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Dunpbin Island has boon so highly developed for private bame sites
MMMWMttmlmman
potential for public recrestion.

Potit Dods and NHern Islends are partially owned by the FPigh and
Vildliife Service snd acquisfition of the romaining private property
on. both for use ald management as vwildlife refuge areas is plammed,

ALl of the islends are nesting, resting and feeding mreas for
numsrous wator fowl,

mmuumcm.mn.mmutmnmm to hrrioptes
of considerable magnitude at sbout ten~year intervals and are of sush
l.uelmtlmutoh“ﬂhvtlﬂuﬂmﬂlhﬁl!“
ot not directly in the path of such storma.

mmmwumwmmmm
balf miles during the past contury. Eroding oo the essters onds and
land bulléing on the vostern ouds indicates the process is cantinuing,
. CORCLUSION o
it is mu-gm dovelgpauty on Pauphiz Island, present and
Mmﬁv“bdmuwa'ﬂhm. the comptant throat

of destructive uricanes, the inaccessibility of the ongire group



and the general lack of sufficlest area for development, adaiais—
tration and use a8 a public recreation area precludes further
conuiderntion of the Gulf Islawnds ne & Nstiosal Sesshore,

It is recomsandod that:

Public recreaticn on Dauphin Islacd be left to the disaretien of
the Deuphin Island Park and Rocreation Board,

Smagement and protecticn of Petit Bods and Horn Islands ms units
of Gulf Islands National vildlife Refuges remain with the Fish and
vildidfe Serviee.

Purthor study be made of Cat Island by an appropriste aguncy to
dotoruine its potentialities for wildlifo refuge purposos.

Although Ship Island is of less than sational sigunificance, publie
recreational opportunities should be coutinved and furthor developed,

No further consideration a3 a potential Hstioual Seashore be given
this saland group.




Oulf Islands, as considercd in this report, consists of five
islands lovated in the Gulf of Nexieco offshore fram Alabama
and Blssiseippd. One, Deuphin, is connocted to the maluland by
A causcway, while the othors, Petit Dols, Horn, Ship and Cat,
are scoessiible aniy by boat.

auphin Island

This barrier roaf ilsland, fiftem miles long and from coe-half te
oo mile So width, lies off the coast of Alabasa, betwoen Petit
Dods and the mpin seaward passage to lobile Bay, The castern
portion of the lsland 1g wooded and hoavily developod with private
homas and commercial enterprise. A parkvay-type road loads froe
the three and ene-hal{ millica dollar csuseway, to Port Gaines
shore & military rodar installation exists, Fert Gaines is devoloped
82 & public use area aloug with beach romtage. As eightoen foot
road also runs westerly for five miles with gooess to subdivided
lots that are cccuplied to vithin cight miles of the westerly end
of Mo tsland. This ares 48 #parsel; vegetatod. Opoil is bedng
used 10 ipcrossc the $8Pwage and homogite use of the islend and 80
pmn.-nmnr-nuut. m-umumuq-
twomnile Mdm rodl Fwming wosterly from the Mewt
subdivided lota., The remaining six ailes of unspoiled Lsland with




snnd bemches sbould be retaihed for public recreation. This appears
to be the beet uee for this section since all subdivided Llots have
signs posted designating that besch fromtage 15 closed to the publie
and enforeoed by cousty sutborities, The rownd trip toll feo to
cross the causeway has been raised from 51,00 to §1.25 recently
bocause of insufficicot funds to defruy the cost of construetien
and operatics.

Potst Bols lsignd

This teland, nearly eight miles long but less than one-half mile
wide, lics ten miles southemst of Pascagouls, Mississippd. It is
voarly deveid of trecs, has fresh and saltwater sarshés, a fou
fresh wator pouds and sone arens of palmetto. The beach is wide,
flat and shell littered. The Fish and Fildlife Service owns mearly
half the acresge of the fsland dividod by a privately owmed strip
noar the wider portien. (Sec attachod sietcl,) It is the isteation
of the Fish snd Wildiife Service to scquire the vemsinder of tho
island to provide sesting areas for horon, h-tm-i-mw,
Iawghing gull, mad royel, sandwich sad lesst (@S, Rigratery
fresh wsater ducks sleo use this island r.:-.-m station, ._r- '
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PETIT BOIS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
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Basn Telend

lora Island is southeast of Blloxi, Wesissippt ad west of
Potit Dols Jodand, This is the largest of the island group,
containing 4,000 aores in its twelve-milo leugth and ooo—half
wile average width. The besch is wide, gently sloping, and has

A fairly stoop foreshore. The sand is clear and white, and the
vater cloar wnd closa., Elevated arvas are covered with slash

pine and Live cslks. Considerebls portions of the island are
marsh graoe and thare are a fow frosh water ponds. Ao artesian
vater system hag boon doveloped on the island Dut weter is sulphurcus
to saell and taste. umes have & sacioun height of thirsp-five foot
and are moderately high on the Guilf side of the fsland, The Pleh
God Wildlife Sorvice owug over cno-balf (ho island and intonds

$0 soquire tho remaloing prévately owmod laad in the near Duture,
(3o attachod shetch.) The island 18 used as @ pesting ares by the
losst tem, caprey, son turtlicos and o fov alligeters. Rod head,
swanp, ringnock and fresh water duchs as woll a8 show and blue
Soose foed en the ilaland,
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Saip Isiand

This island 1o cloveu milos south of Biloxi, Mlssisaippl and
beteoen Cat and Horn Islands. It 15 aight to nine miles long
&nd from 500 to 4,000 feot wide coutalning 1,300 escres of Land,
The sastora portion of the tsland is forested with slagh pine snd
1ive oak, while tho belmoe is low marsh and unstable dunes wvith
very MtEls cover, Water has been found on the island and i
reported to be potable, While the western partion of land is low,
ungtable and has little cover, considorable mmbers of migratory
birglife use tho island, Colonial sesting Lirds would probably
use the faland If they wore undisturbed,

Rovsler Alr Furce Dese maintaing a regroation ares on the island
for sdlitary porscnnel. The Joe Mosgan Anerican Legion Post of
OGulfport owms ucat of the island includicg Fort Msssachusetts,

u-puammuﬁthmm--erm

considerable uso md it is reported that the ferries from Guifport
s Bilomi oftes truvel to the isluamd uu'mm‘m-u".

-

Cat Ialand ¥ N

™ig FP]‘M n-"‘l-mmm-{nm.
the Guifport and Poss Chrdstisn, It s oarshy throughout §
i'. . with sefttered woods oo higher grownd. numum
scross the "top” of the "T". This latter portion has wide cleen
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beachos, low, drifting dunes, amnd an irveguler deeply pocketed
offshore. The southemm tip of the island is owush at high side.
The island is untiovolopod csvept for threo buildings, & plor and

& noandering jeop road. Mmerous ducks wore using the islaad when
shoerved. It 44 roporteod to be undor cne owership and 1t 1s undesr-
stood he will sell te the highest biddor.

LAMD USE AID POSIIHLY DEVELOPERHT

o Islonds do oot appesr to lond thensolves, individually oo
oollectively, to any luarge seale recreational developmwidt.

hen cousideration is given to the possibility of connecting the
islands togother and to the mainland by causcways with a rood along
the length af each, difficulties of comsiderable mognitude at ohoe
boomme apperent. The haraful offcct on the falands snd o the Wird-
1ife now using them would be of firgt lmpartance. Low lying and
m.mm-mmumaMﬂ

| it usual rosdside develophsnts. Iich of fie present natural valuo
of the land would be destroyed pinply by the sot of read constructiocs,
m“momu?mtouuc'ﬁ-'--um.u
urﬂ'nmuumwfuﬂumumu-jpmzar
Fieting, sosting and feeding,

‘l:I'E.c", 2
‘_-ummmmmnmtuthm*

tiko in making the islands scoessible, 1t would Sppeer that cohts |




would be so high, for the benefits recelved, as o be prohibitive,
Based ou cost of construction of the present causevay btuilt to
Dauphin Island poveral years ago, this project would probably cast
mare than §00,000,000.

POTENTIAL OB PROPOSED ADVERSE UsX

Klsoshore it has boen poiatod cut that Deupbin lolend is alresdy
develeped 0 the polat whare cnly limited epportunity for publie
recreation remains. There probably will be additiosal development
if the favorable martet for wuterfrout lots and Leach cottages
continues and it is conceivable that all the most desirsble beach
will scmoday be lost te public recreation Uso.

Insofer a8 Petit Bols and HBoen Islanda are conossned, thay are
uninkabitod, are out of sight of land, aro cesentislly unaltered
and provide a hatural aresa suitable to coclonial sesting birds andd
other waterfowl., Certaindly they should be presorved in as natural
8 condition as powsible in onder to proserve areas such as these
from pessing from the Amcorican scene. AMoquisition of private
MGMOJM,_“M g by the Pigh and
wildiife Service will offfeetively romove throats of
mmw_t.mulaw.

@hip Island, pow owned in part by the Joo Bargun Anorican Logion
Post, B slrewdy recoiving heary recroaticcal use during the summer
sodgon, It 19 Ao fact the only ane of the five lolands vhere scheduled




forrios from Gulfport wed iloxi provide accessibility by beat.

Posing some threst to the public use of the beaoh 15 a plan being
proposed by the lagion Post end Ship Island Port, Ino., & dovolop-
mant carporation, vherely & chago ia the status of owmership of

ip Island wvould be made, & causeway bullt to the island, mnd
desirable beach cottages and homesites developed under private
owneraldp. The attached clippings indicate the thinking sud intentions
of the legion Poet and Development Corporation for the lelau®s
eventual wéw. This plan would limit the recroational wse of Suip
Ialand @l would mot be in the best publie inteyest,

Although so particular thoeet o Cat. I[sland is kmowm, this islesd
Gt the samo time posscaces less recreaticnel boech potectial than
the others, Howevar, as 3 moans of preoservetion through publie
Gemershilp, soquisition by the Flsh amd Wildlife Seorvice would appoar
uhummmuuuumtm:wmu
ﬂlhl“olﬂﬂmhlhﬂ!lﬂ.dnmm
Bofuges,
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The Ship Island Plan

The American Legion of Gulfport and the Causeway
Committee are proposing a new plan for the development
of Ship Island and a causeway to the island, The pro-
posed plan does not appear to be much different from the
old plan under which a real estate development company |
would secure control of the island.

The present plan also bas provision for passage of
Senate Bill 1680, which would permit the Legion to lease |
the island to private developers.

The Dally Herald believes if restriétions were neces-
sary in the sale of the island more than 25 years ago
there certainly Is more need for such restrictions in any
bill now introduced in Congress to spell out how the
taland can be used and by whom. The original sale pro-
vided the island should be maintained for park and
recreational purposes. There is now more peed for
reserving the island for this purpose than there was when
the sale was originally made to the American Legion.

Passage of Senate Bill 1680 would make the lease
between the Legion and Associated Development Com-
pany binding. If the contract between the contracting
parties were cancelled, there would be nothing to prevent
the Legion selling or leasing the island to the state and
the state in turn leasing it to any organization.

With the state treasury in the condition it is now,
there does not seem to be much possibility the Legisla-
tare would go along with any plan for an appropriation|
for a causeway to Ship Island, and there is doubt a cause-
way could be financed solely by toll. The causeway 1o
Dauphin Island, which is much shorter than the proposed
eauseway to Ship Island, is not paying its way with a toll.

The Daily Herald believes the surest way to assure
Ship Island will have the widest public nse is for it 1o
become & National Park. If the National Park Service
were acquainted with the historical significunce ol the
lsland and its possibility as a recreational area we helieve
the service would show an interest in sequiring the slund.

Submitted by: BUREAL OF SPOCRT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE

CIULF ISLAND N2 TITNAL WILDLIFE REFUGES
P. O, BOX 165 BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI






