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The lot on which the Harper Cemetery was located was part of the property

parchased on: June 15, 1796, by the United; States from John Wager, Senior, for
Koz _ ok
the purpose of establishing a Federal Armory at Harpers Ferry,

In October, 1782, Robert Harper in hia’ laat will and testament directed:

#+hat four Acres of Land most convenlent around my grave yard shall be
laid off by my Executors and be entirely WOp.ﬂatcd to the Use of a Crave
Yardiaes” 2 ;

His heirf, Joha Wager, Senior, hovever; failed to comply with this request
before hie death in 1803. The oirox was noted at that time and a lot of land
for the-grave yard was surveyed in 1803 as is indicated in the following state
ment by Edward Lucas, exemitor of Harper’s will:

#Courses, distances and boundaries of a lot of land devised by Robert
Harper for a lurying ground Bounded as follewing, Beginning at a stone in
the line of John Wager, themce leaving said line N 86 1/2% 45 6/10 poles to
anotlier stone thence 37 1/238 18 §/10 poles to a stone, thence S, 86 1/2E 24
poles thence S, 46 1/2E 29 poles to the beginning oon*aininq four acres,

Wm MoPherson, 1803, . 3 ,

‘The Wagers, by failing to fultill thoﬁ proviaions of the will in regard
to the laying out of a qnyoyud, thus were in-danger of’ ul:l.dl.tinq their
own titlc to the Wager 8ix Acre Reservation and the Wager PcrzyL:Eu wall as
the title of all the land sold to the United States in 179, To correct this
situation, and as the Wagers had sold all but 6 /3/4 acres to the United States,
Paymaster Samel Annin laid out the four acres for the graveyard from United
1, Deed, June 15, 1796, Wager to U, 3,, National Archiv es R.G,, Reel 21,

Va7, ps704-708, See Map of Harpers Ferry, S, Howell Brown, 1851,
2, Robert Harper’s Will, October, 1782, Resl 18, _VJ. pel78,

3s Deed Book 3, p.l08.
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4
states land in 18083,

The graveyard was enclosed by a stone wall that was built in 1835. The

Harpezs Forry Free Press advertised in December, 16349

"Rotices Proposals will be received by the undersigned, from this time
until the 4th of Deo, for furnishing the materials and uilding a substantial
stone wall aroung the Grave Yard at this place, embyécing four acres of ground,.

Edward Wager, Daniel Henkels, William
Ds Mocre, Jaooeb Ott, Cosmittee,
Nlov., 24, 1824.* )

The Harper Cemetery has been used am a. town cemetery from 1803 until the

present day, _
e _ _

On May 23, 1850, Captain Maynadier of the Ordnance Offtce notified Major
Syalngtons |

Yo will receive herswith an tpplic ation by a Committee of the Citizens
of Harpers Ferry to the Secretary of War, asking additional ground for a Grave
yud.n in your opinton additional greund for this parpose is requisite, please
consult with the vommittee and report as te the position and sise of the site
which you would recommend for the purpose,” 6

The Board of Officers convened on September 32,- 1851, in connection with
the propesed sale of surplus United States land at Harpers Ferry, roémnd.d
among other thingsi “Also, for its use, a cemetory (Pine Grove Cemetery on
.1853 and 1869 map§), permission to loocate which hu already been graated, will

7
be surveyed and marked on the plan.”

4s Paymaster Sammel Annin to Becretary of War, January, 1804, Reel 18, V.2,
P¢1740

S« Haxpers Pexyy Free Press, December 1, 1824, p.l, <.3,

6. Maynadier to Symington, May 23, 1850, Reel 19, V.5, p.424.
7s Report of Baard of Officers, September 22, 1851, Reel 24, V.8, p.802-808,
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| The report of the Board of Officers wag approved by the Secretary of
q'._m on- June 10, 1853, A mtm. was accordingly laid out in that year,
The cemetery was used as a hurlal ground during the Civil Var because
{t vas stated in 1866 that the graves ef the Unien soldiers buried at Camp
| Hi11 were Leiny obliterated because of lack ot:pz:por"'pmuuu: Ia all,

' there were about 3é4 Union soldiers uried there,

Photographe showing Harper’s Graveyard will bc :oﬁnd:.h htta. Lll’htltp
R, JT., "Historic Building Report, Part I, for Bldg. Mo, “ﬁ. 8t, John's
Bpiscopal Clurch,” dated Octoberx 23, 1888, revised March 6, 1959, en the fol-
M lowing pages:
1. 1859, HR-64, page 19,
2., 1862, HR-11, page 1l1.

3, 1865, HP-448, page 24,

The land upon which the Harper Graveyard was laid out was owned by the

Town ¢f Harpers Perry from 1803 until the present,

B. lLaying out the Cemetery
|
‘ Robert Harper, in his will, in 1782, directed that four acres around

' g ks grave should be laid out for a cemetery. Nothing, however, was done until

| 1003, when the Governsent allowed four acres of Ammory land to be laid out
in order to protect the Wager and Covernment’s title to the land,

8, Office of the Quartermaster General, Consolidated Correspondence File,
17841815, Box 377.
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.. of Harpers Ferry by the United States that was

A stene ﬁll wai dbn’at_mcted‘armnd the qré%veyud in 1825. The grave~

'yax_-d hes been used as a town cemetery from 1803 uwatil the present day,

Cs - Bine Exove Cemefexy
This cemetery was lald out in 1852 and a lease was gianted to the Town

in effect until 18€8,

Philip R, Smith, Jr.
Park Historian
April 2, 19859
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