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To: 'Supeéintendgnt, Rarpers Fervry National Monument Paennel GIfier
From: Regional §£rﬁctar

Subjeet: Historic Structure Building Report, Part I
Building Ne. 14, Burton Building

~ We have reviewed the subject veport, and offer the
following comments and recowmendations:

-

1. That action be deferred on this report until
such time as 4t can be vevised to include more date as to the
historic appearance and use of the structure.

2. That the remains of Building No. 13 and its
proposals for interpretive use be the subject of an indi-
vidual Historie Structure Building Report.

. Tobin
Ggi)gwm& i
Daniel J. Tobhin

Regional Pirector
In duplicate

Copy to: Director .
Chief, EOBC |~



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Region Five
421 Walnut Street
Philadelphia 6, Pa.

February 35 , 1958

Memorandum
To: Director
From: Acting Regional Director

Subject: Part I, Historic Building Report, Harpers Ferry NM
The Burten Bullding (Bldg. Ho. 14)

In accordance with FO-11-56, Historic Building Report,
we have assembled and are distributing herewith Part I of the
subject report. The report consists of the following sections:
Administrative and Historical Data Sections. (An Architectural
Data Section was deemed unnecessary by EODC.)

o This report should be reviewed by no later than Msreh 3,
1958 . Our comments will follow.

/52 o M/
" George A,-Palmér 4Z4fk”;‘~““~”--,
Acting Regional Director
In duplicate
Attachment

Copy to: Supt., Harpers Ferry, w/d report
Chief, EODC, w/c report
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Approved:

APPROVAL SHEET

Director

Regional Director
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Superintendent



PART I
HISTORIC BUILDING REPORT

The Burton Building
(Building No. 14)

Harpers Ferry National Monument

Distributed for Review by Region Five
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

The Burton Building

(Building Ro. 14)

Harpers Ferry National Monument

Prepared by

Acting Buperintendent Raymond L. Ive
October 9, 1957 -
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HISTORICAL DATA

The Burton Building

(Building No. 14)

Harpers Ferry National Monument

Prepared by
Supervising Park Historian Charles W. Snell
October 9, 1957
(Rev. Feb. 3, 1958)



SECTION XXt HISTORICAL DATA |
piroduckion: Part I of thie Historie Bullding Report fop

,%Emimmg o, il has bLeen ;;me;;md in accordance with Aobing
Heglonal Direotor Gibsonts mwmdm of -ﬁﬁp‘a&m 1?; 3.‘}%’;
This section is based on all mgamtl‘:; availebls docunentary
data, | | | |
1e ﬁ&%@@hm of the Land, 183 o 1870 |

| On April fé?; 1838 ﬁim t‘im%%: Buperior Coumrt of lew and
- Chancery for Joffsrson Counby, Virginla, sppointed Comnigse
lomers "t lay off and divide into threo oguel lots and
;;mzﬁ,; the veal estate st Hawperts Farry which descended.

to Jamss B, Wager, Gerard B, Weger snd Sally Amn Wager, now
Sally Amn { Swayne, the wife of Yoah H, Swayne, frem i’h@ir

| fathor Jobn “egar, decesseds™ The properby thus belng afvided
| gt Harpers Farry wes commonly kuvown as the "Wager Six Aore
Kﬁm%@iéﬂﬁw an lzlend of land in privats ownership
surrewndod on all sides by lend ouned by the United States
%wwmmzmﬁ .

On October 10, 1635 the three Commissionors reported %o
the Court: "o James B, Wager we sllot & sssign the following
lots es designated J«BJW. & numbered in the amnexed Plat, vir.
Lote No, lefwgelD being & part of th& 014 tavern 1ot «l0eFiw2be
2737+39-=l1ult); including the new buildings recently attached %o

1, Gibsonyetes ve Wager,ctc, Decree, Deed Book 29, pp.ilio-lil,
J;ffémm g@ﬁ;&%y Gl&ﬁ’}g’; @i‘% i%; Char ,, les @iﬁm’ w@;t‘

2, 1835 Plat, "The "ager Six Aere Reservabion, “rewn Ly Jemes
Mo gﬁ*ﬁ%’- a@:ﬁwﬁ;” in ¥ped Book 3@9 18&?%53-1&& dee .ﬁpwﬂ@m is |

PO



Tihe wmanslon = L=l 7=53 5&5@;,’* The Sourt Purther ag@imimﬁ .
a speclsl receiver for the Court Lo taks inte possesgion the
ghars awigm& to dames Be ﬁa@ﬂﬁr for the purpose of mmmmg
rents on this land te be pald inte the fouwrt, Yirom snd aﬁ"ﬁ@?
thetimo the sald (James B,) Wager tock benefit of the insolvent
lawsaee" o | |
On Jamery 1k, 1836, the Se}m*& gppointed bwo ﬁéamimimra
end directed them te sell ab public suction To the bighest
bidder the real esbabe of James B “asgé:* in Sarpers Ferrye
On November 26, 1836 the Court further suthorised the Comwlage
joners to %iviﬁé» Lot Hoe 15, the old tavern Mtz,. inte parcelse
»I@t Hoe 15 way thevefore subdivided inte four lots ,,-wa‘wkaﬁﬁmlg
3&"30 and Ly of Lot Hoe m‘-» | | _ |
Probably on October 28, 1537 snd certalnly by April 29,
182 (the complete Deed is missing, see foobtnove 5}y subdivie
sion Ho. 1 of Lot No, 15 was gold to Amz e Stepghension
Haypers mmyf Bullding Ho. 1, today, occuples a small
portion of Weger Lot 15 =~ subdivigion 1s
On Cetober 12, mgg Hrag smﬁh@zzsan geld the following
lend te Alfred Burton for £1001 ‘{fi% Appendiiz XX} |
"9oainning st the nevth west cornsr of subdivision 1 of
Lot 1D.se thelicg slong the front of sald subdivision Lot i,
O g et v 2 e pug1atoe now oooupisd a3 &
ghop by Ueo, W, Pordney (this probably relers to the pregent
site of Bullding Noo 13}y thence Horth Esst Twenty one feet (21)
B. toed Book o, 29, ppe 0-hle | |
1, Fevwusry 8, 1841, Deed of DeiS., Deed Book 24, ppeliST=58.
%, April 29, 1042, Desd of B.:S., Doed Book 25, pe S2s Only part
of tna firsh pume of this deed enee s’ bty mado 0

1580 this book contained only 512 pages, with some pages evidently
 heving been torn out durlng of gﬁﬁ after the Civil Har




P g shake, thenve worth Thirbteen feeb {13), to the cutline
poundary of sald subdivision 1j thence 21 feet to the beglmning
being the northwest corner of said subdivided lot 1, of the

ghape end dinmensions shove numede.e” & ; ' ‘

Tn 1870 Alfred Burtom sbill owned this property; as is shoun
by the Following extract of & deed made by the heirs of Amn
G, Stephensen in selling the site of Bulldings 12 and 128¢

| ®a11 that pleceees of lend and houses thereond yeferring
to Bulldings Jo. 12 and 128}, situsted in Harpers ferry
Pepinning st the premises of Danfel Ames (Hager Lot Ho. 15«
subdivision 2, aite of Bulldings Ho. 11 and 114) on Bhensndos
Streat vunming to the corner of Shenandosh ond High Streets and

rusning thence slong High Strest to the Store Room of Alfred
Burtonices’ v - ( : '

It is thus sppavent thet Alfved Purton wes the ovmer of
the site of Bullding Wo, 1 fram 1837 to ab least Septsmber 1,
1870, It s therefore suggested that Building Nos i be ealled
the "Burton Bulldinge - |
2+ Brection of Bul ng Yoo It 1857 | |
The fact thet Burten paid enly $100 for the purchase of this
?iém of 1snd on October 12, 1857 mndoubbedly m_gw%a%‘;}m%

there was not any structure sbending on the property b thet
date, Pullding Mo, 1l wmmst thersfore have been erected after ‘
1857, Further vegesrch in the mowspapers of the 1857-1561
period will probably yleld the dade of constructlons

The map, dated Moy 9, 1866, "A Skoteh of the Fresent Fosition
& %"Wﬁ% Alteration s&f ‘tmglm of ths Ypltimore & Uhlo
Rellirond et Harper's Ferry," (see appendix IIL), by meona of
‘8 gensralized eyubol, shows. mlﬂm%:\% standing st theb date
on the site of Building Foe M - o
64October 12, 1057, Deed of BekisSe, Paod Bock, 37, PPa30BE30%s
7+ Septanber 1, 1870 Doed of BukSes Desd Sosk Sy Poe269=T06

-l o




| he leeation of %ar%aa’ ; mﬁ his hﬁi?ﬁ‘;’ﬁﬁéﬁ of sale

. @f this ??B?@ft?} after &ﬁ?ﬁ’ may'alsa viald furﬁh&r iﬁfﬂﬁm&@iﬁn
on Bullding %a; léf

3¢ Hisborlca

Buallaing Yo, RLi as vevenled by the 1870 3&@&, wez belng
used at thab dete ss & store, The Lype of store thebt cocupled
- Ballding Hoe b ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁg.ﬁhé 87 to 1863 perled awalils the
vrosult of farﬁﬁé# research iﬁ,ﬁﬁ%'ﬁﬁﬁﬁyﬁ@ﬁ?ﬁ @f.ﬁﬁﬁﬁ-yéﬁiaég ‘
s Hessured Pravings of Building Ho. i |

Fo historical drawings of Building Ho. 1 are praéawﬁly

avalleble, Por modern messured dreawlings ﬁf'ﬁuiiéing'ﬁﬁq yHA
gseet Dvewing No, FM-HF 3060, twe shests, dated August 27, 1956

BoHutional Avchives H,0,77s DrelS0, sheet She

aa@aﬁ%~wmi§%@m‘byx

hevies W, 3n$$1§ '
‘ﬁisﬂﬂﬁiﬁn {Park vﬁﬁrviﬂﬁr?)

from gr&mary data collected hya

o - o ' Ea?bsr% M, Kissling,
stods Ootobey 9, 1957 Park Higstorian



TRACING OF A PORTION OF THE 1835 WAGHR PLAT
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A RECENT (1955) VIEW OF BULLDING NO. 1

Building Xo. 14 center, with messuring sticks; Dullding No. 13, wooden
| Structure to right of %o, 1hs Part of Suilding Ho. 15 visible to left of No. Lhe

For 1900 view of Huildings No. 13 asnd 14, see: Historic Building Xeport, Part I,
for Buildings No, 12 and 12-4, page 12.
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5 Genclusions and Fecommendstionss

Fince this mpﬂﬁ. was first sam%ittad on Octeber 9, 1957, further
research, conducted generally on 'ﬁll-the bulldings, hase produced the
following informgtien on Building Ho. lhke In f%ah 1860, Alfred Burton, |
the owner of this structure, put the lot snd building into trust. The
trust reads in part: ' |

My .o Beginning st the corner of subdivision 1 of Lot 15 of the land of

the helrs of Joln vager decd - as laid down on the map... thence above the ‘
fromt line of said subdiwlehon 1, on High Street, Twelve (12) feet to a point

$talle—and @sid in said line, the corner of the wooden building now oceupled as a

shop by George Fortney ~ thence Horth Sagt, Twenty~one (21) to & stuke thence
Ho West thirteen (13) feet - the cutline houndary of said subdivision 1, thence
g:nf.?ﬁe .fa;t to the beginning line the H. West cormer of sajd subaivigicl

| In swamsry then, Building No. 14 was erected after 1857 and probably
before 1860 by Alfred Burton. It should slso be noted that a wo'adm.ahap,
oceupied by George Fortney( and owned by Mrs. Ann C. Stephenson), was located
aﬁ,ﬁmént to Building Ne. 15 from 1857 to ot least 1860; this building was
appareatly located on the present site of Suilding Now 13 (& =mall wooden
shop removed by the Hetional Park Service).

Further Eesearch Recuired

4 cereful and complete check of the newspapers from 1857 to 1861 will
give us a complete chain of the uses of Buildings Ne. 14 and alse Ho. 13,
The same sources will glso probably yileld some date on the date of the
construction of those buildings. The Us S. Census of 1860 should produce
background i.ni"amatim on Alfred Burton snd Ceorge Fbrtnef.

Histerical Sigm ficance and Raeénstmetiem _
;ﬁxilﬁing Ho. 14 and the building on the site of Ho. 13, were both definitely |

9 Deed of Trust, March 23, 1860, Deed Hook 39, ppe 166-167.
| ' g



& part of the 18591865 historic scene. s far a8 is now kmown, however,
the buildings were not closely associsted with either the John Srown Said

. or the events of ths Civil Wr, other than by being & sart of the scens
in which tmsa histari& sotions took place. it is therefore recomuended
that the front ai’ milﬁing Ho. 14, which has been reserved and is in
storage, be restored to its original locstion and the remainder of the
small m&.ms.ng be reconstructed to ite 1859 appeerance. As is evideat,

the mjmr ;am:ma of the work on Building No. 1k will invelve reconstruction
rath@r than rasw:ratim. | |

' fn the case of Mailding No. 13, which no longer exists, I recommend that
the foundations aml site of this bullding Ia_e pr*eﬁm'ved and that they be
marked with an interpretive marker. 1 also suggest that no atbempl be

made to reconstruct this bm.laing.

1659 periode These exhibits to b viewsd by visitors thraugh the windows
M' the sﬁrée‘h. In other words, visitors will nob actuslly enter the

_ heasa, t,hua mﬁucing the problems of pmtsat.i&m. Exhibite should be ma.da
pm"&a?}le so that they can be relacated en the sscond floor of Building Ho.
15 for atomga in the event of a floods - Under this plan, all work on *Lhe
interior of Building Ne. 14 will also fall largely in the cabegory of
reconstruction rather than restoration.

(‘// W m

Charies We Snuell,
Historian (Park mumrvistzry’)

- Pebrusry 3, 1958
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