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To: _ Svperintendexm, Harpms Ferry

- Qur aprraisal of the historie renabilitation and recons

Fosborn Office, Design end Construstion
~ Pulladelphia, Pa, 19106

me: Chief Amh:itec‘b, EOBG

$uh,5ect_~ - Stabilization of Rogder House Bu_iding #16,
Herpars Fexvy

rernivndng 40 be sccomplished this fiscel year indicates %ha% mzw '
little additional money cen be cbligated beyond that work nov wnder
work opder arnd being performed by doy labor and contraeh. Ve Inoy
you are aware of this end it is hoped that the day irbor orew con ho
expanded g0 additional funde carzled over from this yesr plug the
anticizated ellotment for F, ¥, 1965 can be ezpended with 3.3.%1&
dif‘fieulty pext yeor, '

Ve do thdnk 1t would be wise tc a%bil&za the Roeder House by mmma» TR

grouting thie fisozl yeor, and as this work can be done by eontrac w, 2%

would be advisable to aeemqgli&h this a3 soom as pmetitzabl@.

Vr, Franzen inf u.s that the gtructural condition of “t.h.m b'zaﬂlding
is very poor, twei‘m-e, we feel an emergency exists end the moxdy
ghould procecd without waiting for the ccmpleticon and apwal of the
Higtorle Strueliures Reports. ; _ _

The reports fop thiu and othey ad,gaem tulldings are 51'.\ the process
- of preparation and no doubt a firm program for rehabilitation wiil

aoon bo avallable to ell interested ;m*bi.@a. »

' Rebart B. Suith
‘ Szgmxﬁ ,

- Ponnld 8, Nugs, Acting

ees

‘Rag&ml Bimctor, :mmw Soean

M. Eramem, Berpm Ferry
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 vore called aad how the vigiter o i

| We Wave curpently progvamsed o rether sxtanuive azterier ye-
storation of this houss to be carried out uwnder FCP Bet¥. Bacaume
: oo detertorstion of the bailding, this is almost an

Howaver, beceuse of its lovetion, sise and saempli #cation of
the cosstruction techniques Sest cosweply encountered in the lowey

and Matoriosl
the yastor.

s o et ayed showing how and vhy they wre used, shat they

in the structures within the Mark.

The bulidisg is well suited to this parposs. It is cut of the
Flood plain and $ts location is guch that sven the helghts of the
1936 Flood did ot sasch the strest flovrs. It is proposed

| of hast wouid be dol rable to keep the interior from  low tede

A gmail expaoditugs for interior and sxhibit lighting
sudred topather with mumal jénitorial services necessory

in buildiogs open to the puliics
i" yEglotue SOT. Lirai PG b 4 ke ’:w" T ihad ) i nere

PUP.BST dous mat provide fox intexler regtoration or exhibite.
We belleve thet thowe must awsli the rather axtensive exterier Yo~
gtorution and conplote investigstion of the building febric bufore
ravmdng, We will keld the preme t work te e sstorier of ihe

_ . dooxs and frames, zoof
moubors, sics Heither heve funds hesn programued for opmyatiog the
Wuese 5 FOP will be required for the certailn necenshyy interior mae
stoyation and for the exbibdis.




o cost m,m, toration

ths subject of mam ﬁfﬁﬁx m W&t&aﬁ gg
the baflding fabric im&m;aﬁ iay ﬁx&tm Franpen, 1t is
setimated that the interior restoration, weduinical, eabibits
and architectursl investigstion will m $94,150.00,

A




Prepared by:

Charles ¥W. Ssell
April 3, 1959
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H1EIORICAL @als CECTJOH

i1 JeBRECHIP OF THE LAlD, 1782-18%1

hagey Loy Ko, l@,vthw present site af Zlugé. ka; 16 anc 5, was ouwned by
the bager fasily from 1782 to 1835, On Octeber 10, 183%, the Jefferson County
Court allotted Lot Ho. 16 to Gazah Ana fwayne, the «ife or woah H. Swayne,
in the general division ol the ager Property that teox place at that time,
The Swaynos seld Lot ac, 18 to Frederick /. koweder on September 13, 1347, for
$1,166.,66, Un June €, 1348, Mr. koeder p#cld the sastern pertioa of Lot Ho.
18, a vacant plece of land that fronted 32 feet on Fotomac Utreet Ly 25 feet
in depth, te the Unitsd States for $237. The Government acquired this por-
tion of the lot in order to widen Potomue Street to a forty foot width, thus
greating hoth a wider street ana e fire lane jetween the Musket Paciory shops
aituaied on Armory propexty_and the private miliings locatad‘en the “ager
Oix Acre Keservaiion,

Kr. koeder and hie heirs retained title to the remainin, portion of Lot
Ko, 1€ from 1848 to 18%1.1 in addiiian to Hldgys fw. 16, koeder alse cwned
Blogge Mos & and 7 during ihe 1838-80 periods T1hs location of Roeder’s pro-
perty may L@ meen ny glancing ai tﬁg 1842 plat which appears on the follow-
inG paye of thls xeport,

4. COMSIRUCIION oF BlLiG, sie 1§

Un Septemter 7, 1837, hoah H. Uwayne leassd nager Lots No. 18 and 17 to

John G. vilson for & ten year pericd, the lease ta.ing sffect on April 1,

1. For a detailed and documented study of the ownexship of the lot, see fnell,
Charles ¥W,, "Historic Building keport, Part I, fo: Bldga, No. 16 and 164, The
Koeder Buildings,” dated October 15, 1857, revised January 28, 1858, pp.d-3.
For st.ry of the wideniny of Potomac Street, See Sullivan, Arthur L., "History
of Wager loie No. 17 to 3“‘ 178"’1“9,’ dated FW 13‘ 1959. pp.31~27.
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1838, at an anmual reat of $140 4 year, The lease alse contained the fellow
mmnﬂwm:

“IV. The said party ef part (Pileol) within five years frem
mm’ummuauum-uncuanmdmamun
houses of brick or stone covering the entire fr.nt of said Lots (exocept encugh
for ene, two or three alleys which may be left or not at the option of said
¥{lson) at least two stories high & with the walls of sufficient thickness
to sustain another story, No materials now oa satd premises shall be removed
and used on any other premisse without the consent of said parties of the
tu‘ltmt...."' 2

ﬂldemwmedmammmnmﬁ.u
and 17 ky April 1, 1843, under the terms of the leass, This, however, ¥Wilsen
failed to do. On December 13, 184¢, Major John Symingten, Buperisteadeat of
the Aruery ot Harpers Perzy, stated that theoe two lots contained the follows
ing buildingss Let Ne, 181 "A large weoden stable 80 x 30 fest and loft
above.” The valws of the land was put at $182 énd that ef the building at
2318, msking a tetal of $400,. lot %o, 17 “A sall wooden House, 16 x 14 feet,
IM.‘; The land was weiued at $182 and the houss at §18, making a tetal
of $300,

Prior to thds, on Jmuary 35, 1844, with the consent of Jeha G, ¥ileon,
mmmzmmné.uuwaa.mm.mmau
7O4rs at an anmual rent of §70 a year. The lease alsc stated that near the
terxination of the lease "the improvemsats nov on seid premises & thoee here-
after placed on the premises by the party of the second part [Reede%), shall
2. Llease, Sayne to Wilson, Ssptember 7, 1837, ia Deed Book 28, pp.340-341,
Jeffersen Couaty Court House, Uharles Town, W. Va. ,

3, “Schadule A of lets and impwovemsnts thereon, owned by individuals, ad-
Jeining the public Puildings at Barpers Perry Armory, with desoription of

the Lprovemsats on sach lot, and the price for which the whole cea e pur-
chased,” December 12, 1844, Hicrofilm Reel 33, V.3, p.871,

s o



' 4
be appraieed,..” and paid for by Swayne,

In September, 1847, Roeder purchassd Lot o, 16 from Sweyne for $1,168.86.
Bmd on this evidence, hamely the price paid for the preperty, the writer
is of the epinion that the oldest portion of Bldy. Ho. 18 was erected by Roeder
{n the period 1844-45, Judging by the measured drawings of the building, the
strugture ortginally fronted 22 fest on Hich Street and was 17 feet 7 inches
deop, The southeast wall rested up against the gable wall of Bldg. ﬂe_. 1%,
ﬁldq. #o. 16 was uilt of stons and was two stories high, including the bese-
ment, in 1844-45. Eooms 2, 4 and 5 on the modern measured drawings probably
. comprioed the original atmtm.s |

On Jsmagry 2, 1848, Roder purchased Wager lot Ho. 17 from Heah H, Swayne
for 31,168,686, }t)uu incyeasing hs original frontage oa High Street from 32
feat to a total of 64 fm.s l.atle:r the same month, Reedsy uearod a loan
of $3,000 from Abrahen H, Herr, the miller oa the Island of Virciatus.
Roader was able to repay this money in February, 1550.' It seoms likely that
Roeder used this lsan to enlarge Bldg. Bo. 16 to its present simse, probably
in. 1848-¢9, and in eny event, certainly by 1856. Thie latter date is cstablished
by Rooder’s sale of Lot Ne. 17 to the United States in 1856. Lot No. 17 ort-
ginally fronted 33 feet on Hiqh Street, yet in 1856 Roeder scld only 218 feet
4. Guayne to Bosder, Lease, January 29, 1844, Deed Beok 37, pp.103-103; also
| Brayne and Wilson, Agreement, szy 29, 1844, Deed Boek ?7, Pel03,

5, Drewing Fo., NM-HF 3059, “Building Ho. 16, The Purleigh House,” dated
August 10, 1658, 12 sheeta. Dee Sheets 1 and 2,

€. Desd of B, & S,, SHwayne to Roeder, Jamuary 2, 1843, Deod Book 29, pp.304~
35,

7. Deed of Trust, Roeder t: Isaac Pouke, as Trustee for lieryr, Jamuary 19,
1“3' W M 2’. pﬁnﬂo

:5 m-.uocm,mumm,mmxs. 1830, MMJI.».M-



¢ inches of this frontags to the United States, retaining for his own wse
three feet @ix inches of that froaﬁ&fzw.g The 3% fest reserved from Lot ¥o,
17 was added to the original 3L foet fronitage of lot Ho. 16, and gives us
the prescat frontage of Blde, 3’?9. 18 on Hizh Street, nemely 3% fset 2} inches.

Thus, probably in 1848-1849, Eoeder estendsd the lenyth of his houee by
sdding two more yooms, one located on the lasement and the other oa the first
floory Namely, rooms No. 1 and 3 on the measursd drawings. This addition,
Built of stone, was 13 fest 34 fnches by 17 feet seven inches in sime, and
increased the original frontage of the heuss on High Strest to 35 feet N
inches, A new bric: socond story and a halfl containing rooms o, &, 7, 8
and 8, and slate reof, wers probably adied ovex fthe stone portion during the
. 1848~49 remodelling., Architectural investigetion can perheps best answey
this question of the date of the brick adlitions. Inany event, Bldg. No.
16 was 3§ stories high, over a o story basement, and had a slate roof by
T | | |

In the rear of Bldg. lie, 18 stands Bldg, lo, 16A, a twe story brick annex
measuring 11 feet 3 inches by 14 feet 2 inches in aime and containing two
yooms, ohe on each floor, JSo evidence rola{tm to the constyuction of Rldg,.
No. 16A has been found, The earliest viow showing Bldg. 16A is Photograph
HR-43, vhich was made in 1870, The questiocn of whether Bldg. No. 16A was -
standing before the Civil War or not mist be left to the results of archi-
tectulla)l investioatien, The structure is alsc to be seen on the 189¢ Perris-
mupofmmﬁmmamtm next page of thia report,
l:; Desd of B, & 8,, Rosder to U, 8,, Aucust 26, 1856, Deed Book 38, pp.13%=

. ,

10. Petographs HF-84, HR-400, BF-46,

s as
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Bldg. Yo. 184/ may have boen standing before the Civil Kar, imt no evidence
 in dooumentary sowrces has bheen found to settle the uestion onf way or the

Bldu, Ho. 16 was the residence and prohally Uw shop of Fredexiex A,
11 p
Roedsy from L845 teo 18861, The Census of 136C provecies ua with the fol-

1oving date on thie familys

*Proderick A. Roeder, 50 years old, male, Confectiouner, Value of Real Eastate:
232,000, Value of Personal Estate: §1,850. Eora in Saxony, Germany,

Aana M, fceder, 39, felimie. Beorn in Sexony.

Maxy Lo ¥ 17, femals, Born ia Va.

Matilda £, ~ 17, female, ~ * ¥

Augustus H, * 13, male, w w8
Jamne Ae * 11, male, # w o
Epma A, » 8, female, ~ * *
Albert 1. ¢ 3, mala, . ¥~
cklt“ ii.; B 1. famale od . # 12

No historiocal plans of Bldus. No. 16 or 18A have been found and it is
highly unlikely that 8ny will ever be located, For modern measured drawings

dated August 10, 1856,

Photoraphs of Bldy. Yo. 1€ will ke found in the following reportss
1. 1859 photograph, HF-65, in Snell, Charles w., "Report, for Xager Leots
Ho. §, 7 and Part of B, the lager louse or United States Hotel,” dated August
7, 1958, page 35, View of rsar recf o of Bldge 16 showing it to be 2%

stories high.

11, Census of 1850, Keel 10, V.2, p.ll4; Census of 1860, Keel 10, V,2, p.170,

12, Consus of 1880, kenl 10, V.I, 5.170.

‘O?.



2. 1861 photograph, HF-{Si. on page 38 of same rsport. Yiew of rear zoof
line of Sldg, lio. 16,

3. 1870 p&wtom'lpho HF-33, in Snell, Ce e, * istorie Buflding Bite anxv-y
Repoxt, for kager Lot Ko, 58-ligh Sireet,” dated .ugust 1, 1458, page 15,
View of po:ch posts on High Street frust oi Dldge Ho. 16,

4o 1073 painting, Li-143, Lo akove reporc, poge 1. View of porch on Mgh
Strwet of Blde, Hoo 18,

5. 1865 photogreph, HF-55, iR Snell, C, V., “Historic Building Report, Part
11, Historical Data Section, for Bldg. ho. 7, White Hall,” dated Narch 30,
1988, page 16, View of rear of Blag, ko, 16,

8. 1870 photograph, HR-43, on page 17 of above reporte. This is the earliest
view in which Bldg. No. 16A i to be seen clearly.

7. 1880 photograph, HR-379, on page 18 of abuve report. View of reur of
Bldg, No. 16, |

8. 1696 photograph, HR-99, in Snell, C, W,, "Histcric Building Site Survey
Report for Bldus Wo. 3, Vager Lot No. 53,” dated July 29, 1958, p.17. Exocel-
lent view of High Street front and roos of Hidy, No. 16.

9s 1896 plotograph, HF-82, in Snell, €, W,, "Historic Wn-;- Report, Part
11~ storical Data Section, for Bldg. Ho, 15, The Sesan Downey Bldg.,” dated
March 27, 1859, page 13. High Gireei froant anc roof,

10. 1898 photograph, HP=96, in Zulltvan, Arthur L., "History of Wager Lote
Noe 17 to 34, 1784=1886,” page 50, Excellent view of rear side, porch of
Bdg, Yo, 18 and 163, .

11, For modarn view of lilgh Street front of Dldg. ¥e. 16, ses 3nell, C, W,

FHistorie Bullding Report, Part I, for Bldge #o. 15,% page 1l.

o



13, Om the following page ef this mt il ks Mauubn }vta‘n of the
roar of Bldy. Bo. 16 and 164, FPhotogreph HE-308.

Lot Ne. 16 way swned by the Wagor family from 1732 uwatil 1847, Ia
Septesber, 1847, Noah H, Dwayne sold the lot te Frederick A. Roeder for
$1,166.66. In June, 1843, Rosder eold & small plese of {u lot that froued
on Potomac Strest 32 feet by 26 fest, to the Unt tea statés for $337, Reeduy
‘and his heirs yotained title tevth_ae resaiaing portion cf‘fm,ot g@, 18 wmtil
- 188l. In -Mt’i.aabbté Bldge &a.vls, Kt; Eosder alse o«ned Bldgs. bo. § end
7 duriag the 1889-1865 pedod, | |
méw, No. 18 was m&mmly sywoted by Predeyick A, Reeder in &M%u% T
sadar & mma from Boah B, Suayse. The m was Lo memm M&@ m»
elmiiaw & one stery stene hasemmi, and 2:@&%@& 22 fest on Wigh mm&ﬁ maa&

had 2 depth of 17 feeot sovan imm Probably in 1&&&»4%& and mﬁ%ﬂy

by 1856, Reedor made aswthoy series of additiens te Bldg, We. 18, 18 f@e& o

2} imch by 17 feet ssven ineh slone additien, tws ghoxies &ﬁ Zwi«:..*:ﬁzw

é&mmi%@ to 38 feet 8% doshes Ly 17 fest 7 inohes, Frobebly 16849,
s34 serbalaly betors 1688, Feodor adkdod brisk ssogud stosy sad @ h@;fft@, L
Biders ¥me m m & nlate sz“ %ﬂ‘ ex Lhe im fef m@ ﬁ;&m ?iimw Raid
5@_@ ﬂ@@ 116 wass ;23?, Sﬁﬁﬁes high @m a stone ene stary basemem:,
Bldg. NeﬁlBA ’ whﬁah stands in the rear Qf Bldg. No.,le is a bnck two |

story s‘cructm contaming one:- wom on each floor and measures 14 feet 2 inches

=

fod te the sarthwest end of the ariginsl house, thua mgam SANG -;;gmm@; art. i



Harpers Ferry Begative No, RHR-308,

In the Center of the photogragh may be seenihe rear of Bldg. He.
18 with the ruins of = two story frame porch running the length ef the strwo-
ture, Note that the basement and first floor are luilt of stone. The see-
eod and & half story are constructed of brick, To the left of the photograph
stands Mdg. %o, 18A, the two story brick house.

«10-



Sl eahe wishheg

br 11 fewt i im ds. Docu:. ate: - evidence has faflac to

»M.k.mdeum-tbciulmaxwt. The osrlised photo-

 graph showiag this strecture was taken i& 1870, If Bldg. 104 wus standing

before 1881, its byick construction suppests that it was srected at the sawe

time the briek second fleor was added to Bldg. Bo, 18,

Co Joe uf Bldga Bo, 26 | |
m.u.lsmnxummxmtaxmumnummm

bably the shop of Frederiok A. Rosder, who was s oonfestioner Ly trade.
M.h.lﬂ.umwnvwiortclnl.mmwum

roums for Roeder’s help or perhape as 4 smell warehouss or stovage reoms

for his business. | |

1Sqd) CHARLES W, SNELL

Charles W, 3nell
Historian (Park Supervisory)
April 3, 1989
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@f informmiien end ovelved frem 20is Limited mmoent of evidanoe

‘& yetiew ingenicus theorty of how and when Didg. Bs. 16 wsg egesied
‘emd ovolved inte its form by 1888, It sbonid aloe ba psted that
mtmbnotwmmmmfmdm&mm
ary jnformatien whatsoswer &3 e beilding doteil {wiandows, dooxs,
ote.}. As thevs ie a highly sompuient Sxebitmet wozrking at this
Honumert, whe will saks a dstailed sepeetion sod repevt of the
aychitectursl featuyes of this stumetuze, Br. Ssell did set feel
justified in veniuring inte & fisld shers he i3 ast gualified
{tho svaluation of stysstural evidencs), 204 whare documes
evidonee on the subject dses net exist.




‘ /IN REPLY REFER TO:
UNITED STATES H2215

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE | AU MO
s s 2
RGR t '
Region Five —~—— Q'QZZS
421 Walnut Street ' _ERTTEfjézzlf -

Philadelphia 6, Pa. = i : :

June 2, 1959 !

I

JRPTRI————
Memorandum : . FL AT, MON.
RECD.
To: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument &JLJN
From: Regional Historian

Subject: Research Project No. HF-60. Bldgs. No. 16 and l0A.

When this section is made part of the complete Part 1I,
Historic Building Report, the 1843 Plat (page 2) should be @mended
to show the “Alley" on tne east as Potomac Street, Presumably,
the architectural section will '‘make up for" the apparent dearth
of evidence on building detail (windows, doors, etc.). However,
the front porch that the photos of 1870 apparently document might
have been mentioned in the historical section, and an opinion
ventured. Similarly, the back porch, which the Sanborn map shows
intruding between buildings 16 and 16A. This is, of course,
mentioned in caption for photo HF-309, appended, but not in the

o fauh (o

Frank Barnes
Regional Historian

In duplicate

.Copy to: Director w/copy of Report



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Barpers P{7) Rat88a P Poiisnt

Barpers Perry, West Virgimia
April 6, 1959

Hemorandum
To: | Regional Director, Region Five
From: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Monument
Subject: Kesearch Project No. HF-60. Bldgs. Bo. 16 and 16A,
Enclosed please find ene copy of the "Historic Building
Report, Part I1, Historical Data Bection, Bldgs. No. 16 and 164,
Prederick A, Roeder’s House,” dated April 3, 1959, 11 pages, as
prepared by Historian Charles W. Snell, for technical review by
Regional Historian Prank Barnes.
(SGD) FRANK H. ANDERSON

Frank H, Anderson
Superintendent

In éhplicato






The Rosder Bouse, Building #1£, located on Let #16 and on a portion
of Lot #17 of the Wager Six Acre Reservation, was built in stages
and appears to have incorporated portions of other etructures stande
ing on the site prior to its conefruetion. The initisl portion was
built againet the north snd of the Susan Dewney House, Bullding #18,
employing that structure as its south wall, The Downey House wap
eonstructed in 1838-39 and sete the earliest date to which the cone
struction of the Boeder House could be asaribed.

In the beginning the house was a tvo story stone structure, 23%-8* x
17%e¥* in plan with the long dimension bordering High Street. It
had a pitched roef paralleling the street with & slope of 7 in 12 as

mdduced from the stub ends of the 5«3/4* x 7-3/4" rafters left in the

walle of the later censtyuctions See attached sketoh.

The house appears to have been enlarged sometime after l-séﬁ'whm &
Frederick A, Roeder purchased Lot #17, as the addition extended 376"
over ento Lot #17. The sddition was stone for the first two stories
and & story ¢f brick was added ever the corbined siructures. The
1mx two stories of the north wall of the addition was apparently
the south wall of an esrlier structure built on Lot #17,

‘A detached 11%+3* x 147-6" two story briek structure was built up

against the Downey House and located $5%-4" behind the origisal cone



streotion of the Eoeder House. The brick werk of this outbuilding
indieates thet it was not built when the briek third story was added
to the main strueture as the masonry deteils are not the same,

Whep the byick third story was sdded to the main structure, cast iron
baleony supports were imzmte& on the High Street alovation.
Various porches, stairs and connections with the entbuilding vere built

at the reay of the house although most of thie work is now missing.

Underground conditions of besring have caused serious settlement erscks
in the stvacture and the numerous windows and deors of the front and
rear selevations leave little in the way of wasonry tiles such t}sai vhole
papele of krick and stone have eut loose and are in dangeza"' of dropping

ouk,

Prior to any sbhove ground repairve to the bullding it will be necaessary
to vonsclidate the bearing material wnder the foundation wsllm. This
can best be accomplished by pressurs grouting ae the precent bearinq
gapacity wunder the walls is indeterminzies Any wholesale or unwarranted
repoval and rebuilding of sections of the walls above could alter exe
isting stress patterns and thereby jeopardize the stability -af the
strusture if mxﬁam;z before stabilizing the site bearing.

gny mukey of mueonry spendrsl ssotions snd piers between openings will
have to be rebuilt and tied beek in with the structure te maks the
building safs and permit the doors snd windows o bewowe operables A



contract has been let for a new tenporary roof wiich cannot be
applied until the Fersgoling work is done,

Twelve sheets of BABS messured drawings are on file in the Philadelphis
offies, Two sheets of working drawings have been prepared wovering the
masonry and carpentry werk. A guotation has been received for the

soil stabilizetion werk to the amount of $1,880.00,



This sketeh was prepared 3. shew the struecture shortly after it
was constructed. By the Civil ¥er period the building wgm been
substantially added ento and the sirueture in the forgyound had
been removed.

Sketch by Alen Malmer
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