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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ft. Barrancas Historic District is located on 64 acres at the Pensacola Naval
Air Station. There are three structures included in this district: Fort Barrancas,
Battery San Antonio and the Advanced Redoubt of Ft. Barrancas.

Fort Barrancas is a diamond-shaped irregular polygon with sides measuring 125' x
120" x 195" x 182'., The fort is composed of riflemen's galleries and cannon
casemates in the counterscarp wall, a dry moat or ditch on two sides which opens
to the south in an area defined by the north wall of Battery San Antonio and a
terreplein and parade under the ramparts and through the mnorth wall of the battery.
Another tunnel provides access between the counterscarp wall and the spaces in the
ramparts.

Barrancas is constructed of brick with a sand and lime mortar. There are 4 powder
magazines; 2 in the counterscarp wall and 2 in the fort proper. All are vaulted
spaces lined with independent wood frame floors, walls and ceilings. They are said
to be the only original wood-lined magazines still in existence. :

Except for the powder magazines, all other floors are brick. 1In several areas the
brick has either been removed or covered with sand.

The sally port entrance into Barrancas still has its original double hung wooden
doors. The entrance originally supported a drawbridge for which most of the
mechanism still remains. A wood frame modern bridge, supported on brick piers,
now provides access to the fort and the top of the counterscarp wall.

The entire interior of the fort and most of the interior of the counterscarp wall
are presently blocked off for safety reasons. All four corners of the fort have
shifted and cracked and wooden support beams have been placed in each. Many
gallery support walls have also deteriorated through the years.

Barrancas has recently received Land Heritage appropriations for stabilizationmn.
This work, which should begin within the next two years, will preserve the fort
for future generations.

Battery San Antonio, located immediately below and south of Ft. Barrancas, is a
typical 18th century masonry fortification with the major elements of a glacis,
counterscarp, dry ditch, rampart, terreplein and parade which contains three vaulted
bombproofs below a firing platform. Overall dimensions are 138" x 230'.

San Antonio is a semi~circular structure composed of Spanish, English and American
brick depending on the level observed. Most of the floors were originally brick.
All are sand filled now. The original stucco front of the battery is presently
lying in pieces in the moat. The entire battery is in a deteriorated and unsafe
structure and is currently closed to the public. Stabilization funds from the
Land Heritage program have recently become available and work on the battery
should begin within the next two years.

Also known as the Water Battery, San Antoni ifi i

y 0 was modified in the 1830s to serve
as a support battery for.Barrancas to its rear. This wook is evident in the change
in shape and style of brick--the lower bricks being typical of brick found at El ﬁora
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The Advanced Redoubt of Fort Barrancas is located 1000 yards north of Fort
Barrancas. Redoubt is a brick and earthen fortification, trapezoidal in

plan, its innerworks flanked on three sides by a series of vaulted casemates
covered with earth and embrasures which open into the dry moat which separates

the inner and outer works. Overall dimensions are 300' x 300'.

Redoubt is built of brick, granite and concrete. All interior floors are
brick. The original access to the innerworks was over the drawbridge.

’
s

Last year Redoubt was stabilized at a cost of $550,000. It is now in very good
condition. The drawbridge has been replaced as have all brick floors in the
inner series of rifle galleries. Floors in the outer wall are currently dirt
filled.

In addition to the three fortifications, there are three sites within the
historic district. The Fort Barrancas Borrow Pit Site (8 ES 17W) lies to the
immediate west of Fort Barrancas. This basin like depression some 100 yards
in diameter has a ring like breast work around its circumference. There is
speculation that it may have served secondarily as an encampment during the
Civil War, though there is no evidence of this on maps of the period. The
basin is gradually filling in through erosional depositional processes., The
remains of a communiciation trench (8 ES 68) runs from Fort Barrancas to
Redoubt. Constructed during the Civil War as a covered way between the two
forts, today it is an overgrown ditch eight feet wide and three to five feet
deep. It begins near the drawbridge exit of Barrancas, runs north to Redoubt
and is broken in three places--see district map. The third site (8 ES 67) is
a concentration of 1818 period artifacts on the north slope of the hill where
Redoubt is located. An 1822 map by Major James Kearny of Pensacola Harbor and
Bar shows a cantonment in this location.

The present environment of the Fort Barrancas Historic District is quite
different from the environment during the historic period. There are modern
roadways running in front of Barrancas and to the west and north of Barrancas
between it and the Redoubt, These roads were widened in 1975-76 by the Depart-
ment of the Defense. The Army buildings between Barrancas and Redoubt were
built as part of Fort Barrancas Military Reservation beginning in the 1870's.
Today they are used by the Navy Department. Before their erection the area be- -
tween the two fortifications was wooded. It is possible that during the Civil
War some clearing was done in this area to eliminate enemy vantage points. An
open communications ditch joining Barrancas and Redoubt was built through this
. |area during the Civil War.

The area in front of Barrancas facing Santa Rosa Island was lined with sand
atteries during the Civil War and was, from all indications, largely flat
gandy beach. Today small pines and low lying vegetation line the beach
directly in front of Barrancas and are heavily concentrated just west of the
fort. The remains of the batteries themselves are on Navy property.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Fort Barrancas Historic District is of the First Order of Significance. This
district represents coastal defense of the Pensacola area from 1796, when Battery San
Antonio was built, till after the Civil War, when all three fortifications were
active as first Confederate and then Union outposts.

Battery San Antonio or Bateria de San Antonio as the Spanish named it, was a shore
battery built in 1796 to defend the entrance into Pensacola Harbor. Prior to it's
erection and before and during the years of the American Revolution, the area above
it was defended by the British who then held Pensacola. In 1781 Galvez sailed in to
attack the British. The British opened fire and watched in horror as their shots
sailed over the attacking ships. After taking Pensacola, Galvez built Bateria de
San Antonio and aimed its artillery at the waterline in order to avoid repeating the
Britishers' mistakes.

Beginning in 1829 defenses at the mouth of Pensacola Bay were strengthened as a part
of the general tightening of coastal defenses. Battery San Antonio was renovated

and Ft. Barrancas was built on the hill in back of it. A tunnel connecting Barrancas
to San Antonio was also constructed as was one connecting Barrancas to its counter-
scarp wall. Construction of Redoubt, located 1000 yards north of Barrancas was begun
in 1845. Redoubt was designed to protect the landward approaches to Barrancas/San
Antonio and the Navy Yard.

The 3 fortifications remained quiet until 1860. After Florida seceeded from the
Union the 50 regular army soldiers stationed at Ft. Barrancas realized they were too
understaffed to defend all three of the fortifications on the mainland as well as
Ft. Pickens and McRee one and one-quarter miles south on barrier islands. Before
they could make a decision on a course of action, Confederate skirmishers approached
Barrancas in an attempt to secure guns and ammunition for their fast growing ranks.
The shots exchanged were ¢Be first fired in the Civil War. After this the regular
army retired to defend Fit. Pickens and left Barrancas, Redoubt, San Antonio and
McRee to the Confederates. Three hombzrdments occurred between Nov.,1861 and
January, 1862. By May, 1862 the Confederates had withdrawn from the Pensacola area
and the mainland forts again flew the Union flag.

The Barrancas area remained in military hands through the 1940's. Radio towers
were installed on portions of Barrancas and San Antonio and Redoubt was used as
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a supply depot for civil defenses.

San Antonio is the oldest Spanish fortification east of the Mississippi and
west of St. Augustine. Barrancas boasts the only surviving wood-lined
powder magazines. Redoubt has already been stabilized and partially water-
proofed and is now a major visitor attraction. When stabilization work on
Barrancas and San Antonio i3 completed they too will be open to the public
as fine examples of American coastal defense.
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