Rough Drait

A BEIEF MISTORY OF GRAND TRLTON MNATIONAL PARK

I. Introduction:

a. Geographical setting:

Grand Teton National Park is located in the northwest quarter of the State
of ¥Wroming, west of the continental divide and just south of the world-ra~sus
Yellovistone National Park. Vithin its boundaries zre included ti:e :najor pcr-
tion of the Teton Mountain Range and a2 part of tle historically rz:ous valley,
Jacizeen Hole. The streams off the park all flow through the valley of Jackson
Hole and join to become the south fork of the Snake River wnich nakes up an
important branch of the Coluzbia River of the west. The Teton Yountain Panre,
one of tke most marnificent mountain spectacles to be ound in the ration, is
an impressive example of Llhe ranlt nlock type of mountzin range. Its Lowering

ninnacles served as guiding

; beacons Yor the carly explorers, its lakes and

streams afforded urniexcelled haoitvat for the beaver, waterfowl znd Iisnh and the
Valley of Jacxson Hole, aboundiny in wildlire, afforded excelient hunting op-
porturities for early cxplorers, scitlers as well as for tne prenistoric peoples
who used this valiey as their home at least during the summer months.

A most interesting geclogical unit, an vrliifted block or the earth's crust
dipping tovard the wect ani presenting: a very steep slope along its east face;
a mountain olock wvinich has veern sculpiured by many natural agencies frost,
streams, snow, ice zni glaciers to form the scenic featurss of tre Teton lountains
we see today. The valle)y ol Juc'ison (lole is the wounthrust portion of the block
fault ia which are found many or tre glacial featurss re:iining So tell the story
of the important reological gpheroiena of thu jast.

The geograghic seizing of this vark with its magnificent scerery of precipi-

tous mcuntain peaks rising more than 7,000 fee: above the valley loor to the



O]

towering neiphit o tie Grand Teton at 13,766 fuwt and Jackson llole of the Upper
Snake Ri.ver, one of ihe largest enclosed valierz in the Rocky lountains, its
sluciated floor exiending about sixty miles north and south and varying in width
up to tielve miles, is near tie headvaters of three -great rivers of the vest -
<he ¥issouri, Colorado and 3naie Rivers. Trese rivers were thoroughfares of the
early explorer and fur traprer and because of the sirategic location of this
valley and its adundance of wildlife and oezver, it became tre cressrocds of the
irepper trails during that important period, The American Fur Traie %ra, or
Americen history.

b. Preristoric and Aboriginsi Historr of the Area

Yow much use prehistoric man mav have made of the area now within Gmnd Teton
National Parx is a matter of speéculation and remeins largely unanserec. “he
nuestion can only be suwmarized on Lie basis of archeolosical evidence thus far
uncovered or iLn be found in future exploraiions. Artifacts of Indian origin have
been found in fair abuniarice on: the shores of Jaci:ison Lake and sparsely Srom other
other regions of the zark. The several c:zopsitus which weére locates on the shores
of the oripinal Jackson laike have been inundated by th: consiruction of = dam ut
tiic outletl of ite lake which raiscd the normal level of Jackson Lelte nppro:dsztely
4O fect. =xcent for the ears of heavy water use, whese early cimpsites reucin
submersed throushour the year.
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‘istory of Ja2ckson Lkole, gives the fallowiny:

"No Indiens had nerranent villages in Juckson fole as tic winters vere :uchn
too severe fo: comiort, but there is z.2aty ol cviaence to show that ther fre-
nuenily traverszd tiic valiey and citen established temporary camus. Nwzerous

arrovieads and domestic. implements on the east shore of Jucksaon Iale lead to a

pelief that this wus prooably & favorite camping sitce, ncar as it is te the bust



hunting, fishing and trapping in the region. The Indians, who at various times
guided parties {rom the Green River to the Snake, usually chose to go through

the Jackson's Hole ani it is certain that there were several Indian trails through
the valley which were followed later by trappers and explorers.”

"Most of the area to the southeast and south and southwest of Jackson's Hole,
that is the valleys of the Wind, (reen, Bear anrd Snake Rivers, was occupied by
roving bands of Shoshone, Snakes and Bannocks, allied tribes that had to wander
widely over rather barren country to maintain themselves. They probably hunted
and fished in Juckson's Hole at irregular intervals, and the bands fron the Snave
River regions must have crossed it often on theirway to hunt buitfalo in the Wind
and Creen Eiver Yalleys. The Nez Perce and Flatheads from the mountain regions
of northers licniana, Idaho and Washington may have been occasional visitors in
early times. After the estab lishment of the annual trappers' rendezvuus in tne
eighteen twenties ani thirties, they frequemted thec area oiften and appear a num-
ber of times in the history of Jackson's hole durin; that period. They were in-
tellectually ari rorally, the highest type of Indians in the mountains. The
Crows centered around the valley of the Bighorn, but their hunting and warring
parties travelled over wide areas and certainly were familiar with Jackson's Hole.
Tne ancient enemy of the Crows, the Blackfeet, kept their main villages in central
and northern Montana and up into Canada. They were the inveterate fighters of
the mountains, however, and were constantly on the trail looking for Crows, Flai-
heads, Shoshones, or later, Americans, to moles®. The tribe of Blackfeet most
often in Juckson's Yole was the Gros Ventre, a warlike clan that freguently tra-
versed the vallex on its way to visit tie Arapahoes. The most direct route for
trem would have been up the Bighorn Basin, but the location of the Crow Kation
there forced them to make a wide detour including J2cxkson's Hole. That hunting

parties of hostile tribes may have met and fought in the valley is higHymrobablk ,



but since it was not near the headquarters of any tribe, it is unlikely

that any major Indian battle ever took place there. Their arrows were

spent on deer, elk, antelope and grouse, and occasionally buffalo. The
grizzlies, black bear, mountain lions, wolves and coyotes were not bothered
as a rule nor were the beaver, martin, mink, marmot, or skunk much prized

in the period before the white man. Thus Jackson's Hole idled away the years
until a strange figure presaged the coming of a new era."

¢c. Coming of the White Man.

The period of history of the years 1807 to 1840 is most significant for
this area now included in Grand Teton National Park. This period as related
to Jackson Hole has been very vell presented in the recent publication: "Jackson
Hole, Crossroads of the Vestern Fur Trade, 1807 - 1940," by Merrill J. Mattes.
Only a brief summary of tne events of this period is given below.

In 1807 John Colter in making an extended trip from the Manual Lisa Fort
at the mouth of the Big Horn River is believed to have passed through Jackson
Hole and to have been the first white man to see the Tetons and to have dis-
covered a portion of the area row included in Yellowstone MNational Park. Coi-
ter's route is not too well established znd whether or not he =ctually passed
through this valley has been guestioned.

During the period 1811 to 1829, eight exploring or trapping expeditions
passed through Jackson Hole. They were the following:

In the spring of 1811 John Hoback, Edward Robinson and Jacob Reznor, after
a year of trapping with the Andrew Henry's expedition on the Missouri River
near Three Forks, Montana, and on the Snake River near where St. A::thony,Idaho,

now stands, passed through Jackson Hole entering by the way oi Teton Pass and



depariuing by the vay of Terwotee Pass to the 22zt of Jackson lake via the
Ruffalo Fork River and *lackrocl: Oreel .

Thesze tiren “enitncky hunters succeeded in reachine the Miszouri Hiver
near vhe iArikara vills,es in South Taliota, vhere L.ev were mei by the isiorian
expedilion under wLi.son frice ‘unt and were persuaded Lo return Lo the vilder-
ness as guides for this importont explorins exreditior. Hobusl:, Tosinson and
Peznor suided t-e asturiuns wesiward Lo one vicinily of Torviolee Pans, leading
w Jacison iiole, bul because of Lo shortace of rations ¢ side trir wus made
ww the vulley of tle (Oreen niver or the nurvote of securing btufifalo neati.
after the butfalo hunt, the expe<ition continued westward and passed tnrensh

J-ckoon Hole entering by the var ol Hoback Janyon arnd depariing by the Teton
Pass rouic which w:s then dessrited as an imvoriuav. Indisn Trail., Four ren of
this party were loft beiind in Jacison Hole an spant the uinter Lravsine in
thic valley and on other iributaries =f the Sux::e River. Tais is the first
record -. a traprins exgedition in the valley of Jd-.¢:von !.ole,

In Lie £all o 1812, scven raturnin: Astorians passed through Jacs<son
Fole by the way cf Teton Pass ané Eoback Zany-n. This party led by Hovert
Stuart retraced the rouvte rfollowed by Wilson Price Hunt on his wesivard journey
in 1811 as far as tre Treen River, Uroring, and then set oul on a new course
and are credived wilh the discovery of vle route which later became the {amous
Orepon Trai'. Thew journcred over South Fuis angé cdown tne Flatte Aiver, a route
which later vecame imrortant in the fur trade expeditions and the westward nigra-

tion.

For a ii..e atter the war cf 1812, lmericans lost interest in exploratiion
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of’ tie western wilderness and British intercsts carried orn umero:ns ex-
peditions into the area that was o pecoume Lne disnuted Orepon Territors.

It is believecd Lhat in 1219 Donaid ilcienzie & tve Fo.ihwest Coapany expiored
the headwaters of the South Fork of the Suiiie Fiver and becume the first British
azent tuv visit tl..e valley oi Juci-son ltiolas.

In 1r22, Andrew “erry and Willian ashley of St. inuis, !issouri, organized
fur vrapning sxeeditions und during the next iwo years sei oui Sor ithe Rocky
Yount:i:: lepinn Lo csiublisi: “orts and to trap fr beaver. This :ua tie Le-
cianing of the imporluas Locky dountain fur Corwany which plared wa Zasortant

pary in tac cxpioration ad winning of the west (or the United Zuutas.

3

ne rirsy party of utne iocxky Kountain Air Company to venture into Juacizsen
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Hole .23 led npy Jedediah Siaith in the autunn of 1£24. This group of scven
trapvers enverec dy tne Hoback Canyon route :mu traverced the valley of Jackson
hole and ict by the Conunt Fass rouie, a low divide tu the north of the Teton
Range. This anrkes the beglaning of inhe Amsrizan Mur frade Era in connsction
with the area of Grand Tetcn Naticnal Fari.

In 1825 James Bridger and Thomas Filgpatrick with thirty trappers followed
the route of Jedediah Smith into Jackson Hole. Seven mrosincnt ronies were
used in coming to or leaving the valley: they were: Two Ocean Fass, To wotee
Pass, Union Pass, lioback Canyon, Tetcn Facs, Conant Fass and the Yellowstone
Route. OCf these routes, icur of them are 3till used today us the main ap-
arcaches to this vark and a firth the Snake river Canvon route has been addes.

Difficulties present themselves in an attenct to describe the exact cvenis
that osccurred durinc these days of early explorations and exploitations of

this region for its horde of beaver. Yery few of the narticivants kept records


http://iIcT.enT.ie
http://ioportu.it

of their wanderings and the historian today, in an attempt to piece tojethrer
the evidence, is often at a loss to know just wno went where and who mzy have
teen first ir this or that place; but enoush to say the pericd of Aierican

Fur Trade was a most significant and highly important one in the development
and westward expunsion of the United States and the area ncw inclided in

Grand Teton National Park played its part in being an important source of
beaver as well as being a strategically located valley through which t-2 sever-
2l routes of converging trap~er trails passed in the extensive exploration oi
the Rocky Mountain Hegion. The towering peasks of the Teton lountain .2nre
served as guiding beacons to many of the wandering bands of trappers. Thes
were named the Pilot Knobs by some of the firct Americans to visit the area

and received the name "Les Trois Tetons" probably from french C-nadian tra;p.rs
with Zndrew Henry's expedition in 1310.

To relate all o the known events of tihe Fur Trade would require volumes
and this is not tke intent of this brief history, but it is believed that a
summary of the important expeditions vhich were associated with or in some way
connccted with the area o1 this vark mixht well be included.

In 1826 a trapping party led by William Sublette and James Beckwourth
crossed lower Jackson Hole enroute to the wilderness rendezvous on the Green
River ard Danicl T. Fotts is velieved to have visited Jacksun Hole via the
Conar:it Pass route and to nave left via the Two Ocean Pass route. le is also
credited with beinz the first to give a ritten description of the Yellowstinne.

In the summer or 1829, ¥illiam L. Sublette led his company up the vzlley
of the Wind River end across Togwotee Pass. At Jackson lake he joined his

partner, David E. Jackson. It was on this occasion that "Jickson Hole" &nd
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"Jackson Laike" received their names. Looking for the third partner,
Jedediah Smith, they pushed on westward through Teton Pass.

The following is oudted from "Jackson Hole, Crossroads of tihe Western
Fur Trade 1830 - 1840:"

*In the cdecade ifollowing the meeting of Sublette ancd Jackson on the
shores of Jackson Lake, the monopoly of the Rocky Mountain Fur Company was
challenged by several newcomers to the mountains; primarily, the re-juvanated
American Fur Company, who hoped to share in tiie fabulous profits. This re-
sulted in an era of furious competition among the various rivals for the rich
beaver trapping grounds of the Snake, Green, Yellowstone, Vind and iiissouri
Rivers., A circle of 2bout one hundred miles radius, containing the headwaters
of these rivers, was the tocus of activity. Jackson Foic was near the center
of this circle."

"liost of the traders and trappcrs were illiterate, and even those who
could sign their initials on a beaver skinwere not accustomed to keeping
diaries. Fortunately, there viere a few exceptions -- notably Xeex, Ferris,
Ni.‘ever, Leonard, Lari.erteur, Bonneville, Carson, Newell, Russel, and the
Wyeths -~ men vho did keep a journal or penned memoirs in more tranquil times.
¥ihat little we know of tne American ifur trade in the Rocky Mountains is rainly
due to the scanty evidence they provided (together with jigsaw pieces contributed
oy missionaries, British traders, an.i a feow others); but this evidence is enough
to illuminate for us the remarkable extent to which Jacikson Hole vias associated
with this nistoric period. It proves that during the elwen years here under
consideration (1829 to 1840), it was entered by at least thirty trappin~ and

tradin- expreditions."



Among those who led trapping or exploring parties through the valley
of Jackson Hole, we find the following prominent individuals of the American
far Trade: Jedediah Smith, David E. Jackson, James Bridger, Thomas Fitz-
patrick, #illiam Sublette, Capt. B. L. E. Bonneville, Yiarren A. Ferris, Joseph
L. Keek, cames Baker, lilton Sublette, Henry Fraeb, Baptiste Gervais, Robert
Newell, Andrew Drips, Henry Vanderburgh, Samuel Parker, Kit Carson, Zenas
Leonard, Nathaniel and John Wyeth and probably a host of others not specificelly
recorded. The historic record of the exploits of these leaders in the explora-
tion of the west is most significant for it was because of their efforts that
the new nation was able to expand its boundaries of the Pacific. The Mountain
Men not only hunted out the trails and passes of this mountainous region for
the Americuns in their exploits of tne fur trade, but they opened the way for
the westward expansion and the vinning of the west for the United States.

Juckson Hole played its important part in this epoch of American Eisvory
as it provided passageways for the numerous exploring and trapping expeditions,
and was one of the trappers' favorite haunts and a practical base of operations.
The heritcose of western American traiis and frontier traditions, in which we
as a nation take oride, is most appropriately exemplified in this historic valley
vhich is now a part of Grand Teton National Park to be preserved for the enjoy-
ment of many generations yet to come.

As the Fur Trade Era came to an end and Americans turned to other interests,
as the westward mipgraticn, the gold rush, the Mexican i/ar and other domestic

pursuits, the valley of Juckson Hole was forgotten by all except the old-timers.
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A Frenchman named Michaud in 1242 attempted to climb the Grand Teton. Not too
much is known about kichaud nor the detdails of his attempted ascent. It is
known that he did not reach the summit, but probably attained ti:ic unper saddle
at an elevation of 13,200 feet. A circular enclosure at this point has been
attributed to Michaud, however, there is no positive proof of iihis and it
may be that this enclosure, zbout seven feet in diameter, rormed by veriical
slabs of rough granite ani about three feet high, the interior of whick was
half filled with detritus that lons exposure to the elements hai worn irom

these valis, may have been constructed by pre-historic reoples.

d. The American Period

AL the close of the period known as the Fur Trade Era, there followed a
span of at least twenty years of quiet and seclusion for the area of Grand
Teton Hational Paric. The fur trade had come 1o an end and the mountain ren
turned to otner pursuits. Many of them became the guides in the new imni ra-
tion and settling of the new rfrontier, "The Oregon Country and the est."
Some mour.tain men became the very settlers end pioneers of this new venture,
others renained traders at stragetic points along the migration routes. All
of this surging activity of the westward movement by-passed the valley of
Jackson Hole and it is not until 1860 that e find this area being re-discovered.

Of prominent imgortance airinn the veriod 1RA&) to 189R are the following
events:

On June 11, 1860 a large expedition under Jil_iam F. :taynolds of the
United States Engineers with old Jim Bridger 2s its sfuide reached Jzckson r.ole

from the east. This exvedition had plannec to =olore the Yellowstone kerion.
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but were turned back by deep snows and descended into tne valley of Jackson
"cle. Thus we see :ridger, who had been one cf thg last trappers to abandon
the old life, become the first to open 2 new period of exploration waich
lasted until the settlement of the valley in 1884.

The :taynold's expedition experienced some dirriculty in crossin® thec Snaje
~iver, but aftcr a brief stay of seven days departed from the valley by way of
veton Pass.

The outbreak of the Civil War put an end to all govermnment activities in
this rezion, but ii did not stop the rold seekers. In 1363 Czntain .zlter
Delacy led a company of men on a search for rold on the headwaters of the
South Forx of the Snake River. During the latter part of Aucust, this zroup
of forty-three men encamped in Jickson Eole near the confluence of the Buffalo
For!z : nl Snae River. They spent a few days in prospectine the several streams
of the area fcr gold, dut not being successful in finding golé in paying arounts
the; abvandoned their diggings and left the valley. Some of the men returned
by tae way they had come while Delacy led twenty-2i,:ht of the aroup on a con-
tinued search for old by going northward through a portion of Yellowstone
Parik in their raturn to Monianz anst tleir homes.

In 1864 & larse narty of seventv-three imen under James Stuari, that had
been prosvecting as a unit, broke up on the Stinking Vater (Shoshone) River
into several smaller bands. Une of these went down to South Pass, up Green
River to Jackson's liole, and after insvecting the possibilities or finding
vaying -r.vel, continued northeast to Two Ocean Pass and the source of the
Yellosstone.

Jaciison Hole nas never rewarded the prospector with any rich diggings,



but from this time dovn to the present, men have continued to investigzte

the gravels oi the Snuzike and its tributaries. Signs of mineral are numerous
and thin deposits have been worked, especially since the depression following
1929, but at bLest the miner can pan only a few collars a day. The records of
early prospectors are found more often in their diggings than in their writ-
ings. North of Gros Ventre River there is an urtiical diuvch thet leads water
from the hills onto the valley bottom. Of unknovn origin, Ditch Creek, as it
was naned by early settlers, was first described by the zevlogist St. John in
1877 as "constructed some six or seven years ago for the purpose of convey-
ing water to some placer mines opened in the gravels uf the lower bottom level."
He also reported thzt "proscect pits were found in several places in the
valley," evidence that periodically small parties ani solitary individuals in
quest of gold and adventure resorted to these digging operations.

During this period from 1864 to 1872, no doubt hunters, trappers and
goldseekers visited Jackson Hole, but no records of them have been uncovered
except their "diggings". The summer of 1872 witnessed the second known at-
tempt to ascent the Grand Teton. Nathaniel P. langford and James Stevenson
of the Snake River Division o:i Heyden's Territorial Surveys reported thst
they reached the summit and their claim remained unchallenged for years.

Langford's description of the sumnit in his account of the ascent written
for the Scribners Magazine in 1873 does not fit very well the true conditions
found on the summit and when William O. Owen with three others made the ascent
of the Grand Teton in 189€; he mas convinced that their's was the first ascent

as they found no evidence at the summit of earlier clinbers and he set out
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with vigor to disprove the former claiii. Lan;foré defended his claim and
was believed by many while others agreed with Owen. low: are vie, at this
time, to decide whether or not Langiord anrd Stevenson did or did not reach
the sumnit in 18727 The follovin; uwritten records relative to the incident
are presented as supporting evidence for the Ianzford amri Sievenson clains:

Kr, Owen cluimed that no evidence of a previous asceat was found at the
sumait at the time he and his party succeeded in reaching the summit on
August 11, 1890, twenty-six years after the lanpford and 3Stcvenson ascent.

He also contends that i‘r. Langford's description of the summii cdoes not fit
actual conditions found on the Grand Teton. Iangford mnde no claim to
leaving any recoré on the swanit 2nd careful reading of langford's account
of his ascent with Ur. Stevenson does reveal some discrepancies ol condi-
tions found on the mountain today; but it must be remembered that Lanniord's
articles were written a year after tiw uscent for publication as = magazine
article in the style of that dar and not =5 = scientilic treatise on mountain
clinkting.

The one stuatenent in langerd's account that leads many peonie Lo disamree
with hin is found in the sentences: "The main summit, separated by erosion
fro:i: the surrounding knobs, embraced an irregular area of thirvy by forty
rect. Ixposure to the winds kept it free from onew and ice, and itc bald,
denudeé head was worn smooth by the elemental wariare waged around it."

Interpretation of these sentences :iay be the sole cause of argu:rent over
wnich there hus been so much controversy. It's "bald, denuded head" does not

it in the specific sense that the thirty by forty foot area is a smooth surface
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for, in fact, the top is composed of a mass of irregular boulders or huge
blocks of gneisses and schists; however, the statement of the 'main sum-
mit embraced an irregular area of thirty by forty feet' does fit in general
conditions existing on the Grand. The first sentenceés may have had refer-
ence to the barrenness of the summit rather than to its smoothness, be that
as it may, the whole lLangford's account seems to present & fairly true and
realistic narrative of an ascent of the Grand Teton.

Further evidence to support the langford claim is the following:

William E. Jackson, who was the photographer of the photographer of
the exvedition of 1872 wrote in his book "Time Exposure," publisned in 1940,
as follows:

"After ten days, the five-man vhotograrhic corps rejoined the main
Stevenson party and together we moved straight to the Tetons. At the foot
of the Grand Teton, Langford and Stevenson decided without further prepara-
tion to attempt its ascent. Since they had no way of knowing that it would
later ve regarded as one of the truly difficult peaks of North America, they
simply went ahead and climbed it. That, in my mind, is the way to climb a
mountain. Sometimes there is an awful lot of nonsense about it,"

"For example, in 1898, when the Rev. Franklin Spencer Spalding (later
Episcopal Bishop of Utah) led a small party to the top, he took with him a
certain gentleman who later announced that lLangford and Stevenson were frauds -
since he had found at Lhe tov no evidence to prove that anjyone had been there
twenty-six years earlier! A realist of high order, snd with political in-
fluence as well, this gentlexan still later succeeded in having himgelf uc-
claized - by joint resolution of thre Vyoming legislature - as the first man

Lo scale the peak."
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In a booklet "The Discovery of Yellowstone Park 1870," published by
J. E, Haynes, a footnote on page 113 states:

"Reveated efforts to ascend the Grand Teton made prior to the year
1872, all terminated in failure. On the 29th day of July of that year, the
summit was reached by James Stevenson of the U. S. Geological Survey., and
Mathaniel P. langford, the writer of this diary. An account of this ascent
was published in Scrioner's (now Century) Magazine for June, 1873. The next
ascent was made in 1898 by Kev. Frank S. Spalding, of Erie, Fennsylvania,
and W, 0. Owen, of Wyoming, and two assistants. This ascent was accomplished
after two failures of Mr. Owen in previous yeers to reach the summit. kr.
Ovien then asserted that the summit of the mountain was not reached in 1872
by Stevenson and lLangford. FKis efforts -- in which Mr. Spalding had no part --
to impeach the statement of these gentlemen failed utterly. Lir. Spalding,
who was first member of his party to reach summit, writes: 'I believe that
l'r. Langiord reached the summit because he says he did and because the dif-
ficulties of the ascent were not great enough to have prevented any good
climber from having successfully scaled the.peak, and I cannot understand
wny Yr. Owen failed so many times before he succeeded:'"

Fryxell states in his book "The Teton Peaks and Their Ascents,"

"To review this (Owen vs Langford) controversy here is impossible. The
writer has personally found it impossible to accept lLangford's claim in view
of the discrepancies between his published description and the actual condi-
tions on the peak.”

However, let us look at tiie possibilities. Poth Langford and Steven-

son were nen of the highest character .amd any statement by either would seem



to be above nuestion. Nathaniel Pitt Lan~ford was a prominent member of

the Tashuvurn Expedition of 127G, vworked diligently for the cstablishnient

of Yellowstone FNational Parx and was the rirst Suvarintendent of that Park.
Pe served five years without renuneration of any kind. He was also Grand
Vasver of the Montana Grand Lodgze of Master ilasoas. Captain James Stevenson,
a man of unimieacnable character, was Dr. Hayden's assistant in charge of the
party which visited the Tetons. It seems bhexond belicf that these :en would
82 they had climbed the peak ii ii were naot true.

Len=ziord's account relates that the climbiny pmarty were at the lower
saddle szt noon and that %e and Sievenson reached the summis at 3 n.m. To
Owen and others this has seemed a very short time for clinbers to meke what
is considered the most rugged portion cf the ascent on the Grand. A careiul
check oi the climbing recoids rmuintained since the establishnent of Grand
Teton Nuitional Par: in 132% reveals that iLhe averaje clinmbing time Ffor ;ood
clinmbers is advout four hours for tiis portion of the mountain. It has been
nzade by some incdividuals in as little as one hour and four minutes and num-
erous climbs from the lower saddie to the summit have been macde in less than
three hours.

inother contenticn on the part of Mr. Owen is that the elevation of the
Grard as deter:ined by langford and 5tevenson's areroid (13,762 feet) was
not. the true clevation as the aneroid carried by Osen showed tha elevation
to be 13,8008 eet. The itrue clevation teday has heen found to be 12,7356 feet

The follovi.ng correspondence between kr. lanjford and ir. enry Gennet,

Chiel Ceougrapher of the U. S. Ceological Survey is cuoted as Mrther evidence
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in support of lir. Langford in his claim for having made the ascent of the
Grand Teton in 1872:
(Copied from History file.)

GANMETT TO LANGFORD

Department of the Interior
UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVIY
.ashingtor, D.C., april 15, 1a%7
Hon. N. I, Langford,

St. Paul, Minnesota
My Dear Langiord:

I have been amusing myself for some time "scrapping! with lr. W. O.

Cvien, State Auditor of Wyoming, about the ascent and the elevation of the
Grand Teton. He maintains that no one ever climbed the mountain or ever
reached within one thousand feet of -its summit, and it is some seven hundred
feet higner than our ieasurements make it,

I think I have all the literature relating to the subject, with the ex-
ception of your article in Scrioner's Monthly. If you have a suvare cnp;,
would you loan it to me? I will be resnorsible for its safe retura. And,
if you know of any other attempts on the mountain, beside those of Wilson,
Rechler and my friend, Owen, will you kindly put me on the track of them?

Sincerely yours,
Henry Gannett,

Geographer
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LANGFORD TO GANI'ETT
St. Paul, Minnesota
April 28, 1897

Henry Gannett, Esq.,
Chief Ceographer U. S. G. Survey,
washington, D. C.
¥y Dear Mr. Gannett:

Your letter of Aprril 16th, relative to the ascent of the Grand Teton,
is received and I am constrained to write you somewnat at length, and attach
my letter to the Scribner Magazine artvicle; and 1 am the more impelled to do
this from the fact that my article as originally crepared, was cut down
nearly one-fourth, by the publishers of the magazine, and there are many con-
necting links dropped from tne original article. I shall be glad if I can
clear up any existing doubts on this subject.

riistory here repeats itself;for the various accounts of the ascent of
the Uatterhorn, und of our own liount.Rainier, were discredited ior many years,
and by many are so still.

I know that it has sometimes been gquestioned whether Capt. Stevenson and
I were not mistakxen in thinking that we reached the highest pinnacle of the
Grand Teton. The suggestion has been made that the cloud which hangs on tov
of the rountain so much of the time may, from the point we reached, have
obscured our view of a higher point just beyond us. This suggestion has no
significance whatever; -~ for the day was a oright ore, and there vas not a

cloud along the whole Teton range to obscure our view.
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I can give but one explanation of the doubt whichn exists in the minds
of some, thac wc reacired the swmit of the mountain, - and that is found
in & singular mis-statenent of trof. Hayden in his report for that year, 1872.
I have oeen told that Kr. Wilson and onc other mountain climber, (perhaps
i was Lr. Owen, found, a few hundred feet lower than the summit, the en-
closure surrounded by slabs of granite, described by Prof. liayden and mvself; -
and havin~ alrezdy, by the statement of kro:. Hayden, vecn erroneously,led
into the belief tiat this enclosure was on the summit, naturallv concluded
that Car.. Stevenson and 1 were mistuiten in thinking we had reached the hnighest
point. Hence came tne suggestion that the summit might have been hidden from
our viewx by clouds.
»ow let us look at the facts in reiation to this misleading statement of
Frof. liayden. uUrn pace 2 of his report for 1872 he says:
et on tne swamii 3 t:ic heak Lhere were indications that
hunan beings had m:de the ascent at some neriod in the nast.
On the top of the Grand Teton and for th.-ee hundred Ieet
below, are nreat ouantities of graniie blocks or sliabs of
dif-erert sizes. These blocks had been placed on end, forming
a breastwork abouu tnree feet high, enclosing a circular

space six or =seven feet in diameter."

Prof. Payden here clesrly conveys the didea that this enclosure was on
tre summit of the Grand Teton, and the inference is that Capt. Stevenson and

I, from whom alone all the information came, believed that place to be the
summit. But our written record made at that time shows otherwise; - and I
cannot understand how Frof. Hayden iell into this error, for I freouently
talked the matter over with him. He had examined my report nublished in

the same volume, ior on page 86 he says:
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"The briei report of N. P. Langford, Superintendent of the Yellowstone
Yational Park - ¥+ will be read with great irterest for iis practical
character."

So, I repeat that the record shows the error of Prof. Hayden: for in my
report thus referred to, commencing at the last line but one on page 89 of
the 1872 report, you may read as follows:

"e found on one of the buttresses g little lower than the extreme top
of the mountain evidence that at some former veriod it had 'been visited by

human beings. There was a circular enclosure szbout seven feet in diameter
formed by vertical slabs ol rough granite."

From @ accompanying article in Scribner ror May 1873, on vaze 145, I
also cuote:

"On the top of an adjacent pinnacle but little lower than the one we oc-
cupied, we found a circular enclosure six feet in diameter, composed of granite
slabs, set up eniwise, about Iive feet in heirht.”

You can see from these cuvtations that the enclosure here referred to wzs
not on the swiit, as Prof. Hayden seemed to think. As I now recollect, it was
about 4 U feet below the summit, to reach which re-~uired another hour oi rowgh
travel and clirbing. e certainly did recach tlie summit of the Grand Teton. There
7wiere no clouds to obstruct our view,

I will add one thing more concerning the work of tiatl day. If it had not
been tfor the huge sheet oi ice overlying the sides of the mountain near the toz,
and which at {irst seemed to present an insurmountable oovsvacle to our further
progress, we could not have reached tie summit. ‘le utilized this sheet of ice
by breaking the edre with the toes of our boots, as I describe on paze 144 of
this magazinc article; but it seemed as if the ice-sheet might at any moment

yield to the influence of the sun's rays and the water trickling underneath
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and slide down the mountain, and without it, we could not have reached the
summit on that side. And another thing I am sure of, is that we never could
have made the ascent by the route we selected, but for the aid of our rope.
The season of the vear also was most favoranle.! - - =

After the ascent by the Spalding-Owen party, the summit of the Grand was
noi visited for twenty-five years. On August 25, 1923, three boys fronm i‘issoula,
iontana, - andy DePirro, Tuinn A. Blackburn, and Dave F. D lap - made their way
to the top through a blustering day apparently with little equipment for the
climb other than a smattering of information concernin” the route and an un-
linited fund of 3zameness which, afier all, is more essertial on this clirio than
ropes znd hobnaile. Since that time, numerosuc ascents of the (Grund have been
made and at least nine different routes have been followed an< it certainly does
not seem imnossible that Laneford and Stcvenson may have followvied any one of
shes2 znd nct necessarily the Owen route.

In tle year 1872 the 1t'irst photographs of the Teton Range were made by
William i.. Jackson, photographer with the layden surveys. These vhotographs
were of the ran-e {rom the west, as Jackson did not get into Jackson Hole until
1872. lle rmade trips to the valley in 1883 and again in 1892 and produced sone
very excellent vhotographs of tlie Teton mountzins from the valley of Jackson
tole.

The Hayden survey parties visited the valley of ,Jaciison Hole during the
vears 1872, 1877 and 187.°'. Important reucrts on the geology ol the area were
precared by Orestes St. John, Frank ¥. 3rddley, G. F. sechler and others. lost

of the grominent features of the park were named by the Hayden survey parties.
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The many names we find given to the features of the park give us an
almost completed record of the members of these early surveying parties.
Among them are: Beaver Dick or Richard leigh, an Englishman, Pioneer
trapper and guide whose name was given to Leigh Canyon, leigh Lake and Beaver
Dick Lake, which now has been changed to String Lake. There is Jenny Lzke,
naved after the Shoshone squaw of Beaver Dick Leigh.

There are also the peaks, Mount St. John, Mount Horan, and at one time
Mount Hayden was the name given to the Grand Teton. There are also the Lakes
Bradley, Taggart, and Phelps all honoring these men who were members of the
Hayden Survey parties and who gave such valuable information as they surveyed
and mapped this region of Jackaon/iﬁieGrand Teton National Park.

During the following year 1879, there occurred a rather unusual incident
in connection with these surveyinrg parties. G. R. 3Bechler and party vho had
obeen working near the Tetons that summer and were on their way to camp near
the Wind River met a small band of Indians bringinz a message to the effect
that the MNezperce Indians were on the war path and thatall settlers, miners
and prospectors were to take refuge at the nearest military reservation. The
Indians were asked t: stay for supper, and ve are told that Bechler's nmen
apolozized for not having any sugar for the coffee, whereupon one Indian re-
marked that he had sugar and proceeded to get a bag of sugar from his pacx
saddle. The sugar was wrapped in a newspaper printed in Cheyenne, ‘yoming.
One of the men began reading the paper, and this item was noted: "The
Bechler party was attacked by the Nezgerce Indiins of Chief Joseph's band,

and their bones and instruments had been found and identified.”™ The next
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morning the 3echler part:: broke camp early and sew out for Fort dawiins,
¥yoming, to lev ticir ‘riends cnd relatives know thatl they were still very
much alive.

In 1879 Thomas Voran made a journey to the Tetons under a military
escort an! spent Lhe brief period of one da within the Teton ranre nn its
west side. As a resulil o! this day's work, Moran was able Lo prepare several
sketches from which he later rainted sc.ae of his important paintiars of tae
Tetons. e sow the Tevons only from the west and never d4id view them fronm
vi.e cust or the more spectasular side. loran's paintincs o!f the Tetons cannot
be crediied with being the first for il is believed that Henry Arthur Slkins
painted scenes ol b2 Yelens as cerly as 1858. In 1898 the first toporraphic
map of the Telon runge was made Ly 2 survey pvarty of the L. 3. Geological
Surve).

Aaother incident of note iti:al cc urred nrior Ww tnis is that in the winter
of 1876 and 1877 were recorded the adventures of Lieut. Doane of the U. S. Arny
2nd party makine a trip varougn Jackson nole during the carly months of winter.

~iecui. Domne wzs -iven the assignment Lo explore the Smike Hiver fram its
source near fcllowstonc Lake to its mouth:,.

Urcder dute of 4tihh October, 137v., Licut. G. C. Doane received Lel:2gravhic
orders to the elrect that nce was to make exnioration of the Snalie River rrom
Yellowsiene Lare bo t e Colnmbia River, and fic vas to be Timisiea! 2 mounted

jetail 2! on. non-ecnmnisaloned officer and {'ive ren ol e 2nd Calvaery.



With these six men and pack outfit ané carryin;, a ready-made boat that
could be assembled or dismantled at will, he set out upon this most trying
journey right a2t the beginning of winter.

The trials and tribulations of this party of seven were many as they made
their way uo the Gardiner River to Hammoth and then over the pass near !ount
Washburn in more than two feet of snow, how they towed their hoat along the
shores of Yellowstone Lale in icy weather and snow storms and finally, by
relay system, they were able in three days of severe struggle to pull their
boat from Yellowstone lLaike over the divide to Heart Lake and from there skid
their boat down the rugged rocky canyon of one of the small tributaries of
Snake River down to the larger fork of the river coaminr from Lewis Lake; iuw
they finally reached Jackson Hole on the ~lst of November. B y then thecir
troubles had just begun. Rations began to run low, especially certain items
such as salt and flour. So much time had been given to making headway and
in tending to the daily events of getting the pack strin:; and boat a goodly
distance each day, that very little time vas given to hunting game or ob-
taining food. Fortunately, the fish vere bitin< mood in Snake River and
they managed to catch a goodly supply of trout, when they could take the iime
to fish.

Upon their arrival at Jackson Lake, they report the presence of great
flocks of swan and also a grsat meny otter. An attempt to feast on otter
meat proved a dismal failure. The meat of the otter just wouldn't stay dovm.

Snow storms delayed the party a number of days at their camp on Jackson

Lake. Many of their pack horses were at the point of exhaustion and while



coning into comy nowr Jduskson Lake, oune horse fell benealh a lurge lo: and in
a {ew minutes w4z Jduade Other horscs were udamloned in deep gLrass near wan:
sprrings winere they might have hulf a chance o survive the winter. As the

foca shortange for Lixe :wn beocame more acute, a nuaber of the horses were killed
for food 2uring the comin,; nontns.

Dnane's party made thelr slow passape down the Snale River which, in rany
flaces at this time 57 ¥ ar. vas very shazlow and in others olocked with Zce
and beaver dams und ollern di! not have enough water <o float the boat, The
mon had Lo more .r less c-.rry the boat over these si:allow places by wading in
the stream bud. s they a vruwched the southerr portion of J-ckson iloie, they

cae upon & cabin sl an old travwer, John Flerce. Froa hinm they obita'ned a

[

supply of lour un: some sall ani aiso enousy: elk meat for a pood fteast. In
exchanre, they pave hiz som ariicles ¢f clothine ani <ome ammunition tor his
rirle, John told them no vizs xmaking a living oy trappin.; tie marten, aink,
rishers, and oticr.
™o journsy dowa the Grund Ca:jon of ihe Snaxe rroved ik o3t difricull

ol alle Tie strcuz vas Loo swift for the boat and ti.c men toszil in it, so
tney n-rotiated the rivar b, passing the boat alon; by means of Lines unubbed
around tre«s or rocks-ané by walking alonkg the ice edses of the stream and by
‘.ouding buzit on the hoat over dangerous passages wnicn exisied most ol the
vime. As Tho began uvo think they had passed iLhe wughest portion ol the river
iil lucs Yerell thene In mnking one of the ninor rapids, the runvale of the
boat caurht beneath a ludge of ice awi was capsized, dumping: all tieir recious
cargo inue tle icr water. ALl heavy equipnent was lost, for only those articles

that woul! 1loat were trourh: ashore ang saved. Tiiz inclident left the narty
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almost without food, and without ammunition or weapons.

At this point it was decided to send the Sergeant and one man with the
two horses and one reraining mule to go on to obtain rations from Fort Hall
or the nearest setilement they should come to.

Lieut. Doane and party finally reached Fort Hall, Idaho, and from there
returned to Fort Ellis, Montana, having exvlored a 'very meazer portion oi the
Snaire River.

The First Setilers Come to Jackson Hole

In 1684 the first settlers, John Carnes and John Hovliand, came to the
valley of Jzckson Hole aud established adjoining ranches in the portion of
the valley south of the present town of Jackson, Vvoming. Settlement of the
valley progressed very slowly and in 1907, one hundred years after the coming
John Colter, a number of small communities had sprung up in Jackson Hole at
Jackson, Cheney, #ilson, Zenith, Moran, Elk and Kelly. Kelly was the largest
community in the valley at that time. Jackson boasted a hotel, post ofiice,
school and several general stores, saloons and not many houses. There wvere
24 pupils in the Jackson school that year. The total population of the wiley
was probably not over LO0 people. In 1898 there were only 21 ranches, prin-
cipally "small cattle ranches", on which there was jractically no cultivation
of the soil. During the summer the cattle ranzed freely; during the winter
they existed on the wild hay that had been cut an¢ stored during the suwmmer.
By 1898 well-to-do iisheriien and sportsmen had begun to come into the valley
and much of the livelihood of the settlers was derived from furnishing these
vizitors with outfits and supplies. Dude ranching started this early and

continued to grow in importance with the passing years and still plays an
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importunt part in uie economy of tihe valley Loday.
During tiis nerioé 2 early setuilenent, Jac*sen ola ueruired a wide

snrezs reputation as a hidirng picce ifor horst ans cottle thieves and for

other crininels. Vhile there was ulways u rough elemeni in wthe region. it

apuears that the number of crirdn:ls in Juckson role and the extent of their

weilvities was tremendously exagperated. The following events have vecn re-

corded during this uerivd and a swmmary of them muy precent sone of the reasons

for Jackson rlole's reputation or teing the nome ol the outlaws; yucted from

.aleott “wtsoa's: #Hiivory of Jackson's iole."

“ir 1886 there occurred the mosu i{ruesome c.'ime in its history, a irirle
rurder on what is now krovn uas Dead lan's Bar. A4 group of four Germans ar-
rived at a point on 3nake River in the north part oi'Jaci-son Hole, cobout tne
first oI ‘une und began sluice minin‘; operations for roid. about two monihs
later, three bodiec were rounc loosely buried in a bank, the heads of two of
then were badly mashed as though by an axe. The 1rourth .rember of the party,
who hal gone Lo Teton Basin, was socn arrested ard charged with the murder of
the other three. This man, John Tonnue. pleaded self deienss and was tuken
to Evanston for trial where, on Arril 15, 1827, nevas acouitted by a jury.
nis story was that the other partices had decided to exclude nim from the vartner-
ship 2nd told him to get out. On his remonsirances :ind efforts to at least re-
tain his personal property, the others ganced up on him but Tonnar broke loose,
graoved his sun and shot thex dead in rapid succession. The bruises were ex-
plained as a result ci tnrowing the Lodies dowrr the bank to where he buried

them. Although the jury ovelieved th: story, the Corcner's examination which



revealed no broken bones velovwi the heads, leads to z strong suspicion that

he attacked them with an 2xe, probablys while trer sleot. That he ma; have
been justified is possible because ther had been knovmn to ouarrel, the throe
against Tornar. The case, oririnatine as it did In such 2an out-of-the-vay
locality, excited a rreat deal cf in terest throughout Wycminr; and undoubtedl;
led many to imagine that Jaciison Hole was full of bad men."

Another incident occurred during tie early rninevies which has becn sreatly
exaggerated. Two horse thieves were traced to Jackson's Hole by law officers
from tie outside. They were located at t:e Curnin;ham Ranch, where they had
wintered in a two room log house, along with a rman who was working for Cunning-
ham. One morning a posse o1 scventeen men surrounded the cabin, hiding behind
the outer ranch buildings and in the busghes. iiten the first rustler came out
of the door, he was shot without a warning. Wwhereupon the second, siearing
he would sell his life dearly, ran out and before he was riddled by the nosse's
bullets, succeeded in emptying his gun, though without results. The nosse
was composed largely of young men who have since become ~Zrominent citizens.
They do not look back on the affair with pride. lfore experienced men would
have at least given the men a chance toc surrender.

Meanwhile in the early nineties, the people of the wvalley and tre state
as a whole began to realize thet they had a valuablec cash asset in the thousands
of elk that made the J:ckson's Hole region t':e best hunting country left in the
United States. Hunters, rany of them wealthy easterners, came in to collect
trophies, and the money thai they spent for suides and outfits put the valley
on its feet financially. Ranchers obtained good c:sh prizes for zccomaodating

hunting parties, and packing then into tl.e best jjame territories. Tihe business



was highly rrofizeble und gsoon becare the most lmportant feature in tL-e
eccnonic life of Jacksun's Ho'e, Host of Lhe nozesteaders in L e northern and
cas.ern aary ol (e valley jeined t'lis oullfitiing of huniers wilh regular ranci-

L

ine snd winter trant ins, Lo o a regular and agreeable routine of wr™. e
raseuers in L zeniral and southern poriions relied morc un crons an' Jarcer
cattle herd:,

The State or Vro.liny, which had been udisitied o the Union on «dulyr 10,
1290, vanted to insure the clk's pregervalion and at the same time rcalize some
M.enae Iror 1S nawurili asset.  @me lavs vere adopted thal placed a closed
3aouscn o1 Lthe elk luring tle winter, sprine and svwuer and a'se recuired ile
nurchase o licenses Lo .uni, with a iimitation on tie rumber xilled on each
license. Naturzll . there wac sorme ilicwal! poachi:y; by a few, buv ine great
mlorily of ranchers liept the spirit oi' the law, if not always to the cuuct
letter, and resanted any unlzwful dizdnuiion of their jame suprly.

The local settlers had early protested arainst In:iiun runting narties
leav'ne the reservaticns. By 1894. wken tie value of tie elk wus bein~ realized,
ihe protests were rumerous out in Evinston, the sounty seat, Cherenne, and
Washington, little intercst wac aroused. In “he sunmer of 18%5 the. setilers
trerefore took mattiers into their owr hands. when a band of Rannocks from furt
Hzll refused to desist from killinr elk. A nosse of twenty-seven men was
forned under William Mannire of Teton 3asin, later of Jrckson, to lake the
Tniians into custody. Tre fndians relied on their Treaty of 1€58 with ihe

United Stales Government by which they were gronted the right to kill game
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on unoccuried lands wihen at pezace with the whites. Tre settlers were acting
under warrant to enforce the state game laws of Februar; 2v, 1895, making it

a misdemeanor to nunt out o season as it then was (July). The posse round

a vand of Bannocks, including women and children, camped on a tributary of

the Hoback River and, relieving them of cheir arms, started to escort thex
back to Jackson for irial tzfore a Justice of the Peace. The Indians were
undoubtedly afraid of the treatment they would get away from Govermment
authorities, at the hands of settlers, so while riding along the base of a
gentle slope the Indians suddenly made an uphill dash through the trees that
caught the officers by surprise. They shot after the fleeing Bannocks, but

the forest cover prevented them from bein~ very effective. One Indian, however,
was killed in the escave. A baby died from falling to the ground from his
mother's horse, and a little boy was separated from tiie band, to be found later
b; the posse. The rest, nine men and thirteen squaws, escaped to Fort Hall
Reservation. Officers of the Army and representatives of the Indian Bureau
visited J.ckison's Hold to investigate, but took no action against the settlers.
In October, one of tne Bannocks named Race Horse, swrrendered to Sheriff iiard
of Uinta County at Evanston for the purpose of making a test case. He was con-
victed of killing seven elk on July 1, 1895 in violation of the Wvoaing game
law and immediately sued in Federal Court in Cheyenne for a writ of Habeas
Corpus, pleading the treaty of 1868. It was admitted that the region to the
southeast of Jackson's Hole where the offense occurred was unoccupied ac-
cording to the meaning of the treaty. The Circuit Court granted the writ,

upholding the superiority of the Federal treaty; but the United States Supreme



3

Court in an ovinion by Justice %hite reverssd the decision. The owpershin
by the State of its wildlife was thus absulvutely establishad.

The disposal of Liie Imdian hurtines 4ificuliy, however, did not solve
all ihe gaac problems. fboui this time "tusk hunters" were becoming active
in the Juckson's iole countiry. These were men who shot elk for their two
front tucks or veeth, leavinz the hdad, hide znd meat to go Lo waste.
If unchecked they could have seriously cepleted the size of tke herd in a
very short time. Of course, the game wardens aid then the iforesi rangers kept
ciiecking their astivitics as best the7 could. Frices Iur good bull tusxs
reached a nigh of aboui thirty dollars a pair in 1905, unusually finc scecimens
bringirz uwo to seventy-rive dollarz. Cou tusiks never were wortn more than tive
doliers, so in gererul ths hunters killed onlv the bull elis. sbout 1901 or
1902 the Binkley jang, composed o9f William 3inkley, Riil Horrit:, Charles Purd,

Lol

Isa=l beran i%s illegal sleughtering. Their inroads on the elk herd
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an
durin;; the r1ericd of high 2drices {or teeil: hecame so cerious thui:t a ~roup of
ligitimate local hunterc was called together in trne fall oi 1906 by Criho
Williums, .t the weeting they held, 2 resoluvtion was adopted that tusk hunting
must stop und the Iour .ien leave ine country within three days. The fung foi-~
lowed the hint and quickly moved oui, thus ending the organized vhase of this
unigoue occupation.

in *he fall of thc yezar, wiwen the elik bond togeti:er and start down from
the nigh couniry toward the valley, a2 good hunter can kill six or seven bulls
at one time. Although an elk's  tusks can be extracted irom the livin: aniiul
that has been roped a:l thrown, this is generally too much ircuble, so most

are killed. about 1920 tusk hunting vas revived for a short time, but at



present the vrices are too low to make the vractice worth while.

As time went on and the hunting of gume enim:ls increased anmd, in fact,
became an important business in the valley in the matter of providing puides
and hmnting camps for non-resident hunters, the sroblem of management of the
elk herd continued to grow in importance. Natural winter ronge decreased
with the srowth of ranching in the valler and ccncentration of tie elk in
ever decreasinz arez ol suitzble wintie: range nzie nccessary the adoptlon oy
measur:s to assist the elk vhrourh the winters by crtiticial feeding and this,
in fura, led to the establishment of a national elk rerure.

II The lational Park Movemznt and Grand Teton National Pari
ae. Inception of tihe movement to estublish Grand Teton National Park.

This movement has its oeginning in proposels for the cxtension of tellovi-
stone National Park. The {vllowing proclamations and executive orders have
some relation to the lurds now included in Grand Teton N:lional Park. The
proclamation of Karch 3C, 13891 by Fresident Xenjamin Harrison established
Yellowsione Park Timber Land Reserve, comprising 1,2390L0 acres to the east and
south cf Yellowstone National Park. On February 22, 1867 the Teton rorest Pe-
serve vias establishoed by vroclarmation of President Srover Clevel-nd :und in-
cluded most of the lin! contained in t'.e present park. Other proclamations
and executive orders by the presicents over tne years, down o 1937, set aside
the federal lanilis to the sonth cf Yellowstone lintional ani withdrew these lands
from entry.

Possicly the first r:corded statemeni rclative to tiie setting aside of
this area as a national, nerk is found in Frederick :.. Paxson's liistory of

the American Frontier contained in the following; statement:
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"Jackson Hole at the base o the Urand Tetons is not only a sreat
scenic treasurc, bur also an important early center of mountain tur trade
and exploration of the ™r Vest. It should be preserved as a national asset."

b. Leaders in the Park lovement.

It is difficult vo pick out speci:ic leaders in the movenent tn establish
Grand Teton National Pari, but the names most frequently found recorded in of-
ficlal records are the following: Representative Frank llondell and Senators
Robert D. Carey and John B. Kendrick from Wyoming and Senator Peter Norbeck
from South Dakota. Local residents of Jackson Hole often associated with the
park movement in its beginning are Struthers Burt, Richard ¥#inger, J. L. Eynon,
J. R. Jones and VWilford V. Neilson. Other persons not living in Jackson Hole,
but freguently associated with the park movement are Horace ., Albright, John
D. Rockefeller, Jr., Vanderbilt ilebb, Kenneth Chorley znd Harold r. rabian.

Tre record of legislation relative to the extension of Yellowstone Hationa:
Park and tse creation of a new park, Grand Teton, indicates thxt much of tie
legislation and efforts to create a new park came from persons directly con-
nected with the National Park Service rather than from versons or organizaiions
outside the service.

c. Legislative liistory of tae Establishment of .Grand Teton Natioral P:rk.

The following is quoted from the Chronology-Index contained in the Com-
pendium of Important Papers covering Negotiztions in the EZstablishmert aud
Administration of the Jackson Hole National Monument prepared in 1945.by the
National Park Service.

Colonel S. B. M. Young, Acting Superintendent of Yellowstone National
Park in 1898 submitted to the Secretary of the Interior a drait of a bill



for thle cxiension of tne boundiries of fellowstone National Par. On reb-
ruar; ., 1202 C. Y. Bliss, Secretuary of ure Interior, wrote to the honorivle
Jonn ¥. Lacr . (avthor of the Locey Antieuities Aci of 1405) Chairman of tire
Co. mitiee on the Public lands, livuse ot Repr-sentativ.s, 'n: transaitued th
dr.:t or tie bill urepared by Culcnel Youn: which proposed the excunsion of

e limils of Yellowstone Pa.,r Lo include t ¢ area Lo tne south of Lie nark

1.3 wouui have vaken in most of tne area now included in Urand ‘ietcn Natlonal
~riz. Lown throu.;h the yeurs, tie park extension procos.ls were discussedin

Con-ress. T om:s myan, sctinr Secretary of the Interior, on March 1", 1902

addressud a letter o ii1e Sceaxer of the House of Representativa:s, wiich
stace. " part <3 follows:

“"Sir: I nive the honor to trans.it herewith, with a view to fzv.ravle
action thercon by Conress, a bill providing for tl:ie extension of the
lirzits o2 ti:e Yellowstone Rational Pariz, torether wilh pz ers from
tiie £ les of the Depart ent indicating: ti»: n-cessity .or such lepisla-
tion. (Tr=2 su‘.uec.. levter anc tre purcrc reZerred Lo comprise iiduse
D:cuvent Moo 500, 57th Joniress, lst s-ssion.

ik In tre geveral annual "epor‘ 5 of t e Secretlarr or tle Interior to
. e Prasi’ent a3 .o tie work of Une Jejartment “rom 13G38 to 19J1, in-
cl:sive, a..t.ent. ion hus been czlled to this very important matter, ad-
Jotated, but without final action thereon b. Con,>ess. '£‘ 2 time has
nocu ar"'.ve.., in my ‘udgerncni, when dec'sive action in the premises
siould e t aken it the large "une in t"we reservations indicavei. whcse
nitural ho-e is in t-e ‘.-'ellm‘:stone Nat‘onul Pare, is Lo be i..ntected
and. 1 have, therefcre, to most exrnestly wr~e earlcs consideration of
ithe ratter presentoed.”

o
- -

In spite o.' the constant urging, no definite actiocn was taiien by Congress
until 1518 when . R. 11651, 65th lon-ress, 2nd session was introduced by
Representative hkondell of ‘rominr. farts of the area later establislhed as

frand Teton Netioras Paric and including the Thorofare couniry and ot!er lands
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abutting the south boundary of Yellowstone. Study of the boundaries pro-
posed resulted in a reguest by the Department of Interior for vheir modifi-
cations. The measure vias nct acted upon and, as modified, became H.R. 13350
which wvas introduced in the 65th Congress, 3rd session, by Represertative
Yondell, of Viyoming. It proposed different boundaries than those proposed

in H.R. 11661 and vas unanimously passed by the House on February 17, 1919,
and was favorably reported by the Senate Public Lands Committee, but was ob-
jected to in the Senate by Senator Nugent of Idaho under the misapprehension
that Idaho sheep range was included in the area. In the legislative jam which
occurred at the end of that session of Congress, there was no hope of reach-
ing the bill on the Senate calendar without unanimous consent to advance it.
At the behest of a few Idaho stockmen (who later withdrew their objection)
Senator Nugent refused unanimous consent to advance the bill; (Beinz the sole
objector in either house) thus the bill was killed.

On May 22, 1919, '.R. 1412 was introduced in the 66th Congress and
differed only slightly from li.R. 13350 butu this bill was not reported fronm
the Commnittee on Fublic Lamds and it was not until 1929 that further con-
gressional action vwas taken. In February 1929.Grand Teton National Park was
established and included about 150 square miles of Federal Lands comprising
largely the Teton iountain Range which up to that time had been a part of
the Teton National Forest. The valley portion of the present park was not
included in the park at this time, chiefl; hecause of tnre large amount of
nrivate land still remaining in the area. In the interim a number of im-
portant events had taken place anc they iiay be summarized as rollowvs:

In 1923 Jackson Hole citizens invited Superintendent Albrignt of Yellow-
stone National Park to confer with them in Jackson Hole. This meeting is
sometimes referred to as the Menor's Ferry meeting. They proposed that the
essential private lands in the northern part of Jackson Hole be purchased
and that the part of the Hole and the Grand Teton Range which consisted

largely of federally owmed lands be added to Yellowstone National Park.
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In 1924 it was agreed that a coordinating commission should be arrointed
by the then existing President's Committee on Outdoor Recreation (composed
of five cavinet nmmbeﬂf) to consider 2 number of imnortant boundary adjust-
ments between national forests and national parl:s. The commission was appoint-
ed and in July 1925 the cuestion of the J-.ckson Hcle-Teton Country was con-
sidered. At the time, the Forest Service desired to retain it. However, the
Chief of the rorest Cervice later indicaived that his bureau no lonrer objected
to tie inclusion of trhis area in firand Teton National Psyex. The commi.ssion,
after hearing the various arruments., voted three to two in favor of adding the
Teton countr; tc Yellowsiore. Latcy, in crder to secure a unanimous decision,
ine vote weas reczrsidered and only a part of tne Teton itanie was aporoved for
var'. status, the northern third of thc mange eing onitted because of on: un-
vroved usbestos clain.

On August 1, 1925, a nearing prcvided for by Cenate :iesslution 237 cof
tne o%th Congresc, lstu session, vwas held before a Senate subcoamittee of the
Cormittee on Public Lands ¢2d Surveys,., in St. iAnthony, Idaho. The vurnose
of the hearing was to investigate the advisabiliuy of revising the boundaries
of Yellowstone National Park as contemplated by S. 3L27, with amendments.

One of the amendments includes tae recommendations coatained in the report
of the Coordinating Commission on National Parks and Forests which reco.::cnded,
among other things, tie inclusion in Yellowstone National Park of the nrea

later established as Grand Teton National Park.

In that same year, (1926) lir. John D. Rockefeller, Jr. visited Jackson
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Hole and became interested in the plan to preserve a part of it in its
natural condition. lie vas encouraged to invest $1,500,CC0 in the purchase
of private lands necessary to round out Federal holdinzs. In February of
1927 Assistant Director &lbright wrote lr. Rockefeller outlining a wossible
nethod of procedure in tne event he determined to proceed with tiie proposal
to acquire orivate lands in Jacitson licle fcr the purpose of preserving them
for public use «nd enjoyment through their donation to the federal government
as a part of the national park system. In trat same month, Public Resolution
He. 55 - 69th Congress, was annroved authcrizing the acceptance of title to
certain lzins !rom t e Izaak Vlalton league a= an addition to tie winter elk
refuse. In that year, President Cuolidge wi.hdrew Irom entry the Fublic lands
in Jackson Hole an+ the public lands in the Flat Creei Drainzge were added to
the Elk Zefuze near Jackson.

In April of 1927 Senator Horbec!t of South Dakota wrote to the Nationz:
Park Service as iollows:

"iYthen Congress corvenes in December, I .:ant to try to get action on

the prorosed changes in the boundary of the Yellowistone National Park.

I hope your department can prepare the necessary bill so that it will

be ready for introduction on the iirst day of the session.

" T would also appreciate it if you would zlso prevare a bill for the
establishment cf another natvional park in Vyorinr to include ti:e Teton

Peaks, somewhat along the line of the map enclosed. (The ma;- enclosed

was a copy of boundary adjustments of Yellowstone proposed and apiroved
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by tne 1925 Coordinating Commission on National Parks and Forests.)

It wiil in all probability have to be mzde a separate p:rk. I have

not yvet decided what the name shouldq be. I think in the Bill as 1

introduce it, I will call it the Xendrick National Park. It is pos-

sible that the Senator from Vyoming is still of tre same mind that

he was previously - - that it should be called the Grand Teton Hational

Pari of livoming. It may be best for you to have the Bill ready, leaving

the name blank."

" Re assured I will appreciate your coopseration in this matter."

/s/ P. Norbeck

¥r. Rockefeller conierred with the elected officials of ¥yoming, ilembers
of Congress, Secretary of the Interior “ork, and Presirlent Calvin Coolidge,
concerning, his intentions of purchasing the essential lands in Jackson hole
and, in 1$28, the Rockefeller land purchasing program got under way.

In 1y28, pursuant to S. Resolution 237, 70th Congress, 2nd session,
hearings were held in Cody, Wyoming, July 1%, Jackson, Viyoming, July 22, and
Wilson, Viyoming, July 23, concerning the advisability of enlarging Yellowstone
National Park and/or creating Grand Teton National Park. In February of 1929
Grand Teton National Park was established, using the boundary lines recom-
mended by the 1925 Coordinating Commission on National Parks and Forests. The
park comprised practically z solid block of federal lands. HMeanwhile, lr.
Rockefeller's land purchasing program to effect an adequate urit of public

lands in Jackson Hole continued,



Zecretary nf tije Interior Ray Ly:wan ¥iltur visited Jani:son lole in 192¢
wud arvroved of the plan to drecerve 2 reprasent.tive vortion of t' e liole,
a1 d reported to President Hoower, who ulsu emressed his : o rsval,

In 1931, a subcormnmittee of the Youse A-pronri-siions Corrittiee, under the
leadership of Congress:ian Frank urphy, .f Ohiu, visitzd Jacizs'n Ho e. Tue
Cormitiee was unable to understand the point of view of the oj:ositiosn. The
rienbers felt that the Watio:nal Pars Service wac doing ‘ine worx whicl was not
appreciated and that Mr. Ruckeieller and his nssociates viere rot etiting the

support irat they deserved.

In August of 1%33, pursuant to Senave Resoiution 225, 72Znd Conreress, a
suocoavittee o0i' the Scrnate ™blic Lands Committec in tre 73rd Cun ross held
hearings in Juckson, Wromding,on Aupust 7, 8, ind 1, 1:33. The llesolution
xutivriced an investigation of tlie aciivities of the Niiional Parit Service,
e Snmle River Land Cormanyr, Tiae Teton "r:nsrortation Company, The Teton
Invesiment Company, Tre Teton ilolel Company ané ' e Jdackson lake Lod-:e Coxnany.
in the Jn2i.con Hole Tterion, Teton County, ‘ivor.ing, in connection with the nro-
posed enlargement of tne frand Tetorn National Fark. Hearing s conducled by
the Senate subcormittee completely vindicated the Mational Park Jervice, the
Srnuce river Laml Company and cther acencies of any unjiusiified -.ciivities.
Senator Carey, of YW.omins, took a orincipal part in this investigation.

The next important endeavor to extendi the boundaries of the par« to ‘n-
clude thiec valley portion case in 1G24 when the Senate pussed the Carey Hill

S. 3705, 73rd Congress, 2nd session, to extenc the boundaries of Grund Teton



40

National Park., The House Public Lands Committee reported the bill favorably
on the last day of that session of Congress with an amendment requested by
the Bureau of the Budget requiring that Teton County be compensated for the
loss of taxable lands by some means other than Federal funds. The Congress
adjourned the same day, June 13, vithout further opportunity to act upon the
bill, On June 3, 1935, Senators Carey and O'Mahoney, of ¥Wyoming, introduced
S. 2972 in the 74th Congress, 1lst session, to extend the boundaries of Grand
Teton Kational Park. This bill was referred to the Senate Committee on Public
Lands and Surveys. At the request of the Department of the Interior, the
Committee took no action on the bill because the Departmen:i vas unable to
prevail upon the Bureau of the Budget to apnrove payments to Teton County in
lieu of taxes.

In July of 1938 the National Park Service issued a report in pamphlet
form entitled "The Proposal to Extend the Boundaries of Grand Teton National
Park, Wyoming." The report gives a short chronology of the efforts made to
attain park status for the Jackson Hole-Teton country: a condensed justiiica-
tion for the proposal; a draft of nroposed legislation to enlarge the park;
explanations of the provisions of the proposed legislation; discussion of
the effect of the proposed extension on grazing, hunting, and logging; and a
map showing the proposed boundaries. Largely because of the question of pay-
ments to Teton County in lieu of taxes and, also because of the activities of
selfish minority opposition in Jackson Hole, the proposed bill was not intro-
duced. The boundaries and acreages proposed were the same as those subse-

quently established for Jackson Hole National Nonunent.
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During August of 1938, a subcommittee of the Senate Public Lands Com-
mittee held hearings in Jackson, Wyoming, pursuant to Senate Resolution 250,
‘75th Congress, on the question of the feasibility of enlarging Grand Teton
National Park. This committee made nc recommendations.

No further action was attempted by Congress until 1950, when Public Law
787 was passed by the 8lst Congress, 2nd session, seven years after the creation
of the Jackson Hole National Eonument by presidential proclamation on XMarch
15, 1943. The establishment of this monument created a great ieal of contro-
versy and attempts were made by the Wyoming delegation in Congress to have
the I'onument abolished. kearings were held in Washington to discuss the kKonu-
ment issues. Riders were attached to appropriation bills each year, which
prevented the vroper development and administration of the area as a National
Monunent. The following are a few of the events concerned vwith tne contro-
versy over the Jackson liole National MNonument.

On March 19, 1943, just four days after establishment of the lionument,
Representative Barrett, of Wyoming, introduced the bill H.S. 2241, ‘7€th Con-
gress, lst session, to abolish the Jackson liole National ¥onument. Sveeches
condemning the establishment of the monument by means of proclamations were
made in the Congress the same day by Senator O'Mahoney and Hepresentative
Barrett. The establishment of the Llonument made new's, or news was made of it.
Disvatches, articles and editorials, some factual; some violently opposed: and

otners favorable, appeared in the press all over the country.
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In April 1943, Governor Lester C. Hunt, of Wyoming, wrote to the Presi-
dent protesting the creation of Jackson Hole National Monument. Secretary
Ickes issued a statement of policy concerning administration of the national
monucient , to clarify the position. of the Demrtienv with regard to odrotection
of the rights and privileges of all those having special interests in the
area, including the State of Wyoming.

On April 29, 1943, the President's letter of reply to the Governor of
Wyoming mentioned the policy staterent issued by Secretary Ickes under date
of April &, 1943, and called attention to some of the benefits that are en-
joyed by the state through Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Peri:is, and
vhich will be forthcoming from the National Honument as viell, if it is pro-
verly supported. Also,,"i:ntioned the desirability of an equitable sharing
with Teton County of revenues from those areas.

On May 13, 1943, the State of VWyomins filed suit challenging validity
of the Jack:son Hole National Monument,( State of liyoming versus Paul R. Franke,
Superintendent of Grand Teton National Park, in charge of Jackson Hole National
Monurent). A special hearing was held in Cheyenne, Wyoming, before the Dis-
trict Court of the United States, for the District of Wyoming, in the case of
the State of Wyoming vs Paul P. Franke, for-the purpose of teking testimony.
On February 10, 1945, U. S. District Judge T. Blake Kennedy, finding gener-
ally for the defendant Franke and directing preparation of a suit dismissal
judgment before March 10, declared;

s This seems to be a controversy Letween the legislative and executive

branches of the Government in which the court cannot interfere."
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Following hearings held in Washington before the House Public Lands
Committee on H. R. 2241, the bill to abolish the Aonument, in which persons
in favor or against the measure expressed their views and after the Interior
Departrent's report on the bill had been submitted to the Public lands Com-
mittee and several other meetings and discussions of the Monument problem
had been held, congressional action was taken vith the House passing H.R. 22/1
on December 11, 1944 with a vote of 178 for and 107 against and 142 not voting.
On December 19, 1944, by unanimous consent the Senate passed the Barrett Bill,
H.R. 2241 to abolish the Konument. Thefe was no objection and no roll call.
The bill was vetoed by President Franklin D. Roosevslt on December 29, 1944.

He issued a Lemorandum of Disapproval, relating to his pocket-veto of H.R. 2241,
the Barrett Bill, which would have abolished Jackson Hole National Monument.
The memorandum states the reasons why the President believes the continuance of
the MYonument is in the national interest.

On February 12, 1945, Representative Barreit, of Wyoming, introduced his
new bill, H.R. 209, to abolish Jackson liole National Monument. Several con-
servation organizations lent their support to the efforts to have this measure.
not passed by Congress and, as a result, the bill failed to come to a vote in.
Congress. Those organizations or conservations groups that gave their full
support to the National Park Service for continuance of the Monument are listed
under subgequent heading "Popular attitude toward the Park Movement." There
is little doubt that these organizations were very instrumental in having the
controversy resolved by their support of thefovement which eventually resulted
in the creation of a new Grand Teton National Park in 1950 which included that

portion of the former park and nearly all of the lands contained in the Jackson

Hole Rational Monument .



e. Popular Attitude Tuward the Park Novement
Tne movement ror making a National Park or the Teton Mountains

has in general been aporoved by nearl’ zll the citizens ci Jackson lole
and also has had wide spread support throughout the nation. The question
of extending the boundaries of the parx to include a portion of the Jack-
son liole valley led to many controversies all of which have not been en-
tirely resolved even yet, with the creation of the new Grand Teton National
Park. The population of the valley has been very ruch divided on the
question; one group favoring park extension and the other oprosing, it.
Fxact mumbers in either group are not known and it is believed that many
citizens of the valley changed. their views on the question from time %o
tixe. It is true that much support for the park movement cume Irom or-
genizations and conservation groups and individuals scattered tiroughout
the nation, rather than from the citizens of Jackson Hole or of the
state of Wyoming. The following societies or conservationist organiza-
tions have given active support to the national parkx movement and in particw
lar very active support to the Jackson Hole National Monurent during the
few years of its existence:

The Egiergency Conservation Committee, New York,

Américan Planning and Civic Association,

Izaak Walton league of America,

National Parks Associeation,

Chamber ¢f Commerce of the United States,

The Wilderness Society,

The Sierra Club,

The Conservation Council,
Chicago Museum of Netural History
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National life Conservation Society,
Garden Clubs of America,

National Audubon Society,

The lfountaineers, Inc.,

Save the Redwoods League,

&merican Nature Association,

Soutnern California Academy of Science,
Conservation Committee Camp Fire Club of America,
The Vildlife Society,

Wildlife Management Institute,
Ecological Society of America,

New York Zoological Society.

There is little doubt that the support of these organiza-
tions saved the Jackson Hole National Lionument from being abolished.
They were instrumental, too, in having the new park created in which
the areas of the former Grand Teton National Park and most of the
lands of the Jackson Hole National Honument were combined to make
the new Grand Teton National Park.

Following the donation by John D. Rockefeller, Jr., during
December of 1949, of the Rockefeller lands amounting to 33,552 acres,
the vay was cleared for the final settlement of the Jackson Hole con-
troversy and this was brought about in September of 1950 by the Con-
gressional action which passed Public Law 787 that created the new
park.

This gift by Johw D. Rockefeller, Jr., of 33,562 acres of
land in the park and monument was made to the people of the United
States and accepted by the Secretary of the Interior Oscar L. Chap-
man, on behalf of the Federal Government to be administered by the
Nationzl Park Service.

Important statements made by the Secretary at the time of

acceptance of these lands are the following: "It is a matter of great
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good fortune to present and future Americans that Lr. Rockefeller's
interest vwas enlisted during the middle 20's in the preservation of
these lands for public use, and that he was willing to devote his funds
so generously to thelr acguisition.

"The lands were acquired with the sole purpose of turning thenm
over tc the fuderal Governmemnt for national park purposes. Transfer of
the lunds is taking rlace at this time because it is felt that the project
now has reached the point vhere it should be taken over by the National
Park Service and administered as part of the great National Park System.

YAs an assurance to the public that the lands involved will be
preserved in perpetuity for national park or monument purposes, the deeds
specifically provide that the lands, so transferred shall be used for no

than public park
other/purposes; or they will automatically revert to Jackson Hole Preserve,
Incorporated, should the Government for any reason find it necessary to
divert them to other-use.
IIT History of the Area as a National Park
a. The beginning of Grand Teton. National Perk

Prior tc the establishment of Grand Teton National Park in 1929,
Jackson liple had for many years been famous for dude ranching and big game
hunting. Hunting and fishing expeditions in the are¢a were or had been com-
mon for many years and these activities continued to flourish after the

creation of the park up until the present time, However, much of the hunting
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of big game vas done in areas surrourding the present park. The dude
ranchers and outfitters had their base of supplies and operationc centers
in the valley.

Prior to 1929 there had not been very good highways leading to
this area, but improvement of the existing roads began at that time and
travel to the park coincides very well with the peneral increase in motor
vehicie travel to the western national parks. The early history of the
park does not go back to the days of the stage coach, or the special me2ens
of travel of an earlier day.

b. Concession History:

Concessions in Grand. Teton National Park have ‘been limited until
the past year to the four services, mountzin climbing guides, saddle horses
concession, boating concession and a photographic studio concecsion. Soice
of the accommodation facilities in the new park now come under the super-
vision ol the park service in that these lodges or dude ranches operate
under permit from the National Parxz Service.

c. Administrative History of the Park.
1. As part of the National Park Systenm.

Grand Teton National Park was added to the National Park Systen
thirteen years aiter the establishment of the National Farlk Servicec as a
bureau of the Department of the Interior and the current policies of -the
Service were operative from the beginning. However, development of the
Park has been hampered a great deal by the pending program ot park exten-
sion wnicn came into being very soon after the cstablishment of the origi-

nal park in 1929.
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The travel to the park has been on a constant and steady in-
crease since 1929 except that time during the war years, 1943 - 1945.
There was a marked reduction in travel when compared with the previojs
year of 1941. Since 1945, the travel to the park has shown a steady
increace and reached a high of 587,585 visitors for the travel year of
1951.

Devebpment has been slow and limited to a great degree by the
vending legislation relative to park extension, as well as, by World
war Two, and the present unstable world situation., Plans for the future
development of the park have been promulgated and the future for this
park beginc vo look much brighter.

Tre first Superintendent of the park was Sam T. Woodring who,
at the time of his apvointment, was chief ranger of Yellowstone National
Fark. He continued as superintendent until 1934 and was succeeded by
Guy D. Edvards. & list of superintendents of the park since its be-
ginning to the present time is apoended.

(a) Dedication of Grand Teton National Park.
Grand Teton National Pari was dedicated on July 29, 1929 and
the prominont speakers on that occasion included:
Horace M. Albright, Pirector of the Kational Park Service,
Frank C. Emerson, Governor of Viyoming,
Viilliam H. Jackson, the pioneer photogravher of the Hayden Surveys.

Dr. Grace Raymond Hebard, Historian of Wyoming,
¥r. S. N. Leek, resident pioneér of Jackson Hole,

William O4 Owen, Engineer and Surveyor of Wyoming,
And members of the National ¥ditorial Association.
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An important event in connection with the dedication ceremony was the
presentation of a bronze plaque by \i. 0. Owen commemorating the ascent
of the Grand Teton in 1898 by the Owen-Spalding party. The following day
this plaque was paciked to the summit of the Grand Teton and securely at-
tached to 2 boulder on the summit by F. M. Fryxell, Phil Smith and William
Gillman.

(b) Outstanding Events, Calamities and Celebrations.

During the first few years of the park's history, a major effort
was made to make the park accessible to visitors by the constructions of
trails in several of the canyons. This trail work was materially imple-
mented by tne work of the Civilian Conservation Corps. A major project
carried out by the CCC in addition to construction of buildings and trails
wms the clean up of the Jackson Lake shore of a vast amount of debris,
largely dead trees that had fallen since the construction of the Jackson
Take Dan for reclamation purposes. The dam raised the water of the lake
more than 39 feet above its normal level. These fallen trees not only
presented an unsightly mess along the shores of the lake, but also created
a serious menace to all boats used on the lake. This Jackson Lake clean
up was supervised by park service personnel of Grand Teton National Park
although.the area involved was outside the park at that time.

In August of 1940, the Oregon Trail liemorial Association hela

their convention in Grand Teton National Park and their meetings were

conducted at the Jenny lake amphitheater near the Jenny Lake Museum.
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During the existence of the park, a number of mountaineering
tragedies have occurred. HNine indivicduals have lost their lives over
the past several years while pursuing this popular though dangerous
activity.

On Novémber 21, 1950, a DC-3 plane carrying 21 persons of the
New Tribes Mission crashed into the northeast ridge of lount Loran and
all lives of tiigse aboard were lost.

(¢) Principal Boundary Changes:

The only boundary changes of the park came with the creation
of a new Crand Teton National Park in 1950 which added the major portion
of the Jackson Hole National Monurent to the area of the former park.
Slight changes were made in the original boundaries of the Jackson Hole
National Monupent by this legislation. Public lands not included in the
new park were given to the U. S. Fish and Vildlife Service and to the
U. S. Forest Service.

(d) Principal Fhysical Developments:

The establishment of a park headquarters which started with
the taking over of the Stewart Ranger Station from the U. S. Forest Ser-
vice at the time of establishment of the park. This station consisted
of two log buildings, one used as a ranger station and the other a two
story barn for horses. From this very humble beginning, the headquarters
area continued to grow year after year until the present time. It now
contains anadministiration building of limited size, a superintendent's

residence and residences for fourteen permanent employees.
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Other developments include a warehouse, t wo equipment storase
Sheds, repair shop, lumber shed, sign shop, dormmitory, dining halil, barn,
fire house, and a miscellaneous assortment oi smaller buildings. A
museum was provided at Jenny lake by the moving of a homestead two room
log cabin from near the headquarters area to Jénny Lake »rd the construction
of an additional room to orovide floor space of about 21 by 39 feet for museun
exhibits, An amphitheeter for campfire projrams was constructed at the same
tire.

Other developments in the park include construction of a number
of patrol cabins at strategic points along the mountain front and trail
maintenznce buildings in Death and Cascade Canyons; the constiruction of
campgrounds znd facilities at Jenny and String lekes and the constiruction
of about ninety miles of treils and several bridges across mountain streams.
These trails are located chiefly along the mountain front and into tie rrom-
inent canyons of the park.

The rcads of the original park were limited to about ten wuiles
of highway and ran from the south end of Jerny lake 4o String Luke and a
spur road along ti:e east shore of Leigh Lake, which was later removed and
reduced the roads in the park to about five miles of naved highway. Short
secondary roads existed, one to the start of the Glacier trail, one to
the Leath Canyon Patrol Cabin, 2:d & county road passing through a vortion
of the park running from !'oose to Wilson. With the establishrent of the

Ao

Jackson Hole National Mcorument, trne ranger stations of the U. . Forest

Service existin uichin the monument arca were transferred to the Hacional
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Park Service and lLave served as ranger staiione for park rangers. Other
facilities receiver, from the U. S. Forest Service included the camp-
ground and 1ccilivies at Jac':son Lake, firo guard stations at Arizona
Cree , Fufifalo Forit and Jerry Creek and a fire lookout station on Siznal
Nountain.

Fire lookout stations have been constructed by the Fational Park
Service at Spalding Bay and on Blacktail Butte.

The establishmexs of tiwe new park in 1950 presented rany new
Trov--.a8 Lie more prroaiaent o which are tie ollowinsg; new problens
of land o narecemt: the srasing of livestock, the muintenance of rocds,
ri=at o7 .8, ‘nmt.r rirhts, irrication ditches: the ciantes .f amricul-
tural land- to the production of forage or,uinter feed ror the <lk; the
cuntrolied raduction of elk on park lands as deterained by joint studies
carried out in cooperation with thez “yoming Juxs ‘and Fish Department ard
otaer procleas relative to proriding for the accommodation needs ant
o.ier serv'ces decired by vis_ tors to the park.

(~.) lontewarthy Donors ard Donations:

afz2;, the orsition oi the J.clion ho.e iluseun Asace’ ation und
t..s cuvastir.:tion or the Jenny la e N seuz, nuwacrous ccrations uf the
ristsr'e materials were nade by ciiizens of 7t :on lole & { oy other
tricat L onergons.  Anont the mersonas raicin+ i=nrortant contributions

»ither + * loans or irest gllus are vic follow e

e L. Frexell, ti)ian werd. Lr. 2. 2. ummug,
K-:" 3. illen, e ‘ie Cra’l, C:. .%..riccson,
ie o austln, L. w330 . fabard, Jiiliam .. Jackson,
ae oo "FON, Kar. fent. S. «. tubel,

we Je SATLENTE, Ttk Yeexa, Albert lelson

we o JWIGN Ir3. v wiiiiums s, Jister



Coniributions of minor items were mide by several residents of
Jaci.son Holie.
Of greatest importance to Grand Teton National Park and to the
American people was tl.e donation of the Rockefeller lands by John L.
riockefeller, Jr. in 1949, which has been described :ore fully carlier in
this nistory outline.
Evolution of Policies Arfegting:
1. Develooment and Use:
The lepgislation creating the originzal Grané Trton Kational Tark
rovided iiat no rote’ s micht . consivructedl in the jaris 1nd that no roads
wers 20 be onill into the Teton Mountains. This :epislation set ihe pat-
tern for pclicies of ruture developqert of the jpark and oresent ".ans are
to iteep 2.l rajor developments to the rusi of. Jackson lake and tie Snake
River. Uze =i ihc mountainous area o: ine park is rescricte! e treovel
atfoot or icru2back and the use oi motor boais is limited to Jenny amd
Jacrscon Lice3. These poiicies evolved from & desire to ucep portions of
the park in ~c primitive state as sossible.
2. T'e lnterprative Progran:
Iaahas veen the policy in this rar« since ius bezinning to

initviate or devrelnp an internreitive proqsran suited to the needs oi the
- £y - N

b
(4]

urcss hos been given to assisting.the mcuniain clinber

£ P G
TisLU0rS.  STecl

tie trail nikers who wish to explere t:e nmuuntainous arzas of the parx.

&l
Tne policy of tne Internretive Pro; rasfias been thet of making

every possible effort to obt ain all possipble information on tue nataral
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pneroi.cna of the vark an: to iresent e stors of tiizt phenomena in the
most interesting ;wzaner. It fn. <1lso oeen tvhe volicy to ra:c every
effort to assist the visitor in achieving 2 fuller understamdir; and
sreater enjoymert of the njiurzl i'eatures oi the park and tu .ind thre

rind ol recreation they most desire.



IV  Apvendix:

List dif Past Superintendents vith dates of service:

Saam T. “ooiring, Superiniendent 5-15-24 to 7-56-34
Guy D. Edviards " 6-1-34 to 11-3C-35
Thomas E. ‘/niteraft ¥ 12-1-36 to 4-30-40
Charles J. Samith " 5-1~40 to 6-30-43
Paul R. Frank i 7-1-43 to L4-21-40
Aliyn F. Hanls, Actin- Superintendent L-22-46 to 5-17-46
John S. liclausnlin, Superintendent 5-18-45 to 10-'7-50
Fdviard D. TFreeland " 10-15-50 to

List of Other Imnortant Personnel:

Allyn F. Harks was the {irst Chief Ranger of the park and served
in that capacity for nearly {iftecn years. Paul A. Judpe succeeded
Hanks to the C:ief Ranger position in 1947. Howard R. Gtagner vas
tire first Park Naturalist and entered on duty in 1935. !le was suc-
ceeded by Bennett T. Gale in 1938 and Galc, in turn, was succeeded
by Curl Z. Jepson, the prese:t incumbent in 1G41.

The position of clerk, senior clerk and later chiei clerk vas

filled by the following rersons for the rollowing periods:

Howard M. Sherman, Clerk 9-1-30 to 2-28-35
G. Frank Brovn, Sanior Clerk 3+«1-35 to 10-31-37
Clara Raab, Senior Clerk 11-1-37 to 11-30-42
Lyle L. Bressler, Senior Clerk 1 -3-42 to 12-15-44
Lyle L. Bressler, Chief Zlerk 12-15-44 to 4-3-50

ileal G. Cuse, Chief Clerk 6~-1-50 to
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The rollovin” boovis. articles and reports are ila .ouries

troe. whic, inrarmation for tle Mrier” histurs of lUrand

&7

ark was obtai:ed

e

The resulier filtes of Grand
or sumnarivs prevered LY Poward R. Stagner, :llis J, Smi, o, L.
Fryell, B, Curl P, Russell, Zennett T. Tale, Charles J. Inith znd
Carl E. Jepson.

a.cect Watsen., Eistory of Jac«<son's iHole,Myomin:,heivore the
veLr 1907.

iler:rild §. Ma.iza. Jdazkson. isle, Troscroac’s oi the Hestern
Fur Trade 1807 - 1940, and ovher rnaners or
reorts.

3t Qo 7inlo:n, Join Colier, Discoverer ol Yellowstone Pari:.

“ishinnton Irving, Astoric (An account of ii
Overlan? ixwedition in 1

Osbhrane Hugcell, dournal of a Trauter, or line Years in e
Tecky Mow:tzins 1834 - 1843.
lirn3, Life in tiie Pocky liowrtains, A diary of
Vapderings on tae sources of tae Mivers, Nssourd,
Colwbia. =nd Colorado from February 1£3° to
Hovember 1835, by /. A. Terris.

kFrineey Fu_ler Yictor, The River of the Yest, the Liie Story of
Joseph L, Meek.

B. W. Crigi;s, Eistory of Teton Yzlley, ILiaho.

Farrison Clifford Dale, The Asiley-Smith Explorations and Siscovery
of « Central Routc to the Pacific 1822-1829.

Fhillip Ashton Rollins, The Discovery of ithe Oregon Trail, Povert
Stuart's Narratives of his Cveriand Trip
Basiward from Astoria 1812-15i3 and Vilson
Erize hunt' . Diary oi' i:is Overiand Trip
Jdestward o Astoria in 8l1-12.
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Rev. Sarmel Pariker, Journal of a. Exploring Tour Zdeyo:s«l the locky
Yountains in 1835.

“wurice 5. Sullivan, Jodediah Smith, Trader and Irailbreaker
. Jecil Aller, Jamus U.iavr - Tr.vper, frontiersman, Scout and Guide
Nathaniel ?. Lanfor!, The Ascent of Mount Yayden in 1872. (Article
in tre 3zribner's =~ontlly cf 1873) Diucwvery of
Tellowstone Park in 127..
Hiran l.Chittenden, Tie Yello:stone ifational Parx

Viilliam Y. Jackson, Time Expesure, the Autobiasraphy of 7illlam H,
Jackson, Picture Maker cf the Old Vest.

Lo-ard R. Drig~s amd Wililian R. Jackson, ‘lecivard ~merica and the
t ionezer Fhotosrrapher

cohn Hoard Fellish, Franklin Spencer 3:2lding - Kan and Bishop.

Viilliam .. l.en, Tne A:cent of tle Grand Teton in 1893.

rferdinand V. Yayden, U. S, Geslo:lczl and (eogr:vhical Survey of the
Territories o2 Wyoaing and Idaho for the years
iE7C, 1872, 1£77 and 1873.

Rerrards Je Voto, Across tie liide rissouri

lolie Jurey, The T2ion iountains

Merrill D. Beal, Tre Story of itan in %cllowstone.
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