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INTRODUCTION

A. GENERAL REMARES

s

This report is the first in a series (although last in composition)
of four general reports that trace the physical history of Harpers Ferry
and its system of for tifications from 1861 to 18635. The military position
known as “Harpers Ferry” during the Civil War was actually comprised of

five component parts; namely, the Lower Town of Harpers Ferry, Camp Hill,
Bolivar Heights, Loudoun Heights and Maryland Helghts, that together made
up the whole. The failure of the Federal high command, and particularly
Col. Dizon 3. HMile to fully comprehend this subedivision of the defene
sive position at Harpers Ferry led to some rather disasterous resulis in
September, 18662,

As the fortifications built on one portion of the position, lad some
direct relationship with those erected in another avea, it is believed that
this series of four general reports is the best method that can be devised
to give an overall view of the planning, and development and use of the
great series of fortifications that evolved at Harpers Ferry from 1861 to
1865,

This series of four general reports will be followed by three specialized
studies that will trace in detail the physical history of three sections
of the Monument from 1800 to 1865, One study each will be devoted to Bolivar

Heights, Loudoun Heights and Maryland Heights.

Tn addition to the seven reports presenting the Civil War physical

«

history, Historian Arthur L. Sullivan has projected four interpretative

reports that will narrate chronologically the actions, evenis and role

o] o




plaved by Harpers Ferry in the Civil War, a subject incidentally, that has
never refore been treated by the Civil War historian. The first of Mr.
Sullivan’s reports, covering the yvear 1881, has just been completed and
the seven studies relating to the physical histery will also be finished
by June 30, 1960, The coauwpletion of eight out of a total of 11 proje cted
reports should place Harpers Feryy Hational Monument in an excellent po-
sition in regard to both the Fforthecoming Civil War Centennial and planning
the interpretative and physical development of the Civil War sections of
the Monument.

The subjects of this report are a study of the fortifications erected
by the Confederate and Federal armies at Harpers ?erry in 1861 and "3tone-
wall” Jackson’s attack on the town May 28-31, 1867,

The other three studies that make ap the general series are:

{1) BSnell, Charles W., "A Report on the Federal Fortifications at Harpers
Ferry, Va., and of the Confederate and Union Troop lMovements Eurlnﬁ the Siege
o

f Harpers Ferry, Oeptember 12-15, 1862, ({(To Accompany ‘Map II-Harpers Ferry,

September 12-15, 1862,7 dated November 25, 1958-Drawing Wo. ﬁﬂuﬁ? 3067),”
dated December 1, 1959, 82 mges.

{(2) Snell, Charles W., "Harpers Ferry Decomes a Portress, September 21,
1862-Cctober 6, 1863, {A Report on the I ederd? E ortifications at Harpers
Ferry, W. Va., June 27, 1863, to accom: > iIEnfaroers Perry, W. Va.,
June 27=0October &, 1883,° dated December 11, 1959} " dated December 16,
1959, 83 pages.

e

{3) PBnell, Charles W., "Harpers Ferry Repels an Attack and ]

Major Base of Operations for Sheridan’s Amy, July 4, 1864 to July 27,
1865, (A Report on the Federal Fortifications at Harpers Ferry, W. Ja.,
Jannary 1, 1884 fo July, 1865, to accompany ‘Map IV-Harpers Ferry, W. Va.,
July 4, 1864-April 9, 1865, dated January 15, 1880)7, dated January 21,
1960, 105 pages.

comes the

“Map I-flarpers Ferry, W. Va., April 18, 1861 ~ May 31, 1862,” dated

pep




e - 5 v o ‘ By x 5
February & , 1960, and prepared by Charles W. Snell, is based on data col-
lected from the following five maps:

{1} 7"Preliminary Sketch of the Defences on Marvland Heights and o Adjaw
cent Country. Surveyed Aug. 28th to OUctober 6th, 1863 by Capt. N. Michler,
Corps of Engineers, U.S.A., and John E. Weyess, Major, Ky. Vol.,” Scale
eight inches to one mile. Topography, roads, railroads, canals, ground
cover in part, locations of buildings and place rmames based on this map.

(2) 1862 (1852) Map: "Map of Jefferson County, Va. Photographed for the
Bureau of Topographical Engineers, Oct., 1862.” This mp was drawn by 5.
Howell Drown in 1852 and recopled for use in 1862, Location o roads and

place names were Taken from this map. 2

(3) "Sketch of the Vicinity of Harper’s Ferry, Va., by Wn. Luce, Oct.,
1862, U.BS4As Scale 1,000 feet to the inch. Used for the location of
buildings, place names, roads, railroad, forests, and canals. This is
the first map showing the location of Federal fortifications on Camp Hill
and Maryland Heights. 3

(4) "Map of the Battle-fields of Harper’s Ferry and Sharpsburg with Posi-
tions of Troops, Routes of Ammy &c. Sept. 13 to 17, 1862. Topl. Office of

Army of Northern Virginia, by S. Howell Brown, lst Lieut. Engr. Troops in
Charge of Topl., Dept. AH.ViwJan, 27, 1864."7 To accompany repo t of General

Robert E. Lee, C.5. Amy (Series 1, Vol. XIX, Part I, page 18%.). Used
for place names and location of rocads. Scale one inch eguals one mile, 4

{5} “Topogravhical Survey of the HNorth Fank and Reconnaissance of the
South Share and Island, made under the Direction of Major C. 3. Stewart,
U.3s Engineers, Chief Engineer, lMiddle Militasry Division, by John W. Donn,
C & G3, Sdale 1:10,000, with 20 foot contours, 1865,” Used for place names
on Maryland Heights, 3andy Hook, and Pleasant Valley, Marvland. 5

1. Hational Archives Cartographic Division, Record Group Ho. 77, F=106.
Harpers Ferry WM Map No., 17, Map Case Drawver No. 13.

2. National Archives, Record Group No. 77=-Map wrt of G=-139., Harpers Ferry
N Map No. 12, Map Case Drawer No. l4-this map used by Union Armmyy See also
“Partial Map of Jefferson County,” from Hotchkiss Collection, Library of
Congress Map Division, Map No. 1l92-taken from same map and used by Confeder-
ate Amy, Harpers Ferry I Map Ho. 8A and B, Drawer No. 14.

3. DNational Archives Cartographic Division, Record Group No. 77, F-78,
Harpers Ferry NM Map No. 3, Map Case Drawer No. 13.

4. Published as Plate XAIX, Map 1, in The Official Atlas of the Civil

War, N.Y«. and London, Thomas Yoseloff, 1858,

¥

5. U.3Z. Coast and Geocdetic Burvey, U.3. Department of Comerce, Washington,
25, D.C., Harpers Ferry MM Map No. 116, Map Cawme Drawer No. 138.
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Map I is also based on data found in contemporary letters, diaries

and reports that will be presented in the body of this study and by evie

dence presented in the Jeptember 12-15, 1862, 3iege Report and Map II.




CONFEDERATE OCCUP

A narrative account of the full story of events leading up to and

4

including the selzure of the U.Z. Amory at Harpers Ferry on April 18,

3

1881, and also the subseguent events that occurred during the Confederate
occupation of the town, will be found in Historian Arthur i. Sullivan’s
History of Harpers Ferry in 1861.7 The writer, in the present s%udy, will
therefore limit his remarks to clanges in the physical scene that occcurred
at Harpers Feryy as the result of various events that took place be{ween

April 18 and December 31, 1861.

1. Confederate Seizure of the Harpvers Ferry Armory, Aoril 18, 1881

Shortly after 10 p.m., on the night of April 18, 1881, after learning

of the avproach of strong and hostile Virginia State forces, Lieutenant

e

Jogyer Jone, U, 5. Mounted Rifles, and his command of 44 men, sst fire to
the U, Z. Arsenal bulldings and some of the Musket Factory shops alt Harpers

Ferry, and then crossed the Potomac River and retrgabed northward into
1
ennsylvania.

Contemporary prints depleting the burning of the Arnory (HF-533 and

HF=345) will be found on the twe following pages of this report.

3

estroved in this oreat conflagration were the fellowing s

storimal Base Map, Drawing o, M=HF 3021, Sheet 2, for the

exact location of fthese buildings):

1. Reports of lst Lieut. K. Jones fo the Assistant Adjacent General,
Washington, D.C., April 18, 19, 20 and 22, 18861, ©Official Records,
Series I, Volume IZ, pp.3=3.




TTED STATES

Dallls mds% 'L

A sketch made by David Hunter Strother on
the spot on the night of April 18, 1861,
and published in Harper’s Weeklv, May 11,
1861, p.293.

Harpers FPerry Negative No. HF=338,

BEldgs. from left to rights: First

.L
e

he cone story brick building is
the Superintendent’s Cld Office, situated on Lot 1, Block A, Shenandoah
Street, in the Uld Arsenal Sguare; next, the large two story structure
in the center, is the Large Arsenal. TFederal troops in 1882 salvaged
the first fleor brick walls of the Large Arsenal, re-roofed this struc-

ture and utilized the bulldin

ko,

to the end of the Civil War, The two

o

story brick building to the right of the print was the Small Arsenal.

his structure contained most of the 16,000 arms stored at Harpers Ferry

*

that were destroyed by Lieut. Jones on April 18, 1861. The Swall

Arsenal and its contents was completely destroved by this fire. {See

1859 Historieal Base Map, Drawing Ho. B

w

WHF 3021, Sheet 2, far the

locaticon of the Arsenal RPuildings.)

e
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“Evacuation and Burning of the U. £. .rsenal (Tusket Factory)
and Shops at Harper’s Ferry, on the Hicht of the 18th of
ipril, By Lieutenant Jones, anc his Command, By order of the
Federal Government on the Approach of the Virginia Forces.”

From Frank Leslie’s Illustrated lewspaper, 1861, p.372.
Harpers Ferry Negative Wo. HF-345.

at the right of the drawing can be seon a portion of iusket Factory
Blag. wo. 2, the Armory Offices; next, moving to the left, Bldg. Fo. 1,
th= Fire Engine House (John Brown Fort). The placing of the flag pole in
the center of the street at the east end of the Musket Factery Yard is
inaccurate. The large three story building, just to the right of the flag-
pole is William J. Stephegn’s Clothing Store, located on ‘ager Lot lLo. S.
The small one story building, situated ta the richt of Stephens’ store, is
the Superintendent’s 0ld Office on Lot No. 1, Block .i, Shenandoah Street,
in the 0ld arsenal Sqguare. The structure to the right of the Cffice is
the Large srsenal.

Movin~ to the left side of the _print: First, an inaccurate drawing
of Musket Factory Bldg. 13-the Smith and Forging Shop, which was actually
a onc story building; moving to the right, Zldg. .'o. l2-the Warehouse.

The three story building to the richt of Bldg. 12, was Lalsh & Brother’s
Dry Coods Store, located on ager Lot lec. 10. The creat flames shooting
from the Musket Factory Buildinsgs are a touch added by the artist’s ima-

P )[;(?w &F
cination. Lt. Jones’ set fire to these buildings, but the flames were soon

after put out by the townspeople and the structures shown in this print

suffered little or no damage from fire en Spril 18, 1861.
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S7ACUATION AND BUBNING OF THE U. S ABSENAL AND SHOPS AT HARPER'S FERRY, ON THE NIONT OF THE I8m OF APRIL, BY LIEUIENANT JONES. AND . e tier e
APPBOACH OF THE VIRGINIAN FORCES —Sun Page 376 HIS COMMAND, BY ORDER OF THE FEDERAL GOVEENMENT



1. The Large :irsenal, a two-story brick structure erected in 1800, and

located in Block s, the Cld iArsenal Scuare. The first floor of this buil-
ding was being utilized in April, 1861, as barracks for the Federal Troops
and the second floor for the storage of miscellaneous supplies. The interior

of this structure was destroyed but the walls were left standing.

2. rhe Small ~rsenal, a two story brick building erccted in 1807 and
also located in Block 4, the Old iHrsenal Sguare. This kuilding contained
some 15,000 arms in April, 1861, and these and the structure were com—
pletely destroyed by the fire, The age and use of wood in the construction
of the two arsenals may account for the intensity oi the fire.

3. The Carpenter Shop (8C), the Saw Mill (8B) and the Grinding lMill
(84), Musket Factory Bldg. No. 8, was located in the Musxet Fac-

tory vard along the Potomac, and was fired and reduced to ruined walls.
This structure, erected in 1850-51, had a two-story center and two one-
story wings.

4, The Stociking Shop, Musket Factory Bldg. ho. 6, was also fired by

the Federal soldiers on april 18, 1861, but the flames were extinguished
by the townspeople with but little damage to the structure. No other
lusket Facltory Buildings were set on fire by Lieut. Jones on April 18,
1861.2

2. Harpers Ferry under Confederate Occupation

All U. S. Armory property at Harpers Ferry, including 78 public buil-

dings and the arms manufacturing machinery, was seized by the Confederates

2. I3 Letter of George llauzy to James H. Burton, Harpers Ferry, 2 a.m.,
April 19, 1861 - In Harpers Ferry LM Document File, HFD-29. Also M3
Journal of David Hunter Strother, April S5, 1860, through June 16, 1861,
Harpers Ferry NM Transcription pp.3-4. Strother’s published account of
event, in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine, July, 1866, pp.ll-14, on Micro-
film Reel 39, Vol. 6, pp.528-53l.
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and many families who rented Armory Dwelling Houses from the United States

were obliged to vacate their homes at great inconvenience to themselves

2
[

and forced to procure shelter wherever they could. In addition, “ifany
quiet, inoffensive citizens noted Joseph Barry, who witnessed these e~
vents, “were dragged from their homes and confined in filthy guard houses,

a prey to vermin and okjects of insult to the CConfederaté) rabble that
4
guarded them.”  Townspeople who were suspected of being Union sympathizers

were not only thrown in jail without a hearing or trial, but their property

was destroyed or carried off, and their home occupied as barracxcs for the
5
Southern troops. At least one of the Harpers Ferry churches was also
6
occupied by the Confederates as a barracks for their artillerymen. Photo-

graph HF-334 suggests that the church thus utilized might well have been
St. John’s Protestant Episcopal Church, Monument Bldg. No. 48:4.

On April 30, 1861, Colonel Thomas J. Jackson arrived at Harpers Ferry
and assumed command of the Virginia forces, thereby relieving iMajor General
Kenton Harper, whe had been in charge since £April 19.7 Jackson established
his headquarters at the Wager House Hotel, which was located on Wager Lots
3. Barry, Joseph, The Strange Story of Harpers Ferry, Thompson Brothers,
llartinsburg, 1903, p.l16. Barry was an eye witness to these events. For
description of U.S. Armory at Harpers Ferry in 1860, see Snell, Charles

., *’he Town of Harpers Ferry in 1859, a Physical History,” dated lay 18,
1959, pr.2-17.

4, Barry, Strange Story, p.ll7; Also diary of Strother, April-lay, 1861.

5. Ibid., pp.11% - cites cases of lilliam McCoy in Bolivar, and ibraham
H. Herr, owner of Island of Virginius. In June, 1861, pp.l120-12l-cases
of four Harpers Ferry men. "

6. Henderson, G. F. K., Stonewall Jackson and the American Civil ‘.ar,
London, N.Y., and Toronto, 1955, p.93, f.n. 7.

7. Jackson to R. E. Lee, May 6, 1861, Vol. II, p.809; Harper to Richard-
son, April 21, 1861, p.772; Lee to Jackson, Epril 27, 1861, p.784, 786.
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8
Ho. 6, 7 and 8, adjacent to the B& Potomac Bridge. By May 8th, however,

Jackson informed his wife: “At present I am living in an elegant mansion,
with Major Preston in my room,.” The only house in Harpers Ferry fulfilling
this description as an “elegant mansion” would seem to be the Armory Super-

intendent’s Guarters (Armory Dwelling No. 25), which was located on Camp
[e]

~

Hill. Under Jackson’s direction, the Confederate forces began to take
on some order and undergo rigorous training. On May 22, the noted Civil
War artist, David Hunter Strother, visited Harpers Ferry and reported
“The adjacent hills were covered with camps, and all the work-shops and
public kuildings (that is, the Musket Factory and U.S. Rifle Factory

10

buildings and also Armory Dwelling houses were) converted into barracks.”

3, Jackson Fortifies Harpers Ferry, ipril 28-liay 22, 1861

On May 6, 1861, Col,. Jackson informed General Robert E. Lee: I have
occupied the Virginia (Loudoun) and Maryland Heights, and I am about for-
tiﬁgng the former with block~houses of sufficient strength to resist an
attempt to carry them by storm. Vhenever the emergency calls for it, I
shall construct similar works on the Maryland Heights. Thus far I have
been deterred from deing so by a desire to avoid giving offense to the

8. Imboden, John D., “Jackson at “arpers Ferry in 1861,“ in Battles and

Leaders of the Civil War, N.Y., 1956, Vol. 1, p.121. See also Jackson to
Joseph E. Johnston, February 12, 1862, Vol. V, pp.1068-1069.

9, lemoirs of Stonewall Jackson by his widow Mary Anna Jackson, p.l51,
on Microfilm rReel No. 38, Vol. 2, p.l56. See also subsequent evidence
of Strother eited showing that Gen. Johnston used this building as his
headquarters.

10. D. H. Strother, in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine, June, 1866, p.22,
on Reel GLo. 89, Vol. 6, p.539. Also Strother’s IS Journal and “Harper’s
Ferry and First Manassas,” extracts from the Diary of Capt. James M.
Garnett, Southern Historical Society Papvers, Vol. XXVII, Richmond, Va.,
1900, p.6l-on Reel 38, Vol. 2, p.l43.
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11
latter State.” Batteries were placed in Harpers Graveyard on Camp Hill

and Imboden’s Battery was also located on Loudoun Heights. Strother,
when visiting Harpers Ferry on May 2, reported: “Several field-guns were
in position commanding the railroad approaches, while batteries were
exhibited on the neig¢hboring cliff in localities which struck me as more
picturesqgue than judicious.”12 The Camp Hill guns may be seen in Photo-
graph HF-334 on the following page of this report and alsc see HF-342 in
Eppendix II.

On the following day Jackson reported to Lee: #I have finished rocon-
noiterina the Marylond Heights, and have determined to fortify them at
once, and hold thep as well as the Virginia (Loudoun) Heights and the
town, be the cost what it may... Two pieces of field artillery (12-
pounder) should be placed on the Virginia Heights, and a larger number
of 6 pounders on the Maryland Heights, Heavier ordnance, in addition
to the field pieces referred to in yesterday’s letter, could be advan-
tageously employed in defending the town. The heights CBolivar Heights)
west of Bolivar must be strengthened. I would be more than gratified
could you spare the time for a short visit here, fto give me the benefit
of your wisdom and experience in laying out the different works, especially
those on *the heichts. I am of the opinion that this place should be de-
fended with the spirit which actuated the defenders of Thermopylae, and,
if left to myself, such is my determination. The fall of this place would,

I fear, result in the loss of the northwestern part of the State, and who

11. Jacksen to Lee, May 6, 1861, Vol. II, p.809.

12. Harper’s New Monthly Magazine, June, 1866, p.18, on keel 39, Vol.
6, p.535. Also extracts from Diary of Capt. James M. Garnett, Southern
Historical Society Papers, Vol. XXVII, p.60, on Reel 38, V.2, p.1l43.
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#Secession Hattery at Harpers Ferry,

erected on the leichts (Camp Hill)

overlooking the town and commanding the

Kailroad Sridge, Canal. April 19, 1861
To June 14, 1861”7

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated llewspaper,
1861, pp.36~37.
Harpers Ferry llegative lLio. HF-334.

The Confederate batteries in the right foreground are located
jusiiggggég the stone wall of Harpers Graveyard on Camp Hill The
>uilding at the extremc richt is St. John’s Protestant Episcopal
Church, Monument Bldg. lo. 48i; that to the left, with the tall spire,
is t. Peter’s Roman Catholic Church. Moving to the left, the ruined
walls arz those of the Larce ifirsenal, vhich was kurned on april 18, 1861.
To the left of the ilirsenal are two kuildings located on vager Lot Fo. 2.
The large 3, story structure located to the left of tlie ..rsenal and about
the center, is “illiam J. Stephens’ Clothing Store, situated on lager
Lot ic. 5. lote the iron “Winchester” span of the 3Baltimore & Chio Potomac

Bridge; the remaining spans of the bridce were bullt of wood.

bMoving froa right to left, beginning at the Y in the Lridge, first,

B . JHh o5 1<t
the uv:ry hrge sTe: ' hs s e,,ﬂw d ?Q ,3?4‘“
the roof of the B&O Depot can be seen; nehLuqihe vager House Hotei situated

on Wacer Lots 6, 7 and part of 8. The next structure, two stories and running
lengthwise to the hotel, is the B&O’s Potomac kestaurant, situated on 'ager
Lot ifo. 9. The three story house next in line is Walsh & Brother’s Dry Goods
Store located on lLiager Lot lio. 10. The tall brick structure to the left
of +he store is the BEC water tower, located in the U.3. lusket Factory Yard.
All of these buildings in the Vager Ferry Lot were burned by Federal Troops
on February 7, 1862.

The Potomac River flovs from the left and the Shenandoal frcem the richt ,
joining tocether in the center. The south end of lMaryland Heichts rises on the
12ft and the north end of Loudoun Heights appears at the right of the print.

-

(S8ee 1859 Historical Base llap, Drawing ho. L

FKF-3021, Sheet 2.) ~]~



‘can estimate the moral power thus gained to the enemy and lost to ourselves?.’”

Lee replied on May 9th, stating in part: “In your preparation for the
defense of your position it is considered advisable not to intrude upon the
soil oi Maryland, unless compelled by the necessities of war. The aid of
its citizens might be obtained in that quarter.” Four 6-pounder cuns and
two 1l2-pounder howitzers, Lee added, were being sent to Harpers Ferry to
assist in the defense or that place.l4 In addition to this artillery,
Jackson also received a number of heavy naval cguns sent up from the captured
Naval Yard at Norfol