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)far 11, 1861.] HAn .t':lt'S \YEE KLY. 
;;:::;;;;=-=~-=============================== --..-· . .. -------

'J'llE BrI:XIX( : OF TH E rx rn:JJ :-iTAT1':S Ait:-;E:'.\AL AT JIAJ:l'Elt'S FE!:ItY. JO P.)J. Al'l: IL l~ , J StJl.-[~t, El' ('lllrn llY l>. 11. :-;·iwn'Jll :1t . J 

'l i,,. tn•,,·.·ult'nt w11."' rq.:-:mlt•d :1 .~ n milit:ur n 1·r 1~R "ity, 
IL!11l · I· .·Ul'h PX •1•1 1[1•. l. 'l'n lllll?l \ " 1•f 11.i \\ ltd )()11k1•1l o il , t l1t• 
-·-.·u··• .. f th. <. t n l·..:" ht W(•r(' i 1w ,'Ci11·1· -i l.J !,- .".:•I un1l .~ 11 l t'l1111 . 
'1' ~1, ·I ·: ! •·f Jil'•• l'11l111d lil t m:l'! fl ilil'•· llt1)" rl'llfll till' dt·pt h~ 
•·.I· . 1 ' , · ;11"•1'il'"11:'!.;I'. l11 11111 i11at i11g tlit• t·• ·ntlu·•nt l'ivc r;-1 !Intl 

l:,.• · :. i · L:11 •.; 1·J:ff.i l; •l' 111i!P..( nt'1111wl, c•:wh 111i ·k :11111 pin n.t­
tl .,. •l'i 1.t1 d wi th the uaml' ''r 11ui~ H11t • 11 f .. o1rgn·at h L'lllll'-

ic fou111Jf>I· . .:. In 111r rnn rlial <'Olnmn l't' \'PHll•il hv th1 1 hla;r.e 
th (' rc ..- to •ll a rr:1y1•cl , with dr:ully liall :mil lmyon<~I, lh 1· llr~ t~ 
horn prid1• of a h11ndrf'1l hitlwrto fH« H' t•fu l :11111 hnppy fnn1i ­
lif• . ..i . 1n tlu~ town IJt'l• >W, lwt w c·1~n thf'Tll :11111 lhl'il' f' Ul'IHYt 

w{' r(" w ·i.:;hhor:-i , fri<'ml :, an1l li.•JJ41w-!'i tizl'll :-l --th1• c·nr rnh•:i 
tli1 •m •t>ln·.-. 01 11· la t1• patl'lll f•1l 1l1·f1•111l1 ·r:-1 a nd N111nl1')' J11l·n. 

J ;rl 1 thr 1· 11 1 what li :1:1 l~ • l'll'tl thi .~ ! i ta l 1111 ·1~ :-- a y 11pn 11 11 , ~ 

~t .\ :< tlH' . .im11kf' nnd v:·prir c1f u fur n:1ce {.;Ol·th bt>furP the 
tir1•, ~ o T'l'\' ilint.: lwf11n• hlornl." J>. I I.~-

,,.,. al.·o pnhli ,.ih a \'it•'v of Fo1:T :\f ~ lh: !'\J : Y, nl B:1l ­
ti111on'. 'fhi :-: fort j ,.i lu ·lcl l1y tl11• l'nitl'il :0-:tatt•.-= , :uul iu 
tlw (•\·1•nt 11f fL ti;.:ht ut Bnlti111or1· " l•nld pmhnhly :-i lu•l\ Lim 
l'ih'. It :-i lnwl-1 :1t, th t• 1•x lrl'111if\· of n fl•ll J: Uf' uf l1111tl 1wa r 
th1: gr·•·!rnphie;•l l'L·nlr<• 11f th l• 1·l1r. Tu t l:t• wa r L•f 1 ~1 :! it 

wn -i h111nh ~1nl1 · 1l Ji\· l ht · H··!1 ; h H1 ·· t. ,. itl.·•t• t :•··· • • _ I• 
wn:-: llflhi ..i l11 1ml 111i·t1 11u·11t 11 . ., 1 t h " t .1:1 •. :1 :· . •. 11 -..,:: ···n ... ~ • 11 
~p:111 ;:lc•1l H:1111 11•r '' w:1.; wr; lt ' n. 

Tht• ~rn :i ll t·n t 1°11 t lw t>p1 11..:i t. · p:•:. 1·\liil1it tli. I : ti: :i .: 
of th1• liri1lgl' a t l ': 11J l• •ll l ·\' 111' ' J:·. l1iin·.t·· ll ' • ·l•. J: ;, I 
tlu•.:1• 1'il • t 1 11\'~ ur1• fn ·111 J'h"1"· .. r::1.J1~ 1.,. \ \". 11. \\ 1 .. \1 ·: • .Ill 
Bnlliuwn>, · 



,;Evacuation and Burnirn4 of the U. 8 . · ~rsenal ('Husk:et Factory) 
u.nd Shops at Harper's Ferry, on th8 Vii qht of the 18th of 
Lpril , By Lieutenant Jones, and his Com:nand, By order of the 
Federal Government on the Approach of the: Vircrini a ?orces ." 

From Frank: Leslie ' s IllustrcLted l.Jeuspaper , 1861, p . 372. 
Harpers Ferry Negative I~ o . 1-fr..,_349 . 

~'i.t the right of the drmring can be seen a portion of J:.:usk:et Fa.ctory 

Bld9 . ::o . 2, the Armory Offices ; next, movinci to the left , Bldg . No . 1 , 

th:: Fire Enqine House (John Brown Fort) . The placing of the flag pole in 

the center of tho street at the east end of the Nusket Factory Yard is 

inaccurate . The large three story building, just to the ri9ht o:f the flag-

pole is Villiam J . Stephctn's Clothing Store , locc.ted on l:ager Lot 110. 5 . 

'.i'he smal l one story buildinc:, situated to th.; ri~-·ht of Stephe11s ' store , is 

the Superi ntendent ' s Old Office on Lo·t No . 1, Elock: .... , Shenandoah Street, 

in the Old .-'_rsenal Square . The structure to th:· right of the C1ffice is 

the Larg-e 1.rsenal . 

Eovin7 to the lc;ft siJ.e of tho _print : First , an inaccurate drawing· 

of Mus.i::ct Factory Bldg . 13-the Smith and Forg·ing Shop , whi ch was actually 

a on0 story building; moving to the right, :3ldg. ,;o. 12- the \;arehouse . 

The thrQe story building to the rir·ht of Bld:; . 12, was l:alsh & Brother's 

i.Jry Goods s : ore , located on ·. : a~:-er Lot IJc . 10 . The c·reat f lames shooting 

from the 1:us1cet Factory Euildinr;s are a touch added by the artist ' s ima­
: fpw ,,f 

gination . Lt. Jone s ' set fire to the se buildings , but the fla:.nE: s ·h ,2Y'3 soon 
·1 

after put out by the to',"1speople and the structures sh01 «;1 in this print 

suffered little or no damage from fir ·::: en .".pril 18, 1861 . 

- ! -



\ ' 

~ 

;'/.\~\J.l.11vN ~'iD Dl"HN!lW <JF TIU; u. '· All.'t:XAI. AND S!IOPS AT IIAilPER'~ FEim1pp~~AJJrno:1~ ~noWr.u:snFO~s'~~l~~LP.o~y376~1EUl'ENAN1 JONES. AND HIS COlUIAND, BY (\Rnf:R UF THE f'EDr:!\.l.L .,,,.; ,;i:-x1n:~: 1 



l. The Larg·e ..:~rsenal, a two-story brick structure erncted in 1800, and 

located in Block l;., the Old I~rsenal Sy-uare. The first floor of this buil-

ding was being· utilized in Ap r il , 1861, as barracks for the Federal Troops 

and the second floor for the storage of miscellaneous supplies. The interior 

of this structure was destroyed but the walls were left standinq. 

2. i'he Small ;..rsenal, a two story bri ck building erected in 1807 and 

also located in Bloci: ii, the Old :~rsenal Square. This :Cuilding contained 

some 15,000 arms in April, 1861, and these and the structure were com-

pletely destroyed by the fire. The age and use of wood in the construction 

of the two arsenals may account for the intensity of the fire. 

3. The Carpenter Shop (8C), the Saw l"illl (8B) and the Grinding ,·lill 
( 8.i;,), Musket Factory Bldg. ifo. 8, was located in the Mus.Ket Fae-

tory yard along the Potorr,::i c, and was fired and reduced to ruined walls. 

This structure, erected in 1850-51, had a t wo-story center and two one-

story winqs. 

4. The Stocdng Shop, Husket Factory Bldg. No. 6, was also fired by 

the Federal soldiers on npril 18, 1861, but the flames were extinguished 

by the townspeople with but little damage to the structure. lJo other 

J.·1us£et Factory Buildings were set on fire by Li eut. Jones on April 18, 
2 

1861. 

2. Harpers Ferry under Confederate Occupation 

i~ll U. S. ihmory property at Harpers Ferry, includincr 78 public buil-

dings and the arms manufacturing machinery, was seized by the Confederates 

2. E:S Letter of George lfauzy to James H. Burton, Harpers Ferry, 2 a.rn., 
..-:i-pril 19, 1861 - In Harpers Ferry hH Document File, HFD-29. .i:",.lso TYlS 
Journal of David Hunter Strother, April 5, 1860, through June 16, 1861, 
Harpers Ferry NM 'rranscrip~ion pp.3-4. Strother's published account of 
event, in ~iarper's New lfonthly tfaqazine , July, 1866, pp.11-14, on Micro­
film Reel 39, Vol. 6, pp.528-531. 
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and many families who r ented Armory Dwelling Houses from the United States 

were obliged to vacate the ir homes at gyeat inconvenience to themselves 
3 

and forced to procure shelter wherever they could. In addition, ''1-1any 

quiet, inoffensive citizens~ noted Joseph Barry, who witnessed these e-

vents, "were dragged from their homes and confined in filthy guard houses, 

a prey to vermin and objects of insul t to the (Confederate] rabble that 
4 

guarded them. " Townspeople who were suspected of being Union sympathizers 

were not only thrown in jail without a hearing or trial, but thei r property 

was destroyed or carried off, and their home occupi ed as barracE::s for the 
5 

Southern troops. iit least one o: the Harpers Ferry churches was also 
6 

occupied by the Confederates as a barracks for their artillerymen. Photo-

graph HF-334 suggests that the church thus utilized might well have been 

St. John's Protestant Episcopal Church, Monument Bldg. l~o . 48A. 

On April 30, 1861, Colonel Thomas J. J ackson arrived at Harpers Ferry 

and assumed command of the Virginia. forces, thereby relieving l-1ajor General 
7 

Kenton Harper, who had been in charge since April 19. Jackson established 

his headquarters at the Wager House Hotel, which was located on i;ager Lots 

3. Barry, Joseph, The Strange Story of Harpers Ferry, Thompson Brothers, 
Lartinsburg, 1903, p.116. Barry was an eye witness to these events. For 
description of U.S. Armory at Harpers Ferry in 1860, see Snell, Charles 
\'i ., '''l'he 'i'ow:1 of Harpers Ferry in 185 9, a Physical History," dated Nay 18, 
1 9 5 9 I PP a 2-1 7 a 

4. Barry, Strang-e Story, p.11 7; Also diary of Strother, ,c:.pril-l.iay, 1861. 

5. Ibid., pp.119 - cites cases of llilliam }foCoy in Bolivar, and Iiliraham 
H. Herr , owner of Island of Virginius. In June, 1861, pp.120-121-cases 
of four Harpers Ferry men. 

6. Henderson, G. F. I<., Stonewall Jackson and the ArrLrican Civi l · .. ar, 
London, N.Y., and ~oronto , 1955, p.93, f.n. 7. 

7. Jackson to R. E. Lee , May 6, 1861, Vol. II, p.809; Harper to Richard­
son, April 21, 1861, p.772; Lee to Jackson, April 27, 1861, p.784, 786. 

- 9-



8 
No. 61 7 and 8, adjacent to the B&O Potomac Bridge. By May 8th, however, 

Jac~son informed his wife: "At present I an living in an elegant mansion, 

with Major Preston in my room." The only house in Harpers Ferry fulfilling 

this description as an " el egant mansion" would seem to be the Armory Super-

intendent's Quarters (Armory Dwelling No. 25), which was located on Camp 
9 

Hill. Under Jackson's direction, the Confederate forces began to take 

on some order and undergo rigorous training. On May 22, the noted Civil 

\for artist, David Hunter Strother, visited Harpers Ferry and reported 

" The adjacent hil ls were covered with camps, and all the work-shops and 

public l:uildings Cthat is, the 11usk:et Factory and U.S . Rifle Factory 

buildings and also .'i.rmory Dwelling houses were) converted into barracks.'" 

3 . Jackson Fortifies Harpers Ferry, ,-,pril 28-1.iay 22·, 1861 

On Hay 6, 1861, Col. Jackson informed General Robert E. Lee: "I have 

occupied the Virginia O..oudou:ti") and l'Iaryland Heights, and I am about for­

J. 
ti~~ng the former with block-houses of sufficient strength to resist an 

attempt to carry them by storm . 'i:henever the emergency call s for it, I 

shall construct s imilar works on the Maryland Heights . Thus far I have 

been deterred from doing so by a desire to avoid giving offense to the 

8. Imboden, John D., "Jackson at narpers Ferry in 1861," in Battles anci 
Leaders of the Civil 1·:ar, N.Y., 1956, Vol. 1, p.121. See also Jackson to 
Joseph E. Johnston, February 12, 1862, Vol. V, pp.1068-1069. 

9. !·lemoirs of Stonewall Jackson by his widow 1'.lary Anna Jackson, p .151, 
on }licrofilm Reel No. 38, Vol. 2, p.156. See also subsequent evidence 
of Strother sited showing that Gen. Johnston used this building as his 
headquarters. 

10. D. fi. Strother, in Harper's New Monthly Hagazine, June, 1866, p . 22, 
on Reel J.~o. 39, Vol. 6, p.539. Also Strother's i·:iS Journal and ,,....Harper's 
Ferry and First Manassas," extracts from the Diary of Capt. James 11. 
Garnett, Southern Historical Society Paoers, Vol. XXVII, Richmond, Va., 
1900, p.61-on Reel 38, Vol. 2, p.143. 

-10-
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11 
latter State." Batteries were placed in Earpers Graveyard on Camp Hill 

and Imboden's Battery was also located on Loudoun Heights. Strother, 

when visi tin'} Harpers Ferry on hay 2, reported: "Several field-guns were 

in position commanding the railroad approaches, while batteries were 

exhibited on the neighboring cliff in localities which struck me as more 
12 

picturesque than judicious ." The C~np Hill guns may be seen in Photo-

g-raph HF-334 on the following· page of this report and also see HF-342 in 

Appendix II • 

On the fo llowing day Jackson reported to Lee: 11I have finished rccon-

noi terinrr the Maryhnd Heights, and have determined to fortify them at 

once, and hold thEI9. as well as the Virginia (J,oudouri) Heights and the 

to"'i\rn, be the cost what it may... 7wo pieces of field artillery ( 12-

pounder) should be placed on the Virginia Heights, and a larger number 

of 6 pounders on the Maryland Heights,. Heavier ordnance, in addition 

to the field pieces referred to in yesterday's letter, could be advan-

tageously employed in defending the tovm. The heights [Bolivar Height§] 

we st of Bolivar must be strengthened. I would be more than gratified 

could you spare the time for a short visit here, to give me the benefit 

of your wisdom and experience in laying out the dif "erent works, especially 

those on the heights. I am of the opinion that this place should be de-

fended with the spirit which actuated the defenders of Thermopylae, and, 

if left to myself, such is my determination. The fall of this place would, 

I fear, result in the loss of the northwestern part of the State, and who 

11. Jackson to Lee, Hay 6, 1861, Vol. II, p . 809. 

12. Harper's Hew ·"onthly Hag-azine, June, 1866, p.18, on keel 39, Vol. 
6, p.535·: 11.lso extracts from Diary of Capt. James H. Garnett, Southern 
Historical Society Papers, Vol. XXVII, p.60, on Reel 38, V.2, p.143. 
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FJL\ \f\ LE • ..:...IE':O: '":'TI L\TEIJ :SEll'~l'Al'Ell . 
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!r.nul C::•Olf0)"'4 by •·..?u.i. T1""f'1'11on:iolb' MlllClll, b7Jul.i11 llniw1i Ib"CQ' •~l~!u·• :.I'd OrW.o 

SECESSIOY BATrERY AT. 11.\~! PER•S l•'ERKY, ERECTED O::\" THE HEIGUT OV ..:.l>LOOH: !~."G 'l'IJE '!'OWN .:\~D ~OMlIA~"DIXG 1'1ffi RAlLllOAD CRIDGE, CA:-1.AL, &o.-FROu 4 SKETtir ?~!:.'· \\'1TQl:t' i~· ll.\.l"ft ny ot.-r. Sr:mu.~ AnuST.-fu.:.£ P.tlit: as. 



" Secession Battery a.T narpers Ferry , 
erected on the :Ieir;hts (Carnp }{ill) 
overlooking the to'im and com."tlandinq the 
Rai l road Bridge , Canal . April 19, 1861 

To June 14 , 186F' 

Frank Leslie ' s Illustrated l1ewspapcr , 
18 61 , pp • 3 6- 3 7 • 
Harpers Ferry I:egative l:o . HF- 334 . 

The Confederate batteri e s in the right foregr ound are located 
I' 

' o . .: t ~i.' k JUst i!:Rsie:e- the stone wall of Harpers Graveyard on Ca..'Up Hi l l . The 

builc:J.in~r at the extrer::t ri~ht is St . John ' s Protestant Episcopal 

Church , Monument Bldi;-. Lo . 48ii; that to the l eft , with the tall spi r e , 

is 0 .L 
IJ L • Pete r ' s ko::lan Catholic Church . Hoving to the loft , the ru i ned 

walls a.r2 those of the Lar~--e .i .. rsenul , 1-hich was burned on n.pril 18 , 1861 . 

To the left of the Arsenal u.re h;o l;uildings located on ~ - a<;,;cr Lot No . 2 . 

The lar~e 3~- story structur2 located to the left of t:te .. rsenal and about 

the center , i i:: ·:.illia..rn J . Stephens ' Clotil.ing Store , situated on \:ager 

Lot ,fo . 5 . ~ :ote the iron '".<inchester" span of the Balti mor e & Ohio Potomac 

Bridge ; th() remai ning spans 01' the :Oridc;e were built of wood . 

Hovi ng :i'ro~ J. riqht to l eft , beginning at the Y in the Lridge , fi rst , 
f);'t' vuy /qr/je ~ sfc;y nt;;'Oe.Ji;..'tlr <\ J.do~r.' 

.L , - . TT .;,,dd; f-i'<, ,, ,;1 /fs l~f'°t,•~ 
the roof of the B&O Depot can be seen ; nexL ,11 the ,;ager ,-_ouse Hote.L , s1 tuatea 

on \Jc.c•er Lots 6 , 7 and part of 8 . The next st r ucture , two stories and r unni ng 

lengthwise to the hotel , is the B&O ' s Potomac Lestaur ant , situated on ' . .'aqcr 

Lot ifo . 9 . The three story house next in line is '::al sh & Brother ' s Dry Goods 

Store located on ',,ager Lot 1;0 . 10 . The tall brick structur e t o the left 

of t ho stor e i s tho BC:~C water tower , located in the U .s . busk:et Factory Yard . 

;:..11 of these buildin'::js i n the i. ;ac:;er Ferr y Lot v:ere burned by Federal Troops 

on Feb ruary 7, 1862 . 

The Potomac i:~i ver flm :s fro~n the left a"1d the Sheniindoar1 fr om the richt , 

joi ninc:;- together in the center . The south end o i:' Earyl anc[ HeL;;-hts r ises on the 

l :;ft and the north end of Loudoun Eeights appears at the right o f the print. 

(See 1859 Eistor i cal Base :~ap , Drai1ing Lo . r.l1-EF- 3021 , Shaet 2 . ) -1~-



(( 13 
can estimate the moral power t hus gained to the enemy and lost to our se l vesf ." 

Lee r epli ed on Nay 9th1 stating in part: "In your preparat i on for the 

defense of your position it is considered advisable not to intrude upon the 

soil of Maryland, unl ess compel led by the necessities of war. The aid of 

its citizens might be obtained in that guart er.u Four 6-pounder guns and 

two 12-pounder howitzers, Lee added1 were being sent to Harper s Ferry to 
14 

assist in the defense oi that plcce . In addition to this artillery , 

J ackson also r eceived a number of heavy naval guns sent up f r om the captured 
15 

Nava l Yard at Norfolk, Virgi nia . 

In spite of Lee's order s , and pr obably before receiving them1 Col. 

Jackson occupied Maryland Heights with some 500 t r oops from Kentucky on 

May 9 . He di d not place any cannon on the mountai n 1 however 1 nor di d he 
16 

yet attemptto fortify that position . 11.fter spending two days inspect ing 

Harpers Ferry, ex-U.8. Senator J. Iv:. Mason of Virginia 1 wrot e to Genera l 

Lee urging the fo rtifi cation of J\:iaryland Heights and pointing out the legal 

right under which he believed Virginia coul d occupy foreign soil. Mason 

also stated in par t : "I t has been said in the papers ••• that Governor 

Letcher [of Virginia) has some scruple or doubt about occupying the mountain 

heiohts in £•.:a.ryland opposite Har:Jer ' s Ferry. Of course I di d not inquire 

of Colonel Jackson, no r do I know1 what counsels prevail on this point . I 

l ear ned at the Ferry, in general conversati on , that sone four or five 

hundred Virginia Gi..ctually .i.Centuclcy] troops occupi ed those heights, and it 

13. Jac~<: son to Lee , Eay 7, 1861, Vol. II, p. 814 . 

14. Lee to Jackson , May 9 1 1861, Vol. II, p. 822 . 

15. Jackson to Lee , May 9, 1861 , Vol. II, p . 824 . hl so D. G. Duncan to 
L. P. -v.·alKer 1 May 12, 1861, Vol. II, pp.86- 87. 

16. J acicson to Lee 1 May 9, 1861, Vol. II 1 p.824. i~lso D. G. Duncan to 
L. P. \. al l.<: er, May 15, 1861, p.91. '":" 'f' v."\ i...'[

1 
P-.vt-j[, 
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{{was said ~hat preparations was making to fortify or intrench them. That 

whichever power holds those heights commands the tovm of Harper's Ferry 

none can doubt; and there is as little doubt that a small body intrenched 

and fortified there 1 well and appropriately armed, could hold it against 
17 

a far superior force •• • 11 

18 
By Hay 17, however, cannon had been placed on Naryland Heights, 

and on Hay 21, Lieutenant Colonel George Deas, Inspector General of the 

Confederate Army, also reported~ "I have not yet visited the 1/;dryland 

Heights, where redoubts are now goi ,g up; but, from frequent conversations 

which I have had with Lieutenant-Colonel Duncan, the officer in char ge 

of the work, I am convinced that but little more is necessary to render 
19 

that part of the qround quite secure. '' 

Passing through Harpers Ferry on Eay 22, Strother noted in his Journal: 

" I observe, however, that the construction of stockades and block-houses, 

commenced under JaciCson's orders, had been discontinued, and that no fur-

ther steps have been taken to mount and locate the heavy guns brought up 

from Lorfolk: ••• I also noticed that they were r emoving the armory machinery 

and material from Harpers Ferry as rapidly as possible to be set up at Rich-
20 

mond, it was rumored. " 

A drawing o; the Maryland Heights stockade, HF-536, \·Jill be found on 

the following page of thi s report. 

17. Fiason to Lee, Hay 15, 1861, Vol. II, p.849. 

18. :U. G. Duncan to L. P. l:alk:er, May 17, 1861, Vol. LI, Part Xi; p.93 . 

19. George Deus to Col. R. S. Garnett, Adjutant-General, C.G.A., Eay 21, 
1861, Vol. II, p.861 . 

20 . Strother, in Rapper's 1Jew l·:onthly Eagazine, Ju,!1:_ce,_ 1_86~ 1 • . }?~_2_23 __ 2n Eeel 
39 1 Vol. 6, p.539. 
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''Stockade and CarnI? of the Kentucky kec,iment (Eebel), 
Cn the J."laryli.md Heights, Opposite Ha rper's Ferry, 

}.lay to June 14, 1861. " 

From Harper's ' .. eekly, June 20, 1861, p.455. 

Harpers Ferry I:ec;at i ve No. HF-536. 
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On June 5, 1861, a newspaper reported: 

" The haryland Heights are still in possession of the Kentuckians, 
Baltimoreans, and the 'Eontgomery (Va.) Fecibles,' who intend to main­
tain and hold the position until ordered away by General Johnston. The 
'Montgomery Fencibles' went upon the Heights a little upwards of two 
weeks ago, without axe or saw, into a wilderness of trees and under­
growth, and they have erected a fort G>tockadEi), 200 feet long for their 
protection and comfort, and have cleared off a beautiful parade ground ••• 
They call their palisade 'Fort Montgomery,' after the county from llhich 
they come . u 21 

4. Briqadier General Joseph E. Johnston in Comm nd, May 23-June 15 , 1861 

On Hay 23, 1861, Brigadier General Joseph E. Johnston assumed command 

of the Confederate army at Harpers Ferry -nd established his headquarters 

at the rtrmory Superintendent's House (Armory Dwelling l.o. 25) on Camp Hill. 

His army, then amounting to about 8,000 men, was comprised of eight regi-

ments and two battalions of infantry, five companies of artillery, with 16 

pieces, without caissions, harness, or horses, a naval battery, and about 

300 cavalry ( 8 companies). '"They were, '' Johnston l ater wrote, " of course, 

undisciplined, several regiments without accouterments, anC:. with an en-
23 

tirely inadequate supply of ammunition. " 

On Hay 23, Lieutenant Colonel George Deas further reported: " ••• The 

Virginia regiments are only partially supplied with tents, and the main 

body of them \five regiments of infantryJ are quartered in houses in the 

21. The Charles Town Virginia Free Press, June 13, 1861, p.l, c . 3, 
quoting the June 5L.h Richmond Dispatch. See also C.N.S.I, Vol. II, 
p .661, F. J. Porter to Col. Townsend, U.S.A., June 4, 1861 ••• "at night 
the sound of the hammer is heard breaking stone o'n the :Maryland Heights, 
the ax felling trees . Evidently a blockhouse is going up. No one can 

get near enough to see." 

22. Report of General Johnston, Oct. 14, 1861, Vol. II, p.470. Orders, 
dated May 15, 1861, pp.844-845, also p.856, 871. Location of headquarters 

in Strother , ~S Diary, 1861, p.9. 

23. Report of Johnston, Oct. 14, 1861, Vol. II, p.471. Strength from 

Inspe ction report of Lt. Col. Deas, May 23, 1861, p.867-868. 
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town of Harper's Ferry and Bolivar •• • u ,:,,s to the arti llery, he noted: 

" There are but four light pieces with Captain Pendleton's company at Bolivar, 

at which the men ar e instructed on th~ manual of the pi ece . Ther e ar e s i x 
24 

guns with Captain Imboden's company at Point of Rocks ••• "' "The naval 

batteries , under Lieutenant Fauntleroy," Deas cont inued, " are placed on 

the northern and southern (i>robably meant the north and south sides of the 

top of Camp .Hill] salients of the villa~e of Harper's Ferry, and envelope 

with their fire the whole town of Bol ivar and the approaches by the i mmedi-

ate ban.ks of the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers. Ther e are at this time 

but two 32- pounder s in position in each battery on plain platforms, and the 

guns on ship's carriages. I t is intended to increase the numbe r of guns 

in each battery to six . These batter ies would be very formidabl e i n re-
25 

sisting an attack upon the town of Harper's Ferry." 

In conclusion, Deas remarked: ''Under the existing state of affai rs , 

that i s , with the means at hand, for offensive operat i ons coming from 

Baltimore or Pennsylvania, Harper's Ferr y may be l ooked upon as perfectly 

safe . But if the war is to assume much larger proport i ons , it might be 

possible for the enemy to shut up our force now assembled there, and, with 

superior numbers , pass on with a heavy force and occupy the valleys beyond, 

in k e stern Virg-ini a . If this should ever be suspected to be the plans of 

the ener.ry , of what use would i t be t o hold on to Harper's Ferry? In such 

a state of affairs, it would be much better to abandon the Ferry altogether, 

r emove the G;i.rm:i) machinery; destroy the (armor:i) buildings, bl ow up the 

24 . keport of Deas, bay 23 , 1861 , Vol. II, p.868. 

25 . Ibi d. , pp . 868-869 . 
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tc 03&0 Potomac Railroad) br idge, and move out into the valleys, and thus 
26 

maneuver against the advancing enemy • • • " Deas, it would seem, had been 

in conference with General Johnston. 

Gener al Johnston reported on May 28 that his troops were deployed 

in part as follows : " • • • F. detachment of 350 infantry occupi es a point 

on the Maryland Heights, one and a half miles from the near {l>outJ:i) end 

of the crest of the ridge, and. two and a half mi l es from Harper's Ferry 

(.this statement would seem to locate the site of the Confederat e stockade 

some distance north of the pre sent Stone Forf:). '.L'he crest of the ridge 

beyond the Shenandoah TLoudoun Height:i) is guarded by two companies of 
27 

infantry ••• " 

On May 26, only thr ee days a fter assuming cornrrand, Johnston began 

advocating in re~~ated letters the evacuation of Harpers Ferry in the 
28 

event of an approach by a strong Federal Force. Johnston summed up his 

reasons for this decision in October, 1861, writ i ng : 

" I lost no time i n making· a complete reconnaissance of the place 

Warpers Ferr0 and i ts environs, in which the chief engineer, Major • •• 

Whiti ng, abl y assisted. The result confirmed my preconceived ideas . The 

position is untenable by any for ce not strong enough to take the field 

against an invading army and to hold both sides of the Potomac. It is a 

triangle, two sides being formed by the Potomac and the Shenandoah, and the 

t~li rd by Furnace Ridge (Bali var Height§). The pl ateau thus inclosed, and 

26 . Report of Deas, May 23, 1861, Vol. II, pp.869- 970. 

27 . Johnston to Gar nett, May 28, 1861, Vol . II, p . 889 . 

28. Johnston to Garnett, May 26, 1861, Vol. II, pp . 880- 881 ; Jo:Cnston to 
Garnett, Hay 28 , pp . 889-890; Johnston to R. E. Lee, May 31, 1861, pp . 895-
896; Johnston to Lee , July 6, 1861 , pp . 907- 908; Lee to Johnston, June 7, 
1861, p . 910 . 

- 18-



fithe end of Furnace Ridge itself, the only defensible position, which, however, 

r equired for its adequate occupation double our numbers, was exposed to 

enfilade and reverse fires of artillery frcm heights on the Maryland side 

of the river . v;i thin that line the ground was more favorable to an at-

tacking than to a defending force. The Potomac can be easily crossed at 

many points above and below Q~arpers Ferri), so that it is easily turned . 

It is twenty miles from the great route into the Valley of Virginia 

C:ShenandoaW from Pennsylvania and Maryland, by which General Patterson's 

approach was expected. Its garrison was thus out of position (.:when situ-

ated at Harpers Ferri) to defend that Valley or to pre'¢ent General McClellan's 

junction with Patterson. These were obvious and important objects to be 

kept in view. Besides being in position for them, it was necessary to be 

able on emergency to join General Beauregard f.:kl"ho was then .at Manassa:D. 

''The occupation of Harper's Ferry by our Army, 11 Johnston continued, 

"perfectly suited the enemy's views. v:e were bound to a fixed position; 

his movements were unrestricted. These views were submitted to the mili-

tary authorities. The continued occupation of the place was, however, 

deemed by them (President J efferson Davis and General Robert E. LeEi) indis-

pen sable . I determined to hold it until the great objects of the Govern-

rnent required its abandonment. The practicable roads from the Uest and 

Northwest, as well as from 1-:anassas, meet the route from Pennsylvania and 

J\'.iaryland at ~Iinchester. That point was, therefore, in my opinion, our best 

position ••• To guard against surprise and to impose upon the enemy, Major 

~;hi ting was directed to mount a fe<J heavy guns upon Furnace Eidge Q3oli var 
29 

Height SJ and otherwise strengthen the position." 

29 . Report of Gen. Johnston, Oct. 14, 1861, Vol. II, p.471 . 
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uThe Civil ~.'ar in ;::..merica: Harper's Ferry, 
Vircdnia , l·Iay to June 14, 1861. " 

Fro;n the London Illustrated i'.eus, June 22 , 
1861 . 
Harpers Ferry Ee~:-ati ve ;'!o . HF- 382 . 

This accurate drmJii1;: shows Harpers Ferry durinr:r th:c period of 

Confede r ate occupation , J ... pril 18-June H, , 1861, and was r;i.ade from the 

Maryland Shore. The Potomac River floPs in the center foreg-rounQ .• Lou-

doun I-Ieic:;-:1ts rises to the left of th: print and Camp Hill to the ri0ht, 

behind the tovm of Harpers Ferry . 

Euildin:-:s from leit to rig:1t: Fi r st the wooden end of the B&.Q 

Potomac bridqe ; next the ; .ager House Hotel, loccd:ed on '. ~c.. c;:;er Lots r o . r/ 
• " ./ \ 

6 , 7 and par t of 8; ne::t the DC:(; Potomac Eestaurant, -. 'i th porch on i t s 1,1 

front, s i tuated on \ .ager Lot l:o . 9; then u. two story stone dv-ell i rn) , 

loca ced on 1.'a0er lot Eo. 10 . To the right o. t his, the tall thi::i: struc-

ture is the 13&0 brid: water tm:er , locatcd in the U. S. Musicet Factory 

yaro. . 1~1 1 o:2 the ..:i.hove named bui lcin~;s 1·.-ere burned b y Federal troops 

on February 7 , 1 862 . 

!'o the ri:Jh~ of the ·water tm·;er , the lc:.rge two story buildin:;; , 

fron"cinr;.; on the Potomac river 1:all , is EusKet Factory Bldg . No. 12-

the 1.Jarehouse , and at the ext r eme rig'h"c, th:; large structure is Musket 

Factory Bldg. ro. 13 , the Smith and ?orging- Shop . l!ot e that the last 

t wo mentioned buildings 11ere not damac;;red the fire set by Lieut . 

Jones on April 18, 1861 . 

--11.0 -
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General Johnston, unlike Jackson, was therefore of the opinion that 

Harpers Ferry should not be defended and tha·~ the position would be a 

military trap for any Confederate army that attempted to do so. 

5. T e Confederate Evacuation of Harpers Ferry, June 14-15, 1861 

On the morning of June 13, information was received from Wincheste r 

that Romney had been occupied by 2,000 Federal troops, who were believed 

to be the vu.nguard of McClellan's Army. General Johnston at once ordered 

the evacuation of Harpers Ferry. During that day and the 14th, the heavy 

baggage and remaining captured armory property were sent to Wi nchester via 

the Winchester and Potomac Railroad, and the rolling stoc"::: and engines of 
30 

the line sent south. 

At about 6:30 a.m. on the morning of the 14th, the great B&O Railroad 

Bridge across the Potomac at ~farpers Ferry was burned by the Confederates. 

The bridge span located on the Virginia shore, adjacent to the Wager House 

Hotel (which was situated on \;ager Lots No. 6, 7 and 8) va.s blown up to 
31 

avoid setting fire to the town in that quarter. The remainder of this 

great covered bridge, consisting of seven wooden spans, was completely 

destroyed, and only the single iro ""1·:i nchester'' span, on the Virginia 
32 

side, escaped destruction. 

At the same time, on the 14th, the Ausket Factory shops alonrJ the 

30. Report of Gen , Johnston, Oct . 14, 1861, Vol. II, pp.471-472. £lso, 
Johnston to Cooper, June 15, 1861, Vol. II, pp.929-930 and orders from 
Cooper to Johnston, dated June 13, 1861, granting Johnston discretion to 
abandon Harpers Ferry, received by Johnston on June 15, p.924. 

31. D. H. Strother's Journal, p.7. Johnston to President Jefferson Davis, 
June 14, 1861, Vol. LI, Part II, p.139. 

32. nnnual Report of B&O Railroad Company for 1861, Reel 15, V.2, p.305. 
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1"Destruction o.1- the Railroa.o_ Jridqe over the Poto:ndc 
Eivcr, at Harper's Ferry, by the F:ebels, J une 15L 

1861." 

Fro1:t Harper's \ . ee~:ly, July 6, 1861, p.429. 
Earpers Ferry l\ec;.ati ve llo. :IF-102. 

The Confederates coraplctely destroyed th_ wooden spans of the Balti-

more and Ohio Railroad Company's Potomac bridge on June l'f, 1861, but were 

unable to dan1age the stone piers of this bridg .__ or the one iron m.:inchester" 

sr;:;.n of the Y on the Virginia side o::' the river. On the left rises LaryLrnd 

Hei"-.hts and on the right, Loudoun Heights. The river, in the center of 

the print, is the Potomac. 

It uas not until r·~ar ch 18, 1862, that the. Baltimore and Ohio Ruilroad 

co.nple~ed a second bridge across the Potomac at this point, thus r epL:teing 

the brid~a destroyed on June 1., 1861. 





Potomac were also fired by the Confederates , as was the trestle work of the 

Baltimore &nd Ohio ~ailroctd from their ~ater tower, located in the ~fus~et 

Factory yard, west through the Armory yard to their bridge over the U.S. 
33 

;frmory canal at the west end of Harpers Ferry. The railroad company 

reported that all wooden flooring, rail-joists, cross-ties, double track 

and iron railing- on 70 iron .trestle spans, each 15 feet long, in the Husket 
34 

Factory yard were destroyed by this fire. Only that portion of railroad 

trestle running from 1·:ager Lot 10 east to '.:ager Lot 1 was spared to prevent 

a fi~e from setting the privately owned buildings adjoining this trestle 
35 

afl<:J.m3. 

Destroyed by the Confederates i n this great conflagration on June 14th 

were the following :t<lus~::et Factory shops: (See 1859 Base Nap, Drawing 1;0. 

1J}1--HF- 3021, Sheet 2.) 

1. _n_'l_d_g..__._l_\_o~·~3 - the Bell or Finishing Shop. 

2. Blc0. No. 4 the Polishing Shop. 

3. Bl<ig. ilo. 5 the Boring !.fill. 

4. Bldg. [o. 6 the Stoci::ing and Hachine Shop. 

5. Bldg. Lo . 7 - the i·iillwright Shop. 

Bl ck;. 
,, 

9 the Tilt Hcunmer and :;Jarrel WeHl.ing Shop. 1 ~ c 11 -6. 

Bldg:. no. 10 the Lumber House and Coal T' ' - Dln, 7 . 

8. Blc~q. :,o. 11 new Stoc~:: and Store Eouse (used as an Arsenal). 

9. :Olde-. 1w. 14 - th0 ;\nnealinrJ Shop and Brass Foundry. 

33. D. H. Strother, Journal, p.8 . Barry, Strange Story of Harpers Ferry, 
pp.120-121. 

34. t.nnual l~eport of the B&C, 1861, Reel 15, V.2, p.305, 

35. Strother, Journal, p.8. 
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" Earpors Ferry ;i.rmory As It l:ow ·wpears, 
June 16-July, 1861" 

From Harper's ~.'eekly, July 20, 1861, p. 1155. 
Ha rpers Ferry i~egati ve 1:0 . :IF-223 . 

The Confederates set fire to the U.S • • .ius1::et Factory Buildin0s 

en June 1(/, 1861, :rnd this accurate dra; rinc;J shows so_1e of the des-

truction wroughc by that conflagradon . The tall bell tower wa. s 

erected in 1859-60; to the left of ~he tm·Jer and joininc;': it, is Eus:.Cet 

Factory Bldc; . 1'.o. 6D, the Hachinc Shop. To the ri~'ht o f the touer is 

Husl::et Factory· Bldg. ~Jo. 7 , the l:illwrinht Shop; . te~~t, noving to the 

ri :Jht , is the two story section that was erected in 1859- 60 anu connected 

.Ole.gs. Ho. 7 and 8 . ,:\t the right edge 0 1: the s.cetch .mc::..y be seen a small 

portion of Bldq. [o. 8; ~-'l'he Grindin~;- :i·lill. 

Across th.:; street and t o the left of the pri nt , can be seen the end 

\·Jall cf what is probably ]\~us~et Factory Bldg. ITo. 15, The Proof I:ouse. 

(See 1859 Historical Base Hap , Drawing No. rn-l-EF-3021, Sheet 2, for 

~he location o f these buildings.) 
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10. BkQ. :~o. 15 - the Proof :!ouse. 

11. Blda. ~;o. 16 the Charcoal ~fuuse. 

12. .3lda. Eo. 17 - the Old Stoc~c Store House. 

13. _B"'"l_d.,,..'.;J ...... _l_~o_ ...... 18 - the Rolling Eill. 

14. Blda. 1;0. 19 - the Lime House. 

hlso fired by the Confederates, but not seriously damaged because of 

their fire-resistunt construction, were .fil;::b--::·. Ho. 12 - the ·:::are House and 
36 

Untouched by the Conf.:;derates, 

probably because their small size arid the fact that they contained no 

Fire Engine House (the J oh...'1 Brown Fort), 

Having completed this destruction, tho Confederate :-i.rmy then left 
37 

Harpers Ferry on the morning of June 15th, marching for tinchecter. 

Little did the Southern soldiers drearn as they left tmm that ciuring the 

next four years o:- th:; Civil \,ar their army was to hold Earpers Ferry again 
38 

for ll total of only 34 days. 

Cn June 20, 1861, a Confederate patrol returned briefly to unoccupied 

Harpers Ferry cmd burned the wood\;or~:: of the single iron 11":dnchester11 span 

of the former Potomac Railro-:-.d Bridqe. b&.O Engine ~Jo. 165 ·was al so run 

36. D. H. Strother, Journal, personal inspection, June 16, 1861, p.9. 

37. Ecport of Briq. Gen. Johnston, Oct. 14, 1861, Vol. II, p.472, 689, 

38. From liugust 18, 1861, to February 24, 1862, neither sicie macie any 
ef;ort to hold the town of Harpers Ferry. In 1862 ""btonewalln Jackson 
held the tovm from September 15, to 18, four days. In 1863, Federal forces 
evacuated the town from the evening of a.June 17 to the afternoon of July 14, 
27 days. In 1864, Confederate forces held the tovm from about 9 p.m., July 
4 to late evening of July 7, 1864, three days. From February 25, 1862, to 
July 30, 1865, the town was constantly in Union ha:ads with the noted ex­
ception, filnounting to 34 days. 
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39 
through the bridge into the Potomac River. 

:illout June 28 another Confederate force returned to to~m and burned 

the wooden Shenandoah toll brid0e and the nine buildings comprising the 

U • Rifle Factory, which were located on the Lower Hall Island on the 
·1:0 

Shenandoah River. 

To complete the list of destruction wrought by the Confederates in 

He.rpers Ferry in 1861, on the morning of October 17th, a few Confederates 

dressed in civilian clothes, slipped secretly into town by 1vay of the 

Shenandoah road and burned .:iliraham H. Herr 1 s great three and a half story 

stone flour raill (Island of Virginius Bld0. lJo. 2), which was situated on 
41 

the Island of Virginius. 

6. Ins2ection of CamE Hill, Bali var and Loudoun Heiqhts, June and July, 1~6i 

On Sunday, June 16, 1861 1 David Hunter Strother, still a civilian, went 

into Harpers Ferry ''to see the late encampment of the Confederate Army. On 

the hicJh ridge CBoli var HeiqhtsJ overloo.i.dng Bolivar we found the heavy guns 

spiked, the trucks, platforms, and sand bags burnt, cannon balls lying 

around, and a quantity of powder, which had been emptied into the bushes ••• 

The cannon at this place were seven in nur:iber, two long 32-pounders and five 

24-pounder cannonaides. Behind the hill were the deserted camp, brush sheds 

l<r. tents, strewn with old papers, old boots, canteens, camp icettles & a 
42 

quantity of refuse ••• over which the buzzards were floating.u 

39. :\nnual Report of the B&O RR for 1861, Reel 15, V.2, p.305. 

40. Barry, Strqnqe Story of Har]2ers Ferry, pp .121-122; Vol. II, pp. 733-734. 

41. Ibid., pp.133-134; Report of Col. Jno. c • Geary, 28th Pa. Vols., 
Cctober 18, 1861, Vol. V, pp.242-243. 

42. Strother's Journal, June 16, 1861, p.9; also printed in Harper's !Jew 
Eonthly ]\faqazine, June, 1866, p.143, l{eel 39, Vol. 6, p.549, in slightly 
revised form. 
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linen visiting Bali var Heights on the night of April 18, 1861, in 

company with the Virginia troops marching to seize the armory, Strother 

had described the ground cover as follows: uThe (J.TirginiciJ troops were 

now marching up the southern slope of the hill ••• , the crest of which 

was covered with pine woods and dense thickets of undergrowth1 and fur-
43 

nished a favorable posi-cion from which to resist their advance.u 

Returning to June 16, however, Strother continued: "Bolivar and 

Harpers Ferry on the hill looked yuiet but not much the worse for its 

recent occupation by so large an army. fl. fact creditable to the disci-

pline & conduct of the troops. Some families who had given up their houses 

were returning and we saw wagon loads of furniture at the doors unloading. 

The Superintendent's House Gtrmory Dwelling l':o. 25-Johnston's Headquarters, 

on Camp Hill] which had been occupied as Head~uarters seemed to have suffered 

more than any other and stood open, the locks broken, furniture removed and 

the floors and grounds strewed with papers, topographical plans, letters, & 

Paymaster's rolls & etc. People were wa~~ng about through the building, 

apparently seeking what they might picic up. In the lower town the ruins 

of the public buildings were complete, except for a large blacksmith with 
44 

a small shop ••• ,,, 

In July, 1861, Strother again visited Harpers Ferry, this time as a 

menber of the Federal i;.rmy. On July 22, he reported: "I started with my 

cormnanding officer to reconnoitre the crest of Loudoun Heights, where it 

is reported the enemy had constructed some Bloc£-Houses ••• Crossing the 

43. Strother in Harper's Kew Monthly Hagazine, June, 1866, p.11, I-Ceel 39, 
Vol. 6, p.528. 

44. Strother, 1".S Journal, June 16, 1861, p.9. 

-27-



Shenandoah by an unusual and very rough ford, we ascended the mountain by 

a winding road shaded by tall forest trees and bcrdered by the delicious 

wild bloom of the season. On the surrcai t we found a cleared space of a:tout 

1200 yards in length by 300 wide, with three block-houses so located as to 

flank and support each other. On the roof of one of these we took lunch ••• 

u\'ie descended O:hen into Loudoun Valley to the easi.J by a narrow path 

winding through dense thickets and scarcely practicable for horses. From the 

foot of the ridge we made our way across some meadows, finding a pretty 

stream, and finally reachinCJ the main turnpike loading from Harper's Ferry, 
45 

via Hillsborough, to Leesburg.u 

Of the period June 15 to July 20, 1861, when Harper's Ferry was a 

no-man's land, Joseph B<J.rry later wrote: 1'It was sad to see the rapid 

demoralization of the (town:i) people at this time and various phases of 

corrupt human nature suddenly brouc;;:·ht to light by the war. Not only were 

the government builciings ransacked for plunder, but the abandoned houses 

of the citizens shared the same fate. Even women and children could be 

encountered at all hours of the day and night loaded with booty or trund-

ling wheelbarrows freighted with all imaginable kinds of portable goods 

and household furniture. In many instances their shamelessness was as-

tounding and it appeared as if they considered that a state of war gave 

unlimited privilege for plunder. Citizens who recognized their property 

in the hands of those marauders and claim~d it, were abused and sometimes 

45. Strother, in ~r's l'iew Nonth!Y Hagazine, July, 1866 1 p.158, Reel 
39, Vol. 6, p.564; see also Report of Col. John\ .• Geary, 28th Pa. Inf., 
dated l>.lay 14, 1862, of operations Febry 23-Hay 6, 1862, pp.511-512. 
Geary ascended Loudoun Heights on Bebruary 25, 1862, and found three 
rebel fortifications there. 
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beaten and, sadder yet to be rela.ted, women were in many instances, most 
46 

prominent in those disgraceful scenes. 15 

By the end of the war, Yankee soldiers were credited (no doubt in 

part because their dollar was still good and also because Union troops 

had held the toVl'll. during most of the war) with havin9 wrought most of the 

destruction in Harpers Ferry, but as we have seen from the evidence pre-

sented in this chapter, the native Virginians in 1861 had started the 

destruction off to a flying start, with little assistance from the Federal 

soldiers. 

46. Barry, Stranc;e Story of Harpers F~, pp.125-126. 
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""iiarJ;?er' s Ferr:;', as Evacuated_f?y the Confederate 
Tro~ps, June 16-27, 1861.'' 

Fron Har2er's heek:lz, July 6, 1861, p.428. 
:iiarp:::;rs Ferry ~:egativc Eo. HF-0,:0. 

'This view was dravm from the top of Car::i.p Hill and is fairly 

accurate in its detail. The Potol•\3.c flc·ws from the left of the print 

a:::-tG. the Shcna:::-tdoah from the ri9~i.t. '.I'he south end of haryland Heights 

rises beyonu the Potoraac to the left ac1d Loudoun Heights to the right, 

with the IIillsi:Joroug·h Turnpi~:e runninc:; at its base. ~Jote the piers and 

one iron nchester"' span o::.' the :LCD Potomac Bridge, which ·was destroyed 

by the Conf,C?derates on June lV, 1861. To the ri\!ht, the Shenandoah 

covered bridge, still intact, crosses that river. The Confederates returned 

on June 28, 1861, and burned the Shenando__,_h bridge and ths U.S. Eifle 

Factory building-son Hall's Island. The building in th0 center, with the 

spire, is St. Peter's Eoman Catholic Church; the structure with the 

cupola on its roof, just to the rear and ricrht of the church, is the Eornan 

Catholic School. 

Lt the ei:treme right of the right stands Jefferson 1 s I~ock and movinc.::; 

slightly to the left of the rock, the cupola to be seen just above the 

cliff at that point was on the Presbyterian ChurcJ.l, :Jhich stood on Ohenan-

doah Street. 

The ruined walls of the Larqe ... rse21al arc to l:e seen juct to the 

leit of the Catholic Chu;i::ch. 
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Hf4t{PE.K 1 S FEl<.RY, JUNE 15 - TiUGUS'.L 17, 1861 

1. Eary:J.and Heiqht1:1.1. June 15-30, _186~ 

On June 15, 1861, the Union l.rmy, under the command of l:Jiijor General 

Patterson, arrived at Hagerstmvn, l1arylanci. On the 18th, Patterson pro-

posed as ua military necessi ty--the rebuilding of the Harper's Ferry Q3&0 

RFU bridge, protected by a force from this G:he Mary1anq) side, and the 

re-occupation of Harper's Ferry." He also suggested the fortifications 
1 

of the heights in the vicinity of the tmrn. Shortly after noon on the 

following day, he announced: "I will occupy Maryland Heights to-morrow 

morning Oune 2Q) with guns and infantry to protect bridge builders. ~Jith 

bridge secured, propose to occupy Harper's Ferry, fortify it toward Lin-
2 

chester; tllrow everything into Harper's Ferry ••• ," Later the same day, 

however, the General countermanded this order, reporting: urrhe [Eal ti­

more and. Ohio RailroacD company now will not act {j:o rebuild the Potomac 

bridge at Harpers ?err~l unless the whole road to Currfr)erland be guarded, 

saying all the line is threatened if they commence rebuilding Harper's 

Ferry Bridge or any other structure thence to Cumberland. I will not, 

J.:hcrefore, occupy Maryland Heights, but direct attention on the \:illiams-
3 

port line •• .'' 

As a result of this decision, Union troops did not reach Sandy Hook, 
4 

l·:aryland, opposite J.Iarpers Ferry, until July 3. 

1. Patterson to Col. E. D. 'i'ownsenci, Asst. .ti.dj. Gen., U.S.Jirmy, June 18, 
1861, Vol. II, pp.701-702. 

2. Patterson to Tovmsend, June 19, 1861--12:15 p.m., Vol. II, p.707. 

3. Patterson to Townsend, June 19, 1861, Vol. II, pp.707-708. 

4. Col. Charles P. Stone, 14th Infantry, to Tovmsend, July 3 , 1861, 
Vol. II, p.120. 
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On June 20th, however, General "\,infield Scott directed Haj or General 

Patterson to have a reconnaissance mu.de of Maryland Heights, uwith a view 

to a battery sufficient to hold the same, and also without delay to pro-
5 

pose to me a plan of operations with a portion of your forces.u 

In response to this order, Patterson proposed to occupy Maryland Heights 

with one brigade, 2,100 men, to fortify that position and arm it with 

Doubleday's artillery, and to provision it with enough supplies to last 20 

duys, thus rendering the mountain secure against an investment. He also 

suggested noving his base of supplies and operations from Hagerstown to 

Frederic~:: 1 Haryland, and from this latter point to n-threaten with a force 

to open a route throug-h Harper's Ferry, this forco to be the sustaining 
6 

one for the corrmand on Maryland. Hcights. 111 Cn June 25, however, General 

Scott overruled this second plan and directed Patterson to ""Remain in 

front of the enemy while he ccntinues in force between \:inchester and the 

Potomac/" adding, uif you are in superior or equal force, you may cross 
7 

(}he Potomai) and offer him battle. u Patterson's force therefore remained 
8 

in the vicinity of Hagerstown until the end of June. 

Between June 21-23, however, in complia::i.ce with Scott's orders, Captain 

John Newton, U.C. Engineers and Chief of f'atterson 1 s Engineer Staff, com-
9 

pleted an examination of the Maryland Heights area. 

5. Scott to Patterson, June 20, 1861, Vol. II, p.709. 

6. Patterson to Townsend, June 21, 1861, Vol. II, p.711. 

7. Scott to Patterson, June 25, 1861, Vol. II, p.725. 

8. See Vol. II, r~735. 

9. See Patterson to Tmmsend, June 21, 1861, Vol. II, p.712 and Patterson 
to T01-msenci, June 23, 1861, p.717 - the latter uith a partial report of 
the reconnaissance. 
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Captain Newton reported (see Eap I): "I ascended first the western 
- j 

slope by the county road leading- to Solomon's Gap; thence I proceeded on 

the swmn:i t four r,1iles to tho southnrn extremity of " -c.ne ridge (f:ha t part 

overloodng Harpers Ferri.). This road CPn the surnmi f) requires extensive 

repairs for heavy hauling for a dis~ance o.::: about four miles. 

11The top of the ridge, u J.,euton noted, '1 is covered with a small gro1,'th 

of timber and brushwood, and is difficult of penetration. Im easy defense 

could be made by cutting down th< timber and brush across the sun;;-ni t for 

about bro hundred yards in width, ancl forninr; behind this obstruction a 

lic:;-h-L parapet, having the interior elope stoc.:::adeci., the stoc-:::ade to be 

hiqh enough to protect the hc'ads of the mc·~i. when standing on the banquette, 

and to be loop-hol·::d. Cther stoc~:::aded para.p·•ts may }:;e erected whenever a 

rnore minute ex~;:iination may render it necessary and at those points ~vhere 

the access up the sicies of the uountain may be convenient to an enemy. 

The portion of the hei~rhts to be occupied by us should extend. ui:;:iut one 

<.rnd three-,_'ourths miles from the southern extE:rmi ty of the~ ridge, ui th 

~he o:)ject of protectinQ our supplies of water from the base of the mountain 

at thr foot of thr: e ..... stern slope n Pleasant Valley] and distant about one 

u.nd one-quarter mil 'S fro::n the ::wuthern extrcrni ty of the ridcre. Our prin-

cipal defense should be felling trees, &c, on the sides and slopes of the 

mountain and on the sur,ani t wherctlver an approach would be practicablo. 

~·:e should also occupy belNi the bo.sc of the slope (.Pleasant Valley], where 

our supplies of water are to be dra-vrn. The mountain affords capabilities 

for a strong defense, but from the extent of grounci to be occupied, the 

condition of the roads, anci tl1e necessity of haulin9 wat:;r and stores up 

·th0 ncountain, much inconvenience may be experienced, and a certain amount 

ff 
of time also will be expended in couplcd::in:_.; the defenses. 
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'"'The ascent of the e.::..stern slope C:'rom Plea.;,;ant Valle:il) is through 

Solo~non' s Gap, by a road lc..rger anu steeper than by the corresponding road 

i:'rom the vmstern side, anci. also by a road ~robably l:oad ,::,,., E, and C on 

Llap :0 constructed by the ener.;y and leaciinu up from Sandy Hook.. The latter 

road is not too steep, i.Jut is very rough, having lctrge stones five or six 

feet long in many places directly in the road. The sawe is true in a meu.sure 

of all other roads upon the mountain. The rocl\:s are said by those who have 

made roads on the mountain to be generu.lly detached, and not to form.a part 

of a ledge. 

1'"It is impossible to state what amount of force could be detailed 

from the hrmy at this period, with the necessi~y also of ,,1atchinc1 closely 

the ener~w, to construct the necessary defenses. hy e.stimu.te is that two 

thousand men arc necessary to occupy the mountain and the eastern slope, 

c.nd it would require two thousa'td men to work about ten days in order to 

put everything in condition to make a vinorous defense. 

'"The extent and rugged nature of the grounci examined and the close 
10 

growth of tim.!:?ier and brush rendered it inpossible to take measures ••• u 

The failure to mention the Confederate stockade on Naryla.nd Heights ·would 

seem to indiccJ.te that Southern troops destroyed this fort when they eva-

cuated Harpers Ferry on June 15, 1861. 

General Patterson forwarded the enginoer's report to Scott on June 29, 

commenting in pc:.rt: ur am convinced the occupation of the heights would be 

attended wi'.:h great labor, and unless a strong force be placed in Pleasant 

Valley to ~-:eep open communications with water, it cannot be held at this11 

10. Lewton to Laj. F. J. Porter, Asst. ,::.dj • Gen., Eagerstovm, June 25, 
1861, Vol. II, pp. 732-733. 
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~season by any com.~and opposed ••• I arranged to-day to advance into Virginia 
11 

on Eonday." 

2. narpers Ferry o..nd l:arx-land i:~oi~ihts, July,. 1861 

On July 3, Federal troops, under the command of Colonol Charles P. 

Stone, 14th U • Infantry, of tho Department of 1.c:.shincrton, occupied Sandy 

Hook: and 1-laryland £foi9hts. On the '±th a fow Confederates reappeared ia 

the town and s~~irmishing took place across the Potomac between -the:; opposing 
12 

forces. Cn the 6th, only one regiment was left at Sandy }fook: and the 

remainder of the force was pushed on, via ~:illiaxnsport, to join Patterson's 
13 

army. 

On Jul' 2 General Patterson's Federal army left Hagerstovm, crossed 
14 

the Potomac and on ±he 3rd occupied l•:artinsburq. The caupaign that led 

up to the first battle of i·ianassus was now underwu.y. On July 14 Patterson 

reported.: have arranr,:ed for the occupatioa of Harpers Ferry, opposite 
15 

which point [at Sandy :Ioo,O I have direc~ed provisions to be sent. On 

the 16th, the Union .\rmy reached I3un£er Eill, Va., aad thnn, on the 17th, 

Pc.:.tterson withdrew his i.0orce ·i:o Charle#own, where they remained until 
16 

July 20, 1861. 

11. Patterson to Scott, June 29, 1861, Vol. II, p.732. 

12. Correspondence of Col. Stone with I:. D. 'l'm{,1Senu, July 3-5, 1861, 
Vol. II, pp.120-121. i~a account of ti1is action 1dll ~)e found in Hr. 
Sullivan's hi story. 

13. Stone to Townsen(l, July 6, 1861, Vol. II, p.122. 

14. Patterson to Tmmsend, July 3, 1861, Vol. II, p.157. 

lG. 
170. 

Patterson to rn ~ .J.Ovrnsena, July 14, 1861, Vol. II, p.166; July 16, p.167, 

16. Putterson to Tovmsend, July 16-20, 1861, pr~.166-172, Vol. II. 
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On July 21, his dwinc:lling an1y, the time of the three-months' vol-

untoers of 1·rhich his army was larg13ly co~.1posed was oxpirini;,r, occupied 
17 

IIarrors Ferry. General Patterson established his head~u~rters at the 

. f 'h 0 ' t . ' ,. tl -· orv(.. D ) 1;.ouse o - t: e uuperin ·enaeni: or K Lr~rr~ r .;,.rmory welling No. 25 on Carn,n 

Hill, ·di.ile the Tcpcgr-J.;1hic1l I::n('ineers, of ~vhich Strother wo.s u i;tember, 

pitch<3d their tents near the dwelling of the lde Paymaster of the Armory 
18 

"\.hi ch ·was also lo ceded on Car:ip Eill (:~rmor:;,· Dwelling :~o. 32). 

On July 23, 186l, General «'<infield Scott ordered Patterson to hold 
19 

Harpers r'erry. Patterson, replying on the 24th, stated: ur consider 

the occupation of Harper's Ferry with th2 s1.tall force here as hazu.rdous, 

a:1d "'-s untenablu ai;:rainst a formidable force with less than 20, 000 m2::i.. 

Tho nurilier nm; here is too s:::i.all to hold Harper's r'erry, a.nd too large to 
20 

retreat with Glo bridges existed across the Potouag) if forced to evacu~.te." 

' ' h 25-1-h "· r ' ("I l ,., J 1 ., ' 1 .,.__ ~· ' d J -T T' d en -c e ._~ l·.aJor ,-enerd-'- .,acn,_a::ne~ r. nan,:::s arriver ac Lari::ers rerry an 
21 

relieved General Patterson of his cornm .. nd. Durinf} Patterson's occupation 

of the town, the local Historian Joseph Barry noted that the three-:nonth 
22 

men uhelped ther:i.;..;el vcs to most of -:>rhat ·was left by the rebels/.$ 

Gn July 25 o:r 26, Danks also subrnittud his opinion of the position 

at ::arpers Ferry, -.Iri tin<;~;: "'Twenty thousand men is the le"'-st force that'( 

17. Patterson to Townsead, July 21, 1861, Vol. II, p.172. 

18. D. Strother, in J;ar;eer's hew :.~onthl;z;: :·~a14azine, July, '1866, p.158, 
on Reel 39, V.6, p$64. 

19. Scott to Patterson, July 23, 1861, Vol. II, p.173. 

20. Patterson to Scott, July 24, 1861-3 p.m., vol. II, p.174. 

21. General Crders :~o. 34, July 25, 1861, Vol. II, p.175; also pp.171-172. 

22. Barry, 
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"I:arper 's Ferr:z-Photocrrar;hed Immediately ,1fter Its 
Evacuation by the F\'ebels, by C. Ci. BostwicK. June 

16-July, 1861"' 

l·;dde from the Maryland Shore. 
From the Library of Con",ress. 
Harpers Ferry l\egative Ko. HF-240. 

Buildings from left to right along the Potomac River wall: First, iron 

,,., ,inchester"" span of the B&u Potomac bridge, which the Confederates were un-

able to destroy on June ltf, 1861; next the Bc~C hailroad Depot located on 1,;ager 

Lot No. l; then the ::ager House Hotel, the lu.rge 3·; story building with a hm 

story addition on its front to the right, located on \,ager Lots 6, 7 and 8; 

next the two story B&0 Potomac Restaurant, with a portico on its front, situated 

on 'c:ager Lot Lo. 9; then the roof of the stone dwelling situated on \~ager Lot 

10. To the right of this is the bricK B&D ~.ater '.l'ower, located in the U.S. 

LusJ(et Factory yard. iUl of the above named structures were burned by 

Federal troops on February 7, 1862. 

To the right of the water tower and on the river front, stand Eu.sk:et 

Factory Bldg. r:o. 12, the ·\,arehouse; next, Bldg. Lo. 13-the great Smith and 

Forging Shop. ~late that in spite of the Efforts of the Confederates to fire 

these hro structures on Jun:.: llf/-, that Bldgs. Ko. 12 and 13 still have their 

roofs into.ct and they apparently escaped severe dai.'Tlas·e. To the right of Bldg. 

13 is Bldg. 14, the Annealing and Brass Foundry; then, Bldg. 15-the Proof 

House; and at the extreme right a portion of Bldg. 16-the Charcoal House. In 

the rear of Bldgs. 14, 15, and 16 can be seen sections of the great Armory Bell 

Tower and Bldg. 7 and 8-the JV.lillwright Shop, Grinding Mill and Saw Mill. ,1.11 

of these latter set of structures were successfully fired by the Conferlerates 

on June 11/f; 1861. 

Behind the town rises Camp Hill. The stone wall near the surrnnit encloses 

Harpers Graveyard, in which the Confederates had batteries planted. ~.·ashington 

Street leads up Camp Hill at the right of the photo and a portion of Hagazine 

Hill can be seen at the e~treme rig·~t,_;.~! the picture. (See ~H&-Hl'-3021, Sheet 2) 
vr 
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.,~can hold this place against a probalble attaci(. There are three points 

that must be held--Loudoun iieig-h-ts, Viaryland Heights, and the plateau 
M 

(}3oli vo.r Height:i) Leyond the;; village of Bolivar that cormnands the roacl to 

·,·iinchester. If the enemy has possession of ei th-n one, it will corrunand 

the town. If e:.ttac~(ed with our present force we shall secure thr: Haryland 

Hei9hts, which will maKe the town absolutely untenable by the enemy and 
23 

cover our line of communication. 1
' General Scott replied on the 27th 

and <;;ave Bam:s pcrmi ssion to cross the Potom&c and take up a position on 
24 

Haryland Heights, if J:3anks deemed this move proper. 

On July 29th Ban~s reported that due to the departure of the three-

months' men, his army at Harpers Ferry had been reduce to about six thou-

sand men, and that, because the only means of communication with the l<Iary-

land shore was by a ferry which was liKely to be made impassable at any-

time by rains, he had decided to cross his troops a.nd their more than 300 

wagons over to Sandy Hook. Continuin<_;J, he further stated: ''Yesterday 

Q"uly 2fD we moved the chief part of our troops across, ta~:ing a very 

strong position in Pleasant Valley, a little below Sandy Hook. Our troops 

still occupy the tmm (9£ Harpers Ferri), and we planted batteries on the 

plateau um the west slope of Haryland Heightv opr.osi te the town, and 

another on the surrn:ni t of the Haryland Heights, to which there are good 

r::iountain roads. These will ma~:e the town of Earp€r' s Ferry and the Lou-

doun Heights, on the south of the Shenandoah, absolutely untenable to the 

enemy, whether in large or small force. T .e are so placed that we can 

It attac.t( the ener::iy if he advances, support our :tatteries if assailed, prevent 

23. Banks to Townsend, received July 26, 1861, Vol. II, p.764. 

24. Scott to Ban~s, July 27, 1861, Vol. II, p.765. 
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''the occupation of the town by the rebels, and secure against all chances 
25 

our communication with our lines.n· 

On July 29 the Third 'Hsconsin Regiment erected an "Observatory"' 

or signal tower on the summit of Maryland Heights, which was utilized by 
26 

Union forces during the remainder of 1861. 

On July 31, 1861, Major General Bani::> transferred his headquarters 

from Harpers Ferry to the house of Er. Jacob I'·J.ller (see Hap I), on the 

bluff above Sandy Hook. Tho camp of Topographical Engineers was locatea 
27 

in a peach orchard that adjoined the house. 

3. Harpers Ferry and Har;x:land Heights, ~~i..uqust 1-17, 1861 

Bank"'s' army lay encamped at Sanoy Hoo~~ and Haryland Heights from .Fi.ugust 

1 to August 17, 1861. On the 3rd, Captain R. \Jelby Carter, 1st Virginia 

Cavulry, a Confederate scout, informed General Joseph E. Johnston that there 

\,'as only about one Federal regiment holding Harpers Ferry, and that the 

enemy had ''made an excellent ford at that place, so that they can cross at 

any time, the water being no more than three feet deep.n Continuing, he 

stated: "':~t Sandy Hock, just below, there are two encampments... They are 

all on the i'.:aryland side, except those at Harper's Ferry... Doubleday has 

a large gun and, I think:, part of his battery on the M.aryland Heights opposite 
28 

Harper's Ferry ••• u On the 6th, Bani~s reported: "''Ue have now nearl/r 

25. Banks to Townsend, July 29, 1861, Vol. II, p.767. 

26. Cook, Benjamin F., History of the 12th Ea.ssachusetts Volunteer (1..ebster 
Regiment), Boston, 1882, p.25; on Microfilm keel 39, V.7, p.607; also E'.eport 
of Eaj. Albert J. Hyers, Chief Signal Officer / U .s.: .. , of operations for 
period August 14, 1861, to :March 23, 1862, C.}~.8.I, Vol. V, p.74; Banl:::s to 
Harcy, :i)ecember 17, 1861, Vol. LI, Part I, p.512. 

27. Strother, Harper's New Monthly Hagazine, Sept., 1866, pp.411-412; 
Barry, Stranc;:1e Story of Har:e.er.,~ Ferrx, p.128. 

28. Carter to Johnston, Aug. 3, 1861, Vol. LI, Part II, p.211. 
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29 
''12,000 men, and the regiments are rapidly improving in discipline and drill." 

During this period Banks held Harpers Ferry with one regiment, two more 

regiments were posted on Haryland Heights, and the remainder of his com.'Tland 
30 

were camped in Pleasant Valley, to the east of that mountain. On August 

13 General '.!infield Scott gave Banks permission to withdraw his bu.tteries 

and troops from Maryland Heights and Harpers Ferry uleaving a guard to 

observe the enemy, and to take such position W. th your army as you deem 

best, J:::c..;tween Frederici.: and the Potomac and on either side of the Nonocacy, 
31 

to observe the enemy across the Potomac and protect the (p&-Q) canal."' 

On August 17th Ban~c""s marched from. Sandy Hook "for a position between 

the Frederi cl: and the Potomac ec.st of the lfonocacy. n- One regiment, the 2nd 

Massachusetts, was left behind at Sandy Boole to observ0 Harpers Ferry and 

other regiments were also posted at Sharpsburg. Berlin, and Point of Rocks 
32 

to guard th0 other crossings over the Potomac. 

l\bout the first of August, 1861, the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Com-

pany begai n n:·1n3 1 a wooden bridge across the Potomac at Harpers Ferry, 

but the work went slowly and with difficulty because of the high stage of the 

river. All construction was stopp>;d on ,;ugust 19 because of the withdrawal 

of Ban£s' army from that vicinity. On September 29, 1861, all of the new 

construction, with the exception of two wooden trestles adjoining the :.iary-
33 

land shore, were swept away by a flood. 

29. Banks to Townsend, Lug. 6, 1861, Vol. V, p.554. 

30. Statement 0£ Banks, Oct. 20, 1862, before :Harpers Ferry Military 
Corrunission, Vol. XI~{, Part I, p.756. 

31. Scott to Banks, Aug. 13, 1861, Vol. V, p.560; see also Scott to 
Townsend, •0.ug. 15, 1861, p.562. 

32. Banks to Townsend, i~ug. 17, 1861, Vol. V, p,565; also D. H. Strother, 
in Harper's ~:ew Eonthly Hag~ine, Sept., 1866, p.413. 

r, 

33. Annual Report of the .r3&0 EE Co. :;:'or 1861, keel 15, V.2, p.306. 
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HARPERS FERR'.(~- 1·~ hO-M.l\.N'S LlmD, AUGUST 18, 1861, to FEbRUli.I\'.Y 25, 1862 

1. The Town of Harpers Ferry, Civilian Life 

From the departure of Banks 1 Ii.rmy on .tmgust 17, 1861, unti 1 the re-

occupation of the toi'm by Federal Troops on February 25, 1862, Harpers 

Ferry was literally a no-man's land. Neither side made any effort to 

hold the toi'ffi, but both Federal and Confederate patrol~, each in their 

turn, moved back and forth through the village; numerous skirmishes and 

sniping occurred, which made life miserable for the civilian inhabitants 
l 

that attempted to live in the town. 

On December 7, 1861, General Banks reported: returned last 

evening from a visit to Sandy Hoo~ and Harper's Ferry. 1he town is a 
2 

picture of desolation And Barry noted also: ''All that winter--'61-

1 62--Harper's Ferry presented a scene of the utmost desolation. All the 

inhabitants had fled, except a few old people, who ventured to remain 

and protect their homes, or who were unable or unwilling to leave the 
3 

place and seek new associations 

Major destruction to the lower tovm occurred on February 7, 1862, 

when, after havin~ been irked by continued Confederate smiping from this 

section of the village, Federal forces under the Command of Col. John 
tiJ 
cj. Geary, 28th Pennsylvania Infantry, crossed the Potomac from the 

1. See Barry, Stran£e Story of HarEers Ferry, pp.128-129 for Federal 
sniping from Maryland side into Harpers Ferry; pp.133-134, October 
fighting; 134-137-November troubles. These various events are descrilzled 
in Yrr. Sullivan's story of Harpers Ferry,, 1861 /" 

2. Banks to Brig. Gen. R. B. Marcy, Chief of Staff, December 7, 1861, 
Vol. V, p.676. 

3. Barry, Strange Story of HarEers Ferri, pp.139-140. 
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Maryland shore anci. burned the \;ager Ferry Lot section of Harpers Ferry. 

Destroyed by this fire were the commercial structures and hotels 

located on v;ager Lots No. l to 10 (see 1859 Historical Base 1'1ap, Drawing 

No. Nl'k-HF-3021, Sheet 1), among which were the \Nager House Hotel, the 

B&O's hotel, depot, ticket office, and water tower, the latter structure 

being located in the Musket Factory yard. .t~lso burned were 38 panels, 

570 feet in length, of the woodwork on the double track iron railroad 

"ffrestling of the B&O that ran along the river front .from the bridge site 
4 

into the Musicet Factory yard. 

2. Mar;yland Hei;thts and Plans tc open the Railroad, December, 1861 

In December, 1861, Ban.ics' division was encamped for the winter at 

Frederick, Maryland, By December 7th, the C&O Canal had been opened to 

navigation from the west to Georgetown and General Banks was also begin-

ning to consider the feasibility of re-opening the Baltimore and Ohio 

Railroad frcm Harpers Ferry to the west. He thought this could be done, 

but pointed out that '~it will require the whole force of our division 
5 

to protect the work.u 

On the 17th Banks again returned to the problem of reconstructing 

and defending the railroad from Harpers Ferry west, writing-: 

nThere are three positions, all outside the tovm, the possession of 

all of which is indispensable to its defense. First Maryland Heights; 

second, Bolivar Heights; third Loudoun Heights. V1hen in Sandy Hook I 

constructed a military road (probably Road 1-i, B, and A on Hap JJ acrosd1 

Ll Annual Report of the B&.O RR Co. for 1862, Reel 15, V.2, p.321. 
Strange Storz of Harpers Ferri, p.138. r~lso Gen. T. J. Jackson to 
E. Johnston, c.~3.Ii.., Feb. 12, 1862, Vol. v I pp.1068-1069. 

Barry, 
Gen. J. 

5. Banks to E:. B. Marcy, Chief of Staff, Dec. 7, 1861, Vol. V, pp.676-677. 
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\\ 
the face of the mountain (marked by a red line on the sketch (this sketch 

has been losf')) upon which artillery could be easily moved from the base 

of the mountain on one side to the foot on the other. On the face in 

front and on the line of the sum:nit are fine plateaus for artillery. Two 

or three pieces of heavy artill·'~ry will command the to1Am and sweep mea­

surably all the roads leading to it, as the turnpike to Charlestm:n, the 

road leading to Leesburg (J:he Harpers Ferry-Hillsborough turnpike, leading 

around the northern base of Loudoun Heights:), and the mountain road (]:he 

Pipertovm road up the west side of Loudoun Height from Keys' Ferry to 

Loudoun Heights, anci to Harper's Ferry across the Shenandoah. A sufficient 

nurrber of n~n to man the guns would be all the force required on these 

GlarylancD heights. l3ut to hold the j\foryland Heights 1:e must also hold 

the Loudoun Heirrhts, which are of the same elevation [this was not accurate 

as Haryland heights is higher than Loudoun Ifoig]:i:t§:) on the opposite side 

of the river and ·within cannon range. Six hundred men, I am advised, in 

possession of these (Loudoun Heights) by proper defense, can hold them--

a thousand men certainly would do it. .2oli var Heights, which r;1ak:e the 

base of che trianci1e: and over which any ctttacl( upo:i. Harper's Ferry is 

lil::.ely to be made, held l:y a regiment and covered by artillery on the 

l·J:aryland and Loudoun Eeights, could hold them a~ainst any probably assault. 

The signal tower on Haryland Heights commands a view of the whole country, 

and no advance of troops could be made unless in night-time, without notice, 

'rl th these posi Hons WGll defended. I do not thin{,: there is any serious 

difficulty in reconstructing and protecting the railway there ••• The greater 

difficulty 1..;ill be found, I apprehend, at or near Ivlartinsbun;- •• • u But, 

Banl.-;:s continued, ith sufficLnt artillery, the bridge and th8 rolling-stock 
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({of the railroad, and our men well intrenched in front of Martinsburg, I 

thinJC we could hold and defend -the lin:~ of the railway with our present 

force against any assaults of the enemy, permanently posted at \'<inchester, 
6 

Leesburg, or vicinity •• • u 

'The Corps of Engineers also inspected Harpers Ferry in December to 

determine the feasibility of throwing pontoon bridges across the Potomac 

and Shenandoah rivers at that point. Their findings ·were favorable and 

in the case of the Potomac;they recommended that the proposed brid9e, 

which would be about 800 feet long, should be located at a point about 100 

yards above or west of the remains of the B&O Bridge, and the landing 

of the bridge, on the Virginia shore, was to enter the Musket Factory yard 
7 

throug-h the old Boat Landing opening in the high stone river wall. 

3. Januarx-February 24, 1862, Plans for an Advance 

In January, 1862, Banks continued to hold Sandy Hook, garrisoning 

that village with two companies oi cavalry, six companies of infantry, 
8 

and two <;:,runs. Further studies were also made for constructing a troop 

bridg-e over the Potomac and the engineers recommended for this purpose the 

construction of batteauz, 31 feet in length and four feet in width, built 
9 

of white pine, to support a plank bridge. Chief Engineer J. G. Barnard 

also inspected Harpers Ferry and recommended it as it-the best place to cross 

6. Banks to Harcy, Dec. 17, 1861, Vol. LI, Part I, pp.5ll-512. 

10 

7. C. E. Babcock:, Corps of Engrs., to Harcy, Dec. 26, 1861, Vol. V, pp.692-3. 

9. D. D. Perkins, Chief of Staff, and Capt. James':;. Albert, Topographical 
ingineers, to Banks, Jan. 20, 1862, Vol. V, pp.705-706. 

8. Banks to Maj. Gen. McClellan, Commander-in-Chief, Jan. 18, 1862, p. 705. 

10. Barnard to Col. [:,. V. Colburn, 1'.',_sst. Adj. Gen., Feb. 1, 1862, Vol. V, 
p. 712. 
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On February 11, 1862, Banks informed General I·~cClellan that his force 

at Frederick was ready for the advance into Virginia, adding: "'The state 

of the roads constitutes no insuperable difficulty in our way... 1.e can 

occupy Harper's Ferry at any moment nm,', and I do not doubt,. with the co-

operation of General Lander, that we can occupy ·vinchester and Leesburg 

by the 1st of March. The enemy has not been in worse condition, and our 

troops never in better, than at this time ••• 

111In view of the immediate opening of the CB&D RailroacLJ road, u Banks 

continued, u·of the occupation of the country through which it passes, or 

the repulse of the left wing of the enemy on the Potomac, I think an im-

mediate occupation of Harper's Ferry and a vigorous concentrated movements 

of the columns from Harper's Ferry, ~-illiamsport, Hancoc.ic, and Cumberland 

or Romney upon ~·dnchester would be advisable. Success could hardly fail 

us, possibly without a battle; but if a fight should occur we shall hardly 
11 

find the enemy in ·worse or our troops in better spirits ••• " 

On February 23 Banks informed EcClellan: u ••• If the pontoon train 

arrives to-morrow we shall occupy Harper's Ferry to-morrow night, and be 

on the road to Charlestown in the morning. It is expected Colonel Geary 

(pol. John~'<. Geary, 28th Pennsylvania Infantri) -;vill seize the Q.,oudourj] 

heigh·~s to-niqht. If the bridge is throvm across by Captain Duane we 

shall cross at night with 6,000 men, one regiment of cavalry, and 16 pieces 
12 

of artillery ••• " All plans and pri:-parations had been completed and Banks' 

Army was now ready for the advance. 

11. Banks to McClellan, Eeb. 11, 1862, Vol. LI, Pa.rt I, pp.529-530. 

12. Banks to Gen. R. B. llarcy, Chief of Staff, Feb. 23, 1862, Vol. V, 
p.726; also Banks to 1'iarcy, Feb. 22, 1862, pp.725-726. 
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1. The Occupation of narpers Ferrz, February 24-27, 1862 

On the morning of February 24th, in spit0 of bad weather, Col. Geary's 

men succeeded in rigging a rope ferry across the Potomac. Six men were 

lost in this process, by the upsetting of the first skiffs sent across. 

The weather then became so violent and the river rose so rapidly that 

day that Geary was able to cross only 8 men to the Virginia shore and the 

storm continued to rage through the night. On the morning of the 25th, 

a calm ensued and Geary succeeded in crossing eight companies of infantry 

and one section of artillery. These troops were at once established as 

a picket line beyond Bolivar. He also established communications across 

the Shenandoah on the 25th and placed five companies on the summit of 

Loudoun Heights, where these troops drove off Confederate cavalry from 
1 

that position. 

The pontoon train for the Potomac arrived on the night of the 24th, 
2 

coming up from Baltimore via the B&D Railroad. Hajo:r General George B. 

McClellan also arrived at Sandy Hook on February 26 for the purpose of 

supervising the crossing of the mo.in body. The general made his headquarters 

in a large green passenger car of the B&D Railrorid, which was located on 
3 

a siding in Sandy IfooK. 

Privc::::.te Warren Lee Goss, who witnessed the event, described the 

1. l(eport of Col. John t'. Geary, 28th Pa. Inf., E.3.y 14, 1862, Vol. V, 
pp.511-512. 

2. D. H. Strother, JvIS Journal, Feb. 25, 1862. 

3. McClellan to Sec. of v·Jar Stanton, Feb. 26, 1862-10:20 P.1~., Vol. V, 
p.727. Headquarters in Strother's Journal, Feb. 27, 1862. 
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construction oi the pontoon bridge on February 26 a.s follows: 

"As early as 9 o'cloc~ about one hundred men came down opposite the 
ferry, just above the old bridge, and bro:,e into little groups, in mili­
tary precision. Four or five with spades and other implements improvi­
sed a wooden abutment on the shore; another party rowed against the stream, 
moored a scow, and let it drift down until it was opposite the wooden a­
butment; then a party of ten advanced, each two men carrying a clavJO-bal.lc, 
or ti.;nbers fitted with a claw, one of which held the <;;;unwale of the boat, 
the other the shore abutment. T1.1Tenty men now came dm·m on the lf"'ft with 
planks, one inch think, six inches wide, and fifteen feet long, narrowed 
at each end; these they laid across the five joists or balks, and re­
turned on the right. J:.nother party meanwhile moored another boe.t, which 
dropped down-streant opposite the one already bridged; five joists, each 
hrenty feet long, were laid upon the gunwale by five men; these were 
fastened by those in the boat, by means of ropes, to cleats or hooks pro­
vided for the purpose on the side of the scows, which were shoved off 
from shore until the shore end of the balk rested upon the shore boat. 
These 11ere covered with planks in the same manner as before; side-rails 
of joists were lashed down with ropes to secure the whole. So one after 
another of the boats was dropped into position until a bridge several 
hundred feet long reached from the Maryland to the Virc;inia shore, for 
the passage of artillery and every description of munitions for an army. 
Owing to the force of the current, a large rope-cable was stretched from 
shore to shore fifty feet above the bridge, and the upper ends of each 
boat was stayed to the cable by a smaller rope. The rushing bent the 
bridg·e into a hal-:E-moon curve. The clock-like precision with which these 
men worked showed them to be the drilled engineers and pontoniers of the 
rec_mlar army 4 

At 10:20 p.m. on the night of February 26, General McClellan informed 

Secretary of ~:ar Stanton: 1'The bridge was splendidly thrown by Captain 

Duane, assisted by Lieutenants Babcock, Reese, and Cross. lt was one of 

the most difficult oi:erations of the kind ever performed... He have 8,500 

infantry, 18 <:Uns, and two squadrons of cavalry on the Virginia side. I 

have examined the grounci and seem that the troops are in proper positions 

and are ready to resist any attaci:(:. Loudoun and Bolivar Heic_1hts, as ·well 

as the Maryland Heights, are occupied by us ••• 

',!'Colonel Geary deserves pr;:i.ise for the manner in which he occupied 

Virginia... He will attempt the canal-boat bridge [over the Potomaq] 

4. Battles and Leaders of the Civil ;:ar, iJew Yon~, 1956, Vol. II, pp.155-157. 
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Hc..rpers Ferry Kegati ve No. ]J'-457. 

The accurate sketch shovvs the Federal pontoon bridge crossing the 

Potomac River in the: center. To the left of the print rises Loudoun 

Heights, with Federal wagon trains moving up the Pipertown road on the 

west slope of this mountain. The ruined piers of the B&O Eailroad 

Potomac bridge stand;t in the river; this wooden brid§"e was burned by the 

Confederates on June l~, 1861. On the far (Virginia) side of the river 

the single iron ''tiinchester11 span of the old bridge still stands. 'I'o the 

right of this span can be seen the ruins of the \1Jager Ferry Lot buildinc:s 

that were burned by Federal troops on February 7, 1862. To the right of 

the ~ilneri can flag, at the right of the print, c:m be seen a portion of 

J>:usicet Factory Bldg-. No. 12-the "v;arehouse. 
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ii 
to-morro~·J. 'l'he spirit o:::' the troops is most excellent. They are in the 

mood to fight anything. It is raining hard, but most of the troops are 
5 

in houses." 

1it 3: 30 p.m. on February 27, HcClellan reported: uThe lift-lock 

(9f the C&O Canal at Harpers Ferry] is too sr:i.all to permit the canal-

boQts to enter the river, so that it is impossible to construct the 

permanent bridge, as I intended. I shall probably ne obli<ged to Ll.11 

back upon the safe anci. slou plan of merely covering th2 reconstruction 

of the railro_._ci. This will be den; at once, but will ne tedious... The 

wiser plo.n is to rebuild the railroad bridge ("at Harper Ferry] as rapidly 
6 

as possible .•• " 

i~dditional Federal troops continued to cross the Potouac pontoon 

bridqe on the 27th and were quartered in th::; er.1pty houses in the tm·m. 
8 

On the 28th Banks' army marched into Charl:=s Town. 

7 

Troops left to holcl. Harpers Ferry were moved out of t:1eir quarters 

in the houses on Harch 2nd and pitched tJ.wir tents on Bolivar Hei9hts. 

On i'Iarch 3rd troops were also moved across the Shenandoah, via one bo<.it 

and a rope ferry, to the sur:uni t of Loudoun Heights, where the soldiers 
9 

proceeded at once to erect brush huts for their camps. 

5. i·.cClellan to Stanton, Feb. 26, 1862-1G:20 p.m., Vol. V, p.727. 

6. EcCl2llan to Stanton, Feb. 27, 1862-3:30 p.m., Vol. V, p.728. 

7. 1:ard, Josnph :;:~. C., ..fil_story of t:1e 1C6th :"e\;irnent Pennsvlvania 
Volunteers< 2nd 3rig·ade, 2cl i)i vision< 2d Car.Es, 1861-1865. Phila­
d.elphia, 1906, p.2Ll, on Nicrofilm Eeel 38, Vol. 1, p.12. 

8. LcClellan to Stcrnton, Feb. 28, 1861, Vol. V, p.730, also Ec:::;lellan 
to Stanton, Fel::. 28, 1862-12:'iC p.m., pp.730-731. 

9. .ard, Joseph, Eistorx o~ th~ 106~h Reqi~~nt Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
p.2G. l'.:oel 38, Vo2.. ·r., p.13. 
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1-:Iarpers Ferry ~ras a9ain in Union hdnds anu. 10:::.s to re1:tain so until 

Septe:,ber 15, 1862. 

2. 

On i·Iarch 4, 1862, a force of B&O employees, under the direction of 

C. '~uincy, then Acting :raster of Eoad, with Thomas Hes":ett, Supervisor 

of Bridges and others, reported to =-Iarpers ? erry and J::-2gan repairinc; the 

line -;;cstward from Harpers Ferry. Because of the 0rr:at depth cf the water 

and the s•riftn.::;ss of tJ.1e current, it \vas found impossible to raise the 

trestles in the Foto:nac bridge. In spite of these difficulties, large 

cables were stretched across the river, by means of which the heavy timbers 

to restore the line of woodwor~-: 1620 :Leet in length upon the oricdnal iron 

trestlinq through the ;_.~usket Factory yard, u.nd also to trestle the Tilt 

Hammer bridge at the west end of the yard, with iron rails, tr'1ck fixtures 

and cross-ties, were rafted over the river, anu hoisteci to their positions. 

Cn l·Larch 5 a second attempt ~·Jas i:i.ade to wort: on the Potorm.:.c bridge, but 

freezin0 weather and heavy rains defeated their efforts until the 11th. 

On Harch 12, work: "was resumed on the Potomac bridqe and pressed 1d th all 

possible cmt3r9'Y until the night of the 18th, when the fir st locomotive 

in nine rc1onths, went over into Harpers Ferry. On the 19th, t~1e trac.K was 

completed on the iron trestling throw;:;h the Hus,~et Factory yard and by 

Eu.rch 29, 1862, the entire line of B&O frc.::n Harpers Ferry west was reopened. 

Cn April 22 a greo.t :flood swept out 4:~ spans of ~roodr:n railroad bridge 

at Harpers Ferry and thus destroyed -the bridge for the second time since 

June 14, 1861. Because of the continued high water, the rebuild.inc; of the 

10. 1·,_nnual F-i'.eport of the B&D Rre Co. For 1862, Iceel 15, Vol. 2, p.32,;,; also 
McClellan to Garrett, f/.iarch 7, 1862, Vol. LI, Part I, p.548; Garrett to 
Stanton, V~arch 18, 1862, Vol. XII, Part III, p.6. 
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bridge could not be started until April 28, and the structure was completed 
11 

on Hay 4, 1862. Cn i·~ay 25, 1862, the railroad bridge at Harpers Ferry 

consisted of a single,-track: wooden trestled bridge· over the Potcmac, with 
12 

no road or wigonway on the structure for the use of the troops or wasons. 

3. 'Linchester and Potomac Railroc:.d, Earch 18-Hay- 25, 1862 

On Earch 13, 1862, Banks' army corps occupied 1.:inchester, Virginia, 

and the 0eneral issued orders to repair the 1,-inchester and Potomac Rail-
1.3 

road and telegraph frorn that tmm t::-' Harpers Ferry. On the 18th, the 

sane day that tho first B&O train passed over the Potomac Bridge, tho presi-

dent of the B&C / John i;,. Garrett informed the Secretary of '"ar: •Kcur 

engineer advises that our men have rendered secure three bridges and trestled 

another on the '.finchester road, and that trains will run to Charlestown 
14 

to-morrow."' Cn l':arch 24, 1862, the United States formally took: posses-

sion of the '.:8!J f~I( as a rnili tary railroad and also entered. into an acrree-

ment with the B&O Railroad Company, under which the B&O was to repair and 
15 

operate the ~inchester line. The repaired \·.inchester railroad was then 

used to supply Federal troops in the Shenandoah Valley. The line, due to 

(,''t, 
its original light construction and use of a strap~flat rail, was not too 

reliable. On April 12, for examplG, Ban.ks informed Stanton: url'he Win-

chester Railway has become utterly unserviceable. The road-bed spreads 

11 •• '~nnual Report of the B&O RR Co. for 1862, E:eel 15, Vol. u, pp.325-
326; Official Records, Vol. XII, Part II, pp.98-99, 105, 186-187. 

12. Journal of D. H. Strother, Ha:;,- 30, 1862, p.118. 

13. Banks to harcy, Chief of Stu.ff, March 13, 1862, Vol. V, p.746. 

14. Garrett to Stanton, Narch 18, 1862-received 9:10 p.m., Vol. XII, 
Part III, p.6. 

15. Stanton to 11cClellan, l·ili.rch 27, 1862, Vol. ZII 
also Stanton to BC::D, Narch 24, 1862, Reel 15, Vol. 
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16 
so that a heavy train cannot pass.u 

4. Pontoon Bridge and 11.d.litary Matters, }:larch 21-l':;:ay 25, 1862 

Cn ~:arch 21, 1862, NcClellan directed that the pontoon bridge truin 
17 

that had been used on February 26, be returned to "\:ashing-ton. Thus 

on May 25, 1862, communications between Harpers Ferry and the Maryland 

shore were limited to one boat on a rope ferry and the wooden single track 
18 

railroc~d brid'}e. 

On March 17, Col. Dixons •. l·liles, U.S. Second Infantry, commanding 

the Rail ay Brigade, was ordered to report to l,iajor General John A. Dix, 
19 

co;nrnanding at bal timore. On the 28th, 1.lcClellan assigned Niles the duty 

of protecting the line of Baltimore and Ohio 1-'.ailwuy from Bu.l tin.ore to th 

western limits of the Department of the Potomac and directed Ivi"iles to 
20 

establish his headquarters at Harpors Ferr}'. On lJ:ay 20, 1862, Col. Hiles 

reported that a total of 5,360 officers and men, of whom 4,993 were pre-

sent, comprised his command. Of this number, he held Harpers Ferry with 
21 

only three officers, including himself. 

In relation to civilian life at Harpers Ferry in the period February 25 

to 1,:ay 25, 1862, Joseph Barry noted: ''The place, of course, now became 

very important as o. base of supplies for the Union troops, and the great 

16. Banks to Stanton, hpril 12, 1862, Vol. :.i~II, Part III, p.70. 

17. Marcy, Chief of Staff, to Gen. John Sedgi;,lick:, March 21, 1862, Vol. 
XI, Part III, p.27. 

18. D. H. Strother's Journal, Hay 26, 1862, p.lH. 

19. Special Orders No. 83-l:·~arch 17, 1862, Vol. XII, Part III, p.5; also 
pp.25-26, Barch 28, 1862. 

20. Special Orders Lo. 95, Earch 29, 1862, Vol. XII, Part III, pp.30-31. 

21. See liay 20, 1862 return for the Icailro<; d Bri0ade, ,:\.ppendix I of this 
report. 
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(rnumber of soldiers who were stationed there at this time and the many civ-

ilian strangers ~vho daily arrived to visit friends in the army, threw new 

life into the town. Besides, many of the old citizens returned to their 

homes, now comparatively safe, and accumulated snug little fortunes in 
22 

providing s::nall luxuries for the wearied soldiers and their friends. 11 

22. Barry, Strang:e Storr of Harpers Ferry, p.141. 
t 
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J.ACf",.,SON ATI'l~CKS JFu(PERS FERRY, H.:'\.Y 2 5- 31, 18 6 ~ 

On Thursday, May 22, 1862, a powerful Confederate hrmy of some 21,000 

men u.nd 48 field guns, led by Lieutenant General 11Stonewa11u Jackson, 
1 

marched out of Luray, bound for Front Royal, Virginia. His force was 

composed of his own and 1'1ajor General Richard S. Ewell's divisions, and 

also the two brigades formerly under the command of Brig'J.dier General 

Edward Johnson. JacKson's objective was a Federal army of sorae 6,076 

men and 16 guns, under the com11and of llaj or General Hathaniel P. Banks, 
2 

which was stretched from Front Royal to Strasburg, Virginia. About 2 

p.m. on the afternoon of the 23rd, JacK:son's army swooped down on the 

Federal advance, some 1,063 men, which was encamped at Front Eoyal, and 
3 

drove this force northward. Jackson followed in hot pursuit, and on the 

24th, alternately marching and fighting· all du.y, raced Banks' army for 

possession of ',;inchester, to which point tho Federal force commenced re-
4 

treating on the rr:orning of Hay 24. 

Telegraphing from Strasburi;:; on the eveninq of J:iay 23, Ban.&:s ordered 

l''.:iles to forward immediately to nchester all available troops at Harpers 
5 

Ferry. Hiles acted the same evenin~J, orderin<,, his widely scattered forces;-

1. Iceport of :tt. Gen. Thomas J. JacKson, C.S.;~., commanding the Valley 
District, of operations, :~ay 14-June 17, 1862, n.pril 10, 1863, Vol. ,~II, 
Part I, pp. 701-702; also pp. 717-718, 487; Part III, pp.851, 828-829. 
For organization and strength of this army sec J,ppendix I of this report, 
unG.er da~Eay 25-31, 1862. 

2. Ban;;:s to Stanton, hay 21, 1862, Vol. ,ar, Pcirt I, p.523, 559. 

3. Ju.cicson's I~eport, Vol. :X:Il, Part I, p.702, also p.559. 

4. Jackson's h.eport, Vol. XII, Purt I, p.702, p.527--Banks to Lincoln, 
from \:inchester-8 p.m. 

5. Banks to J:-~iles, Jviay 23, 10 p.m., Vol. LI, Part I, pp.629-630. 
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namely, six companies of the 60th New Yor~c, four compani'·"'s of the 1st 

District ('.;ashington, D.C.) Regiment, and six companies of the First 

~:aryland Regiment, Potomac Ho;ne Bri~rade, to be q.ssembled at furpers Ferry 
6 

for this purpose. On the morning of May 24, Hiles reported that he had 
7 

thrown up the 10th Maine regir;:;ent; this regiment succeeded in joining 
8 

Ean.;cs' ar<::iy a.t i,inchester at 11 p.m. that night. But shortly before 

4 p.m. on the afternoon of l'iay 24, 1'1iles reported that the 60th :i.faw York, 

First District, and First Maryland R giment, Potomac Home Brigade, had not 
"' 

yet reached :-J:arpers Ferry. Iroreover, he reported: uI have .i.mt one com-

pctny, Maryland Home Guard Cavalry, at Charlestmfil... l:i. battalion of rebels 

could ta.Ke this place, with all its ordnance. I cannot leave for 1::inchester 
9 

until I have this place "QJ:a.rpers Ferri) secure.n 

1-\s the scope of the crisis becar:i.e clearer, Secretary of Kar Stanton 

worked desperately behind the lines to forward re-enforcements to l".liles 

at Harpers Ferry, where these units were to t:e moved on the tinchester and 

Potomac Railroad to Banks at \dnchester. "·~t about :midnight, on the 24th, 

Stanton telegraphed Danks that the 109th and lllth Pennsylvania. regiments, 

and the First lv.laryland Cavalry, under the comrnu.nd: of Brigadier General 

James Cooper, were boarding the trains at Baltimore and would leave shortly 
10 

for Harpers Ferry. Brigadier General Rufus Saxton was also ordered by 

6. i1ilesto Stanton, May 23, Vol. XII, Part III, p.217. 

7. lD.les to Stanton, May 24, Vol. XII, Part III, p.225. 

8. Col. John Clark tc Stanton, May 25, 9 a.m., received 9:30 a.m., 
Vol. XII, Part III, p.237. 

9. Miles to Stanton, May 24, received 4:10 p.m., Vol. XII, Part I, 
pp.225-226. 

10. Stanton to Banks, Eay 24, Vol. XII, Part I, p.528; Stanton to Dix, 
May 24-6:50 1 Vol. XII, Part III, pp.222-223, 227, Part I, p.626. 
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the Secretary of 'for to accompany these re-enforcements to Harpers Ferry 
11 

and to assume command of them. 

1. 

i~fter marching most of the night of the 24t4Jackson's army reached 

the heights overlooking \·!inchester early on the morning of May 25 and at 
12 

about 4 a.m., launched a violent attack on Banks' force. By 9 a.m., 

the defeated Federal army began retreating and reached l'iartinsburg at 
13 

2:40 p.m. that afternoon. The Confederate cavalry, consisting of the 

2nd and 6th Virginia and a small portion of Col. ilshby's men, under the 

command of Bri9adier General George H. Steuart, pursued the Union troops 
14 

to th0 vicinity of J\Iartinsburg. 

During the early morning hours of the 25th, the First District Regi-

ment arrived at Harpers Ferry and was dispatched by Hiles to 1:inchester. 

The train arr:i.ved at th:i.s town juat as Banks ·was leaving the place. The 

troops, therefore, immediately reboarded their train, losing two men as 
15 

prisoners, and returned in the direction of Harpers Ferry. From the 

time this train left for ~,;:i.nchester until about 9 a .• m., Col. Hiles held 
16 

Harpers Ferry with only one company of the Potomac Home Brigade. 

11. Stanton to Saxton, May 24, Vol. XII, Part I, p.626. 

12. Report of Jackson, Vol. XII, Part I, pp.704-705; Report of Banks, p.550. 

13. Report of Jackson, Vol. XII, Part I, pp.705-706; Banks to Stanton, 
Hay 25, 2:40 p.m., p.528. 

14. J~ckson's Report, Vol. XII, Part I, pp.706-707; Cavalry reports, 
pp.730, 734. 

15. Saxton to Prex. Lincoln, May 25, received 10:10 p.m., Vol. XII, Part 
I, p.630. Col. John S. O::lark to Stanton, May 25, 9 a.m., received 9:30 
a.m., Vol. XII, Part III, p.237. 

16. Report of Brig. Gen. Eufus Saxton, U.S. Vol., of Gperations, liay 25-
June 1, 1862, June 2, 1862, VoJ.. XII, Part I, p.639. 
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Between 9 and 9:15 a.m., the trains carrying Generals Saxton and 

Cooper, with the 109th and lllth Pennoylvania regiments, and the 1st 
17 

:r.:aryland Cavalry, pulled into Sandy Hoo1::. 

By 10:45 a.m., General Saxton had the lllth Pennsylvania loaded on a 

train and sent them on their way to \\inchester. ('I'he telegraph between 

Winchester and Harpers Ferry had been cut off at 7 a.m. and the officers 

commanding at Harpers Ferry did not yet know of Banks' retreat.) About 

the same time this regiment left, 600 men of the 60th Hew York arrived at 
18 

Sandy Hook: • 

ti.bout noon, General Saxton informed Secretary of War Stu.nton: '"Heavy 

firing was heard near \,inchester this morning-. to obtain reliable infor-

mation is difficult; there are so many reports in circulation ••• Cavalry 

for scouting purposes is very much needed. The five companies here [of 

the 1st }1aryland Cavalr;D are in a shoc~ing condition--horses not shod, 

and no saddles. The latter have arrived and will be issued at once and 

the scouts started. I fear it will be to-morrow before they will be 

ready." Saxton also stated that he was holding up the departure of the 

109th Pennsylvania R giment for -i!-:inchester until "I am satisfied it will 
"' 

be prudent to leave the railroad bridge unprotected. If the whole movement 

of the enemy is not a feint in force to cover a movement on f'~a.nassas," 
19 

he noted, 11 there is a possibility th0y may move on this place 

17. Clark to Stanton, l:iay 25, 9 a.m., (received 9:30 a.m.), Vol. XII, 
Part III, p.237; Saxton to Stanton, 1'1ay 25, received 10:45 a.m., Vol. 
XII, Part I, pp.626-627. 

18. Saxton to Stanton, May 25, received 10~45 a.m., Vol. XII, Part I, 
pp.626-627; Clark to Stanton, 10:45 a.m., (received .11 a.m.), Yol •. 
XII, Part III, p.237; also Garrett to l<atson Hay 25 (received 3:40 p.m.), 
p.235. 

19. Saxton to Stanton, £:lay 25, Vol. XII, Part I, p.627; Saxton to Stanton, 
bay 25, received 12:20 p.m., p.627. 
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At 2:15 p.m., the Third ·volunteers arrived at Harpers Ferry 

and Saxton again informed Stanton: the reports I receive go to show 

that General Banks is hotly pressed and in full retreat toward Martinsburg. 

There is a panic, and so few troops here I am satisfied that it is not 

tsst to send troops to ~inchester, as it is now in the possession of the 

enemy. '..i.'he troops {];ix companies of the 8th New Yor.J.c Cavalry, l·:: companies 

of the 1st Maryland Potomac name Brigade and 1st District regimeni] have 

left Charlestown, and are falling back: upon this place. This was done 

before the r111th Pennsylvanici) regiment I sent forward this morning reached 

there. I do not think, with our present force, it will be wise to reoccupy 

it. I shall send two reginents to occupy Bolivar Heights, a commandinG 

position near this place, and the force is too small to follow up the 

force before which General Banks is retreating, anc at the same tim0 defend 
20 

this place, which I shall do to the last.'3 

At 9:46 p.m. Stanton telegraphed Saxton that Brigadier General C. s. 

Harn.ilton was on a train bound for Harpers Ferry, with the purpose of join-

in0 Banlcs. f he remains at Harper's Ferry/' Stanton continued, '"and 

can render any service I desire him to do so, but not to supersede you in 

command. ::Jy special assignment of the President you are assigned to the 

command of the forces and operations at Harper's Ferry, without regard to 
21 

seniority of ranJ::.u 

Saxton informed President Lincoln that the entire command at Harpers 

20. Saxton to Stanton, Hay 25, received 2:25 p.m., Vol. XII, Part I, p.628; 
Saxton to Stanton, May 25, received 3:20 p.rn., Vol. XII, 1-'art I, p.628; also 
Saxtcn to Stanton, lia.y 25, received 5:30 p.m. and 6 p.r:i.., pp.628-629; Saxton 
to Lincoln, May 25, received 10:10 p.m., Part I, p.630. 

21. Stanton to Saxton, Hay 25, 9:{i6 p.n., Vol. XII, Part I, p.630. 
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Ferry did not amount to more than 2,500 men and that of these, he had 

been unu.ble to get more than 1,500 ready to march before noon that day. 

He alco pointed out that there was no artillery wh~tsoever c:vailable at 
~ 

Harpers Ferryt""or the defense of that position. He also reported that 

infornation ho.d been received at 9 p.m. that Banks' force was them cros-
22 

sing the Potomac at \Jilliamsport into Maryland. 

Shortly after 10 p.m., on thu night of Hay 25, Saxton slir.lmed up his 

situation at Harpers Ferry, stating: '~verything is now quiet. Picket 

out three miles on the road toward ~!inchester dnd Charlestov,n. Three 

companies of cavalry near Charlestol<'m. Six companies of im$ntry on a com-

mand heights (}Jolivar Heisht~l in front of the village. The remainder of 

the forces are guarding the bridge and the passage of the river. I have 

had all the contrabands (~egro slaveS:) at wor.te moving the stores across 

the river, to provide against a possible contingency. I feel sure that I 

have made the best disposition of the forces here. To-morrow, if sufficient 

re-enforcemcmts arrive, I shall occupy Bali var Heights in force. Your as-

signment to the command of operations was received at 10 o'clock. I will 
23 

do all in my pm"ier to merit your confidence." 

l:hile these events were transpiring at Harpers Ferry, the -.ar Depart-

rnent and the BC',Q Railroad were workins1 desperately on the 25th to forward 

additional troops and artillery to Saxton. By 7:10 that night, the 3rd 

22. Saxton to Stanton, Nay 25, received 12:20 p.m., Vol. XII, Part I, 
p.627; Saxton to Stanton, Nay 25, received 9:20 p.m., p.630; Saxton to 
Lincoln, Hay 25, received 10:10 p.m., p.630. 

23. Saxton to Stanton, May 25, received 10:24 p.:m., Vol. XII, Part I, 
p.631. 
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Delaware Regiment with 750 m:m, the Purnell. Legion with 500 r:ien, and two 

six gun ratterics with five other guns of various sorts, had left Balti-
24 

more on a B&O train bound for Harpers Ferry. 

2. Honday, ;:,1ay 26, 1862 

Having unfortunately been forced to fight a battle on Sunday, Jackson 
25 

halted his army near ~:inchester and observed the Sabbath on the 26th. 

His troops 1;ere also no doubt exhausted by the constant marchin9 and fightincr 

that had occurred since May 22. The Confederate cavalry, under General 

Steuu.rt, ho·wever, entered Ha.rtinsl::urg on the 26th, and also destroyed a 
26 

B&.O railroad bridqe over Ba.cl:: Creek, at iforth Hountain Depot • 

.i\bout 5: 30 a .m., on the morning of l:ay 26, Goner al Saxton informed 

Stanton: 1"'Everything is quiet. The Third Delaware arrived this morning·. 

l.o artillery yet. I shall keep the main body of troops on the l.laryland 

side until the artill("ry arrives, with the exception of the three regi-

r.:ients in front of the tmm •• c There are great delays on the rG.ilroad. I 
27 

have not been able to 0et any additional news from General Bank:s. 11 

;.;,t 8 a .m.. Ivir. P. H. ~·!at son, the assist ant Secretary of 1.ar, arrived in 

Harpers Ferry and telegraphed: "'Find 3,000 mc:m, including- Cooper's regi-

ments, in a state of great de;aoralization, because of the terrible stories 
28 

told by the runaways fro:n Ban~s, ·who carae straggling in •• • u 

24. Garrett to Stanton, May 25, received 7:10 p.rn.; Vol. XII, Part III, 
p.236, pp.235-236, 239-240. Part I, p.629. 

25. Jack:son's Report, Vol. XII, Part I, p.707. 

26. Report of Col. Thomas T. Munford, 2nd Va. Cavalry, of operations in 
Nay and June, 1862. February 26, 1863, Vol. XII, Part I, p.730. 

27. Saxton to Stanton, Hay 26-received 6 o'cloc~c, Vol. XII, Part I, p.633; 
Stanton to Garrett, J:.lay 26-6:40 a.rr,., Vol. XII, Part III, p.250. 

28. '~;a-::son to Stanton, Lay 26, received 8 a.m., Vol. XII, Pa.rt III, 
pp. 248-249. 
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:lliout 9 a.m. I Saxton informed President Lincoln: ur have had as 

careful an estimate made of the force here as is possible at present. 

It a:nounts to 6, 700 men. Lany more are on the way. i1 portion of the 

artiller::,- has arrived, including one lifJht battery. No signs of the 
29 

enemy yet. 11 Shortly thereafter, hssistant Secretary '.;at son again 

reported to Stanton: ur have set all the carpenters at wcrk to plank 

the (pingle track Potomac railro:.c;I) bridge, so that tea:'ls and me:i., and, 

if need be, artillery, can cross, as well as cars. This work will be 

accomplished in two or three hours, rendering a repetition of Ball's 
30 

Bluff impossible. The cannon are h'3ing placed in position." 

About 1:30 p.m., on the 26th, Saxton informed President Lincoln: 

"I can get no reliable information to-day of the locality of the enemy,. 

lfony reports are circulated that we are to be attackeci at this place, 

and that they mean to force their way into l.laryland by way of harper's 

Ferry. Everything is quiet here now. I have not been able to comrmrni-

cate with General Banks yet. Have heard nothing of Jacl.::son's movements, 
31 

except a report that he was marching on this place. 111 Shortly thereafter, 

Hr. '/atson also telegraphed Stanton: ''Have just returned from a short 

reconnaissance toward Chc:rlGstm~n. I~o enemy about, and the pAoplc report 

none have been nearer to this point than 12 miles. ~he force that pur-

sued Banks stopped their pursuit at J:Iartinsburg, and, it is reported, re-

turned toward \-.inchester, as they said, to obtain re-enforcement. I do" 

29. Saxton to Lincoln, r.:ay 26, Vol. XII, Part I, p.632. 

30. ~Iatson to Stanton, Hay 26, received 9:20 a.m., Vol. XII, Part III, 
p.249; Garrett to Stanton, hay 26, p.251-received 11:10 a.m. 

31. Saxton to Lincoln, l,~ay 26, received 2:10 p.m.., Vol. 12, Part l, 
pp. 6 3 2- 6 3 3 • 

-61-



32 
1"'not anticipate an attack upon this place Qiarpers Ferry] at present. •• " 

About noon on ~1ay 26th, Col. David H. Strother and Col. Clark: left 

Sharpsburg·, Maryland, and rode towards Harpers Ferry: u1;ight overtakirn;: 

us at the 5 mile school-house Gm the west side of l.'.aryland Heights on 

the Antietar:i-Harpers Ferry road) as we passed through the forest.u 

Strother wrote in his Journal,n\·1e met a gang of men, women & children 

loaded with various bunu.les ••• u These it turned out, were refugees fron 

Jefferson County, Virginia.. "\,here the road reaches the river, he; continued, 

111we found the pic.:::ets ancl from thence to the rail road bridge we passed 

a whole brigade sleeping on the rocks r;o thickly strevm and pac£ed that our 

horses could scarcely find room to pass. At the ferry we found no one 

~ , e , (-J , '-' aitec O..c • _ onn .::.:> Cl3.r1: underta.:.:::ing to pass the b:::ic:t over, I held the 

hors2s while he & the orderly pulled the rope. ;~fter sane delay & risk: 

from unskilfulness, we got over, di sernbark:ed ej repaired to Headouarters 

en Shenandoah St. ~:o found here Genl. Hamilton in citizens dress sent up 

as military adviser, Genl. Saxton and Col. Eiles. Eaving briefly narrated 

our adventures, we found sleeping ciuarters. 1'1ine tJas a sofa in the entry 
33 

at Hamilton's C,:uarters also a boarding house •• • u 

.~lso arriving at Harpers Ferry that evening were 471 regulars of the 

8th and 12th U.S. Infantry, under the commc.nd of Captain T. L. Pitcher. 

This unit had 

10:20 p.m. on 

started from Philadelphia, 

the nig-ltt of Hay 24th. 
3 lf 

bound for this destination)at 

32. L:itson to Stanton, Viay 26, received 2:45 p.m., Vol. 12, Part 3, p.249. 

33. Strother's 1.:S Journal, Hay 26, 1862, p.114; published version slightly 
different in Ho.rper' s l;ew I"~onthly Hai;;,razin":, Hay, 1867, p. 717; italics mine. 

34. Stanton to Dix, Hay 25-12:55 a.m., Vol. 12, Part 3, p.239; Garrett to 
Stanton, llay 26, received lC:lO a.m., p.251. 
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itt 9 thu.t night, Saxton reported: uFour companies of cavalry, which 

I hc;d out in the vicinity of Charlestown, ha.ve just come in. They were 

follm;ed for some distance this side of Ch..:<rlesto11m by the rebels, and 

had on::c horse shot. The coramanding officer of the party says that Jacic-

son is in Charlost<J,:n, and is moviWJ down here; to attac~ us. I have Ii.eynolds' 

(Qaptain John Reynolds' Battery L, 1st Hew York l""rilleri) battery in 

position, and expect to hold him in check if he should come. ~'ihile I am 

satisfied the rebels are in Charlestmm in some force, I believe that 
35 

Jaci>::son is not there.'r 

3. Tuesdax, Hay 27, 1862 

11Stnnewall'' Jack:son's army resteci. a secondcay on the 27th; the main 

body was still encamped in the vicinity of "1iinchestPr and his cavalry 
36 

re1:i.ained posted at 11artinsburg. 

Returning from Frederic~c, l,J:aryland, at 2 a .m., Hr. \,at son telegraphed: 

"find it is the irnpression here that an attack: will be made this morning 

abouc daylight, the cavalry scouts having brought the intelligence from 

Charlestovm that J;..tck:son said ye::;terday he would breakfast in Harper's 

F8 rry this mornin<;r. I do not apprehend an attaci.c, but if one is made it 

1nll find us unprepared to meet it. The officers are all tired and asleep. 

l~obody but the sentinels awake, and essential means of defense that ought 

to be coinc;::r on to-night postponed until morninc_:r. The rule throughout 

this force is to do nothing that can Le avoided, anC:. nothing to-day that 

can te postponed until to-morrow. l~o 
Ii 

harm. is likely at this time to result 

35. Sa:~ton to Stanton, l:ay 26, received 9 p.m., Vol. 12, Part 1, p.630. 

36. J ack:son / s fr.eport, Vol. ~~II, Part I, p. 707. 
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ufrorn. such state of th:i.ngs, and General Sa,'Cton proz,1:i.ses in o. short tine 

to ivor£ out a reform. To-uorrmv I shall see that all the cavalry is formed 
37 

into a scouting party., .u 

fit about 7 a.m., Saxton reported; ;r.Lverything is quiet. I shall 

put the greater portion aE th0 forces here on Bol:i. var Heights, beyond 

Harper's Ferry, today, and extend my pid::ets as far a.s possible. "llmost 

all of the regiments are new and not well instructed. Our movements are 

conseciuently slm;. If they were old sold:i.cffs I would take \:inchester in 

a very short t:i.mEJ, and hold it. Cannot a large amount of transportation 
38 

be sent here'[ I could use it to ver;- good advantage .n 

~iatson agdn telegriphed tltat morninq: •• In this neighborhood 

tho re is no i'orce of the ea10:my, Lut a few squads of the en em~-' s light 

horse, v,;hose fa..:Jilies live her:;, havn ta~;:e~1 advanta<:-se of the (_'·e"wral pazlic 

to revisit th--::ir hom·;s. Th8 i"orces sent here,u · atson noted, useem to be 

very cie:;:'icient in officers. ri.'he 1024I:ew Yori;:, which arrived this morniwJ, 

had. its colonc1-::ayward--but aeithLr lieutenant-colonel, major, qu:.<.rter-

naster, nor commissary, these officers being on .'.'urlouc,h... The forces 

here have no intrenching tools, neither have the7 s~1lter or tents suffi-

cient for their protection from thA dews, which a.rs heu.vy, anc.: c~posures 

tu uhich g·encral miasmc:.tic diseases of a vnry obstinate G.nd r:ial:i.9nu.nt 

type ••• '' Concluding, he also stated as Saxton had done, that if :i.t was 

planned to move these troops up the valley to join Banks, then it wJuld 
39 

i:B necessary to equip these troops wL:h means of transportation. 

37. T .at sen to Stanton, ~~ay 27-2 a "n1., Vol. 12, J?,.i.Yt 3, pp. 261-~6 2. 

3" o. Sa.:cto:i. to Stanton, Eay 27' received 7· 'Jr:. .vv (i,. •~'.l. I T'T ol a 1 ~ 
_,t,' Part 'l 

"' p.63,'3. 

30 '"at son to ~Ytanton, ::ay 27' ij_ .:n. I Vol. 12, Part r, I>11Z62. va 0, 



Cc1. Strother, e;chc:.usted by his exertions durinc:1 th0 three previous 

clays, rested on ~:ay 27, r"o:1:1ly ridinc_, fon.o.rd once to Smallwood's hill 

[Eoli var :1i11 I-k then took: up Loard and lodc;.in0 

at the lc:ttter' s _touse on Elgh Street C u.c_:'.:;r Lot ho. 

·with 1~1 exan6er l-::el 
40 

25) • 

~:.bout 9 p.;:i., Saxton inforr:i.cd Stanton: ml'he ene;:-ty arc in some force 

in the irrc:::ieciiatc; vicinity of this pl:::.cc. I sent out hm co:apc.nies 

Col. EaulsL:ir! lst I·faryland Eegimen"l:, led b:? l.:C.jor Steine£) about dark this 

cvc·nin:;;· to scour the; 1·mods on ;~lbion (j.ouciouii) I~ei0hts, l:::::i.c~~ of the town, 

where it was reported the encuy had a body of cavalry. ,~fter proceeding 

about two :milss they ·L·ere fired upon dismounted rebel cavalry con-

cealed in t~te bushes on boti1 sides o:.:.' ~he roo.<D; one of our r::ten Q:;erc·ea:1t 
41 

Eehrlin[J of Company I w~0 ~-::illeu and oae 1Jounded.u ::'allowing this en-

counter, th:; patrol r8turnod to Har;:ers )?urry. 

ri..bout 9:30 p.m., Col. Eilos informed the Secretary of -~:ar: " ... by 

telcr;raph r.-:;cei ved this mo;nent frou ag:nt of Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 

fat Point of Eoc!:s, refugees are passing th,3re in great numbers from Vir-

qinia, who state that rebel cava.lry are at Leesburg, t"aterford, and other 

points in Loudoun, and reyuesting troops should be station there. Cur 

troops in number foot up 8,158 for duty. ,;one can be spared from here. 

i:us::ct firing is this mor.:i,mt heard from ouradvanced pic~:ets ::ieh;::;en this 
42 

0nd Hall tmm .u 

40. D. 1:. Strother's Journal, Lay 27, 1862, pp.lh-115. 

'11. Sa.;don to Stc:.nton, ::ay 27, 186 .:;1., Vol. XII, Par 1c I, pp.633-63,±; 
supple;':lented by datu. irom Saxton's report, June 2, 1862, p.639; also 
Vol. ~~II, Part III, p. 266. 
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11 j;. 

13:· th0 morning of the 28th, Lieutenant C. H. Daniels, of the TJ .f,. 
l:avy, had succeecied in putting one big nine-inch Du.hlryren rifled gun 

and so1n2 boit howi tzer.::i in position at the Nav.al Battery, or "Battery 

Stanton'" as General Saxton called it. This l:attery was located on the 

south end .::i.nc\ west slope of l<.iaryland Heights (see 1·lar) I). Lieut. 

Daniels op:ned ec..rly in the day with his big gun, and shelled the slopes 

of Loudoun Heicrhts in the area where the Federal scouting party had be:m 
43 

attacked the night before. 

On the morning of the 28th, General Sc..xton also ordered a recon-

naissancc in force to be mac.e from Harpers Ferry towards Charles Tmm. 

This detachmeat, nu~1berinq about 1,000 men and cormnanded by Col. L. Schlu.udecr~er, 

ofthe lllth Pennsylvania r~giment, was composed of his regiment, six com-

panics of the 1st Maryland Cavalry, under llaj or J. L. Deems, and two guns 
44 

or Captain John I~. Reynolds' Battery L, 1st New York .lrtillery. 

Col. Strother, the only officer present VU. th the detachment uwho 

had heard the craci::: of a hostile c_JUn or had seen the face of an enemy, u 

45 
accompanied the force and asted as chi::f adviser to Col. Schlaudec:O:::er • 

.• s the Federal force neared Charles Tm n, they i;;ere opposed by Con-

federate cavalry, led by Col. Turner .F.shb~', who rode in the van of his 

troops, mounted upon a white horse. The Federal detachment succeeded in 

42. ~,:iles to Stanton, Hay 27, received 10 p.m., Vol. LI, Part I, p.640. 

43. 1rnport of Saxton, Vol. XII, Part I, p.639; Saxton to St:.mton, l~ay 28, 
received 1:05 p.m., Part III, p.266. 

44. Report of Saxton, Vol. XII, Part I, p.639; Part III, pp.266, 271. 

45. Strother Journal, pp.ll5-116; also in Harper's ~Jew Lonthly Eac;·azine, 
Hay, 1867, pp. 717-719. 
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scattering li.shby' s con~nanci, with the loss of two Union soldiers wounded, 
46 

and at about noon occupied Charles Town. 

The Union troops then scattered through the village, out of control 

of the officers, and burned the market house and hall, and also looted 
47 

stores, engaging in this activity for from two to three hours. 

On J.~ay 28, at 5 a.m., Brigadier General Charles S. i;,inder marched 

with his brigacie, composed of the 4th, 5th, 27th and 33rd Virginia regi-

ments, in all about 2,300 infml.try, with Carpenter's battery of six guns 

and Poague's battery of four pieces, from their camp four miles north of 

',:inchester, a.nd took up the line of march for Charles Town, following the 
48 

roud that led through Surmni t Point. On reaching a point about five 

miles from Charles Town, Linder received news that ?ederal troops, re-

ported to number between four anci .five thousand men, had just occupied that 

village. This information was dispatched to General Ja6::son at 'l.-inchester. 

Jac~::son at once ordered General Ew1~ll to march i;;H:h re-enforcenents to 

'Linder's support. ~:inder, in th·2 meantime,ho;rever, continued to move 
49 

forward und advanced cautiously on Chi..,rles Tmm. 

Between 2 and 3 p.m., \:inder arrived at Charles 'l'm·,a and launched 

46. Ibid.; also Stanton to iicDm,;<~11, quoting Saxton, Hay 28, Vol. XII, 
Part III, p.271. 

47. Strother's Journal, pp.115-116; His family lived in Chi:.lrles Town at 
this time and he secured soldiers and townspeople to put out the fire. 
lhc marr(et house, however, was too far gone but they did succeed in pre­
venting th'" fire from spreading- :l:o the rest of the villa9e. 

48. I~eport of Brig. Gen. C. S. 1Jinder, comma.ndin9 1st Bri<;;ude, Valley 
District, of opErations, Nay 23-June 9, 1862, dated June 15, 1862, Vol. 
~II, Part I, p.738, he states his briyade nur:ibered 1,500 infantry; 
Jacl;:son' s Keport, p. 707; The 2nd Virginia F?.egir:tent, 758 m-:m, of the 1st 
brigade, was left behind in - inchester as a Provost Guctrd. 

49. Ibid. 
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an attac~~ on the disorganized Federal troops the-ct were scattered throug-h 

the town. !:.fter a 20 ninute sr:irmish, the Union troops were driven bac~: 
50 

through the villdge in the direction of Earpers Ferry. Federal losses 

in this dction amounted to one captain, eight men, and 10 horses of the 

1st ?laryL1:,.td Cavalry captured, and the Confederates had one man of the 
51 

33rd Virginia rer:;iment wounded by a shell. Gn reachin~ the fair0rounds, 

which were located to the cast of Charles Tmm, the Federal reconnaissance 

detach...rnent was re-enforced by the arrival of the 60th _::e-v.; York, a squadron 

of ca.valry, and the remaining two guns of Captain l~eynolds' battery. H~re 

the p<:trty halted, reorganized itself, and then rz~ade its -;-fi thdrawal to 
52 

Harpers Ferry in good order. 

On reaching Bolivar Heights, the reconnaissance force found the 

entire Federal anay at Harpers Ferry drawn up in. a line of battle that 

extended ''along the crest of Bolivar Heights across the penninsula from 
53 

the Potomac to the Shenandoah •• 

Shortly thereelfter, a body cf Confederate cavalry was seen occasiona]y 

emerging from a point of woods about two nilc:s in advance of the Bolivar 

Eeights position, a little to the le:ft of the Charles Tovm turnpi::e. 

Clouds of dust were also visible in various directions, as if the enemy 

were advancing. Federal artillery thereupon shelled the woocis to the 

front, :tut the enemy made no response. This ended the ilction for the,t 

50. full details of the skirmish are to be found in Strothor's Journal 
an.d i~rticle and in '~incler' s Report. 

51. Saxton's Eeport, Vol. XII, Pcirt I, p.639; ·,rincler's F~eport, p.739. 

52. Saxton's l{eport, Vol. ;~II, Part I, p.639; Strother's Journal, p.116. 

53. 
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54 
day and the Union soldirns slept on their arms that nigl:r~. 

General ~:im.:er had followed up the retreating Federal reconnaissance 

detachment as far c:..s Hall tov:n, but on viewing the Union line of battle on 

Bolivar Heights, he halted his brigcde, posted his pickets at Halltown, 

anci withdrew his main body to Hi thin one mile of Charles Tovm, where he 

camped for the night. .~,t about dusk: on Hay 2 8, Genera.l Ewell, with the 

re-enforcements from. Linchester, also arrived at Charles Tm:n and v;ent 
55 

into bivouac~::. 

lit 5 p .m. on tl1e afternoon cf the 28th, Stanton tcleg~rapl1ed Saxton: 

11I have sent Brigadier-General (John P;:) Slough to re:port to you for 

orders. You will find him a J::.old and a:ole assistant. He ryoes by this 
56 

afternoon train." 

5. ~sday < Hay 29 1 1862, Jac . ..::son Tests the Union Position 

On the morning oi' th<e 29th, the 5th ::ew Yor~ Cavalry was sent out 

to reconnoiter in tho direction of Hallto~·m, but after proceeding only 

a short distance, they uere fired upon by Con:'cderate infantry and artillery, 

anci. driven bo.ck: to camp. T:i th this development, the Union forces 1:12re 

a('.ain formed in line of battle on :Doli var Heights, with Bri~adier General 

Jar.1cs Cooper's bric;ade defending that portion of the ridge located to the 

right of the Charles To1·m turnpike, and Brigadier General John P. Slough's 

brigade holding the section situated to the left of the road. (See :First 

Position on Hap I.) 

54. Saxton's Report, Vol. XII, Pu.rt I, p.639; Strothor's Journal, p.116. 

55. \,inder's Report, Vol. XII, Part I, p.738; Jackson's h'eport, p.707. 

56. Stanton to Saxton, Hay 28, 5 IJ .nlw 1 Vol. LI, Part I, p.641. 
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r.fter hm or three hours,, the Confederates failing to make an appear-

ancic), another squadron of cavalry was sent out towards Hall tm·m, Lut be-

fore reaching that village, they were suddenly fired upon by a battery 

occupying a position on the edge of the ~;oods to the~ left of the Chc:.rles 

Town road. !~ body of Confederate cavalry and soue infantry were also 

discovered stationed under the cover of the woods in a position to sup-

port their battery. Having davcloped the enemy position to this extent, 
57 

the Federal cavalry retired to Bolivar Heights for a second time. 

Then, at c:.Lout 3 p.m., Col. Strother noted in his Journal: 

Confederate ''pushed a reconnoi ssance toward Harper's Ferry, using artillery. 

As they approached within ran<;";e of our position vm opened with all our 

·batteries. Artillerymen, gans, and all are qui ti:: new, and from uns.t:ill-

fulness or defective ammunition the firing 1:as wretchedly bad. The shells 

burst i~tldway in their flight--some bu:nediatcly after leaving tho muzzle 

o:t the gun; others tumliled into the fields without exploding. In case of 

an attack our light artillery will be of little service, I fear. 

1"\Jhile this practice was going· on we observed dust rising beb1een 

Charlestmm anci Hall town, indi catin<;,r the advance of a large force, for the 

whole line of the road was mart::ed by a continuouu cloud. The horizon to 

the right, stretching from Charles Tm<W to the Potomac River, vras also 

obscured by risinc; dust; anci another du:sky line indicated the r.:iovement of 

a colurn.'l. tovrard the Shenandoah on our left. Eeanwhile our troops had all 

- +-movoo. ou .. , and v;ere ranged in order of battle behind the crest of the 

Ridge. In front of each regiment was a chaplain g·esticulatin9 and praying 

at the top of his voice. \:ithout the slightest inclination to scoff I / 

57. t(eport of Saxton, Vol. XII, Part I, pp.639-649. 
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1"'can not say that I was favorably impressed with the exhibition. Perhaps 

u. double j igcrer o.:: whi sl~y and a sharp 2,1i1i tury appea.l 1·muld have been 

better calculated to ma~~e the; men stand up to their wor~~. especially at 

a time when 'the w.wfulness of a sudd8n entry into another world and their 

Unpreparedness to face judgo:nen~' i S too apt to got f.<)Ssession of t:heir 

minds unsugg·ested. They 1,:erc not put to the test, ho-wever, for the sun ·went 
58 

do·m L1 poc:ce, u.nd the Generals, vith their Sta.ffs, returned to <~uarters. 

~~ssistant Secretary oi:" \:ar P. E. ·~·:·atson, arriving at Harpers ferry 

with additional artillery, at 3 p.ra., u.lso witnessed this event and in-

formed Secretary of r,:a.r Stailton: u'I'h0 onemy 'Hds driving· in our pici~>2ts 

when I arrived, and I wcmt to the outposts ~o sec 1-'Jhat Wds c;oiw::- on. The 

enemy is in considerable force in this vicinity 1 <:end cor:1-nartcied by Jackson. 

Clouds of dust ru.i:sed by his ma.rching shoi•red him to be coming froi:t Charles-

tm-m to within about four miles of this place, when his forces turned of[ 

at ric;ht aw:;lcs, botJ:1 to the right and left; one portion tm;ard the Shena~1-

doah and the other tm~ard the Potomac. =~e is evidently 1Jedi tatirn:; an at tac;;~ 

upon this place, and appears to Le actini;:; as ii unconscious of thu approach 

of our forces. 1Iis advance guard :l.'ired a few cannon-shots a:: our pic.c:ets 

a};out su:c1do·,m 1:ithout doing any hart,l a.net tlten retired. General Hamilton," 

~-atson a.ddecl, 1"is not ~;anted horc. GenGral Sloui;h has rc:.de a f-ivorcl;_,1e 
59 

impression. on all /1 he concluded. 

59. ·».atson to Stcmton, l:·.lay 29, receivcu 11 p.,,1., Vol. XII, Part III, 
pp.285-286; also p.278. Part I, p.534 for time received. 
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.. c a result of this tele~;"ram, General Hamil ton 1>;as as::li<;ned to other 

duties and ordered to return to '.!ac:;hirn::;"ton on the night of l~ay 29. The 
60 

cieneral uade his departure on the 30t:L1. ,_(::ii tional artillery c::.:i.d ~:i.other 

reginc:nt uere also put in :notion to~;::;.rds Hc.rpcrs Ferry frc:J Bal tin~ore on 
61 

th0 29th. 

Cn ~·:Ia:r 29, the nain body of Jacl-::son's aYL1y hu.d marched from:; inchester 

to Eall town and by 4 p.m. ,,;as Dassed in front of the Federul posi·tions on 
62 

Th; 2nG. Vin,_,inia rei;:ri::ncnt, oi' .inder's brigade, also 

crossed the Shrmandoah Ki 1er at i~eyes 1 Ferry anc too;..:: up a position on the 

surmni-'-c o{ Loudoun Hei0·ht, 'Fwi th the hope of beirn::; a.ble to drive tlte enemy 
5.::; 

frou IIari;;er' s Ferry across the Potcmac /' The Confederate cavalry and in-

fantry under the cc::manci of Bri<:;adier General Geon.:re I~. Steuart also co:a-
64 

plcte a march fror:1 i~artiashurg to :-Iall tm\a thc.t ddy. Thus by nightfall 

0£ the 29th, the entire Confecierate army under Jac~~so:1, some 21,000 men, 

wu.s concentru.tcd in front of i·~arpors Fc-crry. 

Gn the evenin1; of Eay 29 a '-'onfederajce dcserater vras brought into 

:r=arpers Ferry, examined anci a council of war held to consider the infor­
G5 

.ntlti on thus 0ainecl.. General Saxton reportr,C, of this council c:nd its decision: 

60. Stanton to Eamilt:on, '-'la:;' 29, 11:28 p.m., Vol. LI, Part I, p.643. 

61. Stanton to Saxton, Lay 29, Vol. LI, Part I, p.6'13-u::'.:'tornoon. 

62. Jac~cson's heport, Vol. XII, Part I, p.707. 

63. , and Report of Col. Thomas T .... 1unford, 2nd Va. Cavalry, p.730; 
Portions of th3 2nd Va. Cavalry Herc used to carry over the Shenandoah 
ldver the men of tho 2nd Va. Infan'i.:ry. Other portions of the 2nd Va. Cavalry 
were also present on the summit of Loucioun Heights on Hay 29-30. 

511. l:ceport of :Iunforf. 2nd Va. Cavalry, Vol. ~ar, Part I~ p.730; Report of 
Col. ::raciley 'l'. Johnson, 1st :iaryland In:fa.ntry, C .S .;:.., 6£ operations ::a:r 29-
June 9, 1862, dated June 11, 1862, p.817. 
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u1earning in the course of the evening from various r-liablc sources tlut 

the e:i.er.:iy ••• conter.:iplated a ilanic r.~oven:ent--crossing the Potomac with one 

di vision above and cinother occupying Lcudoun Heights, so as to conaanc. our 

naval battery and cut off our com.'Tlunications below Harper's Forry, while 

the remai nin(J force mcmaned us in front--i t was determined to withdraw our 

troops from Bolivar i·leights and tu.~:: up a second line of defense on the 

heic;:;ht knmm as Camp Hill, immediately above the tuwn of Harper's Ferry. 

The occupation of this inner line presented a twofold advantage; First, 

that being much less extended it could be held by a smaller force, the 

enemy from the nature o:f the ground being un~~b1e to bring into action a 

larc;er force than our owa; secondly, that it would enable us to bring our 

naval battery on Naryland Heights to bec..r upon the enemy e..s the:' advcmced 

dmm the declivity of Bolivar Heic:,;hts into the vall?y which separates it 

from Camp Hill. They v.rould thus be exposed for u. considerable time to c. 

heavy fire from this formidable battery, whose grcut elev:i.tion would en­

able it to throw shells directly over the heads of our ovvn forces on Camp 

Hill into the .faces of the advancin-:J foe. ~.ith the iorce rendered by this 

contraction of our front available for other purposes it was deemed prudent 

to occupy the crest of the hill above the naval l::.attery on the Liaryland 

shore, to frustrate any attempt of the enemy to ta:ce this hill in the rear 

and turn our batteries against us. 

'"This movement having been decioed upon, orders were immediately 

given for its prompt execution. This was about midnight. General Cooper's 

brigade was at once set in motion, and by daylight had succeeded in crossing 

the river and occupying the heights on the Haryland side. General Slough's 

brigade at the same time fell back: to the new position on Camp Hill, and Hhen 

morning dm:ned our Batteries (Companies K and L, of the First 1,ew York'g 
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llery), supported by a heavy force of infantry, wer'.3 in position to 

cor:irn.G.nd all the approachec .in our front and flani:::s, the remainder of the 

infantry being posted as reserves along the brow o.:- the hill, under cover 

of th~ town and houses. The weak portion of th.is @amp Hill] line were 
66 

subsequently strengthened by breu.stwon:::s hastily erected." (See Second 

Position on Hap I.) 

6. Fridaz« hay 30, 1862, Ja6:::son Feints 

Col. Strother witnessed the crossing of the Potomac during tho early 

morning hours of hay 30, and noted: r.rThere was a rope ferry, with a si.m.g-le 

sco-w, requiring an hour at least to cross, discharge, and return. In addi-

tion, the sing·le track: of the railroad bridge was floored with rough plank, 

forming a pu.ssage-w~ without hand-rails or parapet, a thousand feet long, 

forjcy feet c.:..bove ti:1e river, and about seven or eight feet vlide. The in-

fantry marched two abreast; the cavalry, dismounted, led their horses in 

single file; the o.rtille ry was pushed over by ho.nd. Several horses got 

frighted and leaped over into the water; one, falling upon a railroad 

engine which lay otherthrovm in the stream, was instantly killed. Strcmge 
67 

to say, the other, striking deep vater, swam ashore and were saved. 1
' 

There was also a panic among Col. J.vlaulsby' s 1st l:arylanci. I\'.eginent of 

th2 Potomac Ho~e bri0ade, early on the morning of the 30th. This regiment 

had been assigned to duty on the night of the 29th in the town of Hc;_rpers 

Ferry. The regiment had been instructed to guard the arsenal, containing 

about 300 tons of ammunition, the yudrtermaster, and commissary stores, 

66. Eeport of Saxton, Vol. XII, Part I, p.640. 

67. Strother in I:arrer's l;ew l:onthl:;,;: :Lla\Jazinc, May, 1867, p.720; also in 
his Journal, p.118. 
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to picket the streets leading to the country and the marc;:dns of the Potomac 

and Shenandoah Rivers, to prevent the entrance or departure of spies, and 

also to give notice of any attempt of the enemy to cross the Shenandoah 

river into the town. , .. Being in town tov;ard 1aorni JJg (?£ May 3Ql /' lfr. 

Watso:::1 reported, noticed a rody of men rushing in confusion toward the 

bridge, and on inquiring- of some cf them what was the cause of their hurry, 

and where they were going, they replied the enemy was attacking our men 

on the hill in overwhelming force and all were retreating- into Haryland. 

son and Col. ',:i11ia11 P. ~,J.aulsby were unable to induce the men to return 
68 

to their posts, and the regiment was placed on the Naryland side. 

After daylight on the morning of the 30th, Colonel Strother visited 

the Naval Battery on Earyland Heights, "mounting the steep and rocky road 

which led up to the Heights.u: Here he saH a .battery comprised of one 

nine-inch Dahlgren gun and a number of ship howitzers, manned by a d8tach-

ment of about 300 sailors. uThe powerful battery/1 Strother noted, "com-

mands the to'.:n of Harpers Ferry and all its approaches. Its fire rakes 

the summit and side of the Loudoun Nountain, and sv,eeps the crest of the 

Bolivar Ridge most effectually." The flank of the nuval battery, at that 

time, was secured towards Sharpsbun; by a brii:;;;-ade stationed on the road 

to that place and also by two regi.:nents stationed onthe mountain supporting 
69 

the battery. (See Second Position on Lap_ I) 

Early in the afternoon, Strother also inspected Canp Hi 11: n1.\T the 

top of the ridge overhanging the town and crovmed by the Superintendent's 

68. \:atson to stc~nton, t;:ay 30, 11:55 a.rr., Vol. XII, Part III, pp.295-297; 
\iatson to Stanton, Eay 31, pp.303--304; -~lso Part I, pp.635-636. 
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i1.:;se 
u1rr D ll' ii v:•rmory we 1ng 2~) I found our troops in force & engaged in throwing 

up intrenchments. Trees and hedges were cut do\·m and sor;,e eight or 10 

c;;uns were in posi tion.n f..bout 2,500 men, '>Ji th two batteries, he estimated., 
70 

were holding the Camp Hill lines. 

On the morninc; of c.he 30th, r·:aj or G. :r. Gardner, with the 5th l~cw 

Yor;.~ Cavalry, was sent -~o the front to feel the ener:1y' s position and watch 

his movements. ,-~ short while later, he wus re-enforced by a piece of artillery 

and 200 sharpshooters. Th.: Confederates then opaned upon his with a scat-

tered fire of musk:ets along1hi:i:Y'"wI1ole line. The first fire of grape from 

the Federal guns, however, caused the eneIT<y's skirmish2rs to fall back: in 

disorder, but the Confederates then broug·ht between four and six pieces 

of artillery into action and forced the 5th l:e"7 Yon: Cavalry to retire 
71 

to Bolivar Heights. At about 10:30 a.m., Hr. '>:ats.:1 reported: nJust 

returned from outposts, about i:;· railes off. The enemy is approaching with 

four guns, a lar0e body of cavalry, and a column of infantry. Our pic~.:ets 

have run in. The forces here behave very badly. They are stampeded and 

are utterly unreliable... General Slough hc.s t~1e post of honor. He com-

manded on the Virqinia side, and i:ill do all that can be dow:; with such 

troops as he has. General Saxton commands on the Haryland side ••• In the 

course of ai1 hour w::; shall be able to ascertain ilith more cortainty the 

force of the enemy, and i::heth-cr ~«e is naldng a feint or attac~:ing in earnest. 
72 

The second gun the i,aval Battery on l~aryland Heightj] is nearly in position.n 

70. Ibid. 

71. :R.eport of Saxton, Vol. XII, Pc.rt I, p.640. 

72. 7,:atson to Stanton, Hay 30, received 10:55 d.m., Vol. ~:II, Part III, 
pp.296-297. 
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i:..bout 1:45 p.m., ~.atson informed President Lincoln: '"Enemy's sKir-

mishers in small nurabers have approached very close to our outposts, but 

the main body appears to have retired. No attac.t( will now be made, I 

thinK, by the enemy. Our forces are posted, one-half on Bolivar Heights 

ractually Camp Hill], on the Virginia side, where they are intrenching, 

and the other half on the Ma~Jland Heights. The second large gun is mounted 

J?.dle ucv--cr/,.,c,1~ 
on the r.:aryla.i.'1d Heights Crhese guns consisted of one 50-pounderA and Cme" 

J:Q.Q poanil:c£ Dahlgren gun.i)... The force we have here, al though lu.rge in 
73 

numbers,. is useless for offensive purposes.,, 

Ji.bout the middle of the afternoon of the 30th, Strother, standing 

on the Camp i-1ill line u.nd looidng towards Bali var Heights, noted: 11Small-

i:·:oods on Old Furnace Iddqe seemed deserted except by a Q'edcraJJ troop of 

cavalry and some loose infantry engaged in g-athering up our ca.inp ec,uip~c:re 

& tents left standing from the previous day. This looked ominous & I 

determined to see more or the matter. Riding forward to the ridge I met 

a lieutenant who asked ne if I was going to draw the enemy's fire. He 

said further they had driven us from the ridge and were in force on the 

opposite ridge [to the west of Bolivar Eeights) towards Hall tov.rn & about 

1500 yards distant... I no-;·J perceived that the fi:ce had ceased and that 

all our men were behind the hill under cover. Riding- to thE: top I found 

some strag;-lers cover.;;d by bushed obscuring the enemy. ;1.s soon as I ap-

peared on the crest they (the Confederates] commenced loading their guns 

c'Sr ranging them. I saw their artillery on ei thcr side of the turnpike 

road and several hundred infantry lying alonq a fence in the edge of the 

wood which crowned the hill. Presently their guns opened. Half a dozenu 

73. \·;atson to Lincoln, Hay 30, received 2;15 p.m., Vol. ::rr, Part III, 
p.297. 
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"'shots were fired before they got my recnge ••• They used six cuns & their 

practice was g-oocl. Satisfied with this reconnaissance I returned to the 

?erry & smr a number of men [Confederate~ on the crest of the Loudoun 
7 11 

5eight s standing on the old bloc~: houses. u 

At 7 p.m., on the 30th, in a shouer of rain, the Confederates advanced 

in an attac£ on Bolivar Heights, with infantry, cavalry and nine field 
75 

pieces, This assault was made by Erigadier-Generc:.l George H. Steuart's 

brigade. &h.::lrpshootcrs of the 1st l'~aryLrnd PeuimenL. (Confederate) and 

Captain Cutshaw' s b3.ttery cleared the heights of Federal skirrni she-rs and 

then occupied Bolivar E:eights, capturing in the process the Federal tents 
76 

left staniing there. 'i'wice s.:drraishers of this force pushed to ·within 

300 yards of the brcasLwor~::s on Ca.mp :Iill, but where driven by volleys 

from General Slough's men. One Union soldier Has "dlled in this fighting. 

General Sa:don described the sceno, writing: u;illout dari:: on Friday 

evening, in the storm, General 2low:;;·h opened upon thew frow Camp Hill with 

77 

(I;apt. L Crounse's and part of ~apt. John .:...) I~eynolds' battery Q3attcries 

;.( and L of 1st ~,ew Yor:C z~rtiller::D I and Lieutenant Dani2ls from Battery 

Stan.Lon, on Laryland Ecig-hts. '.t'he scene at this time was very impressive. 

The ni9ltt was inte.1sely dar.(; th•:; hills around were: alive with the signal-

li<Jht of the enemy; the rain aescended in torreats; vivid flcishes of liz;:<htninif1 

75. Sax~on to Stanton, Lay 31, received 8:45 a.m., Vol. XII, Part I, pp.634-
635; Lincoln to l';cDowell, May 30, 1862-9:30 p.m., Vol. XII, Part III, p.292. 

76. Report of Col. Johnson, lst Naryland, Vol. ZII, Pa.rt I, p.817. 

77. Su.xt:m to Stanton, Ha:;, 31, r:;ccdved 8:15 a.rn., Vol.~~II, Part I, pp.634-
635. 
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llurnined at intervals th:'.) gru.nd c.nd mag:;:-tificent scenery, Hhile the crash 

of thun6er, 2choinrJ i:lnonJ the rr.ountains, drm.ned into corrparati ve insi0-

nificance dte roar of our artillery. ;,fter an action of about w.n hour's 

duration the eneny retired. He r;tade another unsuccessful attac~::: at mici.-

nfrcht with rccdrrant s of Lissi ssipr:;i u.nd Louisiana InfaffLry f this infor-

ma.Lion is accurate, then Trimble's and Taylor's Brigades of :well's Division 

were involved in the attac1:: , and after a short engag·ement disappea.red. 
78 

Signal-lights continued to be seen in every direction.n 

'i'he f>:::cond Virginia 1'_,girnent, Infantry, and a portion of the 2nd 

Virginie.: C:ivalry, occui;,yinc;;· Loudoun Heights on I·:r::.y 29 and 30, 'l'v1ere shell.:!d 

nearly all ni~-ht, and (}:he cavalri) had had nolhing :Z'or men or horses to 
79 

eat for 24 hours. 1" 

·, .hilc these events h~d been tc:.:o:::inq place at Harpers Perry, Union forces 

under Shield~ movin9 from Fredericj.:burc:;, .:..nd Fremont from South Branch, 

were attempting to concentrate their forces in Jacl:::son' s rear, dnd thereby 

cut off his retreat up the valley. 'ETo avoid such a result,'1 J.:ic;cson 

reported, "orders were issued for __,_11 the troops, except ·, .. imier' s :'-.Jrigo.de 

and the cavalry Q.0d by General Steuar{), to return to ',dnchester on the 

30th. Directions were given to General -:.inder to recall the Second I(egi-

ment frmn Loudoun Ifoi~;hts, ano as soon as it should return to its bri0ade 

Cinder'rJ to move with its corxnand, includin1 -'.:he cavalry, and rejoin 
80 

the m(.dn body of the arr;<y 

78, I\'eport of Saxton, Vol. XII, Part I, pp.640-641. 

79. Eeport of Col. 1-lunford, 2nd Va. Cavalry, Vol. XII, Part I, p.730; 
also Saxton to Stanton, June 1, 8 p.m., Vol. i&\II, Part I, p.638. 

80. Jac.~son'sEeport, Vol. ,~II, Part I, p.707. 

-79-



Jacicson's main body thus began withdrawing before Harpers Ferry on 

the evening of ~·:ay 30, covered by both the dart:ness and the storm, and the 

evening attack on the Camp Eill lines was the1crore undoubtedly a feint to 
81 

further assist in concealing the retreat of the army. 

7. qaturga;x:,_ 1'.la_y 31, 1862, Jackson's ~;ithdrm:il 

Cn the morning of the 31st, General Saxton sent out a reconnaissance 

in force to discover the whereabouts of Jac~:::son's troops. Telegraphing at 

about 12: 30 p.m., and having just returned from Hall town, Col. Eiles rE:ported 

that the last ccmpany of rebel cavalry held left that village about an 
82 

''Hour since. r1t "'T push-cl forward as far as Charlestown,'"' Saxton also 

reported, '"'and found the enemy's rear guard had left an hour before. 

Fifty pieces of his cannon passed through Charlesto~m that morning, the 

enemy bein\:f in strong force, vc.riously estimated at from 13,000 to 25,000.u 
83 

,.s his own force numbered '"'not ::nore than 7,000 effective men,,, Saxton stated, 

and v;ere ucompletely worn-out by fatigue and exposure, I dc;emed it not 
84 

prudent to advance, at least until the men rested.'"' 

J ad: son 1 s main body passed through ··>:inchester on the afternoon of 

i~ay 31 and encamped near Strasburg that nir;·ht. The same evening, ·hinder's 

brigade al so arrived at Jackson's camp, as did the 2nd Virginia reg·iment, 
85 

which had lnarched 36 miles that day. 

81. If Jackson h'ld wi thdra-wn before dar:-:: on Hay 30, his moveme:ut ·would 
have surely been spotted by the Haryland heights Signal Tm:er. 

82. Hiles to Stanton, l~ay 31, received 1:10 p.m., Vol. XII, Part III, p.304. 

83. Saxton's Report, Vol. XII, Part I, p.641; also Saxton to Stanton, 
hay 31, received 3:45 p.m. anc: 4:20 p.r:.:., p.636. 

8,, 
J:. Saxton's report, Vol. XII, Part I, p.641. 

85. Jackson's Report, Vol. ,(II, Bart I p.708. 
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Cn June 1, the Federal troops at Harp)rs Ferry Kere assigned to Major 

General Bank:s' corps and placed under the command of H<d or General Franz 
1'6 

Sigel. General Sigel arrived at Harpers Ferry on the same clay and he 
87 

assumed comr.1and of the force on June 2. 1.t 4 p.m., on June 2, Sigel 

reported: n ••• I find the troops here in a very inefficient condition. 

Ceneral Saxton insists on bein0 relieved. The number of troops hore are 

about 8,000. Of these 1,200 are useless, and all the balance are undrilled 
88 

and undisciplined .•• '~ 

General Saxton had thus defended Harpers Ferry 1vi th a force of 8, 000 

mostly inexperienced men, successfully standing off a combat force of 

approximately 21,000 men led by ustonewallu Jackson. Contrary to General 

Joseph E. Johnston's dire predictions of Hay, 1861, Harpers Ferry failed 

to become a military trap, when the defending .rnrce was utLw.ced by a 

larger army. 

[\. cor::iparison aE the I:·.ay attack with the September, 1862, siege also 

suggests to this writer sor::ie interesting parallels. First, in the opinion 

of the uriter, Col. Hiles appears to have been strongly ,influenced by 

Saxton's conduct of the uefense, and to have modelled his September defen-

sive plans on the very lines laid do1,:11 by Saxton. Mil8s appears to have 

assumedin September that Jac.i<:son ·would attack exactly as he had done in 

1-~ay; that.~, directing his main assault on Bolivar Heig-hts. There was 

therefore no need to hold Loudoun Heights in September, as that position 

had been occupied by the Confederates in Ftay with no ill results to the 

86. Stanton to Saxton, June 1, 1862, Vol. XII, Part I, p.638. 

87. Saxton's li'.eport, Vol. :AII, Part I, p.641. 

88. Sigel to Stanton, June 2, 1862-4 p.m., Vol. XII, Part III, p.323. 



Federal i'orces. 

lioreover, lliles iaay have argued, if General Saxton could defend the 

position with so few fortifications in l•:ay t 1rhat need uas there to erect 

aduitional defenses in the three month period that intervened before 

J acl::son 1 s secord at tac,(. Cnly at the very last instant, and then too 

late, as the Confederate army approached Maryland Heights from the north, 

did l·liles underta!::e the slightest improvement of the fortifications either 

at that mountain or Bolivar Heights. 
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CHi\PTER VI 

JUiJE '.i'C r~uGUST 31, 1862 

1. kailroads and the Potomac .3ridoe 

"~s a result of Jackson's attacK, both the Baltimore und Ohio and the 

\iinchester and Potomac f{ailroads were put out or commission on l·~<q 25, 

1862. On June· 2, the railroad cor:;pany began repairing these two lines 
1 

but were hindered by heavy rains that began on the 4th. Cn the 5th, both 

the Potomac and the Shenandoah Rivers flooded and spo.ns in the wooden 

railroad bridge at Harpers Ferry 1·:-.J.s carried off. Federal store houses, 

located in re-roofed Musket Factory Buildings along the Potomac, and also 

their arsenal, situated on the Lower Hall Island on the Shcnandoa'.:t, were 

submerC'·ed. In addition, briG.ges on the ,,inchester railro'- d were carried 

off by the high water. On the 7th, the flood continuirn;_: .. , the remainder 

of the Potomac railroad bridge was entirely swept off, thus resul tinr1 
2 

in the third destruction of this brid<ae since June 14, 1861. Gn June 8, 

the company succeeded in re-opening the line from Harpers Ferry west to 

\.heeling, and on the 9th,. their men bei;,an rebuilding c. wooden trestled 
3 

briug·e across the Potorr_c;;_c at Earpers .L-'erry, anci completed it on June 15. 

Durin<c th'" intervu.l when thr: brid0e was out, co1-:u1:lunications were rcaintain0d 
4 

betueen Eurp,.::rs Ferry anci the ::aryh-cnci sltore: by means of a steam tuq. 

1. li.nnual Report of the Bc~.C, 1862, L.15, V.2, p.326; u.I=-:.E:.I, Vol. ,{II, 
p.338 and Vol. LI, Part I, pp.657-658. 

2. l'Jtnual l~eport of :C&C, 1862, L.15, V.2, pp.326-327; i~iles to 13.::mks, 
June 5, 1862, Vol. LI, Furt I, p.659, 661; Vol. =en, Part I, pp.S'l0-541, 
3,±2,32; Vol. :i:n, Part II, pp.769-770, 780-783. 

3. .-,.nnu;:i.l Report of BCD, 1862, I~.15, Vol. 2, p.327; :diLs to Cop,__;land, 
June 8, 1862, Vol. LI, Pbrt I, p.66b. 

4. Vol. XII, Part I, p.32. 
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Repair o.C- the -.. inchester fl'ailroacl was be<_:mn on June 9 ancl the line 
5 

·.:as ctgain rG-opened fron =~arpers Ferr:· to ·· ~inchester on June 2G, 1862. 

(See Foo Lnotc 5 - for :-Ii story o.:: ·.:EF l,:i~, Septe;rJ::icr 18, 1862-July, l86t1.) 

a result of tlte frec11:nyl: delays that had bee;,t caused by the washin;· 

out o:,,' th:: wooden trestled spans of tb,. Po·tonac bridc··e, the railroad ccn-

puny decided to ris~~ the construction of c.tn iron brici.ge cit: i.arpcffs i:'erry. 

~,ori:: ";t;as 1:egun on July 24, 1862, with coast ruction o:i. Span :Jo. ,1. :Sy the 

end of ,,.uqust, 1862, iron Spans r,,o. 3 o.nd 1 1·.rere finish1'd and wor~ was 

underway on Span No. 5. On September 17, 1862, ustonewall11 Jackson's 

troops blew up iron Spans 3 and 4, the ~-inchester" span, and also 

burned ti1e wooden sr'ins, thus completing the fourth destruction of the 

5. Ziles to Copeland, June 8, 18'62, Vol. LI, Part I, p.665. Garrett to 
Stanton, June 20, 1862, p.685. The ·~l:r.P }fo' Hus clestroynd l:;y Jac~::son's 

troops in Septe;-,tber, 1862, siocJe <mci although General G. ::__,. L.cClellan reoem­
L'-.mdcd the re::.:.lilcling- of the line from Harp<ors Ferry to o~inchcster, the 
Secretary of -~:ar decided the reconstruction 1vould be a waste of public 
money. (c.r~.8.1, Vol. Part I, pp.13-H; Part II, 408-l09, 670. 
Vcl. 1'::':-i, Part II, pp.l.'.H·-132, 130; Vol. z:JTII, Pa.rt II, pp.97--98; Part 
III, :pp.696-697.) Thus frc;u Gctober, 1862, to July 4, 186~, the ".,C:f I:I-< 
1:as only in use fro:J Harp-::rs Ferry ·[:o :t:ull i:::o~-:n. C.arner to ·\:. P. Srni th, 
Reel 15, Vol. il, p.531, Viay 6, 1863; C.l2.3.III, Vol. IV, pp.946, 955.) 
'i'his W0.s a distance o.~' 3 ;:d.les. The history of the line frorn July 8, 
1864, to July, 1865, will be J.'ounc:l in C .... Snell's 11I-Iarpers Perry I~eµels 
an 11ttac~~, 1864-65, pp.39-40, 48-52. In the June-September ll, 1862, 
period 1.rtl'he whole trc::.c~<: (Q:r th:; -.~&P EJ:.J ;:as a sirnple flat piece of iron 
nailed on the joists, and the joists were decayed along the whole road. 
The whole road ·was a very poor concern, .:::.nd took frou eight to nine i1ours 
to go J:etween Harpers Ferry and '..inchester,u a distance o::.: 28 miles. 
Because of the poor construction of the bridges on the line, th~· regular 
lar'}e and heavy camel engines of the J::'8:0 RR could not run from ~iarpers 
Ferry to ',Jinchester. .'~s a rcsul t, it was necessary to utilize uli ttlc 
grasshor:per engines1

' on that line, thus, no doubt, a.ccounting for the 
slow time of trains operating between the two depots. Statements of Lieut. 
Henry L. :3inney1 Vol. XII, Part I, pp.782-783; a.lso see pp.779 and 781. 
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6 
bridc;·e since June 14, 1861. (See Footnote 6 below for History of Bridge 

1861-1865.) 

2. ;c Lm·J Pontoon Bridc::8 for the Potct).q.c, ,~ugust, ].862 

~,o doubt as a result of the harrov;ing experience of attempting to 

maintain cor:u:nunicat:i.ons between Harpers Ferry and Sandy Hook: by the limited 

means of a rope ferry, and the single truck railroa.d bridge during the 

Nay 25-31 attaci:, and with the additional example of the complete destruction 

of the railroad bridge by flood on June 5-7, 1862, it was decided that 

additional facilities should be availa.ble in the event of an emerrrency. 

Studies of the problem of a new pontoon brid~e for the Potomac at Harpers 

Ferry were thus underway by June 11 and the material for the bridge arrived 
7 

at Harp8rs Ferry on June 29. The nev· bridge was completed and put in 

place on ~uc:;ust 22, 1862. The second bridge was situated in the same 
8 

pqsition as the February bridg·o ( se;:; Hap I). The pontoon bridge constructed 

in ,,.ugust was still in use during the siec;e of Harpers Ferry, September 12-

15, 1862, and was destroyed in that action. 

6 • .i"nnual Report of 38.C, 1862, Reel 15, V.2, pp.327-.328. This bridge was 
destroyed nine times in the period i~pril 18, 1861, to May 22, 1865; four times 
by military action and five timm by floods. In the period i;ovember 1, 1862, 
'to April 22, 1863,. four new iron spans, Ifo. 3, 4, 5 and 6, were erected; the 
other three spans were wooden. Cn July 5, 1863, the wooden parts were 
:.)urned by U.S. troops. April 10, 1864-vmoden portions washed out by flood. 
Hay 16,. 186~:1:, wooden portions washed out by flood. July lJ.-7, 1864, wooden 
portions of bridge burned by U.S. and Confederate troops. On Hay 25, 1865, 
the wooden spans carried away by flood. 

7. liational ,\rchi ves Record Group 92-0ffice of the Quartermastor General, 
Consolidated Correspondence Filo, Box 377-Hajor f,'. S. E:ogers to Gen. I:eigs, 
June 11 and June 29, 1862. 

8. National Archives r~.G. 92-:iYlaj. I~obcrt S. Rogers to Gen. Heigs, l~ug. 22, 

1862. 
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3. Fortifications at Harpers Ferry, June-;~ugus_t, 1862 

On the J3th of June, the sailors and marines, with their l::::>at hoili tzers 

and ammunition, who hc.i.d been stationed in the i;aval Battery on Maryland 

Heights, were returned to i:ashinc~·ton, D.C. Their two bis 9 inch Di3.hlgren 

guns and one 50-pounder rifle, however, were left in position at the l'Jo.val 
9 

Bu.ttery anci under the care of the dismounted 8th New York Cavalry. On 

June 12, Colonel Hiles reported tha.t he had fit for duty, 1,176 infantry, 

anc1. 182 mounted cavalry. In addition to the ~big naval c:runs, he also 

had fcur smooth-bore 12-pounder howitzers and h,;o 3-inch rifln:i guns, but 
10 

no artillery men to work any of the artillery. 

His troop:::: 1wre deployed as follows: four companies, numbering- 317 

men, held Ca.'Tip Hill and the lower toV<m o:i. Earp::ors Ferry. Seven comr.::a.nies 

of t:1e 8th i~ew You:. Cavalry 1 actin•J as infantry, were posted on ~Iaryland 

Heights; <.me six companies of the 1st ~,Iaryland, Potomac Home Brigade, were 

stationed at Sandy Hook, Haryland. On June 13, l:".f:Lles requ•.:::sted the Sec-

retCi.ry of \~ar to Send an officer to Harpers Ferry for the purpose o7 super-

vi sing· the construction of utwo redoubts ••• to make this place secure .u 

ll 
ir,,e have the tools, but no laborers, u he added. The two redoubts mentioned 

above, probably refer to the tw0 bastions that were to be ctdded to the 

oric_,inal line of earth breu.stworks constructed on Ca.mp Hill by Saxton 

on Hav 30 · one of these redoubts wc.s located just west oi' the .. rmory - J 

Superintende:1t 1 s House (Lrmory Dwelling ::;o. 25), and the other situated 

to the north of the first, covered -v:ashing-ton Street approc.cIL. (See 1:.J.ap I.) 

9. Eiles to Haj. F~. 
,_ 

Copelu.nd, June 8, 1862, Vol. LI, Part I, p.665. i~.t Ill 

10. 
"/, ~I , 

l'il j_ cs to Stanton, June 12, 1862, Vol. ,GI, Part III, p.378. 

11. Hiles to Stanton, June 13, 1862, Vol. :en, Part III, p.387. 
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On June 15, 1862, 1'.lajor General John E. 0 ool, the newly appointed 

corr~rrander. of the Hiddle Der-o.rtment -::.nd 8th .icrmy Corps, made his first 

inspection of fi:npers Ferry and reported to Stanton: 

1'I have exar.U.ned Horper 1 s Ferry, and find it in a very indefensible 

position. Colonel Hiles has but a very few troops he could dei;::nd on. 

He has 600 cavalry--ifow Yon:: Volunteers--without arms or horses. These 

uen will do no wor~::, nor, as the colonel says, anythirn; else, not havin0 

horses nor arms. The Haryland regiment Hill not leave the State for any 

other purpose. I thin~ four regiments ought to be ordered here at once. 
12 

rien capable of using the lar\·e guns should also be sent imxrrediutely. n 

In ;·:ool 's opinion, Harpers Ferry was ,,,a very importu.nt position in reference 

to Baltimore and viashington and for opcratin·'.J in ' .. estern Virginia, and in 

connection with the (?al timoro & OhiQJ railroad the latter is too important 

to the service to be neglected. 18 He therefore recommended that ''"a force 

sufficient to protect the bridge and railroad should be stationed there 

(at Harpers Ferri), and also to 0i ve protection to the troops in advcmce 
13 

of it under General Banr(s, Shields, and Fremont •• • u 

On the 15th i·,ool dirc;cted Col. l~tl.lr::s to trtctke measures to complete, 

without del<.w, the intrenchenents cornmandeci by him at Ca:np Hill, near 

Harper's Ferry.'' If the wori:: could not be performed by soldiers under 

lvliles' cormrrand, ~;ool then authorized tlw colonel to employ ne0ro slaves 

for the purpose of completing that fortification. hiles was further 
14 

dirocted to mount b'lfo more guns on the Camp Hill lines. 

12. 'iiool to Stanton, June 15, 1862, Vol. XII, Put III, pp.394-395. 

13. :.ool to Stanton, June 16, 1862, Vol. XII, Pc..rt III, pp.387-398. 

l'~. Specia.l Order 1fo. 7, June 15, 1862, Vol. Part I, p.788. 
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On June 20, 1862, t·:ool increased the strength of the Harpers Ferry 

garrison by dispatching- two regLtents and two artillery companies from 

Baltimore, the latter men for the purpose o:- manning the heavy guns. This 

force, about 2~ regiments, remained the normal garrison of Harpers Ferry 
l:.:> 

until September, 1862. The only other effort made by General \,ool to 

strenc:then in any ~'lay the fortifications at Harpers Ferry occurred on 

.rngust 28. On th'-'-t du.le, \:ool ordered Eajor r,:. 8. kodgers, 2ad Regiment, 

Eastern Shore of Maryland Volunteers, to report to Ho.rpers Ferry for the 

purpose o.i constructin<;; a blockhouse on l·;aryland Heights above the naval 

battery 1 to protect that position from a flank movom-nt by the •:;;ner:iy and 
16 

illco to secure possession of the heights. 

General ",wol later stated: ''\ .. hen I was at Harp1:r 's Ferry in :,ugust, 

I gave verbal orders to Colonel Hiles in regard to the intrenchmonts there. 

He had not completed the intrenchments, and I directed him how it should 

be done. He had not made embrasures (probably in the two new redoubts on 

the Camp Hill line~, and I tJ.lold him to do it imrnediately, in order that 

his men might be able to ascertain how to direct their guns. I directed 

him also to build an intrenchment on Bolivar Heights. nfterward ••• finding 

that he had not done so, I directed him perer~;torily to intrench ~olivar 

Heights, a:;:id to abatis Ca::ip Hill, which he, ho1vever, neglected doincr. He 

also n·3glected to build a blocic-house on Earyland Heights, which I directed 
17 

hiu to builci.n' 

15. ~:ool to Stanton, June 20, 1862, Vol. XII, Part III, p.416, also p.424, 
::::>- 8G7. 

16. Special Orders No. 77, .:mgust 28, 1862, Vol. XIX, Part I, p.789. 

17. Statement of ~laj. Gen. John E. :,.col, Get. 30, 1862, made before the 
Earners Ferry Hilitary Commission, Vol. .iCIX, Pu.rt I, p. 791; Engineer Capt. 
1::. ~ Powell was (_uestioncd by the co1:mission about the value of blockhouses 

,,, i~ , F 1· cll~S anci stated: 11'they arc not oi much importance in a posi t~on ou bury u.no. _,e .J , bl t b · · art11-
of that ~ind, except against infantry. •.:here the enemy is a e o .,ring 

them. they an~ but a trap.u P• 769. lery upon • _
88
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/iir.: 
This statement confirms

4
facts: First, that JV.tiles, other than co.:npleting 

tite hvo redoubts on the Camp Hill lines, did not erect any additional 

fortifications at Harpers Ferry durinq the three months interval following 

the Hay attack. Second, that even if he had constructed every fortifi-

cation recommended :ly General \;ool, the defensive works would still have 

been woefully inadequa-te in conparison to the actual requirements of the 

situation. It is thus clear t:rnt Genera.~. \·;ool did not exhibit any real 

imagination in his inspection of the Harpers Ferry defenses or afford Col. 

::iles >,·d th proper guidance on this question. 

On ~~overr.ber 3, 1862, the Harpers Ferry Hilitary Contmssion, after a 

careful investigation of all availabe evidence, reported in rei;Jards to 

GencrcLl \.ool: ""the officer who pl-.;.ced this incapable {Yol. Hiles] in 

command should share in the responsibility (of the surrende:ij, and in the 

opinion of the Commission 1-:i.ajor-General bool is fJUilty to this extant of 
18 

il grave disaster, and should be censured for his conduct. nr General ~:ool 

appears to have escaped lightly, for the lack of fortifications at Harpers 

Ferry al so would seem to have been a part of his IVesponsibili ty. ".,.nd in 

the writer's opinion, this Lei::: of fortificu.tions was the mu.jor factor, 

at least equal to 1·.iiles' foolish conduct o:C the defense, that contributed 

to the rapid capture of :forpers Ferry by nstonewallu Jackson, after a 

siege lasting only 81 hours. 

18. keport of Corruaission, lfov. 3, 1862, Vol. XL:, Pa.rt I, p.800. 
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1. 

Exi stinc_:; roads on ·foe surc..ti t of :.aryland. Eoi0·hts in 1861 

consi steG. of an 9ast.-1·,·est road crossinQ the mouni.:ain (~~L-' s :2icic:;e) at 

Solo:::non' s Gap. Fro'n this road, a.n old wood road led south tm.·ards Harp(.::rs 

Fc:rry a 1 onr'" tho crest of l·.iaryland Heiqhts to the southern end of the 

mountc.in. In the Lay-June, 1861, pcrioci, Confederate ::;olciiors constructed 

a ne\i a:::1d rough road 12ading frora Sa:1cly Hoo£ (see road :;u.r.:.~ed B, C on 

:lap I) up the eastern slope and arounc, the southern end of :aryland Heichts 

to the surnrrli t for the purpose of cpeninr;; communications with the Confederate 

stoch::ade that ·was erected on the tq;. of EL~ Eic:ige. In tho .1:~ugust-December, 

18Gl period, Union soldiers, under the conu11and of 1-J:ajor Gen.::ral Banks, 

further improved this road and also constructed a new road, lJ, C, which 

led from a point 1:est o:f the Potom&c railrou.d bridge up the w2st slope and 

around t:hG south end of Maryland 1-Ieights on to the summit. Th<::rne roads 

were ii.1provcd for the purpose of pcrmi tting the easy transfer of Federal 

artillery .:."r.::ir,, one siC.e of the mountain Lo th0 other c.nd also to the surnmi t. 

:0. Ground Cover: The ~·la.ryland Heights arec., with the exception of a few 

small sc<J.ttered farms with their adjoining fields, was covered uith forest 

and dense undergrowth in the 1861-1862 period. Very little clearing was 
1 

doJ:J.e by either t:.Ce Confederate or Federal forces prior to October, 1862. 

1. See Snell, C. '\·,., "',, Eeport on the Federal ?ortifications at Earpc.:rs 
Ferry, Va ••• Sept. 12-15, 1862,,... p.7, for iauch Sept., 1862, testimony on 
this point. i'i.lso Snell, C. ·.:., nHarpers Ferry Beco:nes a Fortress, Sept. 
21, 1862-0ct. 6, 1863/1 p.20. 
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"'· In f·~ay a.::iC. Jun::, 1861, Confederate soldiers con-

structed a stockaded rectangular-shGped fort, about 200 feet long)on the 

surruni t of Earyland Hei\:rhts and also clGared a pc::.rad0 ground around the 

work. The fort is reported to have been called ""Fort l-:ontgomery ." The 

exact site of this wor:: is not k:nmm, but it has been situated on Hap I 

on the basis of the only f.:nm-m clue-that the Fort was locateci. about l~,· 

miles ns:rth of the southern end of Naryland Heights. Fort l·:ontgomery was 

destroyed by the Confederates when they evacuated Harpers Ferry on June 15, 

1861, No other fortificationc were apparently constructed on i:laryland 

Eeights by the Confederates. 

On July 29, 1861, soldiers of the 3rd '.'isconsin Regiment, a part of 

Banks' div.ision, erected u. signal tower on the summit of llaryland Heiryhts. 

This structure was utilized from that date through the remainder of the 

year anc, W3.S probably still standing during the siege of harpers Ferry in 

September, 1862. ".,h;.:,t is in all probability Q drawin0 of this same log 

wor:.:::, HF-209, by ~l.. R. \.iauc;l, will be found on page 80 of C. 1.. Snell's 

1
" .•• Report on the Federal Fortiiica.tions a.t :Harp8rs Ferry ••• Sept. 12-15, 

1862.n 

On Hu.y 27-29, 1862, a cun position known generally as the ''IJaval 

:battery" and also, less commofhly as 18BG.ttery Stanton,""·vas established on 

the south l3nd and ·west slope 0£ l1arylc.cnd Heir:;·hts by Lieut. Daniels of 

the U • No.vy, actinrJ under orders fror:i Brigadier General kufus Saxton, 

U.S. Vcls. 3y l:u.y 31, 1862, this battery contained two 9-inch Dalhcrren 

guns ~nd one 50-pounder rifle that were left in this position and utilized 
2 

in the Septeraber, 1862, siege of Harpers Perry. so stationed at the 

2. See Snell, C. 1· .• , u,~ Report on the Federal Fortifications at Harpers 
Ferry ••• Sept. 12-15, 1862," p.14. 
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i:aval Battery and utilized during the lv:ay 25-31, 1862, ati.:ack, were a number 

of boat howitzers. These latter guns, houeve:r, were removed in June, 1862. 

It should also be noted that no fortifications were erected to protect the 

l,aval Battery in Na~r, 1862, and that, also, no clearinc: of forest was done 

arounc: the rJUn position at that time. These additions and changes 1;ere not 
3 

made until September 11 and 12, 1862. 

2. 

....... Ifoads: The principal 1861 road on the south side of the Shenandoah, 

opposite the tovm of Ho.rpers Ferry, was the Hillsborough-Harpers Ferry 

turnpil:e. This road 10d from the south end of the Shenandoah toll brid0e 

north alone;: the western base of Loudoun Eei(:hts, running around the north 

end of the mountain, and it then proceeded a short distance east and on 

reaching Loudoun Valley, the road then turned south and ran on to Hills-

borough and Leesburg-, Va. The turnpil:e, 30 feet wide, had been constructed 

in 1851. 

The second major road existing in 1861, today .Kn01m as the Pipertown 

road, lod from the south end o.f the Shenandou.h toll bridge up the west 

slope of Loudoun I:eights to near the surrn:nit of the Blue Ridr;Je and then 

proceeded on in a southerj{ly direction. The newest portions o.2 this ro:i.ci; 

namel:,c, that section leading fro~n the brid;;e up the W0Jst slope of the 

mountain, hQd been constructed in 1857. 

The sides and summit of Loudoun Heiqhts were alco traversed in 1861 

by a numLer of minor trails or logging· roads that hau been constructed in 

the 1820's by the U.S. 1irmory at Harp 0Jrs Ferry to bring- in wood from Loudoun 

3. Snell, C. 
1862, 11 p.8. 

1~he Federal Fortificu.tions at Harpers Ferry ••• Sept. 12-15, 
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Heig-M:s. 'I'he United States owned exclusive ·timber rights to l, 395 acres 
4 

of land located on that mountain. 

Strother's account of his visit to the sun1;dt of Loucioun Heights in 

July, 1861, also indicates that at lecist one small trail, probably the 

southern mo st one on Eap Eo. I, led from the su.m::d.t of the mountain dovm 

tl:e east slope into Loudoun Valley and to the Earpors Ferry-Eillsboroug·h 

turn::_::iit:e. The roo.d leading from tl1e Pipert:o·vm roe.cl up the west side to the 

summit, and also probably the northern ro,,.d from the surnmi t dm"'n the east 

side, if not built by Confederate soldiers in 1861, were certainly improved 

by them for the purpose of ;noving men, rupplies and artillery to the top 

of Loudoun Hei0hts. 

B. Ground Cover: From 1812 to 1860, the U.S. Government had utilized 

Loudoun Heights as a source of a wood supply for OP':.:rations at the Harpers 

Ferry r w).rmory. By 1851 most of the original forest had been cut off tho 

north side and crest of Loudoun Heights. In 1851 a forest fire had also 

s1,.;ept 200 acres of the west side of the mountain. opposite the L.8. L'.ifle 

Factor:,r. 'lhus in 1861, Loudoun Heights was still forested, but largely 
5 

covered by <:, younc:-· growth of trees not noro thu.n from 10 to 25 years old. 

In the Eay-June, 1861, period, Confederate soldiers also cleared the 

~·orest from a portion of the crest of the surmni t of the counta.in that 

Strothc:;r cstinated to be 1, 200 yards lonrJ by 300 yards Hide, around three 

fortifications erected at that point. 

4. Smith, Philip E., Jr., "'l·Iistory of Loudoun EeiQ"hts, 1813-1880/ .. dated 
June 9, 1959, pp.20, 22-23. 

5. Ibid.., p.21. 
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C. Pre-Civil i.~ar Builciinc: on Loudoun }ieirrhts 

Located at the foot of the western base of Loudoun Heights, on the 

east side of th:; Harpers Ferry Turnpike, wore ,·,rmory Dwellin,)s Eo. 9 anci 

10, two stone dwellings, the :first a brc-story and the second a cne-story 
6 

house. so located on the surru11i t of the mountain on the 'C .S. woodland, 
7 

in scattered locations, were tho log cabin.s of five squatters. The exact 

sites of these dwelling are not l::n01m. 

D. Fortifications: In lla.y, 1861, Confederate soldiers constructed 

three blockhouses, probably build of 109s, on the summit of Loudoun Heights. 

The three buildings were roofed and situuted in such a position so as to 

l::e able to support one another by their fire in the event of c:.n attac:::. 

The exact location of these bloc.::hous,.;s is not ~::nown. The positions given 

on 2·Iap I are ·~herefore merely hypothetical. Th2se three :fortifications 

were sti 11 standing· as late as the end of Nay, 1862. 

3. 

Ground Cover: '.l'his hill 1'aS also KilOV.ffi .J.S usmi:1lhmod 1 s :fill or 

In 1861 the crest and west slope of Bolivar 

Heights, ·were covered with pine forests and a heavy undergrov:th of bushes. 

The ea:::;t slope, probably Smallwood's farmlanc:, was cleared and used as 

camp grounds by both Confederate' and Federc..l forces. 

L. Fortifications: In lviay and June, 1861, the Confederates erected a 

battery on the north end of Bolivar Heights, in a position Oilerlookinq the 

Potomac, for the purposes of controllirn) the approc' ches to Harpers Ferry 

from the west anc' north. The exact location of this battery is un.t:nown 

6. Snell, C. nrrhe To·,m Of Harpers Ferry in 1859,u p.13. 

7. Smith, P. R., Jr., 1'1Iistcry of Loudoun Eeigh·ts,n pp.21-22. 
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and the position given on Hap I is therefore only hypothetical. No earth­

works or other fortifications were erected on i3oli var Heishts by ci ther 

<lrr:i.y in the 1861-£·.iay 31, 1362, perioO.. 

4. Camp Eill 

In l·~ay and June, 1861, the Confederate army constructed a battery, 

protected by earthwor~::s, on the northeast slope of Camp Hill. This -won:: 

was located just below the Harr::ers Cemetery, and aclj acent to the west 

sicie of Honument Bldr:;. No. rn,;·.-st. John's Protestant Episcor::;al Church. 

A second battery may have Leen situated on the smn.rni t of Camp Hill to the 

west and north of the first, overlookin'} the Potomac and th::; to-wn of Loli var. 

The evidence on the existence and location of the second battery, however, 

is not cleo.r and a hypothetical position only has been indicated on l.lap I. 

1:0 other fortifications were erected by the Confederates on Camp F.ill. 

On Hc.l.y 30, 1862, whilE: threatened by JacKson's army, Brigadier General 

Rufus Saxton had a line of earth intrenchrnents hastily thrown up by Federal 

soldiers on the western edge of Camp Eill. 'l'hi s fortification extended 

from the tcp of the bluffs overlool;:ing the Potomac on the north to tho 

cliffs above the Shenandoah on the south, and were designed to block the 

dpproaches from Bolivar to the west. 

In tho period Juno 13-.~u<:;ust 31, 1862, this line of earthv;or};::s was 

cc1ple·~ed by Col. Dixon S. Hiles and two redoubts added to the oric;:,inctl 

breastwori:s. One redoubt ~vas located just west of the ;:.rmory Superintend3nt' s 

House (;'.rmory Dwellinc ~fo. 25) and the second on ',;ashingi:on Gtrest. 

l-\.rmory Dwellinc; No. 25 served as the Headquarters of Col. Thomas J. 

Jackson from al:out 1,!ay 8 to Hay 23, 1861; and as tha.t of Briqadier General 

Joseph :L. Johnston, C.S.~L, fro1~1 l:ay 23-June 15, 1861. Fror.:i July 21 to 
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July 25, 1861, the house was next occupind as the headquarters of :H:i.jor 

General Robert Patterson, U.S .... , and from July 25 tc about July 31, 1861, 

it was used fnr tho sane purpose by :J:aj or General r;cd:.hani el P. Ba:1~:s. 

The Large and Small Lrsenal buildin:J,S and Eusl:ct Factory Bldc:. ~:o. 

8-the Carpenter's Shor.-, Saw :,Jill c.nd Grindin9· Hill, were firc~d anc.~ ciestroyed 

by Federal se:ldiers at 10 p.m., ... pril 18, 1861. The reraainin; l·fos.:et 

Factor;" and i~iflc Factory buildings were then seized by Confederate force;::;. 

'l'hese structures anci. the .. rrr.ory Dvmllinc:; houses were utilized as barrac.:s 

for the Confederate soldiers. Fromio.pril 28 to <J.bout Hay 7, Col. Jaci:son's 

heaciqua.rters were loc'--ted at the tc:.ger r:ouse Hotel, ·wlcich was situateci 

on ',.ager Lots :w. 6, 7 and 8. ;~ft er renovin9 most of the arms producing 

mac;.linery, the l':lus~et ./actory builci.ings, wi tJ:1 the exception of BldcJ. 1, -~he 

fire engine hou~e; Bldi;. 12, the 

\arehous.2; and Bld'J• Ee. 12, the Cmith and Forging Shop, were fired 3.::td 

ciestroyeu. by fhe Con.L'ederatcs at 6: 30 a..r~t. ~on June l'~, 1861. The 

B&C I,'ailr ;:iu.tl 1 s ~L«.:dcm Foto:TLac ];)riC.qe at Eiarpers Perry ua.s also destroyed 

at the same time. 

Eet1~en June 20 and 28, 1861, ConfeC.~rato forces again returned to 

tmm cci.u destroyed by fire tl-10 nine builc:in;s mu.;:ing up the: -c· .:.~. Id fle 

Factor=:, locc.tod on the Lo1rer Eall Islc.nc.i on the 3hena:lcioa!.1, &nd also the 

>;ooci.en Shenanc~oah '1.
1011 Eridge. Un vch).:)er 17 or 16, 1861, Confed::rate 

coldir.Hs also burnrd and des~roycd h.brahu.m .1. Herr's stone flour mill 

(Bldg. No. 2) on the Islaad 0£ Virginius. 

Cn February 7, 1862, Federal forces cronsed over into Harpers Ferry 

£rc:n SanC:.y Ilook a.au burned the pri v~1L:cly owned builuins;s that uerQ loca~ed 
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on the old ,,a.qer ?erry Lot, Lots i;o. l to 10, in the lower -~0111 of Harpers 

Ferry. 

Cn February 26, 1862, Federal forces occupied E~rp~rs Ferry in force 

und retai;:i-,d possession o.:: the toFn until September 15, 1862. Cn Harch 18, 

1862, the i)L,D J:\:ai lroad co:~1!_".Jletcd a now railro-,d brid92 c.cross the Potor;vw 

a.nd by the 29th of thctt month, the line was F:-opc,_mned its entire distance 

:from Baltimore to th2 west for the first time since June 1·1, 1861. 

During the Fecieral occupation of Harpers Ferry, Fcbruary-Septe.mDcr, 

1862, the bur;:1t Hus~;::et Factor~- buildinc;s .::inci th<; firs~ flocr of the Large 

_-.rsenc.l, the lJ.tter located on old "-·::i:-se:1al Sc,uarG, ·were re-roofed and 

utilized as ;:uartcrmaster and Comr:dssary Depots -"'or both the troops u.t 

Earpers Ferry and the Federal forces in the Sl1ena.nGoa:!:', Valley. By Earch 2 , 

1862, the ~ inchester anci Poto;J&C ~~ailroc- J :,ad ctlso Leon repo_ired its ~ni:ire 

uistance :from :rarpers Ferry to \.inchi.cster, for the l)Urpose of fon1ardin:J 

supplies to the troops in the Shenandoah Valley. The Ll.rscnal or ordnance: 

depot at 1:-Jilrpers Ferry in the Fetruar~r-ScptemL":)r, 1862, period was located 

at the U.S. IUfle Factory on the Lower :Lll Island. 

Colonel Dixon S. J:J:il:::s' headc.:j:iarters, co~::-u.nanciing- at Ifarpers Ferry from 

1{3.rch 29 to E:eptember 15, 1862, 1·1as located at a house situated on Shenandoah 

Street, probably 1-.lonument l3ld9 ... o. 36. :dis heddquarters uere also utilized 

by lJrigadier-Gcner:::.l :rcufus Saxton for the s;:u;1e purpose from :1:ay 25-2S, 1862, 

durincr J ac'..:sor1 1 s attaci: on the town. 

6. I'.elc.ti ve }lilit<:.:ry~))~Eortcrnce of Various Sections 

The relative militcuy importance or value to the Uniteu States Governnent 

of each of t~te five sections that torreth. r cor.tprised the mili ta:i;i position 

k:no~·m as 1'1:£c:.rpers Ferry, is perhaps best reveuled by the period of tim0 

that F-cderal forces held each position, :,_:rom 1061-65. The following-
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information hus ':;een com.pilEf,(fr01J the four reports that ma:::e up this Civil 

·.;ar series. 

'This posi ~ion was the; defensive key to the entire 

116.rp• .. rs .?erry position anc~ could perhaps be best characterized by the title 

of uthe bastion of the Union/"' :l·lcir;;lanci Eeiqhts 1·:as thus in constant 

possession of Federal forces from July 3, 1861, to June :.o, 1265, with 

c;xception of only 16 days total in this entire period. The two exceptions 

were: First, 4 p.m., September 13 to 1 p.I::i .• , September 20, 1862, -::ic;-ht 

days. Second, a.1~1., June 30 to 11 a.m., July 7, 1863, eic:ht days. 

Confederu.ie forces occupied Haryland Heig-hts from: 

1. ~lay 6 to June 15, 1861. 

2. from 11:30 p.m., September 13 to eveninc··, September 18, 1862, 6 days. 

3. somo s~irmishers 1·,:-erc on the Ileights in t!1e period July 5,.to l .. paIJ1., 

July 7, 1863, 2 days. 

B. C!aiJD Hill and Low·:Jr Town: Held ty Union forces from: 

1 
J_ • July H to i~ugust 17, 1861. 

2. From February 25 to 10 a.r:i.., Septeuber 15, 1862. 

From September 23, 1862, to evenin0 of June 17, 1863. 

4. From aftornoon, July 14, 1863, to 7 p.m., July 4, 1864. 

5 •. ~.: .. , July 8, 1864, to June 30, 1865. 

Confederate forces held the position from: 

1. 10 p.m., ;~pril 18 to June 15, 1861. 

2. Frora 10 a.m., Septer::iber lS to eveninr,_., September 18, 1862, 4 days. 

ti. Prom p.m., June 17, to rnornin(J, July 11, 1863, 27 days. 

4. From 9 p.m., July 4, to evenirnJJJuly 7, 186L1, 4 days. 
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C. Bolivar Heiahts: Held by Union forces: 

1. July 14 to August 17, 1861. 

2. February 25 to 7 p.m., i1ay 30, 1862. 

3. h.M., ~·~ay 31to10 a..m., September 15, 1862. 

4. From September 23, 1862, to evening June 17, 1863. 

5. From afternoon July 14, 1863, to A.M., July 4, 1864. 

6. From morning July 8, 1864, to June 30, 1865. 

BolivQr Heights was held by Confederate forces from: 

l. 10 p.m., .April 19, 1861, to June 15, 1861. 

2. 7 p.m., May 30 to , May 31, 1862, about eight hours. 

3. 10 a.m., September 15 to evening, September 18, 1862, 4 days. 

4. Evening June 17 to rnorninr;;, July 14, 1863, 27 days. 

5. ii.l"i., July 4, 1864, to eveni11g July 7, 1864, 4 days. 

D. Loudoun Hej_g:hts: Held or under control of Union Forces: 

l. July 14 to August 17, 1861. 

2. February 25 to ha.y 28, 1862 • 

. 3. h.1-i .• , Hay 31 to September 12, 1862. 

4. September 22, 1862, to evening, June 17, 1863. 

5. ;l.fterncon, J11ly 14, 1863, to a.m., July 4, 1864. 

6. Lorning, July 8, 1864, to June 30, 1865. 

Confederate forces held Loudoun Heights from: 

l. Hay 6 to June 15, 1861. 

2. , r.:ay 29 to ,~.E., May 31, 1862, 3 days. 

3. 10 a.m., September 13 to evenin<;;;, Septembor 18, 1862, 6 days. 

4. Evening, June 17 to morning, July 14, 1863, 27 days. 

5. n.il[., July 4 to evening-, July 7, 1864, four days. 
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'l.'hese charts indica.te by the efforts made to defend them, that the 

Federal cormnanders considered llaryland Heights to be the most important 

position, followed second by the Camp Hill line, then by Bolivar Heights, 

and finally and le.st in importance for defensive purposes, Loudoun Heights. 

Charles ',,. Snell 
Historian (PdrK. Supervisory) 
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JUJE 30, 1861, TO JLr:;E 8, 1862. LLSO CCI~-

IN JU:'1E, 1861 



O.R.S.L, Vol. II, 
pp.867-868, 861-862 

The Confederate Army Occupyinq Harpers Ferry, Va., 
under the Command of Briqadier-General Joseph E. 

Johnston, on Hay 23, 1~61. 

1. 1£fantr:y 

1st Virginia Regiment, l.iajor F. G. S.idnner. 
2nd Virginia Regiment, Col. James v:. Allen. 
3rd Virginia Regiment, Lieut. Col. William D. Stuart 
4th Virginia Regiment, Col. James F. ;prcston. 
5th Virginia Regiment, Col. ~enton Harper. 
4th ;1.1abama Regiment, 
2nd l'iississippi Regiment, Col. ~:. C. Falkner. 
11th Hi ssi ssippi Regiment, Col. Stephen Hoo re. 
One Maryland battalion, about 630 men, Lieut Col. George H. Steuart. 
One Kentucky battalion, four companies, about 50Cl men, Lieut. Col. 

Blanton Duncan. 

2. Caval:r;y 

8 companic-·s of Virginia Cavalry, 300 men, Lieut. Col. J.B.B. Stuart. 

3. ;~rtillery 

One naval battery, Lieut. C. H. Fauntleroy, C.S.havy, four 32-pounder guns. 
Captain John D. Imboden's Virginia battery, six guns. 
Captain T llia.-n TT. Pendleton's Virginia battery, four guns. 
il,.burtis Battery, 2 suns. 
Grove's battery, 2 guns. 
One other company of Virginia artillery, 2 guns. 

Total of force, about 8,000 men, of who:n some 7,300 were fit for duty and 
well armed on Hay 23, 1861. 

Regiments ;~rri vi:qg a.t Earpers Fcrr;y:, :Hay 24.-June 14 1 1861 

7th Georgia Re0iment, Col. Lucius J. Gartell - arrived June 12, 1861, p.922. 
1st Tennessee E:egiment, Col. Peter Turney - arrived June 12, 1861, pp.922, 898 
10th Virginia, Col. P. Hill - left Harpers Ferry, June 14, 1861, p.471 
13th Virginia, Col. B. Gibbons - left Harpers Ferry, June 14, 1861, p.471. • 
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c .s.r, Vol. II, p.187 

iilistract fron monthly report or .on g. Gen. Joseph E. Johnston 1 s 
di vision, or .i",_rmy of the Shenandoah (C.8 • .t' •• ), for June 30, 1861 

Present for duty. 
Comm .ndirn; ufficer Troops Infantry Cavalry 

Officers Een Off. Men 

Colonel Jackson ....... First Brigade 128 
Col. 
Brig-. 
Col. 
Col. 
Q~l. 

F. Q ..., . Bartm; •••• Second Brigade 155 
Ge:i. Bee •••••••• Third Brigade 161 

ii. Elzey •••••••• Pourth Brigade 156 
J.E.D. Stuart.First Virginia Cavalry 0 
1"'.:... 

,~ 

l;. Currmtin9-s .Virc;·inia Volunteers 14 

Total ••••.•••.••••• 614 

"'-c;c,reqate 12resent for duty. 

General Staff .•..•.••....•.•••.•.. 32 
Inf fu Lt T"'5i' • fl • • • • •••••••••••• w ra •• 10 , 010 
cR,ralr:y. . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . • . 334 
;~tillery..................... 278 

10,654 

2,043 0 0 
2,391 Ol 0 
2,629 0 0 
2,106 0 0 

0 21 313 
227 0 0 

9,396 21 313 

.:.rtillery 
Off. Een 

4 81 
3 59 
4 78 
4 45 
0 0 
0 0 

15 263 



O.R.S.I, Vol. II, p.187 

.ilbstract from return of the Department of Pennsylvania, commanded 
by ~Iaj or-General Robert Patterson, June 28, 1861. 

Com.'Uandinr;r Ofl.'icer Troops Present for duty. 

-, ' 
DVL: • 

Haj. 

, f ' 
;.'1aJ. Gen. 

Gen. ' II. "' . 

Infa:1try Cavalry 
Off. Een Of;:. Hen 

Geo. Ca0.1\Talader 
First division 322 6,637 11 307 
.i.:eim 2nd division 322 6 -no 3 74 

Total . .............. 644 13,0~7 14 381 

~iqgreqate present for duty. 

Infantry ••••••••.•••••••••••• 13,691 
Cavalry...................... 395 
,~rtillerv.................... 258 

14,31'1 

hrtillery 
Off. Hen 

7 251 
0 c 

7 251 

v:i th the e:weption of the 4th Connecticut Infantry, 4 coupan.ies of 
United States Cavalry, and three companies of United States artil­
lery, this force -vms cor,1posed entirely of three months' troops. 



From General Orders, ho. 36 
By order of ~~aj or-General l:3a:1ks: 

F~obt. llia.ms, 
tissi stant ;;.djutant-General. 

C.R.S.I, Vol. LI, Part I, 
pp.428-429 

:ID(dRS, Dept. Of the Shenandoah. 
Sandy Hoo£, July 29, 1861. 

••• II '.l'he following organization of brigades will go into effect at once ••• 

First Brigade 

Col. Georr;;e II. Thomas, Second Cavalry, commandin(J bric;,ade. 

Second U.S. Cavalry, Col. Geor~e E. Thomas 
Philadelphis City ~roop 
Section l~ew Yor~;: 9th (Col. StileS) 
Ithocie Island L:attery, Ca.pt. Fwynolds. 
19th [ew Yor~c Volunteers. 
28th i;ew Yor;.( ¥olun:teers, Col. Donnelly. 
28th Pennsylvania Volunteers, Col. Geary, John T 

2nd Pennsylvania Volunteers, Col. i':'.ann. 

Second Briqad~ 

Col. J. J. iThercrombie, 7th Infantry, commanciin:-r bri~'ide. 

First .. l.rtillery Eatter::,r, ~~aj or Doubleday 
2nd Eassachusetts Volunteers, Col. Gordon Q~eg·iment IIi story by luint, GlonzQ:) 
12th :1assachusetts Volunteers, Col. ~<ebster 
16th Indiana Volunteers, Col. Haci.::lerncJ.n. 
12th Indiana Volunteers, Col. \'allace. 

Third Jrioade. 

Col. Charles P. Stone, 14th Infantry, commanding brigade. 

Fourth .. rtillery Battery, Capt. Perkins. 
9th 1~ew Yorlc Volunteers, Col. Stiles. 
3rd ",'isconsin Volunteers, Col. Hanil ton. 
5th l:ew Yor.:~ Volunteers. 
1st ~:ew Eu..'npshire Volunteers, Col. Tappan 

l·lustered out July 29: 20th Pennsylvania I~egiment, Col. ·.:illiar., H. Gru.y. 
21st Pennsylvania Regimr.:=nt, Col. John F. Ballier. 
Lic;·ht f,_rtillery, Rhode Island, Capt. Thompdns. 

pctge 430 l~ustered out Juihy 30, 1861- 5th anci 12th Le1; Yori.c regiments. 

page 431 July 31, 1861-6th Connecticut regirnfcnt, Col. 'l'ho:1as, assigned to First Brig·ade. 

pc...""e 432 1st ::c~: Ga,,pshire E'or;iment mustered out 1>.ugust 1, :!.861. 



C.E.S.I, Vol. V, p.719 

Eeport of Chas. 8. Tripler, Surgeon and 1ledical Director of the 

~~rmy of the Potomac to General 5. \.illia::.is, ~ .. ssistant :.djutant 

General, }i.rmy o.:: the Potomac, February 6, 1862 - extract from: 

E,1.1,,,:1 S DIVISION 

Brigade and Regiment Mean Streng·th Total Sick 

27th Indiana ••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,005 
9th Ne',: Yori;: Sta·~e llilitb ....•.... 1,016 
2nd l:Iassachusetts Volunteers....... 990 
29th Ponnsylvaaia Volunteers ••••••• 916 
28th Pennsylvania Volunteers ••••••• 1,551 
46th Pennsylvania Volunteers ••••••• 934 
19th iJei:: Yori( Volunteers........... 664 
13th Lassachusetts Volunteers •••••• 1, 005 
1st Earylait d Volunteers. • • • • • • • • • • • 912 
12th iiassachusetts Volunteers •••••• 1,008 
Fourth ~lrtillery, Co1;1pany F E First 
Pennsylvania .c>rtillery, Company ••·. 198 
First Hichic;;-an Cavalry ••••••••••••• 1, ~.21 
Third "l.isconsin Volunteers......... 935 
30th Pennsylvania Volunteers ••.•••• 651 
16th Inciiana .. "'" .••..... " ...... • 11 •. 882 
7 ConpanLs 1st Virginia Regiment 
Volunteers ..... a II................... 725 
Second Eome Brigade, 28th hew York 
Volunteers .•...••.....••...•••••.. s 706 
5th Co~necticut Volunteers ••••••••• 935 
12th Indiana Volunteers •.•.•••••.•• 958 
First Regiment Eome Brigade........ 895 
Division Hospital at Frederick City, 

Total ••••••••••••••••••• 18,007 

33 
29 
62 
23 
25 
51 
31 
11 
14 

4 

9 
62 
34 
20 
70 

33 

36 
20 
15 
90 

1, 05 9 

Percentage. 

3.28 
2.85 
6.26 
2.51 
1.61 
5.46 
~.67 

1.09 
1.53 
e.4o 

4.54 
5.53 
3.64 
3.07 
7.93 

5.10 
2.25 
1.57 

10.05 

5.88 



O.R.S.I, Vol. V, p.732 

Jl.bstract from return of tho Lrmy of the Potomac, co;:nmanded by 
Haj • Gen. George D. :i.·1cClellan, U.S. ~.;.rmy, for the rr.onth of 

February, 1862. 

Present for duty 
Officers l·'.len 

Total present ..:l.rtillery 
Corrunands. Stations and absent Eeavy Field 

Banl\:s' division Charlest01-m, Va. 565 13,671 16,801 0 32 

Sedgewi cl<' s di vi sion-Hctrper / s 
F rry 

e 

Engineer Battalion-Sandy 
r,;d. 

,. 
noo.:.:::, 

367 

2 

9,104 11,470 0 18 

197 270 0 0 



C.K.S.I, Vol. XII, Part III, 
p.211 

;.\bstract from return of the railroc:.d brigade, Hiddl0 Department, 
Col. Dixon S. J:•.)j_les, Second U. S. Infantry, commanding for Hay 

20, 1862. 

Co.rrn:nand Present for duty 
Officers l.J.en 

'I'otal 
present 

Total present 
and absent Harper's Ferry,'. .• Va. (HOs) ••••••• 3 

~,~"inchester, Va ....•• Ill •••••••••••••• 35 
Charlesto'l·:n_, Vi:i ••••••••••••••••.•••. 30 
Sir John's 11.un, 1,,·. Va •.••.••••••••• 35 
Opposite '~.illiamsport ••••••••.••••• 7 
E:olay Rous~, l·~cl .....•••........• " .• 34 
Beltsville, I\ld ••• = •••••••••••••••• • 28 
Ellicott's l::il:ts, J:.Id ••••••••••••••• 3 
Honcac;z Bridue, l:d ••••••••••••••••• 32 

Total .................... all 2 0 7 

0 
843 
672 
853 
194 
852 
384 

97 
6L18 

4,543 

Composition of Railroad Brigacie, Eay 20, 1862. 

1st Di::>trict Columbia, Col. J ...... Tait. 
10th J.ia.inc, Col. G. L • .::3ea1. 

3 
921 
755 
908 
218 
925 
454 
103 
7G6 

4,993 

1st Earyland (Potomac Home :brigade), Col. 1 P. I·l:aulsby. 
4th Earyland Potomac Home Bric;;ade, (3 co;:apanies), Capt. C, '•• ~:elsh. 

3 
939 
833 
927 
268 
938 
502 
103 
847 

5,360 

1st Maryland Cavalry, Potomac Ho:i:t·3 Brigade, (1 company), Capt. E • .:': ... Cole,. Patapsco (Hd.) Guards, Capt. T. S. HcGo.mn. 
60th Lew Yor~::, Col. ~,,. 1:3. Goodrich. 
8th ::e1: York Cavalry, Lieut. Col. C. L Babi H. 
54th Pennsylvania, Col. J.E. Campbell. 

Middle Departrr,ent, :Iaj. Gen. John JJix, 
Commanding, Eay 20, 1862. 

-! Of:-



Col. Dixon S. Hiles, 2nd U.S. Inf., Chlef of Staff. 

First Briuade: Led by ::Jrig. Gen. James Cooper, arrived S a.m., Lay 25. 

1st District of Columbia Ieegt., Col. J. ,·~. 1'ait, 6 co;::ipanies, arrived a.m., 
i'·lay 2t.i:. 

3rd ~·iaryland, Col. D. ?. De',itt, arrived 2:15 p.:r:.., Hay 25. 
102ncl. :Jew Yori;:, Lieut. Col.'"· I-:l.ayward, arrived a.r:t., ?'·.lay 27. 
109i::h Pennsylvania, Col. E. J. Stainroc1::::, arrived 9 a.n., Lay 25. 
111 th Fennsyl vania, Col. :"" Schlctuded:er. 
8th and 12th U.S. (batt'n), Capt. T. L. Fitcher, ,171 men, arrived p.rn., liay 26. 
lsi.: i;ew Yor.k: 1·~rtill:;ry 1 .b0:Ltery L, Cctpt. John"\.• Leynolci.s, 6 guns, arrived 9 a.m. 

:,ay 26. 
5th ~iew '{or.:~ Cavalry, 4 companies, Li:aj. G. E. Gardner, arrived fro.-n ·,,inchester, 

r:ie~1. 

Led by G::n. John F. i::low;h, arrived 2venin::., :.;::_y 29. 

3rd D:::L.i1:are, Col. c. Hedden, 750 :nen, arriveu 5:30 a.m., 1;.:i:' 26. 
Purnell Lec;.--ion, Col. • ..• J. Leonaru, 500 i~,e:c, <uri ved 9 a .n., l·.li3.y 26. 
11th 1;31; Yor~~ l·.i:ilL:ia, Col. 1·1u.idlto~:f, probably a.rri ved r:ay 27. 
60-l:h ~:ow Yor,:, Col. ". :c_;;, Goodrich, GOG ,,1en, arrived 10 u..1:1., Ea.y 25. 
78th :,eu Yor~-. Co! .• J. Dlma.::i., probnbly -:::rr:i.vsd :b:.: 27. 
lst i:e.J Yor~:: ~-~rtillery, I'.~ttery IE:, Ca.r:.ot. L. Crounc:e, 6 i:;-;uns, arri vecl r:,.1:i.., 

26. 
lst ::ar";l'.:1.nci Cctva.lr:z, {.Dattu.lion), ~:aj. 
'l'ctal present in Brigade June 8, 1862: 

G. E. Dc<~ns, clrrivced 9 u..m., 
2,689 officers u.ncl men. 

~~'lY 25. 

Naval ~etacl~ent and battery, Lieut. C. n. Danieis, U.8. ~avy, 300 sailors, 
"t·:itl, ni.lvctl c;,;uns, arrived :Iu.y 27. 

1st La.rylc:nd (PotoEac Eo.ne Jrigad:;), Col. ·,,,. F. baulsby 1 about 790 .:U'3lt, 

arrived Flay 24- 25. 
8th :.ew York: Cavalry, di s; .. ount:ed, Lt. Col. C. [. ~~~abit·t, 600 men, prol:ably 

arrived 1·1ay 26-27. 
,.J:.,cut 180 othor solc'ti( rs£ 2roi:x>Ll-;- f:ccm units list on l•~ay 20, 1862, rc;tur~1. 
'I'o"·:·l · .·;·ou·,_ 1 °7r: o"·"i'cors· -~-1 r.1"'··1 L d..,,_ .. 1.,,,,;..J L I') U J.. J. 0.1..l-......t. i.. -.:;;,, • 

10 p.r.c., J.:ay 25: 2,500 men. 

9 e<.u., :-~ay 26: 6,700 men. 

-!o9-



O.R .~,Vol.XII, Part I, 
p.717; Vol. XII, Part III, 
p.879. 

The Organizatio~ of th~ Confederate Forces 
Commanded by Lieutenant-General T. J. Jackson 

in his Attack: on Ha,;i:Eers Ferry, Hay 28-31< 1862 

First Briaade 

Brig. Gen. Ch--rles S. Linder 

2nd Virginia Regt.-758 men, Col. J. \·i. Allen. 
c. A. Ronald. 4th Virginia Regt .-840 men, Col. 

5th Virginia Regt .-902 
27th Virginia Regt .-418 
33rd Virainia Reqt.-763 

men, 
men, 
men« 

Col. 
Col. 
Col. 

1;,. S. H. Baylor. 
A. J. Grigsby. 
John F'. Neff. 

l~pril 18 t 1862 3,081 men 

Col. J. Campbell (of 48th Va. Regt.) 

1st Virginia Battalion, P.k~.c.s., 366 men, Capt. B. \,. Leigh. 
21st Virginia regiment, 600 men, Col. John 1:. Patton. 
42nd Virginia Regiment, 750 men, Naj. Henry Lane. 
4 8th Vi rgi ni a;....;;;r._e.,.a""i;;.;;m""'e-'n•t·'-''--------8-'0-'0___.m""'e_n .... ,..__L_t-.:;... -'Qo 1 • Thomas S • Garnett • 

April 18, 1862 2,516 men 

Col. Samuel V. FulK:erson ( 37th Va. Regt.) 

10th Virginia Flegt., 700 men, Col. E. T. H. "\:arren. 
23rd Virginia h'.egt., 600 men, Col. ... G. Taliaferro. 
37th Virqini.a I?egt., 900 meni " ' • .:.aJ. T. v. \:illiams. 

April 18, 1862 2,200 men 

Total infantry in Division April 18, 1862: 7,797 men. 

Cavalry, under Col. Turner Ashby, 20 companies at 60 mGn per company, 
total, 1,200 men. ' 

Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 
Capt. 

Joseph Carpenter's Vct. battery, four guns. 
1:illiam H. CasJ.de's Va. (Hampden) battery, four guns. 
Carrington's battery, four guns. 
1,-,. E. Cutshaw' s battery, four <;_,:runs. 
'.~illiar:t T. Poague's Va. (Rockbridge) Battery, six guns. 
George~·;·. \i~oodinq's Va. (Danville) battery, _four guns. 

Total, 26 field guns. 



O.k.S.J., Vol. XII, Part I, 
pp.717-718, June 8, 1862 

Jackson's C.S.Army, Jviay 28-31, 1862 

Haj or-General Richard S. Ewell's Third Di vision 

Second Brigade 

3rigadier General George H. Steuart. 

1st J:v:aryland Regiment, Col. Bradley T. 
Johnson. 

44th Virg·inia Reg-iment, Col. ~ .. C. Scott. 
*52nd Virginia ke0t., Lt. Col. James II. 

Skinner. 
*58th Virginia Regt., 

Seventh Driaade 

nrig. Gen. Isaac R. Trimble. 

15th Alabama, Col. Ja.r.:i.es Cantey. 
21st Geon_da, Col. John T. l;~ercer. 

16th ~1ississippi 1 Col. Carnot Posey. 
21st North Carolina, Col. \,. \·:. 

J:3.rkland. 

~rtillery (Batteries) 

Capt. J. B. Brod~enbrough' s ba ttery-4 
pieces 

Capt. ;;.. Ji. Courtney's Battery-6 pieces 
Capt. John l<. Lusk' s battery-4 pieces 

*Capt. Charles I. Raine's battery-4 pieces 
*Capt. l<illia.rn H. Rice's battery-4 ;ei~ 

22 field 0'Uns 

Fourth Brigade 

Brig. Gen. ~rnold Elzey. 

*12th Georgia, Col. z. 'I'. Conner. 
13th Virc;-inia, Col. J. t .. \~alker. 

*25th Vir9inia, Lt. Col. Patrici( B. 
Duffy. 

*31st Virr:rinia, Col. John S. Hoffman. 

Eie;hth Briaade 

Brig. Gen. Richard Taylor. 

6th Louisiana, Col. Isaac G. Semour. 
7th Louisiana, Col. H. T. Hays. 
8th Louisiana, Col. · H. :C. Kelly. 
9th Louisiana, Col. Leroy~. Stafford. 
\,heat's Battalion, Haj or C. R. 1·:heat. 

&bout 500 men) 

2nd Virginia, Col. Thomas T. Euford. 
6th Virginia, Col. Thomas S. Flournoy. 
Chew' s Battery. 

*Troops under the command of Brigadier General Edward Johnston on March 18, 
1862-see Vol. XII, Part III, pp.828-829, also Part I, :r:;.487. 'l'hese number 
2,784 tot~l presen~, March 18, 1862. 

E1·:ell's division, i'~pril 16, 1862, numl.::.ered over 8,000 men, plus about 500 
effective cavalry, see Vol. XII, Part I, p.851. 

-JI;~ 



O.R.S.I, Vol. XII, Part III, 
p.362 

2'.i.bstract from Eeturn of 8i0cl 's Division, Dep:utment of the 
~henandoah, for June 8, 1862. 

Present for duty 
Officers Hen 

Total Prese:at Total Present 
and absent 

Artiller:r 
Field Commanci 

1st (CoopJr's) 
:Jri0ac,e, at ~:erns-
tovm 169 
2nd (Slough's) 
Eri<;'rade a.t "i"in-
chester 144 

Total ••••••••••• 313 

3,323 3,599 6 

2 482 2 689 3 598 3 
5,805 6,288 8,103 9 

J.:emarkc: "'\t I~arper's Ferry there are stc,tioned, under comr:iand of 
Colonel Liles, about 2,000 men; the greatest part home guard and 

militia. 

Composition of Sigel's Division, June 8, 1862. 

First :Crigade 
Brig-. Gen. J a.mes Cooper. 

1st District of Colunibia, Col. J. ii. 
Tait. 

3rd Eary land, Col. D. P. De\';°i tt. 
102nd l:ie1·v Yori; Lieut. Col. ~:. Hayward. 
109th Pennsyl vu.nia, Col. H. J. Stainroo":. 
11th Pennsylvania, Col. E. Schlaudeck:er. 

8th and 12th U.S. (batt'n), Capi::. '.L'. L. 
Pitcher. 

1st Ne11J Yori: Artillery, Du.ttery L, Capt. 
John ·'-. E'.eynolds. 

5th :;ev.: Yor.~ Cavalry (4 companies), Eaj. 
G. Gardner. 

Second Bricade ------ot..?<--

3rig. Gen. John P. Slough. 

3rd Delaware, Col. ~ .• C. I~edclen. 
Purnell Ler_;ion, Col. ~-. J. Leonard. 
11th ;:ffw Yon:: 1.'.ilitia, Col. J. 

:.:aidhoff. 
60th ~~e1; York, Col. -;; • 13. Goodrich. 
78th l;·ew York, Col. D. Ullman. 
1st ~;ev; York Artillery 1 Battery · 

..:.., Capt. L. Crounse. 
1st ~·Iaryland Cavalry (battc..lion), 

Eaj. J. h. Deems. 

For .h.9d1.f.e'. Return1. June 16, 1862, see Vol. ~=II, I-·art III, p.399-400. 
~ntire Der;1art:-:ient of the Shenandoah, list o~ regi::ient s and bricrades. 

Si,Jel 's Division 
;,:illiams' Di vision 
Ltc. 
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udarper's Ferry, Virqinia, L:atteries in the Foreground, Eay, 186lu 

I'rom the rev: York Illustrated .::ews, June 1, 1861. 
Harpers Ferry j:Jegati ve ~~c. I"F- 3(2. 

(Pictur.0 at bottom of photoe,rraph.) This accurc:.te drawin:r 1:-u.s made 

... -rom the top of Car:ip Hill. Con..:'ec.ero.te batteries, lee ai.:ed on the surruni t 

of Car:ip Hill, are to be seen L1 th~ center anO. left :Eore(dround. In the 

distance, center and left, are the forested 11est slope anci south end of 

1-:aryland Eei9l1ts, with the Poto:nac Ri vcr :'lowin;;:; at its base. lTote the 

Baltimore and Ohio Eailroc:d' s ccven:d Poto1aac brid<;e crossinc~ the river 

in the center of the print. This structure 1":as destroyed by the ConfAderates 

on June 15, 1861. To the rir_;-ht of the drauin<; a small portion of the raouth 

of thG Shenandoa...11 I\'iver is to be seen, uniting 1;i th the Potomac in the 

distance. The north end of Loudoun HeiJhts rises to the right of the print. 

- J J'-/-
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