
Courthouse
N A T I O N A L  M I L I T A R Y  P A R K  .  N O R T H  C A R O L I N A

O n M a rc h  15, 1 7 8 1 , B r i ta in 's  E a r l C o rn w a ll is  
w o n  a c o s t ly  v ic to r y  o v e r  G en. N a th a n a e l 
G re e n e 's  A m e r ic a n  fo rc e s  a t  G u i l fo rd  C o u r t -
h o u s e . S o  c o s t ly  w a s  th is  v ic to r y  th a t  th e  w e a k -
e n e d  B r i t is h  a rm y  s o o n  m a rc h e d  o f f  to  Y o rk -  
to w n  a n d  f in a l  s u r re n d e r .

Enjoy a safe visit W atch  for pedestrians at cross-
walks and local t ra f f ic  using com m u ter  roads  
through the park.

G u ilfo rd  C o u rth o u s e  N a tio n a l M il i ta ry  Park is 
a d m in is te re d  by th e  N a tio n a l Park S e rv ice . U.S. 
D e p a rtm e n t o f  th e  In te r io r .  A s u p e r in te n d e n t, 
w hose  add ress  is Box 93 34 , Plaza S ta tio n , 
G re e n sb o ro . NC 2 7 4 0 8 , is in im m e d ia te  cha rge .

As the  N a tion 's  p rinc ip a l conse rva tion  agency, the  
D epartm ent o f the  In te r io r  has basic resp on s ib ili-
ties  to  p ro te c t and conserve o u r land and w a te r, 
energy and m inerals, f ish  and w ild life , park and 
recrea tion  areas, and fo r  th e  w ise use o f a ll those 
resources. The D epa rtm en t also has a m a jo r re-
spo ns ib ility  fo r  A m erican Ind ian rese rva tion  com -
m un ities  and fo r  peop le  w h o  live  in Island Ter-
r ito r ie s  under U.S. ad m in is tra tion .

In 1 7 8 0 ,  as t h e  R e v o lu t io n  d ra g g e d  in to  i ts  f i f t h  
y e a r ,  B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  se ized  C h a r le s to n .  A l r e a d y  
t h e y  o c c u p ie d  S a v a n n a h  a n d  m u c h  o f  G e o rg ia .  
N o w  t h e y  w o u ld  m o v e  in to  t h e  C a ro l in a  in t e r io r ,  
r a l ly  L o y a l i s t s  t o  t h e i r  s t a n d a r d ,  p a c i f y  t h e  c o u n -
t r y s id e ,  a n d  t h e n  m a r c h  in to  V i r g in ia .  O n c e  t h e y  
s e c u re d  t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o lo n ie s ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  c o u ld  
s t r i k e  n o r t h w a r d  to  c r u s h  t h e  r e b e l l i o n .  F ro m  
C h a r le s to n ,  C o r n w a l l i s '  t r o o p s  m o v e d  n o r t h  t o  
G u i l f o r d  C o u r th o u s e ,  t o  f i n d  G re e n 's  f o r c e s  
a w a i t i n g  t h e m .

S t a t io n in g  h is  A m e r i c a n  a r m y  in t h r e e  s e p a ra te  
l ines ,  G re e n e  o rd e r e d  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  — m o s t ly

u n t r a in e d  N o r th  C a ro l in a  a n d  V i r g in ia  m i l i t ia  — 
t o  f i r e  o n  t h e  b a t t le -w is e  B r i t i s h  a r m y  a n d  fa l l  
b a c k  b e h in d  t h e  t r a in e d  r e g u la r  C o n t in e n ta l  
t r o o p s  o f  t h e  t h i r d  a n d  la s t  l ine .  A t t a c k i n g  th is  
t h i r d  l ine ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  d ro v e  o f f  o n e  A m e r i c a n  
r e g im e n t .  T h e n  th e  v e te ra n  F i r s t  M a r y la n d  
m o u n te d  a b a y o n e t  c h a rg e ,  s u p p o r t e d  by L t .  
C o l .  W i l l i a m  W a s h in g to n 's  c a v a l r y .  W i t h  th e  
b a t t le  g o in g  a g a in s t  h im ,  C o r n w a l l i s  o rd e r e d  
h is  c a n n o n  t o  f i r e  in to  t h e  m ix e d  A m e r i c a n  
a n d  B r i t i s h ,  t h u s  h a l t in g  t h e  C o n t in e n t a l  c o u n -
t e r a t t a c k .

T he  A m e r i c a n s  w i t h d r e w ,  a l l o w in g  t h e  B r i t is h  
t o  c la im  s u c c e s s .  Y e t  t h e  w i n n e r  s u f f e r e d  so 
s e v e re ly  t h a t  C h a r le s  J a m e s  F o x ,  a B r i t i s h  
s ta te s m a n ,  d e c la re d ,  " A n o t h e r  s u c h  v i c t o r y  
w i l l  r u i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  A r m y . "  H a v in g  lo s t  a f o u r t h  
o f  h is  a r m y ,  C o r n w a l l i s  w i t h d r e w  t o  W i lm in g -
t o n ,  a n d  f r o m  th e r e  w e n t  on  t o  Y o r k t o w n  and  
e v e n tu a l  s u r r e n d e r .

ABO UT YOUR V IS IT

In th e  v is i t o r  c e n te r ,  lo c a te d  a t  th e  s i te  o f  th e  
A m e r ic a n  Second  L ine, m us e u m  e x h ib i ts  and  an 
aud io v isu a l  p ro g ra m  e xp la in  th e  ba tt le .  G ro u p s  
can  rece ive  spec ia l se rv ices  by m a k in g  a d vance  
a r ra n g e m e n ts  w i t h  th e  s u p e r in te n d e n t .  A  40 -p a g e  
i l lu s t ra te d  h a n db o o k  a b o u t  th e  B a t t le  o f  G u i l fo rd  
C o u r th o u s e  can be p u rc h a s e d  a t  th e  pa rk ,  o r  f r o m  
th e  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  D o c u m e n ts ,  W a s h in g to n ,  
DC 20402.

A  1 /2 -m i le  h is to r ic a l  se l f -g u id in g  w a lk in g  t r a i l  
leads f r o m  th e  v is i t o r  c e n te r  t o  th e  A m e r ic a n  F irs t  
L in e  area and  to  m an y  o f  t h e  m o n u m e n ts  in th e  
pa rk .  Severa l p ro m in e n t  h is to r ic a l  f ig u re s  a re  
b u r ie d  here ,  in c lu d in g  W i l l ia m  H o o p e r  a n d  Jo h n  
Penn, b o th  N o r th  C a ro l ina  s igne rs  o f  th e  D ec la ra -
t io n  o f  Independence .  A  s im i la r  t r a i l ,  0 .8  m i le  
long ,  leads to  th e  T h i rd  L in e —scene o f  t h e  f ie r c e s t  
a c t io n  o f  th e  batt le .
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A  T O U R  OF T H E  B A T T L E F IE L D

B e g in  t h e  s e l f - g u id in g  a u t o  t o u r  a t  t h e  v i s i t o r  
c e n te r .  E x h ib i t s  a n d  s ig n s  id e n t i f y  t h e  b a t t le -  
f ie ld 's  h i s t o r i c  s i tes .

1. A m e r i c a n  F i r s t  L in e .  T o  y o u r  r i g h t ,  r a w  N o r th  
C a ro l in a  m i l i t i a m e n  r e s te d  t h e i r  f l i n t l o c k s  o n  a 
ra i l  f e n c e  a n d  in t e n t l y  p e e re d  a c ro s s  t h e  o p e n  
f ie ld .  S o m e w h e r e  b e y o n d  t h e  f a r  w o o d s  th e  
B r i t i s h  w e r e  c o m in g .  G e n e ra l  G re e n  o r d e r e d  
t h e  m i l i t i a m e n  t o  f i r e  t w o  v o l le y s ;  t h e n ,  sa id  
he , t h e y  c o u ld  f a l l  b a c k .  A b o u t  1 :30  p .m .  t h e  
C a ro l in ia n s  s a w  a c o l o r f u l  m o t i o n  in  t h e  t r e e s .  
I t  w a s  C o r n w a l l i s '  m e n  f o r m i n g  f o r  b a t t le .  
T h e n ,  a f e w  r o u n d s  f r o m  t h e  R o y a l  A r t i l l e r y ,  
a n d  t h e  m ass  o f  i n f a n t r y  c a m e  o u t  o f  t h e  t r e e s  
a t  a q u ic k s te p .  O n t h e y  c a m e ,  in  b a t t l e w o r n  
re d ,  b lu e ,  a n d  g re e n  u n i f o r m s ,  a c ro s s  t h e  
p lo w e d  f ie ld .  T h e  l in e  h a l te d  a n d  f i r e d  a v o l le y ,  
a n d  a t h o u s a n d  a n d  m o r e  m u s k e t s  e r u p t e d  in 
o n e  g r e a t  r o a r .  A g a in  t h e y  c a m e  o n ,  b a y o n e ts  
o u t t h r u s t . i n  n e a r ly  p e r f e c t  a l i n e m e n t .  S o m e  o f  
t h e  C a r o l in ia n s  m a n a g e d  t o  g e t  o f f  t h e i r  t w o  
r o u n d s  b e f o r e  t h e  b a y o n e ts  c r o s s e d  t h e f e n c e .

2 .  A lo n g  t h e  F r o n t  L in e  o f  B a t t l e .  A n y  d e fe n s e  
l in e 's  f l a n k  is a p o s i t i o n  o f  d a n g e r ;  i t  m u s t  be 
m a n n e d  b y  g o o d  t r o o p s .  H e re ,  h o ld in g  th e  
le f t  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  f i r s t  l ine ,  s t o o d  t h e  v e t -
e r a n  l i g h t  i n f a n t r y  a n d  c a v a l r y  o f  " L i g h t -  
h o r s e "  H a r r y  Lee 's  L e g io n .  A lo n g s id e  w e r e  
W i l l i a m  C a m p b e l l ' s  t o u g h  V i r g in ia  r i f l e m e n

w h o  h a d  h e lp e d  b r in g  t h e  B r i t i s h  t o  b a y  at 
K in g 's  M o u n t a in .  O nce  m o r e ,  t h e i r  g a l l in g  
f i r e  p u n is h e d  t h e  e n e m y .  A s  Lee 's  a n d  C a m p -
b e l l 's  m e n  f e l l  b a c k ,  s t i l l  f i g h t i n g  s t u b b o r n l y ,  
t h e y  d r e w  a f t e r  th e m  t r o o p s  t h a t  C o r n w a l l i s  
c o u ld  w e l l  h a v e  u sed  e ls e w h e re .  F o r  t h e  re s t  
o f  t h e  b a t t le  t h e y  f o u g h t  t h e i r  o w n ,  a lm o s t  
s e p a ra te  f i g h t .

3 .  A m e r i c a n  S e c o n d  L ine .  V i r g in ia  m i l i t i a m e n  
s to o d  in  t h i s  h e a v y  t im b e r ,  m a n n in g  t h e  s e c -
o n d  l ine .  R e la t i v e ly  u n t r a in e d ,  t h e y  w e r e  
n e v e r th e le s s  s t i f f e n e d  b y  v e te r a n  o f f i c e r s  
a n d  s o m e  o ld  s o ld ie rs .  T h e y  c o u ld  n o t  h o ld  
t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  in t h e  fa ce  o f  a b a y o n e t  a t t a c k ,  
b u t  t h e y  m a d e  t h e  B r i t i s h  p a y  a h ig h  p r i c e  f o r  
t h e  g r o u n d  t h e y  to o k .

4 .  R o y a l  A r t i l l e r y .  A s  th e  V i r g in ia n s  fe l l  b a c k ,  
L t .  J o h n  M c L e o d ,  o f  t h e  R o y a l  A r t i l l e r y ,  
b r o u g h t  h is  t w o  g u n s  t o  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  O p e n -
in g  a n o th e r  s ta g e  o f  t h e  b a t t le ,  M c L e o d 's  
g u n s  w o u ld  b e c o m e  a d e c is iv e  f a c t o r  in  t h e  
la s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  e n g a g e m e n t .

5 .  A m e r i c a n  T h i r d  L ine .  S ta t i o n e d  a t  t h e  f a r  
e d g e  o f  t h i s  f ie ld ,  t h e n  c o n s id e r a b l y  la rg e r ,  
w a s  t h e  t h i r d  A m e r i c a n  l ine ,  c o m p o s e d  o f  
C o n t in e n t a l  t r o o p s  —A m e r i c a n  r e g u la r  a r m y  
s o ld ie rs .  T h e i r  s t o r y  is o n e  o f  r e p u ls in g  a 
B r i t i s h  a t t a c k ,  c o u n t e r a t t a c k i n g ,  r e p u ls in g  
s t i l l  a n o th e r  a t t a c k ,  a n d  c o u n t e r a t t a c k i n g  a 
s e c o n d  t im e  w i t h  in f a n t r y  a n d  c a v a l r y .  T he

f i n a l  c o u n t e r a t t a c k  b e c a m e  a g r im  s t r u g g le  
w i t h  b a y o n e t a n d s a b e r , e n d e d  b y  M c L e o d 's a r -  
t i l l e r y m e n  f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  m e lee .  S t i l l  t h e  f i g h t -
i n g  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  G r e e n e  o r d e r e d  t h e  
A m e r i c a n s  t o  d is e n g a g e .

6 .  S t a r t  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C a v a l r y  C h a rg e .  F ro m  
h e r e  L t .  C o l .  W i l l i a m  W a s h i n g t o n ' s  c a v -
a l r y  la u n c h e d  i ts  s w e e p  a g a in s t  t h e  a t t a c k in g  
B r i t i s h .  T he  m o n u m e n t  h o n o r s  P e te r  F ra n -
c is c o ,  p r o b a b ly  t h e  m o s t  f a m o u s  p r i v a te  in 
t h e  R e v o lu t i o n a r y  a rm y .  P e rh a p s  an o rp h a n ,  
p e rh a p s  a c h i l d  k id n a p p e d  f r o m  a w e a l t h y  
h o m e  in S p a in  o r  P o r t u g a l ,  he  w a s  u n d o u b t e d -
ly  an  im m e n s e ly  s t r o n g  y o u n g  g ia n t .  T r a d i t i o n  
has  i t  t h a t  in  t h i s  c h a rg e ,  w h i le  w ie ld in g  a 
s w o r d  la rg e  e n o u g h  t o  d o  j u s t i c e  t o  a C r u s a d -
e r ,  he  c u t  d o w n  11 B r i t i s h  s o ld ie rs .

7 .  L a s t  S h o t s  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R i f l e m e n .  N e a r  
h e re  Lee 's  a n d  C a m p b e l l ' s  m e n ,  c u t  o f f  f r o m  
t h e  m a in  e n c o u n t e r ,  e n d e d  t h e i r  f i g h t ,  f i r i n g  
t h e  la s t  s h o t s  o f  t h e  b a t t le .

8 .  S i t e  o f  G u i l f o r d  C o u r t h o u s e .  In m a n y  p a r t s  
o f  t h e  r u r a l  S o u t h  t h e r e  w e r e  f e w  t o w n s  a w a y  
f r o m  t h e  n a v ig a b le  r i v e rs .  C o u n t y  a u th o r i t ie s ,  
n e e d in g  a s e a t  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w o u ld  p ic k  a 
c e n t ra l  lo c a t io n  a n d  t h e r e  b u i ld  a c o u r th o u s e .  
T he  c o u r t h o u s e s ,  a n d  t h e  h a m le ts  t h a t  s o m e -
t i m e s  g r e w  u p  a r o u n d  t h e m ,  w e r e  k n o w n  

b y  t h e  c o u n t y  n a m e s ;  t h u s  G u i l f o r d  C o u r t -
h o u s e ,  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  f o r  G u i l f o r d  C o u n ty .


