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Architectural, engineering and industrial 
developments have made significant contributions to America's growth. 

The Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) and Historic American Engineering Record (HAER) 
reflect the Federal Government's commitment to preserve important architectural, engineering 

and industrial sites through programs that document outstanding examples of this country's 
physical heritage. Project teams produce measured drawings, large-format photographs, 

and written historical and descriptive reports, made available to the public at the 
Prints and Photographs Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. 20540. 

Users of the HABS and HAER collections may contact the 
division's reference desk at (202) 707-6394. 
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WHAT IS THE HABS/HAER REVIEW? 

The 1993 HABS/HAER Review is intended to provide HABS/HAER's constituency with information 
pertaining to the Division's effectiveness during the fiscal year ending September 30, 1993. The Review 
is designed not only to report what the organization has produced (see 1993 HABS/HAER Recording 
Projects pp. 49-74, Collections Management Program pp. 77-78 and HABS/HAER In the Public Eye pp. 
35-47) but also is meant to highlight the events that made fiscal year 1993 distinct (see Activities In 
Review pp. 17-34) and to feature the HABS/HAER staff, who make many, many contributions to the 
success of HABS/HAER and to their respective fields (see People of HABS/HAER pp. 13-16, and Honors 
and Awards pp. 1-11). 

WHO CONTRIBUTED TO IT? 

The 1993 HABS/HAER Review is a compilation of articles and briefs written by HABS/HAER staff 
members. While contributions are primarily from Washington Office personnel, a few have come from 
project leaders and employees of the HABS/HAER Summer Program. To all who added to the Review's 
content in 1993 — Thank you. 
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Top: Earl R. Reed (center) and the Chicago Office HABS Staff, circa 1934. Bottom: F. Blair Reeves, Project 
Supervisor, University of Florida (far left) and recording team at Johnson-Pratt House, Belfast, Waldo County, 
Maine (HABS No. ME-20). Photograph by: James A. Moore, 1960. 

Do You Recognize These People? If so, please contact HABSIHAER. Complete identification of the office staff 
and team members pictured is necessary in order to transfer the photographs to the HABSIHAER Record Group 
at the National Archives (see p. 78 for more information regarding HABSIHAER activities at the National 
Archives). 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
P.O. Box 37127 

Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF 

Robert J. Kapsch, Ph.D. 

Fiscal Year 1993 was quite a year for HABS/HAER. The highlights were: 

Economic Stimulus Bill Proposed 
The new Clinton Administration came to Washington with a commitment to get the economy moving 
again. This translated into the Economic Stimulus Supplemental Appropriation for Fiscal Year 1993 -
"Rebuild America." We at HABS/HAER saw it as an opportunity for not only providing jobs but for 
documenting historic structures that for decades we haven't had funds to document. HABS/HAER 
developed approximately thirty projects that were to be funded through $1.5 million under this 
appropriation. The appropriation was contested by the Republicans and on April 20th I went to bed after 
hearing that the Senate Republican caucus was going to contest the package but they were going to let 
the summer jobs portion through. The next morning I woke up to the news that the entire package had 
gone down to defeat late the previous night. This is detailed in Appendix B, pages 87-92. 

Impact of Defeated Stimulus Bill 
HABS/HAER had invested $200,000 in staff time in the development of projects for "Rebuild America." 
In retrospect, that time would have been better utilized in developing other outside funded projects. 
Although the HABS/HAER staff rebounded quickly from the defeat of the President's initiative, overall 
levels of documentation dropped — the first time in some twelve years that a HABS/HAER recording year 
had a lower level of recording than the previous year. 

Increased Base Appropriation 
Not all news was bad. During the Fiscal Year 1993, the new president included all HABS/HAER 
Congressional add-ons into the base appropriation. Congress concurred. The total effect was to almost 
double the HABS/HAER base appropriation. Details are shown on. page 17. 

CAD/Photogrammetry Capabilities Expanded 
Despite chronic underfunding in the area of equipment, HABS/HAER has been able to continue to expand 
its CAD/Photogrammetry capability. This capability has placed HABS/HAER on the cutting edge of 
technology and has permitted HABS/HAER to document structures that would not have been documented 
otherwise. Details on pages 18-19. 

New NPS Director Roger Kennedy 
In 1993 we received a new Director of the National Park Service, and one that writes books about 
architecture and uses HABS drawings. 

HABS 60th Anniversary 
In 1993 we celebrated HABS 60th anniversary ~ the oldest Federal preservation program. Details on 
pages 35-36. Next year we celebrate HAER's 25th anniversary. 

Finally, in 1993 we produced a lot of quality documentation, publications and other materials. We invite 
you to peruse the HABS/HAER Review for these accomplishments, 
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(Top) "North-East Elevation," Vernon, Philadelphia, Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania (HABS No. PA-7-2, Sheet 
4 of 17). Drawn by: Raymond Uillman, 1934. (Bottom) "Details," Meridian Hill Park, Washington, District 
of Columbia (HABS No. DC-532, Sheet 17 of 25). Drawn by: Lauren Gruszecki and Daniel C. Sponn -Recording 
Project, 1985. These drawings were exhibited as examples of work done by HABS in its first and sixth decades 
during HABS' Sixtieth Anniversary Celebration at the Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division. 
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EricN. DeLony, HAER Chief, and Dr. John 
C. Harper, Advisory Council for Historic 
Preservation Chairman, pose during the 
President's Historic Preservation Awards 
presentations, December 4, 1992. HAER's 
Historic Bridge Program received one of the 
eighteen honors for demonstrating excellency 
in privately funded historic preservation, 
(courtesy of Advisory Council for Historic 
Preservation) 

Glen Gardner Bridge, Glen Gardner, Hunterdon County, New Jersey (HAER No. NJ-92), is an example of a prefabricated truss bridge that 
HAER's Historic Bridge Program has recorded. HAER Photograph by: Joseph Elliott, 1991. 



HONORS AND AWARDS 

HABS/HAER HONORED 

HAER Historic Bridge Program A Winner 

On December 4, 1992, the Architect of the Capitol, the Honorable George M. White, FAIA, presented the Nation's 
top historic preservation honors to eighteen projects and programs nationwide; among them, the Historic American 
Engineering Record's Historic Bridge Program. Eric DeLony, Chief, HAER received a President's Historic 
Preservation Award for excellence in privately funded historic preservation. "These awards are the foremost 
historic preservation honors the Nation has to offer," Advisory Council Chairman Dr. John C. Harper commented. 
"They represent a direct commendation from the President." 

In addition to Mr. DeLony, project credits were also extended to Neil FitzSimons, American Society of Civil 
Engineers; John Gingles, National Park Service Roads and Bridges Program; Emory L. Kemp, Institute for the 
History of Technology and Industrial Archeology; and Abba Lichtenstein, PE, A.G. Lichtenstein and Associates, 
engineers. Federal Credits were extended to Manuel Lujan, Jr., Secretary of the Interior; James M. Ridenour, 
National Park Service; and Robert J. Kapsch, HABS/HAER Chief. 

Jury comment: "Before the Historic American Engineering Record began its program, the 
prefabricated metal truss bridge was threatened with extinction. Since that time more than 700 
such bridges have been documented through HAER measured drawings, photographs, and text, 
and the information deposited in the Library of Congress. An important part of America's built 
heritage has been preserved as a result; HAER has set a high standard for other Federal 
preservation programs." 

HABS/HAER Video Nationally Recognized 

America on Record: The Work of HABS/HAER, the expanded, twenty-five minute, PBS standard video produced 
by Cary Goldweber of the National Association of Home Builders for HABS/HAER, was entered into the Spring 
1993 CINE Golden Eagle Film and Video Competition. CINE is the Council on International Nontheatrical Events; 
their competition is one of the preeminent showcases for documentary and live short feature films and videos. 
Winning a CINE Golden Eagle in one of those categories has been a prerequisite for nomination for an Academy 
Award. The HABS/HAER video made it to the stage two level of the competition, something of an accomplishment 
in itself, but did not win a Golden Eagle. One juror commented that it was a "good representation of U.S. 
preservation effort,." Another juror said, "Well done film, most people would enjoy. It is nice to know this type 
of work is being done to save or record our history." 

Because of the CINE Competition, America on Record: The Work of HABS/HAER came to the attention of the 
United States Information Agency, who invited HABS/HAER to submit the video for one of their periodic 
screenings. USIA selected the video for entry in general and/or specialized film and video festivals and events 
abroad, for distribution to the U.S. Information Service posts abroad, and for broadcast to more than 250 cities 
around the world over WORLDNET. WORLDNET provides satellite programming to American embassies, 
consulates, and USIA posts overseas. In her letter to HABS/HAER, Jane A. Helms, Program Officer for USIA's 
Television and Film Service, Bureau of Broadcasting, said, 

On the behalf of the U. S. Information Agency, I wish to thank HABS/HAER for donating "The 
Work of HABS/HAER" to the United States Information Agency for distribution to U.S. 
Information Service posts abroad. As you know, I had the opportunity of previewing this excellent 
film . . . . Over the years, the National Park Service, and its many branches, has helped USIA 
introduce international audiences to the beauty of America — as well as its history, culture and 
traditions. We are grateful to NPS for helping us promote America abroad. 
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HONORS AND AWARDS 

Department of Interior Meritorious Service Medal Recipient 

On October 13, 1993, National Park Service Director Roger Kennedy presented to Robert Kapsch, HABS/HAER 
Chief, the Department of Interior Meritorious Service Medal. The award consists of a silver medal with the 
Department of Interior Buffalo inscribed on one side and the recipient's name and an elevation of the south facade 
of the Interior Building inscribed on the reverse side. It is accompanied by a lapel pin, bearing the emblem of the 
Department's buffalo, and a citation. The citation accompanying this award read (in part): 

Dr. Kapsch has served as the Chief of the HABS/HAER Division since April 1980. In this 
capacity. Dr. Kapsch has distinguished himself through leadership and management innovations 
that resolved longstanding problems and focused the program on assisting in the preservation of 
the most significant historic structures in the nation. He eliminated a longstanding backlog of 
uncompleted projects and developed a major cultural resource database. He also developed a 
series of publications and doubled the size of the permanent HABS/HAER Collections in the 
Library of Congress. Dr. Kapsch established the first computer assisted drawing-photogrammetry 
laboratory in the United States for documenting large and complex historic structures. He 
undertook record numbers of documentation projects on the primary historic structures of the 
National Park Service and National Historic Landmarks throughout the United States so as to 
provide quality documentation to assist in the preservation of these important structures. Dr. 
Kapsch has, through his leadership and management, brought HABS/HAER Program to the 
forefront of architectural and engineering knowledge and research in the United States... 

National Park Service Director Roger Kennedy 
presents HABS/HAER Chief Robert J. Kapsch with 
a Department of Interior Meritorious Service Medal 
October 13, 1993. The award consists of an 
inscribed silver medal, a lapel pin and a written 
citation, (courtesy of the National Park Service) 

In presenting the Meritorious Service Award to Dr. Kapsch, Director Kennedy made an additional presentation, a 
signed copy of his recent book, Mission: The History of the Missions of North America (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 
1993) featuring HABS drawings. Dr. Kapsch is the third HABS/HAER employee to receive, in recent times, the 
coveted Meritorious Service Award, after former Chief of HABS Kenneth L. Anderson and HABS photographer 
Jack E. Boucher. 

DeSIGN & Effectiveness Competition Award Winner 

Johns Hopkins University Press publication, Landmarks of Prince George's County, was acknowledged as a 
top design of an illustrated book during The Washington Book Publishers awards program held at the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies on May 20, 1993. The book, produced jointly by HABS and the 
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, highlights the rich architectural heritage of Prince 
George's County, Maryland, with photographs by HABS photographer Jack E. Boucher, and essays by HABS 
Historian Catherine Lavoie and HABS/HAER Chief Robert Kapsch on the county's history, architecture and 
local preservation movement. 
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HONORS AND AWARDS 

HABS/HAER Chief Awarded Honorary Membership in AIA 

The American Institute of Architects (AIA) President Susan Maxman, FAIA, announced that Robert J. 
Kapsch, HABS/HAER Chief, will be awarded Honorary Membership in the AIA at the AIA's annual meeting 
in Los Angeles in May 1994. Dr. Kapsch, Chief of HABS/HAER for the last fourteen years, is one of ten 
individuals, and the only government employee, to be so honored by AIA. Honorary Membership in the AIA 
is awarded to individuals who have significantly contributed to the profession of architecture. Dr. Kapsch was 
so honored because of his dedication, support and promotion of the Historic American Buildings Survey over 
the years. Honorary AIA conveys with it the right to use the title, "Hon. AIA," and to enjoy all the privileges 
of membership in the American Institute of Architects. 

HAER Employees Recognized 

Several HAER staff members were presented special National Park Service "Fast Track" awards during the 
1993 Project Leader Training Session in December. Todd A. Croteau, HAER Architect, was recognized for 
his leadership of HAER's documentation of historic roads and bridges in the National Park Service system, 
including his conception and design of illustrated brochures showing the results of documentation. Craig 
Strong, HAER Architect, was honored for his administrative skill in organizing and supervising four 
documentation teams in Birmingham, Alabama, in 1992, duties beyond his normal responsibilities at the time. 
Joel Sabadasz, HAER Historian, and Christopher H. Marston, HAER Architect, were given awards in 
recognition of their roles in saving HAER documentation materials from a fire that threatened the HAER 
Homestead Field Office in 1992. Each of these four staff members received a monetary award and a 
certificate in appreciation for their services. 

In addition, Christine L. Madrid, HAER Historian, received a Special Achievement Award in May 1993, 
recognizing her attention to detail and outstanding organizational and editing skills as HABS/HAER Historian. 
The award noted her enthusiasm for completing transmittal of the documentation to the Library of Congress 
and her contribution to the reduction of the HABS/HAER backlog of documentary materials. 

HABS/HAER Chief Awarded Second Doctorate 

In 1993, HABS/HAER Chief Robert J. Kapsch completed all of the requirements for the Ph.D. degree -- his 
second - from the University of Maryland in American Studies. His dissertation was entitled, "A Labor 
History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House: 1793-1817," an exploration of the end 
of the craft organizations in the United States and the beginning of what we know as the architectural 
profession. The White House (at that time called the President's House) was an ideal vehicle for exploring 
the existence and subsequent demise of the numerous builders' organizations that existed between the 
Revolutionary War and the War of 1812 and their replacement by the modern architect/contractor system of 
building. Dr. Kapsch's adviser was University of Maryland Professor Mary Sies, well-known to members 
of the Vernacular Architecture Forum and other organizations. This relationship developed into several other 
activities including the University of Maryland Intern program at HABS/HAER and the University of 
Maryland-HABS/HAER training program, an effort that has continued for the last several years. Future joint 
activities planned between HABS/HAER and Professor Mary Sies include placing the HABS/HAER database 
on-line on INTERNET at the University of Maryland and developing additional training course that will 
further the state of the art of historic preservation. 

The University of Maryland will confer the Ph.D. on Dr. Kapsch in May of 1994. Dr. Kapsch's first Ph.D. 
was from The Catholic University of America in engineering and architecture (1983). He also holds masters 
degrees from the George Washington University in management and historic preservation. 
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