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Introduction
uﬂdhh.ﬂh‘ Smith, Engineer, and Nr, C. R. Vintem,
Inspector, Rosa Islani and Penseco la were inspeoted January ©

the morning of January 7. As prelimimary to the report it should

Mr. Vinten has made froquent inspections of Santa Eoss Island on
behalf of the Florida State Park Board which had sericusly considered
anta Rose Islend as a State Beach Park

Pensacola was gottled besause of Spanish-French rivalry in the
| Gulf region. In 1662 Sieur de La Salle salled down the Migsisgsippi
Rogion for Louis XIV., In 1684 he organ-
ized sn expedition which failed to mccomplish its purpose. However,
it aroused the fears of the Spanish who sent an expedition to Pense-
! cola in 1598 and made the first settloment in the vioinity of where
Fort San Carlos de Barrancas now stands. The first fortification
erected was a wooden structuwe about ome hundred feet square. The pure
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r pose of the settloment was to defend the fine harbor sgainat the Prenchs
¥ 4 The defense was not adequate to keep the Fremoh from capturing Pensacola
o) in 1719 and holding it until 17235, Before leaving the tomm the Fremoh

burned the impoverished settlomemt. Therefore, the Spanish decided to
ﬂb!i* their town on Sants Resa Island

Santa Rosa Island

o Baint Rogs was and when the is “n“disnuthp'.,
J!"". Inﬁupﬂli.ninnry-m made by the 8 in 1093 the west
of the ulmmn.‘ﬁlﬂh&iqmuﬁﬂﬂnm sor of 3
matios who was mapping the aree. It was planned to defend the
by ereocting farts st Puente Sequemsa and the spit of land across
bay and streteh a rope betweem the two forts.
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In 1723 Pensacola was tuilt on the west end of Sante Rosa Island
and Port Santa Rosa (woodem structure) was erected.

In 1754 & hwrricane destyoyed the settlement on Saste Rosa Island
the survivors settled on the mainland,

PENSACOLA TWO CENTURIES AGO

SKETCH OF THE TOWN ON BANTA ROSA ISLAND DRAWN [N 1743 AND PUBLISHED IN THE UNIVERSAL
MAGATINE, LONDON, JANUARY, 1784

The site of Pensacols on Santa Rosa Island is in the vielnity

of Fort Pickens and pert of the island that the War Depurtment has
reserved for i%s own operation®s 'I:.'

Fort Pickem lossted on the west end of Santa Rosa Island is
still an active military post. It is acoessible only by boat.

Fort Pickems was started in 1830's and played an aotive part
during the Civil Wer, It with Fort Teylor and Fort Jeffersom are
among the few (if not the only) forts in Confederste territory held
by Union troops throughout the war,
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j:“f“/ﬁ'. More thamn
£5,000,000 have been spent in
Escambia County for good
roads ey radiate north,
cast und west from Pensacola,
olfering the motorist the
highest type of road con-
struction amidst surround-

ings of great scenic beauts

(}llli‘.‘ In addition to the

many natural advantages
Pensacola has to offer visi-
turs, she has developed two
of the finest eighteen-hole
golfl courses in the South.
Ihe Pensacola Country Club,
lscated two miles from the
city, is most interesting. | he

fairways are good and gr

greens in exeellent condition
muake putting a plc-.l-lnr, The

Osevala Country Club, located

SCENIC HIv
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The history of Fort Plckens and its long range bombardment with
Yort Barrances and Fort Eedoubt during the Civil War can be found in
the Offigial Records and should be investi gated.

Fort Pickens is & brick fortificstion which iz cbsolete as a de-
fense snd no doubt will be abandoned like the other fortificstions of
that poriod.

Recommendations:

it is rocommended thet the Pawrk Service acquire it whem the War
Departaent is willing t© release it.

Fort San Carlos

Douﬂ.mm

The fortifioations extant at Pemsacole are Fort Pickens, Fort
NeBae, Fort San Carlos de Barrancas, Fort Barranoas and Fort Redoubt.
(Seo Map)

Of these fortifications Gen Carles is the oldest. It was muilt
by the Spanish in the 1760's. It 18 & semi-ciroular briek fort which
at one time was covered with plaster, The design on the plaster is
similar to that found om Spanish houses in St. Auguatine. It is be-
lieved b Julian C. Yonge that thin red brick uged im the structure
were made in the vicisify of Fensacola.

The fort has two casemetes, the wooden interiors of which are
apparently of recent origin as noted from the tongue and groove mill-
work. Above the doors of the casemates are remants of decorstive
serolls. The glacis and terreplein are of suffiolent clevetion
proteet the emtrances of the cesemates from punfire.
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The design of the fort is unliks any other fortification that
the writer has knowledge of . The men who designed the structure is
unknown, nor have plans of the fortificetion or the costs of ocon-
struction been found,

Fort San Carlos was takem by Andrew Jackson in 1814 when hie
stormed the town of Memsacola, The Spanish who held Pensecola per=-
mitted the British to use it es & baseé of operations against the
United Stetes, Jackson did not hesitate to teke Pensscola, even
though Spein was nominally a neutral nation. 4 detailed study of
Jackson's invesion and its politicel implications should be made,
Fort Sen Carlos wes teken by Andrew Jackeon in 1818 when the
Spanish were giving aid to the Seminole Indians, This event hed,
direoct bearing on the purchase of Florida end deserves cereful stidy.

FORT BARRANCAS R
(Msans ravine)

Fort Barrencas is a messive brick structure built by the
United States in 1839-lulli. Part of Fort San Carlos was removed
when Barrancas was tullt, The fort is trismgular In shape end the
interior arrengement is different from that of Forts Pulaskdi,
Jefferson or Clinch. It had no cesemate guns. The walls were
pierced for rifle fire. The rooms (casemstes) are narrow paggage-
ways which widen out at each rifle loophole. Provisien was made
on top of the feort for barbette guns, The fort has & command ing
view of the harbor and wes surrounded by a dry mosts The mechanism
of the drawbridge is still intsoct. 2 number of the origlnal heavy
doors are still in place.

- Fort Barrancas was taken by the Confederates under Gereral
Bragg and played a part in the artillery duel across Pemsgcola
Harber

Fort Redoubt

Located about ons thousand yards distant from Fort Barramcas
this large briek fortification was Built by the United States to
defend Pensaools from land ettgels It was built the seme time Fort
Bmmu wes under cons truc‘bb"n.

W

2 & dry moet surrounds '!:!u fart and the drawbedge mechanism is )\

W’K L 48 plsoce, A tummel connected Fort Barrancy jand Fort . ‘edoubt.
‘ﬁ’ %ﬂek of the p part of the fort have pipeinted hlack.

fort is in ref ' good state of prese

The fort was taken by the Confederstes during thc Civil War,

[



Lln Oak Plantation

The aplos.tatim of natural rescurces and the advancement of
the frontier has been ons of the great themes in Ameriocan history.
Less study and thought has been zivem to the histary of comservation
which has become a vital subjeot today and will increase in upcrt-
ance as time marches on.

In the light of information avmilable the first Federal venture
in camservetion took place on a trast of ground scross the bey frem
Santa Rosa Islemd, In 1828 Presidemt John Cuincy Adams set eside the
naval reserve called Live Oak Plantation for the puspese of presery-
ing the live osks used extensively for building vessels. Thiekly °
wooded areas were thinned out to mske s more substential growbth and .
two hundred esres were used &s an experimmmtal tract ia planﬁng ’
trees:

The timbers for reconditionimg of "01d Ironsides” in 1927
ceme from Live Osk Plemteation.

Live Oak Plantation 1s two and cne half miles lmg and about
one mile wide. The coastal highway passes through the length of
the trast. The area has & commanding view of Santa Rosa Island.
The Boy Seouts and the Girl Soouts have samps in the area. The
tract is owned by the Navy,

w O e

Hilhoriul Signifioanse of
the Area sa a Whole

Pemsacols, the Capital of West Florids, has sn interesting
history thet is of more than looal importance. The importaxt hise

- forisal ramains are excellmt focal points from which to disseminate
‘the story of early explorations and early attempts at sclenigation

fn the Gulf Region; the rivalry of Spanish, Fremoh, English uﬂ
Amerieans for the possession of this ares; the War of 181R, t s
raids of Jackson, the Semimole Indian War, the purdhese of Floridn, &
attempts at oomcrvatia. snd the c1v11 Ware o

Pensacols and e Augistine were the narthcm mputa of @ '
vest Spanish.smpire centersd around the Carribbedi. Fert Ban Carlow =
with Fort Mjises and Fort larion spe smeng the Py “Spenish fortis
fications exbast in the esstern f the United States, Iach is
loonted et & strategic point and plmd e ligniﬁcmt role ia
.ﬁnrtun histary.

It is recomaended that Fert San Carlos, Ferd m. rm
Redoudbt and Live Oak Plantation De 1nclu¢o¢ u % umt ares.




ggmmm i;or Devel opment

1, The Live Osk Plantation would be suitable for the administra-
tive and utility group: It is centrally located with reference to
all areas; has telephone and eleoctricity emd apparently & zood

2,  Sufficient sres should be cbteined around Forts San Carlos,
Barrencas and Redoubt to provide for seenic control and parking,

3 npmto roadway should be comstructed from these farts to
the highway so that present Fort Barrancas could remain .mmt u
a niliwy reswrvation. ‘

L. cuufct stations and renger stations should be located unr
the prung areas. Begsuse the visitors hebitually deface walls
and vse casemstes me lstrines, it will be necessery to have at
least one rmgor on duty et Forts San Carlos and Berrencas and me
at Fort Kedoubt.

S5e Provision should be made for trasilside exhibits, probably
something similar to those desigmed for Stone River National Iil-
itery Park, Orientetion 4isks will be needed at TI'ort Barrancas.

6. Some of the dark passageways is Fort Barrancas should te
lighted. It was moted that part of the fort is wired for lighting.

Te The east end of Senta Rosa Island is leaged end has thirty
five cottages that are shabby lookiny. If cottage zroups sre to "
be inoluded in the scheme of development, they should be carcfully i '
planned. '

| ‘8¢  The parking area at the Cesine deserves oareful trestment,
The tavern, bowling alley and the multitude of advertising signe
at these places are out of keseping with the surroundings.

9 The water tank on Sante Rosa Island should oventually bO
lowered. A pressure system oould be instslled.
10. State highway No. 115 crogses Sante Ross Island et the eapk
end and follows the comst. The question of ownership of tho roed
end policing power shamld be considered. -

1l1. Some of the people of Pensacols have the ides that the
Jetional Park Servioce will tuild e highwey across Ssenta Rosa
“Island, Because the islend is narrow the oonstruetion of & thoro-
fare would lessen the value of the area ss s recroationel beach
parke. Spur roads from the east snd west ends of {he island are
desirable, especially as the area beccwes increasingly popular.
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It was sstinated 250,000 people visited the Casine last summer,
Bathing, Miking, fishing and boating sre the chief recreatiam.
Landing docks on the north side of Santa Ross Island (Samta Roee
Sound) will maks it possible for people to explore the island
et various points.

12, Steps should be taken to have the State Roed Department take
over the toll bridges between Santa Rosa Island and Fensacola
and make them free ss they have dome in other parts of the state.

13. I% is recommended that the people of Pensaoccla take the
initiative in the trensfer of Live Oak Plantation, Fort San Carlos,
Fort Barmrancas and Fort Redoubt,

1. The fesecos md radio antenna should be removed from Fort
Barrsnoas, ‘ ' - :

- The sourcde of my historioal dsta is Mr, Julisan C, Yonge,
Editor, Floride Historiocal Soclety Quarterly snd who possesses
ane of the Tinest collections on Floridisns.
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NOTES on trip of January 6, 1938
to Saute Rosa Islaxd
Pensacola, Florida
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Trip wes made in company with Coordineting Superintendent
Herbert B, Kahler and Engineer Olinus .mith. .

Areas visited:

(1) Ports San Carlos ~ Barancas - Redoubt

(2)
(3)

United States liaval Reservetion
Saxta Rosa Island

Reconmendations s
(1) Forts San Carlos - Barancas - Redoubt.

a. A report on the historical aspects of these inter-
esting structures is being submitted by Coordinat-
ing Superintendent ¥ahlor.

be In considerirg transfer of these fortifiostions to
the National Perk Service it is recommsnded that
boundaries be delinected which will provide for sepa-
rate ocmtrol of acoess, end udequste marginl arces
which will pernit the location of roeds smd fevce e~
closures according o scenic demands and e neoeseity
for adequate paridng snd oiroulation. he removel of
radio masts and old cmorete tower shouid be ponsid-
ered in future studies.

;&

The United. m. Naval Reservation’ ‘ar "Live Oak

‘Tlantatiog” is of timely interest due to its mssoede

atiom wi Qtrly beginnings of conservetion., Aside
from its historic vajue 4& acceptance by the Servios
will provide a buffdf.; t further emloitatiagf

property by undesiratij# iuntrusions end will pres «
generous len;th of native wodland and socenic sh :
line whioh might otherwise be sacrificed to the hasty
development whioh is evident in this locsality. Assept-
cnce of this ares will sive control of 4o snd me
half miles of highway froutege. The unit, im iteele,
holds interesting historic, recreational nnd sommic
possibilities, and is situated so as to gerve ez & = =
probable center of administration for all three units.




(3) Sesmta Hosa Island 1s the anly ommtinvous :tntch of

sand bVeach in Florida, smder omnership end within
the realm of possible aog don, thad possesses
suf ficient extent to be of ationel impertanse as a
seashore arca. The fuat that almost £ifty miles of

thie boach 45 on an islend ghould be em inpmt \ :
factor in stuplifying comrol. ) | /\,{
!ho existence of leassd partnu, of Santg xon /

Iglend pre considered as wmfavorable factors wiish sh 1&#
be oleared by agreements whioch would ultimatgly termi
emtrel by privets interestss It is felt thut tie oo
lems of the toll dridge, Pensacola Besch, the old "pi
ship" and the Tower Desch, are itess whieh ecan be soly
most effeetivaly if ziven consideration during the £
ative period when loeal citiszens are working out deta
of property transfers., Consideration should further
given to the highway rights-of-way o the ecstern and
west orn ends of the Island, The castern emd of the
from the Last Pass dridge to Tower Beach is trevers
U, S. Highway No. 98 for a distanee of four and ome
miles, and comstruction of parking sreas snd main
of the mmﬁ is now acnuplished by the State load De
mmte \ %
\ \ \

The mmp.umarmammmwamn‘ u
Islend by the iy Const Defehse bease is not of njw
oomsiderstion exocept that the existence of an estive
military unit in this location hinders the possible use
of Fort Pickens as sn historic link in this delightful
“ohain of historical aross. It 1s possible that this
fort may be added to the other unite in the preposed
ares in the course of time, such batteries are now cbee~
lete, It is recommended that the National Park Serviee
be placed on record as teing interested in the Fort
Pickens base, as well as the quarsstine station islaad
near the toll bridge, in order that these propertiss may
act fall into private hands.

- 5. -

The above notes ars made solely from the standpoint of

describing and evalusting the aress under cawideration, end
also to note certain precautions which should be glven early

sttentiom. /@ ﬁ (/W






