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INTRODUCTION

At the request of the Rome Urban Renewal Agency, the Historic
American Buildings Survey of the National Park Service arranged in
the spring of 1970 to record five buildings situated on the site of
Fort Stanwix which were widely recognized for their architectural
and historic importance. Located in the heart of Rome's business
center, the structures formed a unique historic district that was
significant as a microcosm of the history of Rome through its asso-
ciations with the city's nineteenth century commercial, industrial,
political and social development. Because of these outstanding
qualities, the New York State Historic Trust nominated two of the
buildings, the Barnes-Mudge House and "Liberty Hall," to the National
Register of Historic Places. In 1971 all buildings on the site were
demolished preparatory to archeological investigation and reconstruc-
tion of Fort Stanwix by the National Park Service.

Funding for the necessary research and the preparation of the
records for the HABS archives in the Library of Congress was pro-
vided by the Rome Urban Renewal Agency (William H. Flinchbaugh, Execu-
tive Director) as part of the Fort Stanwix-Central Business District
Urban Renewal Project (NYR-173). Diana S. Waite prepared the his-
toric documentation and the architectural descriptions, and Jack E.
Boucher made the detailed photographic record. The project was under
the general supervision of John C. Poppeliers, Senior Editor of the
Historic American Buildings Survey. Publication of the report was
made possible by the New York State Historic Trust.

Mark Lawton
Director

New York State Historic Trust
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PART I: GENERAL HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FORT STANWIX AREA



The land on which the city of Rome is now located was included in
the Oriskany Patent, which was granted to Thomas Weston and others about
1705. In 1785 the patent was surveyed and divided into allotments.
Previous to that time a parcel located to the south and west of the
remains of Fort Stanwix had been surveyed and reserved for sale at
an auction, in order to pay for the expense of surveying the remainder
of the patent. This parcel was subsequently termed the "Expense Lot."

On January 9, 1786, a lottery was held to distribute the other
parcels of the patent to various parties. The 460 acre portion which
included_ Fort Stanwix was acquired by William Livingston and Alida
Hoffman,L

In March, 1786, Dominick Lynch, a New York City merchant, pur-
chased the "Expense Lot" at auction, and in July of the same year
acquired the portion of the patent which had been owned jointly by
Livingston and Hoffman. Through the purchase of contiguous parcels,
Lynch increased his holdings in the area to about 2000 acres by 1800.2

During the next decade William Weston, an English engineer,
surveged Lynch's property and in 1796 drew a map indicating the village
plan. Streets were laid out in a simple grid pattern, forming blocks
measuring 400 by 600 feet, with the lengthwise axis running east to
west.% The blocks were sub-divided into building lots, each measuring
66 feet wide and 200 feet deep. Access to the interior of the blocks
was provided by various alley arrangements. Lynch called the future
city Lynchville, and named the two central thoroughfares after himself
and his son, James.

Lynch had chosen the location for the site of his proposed
settlement carefully and wisely. From earliest times this area of
central New York State had been well-served by inland water routes.

A portage route, known as the "Oneida Carrying Place," formed a
strategic land connection between Wood Creek, which was the beginning
of the water route to the Great Lakes, and the Mohawk River, which
flowed into the Hudson River and eventually into the Atlantic. Fort
Stanwix was one of several defensive structures built during the
eighteenth century to protect this transportation route. This connection
was greatly improved in 1797 when the Western Inland Lock Navigation
Company opened a canal which linked the Mohawk with Wood Creek. A
visitor to Rome in 1802 noted that "this water communication is of
incalculable benefit to this part of the world. Produce may be sent
both ways . . ."?2 (Fig. 1).

The ruins of Fort Stanwix stood on what was designated on Weston's
map as the eastern part of block twelve. It was situated on what are
now lots five through fourteen and possibly also on parts of lots four
and fifteen. During the next century this block was to play a crucial
role in the transformation of the village of Lynchville into the city
of Rome.



Among the first conveyances of village land made by Lynch in 1796 were
lots three and four in block twelve, where the Empire House now stands.
This conveyance, made to John Barnard, took the form of a perpetual lease,
rather than an absolute title. It is notable that subsequent deeds to
the property dating up through 1864 cited that the land was still sub-

Jject to ground rent.

In 1826 Virgil Draper, owner and operator of various cotton mills,
purchased the two lots where the southeast bastion of the fort had
stood. The remains of that structure had been cleared away before a
"arge square frame dwelling,"® had been built on the site. This
building, where Dominick Lynch had resided while in Rome, burned
during the summer of 1825,

Edward Huntington, another of the village's early settlers,
acquired lot seven, just west of Draper's property. The remainder of
the land on which the fort had stood was sold in 1828 by the executors
of Dominick Lynch to Wheeler Barnes. This conveyance included lots
five and six which fronted on Dominick Street and were bounded on the
east by Huntington's lot and on the west by lot four, which had been
leased to Barnard in 1796. Also included in attorney Barnes' purchase
were lots ten through fifteen which extended from the northeast corner
of the block westward toward James Street.

With the exception of the two lots purchased by Draper, the fort
site required extensive clearing and leveling in order to transform
it into building sites. ZEvidently some of the earthworks remained,
for the same visitor to Rome in 1802 also noted that the fort '"is
regularly built. The entrenchment is very deep.”7 An account written
in 1857 suggests that part of this entrenchment had been filled in
prior to the erection of the east wing of the Empire House.8 Before
erecting a house on the southwest bastion Barnes had to eliminate 9
"the trenches, embankments, and some of the pickets of the old fort."

The site of the northeast bastion was even less desirable. This
area had served for several years as the town dump, where bodies of
"dead dogs, hogs, cats, horses and all the rubbish of the town"L0
had been deposited. Interrupted by ditches and trenches, this corner
was, in short, a "distressed looking place.! Indeed, the map drawn
by Weston in 1796 and another drawn in 183612 show what appears to be
an impassible area extending from Embargo Street south in the area of
Spring Street, through the northeast corner of the block.

These adverse conditions seem to be reflected in the price of
$150 which Barnes paid for each lot. Draper, by comparison, had paid
$350 for each of his cleared lots, which were the same size.

But despite these difficult circumstances, the essential features
of the fort had been destroyed by the end of the 1830's, as buildings
were erected on each of the four bastions (Fig. 3). The transformation



of the site of the fort into building sites was indicative of the
changes occurring during the early nineteenth century as the settle-
ment mushroomed into a city (Fig. 5).

The potential growth of the village and the enthusiasm of one of
its residents were expressed in the following letter sent to I. and J.
Townsend of Albany:

Rome, May 9, 1836
Gentlemen-

I take the liberty to send you a rough sketch of
this village. The lots marked (x) are sold to indi-
viduals and are now the only property in market as Mr.
Lynch declines making sales. The map shows it is the
best property. We have had the most signal success
in our various local projects before the legislature.
There remains no doubt that four great public works
will /be?/ here vigz-Erie Canal - Black River Canal -
Utica and Oswego RailRoad - Utica and Syracuse Rail-
Road - involving an expenditure for the next four
years in the neighborhood of $Q,OO0.00. Can there
remain a doubt as to the prosperity of the town? -
The lots in the village plots are each 66 x 200 and
those that are in market can be had for from $50.00
to $500. Lynchs property is the least desireable of
the whole-

Proper reflection you should conclude to look
further in this matter shall be glad to aid you. I
have no desire to buy for myself as I have as much as
I want.

Very respectfully,
J. Stringham’>

Included in Stringham's real estate holdings in Rome about this time
were lots at the northeast corner of block twelve, as well as the
residence recently erected by Wheeler Barnes.

Among those who had contributed towards what Stringham termed
the "signal success in . . . various local projects before the
legislature”14 was John Stryker, the young lawyer who was soon to
build "Liberty Hall" at the corner of Liberty and Spring Streets.
Elected to the state assembly in 1835, Stryker directed his energies
toward securing "the passage of a charter for the Syracuse & Utica
Railroad Company, and to see that its location should be via Rome. "2

Another young lawyer and fellow Democrat who had attended to
Rome's interests in Albany was Henry A. Foster, who had represented
the district in the state senate between 1830 and 183L4. A few years
later he purchased several lots fronting on Liberty Street and later
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resided in the house on Dominick Street which has since been incorporated
into the central block of the Empire House.

Writing in 1879, a citizen of Rome noted that the city was in-
debted to both Stryker and Foster

for its prosperity in securing the Black River Canal
and the Syracuse and Utica Railroad, active against
adverse interests, and the change of the Erie Canal
from the Rome Swamp to the center of the city--from
which time Rome has continued to increase in prosperity,
on a sound basis, and which have beeg the means of
adding five-fold to her population.l

The original route of the Erie Canal through the Rome Swamp
rather than through the village had been intensely resented by many
of Rome's citizens, who maintained that the future of the settlement
was tied to advantageous water routes:

The ground upon which the village stands was originally
purchased at a high price with a view to these ad-
vantages, and has been since sold in lots to the
present inhabitants at a valuation greatly enhanced

and indeed almost entirely made up from a calculation
of the benefits arising from this internal improvement.
It necessarily became a place of business; and having no
more apprehension of being deprived of our water
communication than of the soil upon which our dwellings
were situated, buildings for trade have been erected,
storehouses built, and money to a large amount in-
vested in improvements suited to our situation.

The state had purchased and destroyed the old Inland canal. A dis-
turbed citizen lamented over these changes:

At one blow, everything that gave us peculiar ad-
vantages—-for which our money had been lavishly paid,
upon the improvement and embellishment of which our
fortunes have been spent, and upon which we hoped to
have lived and prospered is taken from us.

A Rome newspaper announced with apologies to its readers the festiv-
ities for the opening of the Erie Canal in 1825 and vowed_that its

citigens would effect a change in the route of the canal. Stryker
and Foster in their influential political positions aided the cause.

The men who built and occupied the residences on the site of the
fort were, furthermore, intimately involved with the industries develop—
ing in Rome during the mid- and late-nineteenth century. John and
Thomas Stryker and Willey J. P. and Willey L. Kingsley served at
various times as presidents and directors of the Rome Locomotive Works
and the Rome Iron Works. The Kingsleys, who lived just west of the
Strykers on Liberty Street, served also as presidents of the Rome
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Brass and Copper Company. Among the first officers of the Rome Gas
Light Company were Alva Mudge, who had remodeled the former Barnes
house, and John Stryker. John Stryker, W. J. P. Kingsley, and Henry
Foster were all elected bank presidents. Virgil Draper for many
years operated cotton mills, and Alva Mudge and his son founded the
Mudge and Ames Knitting Works, although Mudge was better known for
his grocery business. The industrial and commercial history of Rome
cannot be written without these men.

Nor can the political history. While several aspired to state
and national office and many were successful, they also served con-
sistently on the local level. Barnes, Foster, Mudge, George Brown,
George Barnard, Alfred Cole, W. J. P. Kingsley--all held local office,
with Foster and Kingsley both elected mayor.

These men also contributed their money and energy towards chari-
table causes. Among these men were founders of the Deaf Mute
Institute in Rome, directors of the Jervis Library, and the Rome
Cemetery Association, and Willey J. Kingsley donated his family home
to the Women's General Study Club. Throughout the years the
occupants of these five buildings were all members of either the
First Presbyterian Church or Zion Episcopal Church. Barnes, Mudge,
Draper, Foster, and John Barnard were all Presbyterians. Stringham,
George Barnard, and the Strykers were active Episcopalians, although
M, Woolsey Stryker was ordained a Presbyterian minister. With all
these common business, political, and social interests the men who
erected and occupied these buildings must have been well acquainted
with each other.

The buildings which these men erected, occupied, and modernized
were very substantially constructed and reflected the changing
architectural tastes of the times. In fact, the buildings on the
site of the fort are an important indication not only of the character
of their owners but of American architectural styles as they evolved
throughout the nineteenth century. While the arrangement of the
buildings and the historical associations connected with them are
necessarily unique, their specific forms characterize the rich variety
of nineteenth and early twentieth century American architectural
styles and living patterns.

The Barnes house is an interesting example of the evolution of
a building as tastes changed. It was built about 1830 as the home of
Wheeler Barnes, then a prominent attorney in the city. It is notable
that Barnes, who was then 48 years old, erected his house in the
Federal style, at a time when the Greek Revival style was sweeping the
Mohawk Valley. At the southeast corner of the block Virgil Draper,
seven years Barnes' junior, had just completed his new dwelling with
a fashionable, two-story pedimented portico. But Barnes' substantial,
well-proportioned dwelling with its Flemish bond facade must have
served to confirm his standing in the community as a prosperous lawyer.

The exterior of the building was soon changed to reflect the
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tastes of its later owner, Alva Mudge. When he purchased the house

in 1841, Mudge was thirty-five years old, and dwellings with columned
porticos were a well-established building style. To the Barnes

house, Mudge added a portico extending across the central three bays
of the south facade. This arrangement provided the house with a gable
facing the street. Supporting the pediment were four fluted columns
with capitals of elegantly carved acanthus leaves. With their pen-
dants also terminating in an acanthus leaf motif, new cornice brackets
marked the division between bays and with the central cupola hinted at
the Italianate style just coming into vogue. Mudge also added a one
and one-half story wing with a porch, reminiscent in form and de-
tailing to the wings added to smaller, wooden Greek Revival houses
throughout the Mohawk Valley. The fanlight doorway, too, was
appropriately updated by the placement of two matching fluted columns
where the sidelights had been. During the latter part of the century
the window and door trim and the column capitals and bases were
painted a darker color, and the column shafts were painted the same
color as the exterior walls. The interior of the house, apparently

at a later date, was modernized with a new stairway, marble mantel-
pieces, and cornices typical of the 1860's and 1870's.

The Kingsley house, located near the site of the northwest
bastion, also appears to be a very heavily remodeled version of an
earlier house. The appearance of central block of the earlier brick
house was enlivened with bay windows, a mansard roof, and a bracketed
cornice and stoop. Further testimony to the family's liking for the
popular "French roof'" is the mansard-roof playhouse, whichhas been
moved from the Kingsley yard east to the Stryker grounds. Marble
mantelpieces, elaborately moulded and carved cornices, and the heavy
balustrade are typical interior details of houses erected during
the third quarter of the century.

Changing needs and tastes brought about the conversion of both
the Stryker and Kingsley houses, as well as the Draper House, into
the headquarters of clubs, all during the first quarter of the
twentieth century.

In comparison, the house built by John Stryker in 1839 remains
relatively unchanged. The library wing on the west was added by 1851,
but care was taken to emulate the style of the original part of the
house, and this same attention was paid to the rear additions. The
most major changes were made when the porch and covered balcony with
their iron work supports were added, and similar iron supports sub-
stituted for the wooden columns of the entrance porch. In the early
twentieth century the two dormers on the main block of the house
were added.

The functions and form of the old east wing of the Empire House
changed many times, as the building was transformed from a tavern, to
a residence, to a boarding school, to a boarding house, and finally
again into a tavern and hotel. The main block of the Empire House
as it now stands is a notable example of frame hotel architecture of
the late nineteenth century. It is representative of a building type
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that once played an important role in urban history but is now rapidly
disappearing from the American city. Both the plan of the building
and the exterior fabric remain largely intact, and the walls and
ceilings of the public spaces are embellished with a remarkable
variety of pressed sheet metal designs.

In addition to these structures many others have been built on
the site of the fort over the years. Among those still standing is
the enclosed tennis court structure that was later occupied by the
Rome Historical Society. Three houses on the site have been destroyed.
A two-story wooden frame house long occupied by Patrick Martin, owner
of a livery, stood just east of the tennis courts. At the rear of
the Draper house and fronting on Spring Street was another two-story
frame dwelling also built by Draper and at one time occupied by his
widowed daughter. Builder Daniel B. Prince's house which stood on
the northeast bastion of the fort was moved to another site and
converted to a private hospital. In addition, the Lynch house and a
log cabin stood near the southeast bastion at one trme.lg Barnes'
law office building stood just southwest of his brick house and to
the east were various buildings which served as offices of Edward
Huntington. As a quick survey of the maps and views will show, there
have been a great variety and number of outbuildings’ erected on the
site over the years, including Prince's carpenter shop, Cole's
"tenements," a twentieth century stone garage, and earlier barns
used to house horses and carriages. From an archeological stand-
point it is important to realize that at least forty per cent of the
site of the fort has been covered atwarious times with buildings.

It is also significant that this block which was the location
of the homes of some of Rome's most outstanding industrial, civic,
and political leaders of the nineteenth century was in a pivotal
geographical location. Half a block east was the Black River Canal
which extended northwest to Watertown and connected with Lake Ontario,
On the block to the southwest was the Rome Iron Works and later the
Rome Brass and Copper Company. dJust southwest was the enlarged Erie
Canal and its Junction with the Black River Canal. Here too the New
York Central Railroad crossed both canals. South and west of the
block was the main commercial area of Rome. Northwest of the block
were the municipal and county government buildings as well as a
large residential area (Fig. L4).

In Rome, particularly, Fort Stanwix has assumed almost legendary
importance for the role it played in military history of the late
eighteenthcentury. It is, however, significant to note that the fort
did not relate to either the village of Lynchville or the city of
Rome as neither existed at the same time as the fort. The buildings
now standing on the site of the fort, because of their architectural
qualities and their social, economic, and historical associations are
inexorably intertwined with the development of Rome from a frontier
town into an industrial and transportation oriented city in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. As an historic ensemble compactly
located within one city block, these buildings form a unique historical
environment which dramatically illustrates in bricks and mortar the
history of Rome as an urban area.
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