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INTRODUCTION 

In the summer of 1964, one of the most thorough recording projects 
of recent years was carried on in New Haven, Connecticut by the 
Historic American Buildings Survey in Cooperation with the New Haven 
Preservation Trust. The project was based on the careful ground 
work of a broad scale inventory of historic New Haven buildings 
undertaken in 1963 by The New Haven Preservation Trust. From the 
resultant 86 HABS inventory forms, a representative group of 18 
buildings of historic and architectural significance were selected 
for detailed recording the next year. The buildings were recorded 
by photographs and written architectural and historical data; 
measured drawings were made of ten of the most important structures. 
(Henry Austin designed eight of the buildings; David Hoadley and 
Ithiel Town each designed three). Of these 18 buildings, 11 were 
selected for this publication as representing a cross section of 
styles, uses, and dates of what remains of New Haven's early archi­
tecture, which is largely of the 19th century. 

The very fine cooperation of Professor Christopher Tunnard, AIA, 
of Yale University, President of The New Haven Preservation Trust, 
and the thoughtful assistance and advice of Carroll L. V. Meeks, 
Professor of History of Architecture, Yale University, and of 
Dr. John D. Hoag, Art Librarian, Yale University, contributed to 
the success of the HABS survey. 

The New Haven Project was under the direction of the then HABS 
Eastern Office in Philadelphia of which James C. Massey (now Chief 
of the Historic American Buildings Survey), was Supervisory Architect. 
Architect Woodrow W. Wilkins, Professor of Architecture at the Univer­
sity of Kentucky (now of the University of Miami), was Project Super­
visor, a position he has ably filled on several HABS summer projects. 
He was assisted by Photographer Ned Goode who produced 79 views of 16 
buildings. Skilled student assistant architects were Annette H. M. 
Gottschalk, William P. Hersey, and Charles R. Tichy, students of 
Carnegie Institute of Technology, Yale University, and Iowa State 
University, respectively. 

Jonathan B. Conant, Research Assistant and student at Yale University, 
whose services were provided by The New Haven Preservation Trust, 
divided his time between the New Haven Colony Historical Society and 
the various record resources of the City of New Haven. (Search in 
the city records was difficult since, by legislative act, all tax 
records prior to c. 1949 were destroyed without microfilming). 

Additional photographs were taken by Robert Fulton III, Newtown, 
Connecticut. The Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library of Yale 
University granted permission to include photographs of original 
Henry Austin drawings in the HABS survey. 
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HABS Writer-Editor Dorothy Chatfield Buffmire edited the New Haven 
records and designed this booklet. Denys Peter Myers, Principal 
Architectural Historian for HABS, conducted additional research in 
New Haven and reviewed the reports. 

Also included in this booklet are brief descriptions of the remain­
ing seven buildings recorded in 1964 and all previous New Haven 
recordings as listed in the 1930 and 1959 published HABS catalogs. 

The 86 HABS inventory forms recorded in 1963 were donated to the 
Survey by The New Haven Preservation Trust and are in the HABS 
archives at the Library of Congress, as are 48 HABSI forms on New 
Haven buildings which were recorded between 1959 and 1963. 

The HABS archives at the Library of Congress now contain more than 
30,000 measured drawings, 45,000 photographs, and 22,000 pages of 
documentation for more than 16,000 historic buildings in the United 
States, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands; and is one of the 
largest collection of records of this kind in the world. The His­
toric American Buildings Survey continues recording each year in 
all parts of the country in an effort to fulfill its goal of broad 
geographic and typological representation of all periods of Ameri­
can architecture. 

The Historic American Buildings Survey is carried on by the National 
Park Service of the United States Department of the Interior in 
cooperation with the American Institute of Architects and the Library 
of Congress. 

This book is ninth in the series "Selections from the Historic American 
Buildings Survey." These publications are designed to present, in a 
convenient bound volume, a representative selection of some of the 
most important buildings recorded by the Historic American Buildings 
Survey in recent projects. The text, and illustrations in this booklet 
are taken from the records deposited in the permanent archives in the 
Library of Congress. Copies of any of these records may be obtained 
at the Library 's stated prices by writing to the Prints and Photographs 
Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. 20540. 
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THE REVEREND JOHN WOODWARD HOUSE 

originally located at 
409 Forbes Avenue 

New Haven, Connecticut 

East Elevation 



TRAN5VER.5E SECTION 

THE REVEREND 
JOHN WOODWARD HOUSE 

Exterior showing 
North and East facades 

courtesy Mrs. L. T. Hazall 
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

THE REVEREND JOHN WOODWARD HOUSE 

HABS No. CONN-271 
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Location: House dismantled by the New Haven Preservation 
Trust and will be stored until it can be recon­
structed on a new lot. The house was formerly 
located at 409 Forbes Avenue, corner of Forbes 
and Woodward Avenue. 

Present Owner: New Haven Preservation Trust owns dismantled 
house. Lot was purchased by Shell Oil Corporation. 
Prior to dismantling, house was residence of Mrs. 
L. T. Hazall, descendant of Reverend John Woodward. 

Present Use: None 

Statement of A modest late-18th century clapboard house, similar 
Significance: to the original house which had been burned by the 

British in 1779. One of the oldest houses in New 
Haven. It was built on land purchased from the 
Indians in 1720. The Woodward family descendents 
occupied the land for almost two hundred and fifty 
years. 

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A. Physical History: 

1. Original and subsequent owners: 

The jurisdiction of the corner of Forbes and Woodward Avenues 
has been in dispute between New Haven and East Haven since 
1710. By a bill passed in 1960, the corner is officially in 
the Town of New Haven. The location of the various records 
connected with the house and land is, therefore, always a 
matter of question. Both New Haven and East Haven records 
have been searched. 

Connecticut Land Records do not describe the buildings 
situated on the land, except to mention their existence 
and to label them "dwelling house" or "barn," etc. Since 
John Woodward, Sr. owned so much land, transacted much 
business, and held mortgages on many farms and houses, it 
is impossible to trace the precise history of the John 
Woodward House. 

The following is an incomplete chain of title to the land 
upon which the house was built, taken from the New Haven 
Land Records, for the City of New Haven. 



THE REVEREND JOHN WOODWARD HOUSE 
HABS No. CONN-271 (Page 2) 

April 8, 1717 Before Sam Bishop, Clerk. To all Christians to 
whom these presents shall come, John Hodson of 
New Haven in the county of New Haven within his 
Majesties Colony of Connecticut in New England 
joyner sends greeting. Know yoo, that the Sd 
John Hodson for and in consideration of the sum 
of one hundred and ten pounds of current money of 
New England to him in hand payd before the enseal­
ing and delivery of these presents by John Woodward 
of Norwich in the county of New London in Sd colony 
the receipt whereof to full content and satisfac­
tion, He the said John Hodson his heyrs executors 
and administrators every of them for ever by these 
presents, and for other good causes him here unto 
moving, He the Sd John Hodson hath given granted 
bargained sold aliened enfeaffed conveyed and 
confirmed and by these presents hath fully freely 
clerely and absolutely give grant bargain sell 
aliene enfeaff convey and confirme unto the Sd 
John Woodward his heyrs and assignes forever one 
home lott containing half an acre and half quarter 
more or less with a mansion or dwelling house also 
one warehouse and stable standing and being on Sd 
homelott as Sd homelott is bounded easterly on 
the highway northerly on the land and present 
tenure and occupation of Mrs Mary Trowbridge and 
southerly on the harbour situate lying and being 
in New Haven aforesd together with well pump 
fences stone trees thereon standing or thereunto 
any ways appertaining with all such rights liber-
tyes immunities profits privileges commodities and 
appertenances as in any kind appertain thereunto 
with the title interest inheritance property pos­
session claime and demand whatsoever of him the Sd 
John Hodson of in and to the same and every part 
thereof to have and to hold all the above granted 
promises with all and singular appertenances 
thereof unto the Sd John Woodward his heyrs and 
assignes to him and their own sole and proper use 
benefitt and behoof from henceforth forever, And 
the Sd John Hodson for himself his heyrs executors 
and administrators doth hereby covenant promise 
grant and agree to and with the Sd John Woodward his 
heyrs and assignes in manner and form following 
(that is to say) that at the time of the ensealing 
and delivery of these presents, he the Sd John 
Hodson is the true sole and lawful owner of all the 
aforebargained premisses and stands lawfully seized 
thereof in his own proper right of a good perfect 
and indefeazable estate of inheritance in fee 
simple having in himself full power good right and 
lawfull authority to sell and dispose of the same 
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THE REVEREND JOHN WOODWARD HOUSE 
HABS No. CONN-271 (Page 3) 

in manner as aforesd and that the Sd John Woodward 
his heyrs and assignes shall and may henceforth 
forever lawfully peacably and quietly have hold 
use occupie possess and enjoy the above granted 
promises with the appertenances therof free and 
clere and clerely acquited and discharged of and 
from all manner of former and other gifts grants 
bargains sales leases mortgages signatures demands 
judgements executions entailed forfeitures and of 
and from all other titles troubles charges and 
encumbrances whatsoever had made commited done or 
sufered to be done by the Sd John Hodson his heyres 
or assignes at any time or times before the enseal­
ing and delivery hereof, and further the Sd John 
Hodson doth hereby convenant promise bind and oblige 
himself his heyres executors and administrators from 
henceforth and forever hereafter to warrant and 
defend all the above granted promises and apperten­
ances thereof unto the Sd John Woodward his heyres 
and assigns against the lawful1 claims and demands 
of all and every person or persons whatsoever and 
at any time or times hereafter on demand to give 
and pass such further and ample assurance and con­
firmation of the premises unto the Sd John Woodward 
his heyrs and assigns forever, as in law or equity 
can be reasonably devised advised or required. 

In witness whereof the Sd John Hodson hath hereunto 
sett his hand and seal the third day of October in 
the Yeare of our lord one thousand seven hundred 
and sixteen and in the third year of the Reign of 
our sovreign Lord George King of Brittain France 
and Ireland. Signed sealed and delivered in pres­
ence of us. Signed Jerimiah Atwater and Lydia 
Rosewell New Haven April 3rd 1717 with seal of 
John Hodson. 

John Hodson of New Haven subscribed to this agree­
ment personally appearing acknowledged it to be 
his act and deed before me. Signed Jonathan Law. 

The herein written and part of the other side is a 
true record of the original deed. April 8 1717. 
Signed Sam Bishop, Clerk. Vol. 4, p. 652 

January 7, Before Sam Bishop, Clerk. Daniel Collins of East 
1716-17 Haven to John Woodward one tract or parcel of land 

within the township of New Haven containing two 
acres more or less together with the dwelling house 
standing on Sd Land...bounded northerly by a high­
way leading into the oyborshell feild fourteen rods 
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northerly on land in the present tenure of Nathan 
Clark thirty rods easterly on the feild commonly 
called oyborshell feild twelve rods and four foot 
and southerly on land in the present tenure of 
John Mayo thirty rods together with..apple trees 
pear trees peach trees and all other trees... 
stones and fences. Consideration: twenty one 
pounds and five shillings. Before Sam Bishop, 
Clerk April 8 1717. Vol. 4, p. 654. 

March 19 1716-17 Nathan Clark of New Haven to John Woodward 
parcel of land...within the township of New 
Haven containing one quarter and half quarter 
of an acre...abuted and abounded northerly two 
rods on a way leading into the feild commonly 
called oyborshell feild northerly thirty rods 
on the sd feild easterly two rods on the afore­
said feild and southerly thirty rods on the 
land in the present tenure of John Woodward. 
Consideration: twenty shillings. Before Sam 
Bishop Clerk April 8 1717. Vol. 4, p. 655. 

June 19, 1717 Joseph Osborn New Haven to John Woodward one 
tract or parcel of salt meadow...within town­
ship of New Haven on the east side of the harbor 
containing three acres besides salt ponds at the 
Sd meadow is abutted and abounded south mostly 
by a canal on the norther side of the barr 
commonly called Cranes Barr and southeasterly 
by salt meadow in the present tenure and occu­
pation of Gorsham Brown and northeasterly by 
salt meadows in the present tenure of Eleazor 
Morris and northwesterly by salt meadow in 
present tenure of Daniel Brown together with 
nine rods of stone wall. Consideration:' Thir­
teen pounds and five shillings. Before Sam'l 
Bishop, Clerk June 19 1717. 

June 4 1717 John Mayo, Harwich, County of Branstable, 
Province of Massachusetts Bay to John Woodward 
one (sp?) or tract of land..containing by 
estimation two acres be it more or less butted 
and bounded westerly by a highway leading into 
oysterhell feild northerly on land in the 
present tenure of John Woodward easterly on land 
commonly called the oysterhell feild or the 
colledge land southerly on the water in the 
harbor at low water mark, together with the 
dwelling or mansion house barn shop fences orchard 
and all trees and stones thereon. Consideration: 
Thirty six pounds. Before Sam Bishop, Clerk 
June 19 1717. Vol. 4, p. 721. 
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