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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

The Anderson Buildings

(Buildings No. 11 and 11A)

Harpéts Ferry National Monument

Prepared by
Acting Superintendent Raymond L. Ives
October 3, 1957 '



SECTION I3 ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

A, Name and Humbers of Bulildings
Puildings Ne. 11 and 11, "The Anderson Buildlngs”.
B, Proposed Use of Structure:

~ The axtﬁriwra:wf,ﬁuiléingsvga.,ll4ﬁnﬁ,ll$.gr@‘tavﬁe
restored to their 10591865 appearance snd the interlors of
poth bulldings are to be rahah&litata&;_.%ne‘fiwszsflﬂo?
store windows of Building Mo,11 will be restorsd as 8 store
of the 1859-65 periocd which vlsitors may view from the B
street, but will not actuslly enter the structure.

The second and third floors of Bulldings Mo, 11 and the
second floor of Ho.llh afford ample room for offlce spaceés

Co Provisions for Operatlng the Housasi . R
, ¥e Pundshave yeb been programed for refurnishing the.
nouseé. do cooperstive sgreements have been sxecuted or
proposed fov Parnishing and operabing the house.  loney
w11l be needed to establish the small period stors museuwn
exnibit that will be located on the first floor of
Bullding No.lle ‘ ~ .

1

D¢ Preliminavy Estinste
Ttructures end Grounds?t . ,

WMW

of Cost for Rehabilitating

the

1e It iz ostimated that the cost of reg#cving‘
the exterior and rehabilitating the intdrior of
Bullding Fo.1l will amount tO~ewemwes e mamably () 000

2, It iz estimated that the cost of restoring
the extarior and rehabilitating the interior of ‘
Building ¥eo.11lA will amount %o e nmmnmeeanG 15,000

Betimeted Total Cost for Bulldings 11 & 1lAwwaewasF 55,000

Page 1 of 1
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HISTORICAL DATA

The Anderson Buildings

(Buildings No. 11 and 114)

Harpers Ferry National Monument

Prepared by .
Supervising Park Historian Charies W. Snell
October 3, 1957
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SECTION IT: HISTORICAL DATA
Inetpoductions Part I of the Historic Bullding Report

for Bulldings ﬁa.lil and RlA has besn prepared in accordance
with Acting Reglonal Director Gibson's memorendun of September
17, 1957, This section has been ﬁvitten from 81l presently
available documentary datae |
1, Qunership of the Land, 1835 to 1868,

On April 2, 1835 the Circult Superior Court of Law and

Chancery for Jefferson County, Virginia, appointed Commisge
and divide into three equal lota and

ieners "to 1&3 off
parcels, the real estate ab Earpet‘s Porry which &es&amﬂa&
to Jomes B, Wager, Gerard B, Wager and sallﬁ Arn Wager,
now Sally Ann Swayme, the wife of Tosh H, Swayne, from thelr
faether John Hager, ﬁ&eaaged;”z The property thus being
divided at Havpers Perry was commonly known as the "Wager
81x Aere Heservatlon,” an 1sland of land in private ownere
ship surrounded on all sides by land owned by the United
States ﬁnvarnmant.g ‘ _ _

On Oetober 10, 1535 the three Commissioners reported
to the Court: "To James B, Wager we allot & assign the
following lots as designated JoBele & mumbered in the
annexed Plat, viz. Lots No, 1-7-9-15 boing a part of the
old tavern lot - 19~23~25~2?-3?“3$-§1 iy including the new

1. Gibson,etc, ve Wager,etc. Deeree, Deed Book 29, p§.1%ﬂ~k1;
Jefferson County Clerk's Offiece, Charles Town, Yest Va.

2. 1835 Plat, “?halwagﬁr $ix Acre Reservabion, drawn by James
Me E‘rﬁm, 8,.G.C 3 in ﬁﬁ@a gﬁ@k 299 1&1&7"2@8) Te mﬁu Beo
App@nﬁix I for a tracing of a portlon of this Flat.

w~ L o



*puildings recently attached to the mangion «h6=li753 & Sh"
The Court further appoinbted a special recelver for the Court
to take into possesslon the share assigned to James B, Wager
for the purpose of aﬁlleﬁtiag rents on this land to be paid
into the Court, "from and after the time the said (Jemes @,}
Waper took benefit of the inﬁ@lVant 1aws..u‘

'\ On Januery 1, 1836, the Court eppointed two Gamm&saimnm
érs and directed them to sell at public muetion to the highe
est bidder the real esbabte of James B, Wager in Hgrpers
Ferry. On Rovember 26, 1836 the Court further authorized
the Commissloners to divide Lot Ne. 15, the old tavern lot,
into parcels. Lot No. 15 was therefore subdivided into

four lots marked Wo. 1, 2, 3, and ki, of Lot Wo, 15,
| On October 28, 1837, Lots Fo, 2 anﬂ‘ﬁb. i in the
: aubdivisien of Lot No. 15 were zold to William Anderson
af ﬂawper3 Fbrrv; Lot Yo, 2 for %1,616 and Lot No. 4
Tor $1,012,50 {See &ﬁp@ﬂﬁix~1)a Buildings No. 11 and 114,
today, ere situabed on Hager Lot 15 - subdiviaian 2o |
In 1816 Anderson sold off a large part of Lot 15
dubdivision i %o ﬁuaén,ﬁﬁwnay.A {Bee Appendix II). 'in
18L7 he sold off anvther portion of ﬁéth Subdivisions
2 and §j, the site of Buillding Ho, 7, to Frederick A,
Roedsr (Bee Appendix III).é
3o Deed Book Ho. 29, pp.iL0-hl. .,
Lo Februsry B, 1841, Deed of B.&S., Deed Book 2l,pp.157=8.
5. July 20, 1846, Deed of B &, S., Deed Book 28, p. 17l
. Tovegber 2, 1847,Deed of B,% S., Yeod Book 29, p.2h0.
«l =



Xav1@&8‘%&11&&%‘ﬁndaraan.galé off to Susan Downey his .
'ﬁe&ainiag»yertian'af Lot 15-s&bd1?iﬁian i (5@@ Appendix xxi;; |
"ra&évviag,_hQW$va§:

Y eest Pight of way for persons on foob, from the lot of
sald Willism Anderson (Lot 15-subdivision 27 upon which his
brick gtore house stands, through the premises of sald
Sussn Downey to High Street; said right of way to commence
at the point in sald Anderacn’s lot between figuves 3 and 11
as warked on the above dlsgram {See Appendix I1I), end thence
along the alley %o fig 2 and figure 1 on the street - ag the
same is merked "richt of way” on sald plat « gsald way as it
now open and sapable of beling used - to be kept st 21l times
hereafter free and open to the unrestricted use of the Sald
Williem Andersoneces 7

In June 1865 Willimm Anderson sold Lot 1S-subdivision
2, the site of Bulldings No. 11 and 11A, to Panlel Ames.
The deed reads in psrtt , , .

"Lot Humber four (i) (gic actuslly 2 - as shown sbove
Anderson had sold off all of subdivision L by 1848) being o
Subdivision of Lot Wo. 15 according to the plat of Harpers
- Perry Jofferson County “est Virginla: And also plat
deseribed in Deed Book No, 28, page 175 of the Records of
Jeffernon County Virgine, togéther with that porilon of
P Coons Lot (Wager 4ot 15-subdivision 3, site of Building
%o, 10) purchased from sald P Coons by sald Willlsm
Anderson and now being a part of sald lot Wo. L (2] and
also that portien of lot purchased from Mrs. Stephension
{(Wager Lot 15 -subdivision 1, site of Bulldings Ho. 12 and
128) by the sald Willism Anderson and now s part & parcel
of lot No. L (2) together with sll the bulldings and
improvenents slbtuated on sald deseribed premises...t &

. Wager Lot No, 15wgubdivisionZ, the site of Buildings
To. 11 and 11A therefore remained the property of William
Andepson from 1837 to 1865, As Anderson was ihe owner of
this property in the 1859-1865 period, it is therefore
suggested that Buildings Wo. 11 and 114 be called the
“snderson Buildings®,. o
7. Bugust 1, 185i8,Deed of B.&S., Deed Book 30, PDe306=To
8, June 21,1865, Deed of Bo&,S., Doed Book 1, pp.9=10



2o Erm;ﬁien ﬁf Buildinge ,
The 1803 map, "Plan of the proposed jmwt;im; of the
CANAL a&% %har Lower Palla of the Shenandosh with the Public
Gazml ai:. HARPERS PHRRY and the m%ﬁﬁ&ry Locks for éamami-
ing into the Pamfmk ﬁiwz*, « dated Fob, 1803 émai wepr&&mmi
iarpers Ferry Fester Plan, Drawing No, HUIP

 3£}6§;, shows bulldings atamiing on the present ai‘ﬁﬁﬁ"ﬂf

Buildings No. 11 and 11A (See Appendix IV). . |
A large gmgl;g ,, b&nﬁiﬁg standing ém the sites of Wager

Lot 15, subdlvisions 1, 2, snd possibly 3, is delineated

on the 1835 map, "Map of 53&%5 Forry Shewing the &wation

}af the Winchester and FPotomac Railrocad, Drawn by l:iau?:.

WMW, Allen, gnd B 8 Smith, U.8, Army under the digmtiam

K of Jameg K’éamm m.v'v%l. and TE,, ‘1335, Map 2,"

In preparation for the public auction of Jomes B, Wager's

property in Harpers Ferry in 1836, the newspaper carried

the following deseription of Wager Lot No, 3.5 hai"nm it
was bmkan up into four subdivisions?

W ot fronting the U, 8, Arsenal 90 feebt by sbout 150,
binding on s cross street (High Stresct), On this lot are
erpcted i:ha spseious [rase mmmgg aeeupmd and known as
& Hotel for the ’mst 30 yosPEees"

9.. Bational Archives R.G. 77 Reeords of the Office a.a the
Chief of Engineers. Fortification Hap File, ?m; of Hap?

Dre 150, Sheet 1

10, ¥ationsl Apehives R, s 775 Hevords of the O0ffice of the
Chisf of Enpinegers, Faz*fziﬂaatisﬁ Hap I"‘iieg Pert of Hap:

Dre 150 Sheet 82«2, Map 1s reproduced in Harpers Ferry
Magter Plan. sa Drawing Ho, m—m—gn&, shest two of three.

11, E&mmia_m Press, April 7, 1836, p. L, col. 1.
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The above evidence thaa indicates that any buildings
stan%ing o the preaant site of Building 11 and 114, in
| 1837, weve probably frame struetures. If this is the |
case, then it is clear that Building ¥o. 11 was converted
from & freme bullding iazssa?bwigk store house” by Willlam
aﬁd%rsﬁn before August 1, iﬁﬁﬁ,g and after his purchsse of
the property in 1837. Purther wviﬁeﬁaﬁ on ﬁhﬁhgsaaible
dabe of cormversion of Building He, 11 and sther structurel
ghanges mey be revealed when and if the deeds covering
Andersents purchase of land from Coons and Stephenson,
.'mgntienﬁﬁ in his 1865 deed, see page 3 of this fep@ﬁﬁ,'
are located, Anderson's original frontage on Shenandosh
Street for Lot 1Gesubdvision 2 waa 30 feet; while the
Arehitactural Base ﬁap, Drawing Wo, ¥H-HF 3055, shows
Building Yo, 11 ta/hav@ a frontage of 32 feet on that

ﬂﬁrﬁ@t.

vﬁ27ﬁ!ﬁ%%%?#ﬁXVF3%EV%?7%A£Z§£ﬁééf?%A/ZZ/#ﬁﬁ£ZZ
The nep, dated Moy ?? 1866, "4 Skeich of the Present

Position & Proposed Altersbicn of the line of the Baltlmore
& Onio fg1ivoad at Havper's Ferry," (see ﬁ@p&nﬁix‘?}'ﬁhggg
béth.ﬂuilﬁiﬁgﬂ Ho. 11 end 11A standing as of that date.

" As indlcated in Andersen's deed of sale to Downey on
Auguet 1, 1848, Bullding ﬁh.'lz;maa being used at thet time
a# o "store house". Newspapers of the 1830-31 period indicate

. August 1, 1848, Deed of B.&.8.,Deed Dook ?@,pp.sgén?,
3ge page 3 of this r@perta

10, Netionsl Archives ?»ﬁ'o ??o Br‘ 15 Q, sheet 52%6

..5 -



ﬁh&t at that time william.Amﬁarﬂen,wﬁ& 3@111ng Rwapon and
cart ba?nasa; ﬁl&ﬁ saddles and saddlery,” 1 But the type
of store lseataﬁ In Bullding No. 11 iIn the 1859«~106%5 period
and the use of Bullding No. 1lA during the same perdied
awaits the result of further research in the nawgpapar@ of
period, | '
he Measured Drawlngs of Bulldines Yo, 11 snd 114,

Yo higtcyiaal or modern measured drawings of Eﬁil&ing
Toe 11 iﬁ presently avallable, %o historieal drawings of

'ﬁ&ildinw Foe 11A sre aveilsble. For modern measured drawings
of 11A see: Drawing No, NMHF 3062, three sheets, dated |
- August 27, 1956,

Report written by

Cherles W, Snelly,
Historian (Park énpervia@ry)

from primary data collected by
Parle Historlan Herbert H, Kissling.

~ Dated October 3, 1957

"ngiuiawF?a& Presg, October 20, 1833“ Pe 31 also
Petover 20y, 1531y Pe 3o
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TRACING OF A PORTION OF THE 1803 MAP
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APPENDIY ¥

TRACING OF A PORTION OF T B &. O. HoRo MAF
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APPENDIY VI

PHOTOURAFHS
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A RECENT VIBY (1955) OF BULLDING §O. 11 .

(o historical picture showing this building is yet available)

Buildings, from Left to Right: Extreme Left, par“é of 124, Building on Corner- 12; Building Noe 11,
the four story white structure; Building No. 10 and to far fight, on corner, Building No. 9.

It is believed that the fourth floor to Building No. 11 was added to the structure after the
.Civil War, See Architecture Franzen's “Historic Building Heport, Part I, for the %’irst and
 Second Tenant Houses, Architectural Survey, Appendix I, A. Old Ehotagraphs, ?ho‘tograﬁh Cy

FPhoto definitely taken Before 1861 ans perhapé in 1859, This photograph does not show any four
story buil@ings as being located in the building blocek, bounded by High, Shenandoah and Potomae

Streets,






5 Conclusions end Recommendations:

Since this report was first submitted on October 7, 1957, further
research, conducted generally on the ﬁaﬂ.dmgs, hss produced negative
results as far as Pailding do. 11 and 1l-A are concernede A page-by-page
search f@rﬁhe deeds mmtiéned'by Anderson in 1865 (ém page 3 of this
report) = covering exchanges of lsnd with Mrs. Stephenson and Philjp Coons,
in tiﬁa Bead(ﬁmks i‘ér the peried 1830 to 1865, h&s‘failed to uncover them,
It is therefére apparent thet if these exchanges were made, Anderson either
- failed to mcem them, or if he recorded them, the deeds were torn out
during ti}& Civil War, In any case, no aasistansa or information from
this daesis can aztxy longer be mcpactad.

'&n thvx ﬂther hand, having looked over genemlly the prices paid far
1and anﬁ Mildinga in the 1330'3, I an now firmly of the opinion that’

.Amiarmm "’;ms.ce of $1,610 for Lot No, 15, subdivision 2, in-1836 can be

, acaeg&tsd aa‘ addi‘bienal proaf that there was a build:mg on ’t.he lot at that

time, /The 1836 newspaper sdvertisement describing lot no. 15, indicates
that/ Lt mus-t have been a frame structure, The deed for the 1848 sale of
ldm t;é Susan Downey (see page 3 of this report) described Anderson's
@auilc&ing as "a brick store house®, It is tims apparent that changes must
4 have been made to Quild:ing Hoe 11 between 1836 and 1848, F‘urthmm -
in the 1846 sale of land to Susan Downey, Anderson had reserved a right
of way from the rear of -zmmngs No. 11 and 1leA, tzmugh Lot 15, sub-
division Ly to the Alley or Petomac Strﬁt. In the 1848 sale to ﬁomay,
she parchased this right of way and Anderson reeeived a shorter one,
via Bailding We. 15, to High Street, The deed covering this latter
transaction includes this cleuse: ' |
-1} -
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"The extent of the use and enjoyment of said right of way by said
William Anderscn and his assigne, and the occupants of said lot, to be
fully and for all purposes of ingress and egress of the said cccupants
and those having business with them, usual and convenient for the full
enjoyment of the sald lot marked "im, Anderson" as aforsssid - said lot
being clesed up in fromt...* 12 :

This last statement ~* said lot being elééed up in frontfe may thersfore
i’miicafe: that this change may have oceurred between 1846 and 1848, If this |
were the case, of course, it must have been the result of construction on
Building No. 11 in that period,

Aﬁchiﬁawstura}. evidence indicates that structurslly Building Mo, 12 and
11 @ré'ax;iginally built at the same time as one building, éuilﬁing Noe 11,
like Building Mo, 12, probably therefore dates back to the early 1800%s,

Further Yesearch Hequired:

A cémplgta and careful search of the newspapers from 1830 to 1861 will
- glve uxa a‘ complete chain of the uses of Buildings No. 11 and ll=f, The
same ﬁféauraes may also yield some ﬁata on the date of the glterations of
tvheaq‘vstmcturea. The U.8, Census records, 1830-1860, will also yielu
bg;@i&grcand information on the ouner of this lot,. (Zorx"emadama of the

;f. 5S¢ Armory also containg infarmaﬁien on the early history of EMJ.ding Noe
711 as well as on the career of merahantu“archiwct" William Anderson »'ﬁhi.s

informetion is ﬁaw on order from the National Archives.

Historicsl Significeance and Restoration:

| Goth Suildings No. 11 and 1lek were definitely a part of the 1859-1865
historic scene. !aa far as is now known, immar, the bulldings were not
}clasely associated in any way with §ha John Brown Raid or ths events of
the Civil War, other than being a mt, of the scens in which those historic

12, Deed of B, & 5., August 1, 1848, Deed Book 30, pp. 306~307; See
Appendix II sund III for Plats. _ '

-l -



actions took place. It is therefore recommended that the exteriors of
Bulldings Ne. 11 and 11l-A be restored to their mﬁéappaemma. In the
case of Bullding No. 11, thie will probably involve the removal of the
fourth story, which was appsrently added after the Civil war, Building
Noo1l-A is probably substantially as it was in 1859, o
M@nnmﬂt Use of the Baildings: |

It is rea@mnded that the first floor ef Budlding Ho. 11 be fitted out

as a shop of the 1859 period. These mhib:.t/&s to be viewed by visitors
through the windows from the strest. In other words, visitors will not
actually enter thé house, thus reducing the problems of pmtec:tion; The
second floor should be saved for the stersgé of the exhibits in the event
of i;’ioscia, and I would reconmend that all other floors in Bullding Ne. 11

"and both the firet snd second floors in ll-A be stripped to a shell on the
interior. Under this plan ell interior restoration work would therefore

be strictly limited to the first floor of Building Ne. 1l.
- If Storer College is included in the Ebnumem, as now seems likely,
with ample room snd facilities for administrative offices on Camp Hill,

" there will be no need, in my opinion, to place offices on the seém:d or

third floors of Buildings Wo, 11 or is 1l-i.

JM

Ghar}.es W. amell,
Historian, Park Supervisory

Jenuary 31, 1958
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