
59TH CONGRESS, { 
1st Session. f 

SENATE. 
{

DOCUMENT 
No. 49. 

TRUSTEES OF ST. JOHN'S PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH, HARPERS FERRY, W. VA. 

LETTER FROM THE ASSIST.ANT CLERK OF THE COURT OF CLAIMS 
TRANSMITTING A COPY. OF THE FINDINGS OF THE COURT IN 
THE CASE OF THE TRUSTEES OF ST. JOHN'S PROTESTANT EPIS­
COPAL CHURCH, OF HARPERS FERRY, W. VA., AGAINST THE 
UNITED STATES. 

DECEMBER 6, 1905.-Referred to the Committee on Claims and ordered to be 
printed. 

COURT OF CLAIMS, CLERK'S OFFICE, 
Washington, December 5, 1905. 

Sm: Pursuant to the order of the court, I transmit herewith a 
certified copy of the findings of fact filed by the court in the aforesaid 
cause, which case was referred to this court by the resolution of the 
United States Senate, under the act of March 3, 1887, known as the 
Tucker Act. 

I ani, very respectfully, yours, 
JOHN RANDOLPH, 

Assistant Olerk Oourt of Olaims. 
Hon. CHARLES W. FAIRBANKS, 

President of the Senate. 

[Court of Claims. Congressional case No. 11644. Trustees of St. John's Protestant Episcopal Church, of Harper's Ferry, w. Va., v. The United States.} 

STATEMENT OF CASE. 

The following bill was referred to the court April 27, 1904, by resolution of the United States Senate, under an act of Congress approved March 3, 1887, known as the Tucker Act: 

[ S. 1672, Fifty-eighth Congress, first session. J 
"A BII,L for the relief of the trustees of Saint John's Protestant Episcopal Church, of Harpers Ferry, West Virginia. 

"Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Oongress assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to pay, out of any money in the 'rreas­ury not otherwise appropriated, to the trustees of Saint John's Protestant Epis­copal Church, of Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, the sum of three thousand dol­lars, for use of and damage to church building by the military forces of the United States during the late war of the rebellion." 

' 



2 TRUSTEES ST. JOHN'S P. E. CHURCH, HAR~ERS FERRY, W. VA. 

The trustees of St. .John's Protestant Episcopal Church, of Harpers Ferry, 
W. Va., appeared and filed their petition in this court October 29, 1904, in 
which they make the following allegations: 

That during the late war for the suppression of the rebellion the military 
forces of the United States, by proper authority, took possession of the church 
building of St. John's Protestant Episcopal Church, at Harpers Ferry, \V. Va., 
and used and occupied the same for military purposes. That by reason of such 
occupancy repairs were necessary, and the reasonable rental. value of said build­
ing during the period it was so occupied, including the repairs necessary to 
restore the buildilfg to the condition in which it was when the said military 
authorities first took possession of the same, was the sum of $3,000, for which 
no payment has been made. 

The case was brought to a hearing on loyalty and merits on the 5th day of 
April, 1905. G. W. Z. Black, esq., appeared for the claimants, and the Attorney­
General, by W. W. Scott, esq., his assistant and under his direction, appeared 
for the defense and protection of the interests of the United States. 

The court, upon the evidence and after considering the briefs and arguments 
of counsel· on both sides, makes the following · 

FINDINGS OF FACT. 

I. It appears from the evidence that the St. John's Protestant Episcopal 
Church, of Harpers Ferry, W. Va., was, as a church, loyal to the Government 
of the United States throughout the war for the suppression of the rebellion. 

II. During the war for the suppression of the rebellion the church building of 
the St. John's Protestant Episcopal Church, of Harpers Ferry, ·w. Va., was 
taken possession of by the military forces of the United States, under proper 
authority, during the year 1862, who used and damaged the same. The reason­
able rental value and cost of repairs incident to such use and occupai;ion were 
reasonably worth the sum of one thousand seven hundred dollars ($1,700). 

No payment appears to have been made therefor. 

Filed April 10, 1905. 
A true copy. 
Test this 20th day of June, 1905. 
[SEAL.] 

' 

0 

BY THE COURT. 

JOHN RANDOLPH, 

Assistant Olerlc Oourt of Olaims. 
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A. Name and Numl:ler of :9uilding: 

Bldg. No. 48-A. St. Joh..'11ll Protestant Episcopal Church 

B. Pr9P0s.ed Use of Structure and Groun~: 

We ara heartily in accord with ill.atorian Philip R. Smith Jr'a. 

recom:uenda.tion t.~at the :ruin of tha Protestant EpiaCO'pdl be 

stabilized only since it is one of the mo:!J"!: attractive features 

of the area to many visitora. 

C. Provisions for Operatinq tha Chur,ef1: 

No funds have bellm proqra.tm1:1ad for the stabili:1a.tion of thia 

picturesqu.~ ruin. 

D. ~relimina.zy Estimata of Cost of Stabilizing t.i.i.a Structure 1 

11.000 The preliminary eatimatG of the coat of st@ilisini'J 

this strncture is $1,000. 

Paqe l of 1 



CHAPTER I 

1. ~?P1JP O.F THE IA11m, 1796-1868 

The lot on which St. John's Episcoptl Clnlrch we.a .built WI.la part of the 

property purchand on June lS, 1796, by the United States from John Wager, 
l 

Sr., for the purpose of establishinq a Ped.4tr&l. Anricry at Iiupera Ferry. 

It had oriqinally been thest.te of the ao-c::Uled Pree Church, built in 1825, 
2 

and used. until 1 t burned dow in January, 1845. Thia had been the first 
3 

Qrant of land for church purpona mad.a by the Anoory. 

The Epiacopal Church had first requested in Febrwuy, 18-49, UP of 

a lot on the main road leadinq from the lo"Wer part of the town and midway 

bet-wen the lower t°"'n and Camp Hill so &a to bill convenient fo:r member• of 
4 

the co.noreqation 11 'rinq in the upper and lo-w.r town. The propond ai te is 

81\own on tho ap on the following Pl<;;fl• TM conqreqation fin.mlly ~ided 
s 

in January, 18Sl, on the lot formerly oocupiEKi by the Free Churc:lh. Up to 

that time, the 0011QJ:eqation had bMn meetinq in the &iperintendant•a Old 
6 

Office, which wa.B located on Lot 1, Block A, Shenandoah Street. 

By te:nu of th• lMH on Januuy 16, 1851, bat'Wftn the Secretary of Wu 

l. Deed, June 15, 1796, 'Waqer to u.s., National Archive•, Reel 21, V.7, 
p.704-708. 

2. y.&maja. Fr• Pre19, January l&, lUS, p.2, c.6. 

3. Major SyndnQton, atperintendsnt of the Axmory, to Col. Talcott, Ordn&nce 
Office, r.bruary 15, 1149, Reel 26, V.2, p.199. 

-'• Application of Proteatant Episcopal Congreqation to Secretary of War 
Willia Marcy, FebrWU'Y S, 1849, Rffl 23, V.12, p.114-115; Major Symington 
to Col. Talcott, Filbruuy 1, 1149, iMl 23, V .12,. p.1112-lll:Se 

s. Major Syainqton to Col. Talcott, Janwuy 10, 1851, :i•l 28., V .3, p.202. 

6. Application of Protestant E~aoopal Co~tion to Seoretuy of Wu 
William Le Marcy, Febrwuy 5, 1~9, 1'Hl 13,. V .12, p.11"9-115. 

-1-
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fl'~:..,.'3,Ly' Ot 

Ee.rcy M:i8 

a.~ tho church tnrte•a, the lots for the church ud a pusenaqe were to 
f ;C., 

be used, *At the will and sufferance of the United States, who specially 
~ 

r•served the r.tqht to reenter and have the tJi1tJ,e ac;ain, as if no such grant •• 
7 

had been made." The terms were in k.eepiniJ id.th the understandin9 reached 

at the time ot the a.qreement with the FreG Church in 1825 which was to be 
8 

uaed. a.11 a modal for similar ~tai!'nts :nade with churches in :following years. 

Aceordinr,; to a. letter from Sllperintendent Lee to tho Ordnance Off ice dated 

March 28, 1827, the indh1.dualt.t who uaisted in the ereotio.'1 of that church 

did not 11expect or claim any vested rights, control, or proprietorship in 

the buildinq, they c:ontiider it u .belOnQinq to the government wholly with 

the underatandino tl:!At it is to bl and will oontinue to be appropriated for 
9 

the use of publio worship and of Schools for the eitisens of this place ••• • 

At the ti.mtt of the Rrplua land so.le in 1832, the lot used by the Epix­

copal Chu.rc:h was eot aaid.e fer that UH in accordance with the policy out­

lined in the followinq stattm1nt by the Secretary of Wua 

*From thia Al• will bl expected au.ch lots er portiou of Q'1'0Wld aa are 
recommended in Aid report of 24 September• to be reserved. Also such other 
lota or portions of qrou.."\ds as ue deai9114tfld on. the plat above described 
u ti. si tea of Churches, parao1lAQ9a, or public inati tutions of any kind, 
leavinq to the per!IONI or Corporations intereated in Aid reaervationa to DPf'l'f i-c 
Conqre1111 for & title to t.hG S4me, which I h&.ve no power to qrant .• 10 

The final location of the lot for the cbu.tch may bl Men on the 1848 

and 1852 milP• on paqea 4 and 5 of thia repoi-te On Decembtr 15; 1868, ti tl• 
11 

to this lot waa Qranted to the church by an Act of Conqren. The final 

Ilise of the lot 9'1'Anted to the church by Gonqnaa to the Protaatant Epi11-

oopal Church in 1868 will bl found on the 1869 fl14P on page 6. 

1. LMM for the ProtNtAnt Bpiacopal Church, Je.nuuy 16,. 1851,, Reel 25, 
v .2. p.,192. 

a. See Smith, Philip R., Jr., "History of the Methodist Epiacope.l. Church, 
1818-1868 and th• Fr• Church, 1818-1845,,. dated October 23, 19581 rni11ed 
Much 16, 1959. 
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Jl • @NS'!RUCTION OP, TliE ~OTESTANT EP_I-~PAL CHURC/1, 18SJ.-1SS2 

The ladies of the Prollusta.nt Episcopal Conqreqation held a church fair 

in th.~ week of ~r %01 J.049, to raise funds for tht! construction of 
12 

the church. A careful check of the National Archi vea matl9rial and the 

V!rdn!a Fm Pr•fa, l&S0-1355, fails to reveo.l any data on tha corurt:ruo­

tion of the bJ.ildinq, The church, howvu, wu probably eonst.rueted in 

1851 or 1852, after the qrant of tl'lo lease by the government for this p.u­

;poaa in JtmUary, 1851. Ia Deo«cber, 1851, t.lte ladies held another festi-
13 

val fOl' tho benefit of the church., 

TM c.b.urch wa.a approxi•tely 31; by eo fMt in m.u,- and W48 17 feet 
14 

hiql\ to the ea.wa, with wod shinqle roof., l t Wt1lll a one story buildinq 

with hlae'119nt, conat:ru.oted of f1•ld aton.a w1 th oonor.te facinq. Prtor to 

1865 there was a l'lm>!lll annex at tho l'atU" of th.a church t.hat proba.bl.y con­

td.Md the al.tu; tM• wa.a later ~ved,. but there 1• .U.11 FAhYucal •Yi­

den.,. in the rear of the b.tilding today th&t indicated that the annex llMtl 

once there. A .belfzy was a.dditd to the lrt~ after ti. C1Yil Wu. 

There wu a window at high in the front wall that prohahl.y liqhted 

the .rafter• of the b.Uldinq. Than were four lart,;e winduws in either 1ide­

wall of the buildini;, With four tllllaller ones in the bQ.aemsnt. A flight of 

stepe led up to the front 4oor throuQh a one ato?Y porch frora Church Street; 
15 

4"idencea of the entnmce·reuin today. 

9. Major Syminqton to Col, Talcott, Fel:>ruary lS, 18491 Reel 26, V.2, p.199. 

10. Report of Board of Officer, 5-ptl&llbar 24, 18511 Approved by Secretary 
ot wu. JllDA io, iasa, RMl 24, v.a, p.aoJ-306., a. alao 1as2 map. 

11. 1869 Map, Cft!losm• of tM l:t!y::pe:r1 Fem Amtt Ptgptrtv to kt -!Ols:J 
Br th! Uni ts St§t•• on tll! 3Q!lt NoJW?b!t• 18694 at th! Tos of H!rp!rf 
fem, V&a 

12. ViWm!: ft!! Pn•t• ~r 20, 1849, p.,3, c.3. 

_.,_ 



In 1907 Ma.t wa provided by stoVtaa and there were oil lamps to pro-
16 

vida li~t •. 

Thia may l:.o seen by glancinQ at the 1894 and 1907 maps wrJ.c...lt d.ppear 

on the next two page» of this report. 

Tha bu.il&J.nq was ~ dllrinq too Civil War, but waa :repaired and 

put in good <:lOndi tion betwen lS7S and iaao (see PhotoCJrapl\ HF-379). I ts 

pre&&,.1\t state of ruin thus stEl!U from a n6qleet of the structur'IJ that oo­

curred after 1907, rather than .from any dastr.wtion rluri:nq tho Civil We.r. 

Bldq. No. 48A wws used u a ehureh from the time of ita construction 

until it wu qiTen up by it• c:onqreqation at 809 dat• after 1907. AccorQ.. 

inq to Joseph BArX7 in the Stt!!l9!,S~W of HArar! Fem, this church alone; 

with the fifl'G other olm.reMS in the tcrwn \1148 ~And WlUMoreted du.rin9 
17 

the Civil War. It wall J)l'Ob&bly uaed ~• a hospital or bu'racka in the 

1861-1865 period. The churoh was therefore not \jsed by 1 ts co.'lQ'l'eqation 

durlno the Ci'fil War, but was repaired atter the war and continued. in use 

a.a a church from al::iout l81S or 1980, a.a ia evidenced by photoqraphs and 

maps, until at leiurt 1907. 

13. ~h·¢.nia fI!! Pt!!!; Decemblr is, 1851, p.2. c: .. l. 

14. Perrta-D.snborn Y..a;> Company, Hupers Ferry,. Jitfforaon County, West Virginia., 
November,. 18941 see nut paqe. · 

15. PhotOQrapruu HF-641 HF-46, HP-2401 m:-&, mt-11, m:,..449_, HF-SS1 BF-25, 
.BF-·U, RF-379, HF-99, ~95, RF-4861 HF-384. ~9831 in Appendix I of thia 
rGpOJ"t. 

16. Sanborn Map Company, Harpers Ferry /1 Jeffe.raon County, West Virginia., 
Sept~, l907A Sec pa~ lOe 

17. :+bt Sttt-'N' Stoq of E'arp!.r1 Fem, JoMph Ba..rry., 'lhompeon Brots., 
Martinaburq. w. v ••• 1903, p.112. 
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4. m;grr-..m.ciu.. fmifrS AND .~.Ams 

.:n1 h,i5torioal prints and photograph$. 14 in !lUl'llber, an.d on• modern 

photograph of Bldg .. ~o. 48A, will be four.d in i.ppencli.x I of this report. 

5. f!ISTORl~'\L PL.r'U~ CF BLDG: No.. 48A 

No 'historical plans of Bldq. lk .. 4SA have .been found a.n.d it is unll.kely 

that any will ~r ho found. Mod.am t»&suxed dra.wi.llQa of this atruoture 

have not yc.t :been pr~pu$d. 

6. .PQMVdlliJ Q? HISTCPJCAL DA1};,:'t 

A. Ovn.ouMR ot ta~ lsmd 
The Protestant Epiacopll. Church Lot wu o\lalied by H"9 United states 

Government from 1796 to 1868. :F:om l81S uaill lS4S the lot •• lea.Hd ~J' the 
United Sutoa t,, the eo.nt;re~tion.of tM l'r.$e Cl~.u«::h. ?rom. Ja.nua.ry 16* 18518 

-11-



to D~r 15,, 1868, the lot was next lea.ued by the Uni tad States to t...lw 

Prior to l86S there wu a. amiall annex at the rear of the church that 

probably contained the albu'J thia ws la,ter removoct.. :blt there is evidence 

on the rear of the church today to indicate that it was once there. There 

w1u1 no zelf'ry on tho structure before the Civil :!far. 

There waa a window .oot high in the front wall that pro.h\bly li9hted 

the rt!l.fters of ~ l::uilding. There were fou:r'.larc,,"e window in eit~r sids 

wall of tlw buildinq with four :aall•r onea in tlw baseme."lt. A flic;ht of 

steps led up to the front door through a one story porch from. Church Stroot. 

Tha l:uild.inq was ufMK! from iaso or 1851 '1i:ihen the church was !;;uilt until 

1907 or thereafter for 4 church for the Protestant Episcopal Conqret;ation of 

P.arper.s Perry. It was damAqed duri::u;; t.1te Di vil t-iar and w.a:s prohilil.y u.med 

by trcopa aa a. hospital. a."1d. bura.~. 

The exterior of Eldr.;. No. 48-t'\ oould pJ"Obahly be restored to its 1359-

65 appear&&ice on the baaia of evidence conuuM<i in the photOQraphs in Appon-

dlx I of ttJ.s report. Such reatoration, ~r, is not recommended. The 
-1-;J.-

.,..i-e;;. 



the :.:Uildinq holds a certain cluum for the viai tor ~ch 7'0u1d certainly ~ 

lost if it t<."as to 1:.-.e rost:oreci. .1n additional ar;;~n-t age.inst the rostora-

then persona inter~sted in. the complete :rest.oration. ot the ruina of tho Pres-

will ru:t\Otl!\t to <\bout ~l,000. All thi.~"'11 considered# it is therefore recc::m-­

m.ended tbat Bldg'. No. 48-A hi atabtllzed. .\ l95S map ahovi:tQ' the present 

-13·­
~ 

Philip a. 3mit~ jr. 
?ar.i; Iliatorian 
Cctober ~~l~S 
Revised !of.arch 66 l9S9 
Reviaod May 6., 1989 
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f!a.rn!rs Fern and Wooden Covere~ Brid.ge 
Prom the Maryland Shore. Before June 14, 

1861 .. 

Original contributed by John Perry. 
National Geographic Pile No .. 140319-A. 
BP-64. 

-'3.· This :photograph was taken before the hridg'e was destroyed and 

shows three of the churches that this report is concerned with., 

Just over the Harpers Ferry end of the covered bridge is St. 

Peter's Catholic Church; to tha right of it up on the hill is Bldq. 

No. 65 and next to it the Protestant Episcopal Church, Building No .. 

48-A. On the same level with the latter two buildinqs and on the . 
right of the photo9raph is the Hsthodist Episcopal Church. 

----... ~~--·"='""'"'""""--~·'.;;:..:.::_- _.;..·-i;..-·- .:___. .... ~-~~""-~---"''--··-" 
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ffamer! Peru Prom the Base of Muzland 
Heights 

From the Gettysburg N .. M .. P .. 
HF-46. 

This photograph ns made after June 14, 1861, when. the Shen­

andoah Brldqe wa.a destnJved and before February 1, l8Hq when the 

Thia photograph shows all the churches that this report is 

concerned with. The building on the hill behind tM town in the 

left center of the pictuze is St .. Peter's Catholia Church. To the 
' right of it and up the hill are Building Bo .. 65 and the Protestant 

!piscoptlll Churahq Bu.ildinq No. 48-A.. The two la.roe buildings on the 

hill toward the dqht of the phctoq.ra.ph a.re the Methodist Episcopal . 

Church and the Methodist Protestant. The Methodist Episcopal is the 
LJl-"je. 
iij,il"n building to the left of the umory ~· &ta.ck while the Metho-

. t,,bove c')vr<f -!c1 1'1'l /ef-f o-f 
dist Protestut iajjusthind/\the stack.. The two latter churehee 

are missing in the photographs taken after the wr. 
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Ha:rpen Fern, Photosu!J?hed immediately 
After the Evacuation of the Rebels. 

Af 1!£! @ 1 'i@'.Il• 186f.: 

Photoq:raphed by C. 0., Bostwick .. 
Reproduced from the Library of Conqress, 
(13344-36) ii 
HF-240 • 8b.'w v I' i=-t-v ......._jtP+Cf u 

This photoqratph, taken in 186j, shows the churches with whi'1h 

this report is concerned. St. Peter's Catholic Church is shown on 

the extreme left of the hill in ba.ok of the town,, Up the hill and 

to the ri9ht of the Catholic Church is Buildin.q No.,., 65 and to th49 

:dqht of a,. across the street, is Building No .. 4S:A, the Protes­

tant Episcopal Church. On the &a.me level and to the right upon f;he 

hill ue the Methodist Episcoplll and the Methodist Protestar1.t 

Churches. In BF-449, tak4H\ after 1865, all the churches remain 

with the exception of the Methodist Epiacopelian Church that was so 
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View. of rtawrs Perry, the Junction 
of the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivera 
.from Loudoun. Heights ca .. 1851-1865,. 

From Fra...'lk !A'l~lie 1 s Illustrated History 
of the Civil War, New York, 1895, p.373. 
Wood Engravinq HF-6, National A.rchi ves 
BA-2164. 

This engraving was made in. the period of 1861 to 1865,. This 

view shOWB two of the chu:rclles mentioned in this report.. The Catho­

lic Church is shown in the eente:r of the photograph with the parochi­

al school shown in the rear of the church. 

To the left of the church in the engraving and further up the 

hill is the Protesta..11.t Epiacopal Church. This ia the only illustra­

tion showing the add! tion on. the rear of the church oonta.ininq the 

In the foreqround of the town is a church that will be dealt 

with in a later :report, the Presbyterian. 
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View from the North bank of the Potomac 
looking across the river at Harper• Fe:rry, 
Ruined britjqe in foreground. 1862. 

National Archives Still Picture Section, 
Order No. CN-5079. 
HF-11. 

This view was taken after 1862 since the Perry Lot buildings 

This is a good view of all the churches that this report is 

To the left of the photograph, juat over the wrecl::aqe of the 

b.ddqe, ma.y be seen St. Pete:r 1 a Catholic Church. To the right of 

the chureh and up the hill may be .ffen Bu.ild!nq No. 65. To the 

riqht of Building No. 65 is the Protestant Epiaoopal Church, 

Buildinq llo. •&-A. It a.ppaua that the church hu auffered so.m.e · 

less. 
N1 er/ /tlJf:AG+ 

To the left of the booms on the hridqe appears the .l2cetaet:tmt 

Epi:soopal Church that was later destroyed a.'1.d removed,. The luge 

building to the .right of the booms located on the hill is the 

Method.in Protestant Church. 

All of the church tuildinqs with the exception of the Catholic 

Church apped?' to be windowless and not in use. 
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HP-449 
Whe1-1 

HF-449 was ta.ken in 1865 just after the war au'1. befere the 

new Baltimore and Ohio bridge was constructed. 

is concerned with the exception of the Methodist Episcopal Church 

which was removed during the war,. St. Peter's Catholic: Church is 

e.t the left over the railroad bridge., a.nd appears to he unda.ma.ged. 
FY I 3ht 

Up the hill to the ~ of the church is buildinq No. 65 and next 
P.ifct Yt)j, 

to that i:s the P.rob!latant :Episcopal Chu:rcht\ t~t appeus to UJ'.fil 
' 

been damaqed dudnq the war since the 'W1.ndowa are missing t09ether 

with the auurs leadinq to the door in front. The Methodist Epi>' 
. ~19ht . 

copal Churoh is missin9 and on the fu l:eft on the hill the Metho-

dist Protestant appears to have been damaged from its occupation by 

Union troops and the battles that raged around the town,. 
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Joh..."1. Brown's Pgrt, ~:rs Per:q, IlF-55 

• { 8-'70 

flJdto Made bet~en 1865 CL'1d :.see-because the Wager F..ouse porch is 
we 1/eJ fl'\ up fG -the 5d2o>< ... J Ffoo't" 

~e;t11:r,.,d. The engine house is in the foregrou..""td of the picture. 

Above it and to the left of it may be ~en the Catholic Churoh be-

fora it waa ~delad. Just behind the Catholic Chura.11 may be seen 

the pa.roclUal school. In the upper right ha.."1.d of the picture may 

be seen the Protestant Episcopal Church, Building 110. 48-A,. To 
Le.f-t 

the :rt~ht-of the building may be seen the roof of Building No. 65. 
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PotoMc River {Maryland an.d Lou.~n 
Heisahts) from Hamers Fen:y Hill. 

~ 1?c.o ag::z rt71D 

Library of Congress No. 133, Lot 4164. 
Prom Gettysburg N.M.P. Cot. 17, 195'7. 
lIP-25. 

This photoqraph shows the roof of the Protestant Episcopal 
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View gf Hypers Fern from the foot of 
Martland IIaig:M:s Look:ing directl,x at 
-the tovm. Betwe~n 1370 and 18D: 

Prom Gettysburg N.M .. P .. 
HF-43 .. 

The St. Peter1 a Catholic:: Church is shown in left center of 

the photograph before its restoration. To the le.ft of the church 

and .behind the Waqer HouN ma.y .be seen the cupola of the Catholic 

ljqh+ 
Up the hill and to the 4aft of the St .. Peter's Catholic 

Episcopal Church haw not yet been eraeted; also the belfry on the 

front of the building hu not yet been constructed.,. 
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In 18~'s before the :reconstruction of the St. Peter's Ca.tho-

lio Church. 

To the left and over the Port is the St. Peter'a Catholic 

Church, as yet un:.restored.. Just visible behind l t is the cupola 
If, <3 h+ 

of the parochial school .. In the upper~ hand. corner of the 

photograph is the Protestant Episcopal Churc.li' f3/d6 1)-T/;;. 

J'.;1 t-< .(/ /:, ",..._· ;-;_,_ Jv/,,,,i;_,,,.,'> c ...... _~:-,-~ .. 
. j .:,; 
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National Geographic, 140321-A. 
m'-99 .. 

This viev $howa the town between 1892., when the Baltimore and 

Ohio RaJ.l~d tra~s were moved and before 1896 heca:a.se the Catholic 

Church ha• not yet been :remodeled. 
f3hc,k 

The Catholio C'..nu:rch is the •te?te building in the o.ep.ter of the 

photoqraph with the five arched windowa and the steeply. Behind it 
f!()V'Mf~- . and to the left. of it~ in the photoi;p:a.ph ia tl~._parOeldu aGhool_, IJ':f IE' q A '"- div f' 1/,,,..:) 'f·a .,. .. -t-:6:. p., '" s-r·, , 

Ju.st a.hove the school in the photograph and up the hill is 

the P:roteata.nt Episcopal Church, Buildin.q No. 48-A. It appeara to be 

in operation.1 this nfutes th.e claims th.At the building was destroyed 

dtu'ing the vu. The staira on the front of the building- a.nd"the 

wind(llw# have been repaired,. A Wfry has been a.&Wd to the top of ~- . 

the huildinq. 

The foundations of Building No. 65 may be seen just below and 

to the left of the Protestant Church. 

It may be noted that the Methodist Protestant and Methodist 

:Spi$copal. Churches have been :removed., The building directly behind 

the steepl~ of the Cllthol.ie Church on the corner of High and Church 

streeta is •rected on the site of the Methodist Protestant Church. 
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Ha;wrs F'errx from Har1la.r1.d Heights .. 

This photograph was tak:en prior to 
1896 because the St. Peter's Catho­
lic C'nurch has not been :remodf,?led 
and after 1892;1' q ::> -The "FO 1-- T ' 5 

BP-95. 

This photoqr4ph wa11 donated through 
the oourteS.f of Mra. J. J\. Greenland. 

St. Peter's Catholic Chu.rah is located a little to the left 

of the center in. the picture. It is the buildinq mth three 

arched windows and belfry on the top. This was just prior to the 
fJe m o<f.~ f 1119' 

complete '"!'li1'8tsl'atiem of t1le .buildinq. 

To the riqht of the Catholic Church a.'1.d up t1w hill is the 

Protestant Episcopal Church, Buildinq lo1 4&-A. Note the steps 

in front of the building and the belfry cm top. The windows ap.­

peu to have been put in, and from all indioaticna the building 
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The Picture!9\'le Passasre Th.rough The 
Blue Ridge of the United Potomaa 

and Shenandoah. 

HP-486.., 

Taken after 1896 'When the St .. Peter's 
Catholic Church wu :remodeled and pos­
sibly before 1910. 

In the foreground of the photog.raph is the Protestant Bpi&-

copa.l Church,. Building No. 48-A. In the 10""..mr :portion of the 

.building- may ~ seen the outline on the wall of the buildinq of 

the cha.noel shown in HP-6,. There is also a belfry.on the front 

of the buildi:nq that is missinq in the Di ttmeyer postcud, HF-

384. 

To the right of the Protestant Episcopal Church is St. 
f<JCM("'- _A . 

Peter's Catholic Church and the,.P'ttochial school behln¥;t the 
• _J J /a/ ~.-. L!,., --,, ., ..! . 

~'/ ~ /;>(.?/fr'.<} t,· :.: e;. • .,...:; •.• , .,. v - •w • ;';~. 

church. The11sohool is a ho ~story J:i:aild!aq-a The belfry on 

the roof of the school, shown in earlier photoqrapha, is ·f~;J:, 

missing. 
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Junction of the Potomi!lc a."ld Shenandoah 
Rivers, 1910. 

View from. Jefferson Rock looking toward 
tb.e Gap. .Postcard #5, Walter E. Ditt­
m.aye:r, HP-384. 

In the foreground is the roof of the Prot~sta.nt Episcopal 

Church, Building No. 4d-A.. It is to be noted that the buildinq 

appears to be whole and in u.se. To the right of the Protestant 

Episcopal Church ia St. Peter's Catholic Church, re.modeled in 

1896.. The low:r portion of the Protestant Episcopal Church $hows . 
where tfu!t chancel waa formerly locat~d; a similar addition is 
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Jb"CTION OF THE POTOMAC AND SHENANDOAH RIVERS. MEETING OF THE STATES OF MARYLAND, WEST VIRGINIA ANO VIRGINIA. 
HARPERS FERRY, W. VA. 



BP-983 

HP-983 shows the south and east sides of the ruins of the 

Protestant Episcopal ruins, Building No,. 48-A- This waa taken in 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
Rupe~l~4ii~I)ff}1~nt 

Ha.rpe:rs Perry, West Vir9inl.a 

ieqiona.l Director, Reqion Pi ft 

S'uperlntendent, H'arpera Ferzy National Mc>mm.ent 

&bjeet: Blstorlc BW.ldinq Report., Bldq. No. 4S...A,, St. John's 
Protestant .EpiaeopU Church., Reaearcll Project lo. 
RF-22.A 

H30 

Enolond plHM find four eopi•• of the lli.atoric Buildil\!3 
Report,. Part I., for "Bldq. lo. 48-A, Stw .. Jolm#a Probusfant Episcopal Clnuoh. • dated October 23, 1958, revised March 6, 1959, 33 paqe•• 
Bistciriu Philip R. ad.th,, Jr., h4a written the Historlcal hta &Qoo 
tioa and l have prepu-ed the A.&d.niattaU.ve Data., 

iaeuch .i~ of the other three chuclws included in tl1e orlgi.Ml rGpert will be nbldtted in the neu fa.tu.re. 

_(SGD) FRANK H. ANDERSON 

Fra.n.t H. Auderaon 
Superintendent 



- l 

i ' 

\. 

Memorandum 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Region Five 

421 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia 6, Pa. 

April 23, 1959 H. F. NAT. MON. 
REC'D. 

APR 2 4 1959 

To: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry 

From: Regional Historian 

IN REPl. Y REFER TO: 

H30 

Subject: Historic Building Report, Bldg., No. 48-A, St. John's 
Protestant Episcopal Church. Research Project-'No. HF-22A' 

We think the opening section of this report should be sim­
plified and "narrative-ized" somewhat along the lines of the following: 

"The lot on which St. John's Episcopal Church was built was 
part of the property purchased on June 15, 1846 by the United 
States Government from John Wager, Sr., for tye purpose of es­
tablishing a Federal Armory at Harpers Ferry. It had originally 
been the site of the so-called Free Church, built in 18~, used 
till burned down in the winter of 1844-45. This had been the 
first grant of land for church purposes made by the Armory.2 

"The Episcopal Church had first requested (in 18_) use of 
a lot [give location, and refer to map] for its parsonage and 
church building, but had switched to the Free Church site. Up 
to that time, the congregation had been meeting in -----.3 By 
terms of the lease on January 16, 1851 between the Secretary of 
War and the church trustees, the lots were to be used 'at the 
will and sufferance of the United States, who specially reserved 
the right to reenter and have the same again, as if no such 
grant ••• had been made.'4 The terms were in keeping with the 
understanding reached at the time of the agreement with the Free 
Church in 1825.5 According to a letter from. Superintendent Lee 
to --- dated March 28, 1827, the individuals who assisted in the 
erection of that church did not 'expect or claim any vested 
rights, control or proprietorship in the building, they consider 
it as belonging to the government wholly with the understanding 
that •••• ' [A footnote at this point might mention the no 
immediately relevant detail regarding school and Masonic Hall 



I 
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use of the Free Church building - or - this might be saved for 
a separate report on that church.] 

"At the time of the surplus land sale in 1952~ the lot used 
by the Episcopal Church was set aside for that use in accordance 
with the policy outlined in the following statement by the Secre• 
tary of War: - - - 11 

In the construction section that follows, some documentation 
should be given for the findings on page 11, the first two full para­
graphs. 

In duplicate 

Attachments 4 

~~ ~lU//L.. 
Frank Barnes -
Regional llisto~ian 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Harpers Ferry National Monument 
Harpers Ferry, West Vi:rqinia 

May 611 1959 

Prom: Su.perlntendent 11 Harpers Ferry National Monument 

Subjects Blatorio Building Report, Bldl;;., No. 48-A, St. John&s 

Prote11tut Episcop&l Church. Re:seueh Project No. 

BF-22.A 

Enelo"d pluae find fO'll:r eopie11 of the "'Historic 
Buildinq Report 11 :Part I 11 for Bldq. No. 48A, St. •John'• Pro­

testant Epiacopll Clmxch,• reTiaed May 6, 195911 30 paqea. 

TM ha.1 been re'fi&Md by Historian Philip R. Snith, Jr., in 
compliance with Reqioal Historlu Frank .&rnea' memorandum 
of April 23. 

H30 

l~GD) FRANK H. ANDERSON 

Prank H. Anderaon 
fkaperlntendent 

In dnplioate 

Encilonre1 
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421 ft<llhl~U"4 

Philadelphia 6 • 

Hay u. 1959 

H. F. NAT. MON. 

REC'D. 

AY 131959 
hoou Actia, ~oul Director 

ACT I INFO 

SUPT S--1? 1.Z:: 
RGi< ~ . 

h1ST Pf-J-3- C~ 
ADM. A'i): 1~ 

'" . : :it13.{El?l' .,, I~ 

SUl>jee.t: Matoric Strucbln& le.port. Part I ... luildiq 48A 
(St .. John'• r.1. Chunh) • ~ F•tty tm 

In ecot~ witll tba proe~e ov.tliud 1a..po...11-so. 

Put x. for hllding Be. 48A (St. Job'• r.1. ~h) II ltarpu• 

Fen:y HM.. A copy of the :report ia aleo Ming fonrarded to the 

la 6'p11cate 

A.ti.~. l 

{Sgd .) George A. Paf mer 

~· 1.. Palmer 
.ktia& lqicmal Mrutor 

con to: Chid, moc. w/atta~ ... 
Supc., ~r111 furJi-----



H.F. NAT. MON. 
REC'D. 

MAY 211959 

18, i9;9 

To: l\egional Director, &gicn F1ve 

~1 Acting ~ ArclU.tee:t 

I ACT i INfO 

-~-:.in-1$""-)4 i a~ 
.((;K ! 
H:ST i,~ <:It"'& t~f-
ADM. A:C1 l 
.V,f ,--

:~ ~~. 

Subject: 1li1'toric Stru.ctu.rea Re:port, ~ t., :£mtlA1n& lfo. 4BA .. (St .. Jotm!e l>.,E. Cb.vcll), ~n 'f/erq -

!he Ili.storic ~turea lwp:srt1 Part I_. Bu'l42n& Ho. 4&.1 

(St .. ~Q?m.'• P.E. Chu...-®} 1 ~n hl1.'l Ii&~ k~t .. baa~ 
~ b:f the in~~ DiVis.tona in the ~ o.ff'ice ~ 

b~tor~. 

eow to: Cb.id', EODC (a) 
vhgt., ~n lrerq 

Charle• V.. Leuig1 Aetiq 
all.et' .Architect 



Memorandum 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Region Five 

421 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia 6, Pa. 

May 21, 1959 

To: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument 

From: Regional Director 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

H30 

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part I - Building No. 48A 
(St. John's P.E. Church) 

This is a very good report, and we are pleased to recom-

mend for approval the proposals made regarding the stabilization 

of the ruins of this structure. ~ Jc;i 
Daniel J. Tobin \ 

In duplicate 

Copy to: Director 
Chief, EODC 

Regional Director 

H. F. NAT. MOr'!. 
REC'D. ; 

MAY 2 2195~ 
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