihe Harpers Feru 
Hotel, then located on ~ager lot No. 15, subdivisions l, 2, 3 and 4t) then 
in the occupancy ot Jacob R. Thomas ••• n ll 

From 1824 until a.bout 18)2 Wager Lot No. 50 was thus occupied by 

a atone stabl• that was used 1n connection :with the oper&tion of the 

Harpers Ferry Hotel. In June 1$30, Captain Meriwether Thompson, 

proprietor of the hotel, announced: "This well known establlahment having 

la:teJ.T undergone considerable rep&irs, to render it more comfortable ••• 
' 12 

There has be-en a spacioua new atone stable added to the premises ••• n 

On July 6, 1832 Jamee B. '*ager, Gerard B. ~'lager and .:)a.rah Ann Wager 

leased what was later known ae ~ager Lot No. 51 to William and ~amuel 

a. Andersono Thia seven year lease provided for the eonstruction ot a 

large brick building on this lot by the Andersons, and .further stated: 

0 lt is understood and agreed upon that the stable upon the premises 

(~ctually located on what ~-as later called Wager 1ot No. 5Q) hereby 

demised shall be delivered into the possession or the said Anderson 

on the first day ot April next (!:s;j) 1 the said stable being a. part of 
13 

the property hereby leased ••• • 

The ~ersons constructed the brick structure on "ager '4>t No. 51 as 

agreed and operated a store in this building until May or June of 1839. 

At the termination or their lease in 1839, they then moved into their 

llo Bill of ~ale, ,fuly 29, 1825, Deed Book lit., pp. 29-30. 

12. Virginia Free Press, June 16, 1330, p.J,c.;. 

- 7 -
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'----· newly constructed store, now known as Bldg. No. ll, which was loeated 
' 14 . ' 

on Wager Lot No.15, subdivision No.2. thus from April 1, lSJ3 to 

May orJ\.Ule 1$391 . the stone stable occupying Wager Lot No. 50 was 
15 

leased and us•d. by the Andersons. 

A general])lan or this etone sta.bl~ located on Lot No. 5o, as it 

appeared 1n 18'~, will. be found on the map t •r&.rpers Ferey Shewing the 

location of the Winchester and .Potomac liailroad, urawn by l.ieut. White, 

Allen and R.s. Smith, u •. s. ~. under the direction of Jamee lt~a.rney, 
16 

Lt. Col. and T •. E, lS.35, .Map No.2 {S13e page 9 of this report). 

The cQining•xpiration date ot the lease on t.be stable, due in ~Y or 

June of 1839, Undou.btedl.Ta.ocounts in pa.rt for the exchange of lan<i made 

between the 0.~ard B. wagers and the Swayne• in F•bruary 18.39, including 

the right to build on to th• end wall of the. brick house standing on 

Wager Lot No.. 51. Once free ot the Anderson leasehold, Gerard B,. Wager 

(Jould thus improve lot No., 50 at will. On May l, 1840 Mr. Wager sold . 

lot. No. 50 to 60 men for the sum of '/, $1,500. This price indicates that 

Lot No. 50 wa.s still occ~pied b;y the old stable, as the price paid was 

much too low for a. lot with a good mercantile building standing on it. 

let No. 49, for example, containing :Bldg. No. 40 - a two story stone 

building with $tore and living quarters, was eold tor $3,000 in 1835 

• ' 17 
and !or $2,3$0 in 1841. 

li. ~pers i'em Constitutionaliet, i;.l•pteinber 11, lSJ.9, p.l. 

15. Yir&inia,Pree Press, Se2tem'ber 14, 1837, p.J,c.;. Thomas Hughes, 
armouncing the move ot hie store into Bldg. Bo.40, stated he was loeated 
in Htbe stand on Shenandoah Street, lately O¢cup1ed by Mr.. Charles Staley, 
next st.ore weet of Menrs. Wn. &. B.B • .Anderson," thus indicating that 
the Bldg. located on lot t-lo. 50 was still being used as a. stable. 

16. National Archives &.G.77-Liecords ot the ottiee of the Chief of Engineers, 
Fortification ~p File, Part of lflap: Dr.150-Sheet 82-2 

· 17. Deed,Ms.reti 1,1837. Deed Boo}( 2l1 ppa428-29; Deed ,July 31,1841,Deed. Book 

No" 25, pp.215-2l6e . 6 -o• 
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As has been alreaiJ:7J noted, the 60 men paid $:300 in cash. and by 

February of 1S44 had atill tailed to pa.y th.a $11 200 still due to Gerard 
B. wager for the lot. Under the terms of the deed if this c'Ondi tion 
arose, the property was to be offered tor sale at puhlie .auction. The 
following advertisement therefore appeared in the newspaper: 

"By virture of a deed of trust, lst May lS.40 to Rebert 1'.ucas, Trustee, will sell on Feb. 101 1$44 

"The House and Iot,at Harpers Ferry,, now occupied as a groceeyatore by E-'lr. Hiram Carney~ This property consists or Lot ?~o. 50 and part ot No. 51. Possession will be given April 11 1844, and the purchaser 'Will, until that time, be entitled to the rent aoeuring1 at the rate ot $100 per annum. Feb,. 111844.u lS 

It thus appears .that the old atone building standing on Wager lot No. 50 
was used a.a a stable from 1824 until at least May or June of 18)9. Some-
time after this date the etrucb.tre was converted into a grocery store 
and from at least April l, 1843 until March .31, 1$.44. Wd.S occupied for 
this purpose by Hiram Carney. 

Gera.rd Bo Wager repurchased the old house and lot on February 121 
18441 bidding $1,210 for the property; this price again indicates that 
no great improvement had been ma.de to the property i..~ the period 1840-1$44. 
3. Q.PNSTRUCTION OF' BLDG. 002 ~g - 1$M: 

Gerard B. Wager, in his exchange or land with the S'Wa.1Jlee, undoubtedly 
had in mind the erection of a new building on Viv.gar let No. 50 aa early 
as Februaey 8, 1839 :1 as was sholrnl. by his. obtaining the right to build 
against the wall of the brick structure standing on lfiag.er lot :No, 51~ 

... 10 -



It is also evident from the prices pa.id for Lot No, 501 - about $1,200 
at each sale, in 1840, February 1844, and again in .t'1arch 1844., that no 

new building had been erected on the land. in that period. Firml ' 

evidence supporting the theory that Bldg. No• 38 was constructed after 
March 1844 is to be found in Gerard Bo Wager• s provision in the deeds 

for a four root ldde alley to be left between the northeast and south-
19 

west halves of let No. 500 The wording of these two d~s indicates 

that this allq was to be established in the future. As the building 

actually stands tOday, this alley is located on the south~st end of 
the lot, between one of the f§lrst tloor walls .or Bldgo No.0 JS and.the 
wall of Bldg. No.' 40, thus indicating that the spirit of the deeds, 

but not the letter, of the agreement was ee.rried out. It is possible, 

ot course, that t-he original alley was located. in the center of the 
structure, and then mov~d at a later date to its present location, but 
on the basis ot such photographic evidence as HF-35, this se9lll.S rather 
doubtful. 

It therefore appears that l3ldgo Noo 38 was constructed jointly by 

Edward Tearney, Peter I.wtle and Patriek Kelly in 1844. The present 

layout of the second floor and Photograph HF-35 indicates that the 
structure was originally divided into two independent sections, based 
no doubt on the division of the 1.ot into two halves, as was set forth 

in the lS44 deeds. Bldg. Noo3S, as constructed in 1844, was apparently 

a two and one-halt story brick structur$, fronting approxt.mately 41 teet 
and nine inches on Shena.nd.oah Street by 30 feet in depth. The original 

190 See the evidence already cited on pages 31 41 and 6 or this reporto 
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root, judging by Photograph HF-35, wm.s wooden sbgkes~ The £irat floor 
of Bldg. No. 38 was divided into two.separate stores and the upper 
floor a.nd a half was also separated ir1to two independent sections, each 
designed for use as a set of living quarters. This sums up the doc\U.i1ent ... 
ary evidence that has been found relating to the construction or Bldg0 

No documentary evidence whatsoever has been fouzld relating to the 
construction of the small stone building now known as Bldg. Wo.391 

which is located in the rear of Bldg~ No.3SQ However, as there is no 
mention of a house being located on Lot No. 50 in the ..,a.areh 1844 deeds, 
it appears likely that this building was erected at some date after 1844~ 
Due to its location on the southwest half of Lot No.SO, it also appears 
proba.ble tha.t this structure was erected by Ed:ward Tearney and Peter 

"---- lwtle, the owners ot this portion or the let. 

4. ·~STORICAL USES OF BLDG. ,NO. 381 1844 to 1861~ 

It would appear that the first floor of Bldg. No. 38 was divided 
into two separate storea during the period of 1S44-1S65. For the 
purpose of this report we shall call the store located on the sout.hwest 
half' or lot No. 50 "STORE NO,. 1"1 and the store located on the northeast 
portion of .Lot No. 50 usTORE NO. 2». 

Bldg. No. 38 was a.pparei1tl,- completed in September 1844, and in 
October of the same yea.r Joseph w. L. Carty occupied S'I'OP..E 100 21 

advertising at the time: "OPENING TOBAOOO BUSINESS AT HARPERS FERRJ, 
t\t the store room or Mr. H. V. Andrews, which will be kept by Joseph 20 
W. L. Carty .. " 

20. Vir&J:nia Free Press, October 3, 1844, p.J, c .. 6. 
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On January 301 1845 Carty tu.rt.her advertised: 1tTOBACGO - Next, door 

to Po Oo Littlejobn•s ~ore, and nearly opposite the (:Annorz) Pay 
21 

Office." lt thus appears that after the completion of Bldg. No.JS, 

S'i'OlU~ No 0 1 was first occupied b7 P. o. Littlejohn1s Grocery- store, 

and that STORE NO,. 2 was rented by Joseph w .. ~ Carty a.s a. tobacco,( shop. 

Ao USE OF STOR.ENO. 2, lk'!45 to 1861: 

In April 184$ Nr. Carty announced1 "REMOVAL - has removei his tobacco 

shop formerly' kept next. door to P. o. Littlejohn$ <In B1dg. No.j8, STORE 

MO. i), to the room lately tinished between Mr. •o J. Stephen's Tailoring 

Establishment and l>i'.:r. Jam.es Walling' s Vi.r•ginia Hotel {jtll located on 

Wager Lot No. :i> and opposite the u. s. Hotel <Iocated on "ager Lots 
- 22 

No. 6 and 2)• 

Use of STORE NO. 2 from April 1846 to September ia47 has not yet 

In Ootober 1847, J. w. Deener opened a store in Blq. No. 3s, STORE 

No. 2, selling Dry Goods, Clothing, Boots, Shoe•, Gaps,. Glass, Queeneware, 

Candies, Fruit, Jewelry, Toys, !obaceo, f Groceries and Liquors. This 
23 

store was loea.ted on "Shenandoah Street Opposite the u. s. Pay Otfice.tt 

Mr. Deener continued in business at this stand until proba.bzy September 
24 

Of 1850., 

By Ootober of 1850 S'I'O.RE . '0., 2 

Conrad., who opecrs.t.ed a Dry Goods 

Caps and Bonnets. Mr. Conrad 

21. Virginia free Pres$, January J01lfUt.5, p.J,e.4ia See Map page 9 tor 
the location of the U.S. Pay Office .. 

\__ 22. Virg_inia Free Press, April lo, 1845, p.2, c.7 • 

. 23., Virginia Free Press, October 6, 18471 p.3,c.2. 

24. Virg!Jlia Free Press, April 1, 1848, p.4, c.2; Ap~il 19, 1849,p.J,,c.3; 
October 4, 1849, p.4, c.4.. - - 13 -
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occupied 

STORE NO. 2 in Bldg. No. 3 

e adjoining 

store that was locat 

'*STORE ROOM FOit RENT 

11The store_room recently oecupied by P. o. Utt.lejohn C!oca.ted on 
'Wager 14t No.S!), a~oining the store of F. c. Conrad (!_ocated in STORE 
NO. 2 in Bldg. No.J~), is offered for rent. Possession given immediately, 
if desired'IJ Apply to Jam.es A. Beckham. Jan. 24, l85lo" 25 

Again in 1852: 

STORE ROOM FOR RENT 

!he iJt?re Room recentq occupied 07 P. Oo Littlejohn C2:n IH!!er Lot 
No.51,) at Harpers F!}:'ry, adjoining the store of F. c. Conrad (!,n S1'0RE 
NO. 2 ot Bldg. No.3s), is ottered for rent. Possession given April 1. 
Ann C., Stephenson. """i'ebruary 26, 1a;2. u 26 · 

/ 

The census of 1850 als · i Hicates that Conrad ~probably located 

in Bldg. No. 38 at that da nd provides us witly1:to\ow.tng data. on 

that merchant and his t lye 

"Fayette_c. Conrad, 25 years old, .male, merchant, boen in Virginia. 
Ammica. (1.) Conrad, 20 years old, f eaale, born in Virginia. 
Gertrude E. Conrad, 4 yea.rs old, female, tt tt tt 
George W. Conrad, 2 yeara old, male '* " n 
David Conrad,. .3/12 years old, male n " 11 

James Riley, 24 ;years old, male, clerk, n 11 11 • tt 27 

2;. Vir4inia Free Press, January'3l, 1851 p • .3, c.j. 

26. Virginia Free Press, March 11, lS52, p.3, c.4. 

27. Iiecord.s of the Bureau of the Census, National Archives R. G. 29. 
Population Schedules of the ~eventh Census of the United States 1850. 
Virginia, Volume 121 Jefferson County (Part), p.410. 
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In October 18;8 Mr. Conrad apparently moved his store into tbe 

building located on wager lot No. 5l, where he was. located at the 
28 

time of the John Brown raid in October 1959. 

In November 18~ ~RE NO. 2 in Bldg.. No. 3& wasx· · ·.ly occupied 
by John,. G. I16denA_who advertised on. this occaaio 

NEW s·roRE 
AT HARPERs-FERRY 

"The undersianed begs leave to inform his Mends at tiarpers-Ferry and eountr.r, that he is now receiving and opening an entire stock or New Goods, which has been carefull.T selected,. and. will be sold at wx.tremely low prices. 

"His stoqk consists of a general assortment. Soliciting a call f'roa all who are in want of great bargains, as I am determined to sell cheaper than the cheapest.u 29 

~ place ldm in STORE NO. . in Bldg. No. 38 at the t 

April of 18591 howe 
no longer appeared. in the newspapers and by September of l!i6o Mr. 

~tn1our was apparently located in Bldg. No. 9. The census ot 1860 

affords us the following information on.Mr. kidenour and family: 

"John a. Ridenour, 36 years old, male, merchant. Value of real est&tet $600; · · Value of personal estate: $2,000o horn in Virginia. Sarah G. Ridenour, . .34/ea.rs ()J.d, :female, born in Virginia,. John H. B.i.Eienour, l2 years old, male,, " " " Willard. A. Ridenour, 7 years old, male, *' " n mama J. Ridenour, 6 yea.rs old, female,, rt I! .. 
Maggie Ridenour, 4 years old, female., ,. " n Mary E. Ridenour, 7 ,ears old, female, u » tt • " 30 

28. Vtrg!r4a Free Press, November 25, 18.581 p.,3, c.l; December 81 1$591 p.&,C.j. 
29. Virg!:nia Fre• Press, November 11, 1858, p.2-, c. 7. 

JO. National Areh~ves R.G.29. aecords of the Bureau of the Cemaus. Population Schedules o! the .ilij_ghth Cenus of the United Sta.tea 1860. Virginia, Volume 13, Jefferson County (Part), p~l90o 
- 1.5 .. 
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r ' Whoever occupied STORE NO. 2 in 1860, howver, did not live in the quarters 
''-._.' 

over the store in Illdg. No. .38 at the time of the 1860 census. 

B. STORE NO. l. l~ to ll!61. 

STORE NO. Lin Bldg. No • .38 was e.pparent;ly occupied by P. o. U.ttlejohn's 
.31 

$tore from Deeeml:ler lfi44 until November 1845. On Dec•b~r 4, l84S 
Jacob Nisna.nner announced: "GREAT BARGAINS AT THE BALTIMORE CHEAP CASH 

STORE AT HARPERS-FERRY, ON SHENANOOAH S'l'Rm, NO • .3, Opposite the U. s. 
Pay Otfioe." Nisswanner sold Dry Goods, Groceries, ~eensware, Conteet­

ionaries, Fruit., Liquors, Wines, Candles, Soap, Jewelry and Fancp Goods. 

Later he advertised that his store was lflocated three doore from the 

corner of High Stre•t, opposite the u. s. Pay Office." Nisswanner . 32 
continued his stand in StOU NO. l until September of 18470 

In October 1847, lt. ·.Walter & Bro. announced the openning of a "NEW 
.'.33 

& CHEAP CLOTHING STOrut!", selling ready""iMde elothing11 In 1848 they 

adurtifed "My store mat be found adjoining the Store of' Mr. ~. Chambers 

(iho was located in Bldg. No. ~), nearly opposite the old Pay Otfice", 
34 

thus placing their shop in STORE NO. I in BJ.qg. No • .33. R. Walter & 

Brat.her eont.inued their bUsiness at this stand from October 1847 until 
35 

at least October 1851. BT March ot 1852 they had left lil.4g. No. 38 
.36 

and moved their store .into a building located on Wager Lot No. ll • 

.31. Virg1nia Free tress, January .30, 1845,. p.J,c.4. also June 4, 1846, pJ, 
c.4 •Wi.lliam Chambers eta.tea that he 0is located on the west side of the 
well known stand last occupied by P. o. Littlejohn,." Chambers was then 
located in Bldg. No. 40~ · , 
J2. Virginia 1":ree Pres9 December 4, 184,, p.3, c.7; 1!137 71 1846, p.l, c.S; 
October 1, 1€!46, p.J, c.5; October 29, lS46, p.3, 0.2. 

33. Yirginia. Free Press:, October 27, 1847,. p.J, a.2. 

(_} 34. VirtQN.a. Free Press, Ma.1 5, 1848, p.2,c.7. 

35. Virginia Free Press, April 19, 1849, p.J,c.J; April ll, l8SO, p.3, c.2; 
·April lS, 1850, p.3, c.2; Oct~ber 21 lSSl, p.J, c.2. 

- 16 -
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\___ .. ' The next business to occupy STORE NO. l in Bldg. No. )8 either did 

not adnrt1se1 of if it did eo, failed to identify its location ao 

that it could be placed in this building. 

It is quite possible, however, that Michael Tearney opened his 

Grocery store in STORE NO. l in 1852. In ar.r:t case he was in business 

at this location in September or 1860 and was probabl.7 situated there 

at the time of the John Brown Raid in October lB59 •. The census o't 

1860 gives us the location or his store and the following in.formation 

on the 'fearne1 tamil.81 which was apparentl7 residing in the qu.a.rters 

located over STORE NO. l: 

1tLe.ura Tearnq, 38,femle, 'la.lue of real est.ate: $1,200; Value of 
,,.rsonal estate: taoo. 'Born in Maryland. 

Mary s. Tear:ne7, 14 years old, female, " u n 

Anna E. Tearner, 12 7ears old, temale, " " 11 

Frank Tea.me¥, 10 years old, male 11 " tt 

Miehael Tearney, 31 rears old, merchant, Value or pereonaJ. estate: $1,500. 
, Born in Maryland. 

Leonida.a iu.rne;,r, 33 years old, male, elerk, Born in Maryland ... 37 

It al.so appears trom the 1860 census that Bernard Hirsh and his 

wife Metta, who ran the store located in Bldg. No. 40, probably lived 

in the quarters located over STORE NO. 2 in Bldg. No. 38. 

Se H15TOR!OAL PRINTS AN~ PHQTOC¥\APHS: 

All historical prints and photographs - 4 in number, and three modem 

photographs or Bldgs. No. 38 and. '9 will be found in Appendix I of 

this :report. 

6.· HISTORICAL PUNS OF BWOS. No, ,lS and 32• 

No historical plans of the Wildinp have been tound and it is 

unlikely that any will ever be located. Modern measured drawings of 

(__,. 36. Vir.tQnia. Free Press, March 181 1852, p.:;,c.2. 

37.Ne.tional Archives R.G. 29. Popilation Schedul"s of the 8th Cen11Us of 
the u.s. 18601 Virginia, Volume 131 Jefferson Count7 (Part), p.1970 
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illdgs. No. 3S a.nd 39 have not yet been prepared. A preliminary floor 

plan of tne first tloor of Bldg. No.38 has been turn1sbed tor this 

report through the courtesy of Architect Archie w. Franzen and I have 

prepared a. rough plan of the second f'loor. l3oth i,:>hn.s will be found 

in the Architectural Data Section. There are no floor plans of any 

type for the third floor or garret ot Bldg. No. )S or the ruins of 

Bldg. No.39. 

7o SUMMARY OF HISTORICAL D.ATA0 

A. Ownership ot the Land, 19.35 to 18654 

111 October 1782 to October 91 18351 owned b7 the ivager ta.mil.To 
r 

2. October 10, 1835 to April 30, 1340, owned by Qe.ard B. Wager. 

On February a, lS.39, a small strip Of Of lDt No. 51 was added to 

Lot No. 50'4! 

Jo May l, 1840 to February 111 .lS44, owned by George Mauz7 and 59 

other men. Purchase price: $1,;oo. 

4. February 12, J.SJ+4, owned by Gerard B. Wager. Purchase price: 

$1,210. I.Qt sold off in two sec1:-ions in March 1844. 

5. March 201 ia44 till a.tter Civil War1 nort.heast halt of lot No. 

50 owned by Patrick Kell.7~ Purchase price: $600. 

6. March 22, 1844 till after Civil War, south.east half' of lDt No. 50 

owned by Jaws.rd Tearney ~nd. Peter !qtle.g Purchase pricei $600. 

Bv Construction.of Bl.das, No. 3$ and 32: 

Bldgo No. JS wa.a apparently con.stneted by the joint owners ot Lot 

No, 50, nam.e]¥ ldward Teameya Peter Lytle and Pa.trick Kelley, in 1844 • 
.,.,- -. 

The briek structure was "J;;t.0 a.nd one-halt stories in height and had a 

- lS -



~-- wood.en shakes roof'. The building .fronted approximately 41 feet nine 

1nehes on Shenandoah St.rt'iet and was 30 teet deepo After deducting about 

tour feet to eonstru.ct. M alleyway on the aoU'thwest end of the lot.., 

located against th$ wall or Bldg. No. 40, the remainder Of the lot and 

building were divided into two separate stores on the first floor, as 

well a.a into two independent. sets of living quarters on the second 

and third .floors. This division was accomplished by the means of 

running a wall through the canter or the struot'ure. The _ef!Joond floor 

was thua divided into two sets of three rooms ea.ch; total six rooms0 

The third floor or halt sto17 was similarly divided into t-wo more sets 

ot three rooms each, identical in eiz• and layodt to the rooms below, 

thus making a total of U rooms on the second and third floors• 

Bldg. No. 391 now in ruins, was origin&ll7 a siuall two story stone 

structure e.boilt 16 feet b7 16 feet in si!&eo From its location on the 

southwest halt of Lot No. 50, it seams lik&ly that Bldg. No. 39 was 

erected by Siward 'fearney and i'eter Iqtle at some date after 1844 and. 

be.fore l865e The building may have been ueed either a.s a ema.11 ware 

house for STORE NO. l in Bldg. No. 38, or p$rhaps as a kitchen ror 

the living quarters located over that store. No documentary evidence 

has been found regarding t.he eot)etruction or use of Bldg. No. JCJ'9 

o, Use of BJA,98 No, ,a, +§Ah- 1861 

SIQRE NO, 1 . STORE NO, 2 

l, December .J.Sff to Novermber 1§42 Q l. October 1844 to March 1§4~, 

Grocery and Dey Goods store, operated A Tobacco Sb.op, operated 'b1' 

by P. 0, Littlejohn. Joseph w. L. Carty"' 

- 19 



STORE NO. J. 

2. Dec-.ber lS!t~ to Sept•ber isaz 
a Dry Goods and Groceries store, 

operated by Jacob Nisswannero 

3. October 1847 to October 18,1, 

a Beady .Made Clothing Store, 

operated b7.R. Walter & Brother. 

4. Novel'lll:Mitr 1851 to 1854, use not 

defi.ni te but probably a grocery 

store operated. by Michael Tearne;r. 

5. 1859 to 1861, a grocery store 

a.nd dry goods shop, operated by 

Michael Tearney. 

S. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATlONSs 

STORE NO. 2 

use not yet. establiShed. 

3. October l§h?to $eptember l§SO, 

Dry Goods, r..rocery and General Store, 

ope-rated by J. w. Deen&r, 

ot cenain 

Store denour. 

It is believed that enough evidence from documentary and photographic 

sources has been presented in this report to perm.it the accurate 

restoration of the exterior of Bldg. No. 38,and it is recommended. that 

the exterior be restored to its appearance in the 1SS9-6S period. 

Involved. in this project. would be the removal ot the present tin roof 

on Bldg. No. 38 and its replacelQ.6tlt 'With a wooden shakes root, as shown 
in Photograph HF-35 (see Appendix l of this report). The first floor 

store windows, with their ext.erior ba.75, should be restored aa ..,fii. 
PhotograPi HF-35, also the awning f'rames., other than this, it is bllieved 

that the exterior of Bldg. No. .38 is still as it was during the l8S9-6S 

period. 

- 20 -
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The interior Qf 'Bldg. Ho. 38, first tloor, has been m.ueh changed 

through.the ytimrs, but architectural. investigation will probably reveal 

the exact location otthe original wall that divided this .tloor into 

two separate sheps. It is recominended that this partition wall be 

rei;Jtoredo The interior layout of the aecond and third floor, with 

six r<:><>ms on ea.oh floor and divided into two separate apartments, on 

the other hand, in 'fJt3' opinion, is probably much as it was whent.he 

building was constructed in 1S44. 

The alley wq, which. runs between Bldg. No. 3$ .and Bldg. No. 40 

and el"Ossea over the concrete porch on the rear of ~ldg. No. 38 on 

the same level a~ the second floor windows, and, then leads up th9 hill, 

is used by tne.DT visitor$ today. Tb:e rout is aaf e and it affords the 

possibility of fitting out the two three room aP41rtments on the second 

floor a.s tJP!ea.l homes or the period· t.hat can be viawed. by rtsitol"S 

from the porch just outside the structure. It would be iinnecessa.rr tor 

visitors to enter tht.11 atruoture and the restoration work required on 

the interior of the eecond floor would. not be greato. No attempt should 

be made, in my opinion, to restore the third tloor interior. 

Insufficient evidence has been locat.ed to permit. the rest.oration and 

·reconstruction et fa.dg. No. ,39,. It is therefore recommended that these 

ruins be stabllsed and that no attempt be made to reatore this building. 

It is suggested that Bldg,. Noo )$ be called the "tearney Building,I.~, 

a.t"ter Qn.e of the builders and OWE'l.$X"~ of the structure. 

- 21 -
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SECTION III - ARCHITE;q'l'!ffl!L DATA 

1. ?;LOOS. NO. :JS and 39 TODA!: 

Bldg. ~:o. 3g today is e. two and one-half etoey, brick building, with 

a tin roor, that fronts 41 feet nine inches on ~henandoah Street and is 

JO feet deep. Running the length of the structure in the rear 1 is a 

covered concrete porch that is 10 feet wide.. Th.a :first floor ia. now 

one large store :room; the eecond and third tl<>ors are divided into two 

separate living quarters composed of six r~ each, l1!i.th three cm the 

second and three rooms on the third floor in eac~ unit, or making a total 

0£ twelve rooms altogether. Except tor the roor, the first flQOr store 

windows, and a partition wall that once div1..<ied the first floor into 

two shops, Bldg. No. 381 in my opinion, is still much es it -s i&- the 

1859-65 period.. 

On the next two pages- will be found floors plans. The first floor 

plan has been f'umiahed by Arehitect Archie w. Fran2len and 1 ha.ve 

indioa.t$d on it in red ink the approximate .location or the original 

partition wall. '11he rough pl.an tor the second tl<>or is also ineluded 

in this report; the layout ot roonis for third or half-story is 

identica.l with that of the second floor. The rear wall Of the third 

.t'loQr, however, contains only four small windows, two tor ea.ch of 

the separate apa.rtmentso 

Bldg. No. 39 toda.7 is a ruin. It wa$ ·originally a small two story 

stone structure, about 16 feet by 16 feet in siee0 'I'here are n<> floor 

plans available of this buildingJl. 

Modfl)l"n photographs ot Bldgs. Mo. 38 and 391 as they e.ppear todan(, 

wiU be tound in Appendix I ot this report. 
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2. RESTOP.AT!OW REC;;Q_IRF;!)..,! 

To restore thP exterior or Bldg. JS to its 1859-65 appearance the 

present tin roof must be removed and :replaced with a wooden shakes 

roof, as shown )n Photograph. HF-.35. '.l'he first floor st.ore windows, 

1rdth exterior bay i.rindows, should also be restored on the basis of the 

same photograph" 'rh1t interior partition wall on the first floor, which 

originally divided that floor into two shope must also be reconstructed.. 

The int.erior of the second floor is apparently still much as it was 

in the 1859-65 period but will require rehabilitation, esp~eially if 

it is to be used ae an exhibit of typical homes or the period. 

The third floor will not be exhibited and therefore will require no 

restoration. 

The ruined walls of Bldg. Mo. 39 should be sta.bllzed., but no further 

attempt be made to restort? and reconstruct this st;ructure. 
\ 

The estimate cest of the above work is $30,000. 

of.J,,_,,, fl/~-R~ 
Charles vi. Snell,, 
Historian (Park dupervisory) 
June 24, 1958 
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APPENDIX I 

!I HISTORICAL ANO MODERN PHOTOGRAPHS 

( Seven) 
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"The Ma.in street (-Shenandoah Stre-..et), HarPer•s 
Ferey, Vao - Zouaves on IiJ.ules - Contra.bands 
H!,ul!,ng Guns • Officers lounging, &coj October 16 
(!,tl6~, -Sketched by our Special Artist, Mr. E;lwin 
Forbes. 

From Frank Leslie's Illustrated NewSP§!:Per, November 81 
18620 p. 109. 
Harpers Ferry Negative No. HF-67 

From right to left: :Extreme right- Bldg. No.371 then 

brick bldg. erected by William Anderson on Wager let 

No. 51 in lS,32; then Bldg. No11 3S, with no doorsi 

Bldg. No. 40; a small house on Wager lot No. 48, and 

at extreme left: Bldg. No. 43. 
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Ori l glass ne tiv at tt7eburg N.M. P. 
Harpers Ferry ega.tiv • HF-40 

'J.'hi r rkable view WI a tter ebrua.17 1862, 

a the build.in s which occupied the point were burned 

and destroyed. t that date, and ar miaeing, thu 

opening up thi.e vi :W ot henando b street. 

The tirat buildi visible at the nd of the 

iron R. R. bridge, over the wooden tre tle work, i• 

Bld o No. 12 (Bld • • ll a pparently been bumed 

out), th n cross High St.reet 1 the large brick bld • 

ing on ag r lot No. 51, next. stands Bldg. No . 38, 

then Bld • • 40 {with white • lls and rt. ot porch) 

apparently burned out . 

- 28 .. 
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Thi 1• blow or an area and e f'rom Photo ph 

Harpers Ferry e tiv No. 377- HF 

Bldgo No. 12 , right at. end of iron bridg 1 Th n 

Brick Bld • on ager lot No. 51, next Bld • No. JS, 

then Bldg. No. 40 .,. burned out, and a portion ot 

Bld • No.43 vis1bl to the le.tt "' 
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"Sh nandoah Stre · t ,, Harpers Ferrz, Va, 11 

Original Gl s Neg tive t ttysbur .M. P. 

Harp r F rry e.tive No. HF-35 

This photograph w s de after February 

1S62 and prob bly b tor 1865. It was c rtainly 

taken before ig99, 

From ta ht to lefts Brick bldg. on Wager lot 

No. Sl; th n Bld • o .. 38 , contlinin two store • 

Stor No. 1(1 tt) i a Grocery ~ore., Stora No. 2 

(right) is a Hat, C p Ha.b rdasheey Shop oper t 

by G, L,. Myer • Note wooden shakes root, shop 

windows, and fr for awning. · ext bldg. to 

l tt. (bumed out) is Bldg. No. 40 and t the extr 

l ft. is to be seen part or the end wall ot Bldg. 

o. 430 
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Front ot Bldg. , 38, Winter of 1955- 56, 

Harper 1' rry 
Photo raph by 

tiv • NH - 446 
M,. D le 

Bld • , 38 in center, a portion of Bld , No . 40 

visibl to lett or o. )8, The door at the ext. 

left in Bldg, No . 38 is to the a.11 th t l ads to 

r r and on up the hill. The brick wall visible on 

th right end ot Bld • No. .38 is all 'that r ins today 

ot the large brick structur that wa. rected by­

Willi And rson o · er let, No , 51 in 1832, 

- Jl -





z 1 

North rt end. or Bldg. . o. JS- 1956 

Harper erry · at1ve -Jo. • F- 44 
Photograph b¥ A. w. 1'' nzen 

The brick wall 1s all that r insot the brick 

hous erected b:y illi Anderson on v. ger .I.rot 

No .. 51 in lS.32.. The wall also serves as t he 

nd wall fol!' Bldg. No . 38 .. 

-

- 3 2 -
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ldg. No. 32 - October S, 1956 

r r Ferry e · tive No. • 452 
l?hoto .. a h by A. w. ranz n. 

Ruins ot Bldg. No. 39 (sto e lls) in tor ground. 

To right or ruins are th met 1 roof chimnq 

ot ld • o. JS. To th lett ot th ruins is a 

portion ot the r ar ot Bld • • 37 • brick 

building visible cross Hi Str et 1 Bld • Hoo 12. 

- 3.3 -
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