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INTRODUCTION

During its 59 years of activity, the Historic American
Buildings Survey and, since 1969, the Historic American
Engineering Record, have been responsible for a remarkably varied
body of publications resulting from their recording of historic
structures. Whether issued directly by the National Park Service
or by cooperating bodies on behalf of HABS/HAER, few of these
works have been widely circulated, even in the context of
scholarly publications. While some are Government Printing
Office publications which did not reach commercial markets, many
others have been informal and limited issuances from the
HABS/HAER office itself. Similarly, many cooperating
organizations and government agencies have issued a wealth of
publications, ranging from university press books to informal
issuances.

It has always been difficult to be certain just what
publications HABS/HAER has been responsible for, as opposed to
those publications and articles using HABS material. With the
passage of more than half a century, the memory of some
publications has faded so that today they can best be described
as scarce or rare. A growing interest in HABS/HAER documentation
has been engendered by a burgeoning historic preservation
movement and a renewed interest in traditional architecture. The
need has become apparent for a comprehensive bibliography to seek
out and evaluate these many, often obscure, and sometimes
irregularly issued publications before the working memory of them
is lost. To the best of our knowledge, no library--not even that
of HABS/HAER itself--has assembled a comprehensive collection of
all the published materials. Thus it seems most useful and
timely to compile and publish such a bibliography and, whenever
possible, to identify authorship when it is not cited in the
publication itself, to credit cooperating organizations with
which HABS and HAER have so frequently and fruitfully worked, and
to identify the variant and sequential editions of such materials
as catalogs and recording instructions.

SCOPE

The scope of this bibliography covers the years 1933 through
1991 and has been limited to publications issued by HABS/HAER,
the National Park Service, and the Government Printing Office,
those issued by HABS/HAER cooperators for HABS/HAER, and those in
which HABS/HAER has substantially participated in preparing the
publication. Not included are National Park Service park or
regional publications using HABS/HAER records. It was beyond the
scope of this bibliography to locate and cite the innumerable
publications and articles and newspaper reports that have made
good--sometimes extensive--use of the HABS and HAER collections,
which are, after all, public documents. Substantive articles
about the HABS/HAER and its history are included, however,
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generally favoring articles from journals over those found in
newspapers and newsletters.

Regrettably, this method of selection bypasses many
significant instances of the publication of HABS photos,
drawings, and data. Some of these, from the 1930s particularly,
have become historic documents in themselves. An example is
Samuel Wilson, Jr.’s "Latrobe’s Last Design," in Southern
Architectural Review (December 1, 1936), which is based on the
recording by HABS of Latrobe’s great Louisiana State Bank in New
Orleans. The article certainly claims our interest, for under
the title is the notation, "From Material Collected by the
Historic American Buildings Survey." Surely a future
bibliography is needed to collect important related publications
such as this one.

METHODOLOGY

The primary source for publications has been the extensive
library of the HABS/HAER Division of the National Park Service in
Washington, D.C., and the publications lists that have been
issued by the division and its predecessor components. The
personal libraries of individuals, including the authors and
HABS/HAER staff, who have collected HABS/HAER materials have
been important additional sources, as has been the Library of
Congress, where the HABS/HAER collection is housed in the
Division of Prints and Photographs. The National Trust for
Historic Preservation Collection at the University of Maryland
School of Architecture Library, College Park, Maryland, the Avery
Library at the School of Architecture at Columbia University, New
York, New York, have been helpful, as have historic preservation
and architectural history bibliographies. Many friends of HABS
and HAER, people having a long association with and interest in
the work of documenting America’s cultural heritage, have
contributed citations from their own knowledge and holdings. The
state historic preservation offices have been generous in
providing information about publications in their states, and
several have issued HABS publications. A preliminary draft of
this bibliography was distributed in December 1988 to
individuals, institutions, and SHPOs, not just to seek additional
citations, but to secure material for annotations and to check
for accuracy and appropriateness for inclusions. Many
particularly helpful responses were received. Different copies
of publications were sought out to check for different sequential
and variant editions.

STYLE

We have attempted to arrange the bibliography to maximize
its usefulness and convenience for researchers. Since HABS/HAER
documentation is basically addressed to separate professional
disciplines of the cultural heritage--architecture and
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engineering/industrial archeology--we have divided the
bibliography into separate HABS and HAER sections, using parallel
categories. Publications that refer to both programs are cross
referenced. For example, a number of HABS catalogs include HAER
listings; others are joint publications, such as the book,
Recording Historic Structures. Since the programs’ documentation
of historic structures is geographically based and cataloged, it
is appropriate to use geographical distribution by states as the
primary arrangement for these publications, rather than the usual
author-title arrangement (which is, however, used within each
geographical breakdown). We believe that most users will want
primary references to specific geographic areas rather than, say,
building types, historical periods, or specific authors.

Some series of publications, notably national catalogs and
recording instructions, are organized chronologically, rather
than by author-title, to permit the most convenient access to the
material and to clarify the sequential development of these
publication types. The index, however, notes each reference to
authorship. In those sections in which there is no overriding
geographical or chronological consideration (such as Articles and
Other Publications about the HABS/HAER Programs), the normal
author-title format has been used. We believe this split system
will facilitate reference by the user of HABS/HAER materials and
library card systems. A thorough index, as well as cross
entries, will make it possible to readily identify all works by a
given author or issuances by a particular cooperating
organization or publisher.

In addition to the basic components of a bibliographic
entry--author, title, place and date of publication, publisher,
number of pages--the citations have been annotated with material
about the character of the publication, the number and type of
illustrations, the reasons for its preparation, and the names of
cooperating organizations which have played such an important
role in the success of the HABS/HAER program. We have also
attempted to supply authorship as well as place and date of
publication when not indicated in these often informal
publications. (Supplied information is indicated by brackets.)
The character of the issuance, whether a formal, letterpress
publication or an informal, mimeographed or offset printing, is
noted. An attempt is also made to codify editions and to note
informal preliminary editions.

RELATED PUBLICATIONS AND FINDING AIDS

As indicated in the discussion of the scope of this
bibliography, there are many important publications that have
made good use of HABS/HAER documents, photographs, and measured
drawings that were not within the established scope of official
or cosponsored publications, as well as press releases and
articles about a particular project or an individual structure
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recorded by a project. Since it is the very nature of HABS/HAER
documentation to provide drawings, photographs, and documentary
materials for scholars working in the field, such related
publications have not been included in this bibliography.
Indeed, the sheer numbers of such publications would make their
inclusion difficult, since an astonishingly high percentage of
books and articles on American architecture and engineering use
some of these records.

A number of publications have been issued by other offices
and divisions of the National Park Service itself using HABS/HAER
materials. They represent some of the more important types of
related publications which are not included here, such as
mitigation documentation or studies of historic structures within
the National Park system.

Over the years, a number of useful publication lists and
finding aids have been prepared. Those issued periodically by
HABS/HAER have been included in the bibliography under Lists and
Finding Aids, as have HABS/HAER lists contained in other
significant publications. There are other publications from the
National Park Service and the Library of Congress as well as
published bibliographies which include important references to
HABS/HAER materials.
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Curator, Architectural Collections, and Mary M. Ison, Head,
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Congress; S. Allen Chambers, Jr.; Carol Poh Miller; Margaret
Thomas Will; Diane Maddex; Elisabeth Walton Potter; Samuel
Wilson, Jr.; Lee J. Nelson, National Park Service; Ernest A.
Connally; as well as many State Historic Preservation Officers
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
NATIONAL AND REGIONAL CATALOGS
(listed chronologically)

[Historic American Buildings Survey] Catalogue of
Completed Records, December 15, 1933 to July 15, 1934.

[Washington]: HABS/NPS/Branch of Plans and
Designs/NPS/DOI, [1934].

Informal publ.; soft cover; 89 pp.; 1,043 entries; not
illus.; OP.

The first national catalog of the HABS collection. The
purpose of this informal listing was to tabulate the
impressive accomplishments of the first phase of HABS
recording. The lists and records are for 38 states and
the District of Columbia, compiled during the first
seven months of the HABS program. The catalog is
organized by state and county. Each entry lists the
name of the structure, the survey number, and the
number of drawings and photographs prepared. It is
curiously paginated from 1 to 39a, with a separate
number assigned to the first page of entries for each
state; subsequent pages for each state have the
identifying state number plus subletters.

[Historic American Buildings Survey], Cataloque of
Completed Records, December 15, 1933 to December 31,
1935.

[Washington]: HABS/Branch of Plans and Design/NPS/DOI,
[1936].

Informal publ.; 117 pp.; 1790 entries; not illus.;
index of building types; OP.

This second national catalog of HABS records the vast
quantity of recording done in the first two years of
the survey. The arrangement and pagination is similar
to the 1934 catalog. In this case, the 117-page
catalog ends at p. 41b.

Historic American Buildings Survey: Catalog of the
Measured Drawings and Photographs of the Survey in the

Library of Congress, January 1, 1938.

O’Neill, John P., comp. and ed.; Leicester B. Holland,
intro.

Washington: GPO for NPS/DOI, 1938.

3



HABS

NATIONAL AND REGIONAL CATALOGS

Hard cover; vi + 264 pp.; 2,200 entries; 20 photos; 23
dwgs.; index of building types; appen.: memorandum of
agreement; OP.

The third catalog of HABS records and the first to be
formally printed and illustrated for wide distribution.
Listings for 2,200 structures consist of name, HABS
number, and number of drawings and photos. The compiler
was one of the first staff members of HABS and
supervised the Survey during its early years.

Historic American Buildings Survey: Cataloq of the
Measured Drawings and Photographs of the Survey in the
Library of Congress, March 1, 1941.

[Nichols, Frederick D., comp. and ed.]; Leicester B.
Holland, intro.

Washington: HABS/NPS/DOI, 1941.

Hard and soft covers; viii + 458 pp.; 6,389 entries; 42
photos; 44 dwgs.; index of building types. Xerox
reprint avail. from NTIS (Publ. # PB177632); avail. in
microfiche from same source. Reprint, Burt Franklin
Bibliography and Reference Series 416. [New York: Burt
Franklin (Lenox Hill Publishing and Distributing Co.),
[1971]). The index to building types still constitutes
a valuable reference source to HABS records.

This catalog lists the results of recording done under
various 1930s economic recovery programs before the
hiatus of World War II. Illustrations have been
increased and entry format expanded to include address,
date, style and architect where known. For states with
no updated state catalog, this book served as the basic
guide to the HABS collections for over 40 years. The
index makes this a reference work that is still
valuable today. The editor was one of HABS’ earliest
employees; he later became a distinguished professor of
architecture at the University of Virginia. Holland
was chief, Fine Arts Division, Library of Congress and
Chairman, HABS Advisory Board. Preface (p. vii) refers
to catalog as "Second Edition."

Historic American Buildings Survey Catalog Supplement:
Catalog of the Measured Drawings and Photographs of the
Survey in the Library of Congress, Comprising Additions
Since March 1, 1941.




HABS
NATIONAL AND REGIONAL CATALOGS

(Bailey, Worth, comp. and ed.]

Washington: HABS/Division of Design and Construction/
NPS/DOI, 1959.

Soft cover; 179 pp.; 1,410 entries; 29 photos; 12
dwgs.; OP. Xerox reprint avail. from NTIS (publ. #
PB177633). Microfiche avail. from same source.

Issued as a supplement to the 1941 catalog shortly
after funding for HABS was renewed in 1957. The
entries have been further expanded to include more
detailed physical descriptions of the buildings.
Bailey was an architectural historian and consultant
and a decorative arts specialist. He worked with the
HABS Washington office in the late 1950s and 1960s.

A Checklist of Subjects: Addition to the Survey
Material Deposited in the Library of Congress Since
Publication of the HABS Supplement, January 1959-
January 1963.

Washington: HABS/Division of Architecture/NPS/DOI,
1963.

Informal publ.; 32 pp.; 836 entries; not illus.; OP.

A modest attempt to provide an updated listing of
materials added to the HABS collection. The entries
represent renewed recording by the National Park
Service using student architects as draftsmen and
enlisting private preservation groups as cooperators.
The abbreviated entry format lists only the names of
the buildings, arranged alphabetically by state and
city or town. Compiler was possibly Worth Bailey, who
compiled the 1959 catalog supplement.

Historic America: Buildings, Structures, and Sites
Recorded by the Historic American Buildings Survey and
the Historic American Engineering Record.

Peatross, C. Ford, ed. of essays, and Alicia Stamm,
comp. of checklist.

Washington: published for the Library of Congress by
GPO, 1983.



HABS

NATIONAL AND REGIONAL CATALOGS

Hard cover; xvi + 708 pp.; 16,738 entries for both HABS
& HAER; 287 photos; 154 dwgs.; index to counties by
city. Available from GPO (Publ. # 03-000-00149-4).

The first comprehensive national listing of HABS
records since 1941, this checklist containing 16,738
entries was issued to commemorate the 50th anniversary
of HABS. Includes both HABS and HAER documentation in
Library of Congress through January 1, 1982. Listings
include sites documented by HAER. Because of its size,
entries are limited to name, address, HABS number, and
a code indicating if photographs, drawings, or written
data exist in the archives. Entries are organized by
county with an index of town names and their
corresponding counties. The checklist was compiled by
HABS/HAER archivist Alicia Stamm and a team of ten
interns. The checklist is preceded by 16 essays edited
by C. Ford Peatross, Curator of the Architecture,
Design and Engineering Collections, Prints and
Photographs Division, Library of Congress. The essays
provide valuable contributions to the history of HABS,
its operations, and the uses to which the records have
been put. Topics and authors are listed below:

Allen, Richard Sanders. "Documenting Early American
Technology: Covered Bridges."

Bruegmann, Robert. "HABS at an Awkward Age: The 1960s
and 1970s."
Burns, John. "Recording Historic Buildings: New

Philosophies, New Techniques, New Technologies."

DeLong, David G. "Recording the Work of An Architect:
Frank Lloyd Wright."

Gayle, Margot. "America’s Cast-Iron Heritage".

Ison, Mary M. "Using the HABS/HAER Collections at the
Library of Congress."

Kapsch, Robert J. "Future Directions for the Historic
American Buildings Survey."

Lounsbury, Carl. "Vernacular Construction in the
Survey."
Myers, Denys Peter. "Fittings and Fixtures:

Miscellaneous Americana in Survey Photographs."
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HABS
NATIONAL AND REGIONAL CATALOGS

Peatross, C. Ford. "A Rich Vein in the Mother Lode:
HABS in the Library of Congress."

Peterson, Charles E. "The Historic American Buildings
Survey: Its Beginnings."

Pitts, Carolyn. "Cape May, New Jersey: Preservation of
a Victorian Town."

Rifkind, Carole. "Main Street: Its Revitalization."
Roth, Rodris. "Recording a Room: The Kitchen."
Tatum, George B. "Documenting a City: Philadelphia."

Wilson, Samuel, Jr. "The Survey in Louisiana in the
1930s."

Shaker Catalog. Preliminary [Edition].

Poppeliers, John C., ed. & comp.

Arlington: HABS/Washington Planning and Service
Center/NPS, 1967

Informal publ.; 35 pp.

Extracts from lists of Survey material deposited in the
Library of Congress. In 1967, following several years
of HABS recording of Shaker communities and the
donation of extensive additional HABS records of Shaker
communities by the New York State Department of
Education and Elmer R. Pearson, John C. Poppeliers (who
was senior editor and historian of HABS) prepared
catalog entries for all HABS Shaker records on index
cards, which this union list comprises.

"Shaker Material in the Historic American Buildings
Survey."

Peladeau, Marius B. [and John C. Poppeliers].

The Shaker Quarterly 9(4): 107-132 (Winter 1969).

A virtually direct copy of The Shaker Catalog (entry
1.8), prepared in the HABS office by Jchn C.
Poppeliers, published here without credit to the actual
author. See also Shaker Built, entry 1.10.







