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Region Five
421 Walnut Street
Philadelphia ©, Pa.

March 13, 1938

Memorandum
To: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument
Froe: Regional Director

Subject: Historic Building Survey Report, Part I
Building No. 7

This office has reviewed the subject report and offers
the following comments:

1. We approve the proposal in the Administrative Data
Section for rehabilitating the subject structure.

2., We recommend deferring consideration of its pro-
posed use as a comfort station until further study and planning
has been made for the area as a whole. (At the moment, we are
inclined to the opinion that comfort stations might best be pro-
vided in comnection with branch museums, such as the Jochn Brown
branch museum, or even in reconstructed authentic outhouses - with
modern plumbing within thew, of course.)

(Sgd.) Deniel J. Tobis

Daniel J. Tobin
Regional Director

In duplicate

Copy to: Director
Chief, EODC

MHNelligan/cp
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Daily
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Operations (att. Mr. Nelson)
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

O]j'ice Memomndzmz e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Comments pate: 3/L/58

rrROM : George A, Palmer, Assistant Regional Director
supject: Building No, 7 Harper's Ferry

I would recormend that this report be accepted for the purpose of
repairing the exterior of the building

I do not agree with the recommendation that this building be used as
a rest room, Not necessarily because the recommendation might not be made

but it is too early to determine the need for temporary rest room before the
location of the permanent one is determined,

G « Palmer

GAPalmer semg

General



STANDARD FORM NO. 64

E Oﬁ%e Memomndzmz e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

DATE: 2/25/58

John L. Cotter

REST ROOMS at Harpers Ferry

The matter of the placement of rest rooms in Buildings No,.
7, a warehouse originally, and in Building 5, of rest rooms for
women and men, respectively, brings up a matter of interpretive
effectiveness.

Granting the need for rest rooms, may it not be inappropriate
to utilize any kind of building the use of which was known, for
rest room purposes exclusively? Storehouses were important
buildings in the Civil War days, and as such they have a place
in the total picture of Harper's Ferry in those days. Lt seems
to me that the more effective place for rest rooms would be
in or in the immediate vieinity of the branch museums, where people
would gather as a matter of course, and where they could be more
easily directed to the sought-for facilities.

A further thought on this point: In my other comments on
Harpers Ferry buildings, I have mentioned the need for reconstructing
typical outbuildings, such as wood sheds, storage sheds, barns
and out houses or privies which were such a characteristic and
indispensable feature of the 1860 urban picture. Why not provide
the completely natural (and fascinatingly unfamiliar to most visitors)
and original outhouse in its authentic guise, in back of the houses?
If sanitation requirements forbid the authentic pit toilets, let them
be modern, but in the original outhouses, if possible. This feature
would actually be a fine contribution to the authenticity of the scene.



In reply refer to:
H30

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Region Five
421 Walnut Street
Philadelphia 6, Pa.

February 19’ 1958

Memorandum
To: Director
From: Acting Regional Director

Subject: Part I, Historic Building Report, Harpers Ferry NM

Building No. 7

In accordance with FO-11-56, Historic Building Report,
we have assembled and are distributing herewith Part I of the
subject report. The report consists of the following sections:
Administrative and Historical Data Sections. (An Architectural
Data Section was deemed unnecessary by EODC.)

This report should be reviewed by no later than

1958— . Our comments will follow. Mareirs;
— Eb-;’/ N =L VN /{;,// /
2= Geprge Ay‘Paimer o ‘»/i{;c,gwaha\\\\‘

Acting Regional Director

In duplicate
Attachment

Copy to: Supt., Harpers Ferry, w/c report
Chief, EODC, w/c report

Generalv/
Daily
Area
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES R
\ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR )

,‘\ - / RRTI
] NATIONAL PARK SERVICE REG"L‘N PV m&:«t k

Harpers Ferry National Monument

ry, West Virginia Z 4

"REC RES. PLAN
RANGER ACT'S

T Eagitan i
ENGLIEE e

{ } ‘
M”“"Sf%t :. - }ﬂe.'/s

Tos|I™ “Dinector; Region Five
Programs | ‘m"I o 1 History
Frorﬂ“—‘ ""%c‘ti‘r‘i@“&ﬁ&ﬁhfeﬁd;épt, Harpers Ferry National Monument |~ {Nat. i E—
{ Ml :\r—ch—eo. .
Subject: Historie Building Report, Part I, for Building No. 7, T
Research Project No, HF=2, Revised -"se”;
PESEE e

Enclosed please find four copies of theHistorie BuildingE'[j,_.-—-———
Report, Part I, for Building No, 7, 15 pages total, dated October 1 e
1957 and revised January 29, 1958, as prepared by Historian (Park
Supervisory) Charles W. Snell.

This report has been revised, according to instructions
issued by Regional Chief of Interpretation Nelligan, by revising the
Approval Sheet form, the inclusion of one photograph (page 11), and
the addition of Section 5, Conclusions and Recommendations, pages

%,,//Juw

Raymond L. Ives
Acting Superintendent

In duplicate

Attachment
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I —— __Harpers [Ferry, West Virginia |
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Memorandum |

{ - SNP——— |
To: Regional Director, Region Five - ‘m;v“*w;;;;j
From: Acting Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument

Subject: Historic Building Report Part I for Building No. 7,
Research Report No. HF-2

Enclosed please find four copies of theHistoric Building
Report, Part I for Building No. 7, 11 pages, dated October 1, 1957, and
prepared by Park Supervising Historian Charles W. Snell.

This report has been prepared in accordance with Acting
Regional Director Gibson’s memorandum of September 17, 1957.

Appendix IV - composed of all available historical photographs

of Building No. 7, will be submitted at an early date.

el e

Raymond L. Ives
Acting Superintendent

In duplicate

Attachments
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PART 1

HISTORIC BUILDING REPORT

Building No. 7

Harpers Ferry Natiocnal Monument

Distributed for Review by Region Five
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

Building No. 7

Harpers Ferry National Monument

Prepared by

Acting Superintendent Raymond L. Ives
October 1, 1957



SECTION Is ADMINISTRATIVE TATA

A, Name and Number of Uuilldings

Bulldinge No. 7, Historicsl name of 1859«65 period yet
to be determined.

B. Proposed Use of Structure:

ixterior of the buildingz to be restored te 1059=65
period., Historical use of structure in 1859=05 period yet
to be deternined, Under MISSION &6 Planning it has been
suggested that Visitor ligst Rooms Tor Women be located in
Suflding Yo, 7 for use during the heavy travel season.

C. Provisions for operating the House:

o funds have been programed for refurnishing the house.
The interior should be put inte zood conditlon f'or use as
rest rooms., No cooperative agreenent has been executed or
pronosed for furnishing and operating the house,

D, Preliminary Sstimate of Cost for Rehabilitating the
Structure snd Grounds?$

PeCoPewBa?, January 7, 1955
Roof and Window fepairs ¥1,000
PoC P, =B=l0 Portion ,August 5, 1957 3,000
Exterior rehabilitation & restoration

Total Exterior rehsbilitatlon & restoration 000
It is estimated that an sdditional §10,000 will

be required to rehabilitate the Interior of building Yo.
7 for 1lts supgested use,

Total eatimated amount required for the rehabilitaetlon
ané restoration of Bullding Noe 7 e=weewmecececceeeee={1l,000,

Page 1 of 1



HISTORICAL DATA

Building No. 7

Harpers Ferry National Monument

Prepared by
Supervising Park Historian Charles W. Snell
October 1, 1957
(Rev. Jan., 29, 1958)



SECTION ITI: HISTORICAL DATA

Introductiont Part I of the Listoric Bullding Heport

for Bullding No, 7 has been prepsred in sccordance with
Actlng HMerional Director Gibson's memorandum of September
17, 1957« ihis sectlon has been written from sll presently
available deocusentery data,

1., Ownership of the Land, 173% to 1.7k,

On April 2, 1235 the Clireuih Superlior Court of Lew
and Chancery for Jefferson County, Virginla, appointed
Commissioners "to lay off and divide inbto three equal lots
and psrcels, the real estate at Harverts Ferry which
descended to Jumes B, Wager, Gerard 5, Woger and Sally Ann
Wager, now Sally Ann Swayne, the wife of Nosh H, Svayne,
fro- their father John Wager, deceased," ’ The property
this being divided at darpers Ferry was cowmonly kriown as
the "Wager Six Acre Neservation,” an island of land in
privete ownership surrounded on 511 sides by land owned
by the United States Governmont.a

On October 10, 1035 the three Cownissioners renorte
ed to the Court: "To Jomes B, Wager we azllot & assirn the
followings lots as desiynated J.B.W. & nunbered in the
‘annexed Plat, viz, Lets Mo, l=7=9%«lt being a part of the
old tavern lot «l19=22e2f«?7=37=39=ll«ll, including the new

1. Gibson,etc. ve Wager,etc, Decree, Deed Bock 29, ppe 1101,
Jefferson County Clerk's Office, Charles lown, %est Va,

2e 1835 Plat, "the "aper Six Acre Reservation, Drawn by Jaes

Yo Drown, S, Ge Cey in Deed Look 29, 18L7«Ll, pe1L0.
See Appendix I for this Plet,

- ]l =»



"huildings recently attached tolthe manalon = libel 7=E3 % £h,"
(See Appendix I for this 1535 Plat)s The Court further
appointed a special receiver for the Court to take into
possession the shiare assigned tc Jawes B, Werer for the
purpose of collecting rents on this land to be pald Inte

the Court, "fron and after the time the sald {Eﬁnes Be)
Wager took benefit of the insolvent lawsess” .

On January 1, 1336, the Court appecinted two Cormigsione
ers and directed them to sell at public auction te the hilphe
est bidder the resl estate of JYanes B, Weper in “arpers
Ferry, On Noveuber 20, 1£36 the Court furither authorized
the Commissioners to divide Lot Yo, 15, the cld tavern lot,
into parcels, Lot Yo. 15 was therefore subdivided into
four lots marked Noe 1, 25 3, and L, of Lot Hos 15,

On October 23, 1037, Lots Mo, 2 and WNo. i in the
subdlivision of Lot Noe. 15 were sold to William Anderscn
of Harpers Ferry; Lot Noe 2 for $1,610 and Lot.Noe L
for %1,012.50.h Lot No.2 had a frontare of 10 feet € inches
on whet is now Potowmac Street and Lot Noe L had & frontage
of 30 feet on the sane street, lying adjacent to Lot Foe. e
Building Yo, 7, today, is situated partly on subdivislons
Yo.2 and Nolliy sbout 10 feet & inches of the structure
lying on lot Yo, 2 and the remaining portion of the bhuilding
standing on Lot Mo, le (SeelAppandix I1).

3. Deed Book No, 29, ppe 1L0=lile
h..?ebruary-%, 1041, Deed of Be & Se, Deed Book 2L, ppe L5E7=

458,

- -



Un Yoveuwber 2, 1847, Willlam Anderson snd his wife
Ssrah, of the City of Baltimore, sold for $1,000 to Frederick .
Augustus Roeder, of Jefferson County, Va,, the following
propertre

"eescertain warehouse property, Including the ground
the ssld warehcuse stands upon, the said ground or lot being
twentyefeet wide and forty feet long, situated Ln villaepe
of Hapypers Ferry = and standing upon the slley (now Potomec
Strqug which runs parafllel with the arnory buildings,
and In the rear o the property recently sold and conveyed
by the said William Andersen to Susan Downey (EThis would
be the slte of Suilding Wo, 15, sold to Downey July 20,1846),
including slso in this conveyance any portion or strip of
ground whlesh may lie between the end of said warehcuse snd
the alley afcresaid = but with this exeeption or additicn,
it is hereby declared to be the meaning and intent of this
deed to convey only the ground said werehouse stands on
the sald warehouse being of the dimensions aforesaid...” B
(See Apperdix II).

On February 13, 1856, Mr, Roeder and his wife, Anna

Mer e, for $1,700 sold the followins land and portion of
& warehouse to the United States Goverment:

. "Beginning at the north Eastern corner thereof(é?t
No, 15), on the Alley which passes along the land near the
publie workshops (the Armoéﬁ) and thence westardly embracing
the entire front of said Lot on said Alley of Ywenty four
feet from sald front on sald Alleyy torether with so wuch
of the bullding thereon as occupies the said arcac.e The
meaning and intont of this conveyance being to sell and
convey twenty-five feet in depth of the whcle front of this

lot, now ownoed and occupied by the said Roeder as a
: (See Appendix II),.

warehcuse,,." &
Thus Roeder's holding was recduced from = lot 2l feet

wide by forty feet in depth to one 2l feet wide with a 15

foot depth, ’

5. November 2, 1347, Deed of B, &, 5., Deod Book 29, pe2li0.

6o February 13, 1856, Deed of B, & 8,, Deed £00Kk 35,pp.299=300,

-3 -



In 177 the helrs of Frederick A, Roeder sold Buillding
Yo, 7 &and the land it stands onj the doed reading 1in part:

"esen cortain Lot & House situcted on Potomec Street
in seld iarpers Ferry lorth of and adjoininy the property
aitu&ted in Hirh otrcct, now owned & occupled by Charlotte

iopweod Cﬁ,ia would be the lend with Building Ho. 18 on
ié}..., the sa property hereby conveved belng a pert of
thet Knewn as "Wni te Hell" and beunded as follows; Beginning
on Potomac Street at the Vortheastern corner of tle -icuse
hereby conveyed, running West withi gaild street twentyefour
feet three irnches, thence south twenty feet, thence east
twentr=-four feet, three inches, and thence norti te the
beginningeee® 7

Swnrnary of Ownership of the band, 1735 to 107L,

The land in question was scquired from the Wapger family
by William Anderson in 1337, Anderson remained the owner
of this wroperty fron 1837 to 1947, In 1847 Anderson
gold the land to ”recnrick A, Roedcr, who remsined the
ommer of this property until 1874, In 1086 Koeder sold off
a portion of this lot to the Unlted States Govermment,

In 1874 this vroperty was Ikmeown as "White Hall" but we do
not yet knowy that this name was used in the historical
period, 10F9 to 1845, with which we are primarily concerned,
It is therefore establl shed the Frederick A, Hoeder fﬁs
the owner of Aullding Yo. 7 in the 1859 to 10 éwﬂliggﬁcture
o, 7 could perhesps be called the “Hoeder PFullding", Ve
wish, hovever, ic reserve decladon on the inal name until
fus ther research is cowpleted, as Roeder may also have

owned Puildings ‘o, F and 1o during the 13591265 nseriod,
7¢ May 12, 137h, Deed of B, &, Se, Deed Book B, pp. 153~54.

e



2. Erection of Building o, 7, 1037 = 18LE,

The two early maps that show bulldings standing in
Harpsrs Perry, namely, "Plan of the propesed junction of
the CANAL at the lower Falls of the Shenandoah with the
Public Canal at IAKPERS FERRY and the necessary Locks for
descending into the Potomak River,"sdated Feb, 1303 and
reproduced as part of the Harpers Ferry laster FPlan, Drawing
TMeHF 3001, and "Map of Harpers Ferry Shewing the Location
of the Winchester and Potomac Reilroad, Urawn by Lleut white,
Allen and R 8 Smith, U.S. Army under the direction of James
Kearney, Lt, Col. and T,E., 1035, Mep 2" ? reproduced in
the Harpers Ferry HMaster Plan as Drawlng No. N¥eHF 3002,
sheet two of three, = both fail to show eny bullding standing
on the site of Bullding No. Te

1t can therefore probably bYe assumed that Dullding
No. 7 was erected by William Anderson souetime after hls

belore

surehase of the land in 1937 and/the year 10L6, as there
is definite documentary evidence to the existence of a

- 10
warehouse on this land as of the date of May 30, 10LE.

8o Natlonal Archives “gcord Group 77 = iHecords of the Office
of the Chief of Engineers, Fortification iap File, Fart of
Map Dr 150 Sheet 1.

9, liational Archives R, G. 77 = fecords of the Office of
the Chief of Engineers, Fortification iap File, fart of
Map Dr 150 Sheet 82« 2

10, May 30, 12846, Peed of Exchange between Gerard B. Yaper,

owner of “ager Lot 1l and Philip Coone, owner of pubdivision
of Warer Lot Yo, 15, mentions "the eastern corner of

fi11ltam Anderson”s Warehouse.” Deed Book 27, pD 1l ]iwli5e

]
A%
1



In 1847, at the time of the sale of this bulliing and
lot to Froderick Noeder, the maxirum dimensions of the waree
house could not have been more than 2 feet wide and LO feet
deep, the dimensions of the lot, (See pare 3 of this report),
In 1856, at the time of Hoeder's sale of part of his lot
# and warehouse to the United “tates Government, his holding
was reduced from a lot 24 feet wide by forty feet deep to
one 2l feet wide by 15 deep, Uls warehouse must heve been
corresponding reduced in size at that time 1f the Government
remcved the section standing on their new acquired lot,
Structural evidence in the bullding itself will probably
document these changes. The United States Government
was purchasin- land along the narrow alley hetween the
Armory tract and the iager tract for the purpose of
widine the alley into what is now Potonac ﬁtreetfl

"4 Sketeh of the Present Position & Proposed Alteration
of the 112@ of the Baltimore & Ohic #ailroad at Harpers
Ferry," lLa map with the date ilay 9, 1066 appesring on 1%,
definitely indicabtes that a bulilding was standing on the
site of Huilding Wo, 7 at that dates

Finally, in the sale of this property in 187k, the
dimensions of the lot are piven as belng 2l feet three
inches in width and 20 feet‘ggg;§3 The present dimension
of Building ¥o, 7 are 2l feet by 20 feet,
11, National Archivest: R,G, 156, Ordnence Office, Snecial

File Box Yo, 28, Fabruary 25, 1042. Inapection of Herpers
Ferry Arwory-lﬁﬁa, PPe26, 2C,

12, Netilonal Archives R.G. 77, ilap Pr 1505 cet YA;LSBﬂﬁﬂbhhxzﬂ)
13, See pare L of thls report,

-6 -



3. Historical Uses of Building No, 7, 10546 = 1856,
Frem 1846 to 1847 Building Wo, 7 was used &s a warehouse

by Williaem Anderson,ll  From 1847 to February 13, 1856
Building No, 7 was used as a warchouse by Frederick A,
Roodsar,  Structural changes and use of the bullding from
1856 to 1865 awaits the result of furihor research in the
newspapers of the period,

i, Measured Yrawincs of Buillding lo. 7.

o hisborical or modern measured drawinc s of Bullding

Noe 7 are presently avallable,

Leport written by Park Supervising Historian
Charles W, Snell from
ri.ary data collected by
ark lstorian lierbert
H. KiSSIin{‘.

Lated: October 1, 1957

s iay 30, 10L6, Deed of Exchange, Deed Book 20,ppe 1hLi=45,
November 2, 1717, leed of E, &, Se, Leed Sook 29, p.2l0,

15, Yebruery 13, 1856, Deed of B, &e 8o, Peed Book 35,
PP«299=300,
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APPENDIX IV « Photographs
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BUILDING NO. 7, 1839 - 1892

Building Ne, 7 is the white stone building standing
to the right of the John Brown Fort. Buildings No. 8 and 9
can be seen over the left end of the Fort and to the left of
the Fort., Dates of Photo established as follows: "Fort"
removed from original locatien after 1892, Ruins of Armory
wall in H.u.os,d of Building No, 7 and along street in this
photo, are shovn intmct in similar view of 1889 Flood.

(See Harpers Ferry Wegative: HF-100),

Photograph by T. As Flynn, Photographer,
Box 31 Harpers Ferry, W, ¥a. and Washington, D.C,

Harpers Ferry N, M. Negative No: HF=57






5. Conclusions and hecommendations:

Since this report was first submitted on October 1, 1957, additional
documentary evidence has been found which throws further light on the
construction and uses of 3uilding Ho. 7. It has been established that
William Anderson purchased wager Lot No, 15, subdivision 4, on Uctober
28, 1837, and that between that date and July 1, 1339, he had erected a
stone house, now called 3uilding Ho. 15, on this lot ( see: "Historic
Building report, Part I, for the First and Second Marmion Tenant Houses,"
dated Jamiary 27, 1958, ppe 15-17 for a defbaiied presentation of this
new evidence)s It is therefore highly probable that during this same
period, 1837-1339, William Anderson also designed and erected Building
Nos. 7, which stands on the same lot, as a stone warehouse, In any case,
it has veen established in this report that suilding Jo, 7 was standing
and being used by Anderson as a warehouse on May 30, 1846, In 1847
Frederick A, Roeder purchased the structure and used it until 1856,
when he sold off part of Juilding io. 7 to the United States Armory, as
a warehouse, Use of the structure from 18546 to 1865 has not yet been
established on the basis of documentary evidence, but it was probably
still utilized by Hoeder as a warehouse.

In the census for 1860, Hoeder listed his profession as an z:onfectioner,.
which may explain the uses to which his buildings, No. 5, 7, ani 16, were
pute It seems most probable that Suildings Ho. 5 and 7 were utilized by
Roeder either as warehouses for the storage of the supplies and products
of his trade, or that perhaps cne of them, suilding Yo. 5, was used as a

shope



The sale and resulting loss of 25 feet of Roeder's warshouse, ZJildigg
Wo. 7, in 185( to the Armory, may alsc have resulted in the construction
of fuilding Jo. 5 to replace this lost storage spaces

Further Research Required: A careful and connplete sesarch of the newspapers

from 1837 to 1861 shoulid reveal further data on the uses, and perhaps also
the construction of 3uilding lo. 7. Additional information on Ailding Noe 7
will certainly also be found in the 1840=50 correspondence of the United
States Arnory that has been ordered on microfilm from the dational Archives.

Restoration and Historical Sigmificancet

Zuilding Jo. 7 was definitely a part of the 1859=18065 historic scene,
being located adjacent to the original location of the ".ohn Jrown Fort's
As Car as is now known, however, the building was not closely associated
with the John Brown Naid in 1859, other then verhaps being struck by
rullets from the failders' puns. It is therefore reconmended that the
exterior of Puilding No. 7 nwe restorsd to its 1859 sppesrances It is
also believed that from an srchitectural padint of view, the exterior of
this structure, in the main, is substantially as it was in 1859, Thereiore,
only restoration, anl not reconstruction, will be required on the exterior
of this structure.

Monument Use of the Buildinge

Auilding Yo, 7 is lovated close to the original location of the "John
Brown Fort", to which site the iational Park Service hopes to return the
"Port'; Ho. 7 is also situated adbacent to Suilding Hoe 9 and 8, where
we plan to present exhibite that will relate the events of the srown Raid,
Once the Fort has been relocated to its original position, this area will
unloubteily become one of the price visiter attractions in the Momunent,

-l e



Building Ho. 7 is also located along the route followed by vicitors
coming from the railroad station to the Monument = a means of travel
used by a ccnsiderable nuuiber of school groups visiting the area
each year,

It is therefore recommended that the interior of Building o, 7
be utilized as a visitors seasonal rest room for women, To be used
for this purpose only during the heavy travel season and <losed durins
the cold season of the year. This plan would eliminaté the need for
the installation of any heating plant in the building and no restoration
or reconstruction work would be atterpted on the interior of the
structure, - only rehabilitation to fit the interior up for use as
rest rooms being required,
(Wote: Under this plan, visitors rest rooms for men would be located in
Building los 5 )

If this plan is not adopted, I would then suggest that the interior
of Building Wes 7 be stripped to a shell, and visitors not be permitted
to enter the siructure, ) '

Charles li, Snell,
Historian (Park Supervisory)

January 29, 1958



