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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA
The Downey Building

(Building No, 15)

Harpers Ferry National Monument

Prapared by

Acting Superintendent Rayménd L. Ives
October 7, 1957



. EBGTION I: ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

Ao Hame sund

Humber of Building:

Building gﬁ?,igs_”?hg e

B. Proposed Use of

moy Bullding".
Structures

The exterior of

1859 « 1865 appearance, snd the

be rvehabilitated,

seem from the street., Vis

nouse

¢. Provisions for Opereting the House:

Butlding No. 18 to be restored to Lty '

interior of the structur

. mal1 exhibits relating to the 1859 =6
use of the house to be p \

1aced in windows where they majy

i
R

o funds have yet been programed for refurnishing thi
house, No cooperative agreement Liss been gxecuted oy

proposed for furni

B

shing and operating the houseé. Honey,
stablish the small pericd window axh&biﬁ%
AT

;ﬁstimgtﬁ

ag?

It is esbimated that the total cost of restoring the fk
. exterior and of rehabilitating the {nterior o
of Bullding No, 15 will smount to » = ~ onnnm$35,000s |

hY
aand

_of Gost of Rehsbiliteting the €X

i
1
g

-

g 1
A

§ K

3
3

kY
Ny

R
i

1

Page 1 of 1

W

itors will not mebuslly enter th :

&

)




HISTORICAL DATA

The bcwney Building |

(Building No., 15)

Harpers Ferry National Monument

" Prepared by
Superviging Park Historian Charles W. Snell
QOctober 7, 1957
(Rev, Jan. 30, 1953)



SECTION IT: HISTCRICAL DATA

Tntroduction: Part I of the Historic Bullding Report

for Bullding Wo. 15 has been prepared in accordance with
Acting Reglonel Director Gibson's memorandum of Saytemhar:'
17, 1957. This section is basa&'an.ali presently availablsw
documentary ﬁaﬁa§~ .
1. Ounership of the Land, 1835 - 1868,

On April 2, 1835 the Circuit Superior Court of Law-anﬁ

Chaneery for Jefferson County, Virginla, appointed Commisse
jianars %o lay off end divide into three equal lots and.
parcels, the real estate at Harper's Ferry which descended
to James B, Wager, Gersrd B, Wager and Salldy #nn‘wager, _
 now Sally Ann Swayne, the wife of Noah H, Swayne, from thelr
father John wagar,;ﬁeceasad.”l The property thus being
divided at Harpers Ferry was commonly known as the "Wager
Bix Acre ﬁesérvation," an islend of land in private owner=
ship surrounded on all gides by land owned by the ﬁﬁitad
Stetes ﬁovermmanﬁ.a | | |

“On Oetober 10, 1835 the three Commissioners reported
to the Court: "o Jomes B. Wager we allot & assipgn the
| féllswing lots as designated J.,B,W., & numbered iIn the
srmexed Plat, viz., Lots No, 1e7=9=15 being a<paft of the
old tavern 1ot = 19=23=25-27=37=39=li1=l)y including the new

1. Gibson,etc, vs Wagersete, Decree, Yesd Book 29, Ppe.lLO=41,
Jefferson County Clerk's Office, Charles Town, West Va,

2e 1835 Plat, "The Wager 3ix Acre Reaervaﬁien, drawn by James
M. 3!‘6%‘2&3 $'G‘G"“ in E&Sd gﬁ&k 295 181{.?.23.8’ ane}. ‘Bee
Appendix I for a tracing of a portion of this Plate
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"huildings recently attached to the mansion «=libeli7=53 & Sh.*
The Court further appointed & special receiver for the Court
 to beke into possession thg share aﬁéigma& to James B, Wager
for the purpose of’aailaﬁting rantsnan this land to be paid'
into the Caurt, "from and after the time the saild (\gﬁﬁ& %:)
Hager took bemefit of the inselvent losSees” >

{ On January 1, 133&, the Court appointed two Commissionw
ers and directed ﬁh&m to sell at pubiie suction to the highe
est bidder the real estate of James B, Eaga? in_ﬁarparg -
Farry, On November 26, 1836 the Court further authorized o
ﬁhe'ﬁemkissiuners to divide Lot Ké; 15, the old tavern lot,
into parcels, Lot Ho, iS was thersfore sﬁhdivideﬁ‘intmf
four lots marked Noe 1, 2, 3, and ki, of Lot Noe 15

on October 28, 1837, Lots No. 2 and Fol in the sub=
division of Lot No. 15 were sold to William,Andaraaa of
Harpers Ferry: Lot No. 2 for %i,éle and Lot Ho. 4 for o
$1,012,50 (See Appendix I). Building Fo, 15, today,
oceupies the major portion of Wager Lot 15 - subdivision be
On July 20, 1846 Willism Anderson, of the City of

Beltimore, sold for §3,000 to Suéan.ﬁawney, of Jefferson
ﬁauh%y, Ya., @ certain house snd lot of ground situated ,j 3
on High Street, ﬁarpers Perry, "being the property now
oecupled by Alfreé Andrews as 8 &walling house, shoe stvre,
3. Deed Book 29, DDe 1L6~k1. , :
Lo iggruarg 8, 18&1,-Eaeé‘af B‘A&. %&; Deed EHook 2y pp.i5T=
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%gte, the lot hersdy eéﬁvayad; is embraced within the lines

deslignated by the figures 1, 2s 3', 1;., Sy 65 75 8» 9, 10,

in the survey and plat made by James N. Brown, Surveyor of

thé County of Jefferson on the 17¢h day of July 1814,6.?

The deed further resads: Tthe fences between the lot herein

conveyed and the edjacent ground still remaining the property

of said William Anderson, are to be kept up and maintained ;

as ﬁxéz*titién fences, at the joint and equal expense of said

partics = .émi moreover %h#t- a new fence running fr;am fﬁ.g. 7T

to 3-.:3..3 to be made snd kept up at joint and equal expenste. .“5

(See Appendix II). | |
on August 1, ,lﬁhﬁ;vfer $300, Susan Dawne:rpurchasad

addttionsl land from Willism Andevson; the deed roading
in part: |

"y certain irvegular shaped piece or parcsl of landeeo
one point or end of 1% resting on the slley whlch rums parallel
with the U.S. Armory work shoDPs = ese being that portion of
- saild dlsprem whilech is contained within the figures snd letters
lie 5e He Te Go Fo Ia He G, thence to laee™ o

Susan Downey, on her part, grented William Andersoni

5 pight of way for persons on foot, from the lot of
gaid William Anderson upon which his brick store house stands
{Wager Lot 15-subdivision 2, the site of Buildings No,ll and
11£}, through the premises of ssid Susan Downey to High Street;
sald ripht of way to commence at the point in said Anderson's

lot between figures 3 and 11 as marked on the above diggram,
. gnd thence along-the alley to fig 2 snd figure 1 on the
street - as the same 1s marked Pright of way" on sald plat=
said way as it is now open and capsble of being used -« to be
kept at sll times hereafter free and open te. the unrestricted
use of the Said William Anderson..s The extent of the use and
enjoyment of said right of way by said William Anderson and
‘his assipns, and the cceupents of said lot, to be fully and

5-;» -ﬁlly 26’ 1311463- Deed of B.&f:’:.; ﬁ%@& Book 28* p.l?ﬂm
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' “*‘w 1l purposes of ww and egress of the sald mmm&s
and those having business with them, ususl and mmﬁﬁi@m for
the full enjopment of the sald Int mﬁmﬁ “Um Anderson® as
aforesald - m lot being clesed wp In m‘hu. A |
(8ee Appendix III). | |
On Hay 28, :mf,;‘% for the sun of 1 ;2%, :‘ﬁmm ﬁwm? mm

- S0 the United wtaﬁea Gmrﬁ%:zﬁ m %mmm ;;m M hsw ‘

Baginnine o ms?‘&:z wsai;am corneT of sald lot no. 15,
on the alley in the rear of the workshops, whors sald lot
sdjoing the north eastern corner of thet purt of lot Ho. 16,
sonveved to the Unltod Stotes by Fe Ae Hocder and wife, by
deed deted June &, 1848, thence southwerdly btwenty five feel
almg the ﬁi@iﬁm&; 1ine between seld lots Toe 15 gad 16 w -
thenge sastwardly eighteen faeet fo a stone house {Building
%&a«s 7) on sald lot noe 15, thenve northwardly tuenby Live
oot to sald alley, %hama aigh%m fe@'&: almgg gald alley
to the mgzzmmg,m (See Appendix III)e
"’?rza United States Government, on its yazvs, spreads "that
the paroel of land sforesald se hereby granted mﬁ mmmﬁ,
mmm e forever keph open as, pam of a common m&:
', imglwam ns 1t now sbands.ee”
 In 1068 the heirs of Susan Downsy ae:m the ﬁ‘allwmgg house
and lot in ﬁwgm Forryt .
"eeothio two story stone bul m:mg ovey bagement with stone
kltohen atbached amd lot of ground thersunte m:.zmggimggwe
. smmmmm 1ot fronting on High Strect in sald boun and :
ming back to OCanal (now Potomac) Btreotess” ©
, gy ;s In 1837 the lend upon which Sullding Mo, 15 now
M‘:&Eﬂﬁ zyasw& from the Weger femily to Willlesm ﬁm&wm.
In 18h&, Ande ergon sold ﬁzﬁs propevty to Susen Dowaey, who
6o August 1, 1813,Deed of BokeBe, Deed Book 30, ppe306eTe
" Te %E?i?’ m,;* fﬁ%’*?; Deed of 3& cstt Daed Hook ?}ﬁﬁ w« &ﬁ?-@%a;




who remained the owner from 1846 to 1868, which covers the
historical peried, 1859 - 18&5; with‘whieh we are particnlarly

- concerned, Z# is therefore suggeste& that Building ae. 15

be ealled the "ﬁawnay Hﬁusa“

~ The 1803 mep, “Plan af the pr&g@sed 3ummtian of the CANAL
at the lower Falls ef the Shenandosh with the Public Cenal
gt HARPERS FERRY and the nac&sssry Locks fﬁr &eaeenéing inte
the Potomalk River,“g dated Fabﬁ 1803, and repra&us@d as par%
of the Harpers Ferry Haster ¥1ag.as Prowing %o, HMeHF 300,
clesrly shows the site of ﬁuildiag.ﬁc. 15 as an undeveloped
arepat that date. |

“The 1835 map, “Hap of ﬁarpsra Perry Shewing the L@eatian
of the Winchester snd Potomac ﬁaiiread, Upawm by Qieuz. White,
Allen, snd B S Smith, U.S. Avmy under the direction of James
Kearney, It. Gole and'T;E., Hap 2,.1835.*13 and r@pr@&u&ed
as part of the Harpers Perry Msster Plan as Drawing No. NH-HF
3002, sheet two of three, also shows the site of Builﬁimg Toe
15 ss an @ndeveloped area., It should be nnted, however, that
the 183% map cannot be accepted as definitive on this ﬁﬂiﬁ% '
as the map fails to show the Harper and Wager Houses, two
strucbures that were standing in 1835. This indlcates that
the engineers wers not inzérestaﬁ in this area yartiaulayly,
and therefore undoubtedly d1d mot bother to délimeate
structures in\that vieinity., , | )
9, Hational Archives R.G. 7Ts Hecords of the Office of the
Chief of Enginmers, Fartifiﬁatiﬁn‘ﬁ&y File, Part of ﬂapt Dr.
150, Sheet 1. v ‘
10, Hational Arehivas R.G.??& “ﬁg@?ﬁs of the Office of the Chief

| gf Engineers. Fortification Hap File, Fart of Hap ﬂr.lgﬁ Sheet
2-2' -S‘ﬂ



The pries of £1,012.50 paié for Wager Lot 3.5 -subdvision
L by &nﬁa&ae& in 1837 mey m&;{m&a ténat there was ah&m&
standing on the property at that time, If this wér@ the
ecase, that bullding was probably Buillding Ho. 15, as
Downey*s purbhsse of the lami from Anderson. in 1846 and
1818, and her sale of a part of the lot to the ﬁxx‘i‘:&d States
in &8&@, demonstrates that the normem end of Lot 15- '
gubdivision L d1d not contain any structures ab those dabes.
 on July 17, 1846, Building No. 15 wes certainly stending.
James ¥, Brown!s 3uway of that date 'gives the m’_};lméiﬁg -
information on the house vém} lots (8@ ﬁpyendiz III}

 "Beginning at Mrs, Stephbensons (Weger Lot 15 = subdividion
1, site of Bulldings No, 12 & 12h)on the North side of High
Street{ see fig 1) this point is 7 £t 5 inches from the corner
of house A, and 30 £t from N, H, Swaynes corner {Hager Lot Ho,
16, site of Building No, 16), thence with Mra, Stephensons
tinef stome wall) 25 £t 9 In to e point that is 8 £t 3 in
from the angle formed by the House and kitchen, B, and is 6
£+ Prom the house wall and 5 £t 3 in from the wsll of the
kitchen (2) thence sgein with her line {the fence) 11 £t 8 im
to. 3, an angle in the fence which is 6 % from the corner
of the kitchen {C) thence again with the fenee 22 ft 9 inches
to li, a point that is 4 £t 3 inches from ancther cormer of the
kitchen, D , thence again with the fence 6 £t 9 in to 5 :
ancther angle in ssid fence, this point 1s 6 £t 10 inches
from the west side of the kitchen door and #&s 3 £t L in from
the kitchen wall, thence again with the fence which 1s psrallel
to and 4ft 6 in from the wall of P Coen's house (Weger Lot 15=-
subdivision J=,sites of Buildingd Wo, 10}, 25 feeb, to snother
sngle in said femee 6, this point is 7 T% 8 In from the wall

of the ware house HI (Bullding Nos 7], thence parallel to sald
wall 28 £3 3 in to 7, & point in the centre bebtwesn the line
of Swaynets(Tot Vo, 18) and the Ware house line (JI} prolongd
thence h{la 1ine midwey between Swayme snd the waye house

to the Alley at 8, which is alsc in the centre bebween the
corner of the ware house and Swayne's cormer (9} end thence
with his line to High Street (10) thence with the ssme 30 It
to the beginmning,” 11 , : .

11. July 17, 1846, Deed of HMetes and Bounds, Desd Book 28,
page 175 ' ' ' e .



The map, dated HMay 9, 1866, "A Sketch of the Fresent
‘Position & Proposed Alterstion of the line of the Baltimere
& thio Bailroad at Harper's Ferry,” {See Appendix 366 IV)
by & generalized e shows buildings atméiug at that
date on the site of Eﬁiléing Hoo 1 l

In surmery, then, Building No, 25 may have been standing
in 3;&37 and was certainly standing in 1846, _
3. Historiesl Uses of Building No, 15, 1846 « 1856, |

In 18Lbs na 1ndicated on gmgeﬁ 2 of thils report, Buii@ix:fg

Ho, 15 was "ocdcupled by Alfred Andrews as a dwelling house,
shoe store, ﬂtc.w w . ' .
In Ap?&l 1356, Susan Downey ran the i’al}.owing aﬁwrtise--
ment in the local nswspagyez*.
®House for Remt |
**?ma Dyelli on ﬁigh Btreet, ﬁargws Famﬁy,
lately occupied Dy Urs. Fine, Ffhe house is wsll a&apwﬂ for
8 erﬁmg House, Possesslon given immediatelye.." 13 :
© 'haditionsl information on the historicsl uses of Building

Ho. 3.5 4in the 3‘.856 - 1865 parimi a*ami’cﬁsc the result of Jurther

research In the newspepers of the pariode
I, Mpmsured %mizx&% of Building Mo, 15t

i‘hﬁ*m are no historical or mém messured é,rwmge of

Eailéin@; ?i'ﬁ, 15 avaiiabla at prasent,

12, Netlonal Avchives R.Ge 77, Drs 150, Sheet 7he
13 ¥irginie Free Fress, April 10, 1856, pe3s




APPENDIX I

TEACING OF A PORTION OF THE 1835 WAGER PLAT
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APPENDIX IV

TRAGING OF A PORTION OF THE B, & O, PR, VAP
HAY G, 1&66
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APPENDIX ¥

PHOTOCRAPHES

Repert written by

Charles W, Snell, Historian
{Fark Supervisory)

- frou primary data
collected bys '

Park Historian
Herbert H, I{issling.

Dated October 7, 1957,
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A BECENT (1955) VIEW OF BUILDING NO. 15

(No historical picture showing this building is yet available)

Baildings from Left to Right: Corner ef Building No, 16, ‘Building No, 15 (Wnite Stone
Building); Building Ne, Lk, erected in 1857; Building No. 13(since removed by NePsSe
but the site of a 185965 }straéture), Building No, 12=A and part of Building 12 visibJ.e
at the extreme right, |
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% Conclusions and Rscmmdatiems:

Since this report was first submitted on October 8, 1?5?, adﬁi’oi@nal
documentary evidence has been found which throws further light on the |
constraction and early uses of Building Nes 15, William Anderson purchased
Wager Lot Ne. 13, subdiwision 4, ksn October 28, 3.837 for $1,012,50, This
price msy indicate that Building No. 15 was then standing, What seens
more probable, however, is that in the period of 1837 te July 1, 1839,
!ﬁilliam Anderson designed snd erected this house. - %he aﬁaﬁenee of the
mmm house (Building Ne. 15) in 133? has been established by the fach
thﬁ% James B, Hayman, oditor of the

- rented Andersen's stone haws on High &treet, for a two year paried, the
lesse taking effect July 1, 183% '

It therefore appears that this newspaper was located in Building Ne. 15
during most of its two yoar existmence , April '1839 to late 1840, (See
“Historie Building Report, Part I, fér the First and Second ﬁarmian
Tenant Houses," dated January 27, 1958, pegss 16-17, for a detailed
presentation of this evidence; alse page 10 for a brief sketch of the
building sctivities of William Anderson, MerchantArchitects ) |

In Jamza.ry l&é@, Rayman apparent}.y sublet part of Building No. 15,
fur the following advertisamant appeared in tha newsn&par at that times

SREMOVAL. A. & H. V. ANDREWS Resmetfully inform their customers
and the public generally that they have removed thelr BOOT AND SHOES
MAKING ESTABLISHMENT, TO MO« &4 , HIGH STREET." 1k
As sbeﬁ’ by evidence presented on page 2 of this report, Alfred Andrews
 atill ocoupied Building He. 15 as a shoe stere and dmlling in 13&.6,
at the time of the sale of this pmperby to Susan Downeys

ihe 'i‘ha ers Ferr, ssnst.iwtianalist January E, 1840, Peds




| : v A careful and complete search of the newspapers
from 1830 to 1861 will ehable us to establish a complete chain of uses

of th‘é structure from the time of its construction until the Civil Wars

The same éﬁnmes may slso pmviﬁe data on the date of erection, The
United States Cenmmus for 1840, 1850, and 1860, will alse provide further |
infemnati#n on bc‘bh Building No. 15 and its 'emérs. Data on the background | (
of William Anderson and Susan Downey will aisa be obtained from the

c@rrespondenae of the United States Armory that is now exrdarad on’

micmfilm from the Natianal Arehives.

| Builaing zx:a.‘ 15 was definitely a part of the 1859-18¢5 historic scene.
Aa far as is now kuawn, however, the building was not clesaly asseciated
in anyway with the John frown Raid in 1859 or the events of the (fivil
War, other than being a part of the scene in which ;h@ae histeric gatimas
took place, It is thweﬁaz‘é réc@#:m’ended that the e;c&eﬁer of fmiiding

_ No. 15 be restored to its 1859 appsarance. It is also believed that the

exterier of this structure, in the main, from an &rshité:ctérnl point of
view, is subsftaniially a8 it was in 1859, Therefore, only restoration,
and not reconstruction, will be required on the exterior of this; |
structure, | |

Kommant Use of the _Euildin‘ :

It s remmndad that the first (streetz)/ level) i‘l@@r of this
building be fi’atsd out as a shop or house of the paried, the cholce
depending on its historical use in 1859, as established by further

research, These exhibits to be viewed by visiters through the windows

-1 -



from the street. In other words, visitors will not actually enter

+the house, thus reducing protection problems, It is also recommended
" that the other floors of the building be stripped down to & shell, leaving

only the second floor as space in which exhibits mey be stored in the
event of a floods ‘ _

Under this plan, ss is appavent, all interier restoration work would
therefore bs strictly limited to the first (stresl level) floor of
Building Ho. 15.

Charles W, Snell,
Historian (Park Supervisory)

Jamuary 30, 1958
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