591H CONGRESS, . SENATE. Documunt
1st Sesséon. No. 49.

TRUSTEES OF ST. JOHN’S PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL
: CHURCH, HARPERS FERRY, W. VA.

LETTER FROM THE ASSISTANT CLERXK OF THE COURT OF CLAINMS
TRANSMITTING A COPY OF THE FINDINGS OF THE COURT IN
THE CASE OF THE TRUSTEXS OF ST. JOEN'S PROTESTANT EPIS.
COPAL CHURCH, OF HARPERS FERRY, W. VA,, AGAINST THE
UNITED STATES.

DECEMBER 6, 1905.—Referred to the Committee on Claims and ordered to be
printed.

Courr or Craims, CrLerk’s Orrior,
Washington, December 6, 1905.

Sir: Pursuant to the order of the court, I transmit herewith a
certified copy of the findings of fact filed by the court in the aforesaid
cause, which case was referred to this court by the resolution of the -
United States Senate, under the act of March 3, 1887, known as the
Tucker Act.

I am, very respectfully, yours,

&

Jorx Ranvoren,
Assistant Olerk Court of Claims.
Hon. Cruarues W. Faireanks, '
President of the Senate.

[Court of Claims., = Congressional ‘case No; 11644. Trustees . of - St. John’s Protestant
Episcopal Church, of Harper's Ferry, W. Va., ¢ /The United States.]

STATEMENT: OF CASE.

The following bill was referred to the court April 27, 1904, by resolution of
the United States Senate, under an act of: Congress approved March 3, 1887,
“known as the Tucker Act:

[8..1672, Fifty-eighth Congress; first session:]

“A BILL for the relief of the trustees of Saint John's Protestant Episcopal Church, of
Harpers: Ferry, West: Virginia,

“‘Be it endcted by the Senate and House of -Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be,
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to pay, out of any money in the Treas-
ury not otherwise appropriated, to the trustees of Saint John's Protestant Hpis-
copal Chureh, of Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, the sum of three thousand dol-
lars, for use of and damage to church building by the military forees of the
Unifed States during the late war of the rebellion.”



2 TRUSTEES ST. JOHN’S P. E. CHURCH, HARPERS FERRY, W. VA.

The trustees of St. Johu's Protestant Episcopal Church, of Harpers Ferry,
W. Va., appeared and filed their petition in this court October 29, 1904, in
which they make the following allegations:

That during the late war for the suppression of the rebellion the military

forces of the United States, by proper authority, took possession of the church
puilding of St. John’s Protestant Episcopal Church, at Harpers Ferry, W. Va,,
and dsed and occupied the same for military purposes. That by reason of such
occupancy repairs were necessary, and the reasonable rental value of said build-
ing during the period it was so occupied, including the repairs necessary to
restore the building to the condition in which it was when the said military
wuthorities first took possession of the same, was the sum of $3,000, for which
no paynment has been made. :
“The cage was brought to a hearing on loyalty and merits on the 5th day of
April; 1005, Q. W. Z. Black, es(., appeared for the claimants; and the Attorney-
General; by W. W. Scott, esq., his assistant and under his direction, appeared
for the defense and protection of the interests of the United States.

The court, upon the evidence and after considering the briets and arguments
of counsel on both sides, makes the following: .

FINDINGS: . OF FACT,

I, It appears from the evidence that the St John’s Protestant Episcopal
Church, of Harpers Ferry; W. Va., was, as a church, loyal to the Government
of ‘the United States throughout the war for the suppression of the rebellion.

II. During the war for theé suppression of the rebellion the church building of
““the St John’s Protestant Episcopal Church; ‘'of ‘Harpers: Ferry, W. Va., was

taken possession of by ‘the military forces of the United States, under proper
authority, during the year 1862, who used and damaged the same.  The reason-
able rental valtue and cost of repairs incident to such use and occupation were
reasonably worth the sum of one thousand seven hundred doHars ($1,700).

No payment appears to have been made therefor. :
By 1HE COURT.
Tiled April 10, 1905.

A true copy.

Test this 20th day of June, 1905,

[8EAL.] JOHN RANDOLPH,
Assistant Clerk: Court of Claims.
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SECTICE I - ADMIFRISTRATIVE DATA

Hame and Mumber of Building:

3ldg. No. 48-4, St. John?z Protestant Episcopal Church

Provooged Use of Structure and Grounds:

We axs heartily in accord with Historian Philip R. Smith Jrfs.
recommendation that the ruln of the Protestant Episcopal be
stabilized only gince it im one of the most attractive features
of the arsa to many visitors.

Provisions for Operating the Church: ~

Yo funds have been programmad for the stabilization of this
pleturesque ruin.

Prelininary Estimate of Cost of Stabilizing the Structure:

$1,006 The preliminary estimate of the cost of stabilizing

this structure is §1,000,

Page 1 of 1
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CHAPTER 1

1. £SEERSHIP OF THE LAND, 1796-1868

The lot on which St. John’s Episcepal Church was bulli was part of the

property purchased on June 15, 1796, by the United States from John Wager,
1
Sr., for the purpose of establishing a Federal Aymory at Harpers Perry.

It had originally been thesite of the so-called Pree Clmrch, built in 1825,
2
and used until it burned down in Jamuary, 1845. This had been the first
3
grant of land for c¢hurch purposes made by the Armory.

The Episcopal Church had first requested in Pebmn:g, 1849, use of
a lot on the main road leading from the lower part of the town and midway
betwsen the lower town and Camp Hill sc as to ke convenient for members of
the ccngregation living in the upper and lower tmm.‘ The proposed site is
shown on the map on the following page. The congregation finally ddcided
in January, 1851, on the lot fermerly cccupied by the Free Chnrch.s Up to
that time, the congregation had been meeting in the &tperintcndgnt'n Qld
Office, which was located on Lot 1, Block A, Shenandoah Street .6

By terms of the lease on January 16, 183), between the Secretary of War

1. Deed, June 15, 1796, Wager to U.S,, Raticnal Archives, Reel 21, V.7,
p-704—708.

2. Yirginia Free Press, January 16, 1845, p.2, c.6.

3. Major Symington, Superintendent of the Armory, to Col. Talcott, Ordnance
cf’ic.' P.b\rum 15. 18‘9. R“l 25. v.z. p.lggu

4. Application of Protestant Episcopal Congregation to Secretary of War
¥William Marcy, February 5, 1849, Reel 23, V.12, p.114=115; Major Symington
to Col. Talcott, February 7, 1849, Reel 23, V.12, p.1112-1113,

S« Major Symington to Col. Talcott, Jamuary 10, 1851, Reel 26, V.3, p.202.

6. Application of Protestant Epi ngregation to Secretary of Var
Yy R b Bl 8 YR L M T IR TR
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and the church trustees, the lots for the church and a parsenage were to
fic
be used, ®At the will and sufferance of the United States, whe 5peci:Aa3.1y

reserved the right to reenter and have the game agein, as {f no such grant..
had been mde.“? The terms were in keepinyg with the understanding reached

at the time of the agreement with the Free Chmrch in 1325 which was to ke
used as a model for similar agreements made with churches in following yvears.a
According to a letter from Superintendent Lee to the Crdnance Cffice dated
&;ch 38, 1827, the individuals whc assisted in the ersction of that chureh
did not “expect or claim any vested rights, control, or proprietorship in

the kuilding, they condider {t asz relonging to the government wholly with

the understanding that it is to be and will continue to bc appropriated for

9
the use of public worship and of Schools for the citizens of this place.,.”

At the time of the surplus land sale in 1832, the lot usmed by the Epix~
copal Church was set aside for that use in accordance with the policy out=
lined in the following statement by the Secretary of Wars

“Fyom this sale will be expacted such lots or portions of ground as are
rocommended in sald report of 24 September, to be reserved, Also such other
lota or portions of grounds as ayre designated on the plat above described
as the sites of Churches, parsonages, or public institutions of any kind,
leaving to the persons or Corporations interested in said reservaticns to orFfir tc
Congress for a title to the Sams, which I have no power to grant.” 10

The final location of the lot for the church may be seen on the 18438
and 1852 maps on pages 4 and 5 of this reports On December 15, 1868, title
to this lot was granted to the church by an Act of Congreu.ll The final
size of the lot granted to the church by Congress to the Protestant Epise-

gopal Church in 1868 will be found on the 1869 map on page 6.

7. Lsase for the Protestant Episcopal Chuzrch, Jammary 16, 1851, Reel 26,
Vo2, p.192,

8, See Smith, Philip R., Jr., ®History of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
1818-1868 and the Free Church, 1818-1845,” dated Cctober 23, 1958, reviged

-3
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2i. CCHSTRUCTION OF THE PROTESTANT TPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1851-1852

The ladies of the Prokstant Zplscopal Congregation held a church fair
in the week of December 20, 1849, to rafse funds for the construction of
the church.m A carxeful check of the Hational Archives material and the
Virginis Pree Pregs, 1850-13583, fails to reveal any data on tha construo~
tion ef the muilding. The clurch, however, was probably constructed in
1851 or 18823, affer the grant of the lease by the government for this pure
pose in January, 1831. Ia December, 1851, the ladies held ancther festi-
val forithe benefit of the cmmh.u

The church was approximately 37; by 80 feet in smize; and was 17 feet
Righ to the eaves, with wood shingle rwf.u It was a cm: gtozy uilding
with basement, constructed &f fisld stone with concrete fasing. Prior %o
1865 there wag a small annex at the rear of the church that probably con-
tained the altar; this was later rempved, but there is still physical evi-
dence én the rear of the kuilding teday that indicated that the annex was
once thers, A beliry was added to the structure after the Civil War,

Thers was a window met high in the front wall that probsbly lighted
the rafters of the Muilding. There were four large windows in sither side-
wall of the huilding, with four smaller ones in the basement. A flight of
steps led up to the front door through 2 one story porch from Clmrch Strest;

15
evidences of the sntrancs remain today,

9. Hajor Symington to Col, Talcott, Pebruary 15, 1848, Reel 28, V.2, p.199,

1C. Report of Board of Cfficer, September 24, 1851, Approved Ly Secretary
of Yar, Juae 1G, 1353; Reel 24’ V.S, p.803~806. See also 1852 BADe

12. YVirginia Free Prosg, December 20, 1849, p.3, c.d.
o



In 1807 heat was provided by stoves and there were oil lamps to pro-
vida licht.le

This may be seen by glancing at the 1894 and 1907 maps which appear
on the next two pages of this report,

Tha kuilding was damaged during the Civil %War, but was repaired and
put in good comdition between 1875 and 1380 {sea Photograph HR-379), Its
present astate of ruin thus stema f{rom a neglect of the atructure that oo-
curred after 1907, rather than from any destruction during the Civil War.

3. USE OF TEE WUILDING, Yo, 48A
| Bldg. No. 48A was used as a church from the time of its construction
until it vas given up by its congregation at soms date after 1907. Accord-
ing to Joseph Barry in the Strange Story of Harperas Ferry, this church along

with the fiwve other churches in the town was damaged and desecreted during
the Civil ’dar.” It was prebakly used as a hospital or barracks in the
1861-1885 pariecd. The church was therefore not ysed by its congregation
during the Civil War, but was reopaired after the war and contimied in uge
as a c}mich from about 1875 or 1880, as is evidenced by tographs and

mp}s. uniil at least 1907,

13, Yizginia Prec Press, Decembex 23, 1851, p.2, c.l.

14. Porris~-Danborn Map Company, Harpers Ferry, Jefferson County, West Virginia,
November, 1894; see next page. '

16. FPhotographs: HPF-84; HF-48, HP-240; HF-6, HR-11, HF-449, HF-35, HF-2S,
reporte

16, Sanborxn Hap Company, Harpers Ferry, Jeffexrson County, Weet Vircinis,
September, 13074 See page 10.

17. Zhe Strange Story of Harpers Feryy, Joseph Barzy, Thompson Bros.,
Mmq‘ Tﬁ’. VG-. 1333‘ p0172.

o
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4. HISTORICAL PRINTS AND PHCTOCRADHS

All historical prints and photographs, 14 in mmber, and one modern
photograph of Bldg. Ho. 483, will be found in Appenddx I of this report.
9. IOSTORICAL PLANS CPF RLDG, o, 4BA

Ho historical plans of Bldg. Ne. 484 have Leen found and it is unlikely
that any will ever be found, Modern measured darawings of this structure
have not yet leen preparsd,

6. SUMMARY CP HISTCRICAL DATA

A Dwnership of the land
The Protestant Episcopal Church Lot was owned by the United States

Governmant from 1736 to 1888, From 1813 uaiil 1345 the lot was leased by the
United States to the congregation.of the Prse Chirche. Prom January 18, 1331,



to Decsember 1%, 1368, the lot wes next lsased by the United States o the
congrecation of the Protegtant Dpiscopal Churche

Titlo to the lot as laid oui oa the 1369 map, was cranted o the Dro-
testant Zpiscopal Church by aa act of “ongress on Deccmber 15, 1368.

a

3, Zenstrueting the 3lde,

<he PFrotestant Episcopal Clurch was probably censtrucied in 1851 or
1852 just after a lease was cranted for tho lote.

The church was a one stery building with bagement anc was consbiructed
of field stone with concrete facing, Its dimensions were approximately 37%
by 60 feet, and was seventesn feet high to the eaves. )

Prior to 1865 there was a small annex at the rear of ihe church that
probably contained the altar; thie was later removed, lat there ig evidence
on the rear of the church today to indicate that it was once there. There
was no Lelfry on tho structure before the Civil sar.

Thers was a window set hich ia the front wall that probably lighted
the rafters of the ailding, 'I‘hax§ were four'lerge wimdows in either zids
wall of the lmilding with four mmaller ones in the hasement. A flight of
steps led up to the front door throuch a one story porch from Church Street,

Co Xge of the Bujlding

The building was used from 1850 or 1851 when the clurch was Huilt until
1807 or thercafter for a cb:urch for the Protestant Zpiscopal Congrecation of
Harpers Perry. It was damaged during the Divil War and was probably used
by troops as a hospital and barracis,
ViI. Conclusions and Recommendations

The extorior of Bldg., o, 48~4 could probably be restored to its 1350~
65 appearance on the basis of evidence contained in the photographs in Appen-
dix I of this report. 3Such restoration, however, is not reccmmended. The

/2=
o1



church is todsy a ploturesqgue mnuin, with tzesg growing inside it and vines
coverndnyy both the interior and sxterior wallse. In its hilliside setting,

the mailding holds 3 certain charm for the visitor which would certainly be
lost il it was ‘o o restored. An adddiional argument against the rostora-
tion of Bldg. 0. 483 i35 that if the Protiestant Episcepal Clurch is restored,
then persons iaterested in the complete reostoration of the ruins of the Pres-
hyterian Church, which iz also leeated in the Honument, would certainly have
a right t. request a aimilar ireatment of that structure at the axpense of
the govermment. It 48 catimated that the cost of stabilizing Bldg, &o. 48=3
will apount o about 51,008. All things considered, it ia thersfores recom
mended that Hldy. Wo. 46-A be stabilized, 1 1955 map showing the present

location of the Protestant Episcopal Church appears on the following page.

SIGNED

Prilip R. Zmith, Jre
Pars Historian
Cetober 4351958
Revised March 6, 1559
Revisod May 6, 1989
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Harpers Ferry and Wooden Covered Bridge

From the Maryland Shore, Before Jume 14,
1881,

Original contrikuted by John Perry.

Hational Geographic File No. 140319-A,

HP-64.
=N This photograph was taken before the bridge was destroyed and
shows three of the churches that this report is concerned with,

Just over the Harpers Ferry end of the covered bridge is St.

Peter®s Catholic Churchjy to the right of it up on the hill is Bldg.
Ho. 65 and next to it the Protestant Episcopal Church, Building No.
48-A. On the same level with the latter two buildings and on the

right of the photograph is the Methodist Episcopal Church.







Harpers Perry From the Base of Marvland

Hei ghts

From the Gettysburg H MePs
HF=-486,

This photograph was made after June 14, 1861, when the Shen-
andoah Bridge was destroyed and before February 7, 18£2, when the
Ferry Lot buildings were destroved.

This photograph shows all the churches that this report is
concerned withe The building on the hill behind the town in the
laft center of the plcture is St. Peter’s Catholic Church. To the
right of it and up the hill are Building o, 65 and the Protestant
Episcopal Church, Building No, 48-A, The two large buildings on the
hill toward the right of the photograph are the Methodist Episcopal ‘
Church and the Methodist Protestant. The Methodist Episcopal is the

Lo
ﬁ?s:t building to the left of the armory smoke sta.:i::F while the Metho~

and Ao The le
dist Protestant isjjust é-hind'the stack., The two latter churches

are missing in the photographs taken after the war.,
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Harpers Ferry, Photographed immediately
After the Evacuation of the Rebels,

A 1868,

Photographed by C. C. Bostwick.
Reproduced from the Library of Congress,

{13344-36). y
HP-240, Owwuy Frowitftqo

This photcgraph, taken in 1851, shows the churches with which
this report is concerned. St. Peter’s Catholic Church is shown on
the extreme left of the hill in back of the town. Up the hill and
to the right of the Catholic Ckmrch is Building No. 65 and to the
right of ibp across the street, is Building No. 48-A, the Protes-
tant Episcopal Church. On the same level and to the right upoﬁ the
hill are the Methodist Episcopal and the Methodist Protestant
Churches. InvliP-MQ, taken after 1865, all the churches remain
with the exception of the Methodist Episcopelian Church that was so
badly damaged it was torn down,






View of Harpers Ferry, the Junction
of the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers
from Loudoun Heights ca, 1861-1865,

From Frank Leslie’s Illustrated History
of the Civil War, New York, 1895, p.373.
Wood Engraving HF-6, National Archives
BA-2164.

Thia engraving was made in the period of 1861 to 1865, This
view shows two of the churches mentioned in this report. The Catho-
lic Church is shown ia the center of the photograph with the parochi-

pon

al school shown in the rear of the church. )

To the left of the church in the engraving and further up the
hill is the Protestant Episcopal Church. This is the only illustra-
tion showing the addition on the year of the church containing the
chancel,

In the foreground of the town is a church that will be dealt

with in a later report, the Presbyterian.






View from the North bank of the Potomac
looking across the river at Ha rs Fe
Ruined bridge in foreground. 1862,

HJational Archives Still Picture Section,
Order Ho. CN-35079,
11,

This view was taken after 1862 since the Ferry Lot buildings
are missing,

This i3 a good view of all the churches that this report is
eoncerned with,

To the left of the photograph, just over the u;;ckaga of the
bridge, may be seen St. Peter’s Catholic Church. To the right eof
the church and up the hill may be seen Building No. 65. To the
right of Building No. 65 is the Protestant Episcopal Church,
Buildiang No, 48-A, It appears that the church has suffered some
damage since the-siteps—eresmiwsing—wnd the windows appear window-

less,

o e

To the left of the booms on the bridge appears the Brotestant
Episcopal Church that was later destroyed and removed. The large
building to the right of the booms located on the hill is the
Methodist Protestant Church.

All of the church huildings with the exception of the Catholic

Church appear to be windowless and not in use,






HP-449

W hen
HF-449 wag taken in 1885 just after the war-and-befexe the

new Baltimere and Chio bridge was constructed.

This photograph shows all the churches with which this report
is concerned with the exception of the Methodist Episcopal Church
which was removed during the war, St. Peter?s Catholic Church is
at the left over the railroad bridqe‘, and appears to be undamaged,
Up the hill to the g&ﬁfi&f the chmrch is buildinq Fo. 65 and next
to that is the Protestant Episcopal Church,xtgat appears to bave
been damaged during the war since the windows are missing together
with the stairs leading to the d@cx in front., The Methodist Bpia—-
copal Church iz missing and on the far lef% hai the hill the Metho-
dist Protestant appears to have been damaged from i{ts occupation by

Union troops and the battles that raged around the town,
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John Brown’s Fort, Harpers Ferry, HPF-55
. 157
Photo Made between 1865 and—+386 because the Wager House porch is
WG”&B mMmupP ‘f’a “the s@a’u<] Floer
= The engine house is in the foreground of the picture.

&

Above it and to the left of it may be seen the Catholic Church be-
fors it was remodeled, Just behind the Catholic Church may be seen
the parochial school. In the upper right hand of the picture may

be seen the Protestant Episcopal Church, Building He. 48-A., To

Left ¥
the sieht-of the building may be seen the roof of Building No. 65.

H
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Potomac River (Marvland and Louden

Heights) from Harpers Ferry Hiil,
05 -FEES R0

Library of Congress Ho. 133, Lot 4154,
Prom Gettysburg N.H.P. Cot. 17, 1357.
HP-25.

This photograph shows the roof of the Protestant Episcopal

Church, Building lio, 48-A in the right forsyround. Building is

wet & Pai m”i »’{7 o
u‘.'r:!ei: 3 "






View of Harpers Perry from the foot of
Haryland Deights Looking directly at
the town, Detween 1870 and 1876,

Prom Gettyasburg H.M.P,
HF=43.

The St. Peter’s Catholic Church is shown in left center of
the photograph before itz restoration. To the left of the church
and behind the Wager House may be seen the cupola of the Catholic
parochial school. )

Kig ht

Up the hill and to the-lefi-of the St. Peter’s Catholic
Church may be sgeen milding Ho, 65 and to the rigi;t of that the
Protestant Episcopal Clmmh:{d' s?geﬁf;;ﬁ:eep.~zz on the front o.f, the Protestant
Episcopal Church have not yet been erected; also the belfry on the

front of the building has not yet been constructed,
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John Brown’s Fort, [%550—/892

HP-379.

In 18§07s before the reconstruction of the St, Peter?s Catho-
lie Church,

To the left and over the Fort is the St. Peter?s Catholic
Church, as yet unrestored. Just visible behind it is the cupola
cf the parochial school. In the upper -ﬁ;z?"; Z’Tand corner of the
photograph is the Protestant Episcopal Church, /‘3/‘/6 e /?,?
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Harpers Perrv from Loudon Heichisg] 892-1846

National Geographic, 140321-4,
HP-39,

This view shows the town between 1852, when the Baltimore and
Ohio Railrocad tracks ware- moved and before 1896 becaase the Catholic
Church has not yet been remodeled, |

Brick

The Catholic Church is the -skeme building in the genter of the

photograph with the five arched windows and *he steeply, Behind it

o
and to the left of it in the photograph is the‘f:arechial school, &y,

/24X A d;/pl//»} Fov o Pricst,

Just above the school in the photograph and up the hill is
the Protestant Episcopal Church, Building No. 48-A. It appears to be
in operation; this refutes the claims that the building was destroyed
during the war, The stalrs on the front of the building and_the
winday'é have been repaired. A bilfry has been added to the top of
the building,

The foundations of Bullding o, 5$ may be seen just below and
to the left of the Protestant Church,

It may be noted that the Methodist Prc;testa.nt and Methodist
Episcopal Churches have been removed, The building directly behind
the steepl@ of the Catholic Church on the corner of High anci Church
Streets is erected on the site of the Methodist Protestant Church.

e
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Harpers Fexry from Marvland Heichts,

This photograph was taken prior to
1896 because the Jt. Peter?s Catho-

lic Church has not heen remodeled
and after 1892j.0_:> the ot 12

Gon €
HP"95¢

This photograph was donated through
the courtesy of Mra. J. A. Greenland.

St, Peter’s Catholic Church is located a little to the left
of the center in the piecture., It is the building With three
arched windows and belfry on the top. Thiz was just prior to the

Femodeling
complete westoration—of the building.

To the right of the Catholie Church and up the hill is the
Protestant Episcopal Church, Bnildiig Noi 48-A, Note the steps
in front of the building and the belfry on top. The windows ap-
pear to have been put in, and from all indications the building

i3 in use,






The Picturesque Passage Throuch The
Blue Ridge of the United Potomac

and Shenandoah.

HF-486,

Taken after 1896 when the St. Peter’s
Catholig Church was remodeled and pos-
sibly before 1910.

In the foreground of the i photograph is the Profestant Epis-
copal Church, Building No. 48-A. In the lower portion of the
building may be seen the outline on the wall of the building of
the chancel shown in HPF<6, There is alsc a belfry.on the front
of the building that is missing in the Dittmeyer postcard, HF-
384,

To the right of the Protestant Episcopal Church is St.

€a‘rr"\( T .
Peter’s Catholic Church and the,parochial school behing/ the
ofd /}()/f"‘.’i) ¢ veed G5 G FRVEOw A,
church, The ,‘achool is a—twostory-buildings The belfry on
the roof of the schoei, shown in earlier photographs, is A,

missing.






Junetion of the Potomae and Shenandoah
Bivers, 1810,

View from Jefferson Rock lécking toward
the Gap. Postcard #5, Walter E. Ditt-
mayex, HF-384.

In the foreground is the roof of the Protestant Episcopal
Charch, Building Ho. 48-A. It is to be noted that the kuilding
appears to be whole and in use. To the right of the Protestant
Episcopal Church is St. Peter’s Catheclic Churcn, remocdeled in
1896. The lower portion of the Protestant Episcopal Church shows
where the chancel was formerly located! a similar addition is

shown on the rear of St. Pster’s Catholic Church,



JUNCTION OF THE POTOMAGC AND S8HENANDOAH RIVERS. MEETING OF THE STATES OF MARYLAND, WEST VIRGINIA AND VIRGINIA.
HARPERS FERRY, W. VA,

5

WAL B
HA:&:p'r.a-,s RV W, VA,
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HP-983

HP-983 shows the south and east sides of the ruins of the
Protestant Episcopal ruins, Building No. 48-A, This was taken in

1956,
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H30
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Harper¥AFIQNG LB RS SE I nent
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia

Harch 6, 1959

Hemorandum

Tos Regional Director, Reglon Five

Proms Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Momument
Sabject: Historic Building Report, Bldg. No. 48-4, St, John’s

Protestant Episcopal Church. Research Project Ho.
HP-22A&

Enclosed please find four copies of the Historic Building
Report, Part I, for ®Bldg, Ho. 48-A, Ste.John’s Protestant Episcopal
Church,” dated October 23, 1958, revised March 6, 1958, 33 pages.
Historian Philip R. Smith, Jr., has written the Historical Data Sec-
tion and I have prepared the Administrative Data.

Research Reports of the other three churches included in
the original report will be sukmitted in the near future,

(SGD) FRANK H. ANDERSON

Prank H. Anderson
Superintendent

In duplicate

S i oo O G



IN REPLY REFER TO:

H30

UNITED STATES e
T NFO
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR supt Fﬁ%@

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE L .

Region Five —TT:SX«LTD’%E? Lby
421 Walnut Street “““J 2
Philadelphia 6, Pa. ._J__,_ Zﬁ*
April 23, 1959 | p f. NAT. MON. — _'.““.

REC'D.

APR 24 1355

Memorandum
Tos Superintendent, Harpers Ferry
From: Regional Historién

Subject: Historic Building Report, Bldg., No. 48-A, St. John's
Protestant Episcopal Church. Research Project-No. HF-22A‘

We think the opening section of this report should be sim-
plified and "narrative-ized" somewhat along the lines of the following:

"The lot om which St. John's Episcopal Church was built was
part of the property purchased on June 15, 1846 by the United
States Govermment from John Wager, Sr., for t?e purpose of es-
tablishing a Federal Armory at Harpers Ferry.“ It had originally
been the site of the so-called Free Church, built in 18, used
till burned down in the winter of 1844-45. This had been the
first grant of land for church purposes made_by the Armory.2

"The Episcopal Church had first requested (in 18 ) use of
a lot [give location, and refer to map] for its parsonage and
church building, but had switched to the Free Church site, Up
to that time, the congregation had been meeting in R
terms of the lease on January 16, 1851 between the Secretary of
War and the church trustees, the lots were to be used '‘at the
will and sufferance of the United States, who specially reserved
the right to reenter and have the same again, as if no such
grant . . . had been made.'4 The terms were in keeping with the
understanding reached at the time of the agreement with the Free
Church in 1825.° According to a letter from Superintendent Lee
to === dated March 28, 1827, the individuals who assisted in the
erection of that church did not ‘expect or claim any vested
rights, control or proprietorship in the building, they comsider
it as belonging to the govermment wholly with the understanding
that . . . .' [A footnote at this point might mention the no
immediately relevant detail regarding school and Masonic Hall

s A B i




P

%8

use of the Free Church building - or -~ this might be saved for
a separate report on that church.]

"At the time of the surplus land sale in 1952, the lot used
by the Episcopal Church was set aside for that use in accordance
with the policy outlined in the following statement by the Secre=
tary of War: - « =" '

In the constrﬁction section that follows, some documentation
should be given for the findings on page 11, the first two full para-

WM @cww

Frank Barmes .
Regional Histoxrian

In duplicate

Attachments 4




H30
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Harpers Perry National Momument
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia
May 6, 1859

Memorandum
Tos Regional Director, Region Five
Fromi Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Morument

Subject: Historic Building Report, Bldg., No. 48-3, St. Johnts
Protestant Episcopal Church. Research Project No.
HF-22A |

Enclosed please find four copies of the "Historic
Building Report, Part I, for Bldg. No. 484, St, John’s Pro-
testant Episcopal Clmrch,” revised May 6, 1959, 30 pages.
The has been revised by Historian Philip R. Smith, Jx., in
compliance with Regional Historian Prank Barnes’ memorandum
of April 23.

(SGD) FRANK H. ANDERSON

Prank H. Anderson
Superintendent

In duplicate

Enclosures



Region Five
421 HWalnut Streset AT o
Philadelphia 6, Pa. . L&A
May 12, 1959 T A
Hemorandun
To: Pirector

From: Acting Begional Birector

Subject: Historic Structures Zeport, Part I - Building No. 484
{st. Johm's P.E. Church) « Harpers Ferry WM

Ia asccordance with the procedure cutlined in-Fo-11-56,
attached for your consideration is tﬁe Historic szmt;ares Report,
Part I, for Building No. 48A (St. Joha's P.E. Church), Harpers
Perry 4. A copy of the report is also being forwarded to the
EODC for review and cosment.

The repert ashould be reviewed and comments submitted by

Msy 25. {8gd.) George A. Palmer

George 4. Palmey
Acting Regional Divectoy

In duplicate
Artactments 2

Copy to: Chief, EOBC, w/attachment
Supt., Harpars Perry

o




H. F. NAT. MON. H30-DCa

REC'D.

MAY 21 1959 —

Yoy 18, 1959 § =

Tos Reglonal Director, Region Five
Py Acting Chief Architeet

Bubject: Historic Styuctures Report, Part I, Bullding Xo. L&a,
(3t. John'e P.E. Charch), Harpers Ferry -

The Elstoric Structures Keport, Part I, Bullding Ne. LA,
(8%. Jchn's P.E. Church), Hsrpers Pervy Nationsl Nenwsent, has besn
revieved by the interested Divieions in the Washington Office and

is recommended for spprovel,
SIGMEG,
Charles W. Lessig, Acting
Chief Architect

Copy to: Calef, BODC (2)
vBupt., Asrpers Ferry



IN REPLY REFER TO:
H30
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Region Five
421 Walnut Street
Philadelphia 6, Pa.

May 21, 1959
Memorandum
To: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument
From: Regional Director

Subject: Historic Structures Report, Part I - Building No. 48A
(Sst. John's P.E. Church) -

This is a very good report, and we are pleased to recom-
mend for approval the proposals made regarding the stabilization

of the ruins of this structure.

OLEMA-/ !
Daniel J. Tobin
Regional Director

In duplicate

Copy to: Director
Chief, EODC

H. F. NAT. MON.
REC'D.

MAY 221958 |—/——9—
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