Great Smoky Mountains National Park

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

2013 Smokies Trip Planner

Tips on Auto Touring in the National Park

Great Smoky Mountains National Park
encompasses over one-half million acres,
making it one of the largest natural areas in
the East. An auto tour of the park offers
scenic views of mountain streams, weathered
historic buildings, and forests stretching to
the horizon.

There are over 270 miles of road in the
Smokies. Most are paved, and even the gravel
roads are maintained in suitable condition for
standard two-wheel drive automobiles.

Driving in the mountains presents new chal-
lenges for many drivers. When going down-
hill, shift to a lower gear to conserve your
brakes and avoid brake failure. If your vehicle
has an automatic transmission, use “L” or
“2.” Keep extra distance between you and the
vehicle in front of you and watch for sudden
stops or slowdowns.

For updated park weather
and road closure
information
call (865) 436-1200

The following is a partial listing of some of

the park’s most interesting roads. To purchase
a copy of the park’s official road guide, visit
http://shop.smokiesinformation.org or call
(888) 898-9102.

Newfound Gap Road (33 miles)

This heavily used U. S. highway crosses
Newfound Gap (5,046' elevation) to connect
Cherokee, NC and Gatlinburg, TN.
Highlights include numerous pullouts with
mountain views and a variety of forest types
as you ascend approximately 3,000 feet up the
spine of the mountains.

Bears in the Smokies

The Smokies are one of the few places
remaining in the eastern United States where
black bears can live in wild, natural surround-
ings. Some 1,500 black bears live in the park.
Unlike black bears elsewhere, adult bears in
the Smokies are always black rather than
brown or cinnamon. They are also relatively
small. Females often weigh 100-150 pounds;
males 125-200. However, bears weighing over
400 pounds do live in the park.

Acorns, berries, grasses, and other plant
materials make up over 80% of a park bear’s
diet. The rest consists of insects, carrion, fish,
mammals, and other animal matter. Feeding

bears in the park or leaving food out for bears
is illegal for a number of reasons. Bears con-
ditioned to human-related food lose their fear
of people and become threats to human safe-
ty. Conditioned bears also cause property
damage and are vulnerable to being shot by
poachers, hit by vehicles, or dying from
ingesting food packaging and other toxins.

Store your food in your vehicle (preferably in
the trunk) when not in use. Never feed a
bear. Dispose of all trash in bearproof cans.

For information about what to do if you see a
bear, please turn to page 11.

Clingmans Dome Road (7 miles, open
March 29-Nov 30.)

This spur road follows a high ridge to a paved
walking trail that leads 0.5 mile to the park’s
highest peak. Highlights are mountain views
and the cool, evergreen, spruce-fir forest.

Little River Road (18 miles)

This road parallels the Little River from
Sugarlands Visitor Center to near Townsend,
TN. Highlights include the river, waterfalls,
and wildflowers.

Roaring Fork Motor Nature Trail (6 miles,
open March 8-Nov 30. Buses and RVs are not
permitted on the motor nature trail.)

A steep, narrow, and scenic route through
deep forest and historic farmsteads. From
downtown Gatlinburg, turn at traffic light #8
and follow Historic Nature Trail-Airport
Road into the national park.

National Park Service

Great Smoky Mountains National Park is
managed by the United States National Park
Service. The agency manages the park in
accordance with its mission statement “to
conserve the scenery and the natural and
historic objects and the wildlife therein, and
to provide for the enjoyment of the same in
such manner and by such means as will
leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of
future generations.”

Superintendent Dale Ditmanson asks the
help of all Smokies visitors in conserving
park resources. Please don't litter, feed
wildlife, or disturb plants. Do your best to
leave the park in better condition than it
was when you came.




Lodging in the  Family Campgrounds

Park

¢ There are ten developed campgrounds in the ~ No more than six people may occupy a camp-
Le Conte Lodge, on top of Mount Le Conte, park. Each campground has restrooms with site. Your stay is limited to 14 consecutive
provides the only lodging in the park. The :
lodge is accessible only by trail (5 miles
minimum hiking one way). Reservations often

cold running water and flush toilets, but there  days at a time. Leashed or otherwise confined
are no showers or electrical or water hookups  pets are allowed in campgrounds. Quiet

must be made a year in advance. Call (865) : in the park. Shower facilities are available in hours are from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m.

429-5704 or visit www.leconte-lodge.com the communities surrounding the national
park. Please inquire about the nearest Park campgrounds are located in areas fre-
facilities when you check-in at the camp- quented by bears and other wildlife. All food,
ground. Each individual campsite has a fire coolers, utensils, stoves, etc., must be stored

ACCO m m Od atl O n S grate and picnic table. out of sight in a closed vehicle when not in
H use. Do not throw food scraps or packaging
Outside the Park

Advance reservations are required at in fire rings. Feeding wildlife is prohibited.

. looch ing th
There are no motels or rental cabins located Cataloochee Campground during the

within the national park other than Le Conte : entire camping season. Campsites at Cades Group camping sites are available at Big
Lodge (see information above). However, Cove, Elkmont, and Smokemont can be Creek, Cades Cove, Cataloochee, Cosby,
communities surrounding the national park ¢ reserved in advance for the period May 15 - Deep Creek, Elkmont, and Smokemont.
offer a wide choice of accommodations ¢ October 31, and for the entire camping Group sites must be reserved in advance.
including hotels, cabins, bed and breakfasts, . season at Cosby. Other campgrounds are Costs range from $26-865. Sites may be

and commercial campgrounds. For information

. first-come, first-served. For reservations visit ~ reserved one year in advance. Visit
about accommodations please contact the

following Departments of Tourism: http://www.recreation.gov or call (877) 444- http://www.recreation.gov or phone
: 6777. Sites may be reserved six months in (877) 444-6777 for reservations.
North Carolina ¢ advance.
Bryson City (800) 867-9246 :
Cherokee (800) 438-1601 :  Campground Number  Elevation Fee 2013 Open/Close Maximum
Fontana (800) 849-2258 : of Sites Dates RV Length
Graham County (800) 470-3790 :
Haywood County (877) 456-3073 . .
Maggie Valley (800) 624-4431 Abrams Creek 16 1,125 $14 May 10-Oct 31 12' RVs
. Balsam Mt. 46 5,310 $14 May 10-Oct 14 30" RVs
Tennessee : Big Creek 12 1,700 $14 March 29-Oct 31 Tents Only
Cosby/Newport (423) 623-7201 ' Cades Cove 159 1,807 $17-20 Open Year Round 35' RVs
Gatlinburg (800) 267-7088 :  Cataloochee* 27 2,610 $20 March 8-Oct 31 31'RVs
Pigeon Forge (800) 251-9100 © Cosby 157 2,459' $14 March 29-Oct 31 25' RVs
seviervile (800) 7384378 Deep Creek 92 1,800 $17 March 29-Oct 31 26' RV
Townsend (800) 525-6834 eep e ' aren 25-5¢ °
Elkmont 220 2,150 $17-23 March 8-Nov 30 32' RVs
Look Rock 68 2,600’ $14 May 10-Oct 31 No Limit
Smokemont 142 2,198 $17-20 Open Year Round 35' RVs

Pets

Dogs are allowed in campgrounds, picnic
areas, and along roads, but must be kept on a

leash at all times. The leash must not exceed 6
- Horse Camps

* Campsites in Cataloochee must be reserved in advance

Dogs are allowed on two short walking

paths—the Gatlinburg Trail and the ¢ Five drive-in horse camps provide ready the web site http://www.recreation.gov or
Oconaluftee River Trail. Pets are not allowed : access to backcountry horse trails in the phone (877) 444-6777 between 10 a.m. and
on any other park trails. : national park. Reservations are required. 10 p.m. Eastern Standard Time.
Eiiﬁf;?ﬁg;g::g:g gi:r;siztgyiio!igis Big Creek, Round Bottom, and Tow String There is a $20 fee per site, ($25 at Big Creek).
receptacle. Pets should not be left unattended  : horse camps are open March 29 - Oct 31, A maximum of four horses and six people are
in vehicles or RVs. : 2013. Anthony Creek and Cataloochee are allowed per site. Sites may be reserved one

¢ open through Nov 12. For reservations, visit year in advance.
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Weather and Climate Information

When planning a trip in the park, it is helpful
to keep in mind that elevations in the park
range from 800 feet to 6,643 feet and that the
topography can drastically affect local weath-
er. Temperatures can easily vary 10-20
degrees Fahrenheit from mountain base to
top, and clear skies lower down do not
guarantee equally pleasant weather at higher
elevations. Rainfall averages 55 inches per
year in the lowlands to 85 inches per year at
Clingmans Dome. Some prior planning and
weather-wise clothing will help ensure an
enjoyable visit during any time of the year.

March through May: Spring brings with it
unpredictable weather. Changes occur
rapidly—sunny skies can yield to snow
flurries in a few hours. March is the month
with the most radical changes; snow can fall
at any time during the month, particularly in
the higher elevations. Temperatures in the
lower elevations have a mean high of 61°F.
Low temperatures, which are often below
freezing, have a mean of 42°F. By mid-April
the weather is usually milder. Daytime
temperatures often reach the 70s and
occasionally the 80s. Below freezing
temperatures at night are uncommon in the

lower elevations but still occur higher up.
April averages over four inches of rain,
usually in the form of afternoon showers.
May is warmer, with daytime highs in the 70s
and 80s and lows in the 40s and 50s. May
rainfall averages about 4.5 inches.

June through August: Summer in the
Smokies means heat, haze, and humidity.
Afternoon showers and thunderstorms are
common. Temperatures increase through the
period with July and August afternoon highs
in the 90s in the lower elevations. Evening
lows are usually comfortable with readings in
the 60s and 70s. In the higher elevations, the
weather is much more pleasant. On Mount
Le Conte (6,593' elevation), temperatures
above 80°F are extremely rare.

To listen to the park's
current weather forecast,
dial (865) 436-1200
extension 630

September through mid-November: Clear
skies and cooler weather signal the onset of
the fall color season. Warm days alternate
with cool nights. Daytime highs are usually in
the 70s and 80s during September, falling to
the 50s and 60s in early November. The first
frosts often occur in late September. By
November, the lows are usually near freezing.
This is the driest period of the year with only
occasional rain showers. In the higher eleva-
tions, snow is a possibility by November.

Mid-November through February: Winter
in the Smokies is generally moderate, but
extremes in weather do occur, especially at
high elevation. It is not unusual to have warm
temperatures in the low elevations and snow
in the higher areas. About half the days in the
winter have high temperatures of 50 degrees
or more. Highs occasionally even reach the
70s. Most nights have lows at or below freez-
ing. But lows of -20°F. are possible at high
elevations. In the low elevations, snows of 1"
or more occur 1-5 times a year. Snow falls
more frequently in the higher mountains and
up to two feet can fall during a storm. January
and February are the months when one is
most likely to find snow in the mountains.

The following tables give monthly averages for weather in the park. Temperatures are in degrees
Fahrenheit, precipitation and snow are listed in inches, T=trace.

For Gatlinburg, TN

(Low elevation area)

For Clingmans Dome NC/TN.
Based on extrapolations. (High elevation area)

Monthly Monthly Number of Monthly Monthly Number of
Month High Low Precipitation Snowfall Days with Month High Low Precipitation Snowfall Days with
°F °F Total Precipitation  : °F °F Total Precipitation
Jan. 51 28 4.8 2.3 9 Jan. 35 19 7.0 18 12
Feb. 54 29 4.8 2.3 9 Feb. 35 18 8.2 20 12
Mar. 61 34 5.3 29 9 Mar. 39 24 8.2 26 12
Apr. 71 42 4.5 T 8 Apr. 49 34 6.5 5 10
May 79 50 4.5 0 9 May 57 43 6.0 T 10
Jun. 86 58 52 0 9 Jun. 63 49 6.9 0 11
Jul. 88 59 5.7 0 10 Jul. 65 53 83 0 13
Aug. 87 60 5.3 0 10 Aug. 64 52 6.8 0 12
Sep. 83 55 3.0 0 5 Sep. 60 47 5.1 T 8
Oct. 73 43 3.1 T 6 Oct. 53 38 5.4 2 8
Nov. 61 33 3.4 0.7 7 Nov. 42 28 6.4 5 9
Dec. 52 28 4.5 1.0 8 Dec. 37 21 7.3 8 10
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Things To Do in the National Park

Ranger-Guided
Walks & Talks

Evening campfire programs, guided hikes,
history demonstrations, and other ranger-led
programs are generally conducted from June
through October in the park. Additional pro-
grams may be offered at other times of the
year.

Evening slide programs are traditionally held
one or more nights per week at Elkmont,
Cades Cove, and Smokemont campgrounds.
Guided walks, ranging in length from 0.25
mile to 5.0 miles, are conducted throughout
the park. Specific program times and loca-
tions are listed in the summer and fall edi-
tions of the park’s free newspaper, the
Smokies Guide. The Smokies Guide is available
at visitor centers or by calling (865) 436-7318.
Publication dates are in early June and early
September.

Horses for Hire

Horseback riding is generally available from
mid-March into November. Rider weight
limits may apply. Rates average $30 per hour.
Please call the following concessions for
details.

Cades Cove (865) 448-9009
Sugarlands (865) 436-3535
Smokemont (828) 497-2373
Smoky Mountain (865) 436-5634

Hayrides

Hayrides and carriage rides are available
around Cades Cove Loop Road from spring
through fall. Some are ranger-guided. Cost
per person is $12-814. Call (865) 448-9009 for
information. Smokemont Stables offers
wagon rides for $10 per person. For informa-
tion, please call (828) 497-2373.

Bicycling

Bicycling is allowed on any park road that is
open to vehicle traffic. However, due to steep
terrain, narrow road surfaces, and heavy
automobile traffic, many park roads are not
well suited for safe and enjoyable bicycle rid-
ing.

The Cades Cove Loop Road is an exception.
The 11-mile-long loop road is the most
popular place in the park for bicycling. Other
areas suitable for bicyclists include
Greenbrier, Lakeview Drive, Tremont Road,
and Cataloochee.

Cades Cove Loop Road is closed to motor
vehicles for the benefit of bicyclists and walk-
ers from sunrise until 10:00 a.m. every
Wednesday and Saturday morning from

May 8 - September 25, 2013.

Bicycles may be rented from the Cades Cove
store located near Cades Cove Campground.
For information call (865) 448-9034. Serious
accidents occur every year along the loop
road, please heed warning signs. The State of
Tennessee requires that children age 16 and
under wear a helmet. We strongly recom-
mend that all riders wear helmets and ride
properly fitted and well-maintained bicycles.

Bicycles are prohibited on all trails except
the Gatlinburg Trail, Oconaluftee River Trail,
and lower Deep Creek Trail. Mountain biking
trails are open on national forest and recre-
ation lands outside Great Smoky Mountains
National Park. For a listing of other public
lands in the region, please see page 8.

Picnicking

Picnic areas are open year-round at Cades
Cove, Deep Creek, Greenbrier, and Metcalf
Bottoms. In addition, picnic area at Big
Creek, Chimneys, Collins Creek, Cosby,
Heintooga, and Look Rock are open spring
through fall. All picnic sites have a table and
fire grate.

Picnic pavilions are available at Collins Creek,
Cosby, Deep Creek, Greenbrier, Metcalf
Bottoms, and Twin Creeks. They can be
reserved for in advance on the internet at
http://www.recreation.gov or by calling

(877) 444-6777.

All pavilions except Twin Creeks cost $20 per
use. Twin Creeks' fee ranges from $35-75
depending on the usage.

Become A Junior Ranger

If you're between the ages of 5-12, you can
become a Junior Ranger! Pick up a Junior
Ranger booklet for $2.50 at any park visitor
center or at the Cades Cove or Elkmont
campground. Complete the activities in the
booklet then stop by a visitor center to talk to
a ranger and receive your Junior Ranger
badge.

Older than 12? Stop at a park visitor center
and pick up a brochure to participate in the
park’s Not So Junior Ranger program and
earn a patch. The program is open to anyone
from 13 to 113 years old!

Water recreation is not recommended in the park due to
numerous hazards and dangers. Drowning is one of the
leading causes of death in the park. In addition, numerous
serious injuries have resulted from people swimming and
riding inner tubes in park waters.
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Tips for Watching Wildlife

Birds, mammals, reptiles, and other forms of
wildlife can be found throughout the park.
However viewing wildlife in the Smokies can
be challenging because most of the park is
covered by dense forest. Open areas like
Cataloochee and Cades Cove offer some of
the best opportunities to see white-tailed
deer, black bear, raccoon, turkeys, wood-
chucks, and other animals.

In addition, the narrow, winding road of
Roaring Fork Motor Nature Trail encourages
motorists to travel at a leisurely pace and
sometimes yields sightings of bear and other
wildlife.

Because many animals are most active at
night, it is advantageous to look for wildlife
during morning and evening. It's also a good
idea to carry binoculars. (Spotlighting wildlife
is prohibited.) Don't forget to scan the trees—
many animals spend their days among the
branches.

During winter, wildlife is more visible
because deciduous trees have lost their
leaves. Sit quietly beside a trail or near the
edge of a field to see what wildlife will come
out of hiding.

Black bears are most visible in summer and
fall as they forage for food. They can be seen
high in the tops of wild cherry trees or
searching for acorns under oaks trees.

Bears retreat to their winter dens from mid-
November through March. However, they do
not truly hibernate and may leave the den for
short periods on warm winter days.

Elk are most readily spotted in the fields in
Cataloochee Valley. They are typically active
in the early morning and evening. During the
mating season in September and early
October, male elk make their legendary
bugling calls to challenge other bulls and
attract cows. Their calls may be heard a mile
or more away. Large bulls use their antlers to
intimidate and spar with other males.

Don’t be responsible for a bear’s death!
Never feed wildlife or bait animals for closer
observation or photography. Feeding park
wildlife usually guarantees the animal’s
demise.

While most visitors understand that feeding
wildlife is against the law, many people do not
realize that disturbing park wildlife is also a

violation of federal regulations and can
result in fines and arrest.

The laws protecting park wildlife are
contained in the Code of Federal Regulations.
Willfully approaching within 50 yards
(150 feet), or any distance that dis-
turbs or displaces bear or elk is pro-
hibited. In addition, feeding, touch-
ing, teasing, frightening, or intention-
ally disturbing any wildlife is prohibit-
ed. This includes bear, elk, deer, turkey,
squirrels, snakes, and all other park animals.

Do not approach wildlife. And do not
allow animals to approach you! As a rule of
thumb, if you approach an animal so closely
that it changes its behavior, you are too close.
Instead use binoculars, spotting scopes and
cameras with telephoto lenses to enjoy
wildlife.

Watch for any modification in an animal's
behavior that indicates that you have
approached too closely. Move away from the
animal until you reach a distance at which the
animal feels comfortable once again and
resumes whatever activity it was engaged in
before you approached.

Fishing in Great Smoky Mountains National Park

Great Smoky Mountains National Park has about
2,115 miles of streams within its boundaries, and
protects one of the last wild trout habitats in the
eastern United States. The park offers a wide
variety of angling experiences from remote,
headwater trout streams to large, coolwater
smallmouth bass streams. Most streams remain at
or near their carrying capacity of fish and offer a
great opportunity to catch these species through-
out the year.

A Tennessee or North Carolina fishing license is
required to fish in the park. Either state license is
valid throughout the park and no trout stamp is
required. Special permits are required for fishing in
the towns of Gatlinburg and Cherokee. Fishing
licenses and permits are not available in the park,
but may be purchased in nearby towns.

The park restricts fishing tackle to single-hooked
artificial lures and flies. The park prohibits use of
live and natural bait, including corn, minnows,
salmon eggs, worms, and cheese.

Fishing is permitted year-round in the park, from
30 minutes before official sunrise to 30 minutes
after official sunset. The park allows fishing in all
streams EXCEPT the following stream and its trib-
utaries upstream from the points described:

Closed Stream
Lynn Camp Prong in Tennessee upstream of its
confluence with Thunderhead Prong

This stream is closed to fishing to allow fish to
repopulate following restoration work. For the
exact location, consult the appropriate USGS

1:24,000 Quadrangle Map available at park visitor
centers. Detailed information, including a
complete list of regulations and a map of fishable
park waters, is also available at any visitor center
or ranger station.

Fishing pressure tends to be highest nearest the
roads. In addition, many other factors determine
an angler's success—the season, time of day, skill
level, type of lure, and weather conditions.

Wading in streams can drain body heat and lead
to hypothermia. Rising water levels due to sudden
mountain storms occur quite frequently, so moni-
tor water level. Water currents are swifter than
they appear and footing is treacherous on rocks.
Please visit the park’s website for additional
information about water safety.
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WalkS TO Water falls — All falls are indicated on map on pages 14-16.

Laurel Falls

The 80-foot high Laurel Falls is named for
mountain laurel, an evergreen shrub which
blooms along the trail in May. The paved trail
is 2.6 miles roundtrip and considered moder-
ate in difficulty.

Laurel Falls is one of the most popular desti-
nations in the park and parking at the trail-
head is limited. The area is especially busy in
summer and on weekends year-round.

Access trail: Laurel Falls Trail

Trailhead: From Sugarlands Visitor Center,
turn toward Cades Cove on Little River Road
and drive 3.9 miles to the trailhead. There are
parking areas on both sides of the road.

Hen Wallow Falls

The trip to Hen Wallow Falls is a pleasant
walk through hemlock and rhododendron
forest. A signed side trail leads to the base of
the falls by way of steep switchbacks. Hen
Wallow Falls is 90 feet high.

The hike to the falls is 4.4 miles roundtrip and
is rated moderate in difficulty. Continue on
the Gabes Mountain Trail beyond the falls to
view an impressive old-growth forest.

Access Trail: Gabes Mountain

Trailhead: Park in the designated hiker park-
ing area at Cosby Picnic Area (near the
entrance to Cosby Campground). Then back-
track on foot approximately 100 yards along
the road to the signed start of the Gabes
Mountain Trail.

Indian Creek Falls

An easy 1.6 mile roundtrip hike will allow you
to enjoy two beautiful waterfalls in the Deep
Creek area. Walk Deep Creek Trail 0.7 mile to
the junction with Indian Creek Trail. On your
way you can view elegant Tom Branch Falls
located on the far side of Deep Creek. Turn

right at the junction with Indian Creek Trail
and proceed approximately 200' to Indian
Creek Falls. The falls are 25 feet in height.

Access trail: Deep Creek/Indian Creek
Trailhead: Follow the signs through down-
town Bryson City to Deep Creek Camp-
ground. Continue past the campground to
the trailhead at the end of Deep Creek Road.

Do not climb on waterfalls!

Over the years, several fatalities and
innumerable injuries have resulted from
people climbing on rocks near waterfalls.
Rocks are slippery due to mist and algae.
Medical assistance for persons injured around
waterfalls may be many hours away. Closely
supervise children at all times.

Juney Whank Falls

Juney Whank Falls is divided into an upper
and lower section. Both can be viewed from
the footbridge which crosses Juney Whank
Branch at the falls. Together they drop 90 feet
from top to bottom. The trail to the waterfall
is 0.8 miles roundtrip and is considered mod-
erate in difficulty.

Access Trail: Juney Whank Falls Trail
Trailhead: Follow the signs through down-
town Bryson City to Deep Creek
Campground. Continue past the campground
to the trailhead at the end of Deep Creek
Road. Backtrack on foot 0.1 mile along the
road to the trail

Rainbow Falls

A rainbow produced by mist from this 80-
foot high waterfall is visible on sunny after-
noons. During extended winter cold spells,
the falls freeze into a hourglass shape.

Between trailhead and falls, the trail gains
about 1,500" in elevation. The 5.4 mile
roundtrip hike is rated moderate in difficulty.

Access Trail: Rainbow Falls Trail

Trailhead: From the parkway in Gatlinburg,
turn at traffic light #8 and follow Historic
Nature Trail into Great Smoky Mountains
National Park. Continue past the Noah “Bud”
Ogle homesite to the clearly signed Rainbow
Falls parking area.

Ramsey Cascades

Ramsey Cascades is the tallest waterfall in the
park and one of the most spectacular. Water
drops 100 feet over rock outcroppings and
collects in a small pool where numerous well-
camouflaged salamanders can be found.

The trail to the waterfall gains over 2,000' in
elevation and the 8-mile roundtrip hike is
considered strenuous in difficulty. It follows
rushing rivers and streams for much of its
length. The last 2 miles pass through old-
growth cove hardwood forest with large tulip-
trees, silverbells, and yellow birches.

Access Trail: Ramsey Cascades Trail
Trailhead: Drive six miles east of Gatlinburg
on Highway 321 and turn at the Greenbrier
entrance to the park. Follow the signs 4.7
miles to the trailhead.

Mingo Falls

Mingo Falls is on the Cherokee Indian
Reservation (Qualla Boundary), just outside
the national park. No special permits are
required for access to the reservation. At 120
feet tall, the waterfall is one of the tallest and
most spectacular in the southern mountains.
The hike to the waterfall is only 0.4 miles in
length, but is rated moderate in difficulty.

Access Trail: Pigeon Creek Trail

Trailhead: From Oconaluftee Visitor Center,
drive south (toward Cherokee) on US-441
and take the second left onto Big Cove Road.
At the first stop sign turn left and drive 4.5
miles to Mingo Falls Campground, where the
trail begins.
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FaVOI' ite D eStinatiOIlS — Map available on pages 14-16.

Cades Cove

Clingmans Dome

Highlights: historic buildings, wildlife viewing

Cades Cove is a lush valley surrounded by
mountains and one of the most popular desti-
nations in the park. Deer are often seen in the
fields and sightings of other wildlife, includ-
ing bear, are possible. A wide array of historic
buildings dating back to the late 19th and
early 20th centuries are scattered through out
the cove. These include a grist mill, a variety
of barns, three churches, and a marvelous
collection of log homes and outbuildings.

An 11-mile one-way loop road takes you
around the cove. Traffic will be heavy during
the tourist season. From sunrise until 10:00
a.m. every Saturday and Wednesday morning
from May 8-September 25, 2013, only bicycle
and foot traffic will be allowed on the road.

Mileage to Cades Cove:
from Cherokee—57
from Gatlinburg—27
from Townsend—9

Cataloochee

Highlights: historic buildings, wildlife viewing
including elk

Encircled by mountains, Cataloochee is a
secluded valley rich in cultural heritage.
Historic structures include a school, church,
barn, and homes. Elk and other wildlife can
often be seen in the valley’s fields.

The challenge is getting there. From most
places it requires a fairly long trip on narrow,
winding roads. At least three miles of the trip
is on gravel road. To get there, exit I-40 at
North Carolina exit #20. After 0.2 mile, turn
right onto Cove Creek Road and follow the
signs 11 miles into the Cataloochee Valley.

Mileage to Cataloochee:
from Gatlinburg—65
from Cherokee—39

Highlights: mountain views, high elevation
spruce-fir forest

At 6,643 feet, Clingmans Dome is the highest
peak in the Smokies and the third highest
mountain east of the Mississippi. On clear
days the observation tower on the summit of
the mountain offers spectacular 360° views of
the Smokies and beyond.

To get there, turn onto Clingmans Dome
Road, which starts 0.1 mile south of
Newfound Gap on Newfound Gap Road. The
road is 7 miles long and there are scenic pull-
outs and a self-guiding nature trail along the
way. The road is open March 29-Nov 30,
2013.

The road ends in a parking area from which a
0.5 mile trail leads to the summit. The trail is
paved but steep, and leads to an observation
tower. Besides the trail to the summit, several
other trails start in the area, including Forney
Ridge (to Andrews Bald), the Appalachian
Trail, and Clingmans Dome Bypass.

Mileage to Clingmans Dome:

from Cherokee—25
from Gatlinburg—23

Oconaluftee

Highlights: historic buildings, visitor center

Oconaluftee offers both a visitor center and
the Mountain Farm Museum—a collection of
historic log buildings gathered from through-
out the Smoky Mountains and preserved on a
single site. Buildings include a house, barn,
applehouse, springhouse, and smokehouse.

At the visitor center, rangers can answer your
questions and there is a bookstore with a
broad selection of guides, maps, and other
products.

The easy, 1.5 mile Oconaluftee River Trail
begins near the entrance to the museum. It is
stroller-accessible and follows the river to
Cherokee, N.C.

Mingus Mill, a historic, working grist mill, is
0.5 mile north of Oconaluftee. The mill is
open daily from mid-March through
November. Oconaluftee is 1.0 mile north of
Cherokee, NC on US-441.

Mileage to Oconaluftee:

from Cherokee—2
from Gatlinburg—30

Roaring Fork

Highlights: wildflowers, historic buildings,
waterfall walks

The Roaring Fork area is a favorite side trip
for many visitors. The motor nature trail
through Roaring Fork offers views of rushing
mountain streams, glimpses of old-growth
forest, and a number of well-preserved log
cabins, grist mills, and other historic build-
ings. An inexpensive, self-guiding tour book-
let is available at the beginning of the motor
nature trail.

To access Roaring Fork, turn in Gatlinburg,
TN at traffic light #8 and follow Historic
Nature Trail-Airport Road to the Cherokee
Orchard entrance to the national park. Just
beyond the Rainbow Falls trailhead you have
the option of taking the one-way Roaring
Fork Motor Nature Trail (open March 8-Nov
30, 2013). This narrow, paved road winds for
six miles through forests, beside waterfalls
and streams. Buses, trailers, and motor homes
are not permitted on the motor nature trail.

Mileage to Roaring Fork:
from Gatlinburg—1
from Cherokee—35
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Venomous
Snakes, Insects,
and Plants

Two species of venomous snakes live in the
Smokies, the northern copperhead and timber
rattlesnake. Although very few snake bites
occur here, visitors should be cautious where
they place their hands and feet, especially
around old buildings and stone fences. No
fatalities from snakebites have ever been
recorded in the park.

Yellowjacket wasps build nests in the ground
and are aggressive when disturbed. Stings
cause local swelling and can lead to severe
allergic reactions in a few sensitive individuals.
Such persons should carry epinephrine kits.

Due to lack of standing water, mosquitoes are
not a major nuisance in the Smokies. However,
biting midges and gnats are common during
spring and summer.

Poison ivy is the most common poisonous
plant here. Learning to identify its three leaflet
form can save you much discomfort.

Regulations

The laws enforced in Great Smoky Mountains
National Park are contained in two documents
which are available on the park’s website:

® Federal regulations covering all National
Park Service lands are contained in the
Code of Federal Regulations, Title 36,
Chapter 1

@ |n addition, regulations pertaining
specifically to Great Smoky Mountains
National Park are contained in the park's
Compendium of Regulations.

The following is a brief list of regulations:

® Picking, digging or damaging plants is pro-
hibited.

® Feeding wildlife and improper food storage
are illegal. Approaching and/or disturbing
wildlife is illegal.

® Pets are prohibited on most park trails. They
are allowed in campgrounds, picnic areas,
parking areas, and along roads if leashed.

Avoiding the Crowds

Great Smoky Mountains National Park is
America’s most visited national park. The
park receives approximately nine million
visits per year. However, even in the Smokies
it is possible to find solitude. Here are some
practical tips for avoiding the crowds.

Visit during the "off season"

There are two peak seasons in the Smokies,
mid-summer (June 15-August 15) and the
entire month of October. Visitation is heaviest
in the months of July and October. Weekends
in October are especially crowded, and traffic
delays should be expected.

Tour early in 