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SECTION IT -~ RISTURICAL DATA

1, OWNERSHIP OF THE LAND, 1751 = 1924

~The land on which Building No, leA now stands was acquired by Robert
Harper, & mill builder, on April 25, 1751, 1n.a deed for 125 acres, from
lord Thomas Fﬂirf&x.l Hérpar died at Harpers Ferry in October 1782 and
bequesthed this 125 acres to his niece, 3arah Harper, the daughter of
his brathér; Juséph Ear?er, and the wife of John Wager, ﬁeniorgz Thus,
in this manner, the property passed into the hands of the Wager family.

On June 15, 1796, with the exception of six acres retained in the"Six

Acre fieservstion" and sbout three-guarters more of an acre located in
the "Ferry Lot Heservation", John Wager, Sr., gold all of thia 125 acres
to the United “tates Government for $7,016,66 for the purpose of establishe
ing an Armory st Harpers Ferry.3~ |

*_ On John Wager; Sr.'s death on September 21, 1803, the Six Acre
Reservation (which contained Building §0.16A,'the Harper House) and the
Ferry Lot passed to his son, John Wager, Jr., dJohn VWager, Jr, died
on October 22, 1813 and the estate, in turn, was passed to his four
children, still minors, James Bates Wager, John ﬁilliam Stein Wager
(who died March 22, 1823), Gerard Bond “ager, and Sarah Ann VWager,
The Wager children held the estste in an undivided ownership until 1835.B

1, Fairfax Deed to Harper, #pril 25, 1751, Northern Neck Grants, Book 6,
Pe496 for 125 acres, in Virginia State iibrery, ﬁichmnnd, Va,

2,Last Will of Hobert Harper of Berkeley County, Va., dated 26 September
1782, Office of the Judge Advocate Ueneral, ¥Militsry Feservation Division,
Heservation File, West Virginia, Box 41, ﬁ&rpers ?erry(ms). National
Archives Hecord Group 153.

3+ Copy of Warrenty deed, John kag&r, Sr. et ux, Berkeley bounty, Va, to
the United States, June 15, 1796, National irchives R,G, 121, Public

Buildings Service, Harpers F@rry Lamlnated Haterial (ms).
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Jsmes Bates Wager
By the fall of 1834/was in extreme financial difficulty and indeed,

soOn ﬁeak sdvantage of the bankruptey laws to save himself from debtors?
prison, In order to setile James? affairs and to protect the rights of
" Gefrard B. Bager and Sarah inn Wager, the Circuit Superior Court of low
and Chancery for Jefferson County sppointed Commissioners, on #pril 2,
1835, "“to lay off and divide into three equal lots and parcels, the
real estate which descended to James B, Hager, Gerard B. Wager and
Sally Ann Wager, now S&llj inn 8wayne, the wife of Noah H, Swayne, from
their father John VWager, deceased.” g

On October 10, 1835 the threevcomaissioners reported to the Court:
"o Sally Ann Swayne, the wife of Noah He Swayne, we allot and assign
the lots lelowing as numbered in the annexed plat ( See Appendix 1)
and marked NoH.Se: to wit: Lots No, 5, 8-10m1llel3wlé=17-20a2he=26-2831=
33w35wl0m4245, including the old mansion (Ce1ag. mo.x.gjp; 4851 & 55."6‘

Thus in 1835 Yager Lot No.45, centeining Bldg. No,l=4, the Harper
House, became the exclusive property of Sarah Ann Wager, who had married
Nosh K; 3wayne,vthan United States Attornmey for the District of Ohio,
on September 6, 1332.7 Under this same division, Yager iot No, blyy
L Will Book No. 2, pp.92-9k, 207289, 290-291, 323«324, 360-368 and
L3L~439. Will Book No.3, ppel37=143, 168-170, 231~237, 263=267, =nd
L24~429, Jefferson County Court House, Charles Town, West Ve,

5. Gibson,etc,, Vs, %gger,ete., Décree, Deed Book 29, pp.1s0=141, Jefferson
Court House, Charles Towm,

b, Ibid,

7, Virginia Free Press, Peptember 13, 1832, p.3.
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eontaining Eldg. RoslimB, Marmion Hall, §assed into the exclusive
0wnér5hi? of James B. Wager. The history of Weger iot 44 and Bldge 1wk
from 1835 to 1924 will be treated in a separate report,
kager Lot Ho.45 and Eldg Mo, 1-§, the Herper House, remsined the
property of the Swayne family from October 10, 1835 until July 16, 1924,
On this latter date, Lot lNo, 45 and'the Hzrper Houses were scquired by
the Narmion femily, who tﬁen cwned Lot No. 44 and Bldg, lo. l=B, and the
two pleces of pre?erty were again renbited under a common dwnershina
uring the.hisﬁcrical period, 1859-1865, with which we are concerned,
however, Wager ‘ot No, 45 and Bldg. lea, the quper House, were owned
by Noah H, Swayne of Ohio,
11, CONSTRUCTION OF THE HARPER HOUEE, 1775 = 1781,

No. dccumﬁntary evidence has been anccvéred b0 date that throws
any light on the construction of Bldg, No.l=A, In the sbsence of such

_evi&anee it is therefore nacsssary to fall bveck on ths best &ccounts

em%dinz 1ocal tradition; in this case, Joseph Barry's The Str&nge Story
9

of Hmrper's Ferry, with legends of the Surrounding County. M Barry

states that Hobert Harper lived for meny years in a cabin reported to
have been situated agprcximataly on the present site of Bldg, No, 9,

or bager Lot No, 14 = "Until about the year 1775, when he built ané
about half & mile farther up the Shenandoah, where he died in 17829, 10
This part of the tradition can be checked by mesns of two plats or
meps, and appears to.be correct, TheAfirst of these plats, untitled,

Be Déed Book 12&,’p.hé2, Deed of B, &‘S., dJuly 16, 1924,

9 Published by Thampgon Brothers, sartinsburg, Kest V&., 1903, ppe 14~15,

10, Ibides Polbe

'
w
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can be called for our purposes from its lLegend, "Explenstion of the Flat®,

appears Lo have been érawn£§23her Leonard Harbaugh or N, King, who had
prepared é 1203 survey for the construction of the Shenandoah Canal, in
1804 or 1805, following the cowpletion of the canal, The plst delinates
the islands in the Shensndosh River,later known as the Hall Rifle Factory
jslands, and in the legend states ®T shews the Dwelling of Harper decd.”
The second survey, "Harpers Ferry Armory, Jefferson County, Va.,

June 1843," drawn by James M, Prown, confirms the information given
on the first plat and states "U is an old house in which Hobert Harper
lived and diab"alz This house is shown on the 1843 survey as being located
on the mainlanﬁ,~sduth and west of the Hall Eifle Work Islands, or souih
of Highway U.3. 340 in present day terms, This part of the tradition
therefore seems to be correct. '

~ But to continue, Barry states, "Shortly after building the house on
Shenandoah Street he erected a large stone dwelling on what is now
called High Street.., Hfs experienced great difficulty in finishing this
building, oaﬁing t0 a secarcity of mechanics, ﬁearly all the able=
bodied men of the place and neighborhood having gone to join the army
of %&shing%on; It is recorded that an intimate friend of Mr, Harper,
named Hsmilton, lost his life in this house, by an accidental fall
and this tradition, coupled with the age of the house, gives a sombre
character to the building, At the time of ¥r, Harper's death, thereffire,
there were but three houses at 'The Ferry’@"lj A1) other accounts &%
11,Hational Archives Record Group No. 77, Dr.118-62, "
12, National Archives R.G, 77, Gi35(3).
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are based on Baryy's narrative; it would therefore appear that this
hougse was consiructed by Robert Harper sometime between 1775 and 1781,
11T, _USE OF THE HARPER HOUSE, 1782 = 1924,

While the house was probably constructed by Hobert Harper in the
period 1775 ~178l, it is also apperent that he never lived in the
building andvproﬁably never had a&n opportunity to use the structure,

On his death the house passed to Sarah Harper, who "was married to a
gentlemsn of Philadelphia, named Wager. He was the grandson of a
German of the same name, who many years before, had emigrated from the
city of Worms in Hesse Darnstadt." Heither John Wager, Senior, mor -~
his wife, Sarah, Barry states, "ever saw their Harper's Ferry praperty;
but, many of their descendents were born there...“lh

The Harper House, from 1783 until 1803, and probably until at least

* September 30, 1807, was rented cut under a lesse by John‘ﬁagers, Senior

and Junior, as & tavern, Thomas Jefferson, in letter to H, G, Spofford,
dated May l&, 1809, mentioned what is undoubtedly the Harper House:

"That the scens described in the 'Hotes' is not visible from any psrt
of the road from Fredericktown to Harper's ferry is most certain,_ That
rosd passes slong the valley, nor can it be seem from the tavern( Bldg.l—ﬁ)
after crossing the ferry; asnd we may fairly infer that Mr, Volney did not
ascend the height back of the tavern from which alone it can be seen..,"

#] told him I received a drewing of that from & French engineer sent
there by the Marquis de Chastellux, and who has published that drawing
in his travels,"

-~

"I visited the place myself in Cotober, 1783, wrote the description
some time after, snd printed the work in Paris in 178L4-5," 15

14, Barry, pp.li=15.

15, 8.4, lipscomb and A, ¥, Bergh, editors, The Vritings of Thomas
Jefferson, 1904, Vol, XiI, pp. 279=280.
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On August & to August 9, 1785, George Washington visited Harpers
Ferry amd probably stayed at the Hurper House Tavern., Washington
noted in his diary of this trip:

"Saturday, 6th, Breakfasted at Frederick Town ( Mi.), at Govr,
Johnson's and dined at Harpere Ferry, (_By Exps. at Morris's Taverne
10s 6d (Cash Account)_)... Sent & Canoe in a ¥sggon from the Ferry to
KEeepties Furnance in ordr, to descend the Felle therein tomorrow,® 16

"Sunday, 7th. About Sunrising, the Directors ( of the Potomac

| Goaggmay_) and myself rid up to Keeptrieste, where Canoes wers provided..,

"4t the foot of these Fslls the Directors and myself (Govr, lee
having joined us the Evening before) held 2 meeting.... Oovr, lee on
Acct, of the desth of his Father in law... left us at this place.,.

The rest of us returned to the Tavern at Harpers Perry," 17

"Honday, Sthe This being the day sppointed for labourers to engage .
in the work we waited t0 see the issue until Evening, when Mr, Johnson
and his Brother Col, Johnson took leave of us,™ :

"Hany gentlemen of the Neighborhood visited us here today, among whom
Mp, Wormeley, Senr. (_Rapph Wormley), my Brother Charles, Colo, Mergsn
(_Col. Vaniel Morgan ?, who was then living at Vinchester), Captn.
Shepard, and Colo, Shepard his Brother of Wheeling on the Uhio, were of
the number.” 18

On lugust 9, 1785 Washington left Hsrpers Ferry to continua on his
inspection trip, '

A 1803 map, i‘?].&n of the propossd junction of the CANAL, &t the lower
Falls of the 3Shenandosh, with the Public Cansel at HARPERS FEERY, and the
necessary locks for descending into the Potomack River, Surveyed & lewe;'d

19
by W. King & L. Harbeugh, Feb, 1803," (Sce Appendix II), not only labels
the Harper House as a tavern, but gives us dimensions of the building at
that date, with those of outebuildings, and the locsbtion of the "Harper
Garden, "

16, The Dimries of Osorge Hashington, 174%=1 Edited By John C,
Fitzpatrick, Boston and New York, 1925, Vol. 1I, p.398,

170 Ih‘ld., W.SG?Q h{) . : Lﬁg Ibido‘ pF. h@lﬂkﬁz.

19. National Archives R.G. 79, Dr. 150-2, sheet 1 of 25 Map repréduced in
Harpers Ferry Master Plan as Drawing No. M HFe3OOL,

-6=



Use of the Harper House, following the death of John wgger, S5r. in
September 1803 until October 1813 has not been established by documentary
evidence, btut the following uses seem highly probabls:

1, October 1803 to September 30, 1807, the building was probably
still used a8 & tavern, under lease from John Wager, Jdr,

2. On June 25, 1807 Hannah Wager, a sister of John Wager, Jr.
married Roger Humphryys, & merchant, snd it seems probable that they
may have leased the Harper House as their home as of October 1, 1807
(subsequent leases for the building all began on October 1), As .
colaborating evidence for this theory, s 1811 survey‘of the Arsenal
tract labele a large building standing on the present sites of Bldgs;

v 20a,
Ko.11 and 12 as the tavern at that date, may be clted,

In sny case, documentary evidence indicates that Roger Humphreys
was ocoupying the Har;aé_r House as his residence, under a yearly lease,
beginning at least on Cctober 1, 1813, In describing that part of the
Wager estate assigned to Catherine Wager, the widow of John ¥Wager, JdTe,
in January wia. we find the following information,

bwe have further assigned to her the following part of the aforesald
gix scres of land snd the several houses and buildings on the said part
to wit: Begirming on & line of seid six acres lot st the weast edge of
the public road leading from Harpers Ferry up the Shenandoah at a point
halfway between the House Hobert Aeries lives in (probsbly on Wager Lot
Ho.h8= see Appendix 1), and the Wegers new atone stable (provably on
Wager iot No,50) thence up the Hill at right angles to gaid road J 88

feet thence towerds the Charles Town Bosd (High Streef) 65 fegt to the
middle of the stone steps leading up to the old stone house (_Bldg. No,

" 1e4) and at the edge of the wall in front of said old stone house,

thence up the said wall between the same and the house occupied by

' Roger Humphreys (the public walk in front of the Harper House) 180

feet, to near the southwest corner of the stable occupied by Roger
20a, 1811 Plat of arssmal tract, P=259 {Vol.5) enc, Hational Archives.
-7 -



"Humphreys thence (to exclude sald stable) and at right angles to the
1ast line down the hill 25 feet to the middle of the Charles Town Koad
(High Street) thence down said rosd 52 feet to a point oppesite the
centre betwean the two rows of grape vines in the garden called Mrs,
Wajers thence down the middle of said two rows of grape vines ( or
probebly at right angles to the last line, northesstly) scross said
garden 145 feet more or less to the line of the public property(probably)
in back of the muskit factory tract), thence up the line bounding on
seid AXPpéfdy public property in lands the different courses round said
six acre lot to the beginming," 20

The ascounts of the guardisns of the wager children, Oct.24,1813 to
February 24, 1823, indicate that Hoger Musphreys rented a house at $40.00
per yesr during this entire period as wellss & store at saaa,ﬁa &
year from the Wager qﬂat&tefl It therefore appears that the Harper
House was occupied by Humphreys as a residence until at least October
1823, when his yearly lease would have expired, In 1824 James B, Wager
became of age, thus ending the guardianship of the Kager children,

| Sometime between 182l and 1431 the Vager children occupied the

Harper House as their rasidencezla. The deed donating land for the
erection of the Catholic Church, granted by the Wager children on May 10,
1831, establishes this latter date, The deed reads in part:

"The foilewing land at or near Harper's Ferrye Begimning at & pile

of stone on the side of the hill on which is situated the house wherein
the said Wagers now reside,.,® 22

200 DA/ PR/ LRE/ b0ik#Ts Jenuary 19, 181, Will Book Ho.2, 92eGh.

2l See Footnote No.4, page 2 of this report for references in Will Books
-ﬁOezaﬂd3a

2la, The Grant of land to Cstherine ager is rather ambiguous, in 1814,

as to whieh side of the 3ix Acre Heservation division she received, Either
Roger Humphreys occupied the Harper House, 1813=1823, =s suggested in the
text, Or if the division wemh the other way, Catherine Weger snd her children
occupied the Harper House, while Humphreys was located on the children's
portion, In either case Bhe house was ocoupied by a branch of the Hager
f&mj.lyo

“2.0eed of B and 8, Hay 10, 1831, Veed Book 17,pp.6~7.
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In December 1831, James B. Wager married Miss Mary Ann Wager, the
 daughter of Peter Wager, & Major in the United States Army snd of
Fhiladelphia, Fa.EB This event may sccount in part for the remodelling
| and additions that occurred to the ‘ia.rgmr House in 1832,
Hemodelling of the Harper ngses; 1832 - 1835, '

On July 7, 1832 Gerard BE, Wager and 5ar§h Arm Hager signed a lease

with James B, Wager thet is believed to cover both the comstruction of
Bullding No, 1B &nd the remodelling of the Herper House, Eldg, No,led,
Under this agreezent they leased to James 5, Wager:

"thelr respective shares of a certzin tenament, lying and being at
Horpers Ferry... now in the possession and ogeupancy of said James B,
¥ager, ixecept that part heretofore occupied by Dr, Roper (_this was
probably pert of Bldg, No. 1l-A) for an annual rent of 50 per year for
eight years..." 24

Architectural evidence uncovered by Architect Archie W, Franzen in
in investigations of Buildings No, lwi and 1-B suggests that James B,
Wager, sbout 1832, constructed Bldg, Fo, 1-B as an extension of the
Harper House, The older door and window casings and other trim of the
Harper House were replaced at that time s0 as to harmonize with those
installed in the new house, Bldg, No, l=B, The two houses were also
Joined as & unit by means of two door openings locasted on the first
floor lev&l.25
<3, ¥irginia Free Press, December 29, 1831, p.3.

24, Lease, July 7, 1832, Deed Book 20, pp. 161-162,

<5, Architect irchie W, Franzen's "Survey Report for the First and
Second Tenant Houses," dated September 25, 1957, pp. 1, 2, 3.
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By July of 1834, Jemes B. Wager, heavily in debt, was hard p?essed
by hia ereditoia, and to meet these obligations, bbgan liquidating some
of his holdings in ﬁarpers,?grryfé Among the items offered for sale weret

n_..all the interest of said James E, “sger in the House and lot he
now oceuples, as derived from a lease executed to him by Gerard B. hager
and 8, A&, Heger..." 27

On # December &, 1834, Willism Anderson, a merchant and builder,
purchased for #2,330 certain personsl propsrty and the lessehold of
James B, ¥ager to the "tenenant % house in the occupancy of the ssid
James B, Wager..,"zg Thus ¥William Anderson obteimed full use of Bldg.
No, 1l~B, and probably a pert of the Herper House, No.lwi, for the
unexpired remaining six years of the eight pear leazse,

As all resdy noted (see page 2 of this report), on April 2, 1835
the Circuit Superior Court of Law and Ghancery for Jefferson County
appointed commissioners to lay off and divide into three equal lots
and parcels the real estate of the Wgger family. The commissioners
reported the division te the Court on October 10, 1835, Bldg. No, lwdy
the Harper House, becoming the property of Mrs, Noah H, Syayne, and
Bldg. No, leB passing into the hands of Jemes B, Vager, Thus sfometime
between December 8, 1834 and October 10, 1835, the two doorways located
on the first floor levels, snd connecting Bldgs. No, leA and leB, where
propsbly blocked off, Thereafter the Harper House and Bldg, No,l-B
beceme two separate structures, with Ghdividual histories, snd they
26, Deed Book 20, p.ll, July 7; 1834« James E. Wager was thrown into
prison for his debts and sold &1l his rights, titles and interest 1o the
High Sheriff of Jefferson County to take benefit of the inzolvent

debtors® laws,

27, Virginia Free Preses, Uctober 2, 183&, Pe3e

28. Deed of B, & S,, Uscember 22, 1834, Deed Book 20, p.16l.
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were not to bs reunited again under a common ownership until 1924,
Sweyne Use of the Harper House, 1835 - 1865,

Documentery evidence on Swayne use of the Harper House is rather

slight, but is of such 2 nature as to clearly indicate the genersl use

- of the building, In 1842 the following advertisement appeared in the

newspsper:

WFANCY MILLINERY

UKISS E. 4, WOOUD Hespectfully informs the public that she
has just completed Fancy Millinery, under the instruction of Mra. Joseph
G. Johneon, and is prepared 1o execute a2ll favors entrusted to her
punctually, in the most neat snd Fashionable Style,

*Her residence is ip the large STONE HOUSE on High Street,
better known a&s WAGER'S MANSION (_ The Harper House is built of stone,
Bldg, No. 1B is built of brick_J..cc...

"Harpers Ferry, Hay 5, 1842, 29 ‘

From 1835 to 1865 the Swaynes therefore appear to heve rented the
Hurper House out as a dwslling house,

In Qctober 1850 the Harper House was apparently rented by either ’
Isreal Russell or Fayette I. Conrad, both merchants, as a dwelling house,ﬁg
In 1860, the house was rented by either Solomon Yantis, a tobacco merchant,
or George W, Koonce, town constable andAmmrchant.jl

29, Virginia Free Press, ¥ay 5, 1242, p.3, c.be

30. Census of Hsrpers Ferry, 1850, p.410, Nstionsl Archives R, G, 29,
These two gentlemen were living in houses located on either side of Dr.

" Micholas Marmion at that date.

31, Census of 1860 for Harpers Ferry, p.218, Again, two gentlemen living in
houses located on either side of Dr, Yarymion,

-1l =



Use of the Harper House, 1866 ~ 1924,

Informstion collected by égahitedt-?tanzan from Mr. William Farmion
and his sister, Mrs{ Bdythe ¥, Brosius, both of whom were raided in
Kldg. Ho,leB, indicates that Noah H, Swayne used the Harper House after
the Civil War as 2 home for elderly femsle relatives, Joseph Barry,
writing in 1903 of the Harper House, alsc noted: "This house yet atands
and oceasionally it is occupied by some of his (CHarper's) heirs*‘.32

IV, HISTORIGAL PRINTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE HARPER HOUSE,

In Appendix III will be found the following historicsl prints and
photographs of the Harper House, Bldg., No, 1l=A:
1, HFe2)l; Print of Harper House drawn prior to 1806 and probsbly
between 1803 and 1806, A
2, HF-23; Frint of Harper House and Bldg, No. 1B, drawn between 1835
and 1839, Probably done in 1835,
Je HF=43. Fhot§graph made from the foot of Maryland Heights in the summer
or fall of ﬁééé? /80 _
L. HP=236, Photograph made by Brady, taken after February 1862 and
probably in the summer or fall of 1862,
5 and 63 HF=92 and 99; Two photographs made 1892~1895, showing Harper
House porch, bridge and garden, |
7. HP-79, Fhotograph made 1@8971898 showing historic scene in front of

Harper House,

32, The Strange Story of Harper's Ferry, p.15.
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Vo PLANS OF THE HARFER HOUSE. 7

¥o original or histericél plém of the Harper House have been found,
For modern meesured drawings of the bullding see: "Historic American
Buildings Survey, iﬁr@er House, A Part of Marmion Row," Drawing No,
MM HP«3051, seven sheets, | | |
vi. SUMMARY OF HISTORICAL DATA,

The Harper House is a two and one-half s{_;ory stone‘building,v méasﬁring
25 fest by 34 fé,et and 11 inches in size; the roof in 1956 was éléte.
The er:igiﬁal or first roof was probably made of wooden shakes,

The house was traditionally built by Robert Hgrper betweeﬁ 1775 and
1761, but never used or lived in by Harper. From 1782 to 1803, and
probably until about 1807, the structure w-é.s leased out by both John
Wagers, Junlor and Senior, as a tavern. From 1807 to 1823, the house
was oither rented as a residence by Iiogér Eﬁmphreys, a merchent snd
brother-in~law of John Wager, Jr., or occupied by John ¥ager, Jr, and
his fémily as thelir home,

From sbout 1824 to 1832 the Harper House was definitely used as a
residence by James B, ¥ager, Gerard B, Wager, and “arah Ann Wager,
Considerable remodelling of the building occurred in the period 1832
1834, vwhen a part of the structure was oceupiedv by James B. Wager as
his raa;ﬁeﬁae under & lease fi-om his brother and sister,

In 1835 the Harper House became the ptoi:erty of Sarah Ann Wager,
the wife of Nosh H. Swayne, The Swaymes apparently rented the building
out as & residence or dwelling house from 1835 to 1865, From 1866 to
1824, the residence was occasionally occupied by the Swayne family and
was also apparently used as & home for their elderly female relatives,
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VII. CONGLUSIONS AND REGOMMENDATIONS

It is believed that the historical prints and photographs presented
v:m this report contain emough viskal evidence to gpermit & generally
accurate restoration of the exterior of the Harper House as of thé 1859w
1865 period., 4is is evident, howsver, the documentary eﬁﬂence is
insufficient to permit the interior restorstion of Building No, l=A,
The guestion of whether or not accurate interior restoration is poasible,
must therefore rest on such architectursl evidence as has been ancovered
by Architect Franzen in his investigation of the physical characteristics
of the structure,

Assuming thst an i‘airly Zocurete interior restoration is paséible, then
several other pert.inent questions arise: First, is the house of such
historical signiﬁ.ance as to merit interior restoration? And secondly,
if s0, of what period should it bev restored? In,terior restoration will
not only involve considerable econstruction c¢osts, but once com,ﬁla‘béd,
the house must also be fusnizhed and protected if the public is tc be
admitted to the structure, Thﬁaelatter items recuire considemble |
additional and continuing outlsys of money,

Robert Harper, the builder of the house, never used or lived in the
building, and while Harper played an important role in the eerly history
of the town, it cen hardly be said that any national significance is to
be attached to his name, During the period of national significance with
which this park is concerned, 1859-1865, moreover, the structure was
merely a residence of one of the mang merchants of the town,

It is therefore suggested, that if the interior of the structure is
to be restored at all, that it be restore& to the period of 1824-1831,
when it was ocoupied as a home by the Wager family, who played an important
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role in the history of the town from 1782 to 1865, This involves an
certain degree of himtorical license, but seems t0 me to be the only
logical solution if the Nationsl Park Service is to gein any important
interpréﬁ.ve values from the interior restoration of the structure,

lnmmtion for developing & Furnishing Plan for the housef under
thie plan can be obtained from Will Book No. 2, pp. 95«117, which
contains a complete inventory and appraissl of the personal property
of John Wager, Jr., and from Deed Book 19, pp. 105-107, a Deed of

Trust made on October 1, 1833 by James B, Msger and which lists all

of his household goods, Both items are 1o§ated in the Jefferson County
Court House a% Charles Town, West Virginia,

The complete interior restoration and furnishing of the Harper House
would not, in my opinion, however, merit the amount of additional Netional
Park Service mangpwer that would be reguired to protect the house and
exhibite, s the same information could be presented in a visiior center.
It is therefore suggested that if the interior restoration and furnishing
of the house is carried out, that an cooperative group be permitted to
purchase the furniture for the building, as specified in the Furnishings
Plan, and that they be permitted to open the house on a seasonal basis,
provided that the cooperative group furnishes the necessary personnel
required to exhibit the houss, To reimburse the group for the cost
of salaries, it is suggested that they be permitted to charge an
admittance fee to enter the Harper House. Under this plan, the National
Park Service would restore the interior of the structure, provide the
Furnishing Plan and necessary expert advice, and maintain the exterior

and interior of the building, (%\/& ) M

Charles W, Smell
May 12, 1958 Historian(Fark Supervisory)
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APPENDIX I

TRACING OF A PORTION OF THE WAGER SIX ACRE RESERVATION PLAT
1435
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APPENDIX 11

ThiaCING OF 4 PURTION OF THE 1803 MAP
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ATPEINDIX  II1

HICTURICAL PRINTS AND PHOTOGHAPHS
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dJunction of the Potomse and Shenandosah,
virginia,

Jrawn by ¥, Roberts, bkegr,

Engraved by J, Jdcakes,

litrary of Congress

nzrpers Ferry hegative No, HF=Zl

This drewing was made prior to 1806, the year
when the small arsenal, which is missing from this picture, was
erected, probably between 1803 and 1205, ihote Wager's Ferry
#ferossing the Potomac just to the left of the large arsenal

building, Coming down the Shenandoah River, to the right of
arsenal building, is a river boat,

The Harper House is to be seen on the crest of the
hill to the left of the arsensl. The building below and to the

right of the Harper House may be the roof of Euilding No, 37.
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Vil OF HalvERS cihiY, Va ((FRo¥ 1HE PUTOMEC SIDk)
iublished by Currier & lves, 1l5< Nassau bt, Wew York,
ldbrary of wongress
derpars Ferry Negative Ho, [HF=<)

This drawing was made between 1835 and 1839, orobab.y
in 1235, Clearly visable are the iHarper House and the newl}
erected Puilding No, 1=F, The bridge across the Fotomac ie
the old ¥sger bridge, which was replaced cne of a different
designgd constructed by the B, &, O, HeHe in 1836-37, Severel
three story buildings stending on the rorry lot, the point of
land between the junction of the Fotomac and Shenandoah tiver,

however, were not constructed until 183#2 and 123G,



THE: PO'T'OMAC <in




JARFERS FERRY FROM THE MAMYLaND SHORE

rhotogreph taken after 1870 and before 1880,

Uriginal, Uettpsburg N. &, Fo

Harpers Ferry hegstive lio, HFe=43

A fine view of the Harper House and l‘armion How,
hote the wooden porch on the left end of the Harper House,
Ficture dated as follows: builiing No, 23, which is known to
nave been erected in 1870 is viaible, Uecond floor porch
of Fuilding No, 1=P, which was enclosed with stone in 1280,

is still open,
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HiAPLRS FERRY PRUM THE Do %o O, RKe ON THE
HARY LA SHOHE _

Fhotograph by brady, lMade swmer or fall of 1862
Library of Congress

Harpers “erry Negative Mo, iF=i36

kote the porch on the end of the Hurper liouse,
Fhotograph made after February 1862 as building s

located on the Ferry +ot where destroyed at thal date &nd are

missing from the photograph
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HARPERS FERRY LOWER TULN FROM LOUDOUN HEIGHTS

Natioral Geograpnic File Mo, 140316-A
Harpers Ferry lNegetive lo, HF=92

lote the porch on the Harper iouse, slsc bridze to
garden and the "Harper" gardena.'hf ’
“hotograph made{i592-1895.; ﬁ;&&. U, Ko Re track relocated to

present position in 1892, Cstholic church remodelled in 1896 and

the church is otill untouched in this photo(sece HF=99, page 24-made

S

the same day as this photograph).
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HARETES FIFEY FROM_LOUUOUN HEIGHTS

:{;ati onal Meographic File Mo, 140321-2
Azrpers serry “egative to, Ht=yy

Note the porch on the :i“rper .ouse, also tiidge to
garden and the "Hurper" gardens,

Pho.ograph made 1392-i295, B. « U, K,i, track relocated
to present positiocn in 1892, Uatholic church, unremodelled in this

picture, remodelled in 1896,






HARMION 0% STREET VIF: (Front, north and east sides)

sational ueographic Negative No, 140317=A
Herpers rerry National M, lecative lo, HF=79

Fhotozraph rade hetween 1220 and 1892, as Building No,
1-B poreh is enclosed up to third floor, which oceurred in 1220's, and
buildings on right side of the ublic Walk were desiroyed by fire
in 1898,

Note wooden porch and Harper House on left, also
building No, l=b. The buildings on the right were all standing at
the period of historical significance, 1859=18G5, and are the third
floors and backs of houses fronting on High Street, This picture,
althrough not taken until 1880-1298, represents accurately the f
"historic scene" as it must heve appeared in front of Marmion Row

before the Civil War,
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HISTORIC STRUCTURES RIPORT
PART I
(ARCHITECTURAL DATA SECTION)

Prepared for the Restoration of
THE HARPER HOUSE
(Building 1-A)

HARPERS FIIRY NATIONAL MONUMENT

Novenber 15, 1958

LTS

O%
My

Archie W. Franzeun, Architect

Uhited States Depariment of the Interior, Naitional Park Service
Eastern Office, Division of Design and Construction



HISTORIC STREUYCTURES RIPORT
PART I
{ARCHITECTURAL DATA SECTION
Prepared for the Restoration of

THL HARPER HOUSE
(Building 1-A)

HARPERS FERRY NATIONAL MONUMENT

RECORDS OF APPROVAL

PN

G/\/%»L»&\%w J Date \U«\/ . cl . \’X

Supervising Architect, Historle Siruciures

Date
Chief, EQDC

Date
Regional Director

Date
Director

APERQVED
Date

Superintendent



Hhy
e
T

e

iy o

A8

archi tvotural and Ctructurdl D28ion esssevesssesncss “ws

g8 5 o2

vrfeting Conditions Ly Y it I

Jeseription of Jabyie L T T
sirditiona) Ayghitectura) wsesrch “80uired ceevescocons
(R | sussaeeer CaOtoyrdrha

TRA I sewsvese Moagure: e norl

e



7, ARCHITECIURAL DATA

Rabert Harper, 4 reputable millwright and house builder
of Fhiladelrhia, settled at the site of present day Harpers Ferry,
established a successful ferry and built & home &long the lhenine
dosh River, Late in the 18th guntury, not long after building his
home, he started construction of the structure now known 8¢ the
Harper liouse, Mape, & few years after his death, note it 4s &
tavern, That it may have been planned 4g @ tavern from the start
is cuite possibles Zarly jets of the Conmonwealth of Virginis
exempted ferry.keopers, who ram an ordimary in connection with
their ferry, from paying any fee for & lieense to operate &n
ordinary. This mey have been an incuccment for his starting such
a venture, Convenlently sited close to the road to Winchester,
oriented to comsand & view of the confluence of the rivers and
eapily picked out from the neighboring shores it would have
attracted the attention of travelers.

The strueture wis constructed with & small cellar below
& full basement, both varved out of the rock hillside &nd sure
mounted by twe stories and & garret, he plan et the hasemont
level was Jivided into two roass by & stone masonry wall with &
corney firerlace on each side of and at the end of the walle “here
is ovidencs that this arrangement wds continued on the floors
above, w“iile later venovations congsal likely evidence of the
original location of the interior atai‘rs, it is felt that the plan
is sirdlar to ome in use in Fhiladelphia during thet peried and
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wideh Harper would hawve besn fardliar with and being one of the
oérliest settlers, would have introduced it to the arsa for the
frst tine,
or old

“here is & goarcity of original/trim now remaining,
namely the three window frames, olsings and sagh that feaos the
rivers on the second floor level and & fow interjor door easings
and the bageboard on the upper floor levels, This is attriiuted
to the sxtensive remodelling that took rlace when "Marmion lial}”
was added adjscent to the larper liouse by Jares Uate wager in the
@arly 1830%s, Marmion family tradition wtates that Wager needed
the additional roam for entertaining, widch he 7id on such & lavish
scile, that he went into debt, This in turn led to the partitioning
of the vager Six Acre Resurvation in & bankruptey Sotion, ‘hat
he wished to heve the two houses watch in interior appearance is
domongtrated by the sivilarity of the trim. "i}wtltkmy were used
Jointly ie proven by the intercopnecting doors between the two
atmctures.at the first and second floor levels that are now bricked
upe vhen thess orenings were ereated it wos necessary to remove
the original fireplaces and chim&ysl before tils could be donge
‘he closing of these oreninge oocure:! after Javes iate “ager lost
"Marmion L&ll” after geing bankrupt, They wore nrobably closed
mutuelly by Ur, Hichalas Marmion, or others, whe purchased the
propcrdy ond the Swaynes who were 2lloted the Harper Mouee by the

Court .



At the present time the structurs appears pretty mwch
a&# it dd during the Clvil War Ferioed with the fellowing exeeptiomns,
The two story porch on the south elevation was badly demaged by
hurricsne and removed in 1U54 by the Nationsl Park Jervice. It is
reletad by the Mermions that the present interior stairs und the
sustern pertition of the firet floor hall were adied by Joln La
Serilling, sometime after his marriage in 1867 to & daughter of
Gorard bond Wagere Sased on their statement the only meuns of
dcoees betwoen f{loors fram 1835 to 1587 wouls have been by an oute
sie gtaire imown to have existed within the south porche 1his
shoul:: be checked by further xz’;@arcﬁ. |
es Dpscpiption of jeorig

A11 the extorior walls arg of ruble with the exception
of the yriver facude which is fooced with rough drossed stone, laid
in coursee bat not patterned, starting twentyeone inches aoove the
proesent ¢rode, 4n early porch of two decks was attached o tids
side 8s is evident from existing or former door openings at the
basenont and First floor levels, . projecting stone ledye, three
inches or so thieck in the vicinity of the first fleor line on this
fagade, further suggests & porch ceck at this Jevel, Tho 1803
ao apd darbaugh map shews the faint outline of @ porch running
the £21) width of the building about five fest desp with steps 8t
the soath end, Whether this porch existe’ during the Civil war

will heve to be deternined, ohis pap also ghows en entranes on the

3e



north side of the Luiliing L8t is now closed with nasonry and i
found at the basesnt level,

dricked up window apeﬁinqs axivting below the progent fere
réoR grade on the gouth side of the huilding indieates tivi the origle
nal orade sloped froam the first floor line at the back of the building
to the eellar level at the front of the bulldings The present tere
raco appoarg to have existed during the Civil War periods

The cellar floor was apparsnily naturel rock and the floeor
in e rom: of the bisement sbove wis flageione laid over naturel
rock with a channel cut in the netural rook oeneath the flagstome
to drain witey to the oceliar level, The remeining aresé of the
basenonl oceuring over ilw ogllar hag @ woo! floore ihe floor cone
gtruciion at the uprer lovels consiste of & nine inch by &ix inch
deey transverse wood girder at each floor lecuted dﬂpreximateiy at
the tenter of the structure and mortise: to yeceiwve the tenongd four
and 3 HA1T inch wide by six inek Jdeer besnsg that supoort the floor
and ooilingme The botrs are spaced annroximaiely twentyefour inches
on epnterge he flooviny is relaively marrow randen widthe on 311
ficors. It is tongued and grooved and surfeced nailed, Jome now
flooring has boeen 1aid not t00 many years 0o,

The besag of the attle {loor extend beyond the extorior
walle to provide for & oux cornios, ralred rafiers, gdced 1rregie
larly to ascvonodate thé dormerg, bear upon 4 wood ludger running

aorose the (on onde of the floor beamns and are vinned at the roof
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ridoo. Collar beams ccour at the ocarret oceiling line,

Seme sheathing Apnrmears to be oeriairal due to its unusaal
widthe 7The nresant roof {g slate and judsing from the rofter s-deing
i1t wouls &-rear that the oricinsl m@rinm wam vood shinlesy “his
miy Do vroven when the nigsent Jwwopd slate i8 resoved to rehabilie
tate the rouly

the lust knowm occupant of the @reor [ouse, who rented
Fran the Yaniiong, moved out in 1930, From thet tire until it wus
Q@ uiren far the Lomument it was user for stora o by the famionss
sarine the lést tusntyeoioht veers {t bz not neon heaied and the
ef feuts of sener8)l darpmess and the exponsion ard contrastion of the
alagter hag ovosed it to £all or hae seriously lmpeired its strength,

stieularly vheve 1% is affised to esiling lath, Uasdge by termdtes
or powser post beetles énd rodents iw svident in rone exresed Parts
of the srruchurg,

Bews depthe Ter the srany suployed sugoost @ renlacement
with satmﬁswr saterisls encineergs to suptain the grester loads
that way be antielpstesd LF the stracture is gusjevte” to heavy

vigitationa

it i felt by the author theét this investigation should
o ddrecte’ towsrd &n eventusl regbovation of the structure to the
1855.1865 peoriod, both on the exterior and interior, 43 & logel

wonen’s organization wishos to be identifled with the furnicghineg

Se



of the houpe the above siated period would allow thes more latitude
in agooiring oleces to ddsclay, “he Harr-er bouse beling & nart of
the moest rretentious building cawplex in the Hompsent its farnishincs
should refleet this in their selectiony 4n earlier seriod of
raztoration would reouire rarey and cunssomently uore caponsive
vicces that micht exhwast the groups fund rédcing cupdibilities
short of 2 couplets projocts 1t would not he umisusl t» find
sxue piocss of 8n carlier vintace than the Civil ar peried as
cerry over keepesdbus, This would rercit he acceptinew of saw
fartunite beouests of an edrlier periol,

To rfm-tofe this strueture to the perie’ between 1850 and
1888 apd raintein higtorienl accursey would yeouire the comidning
of ihe :iafper House and "Marmion iwll”® &s one unit énd thus ineresse
the enpunt of furnishings roquireds

To rertore to the gexiod prior to 1830 vould recuive the
reeomgiruetion of the window oxuringe in the north gide of the
atme*z;rﬁ and the rebullding of the cornsr Iirevlecss which geuld
orly be acgoomlished by the derolition of Mhuywion ie11%, Ag these
faetors would affect 8 furnishings clan it ep-eovs Sesiracle to
Eold to the ragtoration porio! a‘onted for the town scene,

o guin & thorougik knowle e anl understanding of the
giracture’s festures that existed curing the restoration serioed it
i oronogsd fo remove the core reconily appiicd vsldwter coiits and

remove the wod flooring to 2xnose the structural sysiene This

e



choul:s’ reveal factors affcoting the series of alterations rade
through the yearg and a&lso expoge any hidden struchural insdecvacies,
“hoe roof system siculd bo laid even for & eritiedl exwuinstion of

the roulfing and flaghing materialp and methols enployed, extitions
and eniling lath eumliowd ghald ressonably gstaniish the seocuenas

of changes in the vericue roo cuxivisions, 48l) plper sanmplos |
will be zeaght behing junetions of purtitions and ouier wallg dnd

an anplysis of pulnt ssuples vace, leyey by leymr, to deinruine
paint oulorpe

. it is anticipated ti@t @ month's time on the psrt of the
aychit ok, his assistent and sewveral workien spread over & leoncer
miriod to Scomindatre other phises of their .azxtms will be recuired
to exn-icte the Dadlding investication, Jasel on the above eind |
inclucing the taidng of chotongriplag éna investicaiing v souress
of the puried materiuls used in the structuwre it i¢ estindted that
tizq ozt of allitiondal work necdn fo @ysrdete the arghitectural

ragearch will amoant Lo fiftesn handred dollivy,

iy oy Fronzen
Rauicent Architeet
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EXTARIOR VIIW OF Tl HARPER HOUGE

View showing the south and west elevations of the
Harper House. :fﬁ::kets for girders that supported the south noreh
indicate where the first and second floor levels and ceiling soffit
occurads The roof of the poreh was @ continudtion of the rain
roof, Gmall arrows point out stair run trace of porch staireg,
First floor door 8roears to have besn created by Charles L,
Sehilling soretime after 1867 when he added the present interier
stairs, Chimney caps have been recently stabilized by the National

Pary Service, UNote box corniee on west elevation,

Fhoto by
ilareld Helsom
1958






RENOVATED WINDOW DEDAIL

Une of two windows found on firet floor facing the
river that were trimwed out to match the trim in "Marmion Hall”
wihen the Harper fouse vwag renovéted by Jamss Late YWaser., Hven
the paesepoard was replaced. Hote wood paneling under the sasghe
Exterior window @ills in general are in poor condition &nd will
need replacenent, Interior window trim appears to be in fair

gonddtione

Photo by
Harold Nelson
1658






One of three original sash remeining in the Harper
ouse, Snsh are six over six lighte with & plain mecting rail}
and do not have sash parting stopse window frame jard mortised
to roceive upper sash véking 1t stationary. Original chair rail
matched 8pron of window sill but was removed when roon Wis Yle
plastered over original placter. ‘“hese vindows being on the
gecond floor @nd on the river aide of the house were &pparently
not eoneidered wien the rest of the house was renovated by

Jaims bBate Wagere

Photo by
A, W, Frangen
1458






FORMER OPENING TO "MARNTON HALL®
— ——

This view taken frem the Harper llouse shows one of
tvo bricked up eopenings thet formerly gonnected the Harper House
with "arnion Hall” on the first floor, Another oceurs &t the
gecons floor lewel. Ag can ba seen it ie made inte & closet,
The traee in the wall to the leoft of the door shows one of the
oricingl window openings of the larper ouse that wig closed
when the adjacent building "Mrmion Hall” was constracted by
James Bate Wocere These doors are ldrce being three and & half

foot wide.

Photo by
Ay He Fransan
1658
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HARPER HOUSE

A PART OF
MARMION ROW
HARPERS FERRY NATIONAL MONUMENT
HARPERS FERRY, JEFFERSON COUNTY
WEST VIRGINIA

SKETCH PLAN SHOWING LOCATION

TRADITIONALLY ERECTED BY ROBERT HARPER
1771-1781
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