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Preface

This repoft sﬁmﬁarizes briefly the historical use of
the‘gragsy balds in the Great Smoky Mountaiﬁs by settlers
before the establishmént of Gfeat Smoky Mountains Natiohal
park (to be referred to as GSMNP or Park) and describes
their historical appearance. The main,sourcé of information
is interviews with‘foﬁrteen people who knew the balds before
the estabiishment'of,the Park or immediately afterwards, but
T also referred to published papers and books, unpublished
material in the GSMNP library, old photographs, and theses.
The interviews are included as an appendix, and an index has -
been prepared to make accessible interesting material not
relevant to the subject of grassy balds. The tape re-
cordings themselves are in the GSMNP library.

I would like to thank the many people wholhelped pre-
pare this report. The people who were interviewed gave their
time generously and patiently bore breakdowns of the tape
recorder. Dr. Susan Bratton of the Uplands Field Research
Laboratory conducted some of the interviews ahd gave encoﬁr—
agement throughout. - Tina Dombrowski; Will Morgan, Leonard
Terry, Warren Banner, Tim Hyatt, Jenny Adams, Andrea.
Behfmaﬁ,and Michael Stein helped with the tedious job of
transeribing the tape recordings and typing rough drafts
of the tramscripts. The National Park Service Southeast Region

provided 1iving and office quarters at the'UplandsLéboratory'
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and supported the work through contract CX500050207. Dr.

Peter Marks provided he;pful comments on the manuscript.
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Fig. 1. Tom Sparks, the herder at Spence Field, in front
of his cabin (from a photograph loaned by Asa
Sparks).




The Origin of the Gfasgy'Balds

Grassy balds are treeless, gfassy meadows fhatépccur be-
16w timberline and mostly on ridgetops in the soutﬁgrn Appa~:
lachiéﬁ Mountains. No one knows for certain how they came to
be. Even their age is not known. Many people thought that;

they were. very old because they were mentioned in'Cherokee

legends (Mooney 1898). However, Gersmehl (1970) argued

that the'Cherokee;story tellers probably incorporated details

of the local landscape into their stories to make them seem

.more real rather than inventing the stories to explain the

ofigin of'thése features and that their traditions were Shért-
lived., Therefore, gréssy.balds could have been incorpofated
into Cherokee 1egendé‘by the time people started collecting
them even if white men had created the balds. Wells (1937,
i946, 1956) maintained that the Cherokees cleared the balds

as hunting areas and lookout posts, but his theory is not
takeﬁ seribusly now. It seems unlikely that the Indians
would have cleared areas so far from where they iived for
game-lures before white men came, for there was ample game

for their needs-in the valleys; and the grassy balds are

much larger clearings than would be needed for lookouts.

Some naturalists have proposed various natural origins
for the balds. Some objectioh to any of these theories can
be raised. Gates's (1941) theory that oak gall wasps
cleared trees from the balds cannot explain baids not sur-

rounded by oak forest. Natural fires probably did not
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Fig. 2.

Map of Great Smoky Mountains National Park showing
the places mentioned in the text and in the iner-
views. '
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deforest large. areas because large lightning fires which
burn more than two acres are very rare (Barden, 1974).
Desiccating winds or hersh conditions are not‘preventing es—
tablishment of trees now, so it is unlikely that they killed
off theldriginal forest., It is possible‘that naturai fac-
tors caused small openiﬁgs which were later enlarged by the

settlers. | ,

The interviews (see Preface) suggest that at least some

of the balds in the Smokies were c¢leared by white settlers
as grazing ranges. Several published sources as well as
some of the people interviewed mention that Russell Field
was cleared. The date is supposed to have been in the 1870's
or 1880's. .Rﬁssell Gregery or some person surnamed Russell
is suggested as having beeﬁ responsible for clearing it.
Phetographs taken in'1931 show large stumps on much of the
_field,_and at the west end it is abruptly bounded by a tall
‘hedge oflsome of the largest rhogodendrons i‘have ever seen,'
further suggesting artificial cleafing. Mueh of the field
was fenced, and hay wés‘grown and mowed so that stock would
be kept in a barn there through the winter,

Many people mentioned the clearing ofeSpence‘Field, and
only two (James Shelton and John Waters) denied that it had
been cleared in the last one or two hundred years. Asa
Sparks said.that his grandfather Sparks had owned it and had
it eleared. He mentioned no date, but if one assumes that

he and his father were born when their fathers were about




" as "Bald Spot" on an 1833 map. Gilbert (1954) quoted

25'years old and that Granddaddx Sparks was between 25land

40 years old when he had the field cleared, it must have been
done in the 1870’8 or 1880's. ‘Cérlos Campbell mentioned that
Dan Myers said in 1935 that it had been beech forest when he
was a bby of 16, in 1870. Another veteran herder ﬁentioned,
that it was forest in 1880 (Campbeli,:18h0). Several other
pe0p1e mentioned that it had been‘cleared‘and planted in grass
without mentioning any date. The tradition that it was
cleared seems too strong-to allow much doubt that Spence Field
is less than 150 years old. |

_ Lesé support exists for fhe idea that some oflthe other
balds of the. Smokies might have been cleared. - Seymour Calhoun
mentioned an 0ld Man Siler who came out of Macon County be-
fofe the Civil War and cleared a large area of the mountain
‘top for a horse ranch, and Lawrence Crisp mentioned an 0ld
Man Andrews who cleared Andrews Bald. Gregory has been clear

a long time. Gersmehl (1970) mentions that it was indicated

Mrs, John Oliver, an old former resident of Cades Cove as
saying thét she "had it from folks long dead" that Gregory
had always been a blueberry meadow. Paul Adams mentioned

that Nate Burchfield said that he and his father had cleared

some of the forest around Gregory Bald and Parson Bald, and
Kermit Caughron mentioned someone's cutting a lookout on
Gregory towards Cades Cove. - The relative lack of information

on these other balds might mean that they weren't cleared by




white settlers, but it could merely indioafe_that they were

" cleared in the late eighteenth century, very soon after the

area was first settled by white men.

in using the balds as stock ranges, people gradually
énlarged-them. ‘The herders and the hunters who came up in
the winter cut many‘of the smaller trees for firewood. More
trees were cut near the balds to make pens to hold live-
sfock when they were rounded up and sorted innthe'fall.  The
trampling‘and browsing of the stock prevented trees f.‘J:'omreF~
ﬁrodgcing themselves, and the forest around the balds had
very widely spaced trees with no undergfowth except grass.

_ If-grazing had continued until the youngest of the trees ori-
ginally.ﬁresént around the balds died, the whole state line
fidge west of Newfound Gap would probably‘have become bald.

Both written sources (e.g. Lambert, 1957; Gersmehl,
1970) "and the people intérviewed‘give reasons why the settlers
would have found it worthwhile to clear large areas for
grazing. By the middle of the nineteenth century, the popu-
lation bf the southern Appalachians had become large enough

" that level lend was too valuable to be used for pasture.
Removingrlivestock from the low farms during the summer al-
lowed cormn, hay,'or other crops to be grown on land that
otherwisé would have been needed for pasture. Cattle that
were up in the mountains did not have to be fenced out of-
crops. The cooler climate and lack of insects were thought

to make the stock healthier. The grass was thought to be




better than that growing at lower elevations. .Milk‘siokness,
which could kill stock and people who drank their milk, was
thought to be,less common at‘higher a1titudes‘

Development and Malntenance of the Gra531ness of the Balds

When an openlng is made in the hlgh elevatlon hardwood.
or{spruoe—flr forest, it is usually filled in with fire

cherry (Prunus pensylvanica), briars (Rubus sp.), and coarse

weeds. ' These succe831onal speoles would eventually glve way

“to a mature forest (Ramseur, 1960) The mountaln oat grass

(Danthonla compressa) that is typloal ‘of grassy. balds occurs

on burned over and 1ogged areas only in small patches rlght
next to a trail. For some reason the normal course of
SUCCeSSioﬁ has not occurred on the grassy balds.

Since many balds lie in the elevation Qhere hardWood
forest and sprQCe-fir intergrade, ﬁiliings and Mark (1957) and
Mark (1958), suggested that the balds failed to become for-
ested because neither forest type could invade on opening
successfully in this ecotonal zoneﬁhls theory does not ex~-
plain~why the balds became grassy rather than shrubby.
Furthermore, in the absence of competition, tree species of
either forest-type could grow beyond the zone in which they
usually'occur; The present invasion of the balds by poten—
tial forest dominant species would seem to refute this theory.

The effect of grazing and browsing animals in keeping |
back woody plants and weeds is well know. The rap.id in-

vasion of abandoned lowland pastures by Junipers and weeds
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like goldenrod (Solidago spp.) is a familiar sight. Live~
stbck were grazed in the Smokies in sufficient numbers not
only to keep woody plants and weeds from invading cleared
4areas but also to remove gradually all shrubs and seedllngs
from the understory of the surrounding forests. Most of the
: high ridgeé in the western half of what is now GSMNP were
coveféd'by a fofeSt fhat‘many people described as resembling
a forested city_park nr a tropicallsavannah. (See Fig. 3, p. 11
' Burning does. nof seem fo‘have been a méaor factor in
malntalnlng the balds, although the surroundlng forest may have
‘been affected, Some herders are supposed to have‘belleved in.
fire as a means of improving the range and to have burned in
the épring'to get rid of the nld grass stems and éncoufagé 
new growth, but most of them evidently did not burm their
-ranges. The grass on the balds was kept so short by the
gra21ng animals that there was not enough fuel to malntaln a
fire hot enough to kill shrubs and seedlings.- The surrounding
forests were sometimes burnednlighfly in the £a1l to remove
the leaf litter so that.éhestnuts could be gathered more
easily. The fires that burned through logging slash in‘1925
cleared many acres, but none of these burned over areas has

grown into anything resembling a grassy bald.

How the Settlers Grazed Their Cattle

The western half of what is now the Park was divided

into several herding ranges. Some of these areas were

10
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leased from the lumber companies, and others were evidently
\owned by‘the herders or their families. Each herder would
look after two to five hundred head of cattle, a few hundred
‘sheep, and a-few horses,;gdéts, and mules.‘ Hogs were turned
loose lower down, but a few evidehtly found their way onto
.the top of the ridge; a 1908 photograph shows.sbme‘On
Thunderhead. In the‘éarly twentieth century the ranges, each
under a single herder 6r group of herders were Gregory Bald
and Pafsoﬂ Bald-and the main ridge over to Ekaneetlee Gap,
Ekaneetlee Gap to‘somewheré east of RusselliField‘(which was
owned by the Lawson family),.Russell Field; Little Bald to
the Hali cabin (located near Derrick Knob), and Hall Cabin
to Clingman's*Dome. The boundaries were not firmly fixed
and may have changed as hefders quit or got‘helpers.

In addition to the rénges to which families brough£
their herds from as far as sixty miles away to leave with
the herder, there wefe places off the main ridge where indi-
vidual families ran their own herds. The Myers family
raised large herds -for the markef on Defeat Ridge. Places
such as Hyatt Bald and Newton Bald are probably places where
these famiiies ran their stock. Hemphill Bald and other
clear areas along the Cataloochee’Divide were probébly used
by families in that area, Cattle were probably also herded
on Mount Steriing. -

‘Most families had a herd of ten to tWenty cattle and

maybe fifteen to twenty sheep for their own use. Families

12
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whé'féised'stock for market would run larger‘herdé, ﬁp‘to'
100. At 1eést one lumber company, the Nofwodd Lumbér‘Com—
pany, kept‘alherd to proﬁide meat-fof its wofkers. Horses
and mules were‘brbught up after they'were nollonger needed
for ploughing or othef work, after the crops had‘béen iaid-by.
Stock would be taken up the mountain between the;fifst of

April and the first of May, depending on the weather..

In an exceptiohal year, a late snow”might.killlstock in May.

' If the cattle were still hot from being driven up the moun-

tain, they would die very quickly when caught in the snow.
If they went off the grassy ridge top to escape the cold,
they-might still die, because they would eat poisonous plants

such as laurel (Kalmia latifolia) or rhododendron when they

could not find grass. Bone Valley Creek, a branch of Hazel
Creek, is named for the bones of the cattie'that died there

in the spring of 1902. The appearance of "lamb's tongue"

- (Erythronium amerlcanum) was one sign that the range was

ready for stock. -ThlS plant was,a-favored food of cattle.
Aftér‘WOrd.sdmehow got‘out.that the herder was ready
to receiﬁe éfock on his range on a'certain day, the dri&e
to the mbuntains wduld begin. For cattle going to Spence
Field, the drive started in Sevierville and Maryv1lle.

Alerted by'the lowing of cows and the clank of their bells,

- each family along the way would add its herd to the drove.

Men, usually on horseback went along with the‘herd,-and dogs

13




helped keep the herd in line; Some people put wire muzzles
on their cétfle to keep them from eating laurel. The fami-
lies coming from farther away would have to stop overnight
in a field. The herd would finally get on the Bote Mountain
- Road and onto Spence Field. The herds on Gregory and Parson
probably came mosfiy from Cadeé Cove and those on the raﬁge"
:eastlbf the Hall Cabin from North Carolina.

When the herds reached the top the owners paid the
herder for looking after the cattle. The herdérs charged one
or two doilars a head for looking éfter cattlé, somewhat less
for sheep, and a little more for horses and mules. .Their
responsibilities wére to put out salt and rouhd:up animals
that strayed too far off during a storm. Théy'would aléo'get
together a group of hunters to kill any~bearé that became a
nuisénce. | | _

The éheep ﬁended to stay together on the top of the
bald, out in the open grasé. They were therefdre easy to
care fo;lbﬁf they could be killed in large numbers by bears
or lightning. Cattle teﬁded to wander off in the woods, and
stayed within a reasonable distanée of the bald only because
that was whéré salt was put out for them. At least one cow
in each family's herd would have a bell on it sb that fhe
herd could be found more easily if it strayed. |
| : Mid—September was the time for tékihg the-stock off the

mountains. The owners would come up, pick their animals out

of the herd, and take them down. The rounding up and sorting

14




took three or four days. Thls gatherlng in was ev1dently

almost as much fun as it was work. Even peOple who had no

‘cattle on the range would come up to help and. join in the
evenlng meal of a donated steer roasted by a de51gnated cook

‘and the drlnklng of moonshine in the evenlngs The owners

of the stock would often take bushels of chestnuts down to
their families.

The cattle were herded 1nto pens that enclosed from one
to four aores. These pens were called "gant 1ots" because

deing:the‘tWO,or three days they might be confined in it,

| the cattle beoame gaunt. This gaunting was partially inten-

tional. The settlers believed that eatlng Jush grass all’
ummer made the cattle somewhat bloated and that they would
do better on the way down if- they were underfed for a few
days before. .

The gant lots were built at one end. of the range. They
would‘be suhrounded‘by a brush fence made of untrimmed trees
piled together,'or by‘a'rail fence. ' The gant lot on Russell
Field was supposedly made of barbed wire. The lot. would have
a lelSlOﬂ runnlng almost all the way across through the
middle. Where one end of this partition JOlHEd the out51de‘
fence, there would be a gateway of removable rails to the
other side of the partition and another to the out51de of

the lot. The cattle-would be driven around the lot and past

~the gate. If an owner claimed them, they were let out of

the lot. Otherwise they were driven back through the other

15
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gate to the other side of the lot (Kara Gfegory in Brewer
1976) . |

The anlmals were marked with various cuts in their ears,
‘tattomson the ear, or, in the case of the Myers family, with
‘rings in their ears. Branding with hot irons was not used
because ‘the brands tended to become inflamed. These markings
enabled the owners to pick out their own cows and aided in‘
‘settling disputes. | |

The herds were not taken down in September because of

any shortage of forage. ‘There was adequate grass to feed the

cattle fhrough‘bctober. ‘The Caughrons of Cades Cove drove
their herd up for another month to savé hay. One reason for
"taklng the cattle down early was fear that they would. develop
milk sickness. This dlsease would kill stock and anyone who
drank the milk of an affected animal. The settlers didn't.

Know the cause, although some suspected that it was due to

cattle's licking up a salty poisonous mineral or eatingrgraSS‘:

on places that had been struck by lightning. It was supposed

to be most prevalent in certain dark, low, moist cbves, and
some of these areas were fenced to keep out cattle. Ac-

c@rding to Kingsbury (1964) milk sickness is caused by

 Eupatorium rugosum, white snakeroot, which seems to be as
common around;the balds as it is anywhere else, However; if'
is more resistant to frost kill'than the grasses, and if the
cattle were left up too long, they might be more likely to
‘eat it because it would be the only green thing left.

16




- When milk 51ckness did occur, it was late in the season.

Eupatorlum may have been much 1ess commorn at high altltudes

dthan it is now. Old photographs show no hupatorlum in. habl—

tats where itrlS now abundant.
Cattle would also get sick from eating laurel (Kalmia)

and rhododendron. The usual treatment ‘was to feed the an1ma1‘

- a piece of fat meat and wait for 1t to vomlt but this treat-

ment would fail if it was applied too late.

nghtnlng would occasionally clalm several sheep at one
time. Cattle would get off the top durlng a storm, but sheep
_would~huddle_together in the open and get struck. About all
the owners could do would be to go up and salvaée-Some wool
by pulling it off the dead sheep. Bears would occasionally

get even full grown cattle by cornerlng them and were evi-

dently a serious threat to sheep. Probably only their low

numbers and fear of man-kept then from causing so much trouble
as to make herding in the mountains uneconomical. Before the
twentleth century cougars (known locally as panthers or
"painters") would occasionally kill a few animals, but the
one herder Tom Sparks stabbed after it jumped onto his back

in about 1902 was probably the last one seen.

The Herder's Llfe

The ohronology and geography of who herded where and
when. are not very clear. Tom Sparks ev1dent1y had charge of

the SpencerField range which extended from Little Bald to the

17
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Fonze Cable, was herding at Russell Field in 1931 and may have l j

Hall Cabin, from the late 1890's to 1926. His son—inmlaw,

taken over the Spence Field range after Tom Sparks was shot
(Ev:Ldently, Sparks had a somewhat SJ_mple-mlnded boy helplng l
him make wh;skey whom he was teasing. Jokingly encouraged
by an onlooker,‘this boy picked up a gun and shot Spérks.L
Long-haired, long~bearded Nate Burchfield had the Gregory
range in the 1920's. The range from the Hali Cabin to Cling-
man's Dome was leased from a lumber coﬁpany by‘Granvi11e
Calhoun until about 1910. In the last years before the Pafk
was estaﬁllshed various pebple from Cades Cove'such'as Kermit
_ Caughrdn or the Oliver family ran herdslnear Gregory Bald.
The herders herded only in the summer. The rest of the year
they had other_dccupations, including hunting, moonshining,

or working for the logging companies.

 The herder's daily routine would include putting out

salt and checking'to see if animals of a particular herd were

missing. (This last Jjob was possible beoause an lnd1V1dual
owner's herd would tend to stay together). Besides belng
necessary for the well-being of the animals, salt kept the
cattle from wéndering too far off the mountain. Loose salt

was placed on flat rocks or in hollows cut in a fallen tree.

If cows were gra21ng or moving around,thelr bells would

enable the herder,to tell that they were nearby, and he would

call them to the salt by yelling something like, "Hoooooo-cow!"

1

or‘"Sue—cbooooow!" If they came up, he could check on the




condition of that'particular herd. If cattle scattered

during a storm or were stampeded by a bear, the herder would

have to look for them, even if they had gone five miles down

the mountain. He would notify people at the bottom of the .
mountain when a bear caused trouble by killing stock, and a
huntlng party would come up to get it.

: The herder hunted to supplement his dlet of -.corn meal,

beans, and fat pork with squirrels and turkeys--he seldom

went out fof.the day without his rifle., Some herders'fenoed

small plots near their cabins to grow. cabbage and potatoes,
which grew well despite the cool climate. They usually went
down to their homes every week to pick up more supplies.'

Herders stayed in small one- or two-room wooden cabins

‘near the top of the mountain and a good sprlng. - The cabln

_had a fireplace and chimney madé of rocks daubed with mud

usually a puncheon floor, a built—inrbed and table, and a
few chairs. The‘cabins seldom lasted many-Years because
hunters usiﬁg them in the late fall and winter would build
larger fires than the fireplaces could take and burn down
the cabin. | |

Hikers and other people coming up the mountaih could
usually count on the herder's hospitality. The béds were
built to hold up to ten people. Some of fhe herderé‘evi— .
dently became somewhat upset wnen people took too much of

their food, but they enjoyed company.

19




‘MoonShining was another activity that several herders
" engaged iﬁ. The stills were locatéd down the mountain on a
branch with good water,_ Tom Sparké at Spence Field, Fonze
Cable at Russell Fieid, and Nate Burchfield near Gregorylwere
among those who made whiskey.
Families that cared for their own herds did not have a
family member living on the mountain. Instead, they used to

send someone up once a week or so to put out some salt.

Historical Appearance of the Balds

Evenwfﬁrty years after the ceésation of grazing, the
. grassy balds present a striking contrast to the forests sur-
roundihg them. Long grass covers much of theif area, and
only a few small trees block the ﬁiew. Ohly someone who knew
their appearance before the Park was established could be
aware how rapidly succession to a forest community has pfo-'
ceeded on most of them, | -

Photographs taken before the Park was established show

that trees and shrubs were almost completely absent from the

centef of the balds, and the very few shrubs present were'
héavily browsed by sheep and cattle. The edges of the balds
wére a lot farther‘frOm the center. The northeast edge of.
Gregory Bald waé so much farther downhill that Cades Cove
could be seen clearly over the tops of the trees. This view
is noW“completely blocked by the trees that have grown up

since.

20




The open parts of the balds were covered almost en-: |

'tirely withrgrass; Tall weeds such as goldenrods, Angelica,

Jand asters and 1ow creeping weeds 11ke 01nquef011 (Poten-

tllla Sp. ). and sheep sorrel (Rumex acetosella) were very un~

. common. The blueberries (Vacc1n1um SPD. ) that are now so

common on most of the balds were present only . around “the edges.

A few serviceberry (Amelanchier 1aev1s) trees grew around. the

edges of some of the balds, but they were far less abundant

than they are today. Hawthorns (Crataegus Sp.) were present

on Andrews Bald but absent from Gregory Bald where they are

now the most aggressive. 1nvaders of the grassy area. | |
Around the balds (except poss1b1y for Andrews) the forest

consisted of a few large, widely spaced old trees, usually

oak (Quercus sp.), beech (FaQus grandlfolla) or yellow birch

(Betula lutea).' Chestnut was also very 1mportant in the high-

elevation forests before‘the'blight killed it all. Years of

trampling and browsing by stock kept the understory clear.

oince treesrthat died were not replaced, the forest became
more and more open and the balds larger. The woods all along
the ‘main rldge and the tops of the side ridges had this park—
like aspect except, perhaps, where the understory was laurel
or rhododendron. Places such as Newton Bald whlch now do not
seem to deserve the name "Bald" at all were probably also
coveredlby this sort of forest.

The w1de spaces between the old trees have now been h

fllled in with small pole trees about 10 to 20 cm (4 to 8
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inches) in'diameter. -Shrubs and treé seedlings are abundant.
The under‘canopy is too dense to allow grass to grow, and
typical forest herbs now carpet the ground..

| One.of the outstanding attractions of the Smokies is 
the display'of azaleas on Gregory Bald. Before the Park was
esfabiished, Harlan Kelsey, a.horticulturist who was on the
committee to choose possible sites for a National Park in thé
eaét, thought that the flame azalea disblay on and around
Gregory‘Bald was the best in the country. vaen in 1899 thé
azalea display was impréssive (Bakin, 1949). While Gregory
was still being grazed, the azaleas wefe-cbnfined tb a rim
arouﬁd the edge, mostly on the southwest side. They have
since spréad éuf onto the open part of the bald. Stock prob—
ably did not eat azaleas since they are distasteful and
poisonous (Kingsbury, 1964), but their trampling would prob-
ably have prevented the establishment of new plants except
very clbseqto-a'parent plant. The azaleas évideﬁtly reached
the peak of the showiness in the 1950's., Even though‘their
numbers may have increased Since then, the filling in of‘the
edges ofAthe bald with saplings and shrubs has almbst hidden
them from view.

The balds responded rapidly to the cessation of grazing.

The graés, Which had been kept clipped down to a few iﬁches,
grew knee high the first year after grazing was stopped. 1In
1936, five years after grazing on Andrews Bald was stopped,

the Chief Raﬁger,of GSMNP noticed invasion by blueberries
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aﬁd.predicted that the bald would eventuaiij revert'to forest
'(Eakln, 1936). Andrew is belng 1nvaded more slowly by trees
and shrubs -than any other bald so shrubs may have appeared
even sooner'on other balds. In a letter written in 1938
George Stephens complained that Silers Bald and Thunderhead
where. grazing was stopped before 1918 and in 1933 respectively
(although Granville Calhoun may have stopped herdlng other
people'ts cattle before 1918, it is quite likely that cattle
beldnging-to’other people in NOrth‘Carelina who just let

their herds out 10Wef down mightlhave‘found their'way up

- there) were matted with wild strawberry (Potentilla?), weeds

end priars, and that beech and other small trees were filling
in. The'grass cover under the Open_forest was evideutly per-
sisting at that time. ‘Changes in the vegetation of the
balds were noticeable only five'years‘after‘graZing was
stopped. | ‘

Inv351on of the grassy balds by trees 1s contlnulng
Less than half of the‘original area of Gregory Bald is still
grasSy——blueberries‘have'grown over most of its area, and the
blueberry patches seen to pfevide shelter from severe condi-
'tlons, for many trees seem to start in blueberry patches
Balds that are surrounded by beech forests, such as Thunder-
head or Sllers, are rapidly belng taken over by beech sprouts
Wthh grow s0 densely that one can hardly walk between them, |
If no action is taken to set back and hold back their invasion

by woody plants, the balds will almost certainly be no more

than a memory by the end of this century.
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APPENDIX
TRANSCRIPTS OF INTERVIEWS

Except for the dmission of such things as remarks.
about the functioning of the fape récorder,'response,
to outside ndises,and'so forth, these are exéct tran-
scripté of the conversations unless-there is a note to
the confrary. No attempt has been made to :eproduée

pronunciation exactly.
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Roy Myers, lifetime resident of Tuckaleechee Cove, former
10gger and farmer, 84 years old, Mrs. Myers, 81 years
old. Interviewed by Susan Bratton, GSMNP biologist
at their home in Townsend, May 15, 1975

RM: My. name is Roy Myers. Born August the sixth, eighteen
and elghty—nlne. ‘ , ' ) ‘

SB: Okay, Boney, want to.talk about your father's cattle for
awhlle°

RM: Talk éBOut Dad's cattle?

- SB: Yeah, talk about your father's cattle.‘ How many did he

have all together°

RM: Oh, I don't know. He'd take 75. I think the most we ever
had out there was about ninety somethlng - I don't know. :

SB:{ Are those cows with calves, mllk cows; beef cows°

RM: There wasn't many cows along. There's yearlings.and

two-year-olds and calves. that was weaned. ZEight or nine

months old, he'd buy 'em up, you. know, in the fall and winter.
(pause) ' |

SB: You carried salt up on the mountalns for those cattle,
did you?

RM: Oh, I rode a mule, got up there, yeah.

SB: How old were you when you started doing that°'
RM: Oh, I‘don t know, 'bout fourteen.

SB: Where did you take the salt?

RM: ‘Up to where the cattle was.

SB: Was that up on Defeat Ridge?

RM: Yeah

SB: How high up did you take that saltO- Just to the Blowdown?

RM: Naw. Took it to the Devil's Nest, Eve's Garden, Chestnut

Flats, Blowdown, Coffeepot Hollow, Elder Hollow. There's
where your cattle run. -




Myers 2

SB: Dld they run all the way to the top of the ."i.":Ldge'>

RM: " Oh yeah. They'd go up to the t0p of the ridge. Hot
weather, they'd eat out on the top when it got hot.

SB: And they were Just running in the woods. Did you ever
clear any openings for 'em, or did they Just find whatever
they could to eat? ' :

RM: Oh, they just went around the hillsides themselves and
off in them hollers. Move 'em from one holler to the other.
I'd move 'em, sort 'em and bring some I was going to bring in.
Along in August, the blg ones g01ng to sell, pasture them two
or three weeks. : : . :

SB: Okay. When did they take all the oattle up to Spence
Field?

RM: Oh, I'd say the first of May.
SB: Did sheep and- horses go up all at the same time?

RM: Oh yeah They'd take 'em all up, maybe a week or ten days
going up there, but they'd go up, all up. That was when they
opened, the flrst of May. The herder took charge of 'em.:

FM: T thought they took them earlier.

RM: Well, they used to, but. . . .. They took them the first
of April, but I told you the weather got changed, they had to
froze to death, nothing for 'em to eat up there.

SB: So they Just waited because of the weather?

RM: Yeah, They used to plant corn all the time in this country
in the flrst of March, Now they dont't plant it til1l way up in
April, I mean the last of March.

' SB: Okay. When did they take the cattle down? The first. of
September9 '

RM: That's when they brought them off here, off of the
Spence Place,

- SB: Did they”bring all the cattle down.from the ridge at the
same time? Did they bring them down from Gregory Ridge at the
Same time? : - ' .

.RM: Yeah. It was roundup time. -

SB: Ahd were they all taken to Knoxville then to be s01d?

! H
1
3
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SB: Where did you sell them when you sold them?

SB: And then you'd spend a day coming back?

Myers 3

RM: No, the farmers took 'em home with 'em, Half of 'em they
wanted to keep home, maybe they wanted to feed .'em, put 'em on
feed, and sell 'em about the first of the year, the big ones

RM: Oh, sold tem in Knoxville. Lot of 'em took 'em, shlpped
tem to Baltlmore, had enough of 'em to get a carload of 'em.

SB: So they drove the cattle from here to Knoxville?
RMﬁ Oh yes.‘ - |
SB: Did you ever go on any of those drives?

RM:. Ch, I took 'em up, my daddy's cattle over there lots of
times..

SB: How long did it take you to. 80 from here to Knoxv1lle
with the cows?

RM:‘ Oh, you leave, a day, you drive in a day

RM: Yeah. ' If you didn't get drunk.

SB: Were the cattle auctioned or dld you sell them to a buyer?

RM: Oh sell 'em to a. plnhooker, auction 'em, sell ‘them;

“either one you want, give 'em away o . .

SB: Okay. Who took their cows to Spence?

RM:. Oh, Lord, I don't know. They come out of Sev1er County,
Knox County, Blount County, all these here counties.

SB: So how many dlfferent families, do you think?

. RM: Oh, I wouldn't know.

SB: A hundred, two hundrgd?'

RM: Oh, I wouldn't think that many, no.
SB: Thirty, forty families, maybe?

RM: Maybe flfty

SB: Go. through the part again about how they told the cattle
apart, How did the famllles recognlze whose cattle were whose?
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RM: Well, the ears were marked different ways: swallow forks,
underbits, splits, ear splits . . ,

SB: How did your_father mark his?

RM: With a hog ring in each ear.

SB: Brass hog ring.

RM: Yeah.
SB: He waéd the only one in the whole mountains who did that? l
RM: The only cne I ever seen. '

' SB: - Wasn't that more expensive than clipping their ears? Did I
they ever lose those rings? |

RM: Why, Lord no. A steer with his ears cut all to pieces, l 7
-he didn't look good. They wouldn't buy one for a feeder.

SB: So you could just pull those rings out again before you l
took them to market. : o '

RM: Oh, Jjust leave the rings in there. Wherever they went, I
whenever they butchered. . . . They didn't even flinch hardly
when you snapped that hog ring in their ears, '

SB: Did any of the cows have bells on them? o ) l
RM: Oh, Lord, my daddy belled every one of his'n.

SB: ‘All the cows were belled. l
RM: He put a bell on every one of 'em. - o E 3 I;

SB: Were all the cows at Spence Field belled?
RM: Oh no, no. | e - ' l

SB: Did some of‘ the cows at Spence 'F.ield havé bells? !

RM: | Oh, Lord, yes. Oh, I'd say over hali" of 'em was belled, '

SB:  What aboﬁt thé sheep? | _ l‘
RM: Oh, there'd .be one or two out of a bunch belled.

SB:  So what they'd do, each herd of sheep, they'd put maybe l{
one bell on one sheep? o o
¥
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Myers 5
RM: Oh, no. They'd just . . . A man took twenty-five or

thirty, he'd just put one bell on his'n; then they was marked
too, Just like the cattle. ‘ ‘

SB: How many sheep, cattle, and horses were there in, say,
the Spence Field area, between Little Bald and going up over
Thunderhead, maybe not all the way down to Derrlck9

RM: They run from the Russell Place down here, up below the‘
Russell Field to the Derrick, and the bald in to the Tennessee
River, a man had that from Gregory Bald to Tennessee River.
SB: Who were the herders up there?

RM: Well, the last one up there was Cable, Fonze Cable, but
old Tom Sparks herded up there for years.

SB: How young was he when he started herding?

-

T don't know. He was an old man when I was a boy.

SB: Did he ever tell you, did you ever meet him, or did he
ever tell any stories about things that happened up there?

RM: Oh, yeah.
SB: Do you remember any of those?
RM: Yeah I remember a lot of "em.

SB: Got any good stories about thlngs that happened on Spence
Field when they were drlving cattle up there? .

RM: Well, this one . . . He (Tom Sparks) lived in Cades Cove.

This is the best one . . . .They come out of North Carolina over .
to Tennessee, get lost on Smoky Mountain, and he would come -
home every weekend, Saturday night, and go back Sunday night,
Sunday evening. Go back Sunday night, and he was late a-gettin'
goin' back, and hit a laurel thicket. He told me, he said he
heard a fuss a-comin', never heard nothin' like it, said he'd -
stop and listen, kept goin' up till he met it, and there was

a woman. Somebody brought her up there, and she had a six

months old baby. Lost, and she couldn't find the way off.

Finhally found it off, 1t was dark. And he said, he told her,

said, "Give me that baby," said, "Take hold of my shirt tail,"
says, "I'1l take you back to the top of Smoky Mountain." Took

her back. Greatest tale o0ld Tom ever told me.

SB: What year do you think that happened in?

" RM: Oh, I wouldn't know.

SB: Back Civil War time?
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Myers 6 ‘ ' I
RM: Oh rio. It was wéy since then. It was way since the Civil l
War. It's been 65, 75 years ago, I guess.

SB: It would be about 1900, maybe. , o l

RM: ;Yeah; Maybe before. - I never asked him when he was telling |
me what year it was.

SB: 'Did they ever lose any cattle up there? Some must have
died during the summer. '

RM: Oh yeah. Died and get killed by the lightning.
SB: They had a loti of lightning strikes?

RM: ‘Oh several. Yeah, I've seen 'em killed.

SB: Large numbers at a'time?'

RM: Ch no. Three or four.

SB: Three or four? Did that happen évery year?

RM: Oh yes. |

SB: What about the sheep? Did they ever get struck by
lightning? 7 .

RM: I never did see any sheep get struck by lightning. Horses
sometimes would get killed, or I reckon somebody would steal ‘e
They'd come up missing. ‘ ,

SB: So you figurélsomebody'walked off with 'em. Did they
ever catch anybody stealing horses, cattle, or sheep out of
these woods up here?

RM: No, not in my 1ifetime, naw,
SB:  Why was that? I'd think people would be stealing themn.

RM: Well, T guess they do now, but not in my 1ifetime; not
when I fooled with 'em. I looked after 'em.

'SB: Who all stayed up there to herd them? dJust one or two
herders or a lot of 'em? How many people were up there total,
~usually?

RM: Just one, one herder. But going back into parts of North
Carolina, this sawmill and that one, North Carolina and they'd
stay there. 0ld Tom always had company. Always had a lot of
beets. 0ld Tom told me I was the only man ever brought any-
thing up there to eat passing by. - :
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Myers 7
SB: - What did Boney forget to eay°

FM: About what he done to the woman when he got her back up
there.

. RM-‘ He said that he took the woman back to the top of Smoky.

Well, he took her back to the cabin and let her stay all night,
then she could come out in daylight.

FM: Show her the way off, the road.

SB: Got any more stories that the herder told you? Are there
any about interesting thlngs that happened on the balds, like
on Spence or on Russell°

RM: Well, oh Lord, old Tom, feller killed old Tom up there.
SB: Really? What happened then?

RM: I don't know. It was a drunken racket I reckon. Feller
shot poor old Tom Sparks. That was before . :

SB: What year was that?
RM: I don't know.
SB: Was it before World War I®

RM: Oh, I don't know that. I know I was a man. I don't know
what year it was. It's been forty or fifty years ago. '

SB: Well, it had to be before the Park was started, so maybe
it was in the twenties. Did they have a,still or something up
around there? ' '
RM: Oh, they made whlskey there all the time.

SB: At Spence Field.

"RM: Somebody did, yeah. They didn't stay with old Tom. They

had cabins in them hollers of their own, those whiskey makers.

SB: Were the whiskey makers' cabins way ﬁp on, way up on the
hillsides, way up near Spence Field? '

RM: Naw, they was down in them hollers, where there's water.

SB: So if somebody up there wanted to get drunk, they could
do it anytime they wanted to.

RM: I reckon, if they had the money to pay-for it.




-Myers 8

SB‘ You were telling me about a little white steer of your
father's who used to get into the mash.

RM: I don't know how I started in to tell you that. That
still was up on the Middle Prong of the Little River, above
Townsend. My Daddy had an old white stag he bought from some
feller. He'd drink a fifty-gallon of mash every night. Drive
him two miles from one holler to another, but he'd come back
that night. They build a fence out of it around him; he
couldn't get in to get to the mash, but he got good and fat.

- That 11quor or mash made him fat.‘

SB: Let's go back to the number of cows. How many cows do
you think there were on Spence Field? Did you say 1500 was
about right? Or up through that whole area?

RM; Oh, I wouldn't know how to guess. I know two or three
bunches brought over a hundred head at a time and the fellers
would go up and take forty, fifty head at a time. I wouldn't
know how to guess on the cattle. I never d4id ask. I've been
- there at rounding time at the gant lot. Had bullpens where
the old bulls come in, put 'em in the bullpen, lay down the
logs, keep 'em from tearing the fence down overnight.

SB:  How manyrcattle did those pens hold, and where were they?
RM: Right on top of the mountain. _
SB:  They put them right‘On the open part of the field?

RM: Yeah.

SB: How did they do that? They Jjust bring out a bunch of logs

from the woods at the time they needed the pens, then take them
down°

RM: Yeah. Split rails. Generally them old rails was there
would last for five years. ‘

SB: So they built the pens only when the cattle were up there.
Or were the pens there all the time?

RM: Oh, the wind 'd blow 'em down in the winter time. They'd
- go, and they'd lay them back up. Maybe have to make more
rails, cut poles.

SB: How big around were these pens? .

RM: Oh, I wouldn't know. Couple of acres, an acre, anyway.

SB: So they just left the fencing out in the field and let
the cattle graze in there?
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RM: Wasn't nothing in there to graze. No water either. They'd
eat it up, and some of them cattle stay in there for two or
three days, and you'd have one to come in there and stay in
there till the rest of 'em come. You wouldn't leave but just

one head.
SB: So they'd go down in the woods and try to bring the cows in?
RM: Drive 'em in, yeah.

SB: And they'd drive tem up on to Spence Field and up on to
Russell Field? ‘ ‘ ‘

'RM: Yeah. T never was at the Russell Field roundup time.

SB: Did youf father's cows get rounded up in that Spence
Field roundup? - ‘ ‘

RM: No, no. Our cattle were down here on this Defeat Ridge.
Wasn't nobody's cattle down there but ours. A

SB: Sb‘your cattle were all by themselves, and you just bfought
them in yourselves? - ‘ '

RM: By themselves,yéah.

SB: But you went and helped with the roundup at Spence Field?
RM: Oh, I went up to be with the gang. I liked to be up there.
SB: Did you all get dpunk at the roundup too?

RM: No, I never did get drunk.

SB: How old wére you when you first started going up to the
roundup at Spence Field? ‘ : _

RM: Oh, I don't know.

. SB: Fourteeh?' Fifteen?

RM: Oh, I was older than that. ‘I'd say I was eighteen or
nineteen. ‘

SB: How many people went tc that roundup? Lots?

RM: Everybody that had cattle, "And they'd take drivers with
'em to help 'em drive 'em home.

SB: So that's what, a couple of hundred people, maybe?




RM: ©Oh, I don't know, no, not that many. 01d Man MacMahan ou‘tl
of Sevier County brought a hundred head every year, and old S
- Pete Sarrat out of Sevier County brought a hundred head every
year., 01ld MacMahan had white faced cattle. Feller out of
‘North Carolina had some strays, said it was his, his markK. It :
was his marked. He didn't think about hog rings. He rode up
just about the time Sparks (unintelligible) gettlng his out I
to leave, 01d Man Sparks aheard he was arguing with him. He '
asked old man MacMahan, he says, "Is that not your steer?" .
He said he looked like it., He says, "Run him in that -bull- '
pen." Says, "Catch him there, Roy." . Took his ears by the
thumb and his initials in there. Sparks looked at Calhoun and
said, "When did you start spelling your name with an 'M'?"
Yeah. Old man . . . That's the first one I'd ever seen marked
in his ear. They got it that the last years, though, had a
machine to put your initials in his ear., He had to wet his
“thumb and rub the wax off that old steer's ear.

Myers 10

SB: It was ‘tattooed, was it?
RM: No. They got some kind of machine like this here . . .

SB: So back to the numbers. How many cattle, total? Fifteen
hundred, maybe, and that many sheep?

RM: Oh, I wouldn't know., Why, Lord, yeah. -Hogs, sheep,
horses, and cattle. g

SB: How many horses, about?

RM: Oh, I wouldn't know. Fifty or seventy-five mules and
horse colts. '

SB: Yearlings mostly up-there?A
RM: Yéah,”and two-year-olds. They hevér-took no yeaflings.‘
$B: Did the herder have a dog? '
RM: Oh yes, he had a dog.

SB: Was it a herding dog or just a dog for company?
RM: Dog for company and a cat for company.

SB: Did he have any chickens or anything up there?

RM: . No.

SB: No chickens. How many hogs were there up there?

RM: Oh, I wouldn't know how many hogs. Them hogs stéjed
S up there all winter, part of 'em. '
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SB: Stayed right up around Spence Field and in the forests
around there? ‘ ‘ o

RM: Off in‘them hollers. And them fellers out of Cades Cove
go up and feed 'em come a Snow. o -

SB: What would they feed them with?
RM: Corn. |
SB: They'd feed 'em corn?

RM: Yeah, but they'd eat chestnuts and acorns.

" 8B: So they'd just. leave 'em up on the mountain?

RM: . Yeah.

SB: When did they butcher, usually? Did they butcher in the
fall? ‘ o : ‘

RM: Oh, yeah. They'd bring 'em . . . Got big enough . . .
Like these wild hogs, how many of them do you guess is in the
Park? o : ’

SB: Don't know. Couple of thousand, maybe. They're just
getting over into Cataloochee about. They haven't gone all the
way up into the Carolina side. . . . :

RM: Finally take this Pérk over.

SB: Yeah, they're just about to finish up this year.

RM: ‘Government ain't got sense enough to know how to get rid
of 'em. :

- SB: Nope. We were talking about burning before. We were

talking about fires. Did they ever burn Spence or Russell or
Gregory that you ever remember? '

RM: I don't know whether them balds . . . I know they never
was burned. There wasn't nothing there to burn.

SB: The grass’was‘ciipped down too short by the grazing?
. | ,

e

Them sheep and horses'd eat it up.

SB: So they didn't burn in the fall, and they didn't burn in
the spring before they brought up the cattle, did they?

RM: Naw. They burnt it in the fall to pick up chestnuts.
Burn the leaves so they could see chestnuts.
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SB:  So they bﬁrned the chestnut and oak forests Just real
light so'you get a ground fire that would burn off those
leaves? - '

RM: Why, you take it where ther's chestnuts, and where there
wasn't no chestnuts . . . You set the mountains afire, it
didn't Jjust burn where the chestnuts was. It burnt the whole
durn thing.

SB: Did it burn down in these coves?

RM: Oh, yes. _

SB: Did it burn down in the ones that weren't cut over, like
on the Butler tract? You know those real wet areas down at
the bottom with the big hemlocks? Did those burn? '
RM: Oh yeah. Burnt everywhere. Got dry . . .

SB: That had to be a ground fire was it? Just a fire through
the laurel? In those low coves? ‘ ,

RM: Why, you take it, and it's right dry. Some man set a
match to it, couldn't put it out, wind a-blowin'. That March
wind a-blowin' sent it from one ridge to another, under your
feet. You'd better be runnin'.

SB: Do you remember any real big fires up on the ridges up
here? Like on Gregory Ridge or up that way?

RM: Oh Lord yeah. I knowed it up here at the Blowdown. Had
all them CCCts out of North Carolina and Tennessee, too,
a-fightin' that fire. ' '

SB: Did you fight that fire?

RM: Oh, I was a-workin' for the government then. Yeah, I went.
SB: Was that a real hot fire? |

BM: Oh, hot. Didn't know how to fight it, but that's another
thing the government didn't know how to do. I told 'em the
way they was fightin' it . . . I'd just set the whole thing
afire and send it to North Carolina. :

SB: Where did that fire start? Do you know?

RM: Oh, I don't know. Somebody set it out, throwed out a
match to see ‘it burn, ‘

SB: What year was that?
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RM: Thirty-six, wasn't it, Mother? When T was up there

 fightin' that fire. It was before I went to work for the

(Alcoa) plant in thirty-six. Thirty-six, when North Carolina
and Tennessee was full of them peckerwoods. Peckerwood army,
CCC's. | T 8

SB: How big was that fire?

RM: Aw, I don't know how big it was, how many acres. It burnt
over the whole mountains. o .

- SB: Do ydu know how far it went from east.to west, north to

south? |
RM: DNo 1 don't.- I know the governmént men all come out of

Washington, So you're ain't never goin' to show this to a
government man? . - B ,

SB: No.

- RM: They brought pumps down here, pumps-yéu could éarry on

your back in five-gallon cans, hoses. It'd pump water five
hundred feet up, take a barrel up there to water out the
stumps before the fire was done burned over and gone.

SB: Do you remember any big_fires‘éarlier than that, like
when you were a boy? In the early nineteen hundreds or
twenties? I

RM: I know one where this West Prong burned up. I don't know
which year it was. I guess about 1908 or 1909, wasn't it.

SB: They just let that fire burn? They didn't try to fight .
it? | ‘ - . |
‘ | |

RM: They didn't try to fight it.

SB: That had already been cut over, so that was a fire on
logging slash, was 1t? :

RM: Goin' up that river, every flat place they hit, they
built a bridge for a train to go over. The steel was took
up. They left them old strainers and pens up there, and they
burnt them all down. Killed all the fish in the West Prong.
The railroad was there. The steelers took it up; it was done.

- SB: That was after they finished cutting. Wére you working

for the logginhg company then?
RM: No.

SB: They logged the West Prong first, and then they logged
up around above Elkmont later? o '

o _—3_&— o
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RM: Wes't Prong firét,' then the East next, and wound up on the | I |
-Middle Prong. '

SB: And then the Park was stsrted and that was the end of that? l

RM: Oh the Park here was guarrelin' about it before they got
into Elkmont. | l

SB: That was Townsénd who ran that logging company, was it?

RM: Little River Lumber Company. Oh, they first come here
talking about the Park. The company didn't want them to come,
and they sent government men here and said they were going to
take a mile from the top of the mountain down. Then they
finally settled, and they come down 300 feet from the top and
cut everything below there. Then the government went ahead to
look at it. They'd just go back up . .

SB: But they left the beech forest on the top of the ridge,
didn't they? Near Sllers Bald?

RM: Well, them llttle beeches were up there so high they
weren't blg enough to pay 'em to get 'em.

SB: So they went up as high as they could get, but they stopped
when they got to that stunted timber.

RM: Mlght have been some of those little old beeches up there
curlywood now. ‘Some man knows what a curlywood tree was . . .

SB: What's a curlywood tree?

RM: It's curlywood. I don't know 'em, but I've helped load
one of them. ' : -

FM: Well, was it beech, or what?

RM: All kinds of trees go curly in these mountains., A feller
from Johnson City come here, helped 'em with a carload of
curlywood, And they're gone, going to Indianapolis to fac-
tories. He'd go in these mountains and cut those curly trees
and bring 'em down there and hire some feller with a team to.
drag 'em on down and take 'em, three or four carloads. They
knowed what a curly tree was. I wouldn't know looking at it,
but he did. He had two boys. ~

SB: What did they do with that wood?
RM: What wood? |
SB: The curly wood.

=

" RM: ‘Shipped it to Indianapolis.

|
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SB: What dld they make out of it? |

RM:  Oh, furnlture, put it over furnlture. Bought a buckeye
board, and they'll.. . . Like a cigarette paper, curly wood
on the. out81de of it, before they got rich. :

SB: Back to the COWS. You were telling me before what the
cows were eating. What did the cows eat during the summer and
early spring? What did they eat in the early sprlng when you -
put them out early down in the hollows¢ -

RM: - Well, lamb's tongue, crow's foot, rich wheat Come up
early klnd of like a wild onion, and 1t dled down when hot

weather come.

SB: I don't think I know those. What kind of flower‘did they
have on them? - S o _

RM: Oh yeah. Shut that thing down, and I'll tell you about
flowers. , ‘ , ‘. .

SB: ‘You don't want to tell me about flowers with the reborder

on? ' ' ‘ '

RM: I betcha there ain't a government person workin' for 'em

that ever seen 'em. Shut it down. ' ' ‘
(pause)

SB

.. . RM: You never did hear me talkin' about wild asters ‘ They'd
T T eat” 1vy in the spring of the year and get poisoned and die in
the spring of the year. Take the young 'uns out there, and
come the snow or bad weather, and they'd eat the ivy. '

Okay. Do cattle eat wild asters?

-

SB:  Poison ivy?
RM: Just that old mountain ivy. ‘ ‘ - ‘ |
SB: You were telllng me they'd eat jewel weed, touch—me~not°

RM: Wild touch-me-not. Oh, yeah._ They'd eat 'em, but they
wouldn't eat tem, not till up to last of July or August.

-SB: Somebody told me hogs like touchnme—not too.

RM: I never dld see a hog that eat anything that you'd feed him,

SB: So they! d eat touch—me-not. Up on the balds, the sheep
stayed up on Thunderhead? o
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RM: Oh sheep up on Thunderhead. That's where they'd stay,
up there on them balds. The sheep didn't hit the hollers.
He'd stay up where there's grass.

. SB: So the sheep stayed mostly up where there was grass, and
the cows came down into the hollows. And the horses stayed
up with the sheep? : IR

RM: Oh, the horses sfayed on them balds too. Of course the
sheep never let off them balds but to go down them hollers to
get water,

SB: So what about at a place like Sheep Pen Gap. Were there
any sheep pens there?

RM: Before my time. I don't know how come they call it that.
I'd like to know why they call this gap Crib Gap going to
Cades Cove,

SB: What's that supposed to be called?

RM: I don't know how come they'd got the name. They say it's
on that map. See if it's on that map. Shut this thing out and
tell her, , : '

(pause)

SB: Tell me,ebout‘the Drawer Gap.

RM: Well, I don't think it's on the map.

SB: I don't think it is. I don't think I've ever seen that
one before. Where's Drawer Gap? -

RM: Tt's up here on the Middle Prong. | S ‘]ﬂ*
SB: Oh yeah? | | l{
‘RM: TIt's changed ‘the name. : | :
Sﬁ:’ How did it'get its name "Drawer Gap?" . | l[
RM# Can you not flnd Chestnut Flats, Eden Garden?
~ SB: No, this map's not of a scale to show it. ‘ | | I'
RM: Well, 1111 tell you about it. Along that prong that |
timber is all growed up in briars and everything. Cattle was I"‘

through there. I went over Devils Nest and started a bunch of
cattle and was drivin' ‘'em through the long holler. Had on

them old BVD underwear. You know they had rubber back there li
and got hanging loose. - Them cattle found a way there before I .
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knew there was a cut through there. I was a young man. They'd
drop,down. I couldn't walk. I just pulled 'em off and hung 'em
in a bush.' I told the fellers how to go through there after
they'd. growed up. They seen my drawers hanging there and called
it Drawer Gap.' Harry saiF t's on the map. . He seen it on the
map. , ;

]
i

'SB: It may be on one of these others. T'd have to look on
the quad sheet and see ifi I can find it.

RM: - But they've changed so many of these gaps. Don't know

~nothin' about 'em, and th=y changed 'em, There's an old deer

stand out here.

SB: YES, Mollles Butt 1s on that map. How did Mollies get
its name? : .

RM: I'd like to know how. I've been oh Mollies Butt a hundred
tlmes., ' - ' -

SB: .What about Holy Butt} That's another one I've seen on
the map. How did that get its name? It's over somewhere
Elkmont. There's a ridge over there called Holy Butt.

RM: I'd 11ke to see one of them maps of the Smoky'Mountains.
I'd like to see the names of them ridges out from Thunderhead
towards the Derrick. S L

- SB: Thunderhead towards Berrlckq-

RM:' Yeah them rldges ruh all to North Carollna.
'SB:- Okay. Thunderhead to Derrick. There it is. There's

- Thunderhead. The first ridge over there is called Devils

Courthouse. Not too many marked. There's Devils Ridge, Davis
Ridge, Chimney Rocks. It!s got some of the creeks marked on
1t——Deerhobble, Shut-in- Creek Starkey Creek, Devils Branch,
Churnhole, Long Branch.,

" RM: Those towards North Carollna. One of them rldges from

Thunderhead down towards ‘the Derrlck.

,SB- On, the North Carolina side there’s Meadow Gap, Saddle Back,

Chestnut Ridge, Blockhouse Mountain, De Armond Rldge.',Do you
want to see the ‘map, - Boney° .

RM: The ridges. Shut this thlng off and I'll tell you about
the ridges. 3

(pause) -?‘

‘RM: When they settled up in North Carolina,. now I've been told
- this; I don't know if it was s0. And they wanted to make a road

i
'
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over it. Now they all met, what few of them there was. Some
of them wanted to come down that Defeat Ridge, and some of them
wanted to come down the Bote Mountain, but the Bote Mountain
carried. The name of it was originally Vote Mountain; I guess
that's right. The other mountain over there is the Defeat.

- They just changed the name of this one to Bote. I. guess Vote
Mountain is the right name for it. That was all, oh how many.
years., That's what the old people told me. ' -

SB: Did any of the cattle or sheep on the ridge ever get
attacked by bears or- panthers? | -

RM: Oh:yeah. .
SB: Did you have a lot of trouble with bears?
RM: Oh, not much. Bears killed 'em.

SB: How often did that happen? What could you do to keep the
bears away from them? s ‘ :

'RM: There wasn't many bears there. It took an awful big 'un
to kill a calf. People hunted them and got fat and killed and
ate them. I never did like them. My daddy brought some up
there on this Timber Ridgé. Jim Burns, oh, up in the summer-
time, he had eight or ten. He come down here and wanted to
sell 'em to Dad, and Dad bought 'em. They were Jjust three and
four hundred pound steers. Bears killed one of 'em and it
caught another one. Beari claws on his back. Guess he tried
to catch him first, but he got away from him, and he grabbed
another. ' : ‘ : ' :

SBE Were there ever any panthérs up there then, or were they
all shot out by that time? ' ‘ - ‘

RM: I've heard old people tell me this here, but I never
did see one. w : o

SB: - Never saw tracks. or never heard one?

RM: 1I've heard things hollerin' in the mountains, but I never
knew what it was. I know a dog wouldn't run it. Come around
the cabin--I had some Plott dogs, they wouldn't run it. Had
an old spotted dog I bought in North Carolina; he'd run it.
The others wouldn't run it. I don't know if it was a wildcat
or panther or what. i : ‘ -

SB: They never bothered the sheep or the cattle up on
Spence, at least in your memory? : '

RM: The wolves used to bother them on Spence Place before I
. can remember, s : : o —
B
Y
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"RM: Howfs that? , S - | S

- about since then?
~ SB: Bobcats, you mean?

SB: Right. So what's a wildcat?

'RM: Well, I don't know what the end of them was like. Like a
- SB: Were there any disease problems with the cattle up on

guess. had mouth disease.

SB: So did you ever hear old Sparks talking about. that?
RM: Yeah. ' | | o
SB: What did he say about the wolves and bears up there?
RM:"Oh; he said them wolves up there got to killin'ithé sheep.
They. all come up there and kill one. Get an old mother and
'said. she had young 'uns. Three or four, I won't say which.
They hunted for 'em and couldn't find 'em. Said there were .
two young that died. That's the only one he'd ever knowed of
fem killin' 'em, . o . '
SB: When was that?

RM: Oh, I don't have no idea. |

SB: ' That would have been in the 1880's, 1890's,maybe?

‘RM: Maybe 1890's.. o |

SB:‘.Ahd maybe that was the last wolf up there. |

RM: That was the last one I'd ever heard of bein' up there. -

SB:  Was that the last one ever, probably, in the Park? A @k‘A

SB: Were there any other sightings or killings that you heard .

RM: No. ‘These‘wildcats, a lot of people would call,thém a
wolf. Some -of those wild cats could be pretty mean, |

RM: T never heard. them called a bobcat. TI've always heard
them called a wildcat. Them bobcats were a short tailed cat.

copperhead snake. I've talked to many a man in the country
was been in the Civil War. Some of them say a colperhead snake
has his tail in a keen point, the others say it was a blunt
tail, so I've never seen a conperhead to know of.

the balds?

RM: Oh no, I never heard of that foot and mouth disease till

they seen it in the paper where they just killed 'em years ago

and put 'em in a ditch. My daddy had a steer one time I }

©
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SB: Did they ever get the trembles? Did they evér“just lie
down and not be able to stand?

RM: Used to be that in the Smoky Mountains. Called it milk
sick. Nobody knew what it was. :

SB: Oh, it's probably caused by eating white snakeroot, the
- plant up there with the white flowers on it. Blooms in the
summer,

RM: That's what caused it? Did you ever see anybody that
drank the milk from a cow runnin' out and had that disease?
I know a man who'd look like he had St. Vitus's dance like
that, and when he was a boy, the cows run out in North Carolina.

SB: They got milk sickness, and he got it?

RM: Now, what you said it was?

SB: White‘Snaeroot. They eat the white snakerooﬁ.
RM: Looks like they'd all have it themn.

SB: Yes. That's what I don't understand. I've heard people ' ‘
tell me that the reason that they grazed the cows up high was ,

because they'd eat too much white snakeroot down low, but ‘
there's as much white snakeroot up on that mountain as there l

is down in the valley.

RM: Now, I've been here on Smoky Mountain, and I've seen three
steers with milk sickness., Every one of them that found their
way down the North Carolina side, I forget what cove it was.
You drive 'em down and they go to get hot, and the last one
I've seen was a feller name of Pete Sarrat of Sevier County.
Got about a mile down from the top of the gant lot, and they
got to walking stiff legged, and I told him he'd better stop .
that steer. Oh, he said he had to take 'em home. He didn't
go farther than that little store, and just walked out there
and laid down there and died. They got hot. It didn't seem
- to bother them till it got hot. .That's +he last one I ever
seen with the milk sickness, But the cattle are just like
humans. They die once in a while, and nobody knows what's
wrong with 'em.

SB: How many do you think they lost every year?

RM: Oh, I wouldn't have no idea., Some of them got lost.
Somebody stole 'em, I guess, on the North Carolina side. My
daddy told me on at the Derrick, he took his cattle up there
before he ever got to takin' out of there, I guess before I
was born. In the May that he took salt up there, took so
many pounds of salt for every steer, and this was back when

N e
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‘-i‘--‘,E ' . . ' B

0ld John Gregory was herding up t éré, before old Dave. And
he asked him, "Where's my cattle 47" and he told them some.
- was out, and old John called, sai ithere was a white Steer :
and a Jersey heifer come up. 01ld[Shields says, "That Jersey’
heifer belongs to us . . . a T

L
(end of side of tape) it

. SB: How much were you gettihg for your steers'driven_b#ef
- the mountains? ' :

- RM: Oh, three cents was a good price a pound. World War I -
. bought for ten cents. I think they brought. about ten and a

- half cents the next year and that was when I quit foolin' with
‘em. ‘Forty, fifty cents her last year, I heard. " If I'd have -
had that, I'd have been a millionaire three or four times when
I drove over them mountains. . ' .

7 'SB:  What kind of cattle did you‘k%ep?" Herefords? AWhafever
© you had? Hg_ . . ST

 RM: ‘Well,twe'finally got to keeping Durham Cattle?w.Thére“?
C-was an old stock of cattle here called the Red Devil when I

' was a.boy. Then they got the Durham and then the whiteface -
- come next and then the Angus cattle. : '

- SB: What was this Red Devil like?| What did that cow Look 1iKe?

RM: He was 2 heavy-bodied steer, short horns. "I don't know

- whatever come of it. I think that's where they got the Angus.
I know they breed that one. I've seen two or three of 'em

that was as red as blood, Lo P

SB:  There weren't any fences up o?,those balds, were there? . .

BM: Ok mo. They just went where bhey'd please. And now . the
government's dug all of them trailszall through the mountains, .
- and a man couldn't take a bunch ofkcattle up there and never

been a man. . . . The government dde¥sn't have enough men in
~the army to keép a hundred head up rthere. - ‘ 7
SB: What do they do? ' They head right back on down, the trails?

RM: Just hit that trail. | " o

SB: -Did anyome ever cut up there? §hike ocut at Spence . Field
or out at Russell? o ' L

RM: Cut hay?

SB: No. Cut wood. Do you remember-when Russell was'ciéared?,
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RM? Ch no. Nobody else don't. It‘always was a bald, l guess
they don't know. Been down here across the river, Tellico .
Plains. There's a Stratton Bald. Oh, I've heard them talk
' about. them’ balds as the same as here. '
SB: Do you remember anyone doing any cutting on the bald
edges to keep them open, like cutting any blackberries or.
cutting any small trees, kllllng any sapllng39 :

. RM:"They'd.cut ‘em for wood. 7

SB: - What size trees did they cut for wopd? | |
"RM: Oh, not too big. Cut 'em in the summer tlme as big as =
. your thlgh drag it down, chop 'em up. They wouldn't cut tem

" too blg. _

' SB: Did they leave the 1arger trees. standlng, then, and cut .
the smaller ones in between? ‘

RM-‘ Just cut. them down. There wasn't too many blg ones- up
. there on- top., i : ,

,SBE Did they cut away from the edgesQ‘. o
“RM; Wherever they had a cabln, that's where (unlntelllglble).
‘-Sﬁi:'Where did they cut;logs for the cow pens?

. RM:.rOh Just cut 'em aronnd there and carrj tem.

::lSBﬁ 'Just any old place around the bald° |

RM: Yeah. Split rails. Cut a tree down, spllt it, and
make rails.

SB: So Russell was always clear as long as you can remember°
RM: Oh yes. Russell and Thunderhead out at the Derrlck.

SB: Derrick is just about closed up now.

RM: Growed up. How long has it been since’ you was up thereQe
SB: I was up there two months ago.

RM: The bald's all fllled up with- bushes, 1s it¢

SB: There's trees all over Derrick. There's hardly a bald
there at all now.

RM: How big a bushes are: they¢
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SB: Small pble-Yellow birch about four inches across all

- over the place.

RM: I don't know. Maybe the Indians might have cut them balds
in time. I don't know. They might have raised corn there.

SB: Do you think the soil's that -good?

RM: Why yeah. Take this bottom right over here. Right out -
there where them houses is. I've picked up many a glass bead
that the Indians made. Had one of these old drag harrows, made
'em ourselves. Drag them old disc harrows, they kind of kept
the ground level. You could pick up Indian beads, arrows.
Called it flint rock on the area where'd they'd shot the deer.
But they got cuttin' harrows and big plows and turned 'em in

go you hardly ever find ‘em. L

SB: Did you ever find any arrowheads or any Indian pottery
up on the balds? o .

RM: No.

SB: Never any arrowheads up there?

RM: I never did hear of it. ‘Them Indians stayed where there
was water. They might have been up there in time. How many
different tribes of Indians are there in the United States?®

SB: I don't‘know.-
RM

I've heard there was twenty-eight different tribes.

SB: There might have been more than that. On the balds, then,
the cows just grazed on that grass real low. Did they ever
eat any shrubs or young trees?

RM

Yeah, they'd eat-leaves.

SB: Which ones did they like to eat?

RM: Oh, I dont know. I've seen them eat leaves and little
bushes. I never did pay no attention to what kind they was
gettin' it off of.’ T S :
SB: Did they eat serviceberries at all?

RM: I don't know.

SB: Did they eat azaleas? Will cows eat mountain laurel
and azaleas? . ' : :
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RM: No. They won't eat it. One that's never been out there
and bit that ivy goin' up in the spring, he'd get a bunch of
it and get sick. He'd starve to death before he'd eat it.
The young ones that never been in the mountains get hungry,
they'd eat it. That's ones that get poisoned.

SB: What about blueberry bushes? Do cows eat biueberry :
bushes at all?

RM: Oh, I don't know whether they would or not. Guess they
would. , . :

SB: Then they ate lots of liﬁtle‘shrubs and trees.

RM: Oh, yes, and the mountalns, the weeds grow up in the
summertime. They'd eat them and the touch-me-nots.

SB: Do ydu,remember the different weeds that they were eating

in the summer?

RM: No. I don't pay no attentlon to 'em. All kinds of 'em,
All those flowers I was tellin' you about a while ago. I'd
like to see somebody that would have told me the name of them,
They was thick. There was a weed that come up like a poke
But they never did come back no more.

SB: All around up here was sort of more open in those days
than it is now. There were blackberries in your pastures?

RM: On the mountain? Oh yes. " Goin' up to Bote Mountain here,
I went with a ranger, oh, fifteen years ago, and. I couldn't
see where the Defeat, Eve's Garden Branch, Chestnut Flats
Branch, Devil's Nest Branch was. We went up the laurel in a
Jjeep. Growed up, them pines. I told him when I was back 25-
years old, I'd come out there some night with an axe, I'd

cut 'em down. They kept 'em cut down. Goin' up and down the
Bote Mountain, you could see the Defeat, see every holler over
there, and now you can't see 'em. I ain't been there fifteen
years up that Bote Mountain.

SB:  You can't see anything now. In the winter you can see
just a little bit between the trees. But you can't see all
until you get up to Spence Field, and even then you can't see
- the Tennessee side well until you actually get right on top

of Thunderhead. North Carolina.side you can still see good
from Spence FIEId.&

RM: Where do you have to get on 0ld Smoky to see the lake?
SB: Oh, the lake. Fontana? |
RM: Yeah, Fontana. Out to Thunderhead?
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SB: . You can see it from Thunderhead; you can see it a little
bit from Spence; you can see it a little bit from Silers.
Can't see it from Derrick. '

RM: Well, when did whats-his-name fly the ocean?
SB: Lindbergh? o |

RM: Lindenberg.

SB: What was it? 19297

RM: I don't know, somewhere in the‘twenties. But where was -
that wife? He went to meet that wife and married her down
there. . He was a-courtin' her. -

SB: New Jersey? Didn't she come from New Jersey?

RM: No. She lived somewhere (unintelligible). Her daddy was
a general or something in the army down here. Some of these
islands somewhere, Now this brother of mine, died here last,
almost a year ago. He was on Smoky Mountain with Fonze Cable
and he said that airplane came over there, wasnit a hundred
feet high. Said he come around Thunderhead right out the
Spence Place, The sun was down. It wasn't dark, but it was
gettin' dark. He said him and Fonze run out there, just him
and Fonze was there and looked at that airplane. He was up
there day or two and come in, and was tellin' about Lindenberg
flyin', goin' to see his wife. He wasn't married to her. All
they also said of Lindenberg that (unintelligible).

SB: Probably was. He was probably‘flying over the mountains.
RM: Did you ever see his plane? |
SB: 4Pardon?

RM: Did you ever see Lindenberg's plane that he flew the

- ocean in? . ‘

SB: It's in the Smithsonian in Washington. I think I've seen
it. Spirit of St. Louis?

RM: Looks like a wheelbarrow, don't it.

SB: Yeah, it does, T gueés. I don't think I'd want to fly
across the Atlantic in that plane. _

RM: Oh, it looks better than a wheel barrow, all them little
wires., Looks like sixty-six holding the wings up. S

SB: BOney,_was'there anything built on the grass balds aside
from the herder's cabin and those pens? Is that all that was

‘up there that was a structure?
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RM: Oh no. No cabins up. on ‘the mountains. They was always
down in the hollers where there was water.

~SB: So the herders stayed in huts or tents or . . .?

RM: Oh,.they had a log cabin, 0ld Tom Sparks had a good log

house there. Two rooms to it. Wasn't very big. Had a fire- '

place where he cooked over the fire. It was about as wide as -

this and I don't know how much longer. And he. . . . One room

was the bedroom. When he took that woman up there, she had

to have something to eat for breakfast. 01d Tom had to put - l

the oven on, make her corn bread and some coffee., Fried her

some meat. Old Tom said she went to sleep. He woked her up,
a-settin' on that chair holdin' that baby while he got his l
supper. He waked her up, said she ate, said, "There's the

bed. 7You take the baby and go to bed," says, "I'll go over

and sleep. here before the flre.“ Oh, I bet that, I'1l bet . . l

- SB: So ‘there was Just a nice cab:.n. Was it down by the,s_pring
on the Carollna side? = : . l

| RM

L)

On the Carollna side, yeah You know where that spring is?

SBr Well there are two ef them. The big one is when you
come up Bote Mountain now!and if you go off to the, sort of
towards the right and go back over the bald, that's where the
blg spring is. ‘There's where the shelter J.S, down there. '

- RM: They've got a new one out further towards Thu.nderhead
haven't they? :

SB: Yeah,.they've.got two, one more towards ThUnderhead and
then one by the big spring. I think they may have, I'm not
sure if they tore one of them down or not. They may have, '
but they had two cabins.. !Were they the only buildings up -
there? Did he have any outbuildings up there¢ Did he have
any outbulldlngs or .+ . W

1
o

I

1

i

i

| L i
‘RM: No. , o : ' | -
SB: He ha&_ nothing exeept that cebin‘? . o . , . l
RM: That cabin. | | | - -

- SB:‘ No fenee or anything around it? B l
]

1

]

RM: No, not a thing in the world. Only fence there was as
around, oh Tom he cleared up & patch about as big as this
house rlght at the back and out of the woods and planted cab-
E;ges. The blggest cabbage heads that ever I've seen was up
ere, .
I can remember I come out from North Carolina one tlme
and met him out comin® around from Bone Valley towards

, ‘ | o B2 ‘
R ,———
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Thunderhead, and he was coming from Thunderhead oh about
twelve o'clock. He went down there and (unlntelllglble) over
in the course of (unintelligible) cabin. He made corn bread
and put it in the oven and went out there and got a cabbage
head and drenched it and Jjust quartered it and put it in a
big iron kettle and got about two pounds of butter and put

it on. I thought it was the best meal I ever eat. That corn
bread and more cabbage . . .

SB: He didn't have any milk cows up there, did he?

- RM: No. Rarely, rarely. Lord ‘he wouldn't fool with mllk . e e

T wouldn't fool with a milk cow up there elther.

SB: Not even. . . . So he didn't have any mllk up there at
all.. Just corn bread and cabbage. And what else did he eat?

RM: Whatever he could carry up, beans:or one thing or another.
SB: Did‘he ever hunt up on the. top there° |

RM: Oh, Tom (unlntelllglble) bear huntln'”' 01ld Tom would be .
up there. (unlntelllglble) and chestnuts. He killed them
bears. : ‘

SB:  You used to go bear hunting, did you?

RM: Oh yeah. I'd go up there and see two kettles on the
fireplace all the time for bear meat. o

SB: You used to cook bear meat, did you?f You were telling

- me about Walker who. .« . +« Was Walker the one that was drinking

the bear grease?

RM: Oh yeah. Bcb Walker. He lived down here at Walland.
01d Bob's been dead ten or fifteen years.  Yeah. 01ld Bob was
there and the kettles didn't have no 1lid on 'em, just hung
right on the fire and cooked all day and night. Ash would
blow up on them, dust. . . . 01d Bob Walker come in, grabbed
a pint cup and Jjust skimmed them up. Put a plnt cup in there
and drank a pint of bear grease. : ‘

SB: He didn't put it on his shoes, he drank it?
RM: Dldn't do what?

SB: He dldn't put it on his shoes, he drank it?

RM: Drank it. Turn off that recorder and I'11l tell you
what it done for him, too. '

SB: What did it do for him?
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RM: T don't know what it done. 1In about a week every time
" you'd see him, his pants looked like he'd set in water. Went.
through him, I reckon. ‘ ‘ ‘

_ Bob was the best hunter was ever in these mountains. He
was a young feller, Bob was about seven or eight years older
- than me. Bob called one of them old gobblers up in the spring
~of the year where they hunted for him, and he shot at him, and
Bob, he killed it. Called him up, he could Jjust gobble Jjust
like a turkey. He found one of them hens too, he killed 'em.
Them old turkeys in the spring of the year when they go to
gobblin', go to baitin', hear one gobble. 01d Bob, he'd get
- in earshot before he could see he was comin', he'd gobble
just like it only hardly as loud. He'd gobble again, and
" 0ld Bob would. gobble again a little louder, and he'd be right
up on old Bob, old Bob would kill it. Only man I ever heard
who could gobble like a turkey. You couldn't tell him from a
turkey. - _

SB: ~ He was a bear hunter too,.though?

RM: Oh, bear hunter. Bob hunted for bears. One out here on
the middle prong of the river, crossed over to the Defeat
side, crossed the river comin' over on to Bote Mountain to
get chestnuts. Crossed a big log across the river. Every-
body'd come very evening, wait, couldn't get it. 0ld Bob
- told me he wet his thumb, see which way the air was moving,
said the air was goin' from him, here he come. Killed him,
~ Them bears used to be very wild. They'd wind you quarter of
a mile. You couldn't get to 'em. Now they'vre thicker than
the . . . Catch a dog, would kill one back then.

SB: Do you think there are a lot more bears now than there
" were then? : :

z

Oh Lord yeah. .

SB: What ébqut the turkeys. There are not many turkeys now.
Did they sort of disappear after the chestnut die-out?

RM: Oh, the turkeys was hunted out, killed out.
SB: They were hunted out.

RM: Turkey ... . Killed a turkey in the spring of the year,
you had to go get yourself a mess of ramps to eat before you

could eat. You know, what these ramps are, don't you? Grows .

in the mountain. You ought to go get yourself a mess of ramps
and then go get you a dozen eggs, bring 'em over here and
boil them eggs. . ' '

SB: Oh I like ramps cooked with eggs. That's really good.
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RM: Well, what I'm going to tell you: boil them eggs and.not
eat any ramp. Cut one of them eggs open, then you'll eat your
ramp. You'll have to eat the ramp so you can eat the egg.
(unintelligible) turkey, on the mountain, kill a wild turkey,

‘cook it, if you eat ramps first before you eat it, it Jjust

tagtes like ramps.

' SB:  Were there any moonshiners back in there in those days.

RM: Oh yeah. They made whiskey ever since. . . . Carr's
Creek over here was the worst place for whiskey. They made it
over there, and I guess they're makin' it yet over there.

SB: They were making it in the Park, too, pack in those days.
In fact, they probably were after the Park was started even.

RM: Oh, they made it up here in Walker's Vailey, up there at

the Stillhouse Branch goin! up above Walker's Valley to Tremont.
The Stillhouse Branch. That still stayed in service there for

ten years. Five years anyway. I don't know how long it was.

. SB:" How big was that still?

RM: Oh, it was 75 gallons, I guess. .Used to make it when they
doubled it and 'singled it. They had it in a 90 and a 30 gallon,
before they ever used this thump cask. Put it in a 90 gallon

capd run it off and then put it in a 30 gallon. That's what

they called it, doubled it and singled it. That was the only
way to make whiskey. o

SB: Did your family ever make whiskey?

RM: No. My old granddaddy did but back years ago, before the .
Civil War. Wasn't ever a tax (unintelligible). They put a
tax on whiskey to pay the Civil War debt. . ' -

SB: TI'm not sure. There may have been a tax on it in some
places before that. I remember there was a whiskey rebellion
sometime around the War of 1812. I don't think back in the
Civil War times anyone could get back into these valleys to
collect a tax if there was one. They would have had a hard
time. ' ' .

: (unintelligible) over in Millers Cove, during the Civil
War went on the Union side, what few was left.

SB: Most of the people from around here were Union during
the Civil War?

RM: Oh yeah, Union yet. All the old settlers. What few .
didn't go, they had to scoutin' around, and bushwhackers come
over here from North Carolina and steal everything they had.
Steal their horses and everything they had.
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SB:. Who were the bushwhackers?

RM: I don't know who they were. They were from North Carolina
and come over here, My granddaddy on my mother's side over
heére in Wears Cove goin' over to Line Springs, you been over
that road? They come over here and stole his horses and he
was about 16 years old, and they went up there and stole what
they could in Wears Cove, and he hid in that gap, killed 'em
there, shot 'em, run 'em off, and he caught a mule, a five-year-
0ld mule, and he hid it out in that holler, and old Uncle Dan,
~ his brother, took it up in the holler and fed it there till
the war was over. Bring her down and made a crop and (unin-
telligible) for him and take it up there and have it hid up
there in a laurel thicket, hid his mule. They had a fight
right up here at Beth El1 Church.

SB: Really?

RM: Yeah, and they killed one of 'em, one of them bush-
whackers, and up there where (unintelligible)}'s place is.
‘That's where my granddaddy lived. My grandmother knit him,
or someone did, a pair of socks. They were in his pocket and
they. buried him up at this graveyard, and granddaddy's socks,
put fem on him. Never did know who he was.

SB: Well, I think itts probably time to call it,quits.

End of tape.-

Transeribed by William Morgan, Christina Dombroﬁski;'and
Mary Lindsay. o - ;
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Carlos Campbell, pre-Park hiker and secretary of the Creat
Smoky Mountains Conservation Association interviewed. by
Susan Bratton, Park Biologist, May 22, 1975 '

- SB: . Who are you, and when were you born and where were you

born?

CC: I'm Carlos Campbell. I was born in 1892; August of this
year I'11l be. 83 years old. I was born the north end of Sevier
County with Mount LeConte in sight of me. I never heard the
name "Mount LeConte" till 1921. I was quite a young man by
that time and became interested in the Smokies after that, but
it was Just some distant land in my.boyhood days. After the
Hiking Club was organized,--and I helped organize it--I spent
a tremendous amount of time hiking the trals of the Smokies,
made most of the hikes of the Hiking Club and a lot of addi-

tional hikes, and we'd have some interesting experiences. .

In. 1931 eight of us undertook to hike from one end of the
Park to the other. That's a zig-zag distance of 72 miles.
However, we actually announced plans to hike only from Daven-
port Gap to the northeast end of the Park, to Newfound Gap.
Secretly, we had hoped to go on the rest of the way and did do
that, but when we were two nights out, we ran out of food,
because we had extended it, and we actually divided crackers.
At lunch period we didn't have enough crackers to go around.
We knew the' Herder's cabin--~that was before grazing was stopped
in the Park--was only at Russell Field, a short distance ahead,
and Harvey Broome and I went two or three hundred yards off
the trail to where this cabin was to see if we could get a

chicken or some eggs. When we got there, Fonze was sitting

in the door, and I said, "Fonze, you got any chickens or
eggs?" He says, "Hell, no!"™ I said, "Well, we're out of food.
Have you got any food you can spare?" He sald "Well, maybe."
And believe it or not, the only items of food he had was corn
meal, potatoes, and bacon without a single streak in it.
Well, we bought two or three pounds of the fatback--That isn't
what we called it--and about half a gallon of meal and a
gallon or so of potatoes. And that's the only time in my 1life
I remember being actually hungry. All of us were actually
hungry then. And all of us admitted that that tasted like a
banguet because we fried those potatoes and made some corn-
cakes and really had a feast and went on and finished the hike.
Interesting thing about the end of that hike, though.
Having changed our plans, we wound up at Deals Gap without
transportation. We knew that we could get a bus from Mary-
ville into Knoxville, but we stood down by the roadside, and,
by the way, nobody had shaved for the whole nine days, and two
or three people passed and wouldn't. . . . What we were wanting
was to catch someone going down to Tapoco so we could phone to
Maryville for transportation. Finally, a couple of fishermen
passed us and then backed up. They'd talked it over and de~
cided maybe it would be safe to . . . So they brought us on
into Maryville, and we got on the . . .
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- Well, we went to the drugstore and ate about a quart of
ice cream apiece. We got on the bus, all ol us at the back
end. The rest of the bus was, oh, pretty well scattered,
people all around. Pretty soon, though, the rest of the . other
people were all at the front of the bus. When Guy Frizell and
I got to town, we saw a neighbor. We lived close together.
We saw a neighbor who lived close to both of us, and he

" brought us home. Next morning he started to take his daughter

to school, and she said, "Dad, what in the world have you had

in this car?" We hadn't had a bath in nine days so that ac-

counted for the people moving to the front of the bus and for
his daughter. . '

SB: When was the first time you ever visited a grassy bald?
Do you remember? : - ‘

CC: Yes. It was in 1925. The Hiking Club was organized in
the beginning of 1925 as the result of a 1924 October trip to
LeConte. In 1925 we would take a hike, and then at the end .
of that we would plan where we'd go the next time and when it
would be, but we did have a hike to Gregory at that time.
During that year we realized that what we needed to do was

make out a schedule for hikes throughout the year and published

a-little handbook. But the first time was in 1925.
It was all entirely new to me. I had been on LeConte,

‘saw how rugged it was, but it was my first time to visit one
of the grassy balds, and at that time.grazing was practiced
there., The grass was only a few inches tall, and the fourteen
or fifteen acres of Gregory Bald was covered with grass, a few
willows on one spot, and then a lot of azaleas, '

- Great Smoky Mountains National Park was selected for park
purposes as the result of a committee that was appointed by
Dr. Hubert Work, who was then Secretary of the Interior, ap-
pointed a committee of five to investigate the southern Appa-
lachians to see if there was any area suitable for becoming a
National Park, and one of the members of that committee of
five was Harlan P. Kelsey., He was quite a famous economic
botanist, and he was noted for his landscape ideas, and he was
fascinated with the flame azaleas that were in great abundance
“on -Gregory Bald. S S ‘

SB: Where were the azzleas?

CC: They were roughly around the rim, not on the crest and
not right up against the forest, but there were hundreds of
“them in a kind of a crescent around the eastern end and the
north and south sides back to at least the middle. That's
where most of the azaleas were., There were a few elsewhere.
But Mr. Kelsey made the statement that the flame azalea,
which, incidentally, was one of his favorite shrubs, reached
its maximum development anywhere in. the country on and near
Gregory Bald. and said that was one of the highlights, one of
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the things that made this area worthy of being a National
Park. ‘ o ‘ ‘ o . o

He and one other man were the only two who climbed LeConte
and went to Gregory after they were appointed, and they were

so fascinated with what they saw in both places they brought

the other three down, and as a result of what they saw, they
recommended not just one park but two, Shenandoah and the
Smokies. And, strangely enough, they admitted Great Smokies
were easily first in height of mountains and depth of valleys
and the unmatched variety of trees, plants and shrubs; but

 then, in spite of that, they recommended the egstablishment of

a park in Shenandoah first in the hope that it would be so

- popular that one would then later be established in the Smokies.
. But. that wasn't the way it worked out. The people pushing the
plan for a National Park in the Smokies kept pushing, and we

got. ours established before Shenandoah was.

SB: At that time were there any other shrubs around the aza-

leas more or less off by themselves?

cC: I would say they occupied maybe one or two acres, but they
were gorgeous plants in various shades. ‘ C

.~ 8B: VWVere fhere‘any other shrubs near thémIOr waé that the

only shrub out on the bald?

' CC: That was the only tall shrub, There was a little colony

of a dwarf type of willow that only grew 18 inches tall, maybe
two feet. ' : : '

SB: What about blueberries, little blueberries? Were there
any blueberries?

‘CC: I don't remember any blueberries on Gregory at any:time;

I have on some of the other balds, on Parson Bald, but I don't
remember seeing any blueberries at the time, back in '25, & or
7 on Gregory. I don't remember anything but grass, azaleas,
and those few willows. - ~ - :

SB: There were no trees out in ‘the center?

. CC: Not a single one, not a single tfée, and, incidentally,

there was a 350° panoramic view. From there you could see

~.Cades Cove along most of that area, along the top of the ridge.

"SB:. Okay. As you come straight down thé‘top bf‘the ridge from

Gregory, then, you could see Cades Cove along most of that

area,. along the top of the ridge.

CC: Yes. The best view was out a little bit closer to the
east end than the west end. : ‘ _

SB: Over toward Moore Spring, where the ridge came up a

little ways?

g _ay
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CC: Yes, yes., And, incidentally, after you got into the forest
down to Moore Spring, the forest looked there like a forested
city park. There were big trees, not a single bit of young
stuff, no undercover whatsoever, Jjust grass and big trees. And
every tlme a tree fell, it Just made room for that much more
grass. : :

SB: So there was no seedling or sapllng regeneratlon at all
that you can remember‘?

. CC: The gra21ng cattle and sheep would nip every acorn that
-sprouted the first year; it never got a tree started. Every
little tender shoot that sprung up, they got it, and I suspect
and firmly believe that if grazing had been continued maybe-
for a hundred or two hundred years, the whole ten miles between
Gregory Bald and Thunderhead would have been one continuous
grassy meadow! But grazing definitely kept all of that stuff
out on the grassy part of Gregory. _

SB: How far down did this open, park—like forest go? -

CC: It went all the way down to what we then called Rich Gap. l
The grazing cattle developed a kind of a bloated condition,. and
in the fall when it was time to drive them down, they put them l
in an enclosure built of fallen trees. They just laid one on .
top of the other and made an enclosure of, oh, an acre or so;
and that was at the point where the trail form Cades Cove l
reached the crest of the mountain, the Tennessee-~North Carolina _
line. It was built right along the line, Jjust barely east of
where the trail crossed on its way around to Moore Spring-- :
Gregory Spring--just near: the summit. l
But they put the cattle in there to let them.work off
- that bloated condition a few days before they'd drive them
down. I don't understand the mechanics of all that, but there I
seemed to be the necessity because they said the cattle couldn't
stand driving down with all that living on all that lush grass
diet continuously, and that was known as the "gant lot," a '
corruption of "gaunt," "gaunt" the cattle before dr1v1ng them
down. But- there was some open area on east of that toward
Thunderhead but not as much as there was between that gap we
referred to as Rich Gap. I
But after that first hike to Gregory Bald,. Gregory was on
the schedule for every year that the Club ex1sted AND ON TWO
. OR three occasions we had overnight hikes. Well on two or l
three occasions we had moonlight hikes., We'd started out
after dark, depending on what time the moon came up, and camp
there close to Moore Spring or up on the crest Jjust in the I
forest, Just before we got on the grassy. One time we had a
moonllght hike there and I had some prune Juice in my pack,
and I kept teasing the rest about how they'd want to feel
envious when they saw me drinking my prune juice the next '
mornlng. Well, cometlme to get up and go up to see the sunrise, .

60




- around the springs?

Campbell 5

and the . . . I was still kidding about the prune juiCi
going to enjoy when we got back down, and when I got bae
there was an empty prune Jjuice can on top of my pack.
said a little too much. They got the juice and I didn}
anyway, we had a lot of play like that going on all the
but later we had another moonlight hike up there, and
get up and go see the sunrise from there. :

~ Incidentally, here I have a picture that a grandst
on his honeymoon hike. He spent the first two nights 2f'a |
resort out the edge of the mountains, and then he took a hike
to Thunderhead and down the state line from Gregory an
down there, and this is the sunrise that they saw. I!3
lot of sunrise pictureés, but I don't think I ever got-

like as much as this one made by my grandson on his. o
cidentally, at that point they got a picture of one o our
wild hogs. They were looking at him running right out g@f 'the

edge of the bush. : :

SB: Okay. You were up on the balds while they were s&Ill:
grazing them. Do you remember what kind of livestock, they had
or how large the herds were? ' ‘

CC: I don't remember in numbers. I suspect that thene - Wwere
a hundred or more cattle, maybe a good deal more cattl
think that not always did they have sheep, and I have seéen
pretty good size herds of sheep up there, and, incideqﬁk%ly,

I've seen a few horses grazing with the others, not offen, not
many, but mostly cattle and occasionally some sheep. ' .
kept that looking like a well kept lawn. They didn't px ze it

down 1like an old grazed pasture field. The grass was glways

four or five inches tall. There was plenty of feed th
for. . . . They didn't overgraze it. o e

SB:  Was there any soil erosion, either because'thé cgixgg were
cutting trails or the sheep were cutting trails, or mésRes

CC: I have never seen any indication whatsoever of ergsion
until recently the rooting of the hogs rooting for grul or
whatnot turned up considerable patches of turf. That pribably
caused a little erosion. I don't know how much, A

SB: What about trails on the bald, like the Appalachidiifrail
now at Spence? There's some places where there's some.gr:

CC: The Appalachian Trail doesn't cross Gregory now; it did in
those days. It went on down to Deals Gap and on down:;
and back up Yellow Creek Mountain and on over. Severa ears
ago they changed the routing, and took the part betweern. .
Thunderhead and Gregory down to Fontana Dam, so Gregory-is no
longer on the Appalachian Trail. But there's a lot ofjhiking.
It's a very popular destination. The Park Service used“to :
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conduct a lot of nature guided hikes, and they'd always have
one at the time the azaleas were in bloom and frequently at
other times of the year. And then the Hiking Club had at
least one hike every year to Gregory, and I guess, though,
that by far the most of the people who went up there were in
private groups. For instance, I like Gregory. I've gone
many a time to take friends, not as part of an organized hike.
I suspect more people go to Gregory in little individual groups
than there are in the big organized groups. But it has always
been, ever since I first knew the place, one of the most
popular destinations, not as much so as LeConte but perhaps a
close second. I never say any figures on that, but it's al-
ways been an extremely popular destination for hikes and, in-
cidentally, for horseback trips. A lot of people ride horse-
back up there. ' '

SB: Do you remember any fires on the balds?

CC: I don't remember any fires in any part of the Park after
the Park was established. Before the Park was established, -
there were fires down on the slopes. One in 1925 was so bad
that Colonel Chapman, the leader of the Park movement, flew
over the area, and he said it appeared that the whole mountain
was on fire. Well, it did burn over a lot of land where timber
had been cut and brush let, and that was mostly what was being
burned. But I have never seen the slightest indication of fire
on Gregory ‘Bald or Thunderhead or Spence Field or Silers Bald
or Andrews Bald, any of those. Never heard of any fires in
recent years, never talked to anybody who had seen fire or
evidence of it. It's possible that way back there might have
been some fire in there, but I have no personal knowledge of
any. I do know that ever since the time I started up there,
there hasn't been any. ' : :

SB: Now, you were there at the time when there were still
herders up there. Where were there herders' cabins in 1925%
Which balds had cabins, and where were they?

CC: Well, the main cabins I remember in operation was.this
one that Fonze Cable was using at Russell Field. And then at
Spence Field there was one on there, but a neighbor who had
been going to the mountains long, long years before the Park
movement started, he said that he had seen at Spence Field
four previous herders' cabins. So they evidently didn't last
very many years. : o ‘

SB: Whefe were those cabins?
CC: They were fairly close to the spring.

SB: The big spring down on the Carolina side, over top 6f.the
ridge? . .-
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CC: Yes, on the Carolina side. And I don't remember any

herder's cabin at or near Gregory. I've seen the grazing many,
many times, but . . .

SB: Where did the herders up on Gregory stay if there was

No . « +7

¢cC: I don't know.

SB

e

Did they stay in (unintelligible) cabins farther down?
CC: Maybe; Or I éuspect maybe they just slept out in-the'open.-

SB: It've heard . . . The postmaster in Townsend mentioned a
herder's tent somewhere, that one of the herders was using a

tent.

CC: Well he might have used it. Oh, I do remember now that
the spring between the ridge where the trail is and the . . .
As you come off of Gregory down a mile or so. I'm sorry L
forgot about that. There was one down there, probably a mile
below the state line, maybe not over a half mile. But it was
off to the left of the trail as you came down, or to the right
as you go up. You could see it from the trail. ‘

_ SB: This was the trail that comes up from‘Big Poplar and up

that way?

CC: Yes.:

SB: There was a cabin about a mile down somewhere on theVWay
up that trail that comes up to Moore Spring. What about down
at Sheep Pen Gap end? As you go on out towards Parsons? Were

there any cabins or structures out there at all?

CC: Possibly there might have been before my day, but I never
saw one in Sheep Pen Gap or at Parsons,

SB: Were there any other structures you remember like fehces;
outbuilidings, anything like that? - '

CC: Only this improvised fence that each autumn they'd keep

_the cattle confined there for a few days before they started

the trip down the mountain. That's the nearest thing to a
fence that I ever saw. It served a purpose, but it was an odd
looking fence. There were some pictures; I had a picture. 1
never made a picture of it because I hadn't started making
pictures in those days, but I wouldn't know where to get a
picture of that. , o

SB: That was just small pole, or was that split rail?
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CC: No, it wasn't cut up- or split. It was trees. A lot of
them were eight, eighteen inches in diameter. : ‘ -
SB: Eighteen inches--that's a fairly good sized log.

CC: They'd stake those iﬁto position and put these small ones
on top.of them.

SB: So they'!'d put great big ones down at the bottom, and they'd
Cross w1th smaller poles.

CC: They didn't. . . . They just more or less threw them one
on top of the other, helter-skelter,

SB: How long were these logs? Were they like 16 feet long,
20 feet long? '

-CC: Sometimes a whole tree length from the base up to. . .
The side limbs were trimmed off. I suspect most of the logs
in that improvised fence were ten to thirty feet long.

SB: How big was that area? It was an acre or twb?r

CC: About an acre, I would guess.

SB: What kind of gate was there? Was there any kind of.gate5

CC: They'd Just pull a log out of positionand drive the cattle
in and pull it back in p051t10n.

SB: Did they water the cattle when they were there?

CC: I don't know. I suspect that they watered them, but it
would have been difficult., That was several hundred yards

from Moore Spring. It never occurred to me what they did about
water, I don't know if they carried water to them or what.

- SB: Just left them. Did the cattle and sheep Jjust water at
Moore Spring and the spring at Sheep Pen Gap, Just at those

springs that were just off the high ridge?

CC: Yes. _ 7

SBE They jﬁst went down to water whén théy wanted it.

CC: Oh, ves. ‘

SB: Was there much erosion around the springs due to anlmals
watering there? :

CC: Not enough to. . . . It was negligible.
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SB: Did YQu worry about drinking the water in those days,
coming out of those springs? , o .

CC: Moore Spring is one of the finest springs that I ever saw.
The water came out from under a rock and bubbled up good and
strong even in dry periods., I have been up there when there
had been no rain for weeks, and still it was flowing good and
strong. Because it's probably a few hundred feet lower ‘than

 the elevation of Gregory and all that grassy area absorbed the

water, and it fed that spring. . . . I never saw it when it was
anything less than a good flow of water, and I've had several
friends agree that that was the best mountain spring they ever
saw. Lots of the springs like the one on LeConte, for in--
stance, the water, in a wet season the water would come out
way up here,; and in a dry season it would come out down maybe

a hundred yards, two hundred yards lower, depending on the
ground water table. :

SB: When was the first time you remember anyone‘picking blue-
berries or serviceberries on Gregory or Spence? E o

cC: I don't seem to associate blueberries or huckleberries -
or any of those with Gregory. ‘

SB: The blueberries there are exgéllent now.

" CC: Yes, but I suspect, but I-couldn't proﬁe it . .:. I suspect

that they came in after the grazing stopped; I don't know.

SB: Do you know when they might have come in, like '40's,
'501s, '60's? | '

CC: No. As a matter of fact, I don't remember seeing any
myself even after the grazing had been stopped. Soon after
grazing was stopped, the grass, which had been, oh, three,
four inches tall usually, almost immediately it was knee high,
Just not long after the grazing was stopped.

.SB: Do you ever remember people digging up azaleas from |

Gregory or planting azaleas from Gregory or the settlers maybe
fiddling with them? '

CC: Never heard of any vandalism of that sort whétsoever.
SB: What did the settlers, you know, the locél people, think

of the azaleas? Did you ever hear any of them talk about the.
azaleas on Gregory or mention them at all?

| CC: T think they just took them for granted. I don't know if

they were . . . They just grew up with it, you know. They
were there. They didn't seem to . . . : -

SB: Do you ever remember. . . . Were there any bears around
the balds when you were up there? :
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CC: We didn't see any bears in the Park until years and years
after we'd been hiking. T remember once coming off of Spence
Field shortly after we left the Bote Mountain Road, the trail
swings around to the left, as you know, and we had a glimpse

- of a bear running off the trail down to the right through
there. And then another time, T don't remember where this was,
we came around a curve or bend, and we saw young sassafras
trees spring up, somebody had them down, and we could see bear
tracks around there. They had them pulled down. They had been
eating the fruits off the sassafras. :

v o, -

SB: When was this?

CC: Oh, that was probably along the mid-thirties, but we I
didn't begin to see bears until a long time after the Park was
established. We would see tracks. I've seen tracks of them
in the snow sometimes, which indicates they don't sleep soundly
all winter. Some people said maybe they walk in their sleep,
but I doubt that. But anyway, I've seen bear tracks in the
snow in the wintertime., When you got within sight or hearing '
distance or smell, they'd take off. They were afraid of people. I
They had been hunted , '
The. hunting had prevailed in there, and the hunters used

dogs, and they had killed them down to the point where there
was relatively few bear, relatively few deer left when the Park
was established, and it took years for the bears to accept man
as not being an enemy. First it became evident along the road
to Newfound Gap, and there it was the fact that they were being
- fed, tossing food out, which was a violation of Park regula-

tlons, but it was praotlced pretty widely. And one woman was
feeding a bear, and she ran out of food, and the bear didn't l
understand, and she started back to her car, and the bear fol-
lowed and almost tore her dress off of her.

SB: S0 you remember' any. . . . 50 the herders, then, ‘had very I
few problems with bears or . . .
CC: I never heard of any problem, and I doubt if they did l
“have because, as I say, the bears had been hunted so ruthlessly
and s0 extensurely that they were afraid of man. I
SB: Did you ever hear any stories about panthers or wolves
up around the balds or in those areas taking sheep?-
CC: Oh, I've heard people talk about hearing them, but I al- l
ways suspected that what they were hearing was a great horned
owl, maybe not a great horned owl. One of the owls makes a
noise like a woman screaming or a panther. I doubt very much I
- 1f during my lifetime there were any panthers or any of the
~cats left in the Smokies. Bobcats, yes, I've seen a few, very
few, but not any of the big cats. : l
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SB: They used to turﬁ their hogs loose in those déys,  D0 you
remember any damage by the hogs on the lower streams or around
the balds? ‘ ‘ : :

CC:  No, I don't know of any. They'd mark their ears so they'd
separate their hogs from their neighbor's hogs. They could-
identify their own stock in the fall when they brought them in,
same as cattle, They were intermixed while they were grazing
on top. I never saw. . . . I don't know when I ever saw any
hogs on Gregory. I'm not sure that I ever did, but very few
would get up that high, I'm sure. ' : :

SB: They stayed down in the lower coves mostly.
CC: . Yes.

SB:  What about Andrews? When was the first time you ever
visited Andrews? - o

CC: It was a. few years after 1925. I didn't get down there
until three or four years, maybe, after we started hiking.
There wasn't any road out to Clingman's Dome then, and it was

a pretty good hike. As a matter of fact, there wasn't any road

“to Newfound Gap in those days. - B

FPirst time I ever saw Newfound Gap, it was a forested
meadow and had spring beauties growing up so densely--And. by
the way, at a distance a spring beauty looks white; you don't
see that little pink vein in it--but it almost looked like a
patch of snow on the ground in Newfound Gap before they built

'~ the road there.

But to get to Clingmen's Dome in those days you'd start.
hiking pretty close to where the Park Headquarters is now and
hike up. I made only one hike up and back the same day, and
that was tremendously hard, but usually we'd spend one night
on top. I remember three different towers on Clingman's. One
was built by the Forest Service before the Park. It became
unsafe for use, and the Park Service built one with zig-zag
steps. That first one, it went up the corners in improvised
steps, and most people were afraid to go up. And you just
went through a hole in the floor of the thing and pulled your-
self around. It was really dangerous., Most people didn't go
up. But then when the Park Service built its first and only
wooden tower, there they had zig-zag steps leading up to a
platform about the size of a living room. Then as that began
to get shaky, they replaced it with the present tower.

SB:  So when . . .

CC: The mountains are very different since grazing stopped.
The forest encroachment on Gregory had made many of us fear
that the azaleas and those fine views would be crowded out.
I believe you indicated you'd never seen Cades Cove from up.
there. ‘ '
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SB: Can't see Cades Cove from Gregory.

CC: In .the early days we got some beautiful views of Cades
Cove from near the east end of Gregory. Used to be a little-
pile of rocks and a pole on the very highest point with a
marker. That was closer to the east end than it was to the
west end of the bald. There we got good views of the Cove,
and I would like to see that view restored.

SB: But you could stand on the ground and see the Cove,
could you?

CC: Oh, yes. That was the only thing you could stand on.
There was nothing else up there., B

SB: You didn't have to c¢limb a tree or anything?
CC: No trees to climb.

SB:  Well, let'!'s get back to Andrews.. What did it look like’
the first time that you saw it? What were the.edges like?
Were they like the edges of Gregory? Now, that's got spruce
forest up behind it. . ‘ ,

CC: Spruce forest instead of the oak and beech. 4nd also
Andrews has some, I mean in addition to azaleas, has some very
fine purple rhododendrons, and scattered spots have some very
fine orchids. - -

SB:  The rhododendron and the mountain laurel and the azaleas .
were there at the time you visited that bald?

CC: Yes, that's right. And I helped get out the book Great
Smoky Mountains Wildflowers, and the picture on the second
edition, the enlarged edition, of that was rhododendron made
on Andrews Bald. ‘ ' : '

SB: Were there any serviceberries on the bald or around the
outside edge at that time? ' ‘ -

CC: Perhaps around the outside, outside the edge. One other
thing was on there--some haw. A few haw trees were.in there.

' SB: Were there anylhaw trees on. . . . You're talking about
hawthorn? . ‘

'CC: On Andrews Bald., None on Gregory.

SB: There were none on Gregory, and there were none on Spence
at that time? : ‘

CC: . No. There was some serviceberry on Spence;
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SB: How big were they?

CC: Oh, they were twenty feet tall, six inches in dianeter,
perhaps; - ‘ ’ . . .

SB: ‘Out in the middle of the field somewhere or around near
the edges? R : :

CC: Off toward the west end, Tenhessee side, just a few.

SB: But you don't remember exactly what the situation was on
Andrews, whether there were any serviceberry out in the middle -
up there? o : :

cC: T don't remember any serviceberry. Certainly wouldn't
say there weren't any, but I don't recall seeing them.

SB: Were there any firs or spruces out in the center of

- Andrews?

CC: One or two isolated away from the regular sprucerfir
forest. There were one or two standing out alone in the grassy
ared, not many. : :

SB: Just a .couple. Do you remember ever visiting that little
bog, the spring at the far end of Andrews? :

CC: Well, the only spring I visited there was about half way
down and on the west slope. Is that the one you're talking
about? There's some orchids close to that, by the way.

SB: Do you remembér any sundews there? It's got a‘ring of
Sphagnum around it.

CC: I don't remember such details. In the early days of my
hiking I knew almost nothing about the plants, but very soon

I became interested in what I could see and what I could learn
other than just the physical part of hiking, and I had the good
fortune to hike with a number of botanists, and when they. . . .
T developed a rather strong interest in, "What mountain is

that and how do you get there?" and such things. "What plant

is that, and where else might I find it, and why don't I find
it somewhere else?" but hiking several years with those - ‘
botanists, they sensed the fact that I was actually interested,
my questions weren't just superficial idle curiosity; T really
was trying to learn. And it's a rather ridiculous statement,
but I remember hearing Dr. Hessler, who was head of the botany
department at that time, make the statement that I knew a lot
more botany than a lot of people who had completed the four-

year course, and I never studied botany in a classroom in my

‘life. But what little I did know was how to identify a con-
siderable portion of the trees, shrubs, and wildflowers, Just
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by observing and asking questions. You can get a lot of in-
formation if you hike with the right kind of people.

(pause)
SB: This was Dan Myers going to Spence Field? He was 837

CC: Just trylng to think of the date when Jean did that
Well, I'm not going to try to pin down anythlng.

- SB: It was in the thirties, anyway.

CC: An interesting thing came to 1light. We always felt that
Gregory Bald and maybe Thunderhead were natural balds for a
long time. Other mountaintop meadows we were pretty sure was
not; we were pretty sure it was cleared. And talking with Dan
Myers at that time, this was in the thlrtles, along the mid-
thirties, at that time he was 83 years old, and he told us he
made his first trip to Spence Field as a boy, the place we now
call Spence ['ield. He said he was 16 years old. And at that
time, the place we then knew and now know as Spence Field was
a beech forest. So there's living evidence that it was cleared.

SB: Did he tell you when it was cleared?

CC: Well, he didn't remember when. He said his memory was

pretty hazy on that, but he did remember he was 16 years old,
and it was a forest not a grassy area 11ke it later became.
And now the trees are crowding in there.

SB: We could probably figure it out. What date was your
daughter born? When was your daughter born? :

CC: She Was born in 1918 and .

SB:  So if she was a senior in high school, she was probably
17 years old : -

CC: 1936, maybe but I did work that out once to get the date
that he was referring to, but I don't see any reference to it
where I thought I had it.

SB: Well, that's good enough. I think I can work it backwards.
CC: We do know, well of course you've seen evidence that
Russell Field was cleared. Few stumps still left there. I've
seen an old hay rake in Russell Field.

' SB: So that was farmed at'one'point°

CC: And I suspect that Spence Field might have been.

SB: _What did they grow up there when they were farm1ng°'
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CC: Maybe mostly grass. I think it was just grass. I didn't
know what else. I never saw any Crops growing up there.

First time I saw Russell Field, it had already been cleared,
but stumps were still standing, stumps two feet high. But 1
never saw any indication whatsoever on Gregory or on top of

- the high points of any other balds of any clearing. Probably.

might have been cleared way back, or it might have been fire,
but whatever caused them to be bald in the first place, it's a
definite fact, that we know, the grazing is what kept them
open, because immediately when they stopped grazing, the grass
instead of being three or four inches high, that first summer
it was knee high, and it has never been shorter than that
since then, Jjust a tangle of knee high grass. ‘

‘ SB:‘ So.yQu'were there the summer they stopped-grazihg.

CC: And many times after that.

SB: Were there as many cattle there towards the end as
there were earlier on? ‘ ;

CC: Well, of course I ., . .

End'of-tapé

Transcribed by William Morgan and Mary Lindsay
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Interview with Randolph Shields, Professor of Botany at
o Maryville College :
Interviewed by Susan Bratton, May 28, 1975

R5: . . . born in Cades Cove, 1913.

SB: Okay. This is on grassy balds on which you are probably

much more of an expert than I am. I think the first question
that we're interested in is what kinds of livestock were up
on the ridge in the pre-park days and what sheep, cattle,
what were the relative proportions, how many head, approxi-

- mately, were there? ‘ .

RS: I can't answer those questions as precisely as you would
like., I do know that the sheep, cattle, and hogs, to a cer-
tain extent, plus other livestock such as the horses and mules
were there. As far as the number of head is concerned, I have
no idea how to try and relate things except that, of course,
the horse and the mule population was much less than the
others, and generally speaking they were from the Cove, more
of those from the Cove, I suppose, than from outside the Cove.
They usually did not put them up on the mountain until after -
the crops were laid by, about the middle of July. Then the
mules and horses were taken up to the mountain tops and kept
there until they were brought off in the fall, and they
stayed, of course, pretty close around on the balds. The
sheep also stayed on the crests. Theéy didn't wander off. The
cattle were the ones that were.very bad to wander off, of
course. Generally speaking, they would stay together in in-
dividual herds. Most owners would put a bell on one of their
cows, and those that were associated with that particular cow’
would stay with her. This is the way, of course, the herders
would locate them when they wandered off the mountain, was
from the bell, and they would go off and -drive them back up.
They tended to wander very badly, cattle did. But as far as
the balds are concerned, I suppose the biggest impact of

- course was from sheep and not so much from cattle, and this
may have been why: Cattle tended to wander off a great deal
because they don't like to graze around where there was
sheep, or at least they don't seem to.

SBE ‘Were there any differences from bald to bald in the
types of animals that were brought up there or the way the
herding was done? :

RS: I don't think so, as far as I know. Of course the ones
I'm familiar with are those arcund Cades Cove, and from what
I hear about Silers Bald and Andrews and the others, they"
were pretty much the same. :

SB: Do you know what breeds of cattle were most dommoniy'
used: : : .
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RS: Well, ah, back in those days most of them, I suppose,
were general mixtures., Of course some dairy people out here
in the valley would bring their dairy herd up that were dry,
of course, during the summer months and put them out, but
mostly they were beef cattle, the Angus and Herefords,
general mixtures. ‘ o

The concept of raising purebred cattle did not come into
vogue in this general area until, well, about the time or
after they started driving them to the mountains. The herds

I remember seeing as a boy in the Cove were just mixed herds.

And the people in the Cove didn't go in for pure breed stuff
until the 1930's which was about the time when they .couldn't
herd them on the mountain anymore. o .

 SB: When did they take them up to the mountain, and when did
. they bring them down? ‘

RS: The cattle went to mountains usually early in April.
One of the signs that they used to go by was when what they
call the lamb's tongue was, got a good crop of that, then
there was something- for them to graze. '

SB: What is lamb's tongue? Do you know what the scientific
name 1is? - - : - - :

RS: Erythronium americapnum.

SB: Oh, really? Several people have mentioned that to me
and I didn't . ... o S

RS: Yeah, that's trout lily.
SB: So the cattle eat lamb's tongue, then?
RS: Yes, oh yes. -

SB: What else do they graze of those vernal plants? Do they
graze Claytonia and ah . . . ,

RS: I wouldn't know about that. -0f course Claytonia is not
Clintonia at least . . .prevalent in the higher altitude beech
forest of course, . . : but I just don't know.

- (interruption)

SB: Back to food items.

RS: 'Most of tﬁe.. . . Well the cress and stuff that grows
along in the wetter areas, you see, and the saxifrage too, -

the brook lettuce, and those types of things were grazed,

at the lower altitudes and earlier. Of course the big cattle
drive didn't get started to the top of the mountaing until
May when the grasses and everything came out, and then of.

\
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course the gathering of cattle started usually around the
first of September, the first week of Seplember, and the
general rule of thumb was to bring them off the mountaln by
the flrst of October.

SB: Did they have to bring them down that early because of
~ the weather, or was the grass Jjust finished?

- RS: No, it wasn't +the weather as much as. . . . Well, maybe
it was the weather to a degree, because the frost up there
of course is early and a lot of frost-killed plants are not
palatable, and some of them even are poisonous to cattle,
and there's one plant particularly that they wanted to avoid
their cattle eating as much as possible and this was the
black snakeroot

SB: Black snakeroot rather than whlte snakeroot°
RS: Well, probably both of them.  Black snakeroot is the

one that they worried more about than any of the others, ah,
which produce milk sickness.

SB: Now it's black snakeroot rather than white snakeroot¢ It

is not Eupatorlum rugosum, it's . . . what is it?

RS: Clmlcufuga racemosa.

SB: Oh, I usually call that black cohosh.
RS: " 0Oh, black cohdsh, well . . ;
SB: Joint weed, ah ., ., .

RS: Cimicifuga and the Eupatorium both of course don't frost
kill as quick as the others and after frost kill would be the
only green stuff, herbage, down in the forest partlcularly,
and the cattle seem to really go for 1t when it is the only
green stuff around. .

SB- Dld you ever hear of any p01son1ng problems with chentra

in early spring?

RS: Yes, oh yes. Not in the Smokies because I don't think

‘you have enough of Dicentra concentrated enough for the cattle.

to eat it, in those areas particularly. Out in southwest
Virginia when I taught up there, it was a very common spring

- thing down on the limestone bluffs. They were kind of pas-
tures and the bluffs were not fenced out, and sometimes you'd
get acres and acres of Dicentra on those limestone bluffs,

Of course, the Dicentra never killed any cattle, but it would
give them the staggers., A common name for it was staggerweed.
That is what the farmers called 1t
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SB:- Do you remember incidents of milk sickness in the Cove?
RS~ " Oh, yes, yes.

SB" Do you remember any cattle going down or any people
having that9

RS: I have heard of people when I was a kid. At least they
got sick, and it was called milk sickness. Cattle, yes, Fact
ig the last cattle that was herded on the Gregory Bald area
was in 1935. They was supposed to have kept them off the
bald, but they didn't. . « And it was John W. Oliver's

‘cattle. He insisted on runnlng his cattle up there until the

last minute and one of his cousins herded the cattle, and one
of his sons herded there. They had a cabin at Doe Knob and
they were running them there up Ekaneetlee and that area, and
they were supposed to keep them away from the bald. 1934 was
the last season that was herded, herded on the bald legally,
that is.

But John Oliver .run his up there, he had about 25 or 30
head and had those boys up there taking care of them, and he
didn't get them off until about the middle of October and he
lost over half of them to milk sickness.

SB. Really The Eupatorium is much worse at certain times
of year. I was discussing that with Boney Myers and he ‘
couldn't remember very many cows getting milk sickness. He
could remember driving a few, one had dropped dead,it was
beginning to tremble. And he said to the fellows that were
driving it that they'd better let it cool down and they
didn't allow it to. . . . But he said he didn't think it was
that common, and he didn't know why it was caused, and I -
suggested it was white snakeroot, and he said well if it was
white snakeroot every cow on that mountain should have had
it, had the milk sickness. So you think it was a seasonal
th1ng9 . : ‘

R3: I think it was a seasonal thing because they didn't . .. .
the cattle that I am familiar with up there and I worked
with, ah, wouldn't eat the stuff in the summertime, at least
there was no evidence of any browsing of it at all, and

until the frost killed everything else, they would eat every-
thing else and leave it standing there green, and it is one
of the last things to frostklll

SB: Now, this is Cimiofuga.

'RS: Cimicifuga.

‘SB: . What about the Eupatorium?
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‘RS: Oh, the Eupatorium. Most of those are usually mixed in
this forest. They were probably eating both of them, I don't
know, because usually they are found pretty well together. _
Another thing they worried about with the cattle getting off
low in the coves because that is where more of those thlngs

were of course.

SB: Yeah, thls is the black cohosh again and not the
Eupatorlum so much down there.

(FolloW1ng section of tape between parentheses was removed to

repair tape)

(SB: Because there is a lot of it down there.

RS°' A great fear late in the fall particularly in September

if they didn't get 'em rounded up (unintelligible) did every-
thlng they p0531bly could to keep the cows fronm going low.

SB: Was there grass up there at that time? Could they have
left them up there longer?

RS: Oh, yes. The grass (unintelligible) short and, ah, I

don't know whether it would have enough forage or not for them.

SB: How low down did they graze that grass?

RS Well, out on the bald, well again it was sheep that con-
trolled that more than anythlng else, those balds looked like
they'd been mowed by a lawnmower,

SB: So the grass is probably, what, an inch, two 1nches hlghQ ,

RS: An 1nch, inch and a half, sometlmes like that yes,
SB: It was matted pretty much?
RS: Yeah. It was beautiful. And actually it was a park, an

open tree park between the balds and down the ridges from the -

balds.

SB: Did the sheep and cattle nip off seedllngs and shoots of

- woody plants out along those edges?

RS: Oh, no doubt they would have. No doubt that's what kept
them, of course, L think that was shown pretty well by the |
work that was done up on Roan Mountain in the early fifties
by Brown from East Tennesee State--do you have his work? He
started the study there and no one's followed through for
very long, but it was far enough to know. He fenced off an
area there in the middle of the bald to keep grazing off of '
it, and in a couple of years the stuff was covered.
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SB: Thlnklng agaln of -the flora, was there much Potentllla
or Rumex, out on those areas, the sheep sorrel, at that time?
Some of those low matty plants that are very common up there
now? .

RS: I wouldn't have any memory about that but (unintelligible)
service weren't conspicuous as far as I was concerned.

© 8B: What about blueberries and blackberries? Gregory right

now is for picking blueberries. What was the. situation back

. when you were a boy? You must remember about blueberries.

. RS: Why ves, there were practlcally no blueberries on those

open balds. Again, T think grazing kept them out, grazing

stock.. We did all our blueberry picking on the plne slopes.

SB: And I would say that blueberries on Gregory are much
better than the blueberries on plney 510pes.

RS: Well, many plney slopes where the blueberries they're

: practlcally gone because of a lack of fire. Oh, I think the

deer, I don't know exactly how much they browse, but there's
probably some. indication they help, at least keep blueberries
cropped back up there to new sprouts. The blueberry produc—
tivity depends on the growth of these sprouts. This is why
the natives used fire, on those. south slopes was used to
produce blueberry crops. They didn't burn naturally as they
used to say. BEvery third year somebody came along and set. a
fire to produce a good blueberry crop for next year. .

SB: - Do you remember any blooming - serv1ceberr1es out on the
open balds from some of your early trips up there or plcklng
the blueberries ever? ‘

RS: . No, no.

SB: Not at Spence even?.

RS: Well now, Spence I'm not too famlllar with., I wasn't'up
there much when I was a kid. .

SB: But none on Andrews?

' RS: Well, on the other balds like Gregory there were service-

berries when I was growing up. They were all down on the lower
slopes. There was just nothing growing out on those open balds.

SB: What about service around the edges° The edges at all.
Was that oakQ . ‘

" 'RS: Mostly what was around the edges was oak and chestnut,

a lot of chestnuts, big chestnut trees around. We used to go
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‘up there at night in Sheep Pen Gap and pick u§ 100 busheis of
chestnuts between the balds and around the balds. - ‘

SB: How much of that was open? Now Sheep Pén‘Gap~has; right
at the areas where the trails intersect, there is mostly
small pole yellow birch at the moment. Was that completely
open: . ‘ - , .

RS: That was completely open. That was an open park and of
“course the large oak trees standing there now and the remnants
of chestnut trees, some of them are still around, that were

in that area and it was open park. '

SB: How far, to Parson's?

RS: Oh, all the way to Parson's. Of course you could Jjust
see it was open park Do you know where the cache is out
there? , : : = _ . .

SB: The fire cache?

RS: Well; it's a camping cache, really. The Park Service main-
tained it for quite a while at a spring which was between the
balds about a quarter of a . . .. : ‘ : '

SB: When'you come up to the intersection and drop Qvér ridge?

RS: No, there's no drop over at all, or you when you're -
coming up Sheep Pen Gap, you're coming up that way, Sheep Pen
Gap,. turn right towards Parson's and a quarter mile out there
a trail goes back to the right and leads to the cache. They
used to have a tent and camping equipment, cooking equipment, .
canned goods, and everything like that. Emergency cache was
what it probably was when the crew got called in after some
activity . . . manage to use--I don't know where they main-
tained the other or not. What they did was to, well, one was
a confiscated bear trap, which they used and another one which
~they made, they Jjust took big drums and rdélled them and welded
the ends, made a door . . . pretty well mouse proof, rat proof
and so forth, but I used it in summer of '62 I guess when I
worked for the Park Service, I used it, and I don't know how
long they maintained it. --Well, anyhow there was a cabin
there, Nate Burchfield had a cabin in that spot and a clearing
in that area and somé gardening, and you could stand at the
crest going toward Parson's where the present trail’ is, and
see his cabin over there about three; four hundred yards,
but now you can't see anything. And down the ridge if you
recall, with the area coming up the Hannah Mountain Trail

- from Panther Gap, by the time you reach Panther Creek Gap,
pretty well from there all the way to the top is open park
type grove, and grass all underneath. Some patches of that
grass are still pretty extensive there. That whole area in
the spring of '6l, or '62, I've got some pictures of it, they
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had an ice storm up-thefe, just a belt up there around under

those balds, between the balds that looked like a mortar bar-

rage had hit that area. Now the tree tops all that was broken
fell off and, of course that is what has happened repeatedly
over the last several hundred years, but this also was an eX-

planation of the bizarre growth of some of.those trees up

there. And at that time, before that ice storm, that was
still fairly open forest, but then all those tops, tree limbs
falling in there which have just made it almost impossible to
get through and that seemed to accentuate it to a degree . . .
probably opening up the undergrowth, particularly the shrubby
undergrowth; the Viburnum, things like that, but that used to
be just parkland over the whole top. -

SB: How tall were the trees, say at the edge of the bald at

that time? - N .
RS: Well, they were, um, not much different from what the
full mature trees are now. If you are very careful you can
walk there on the edge of the bald, that is, what used to be
the edge, all the way around by following the big trees.
Everything up in front of those, that are up above those,
have come onto the bald in the last forty years.

SB: I think I know . . . little ones; the larger ones are
usually oaks, in between that are usually different species,
yellow birch, service berry, etc. You could see the Cove from

“the eastern end of Gregory. . Could you see the Cove from the

western end?

RS: "No, not back on the western slope; it'd be impossible
to see from thé bald, the Cove goes in the other direction.
But down on the eastern slope, yes, you could see, the fact
is as I was talking to one of my cousins, not long ago,
talking about how that had grown up, because he said he
hadn't been:to the bald, oh, since 1940, until you couldn't
recognize it now, if he went up there. He said they used to
stand on the bald there and look through the driveway and

 their barn in Cades Cove which. . . . But I know standing
'in my backyard when I was a kid growing up, you could see the

bald, the grassy bald. You can't see any grass on the bald
from.the Cove as far as I know. - , |

. SB: Where*were'theré structures 1like fences, cabins, gardens?

RS: .Well, in the Gregory Bald area one of the original
cabins supposedly dates back to the 1850's; well, I don't
know if it could have prior to that. It was then on the
North Carolina side of the Rich Gap area which was commonly
known as the gant lot, where you top out going over the
Gregory Ridge, and it was down on the North Carolina side,
there was a spring near Moore Spring. But on the gap you're
talking about where you top out, Russell Gregory was supposed
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to have built a cabin, garden, and he set out fruit trees but
he didn't live there very long. -There also was houses up
Twenty-Mile Branch, down below that hollow on the south

- facing slope of Twenty-~Mile there was a place cleared out and
was cropped and known and the Rye Patch. And down below that
was a herder's cabin that existed for several years, And I
used to go there as a lad and I have some pictures out here
of people at that cabin.' And then of course the gant lot was
fenced--that't where they gathered the cattle and roundéd them
~up in the fall, sorted them out to various owners. And the
sheep pen was also fenced. .

SB: Was the sheép:pen at Sheep Pen Gap?
RS: Yes, right. | . |
SB: Sheep Pen Gap--was it closer to the camp or right at the.
ridgetop? Was that right where the campsite is now near the

intersection of the trails or was it closer to the spring down
below there? ' :

RS: Well, it was right there in the Gap.
SB: It was right at the ridgetop.

'RS: Right. |

SB: How big was that sheep pen? 3

RS: Oh, probably half an acre. (Inaudible mumbles). The -
herder's cabin in the late 20's and early '30's, up to 1934,
was on the Tennessee side of Gregory Bald. That was acces-
sible from two areas, from what we called the Fork Ridge

- Trail which is now the Gregory Ridge Trail, and as you're
ascending the crest and then you start around the slope in the

gap, you turn to the right there and went back about a quarter

of a mile, there's a trail and there's a cabin there. From

Panther Creek Gap from the other side, the trail was half way

between Panther Gap and the bald, to go from the crest of the
~ mountain down to that cabin site we used to would as you come
‘up from Moore Cabin Spring and reach the crest of the ridge
you just cross.over there and drop off there to that cabin
site which was maintained. And they had a big garden there,
potatoes and cabbage mostly. These things would do very well
and they had to fence those of course, to keep the cattle
out L] L IR J . ' . ’ '

SB: Just split rail? , |
"RS: Yeah, they didn't split rails, they cut poles. The Rye .
Patch was fenced,; I can remember when it was fenced and it

was. cropped, Wheat and rye was both raised there. People
tried to raise corn, corn didn't do very well up at those
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| -altitudes, Ilouppoue because of the cold nlghtu but vege-

table crops, cabbages, potatoes, things like that, did very
well. They'd usually grow enough to, the herders would in
their gardens, to give their own food late 1n the summer
and . . (unlntelllglble) e e ,

SB: Was any food brought up to them from the Cove?
RS:. Ch, yes.‘

SB: What supplles were brought up and who brought them?

RS: Well, the herder himself probably would come off, maybe
on weekends or- sometimes every other weekend or somethlng and .
haul back his, whatever food he needed. All crops weren't
raised there--had to be hauled up. Their diet was not the
most variable.in the world, but consisted mostly of corn-
bread, fatback, and beans and potatoes, things like that that
were easy to cook when men had to do their own cooking. And -
of course they did kill animals for meat through the summer .
squirrels and there was always a big red squirrel crop along
that mountain, up there, of course, they called them. boomers,
and the summer that I spent on the mountain, the summer of
1934, Kermit Caughron at that time was herding up there, and
mostly his cattle, very few people from outside were bringing
their cattle up. I graduated from college about the last
week in May and I Jjust put a pack of grits on my back and .
let out--I lived in Walland at the time, and walked through
the mountalns and on up to there and stayed up there pretiy
much all summer. I still had folks 11v1ng in Cades Cove; -

my grandmother and aunt were there and I'd go off to the Cove
and get food from time to time. At least, my share of the
food, and Kermit would go off and bring up food too. But we
kllled we never went out in the day without taking a rifle
with us and any game we saw was fair game. Turkeys, - by the
middle of July, the turkeys was good eating size. and they'd
come out on the bald late in the evening to chase grass-
hoppers and various insects that lived in the grass.

SB: There were still lots of turkeys around in the thirties?

RS: Oh yes. I don't think Kermit or I, either one, will ever
forget the time we went off down Twenty—Mlle looking for some
cattle that strayed off, and we were. coming back up what's

now call Long Hungry Rldge . « « used to be a nice trail up

. there, pretty steep and we met a big gobbler coming down the

trail. Turkeys are sort of like DC-3's or something, they
got to have a pretty long runway before they can take off,
Well, we surprlsed him, of course he was coming down,- comlng
around a bend in the trail, and we just met. Well, it was a
1ittle brushy along the side of the trail so he didn't
attempt to take off, he just decided he had to turn around
and head back up the trail, you see, to get up enough speed



Shields 11

80 he could take off. And we just almost caught that old
gobbler, until he hit a cleared space along the side of the
trail where he took off to the side. We chased him, I guess,
for a hundred yards up that trail trying to catch him. But
we did get young turkeys. We'd have to slip out, of course,
- around the edge of the bald and come right up from the cabin
late in the evening and get ourselves a young turkey for
supper. ‘

SB: Were there any problems with bears bothering the cattle
~or sheep at that time? Were they too afraid of people?

R3: No. Well, the bear population was, of course pretty
sparse. Particularly, well, I suppose anywhere in the Park
it was sparse, but particularly in the western end of the
Park, it was Jjust a very rare occasion that a bear would show
up in that area. ' Most of the bear hunting was done by the
people in Cade's Cove went back to Thunderhead and back that
area and beyond there. There's where the bear hunting was
done, back when I was growing up at least. .But in there,
every once in & while the herder would report a bear-killed
sheep or something like that, but it was very rare.

SB: Do‘you ever recall any stories about panthers or wolves
bothering sheep or cattle that people were keeping up high =
or down low? - -

RS: No, the panther story, at least that was told was at _
the Spence Field. And one of the Sparkses was lerding cattle
up there at the time and there was, he was supposed to have
had an encounter, an encounter with a female, had some pups,
cubs and he slashed, he supposedly slashed it with a knife,
and then somebody, a couple of years later, killed one quite
a distance from there that had a cut in the same general
region. And that was about the last, and that was around
1902, something like that. And in this century at least, I
doubt if there's been any panthers at all in the mountains.

SB: Do you remember any older stories going back about
panthers on the balds or wolves on the balds?

RS: " Oh, no, not wolves, I never heard any stories of wolves.
However, some records which you've run across.in the county -
courthouse there were bounties being paid by the state and
in the 1830's and 1840's wolf scalps were turned in from the
Cade's Cove, but not very many. So I'd say about 1840 saw
the last of the wolves in the area. The state was paying
three dollars a scalp for wolf scalps in those days. My
grandfather, my great-grandfather, I guess it was, had an
encounter with a mountain lion, rather as he called it
"painter," that raided his barn and tried to carry off a
newborn calf, But--which he killed with a knife. That was .
probably in the 1870's. ‘
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SB:  So there were never any real predator problems on the
baldsO , ‘

RS: 'No, no. -

SB: ‘What about 11ghtn1ng kills?

RS: ,Now lightning kills was somethlng else, now every .once
in a while they would kill whole herds of sheep. ‘When I was

a small lad, I guess seven or eight years old, we had some
sheep .on the mountain and a lot of other people did, too.

And at Ekaneetlee Gap--now that whole area back through there,

too, -was park, along the top as well, the whole area was -
grazlng, and we would simply take our sheep up Ekaneetlee
Creek and just leave them up there in the gap, and they would
Just graze back and forth along the crest.

SB: Did anyone tend them at all?

RS: Oh yes, they were under supervision of the herder, theé
Gregory Bald herder in that area. He ranged out as far as
Ekaneetlee Gap and then the Lawsons usually maintained their.
own herder at their area up there. Actually, I don't kriow

if the Lawsons ever had anyone living up there or not looking

after their cattle, but they had the area, from Ekaneetlee
Gap back to Russell Field pretty well was Lawsons' territory,
Lawson family's, and they useéd it for their own cattle.

But one summer they, word got off to us, at least a herder

came off and told my grandmother that lighthing had killed -
most of our sheep and some others tooc, at Ekaneetlee Gap.

This was probably late in the summer. So my grandmother took

all of us kids and my aunt and started early one morning,
and we went up to Ekaneetlee Gap and pulled the wool off all

' those dead sheep. They'd been dead long enough until the

hair had loosened up very well. Of course. they didn't smell
very well either, but she salvaged the wool from the sheep.

SB: Were the sheep kept primarily for wool, or did you ever
eat mutton?

RS: Oh yes, primarily for wool, but we ate it. Usually
lambs in the summertime, part of the so-called summer meat.
You see we only ate mutton and beef in the summertime. It
was very seldom, we practically never killed beef or sheep in
the wintertime. That was all hog meat in'the-wintertime;

SB: Was any of thé wool ever sold, or was it all used
locally? :

RS: Well, a11 that I can recall, well, of course our famlly
we Just used it. We never had enough My grandmother just
had enough sheep to provide her with the wool that ‘was
necessary for her own use.
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SB: How many head was that?
R3S: Oh, I don't think it ever exceeded fifteen.

SB: Did many other famllles in the Cove sort of come up with
about ten or fifteen?

RS:- Yes, they Jjust ah . . . as far as sheep was concerned.
and cattle the majority of families in Cades Cove, they main-
tained only that which was necessary for their own use. Now
a few of the larger landowners like the Myers brothers . . .
~at least in this country gtill growing up and prior to that
- there were still a few families that had large acreage and
could maintain cattle herds for the market.

SB- S0, say your famlly didn't drlve, dldn't keep cattle for
~the market?

RS: No.
SB:  And when did they‘do the sheep shearing? _
RS: FEarly in the spring, before they went to the mountains.

SB: Before they were taken up, and left to develop a full
.coat through the winter, and they were brought down again

the same time as the cattle and put on pasture down in the

Cove. And the families would just maintain a certaln amount 5

of sheep and . . .

RS: Yes, yes, that's all. You see, the amount of land owned
by individual farmers in there was relatively small and the-
acreage wasn't such that it would support large herds of
animals. And so they just maintained just what was. essential
for their own use as far as food and the wool and other parts
were concerned. ‘

SB: Did many- families send cattle to Knoxv111e for sale? Did
everybody partlclpate in drives9

RS: No, I think only those that had, that raised for the
~market: Caughrons, and the Myers Brothers, Charlie and
Goldman, and coming up, Andrew Shields, George Shields and
Dave Sparks. - These were the principal large farmers that had
- enough acreage that would support a herd of cattle for the
market Those were the big farmers, at least in this country.

SB: What did-the herders'do¢ What were their respons1b111t1es9

RS: Thelr responsibilities were to see that the cattle: were
kept together, within the range, and kept salted. Salt was -
the important thing, and salt was also used to at least entice
the cattle to stay -along the crest of the mountain; they
salted them mainly on the crest.
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SB:  Where were ‘the salt blocks placed relafive to'fhe‘beldS? ‘

RS: Well, they weren't blocks, they dldn't use blocks. " Loose
salt was used and it was put on rocks and logs and the saltlng
rocks and salting logs. . . . On Gregory Bald, for exampile,. '
on the southwest slope, I guess I could take you to it, was.
the main salting rock in that area. It was a great. blg flat
rock, Jjust about that high, and over the decades of salting
there was scooped out areas around that rock. Now whether--
it was probably partly from the chemical action of the salt"

‘on the rock plus the action of the cattle licking it out.

And wore out scooped out places. Last time I saw that rock.
was in the early fifties, and at that time' the deer had -
actually excavated that rock practlcally, getting the salt .
out of the soil. I haven't seen it since the early fifties.
I'd like to go back there and see exactly what had happened‘
to it.

SB: I'd like to flnd that rock. That was down in the woods
off the bald? .

RS: Just w1th1n the edge of the woods off the bald.
SB: Oh, yes. That should be easy to flnd 1f it hasn't- rolled
RS: Wouldn't be ‘oo hard to find at all T don't think.

SB: How many saltlng‘31tes were there? Say, around Gregory

Ba1d¢

RS: Well, I wouldn't know Just exactly how many. The only
one we used that summer we were up there.was Just that one =
rock. And then back over in that gap Just above Moore Spring
there -was another flat rock that was used and along the crest
right on Parson's, we had one on there and then back towards

lEkaneetlee, practically every gap would have a log or a rock

SB: How many pounds of salt did they put out each summer or,

say on a per cow basis?

RS: Well, it varled. ‘The. summer that we were up there we'd
always carry in a knapsack, we'd put about twenty pounds of
salt in a knapsack each morning as we started out, visiting
the various areas, and if there was no salt there we'ld put
out a handful or two, you see, and over the period of the-
summer ‘there'd probably be as much as--, I khow we probably
put out three hundred pounds of salt that summer., Once =
back when I was a smaller kid we used to haul the salt up to
the herder and one of my uncles, Joe McCall herded up there
for quite a while and we had an old mule that was very .
docile, and so they let us kids, my brother and I, we put: two
hundred pounds. of salt on the old mule and take the salt up '
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to Uncle Joe, and I don't know how many times in the summer-
time we'd make that trip but we made a few., We'd go to spend
the night and come back the next day. We'd walk up and lead
the old mule carrying the salt and drive him back home. '
SB: So'you'd Just have the salt tied on to a saddle?‘

RS: Yeah~--well it wouldn't be a saddle. Tt was Just . ;';
SB: 'Slung over his back? | |

RS: Slung over his back.

'SB: What did the herder do first thing in the morning, just
go out and . . .

RS: 1Wé11;'the herder got up in the morning, prepared break-

fast, and usually have a work plan worked out, know where he'd

got cattle to look for, something, just make a sometime check
of the range and in particular areas where he wanted to spend
the day and observe and listen for cowbells, and things like
that, see if they'd wandered off and he'd usually pack a
lunch which would be, he'd usually bake big old biscuits in
the Dutch oven for breakfast, fireplace cooking all the time
and then he'd take a slab of meat or something and just stick
it in his pocket for lunch, and then he simply went out there
and worked the area of the range, and then, as I said, prac-
tically every herder I knew out there carried a .22 rifle
hung over 'a shoulder or something or other, and along in the
afternoon sometime he'd try to spend a little time looking
for.a squirrel or something or other to kill for supper, and

he'd try to get back into the cabin an hour or so before dark -

time to cook up a meal and eat supper, and by dark you were
in the sack. ' &

SB: So in the summer esséntially the herder was out all day -

checking the cows and seeing where they were.
RS: Yes, yes.

SB: Did the herders stay out if there were heévy stofms or
did he have problems with the . . . o '

RS: Well, a heavy storm would run the cattle off, so after a
heavy storm you'd have two or three days rounding them up.
Because cattle head for low country in a heavy storm and this
the . . . as they used to say the sheep didn't have any sense
when a storm came up they just huddled together. ‘

SB: And got struck by lightning.
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RS: That's right and get killed when lightning hit 'em, right
out in the open. They never bothered to go under trecs or -
anything else, but cattle would scatter in a storm .and uuuallyi

- after a big storm, a thunderstorm on the mountain, it took .
-two or three days to get them rounded back up, get them back_

up toward the top. Now many times of course the ability to
call cattle was a criterion; I suppose that "ellmlnated" some
cattle herders. They'd stand up on that rldge and call and
after a while you'd hear an answer way down in there some
place or another back there and in another hour here they
come up the rldge towards you-.

SB, What klnd of calls dld they use?

RS: Well ah—oooooo--oahl Something 11ke that, you see and
sort of 10ng loud "who-cow" is what you usually say or S
"sue-cow" or something of that nature., Depends on the indi-
vidual as to what you wanted to use,- and your cattle were
used to it. : They'll answer and usually come in; don't have
to go looking after them, but if they don't and you know
they re down there .. . .

End of tape -gide.

. They seemed to want to go off Twenty-Mile more than they
did. anywhere else, and there were long distances down there
sometimes. You'd get two or three cattle to wander off and
have to spend. . . . Well, Kermit and I spent three days .
looking for three cows that wandered off. . And we finally
found them way down on Twenty-Mlle, found their traok and
tracked them down PR

SB. And- then you Just cut off a sw1tch or somethlng and
drove them back. on to the top? , ,

RS: we11, you don't have to cut off.a switch. All you have
to do is get behind them and start hollerin' at 'em and -
they'd take off. They seem to, it's a kind of interesting -

thing, they seem to . . . you run over a bunch like that,

they tend to look at you suspicious-like and like they got

a guilty feeling, you know, and yell at 'em a time or two 'and
they head right back toward the top -of the mountain, it's no
trouble to get 'em going back. - They seem to know -that they've
done something wrong and head back up the mountain. You get
that feelin', you know, working with them. Some of them,

some cattle herders, for example, Herbert Hodge, about the
best there was. He had, I guess, what musicians would call

'. true pitch. He.could differentiate cowbells for miles and’

know exactly what group of cattle that particular bell was

~with. And all cowbells sound alike to me. I just can't
‘differentiate between pitch.at all hardly, but every cowbell

is different. There's no two cowbells exactly alike, as far
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as the sound they meke is concerned. And they're made so if -
the cow that is wearing the bell is feeding, why then of ‘
course there's a continual clank, clank, clank. But if
‘they're standing chewing cud, they can do that for hours, and-
they weren't making a sound, and every once in a while they'd

shake their head or something or other or shake the flies off

- or something and you'd. know that was happening by the sound
they made with the bell if in the middle of the day and =
they're standing in a creek or something somewhere, close to
a creek chewing, why there's not a sound made for hours.
That's when you sit kind of disgusted and start looking for

-them if they don't answer your call or something like that.

- SB: How frequentiy did that happen, that you had to spend
three days looking for three cows? -

RS: Well, it just happened to us once that summer, but we,
you know how many cows you got and who they belong to, at
least the herder does, and he must keep track of them. He
makes his count, in otheér words, and if he finds there are
two missing of Joe Blow's herd out there, he's got to find
those two cows. g : ‘ ‘ '

.8B: Did they count all the cows every day?

RS: Well, not every day, no, but every time you run into a
bunch’ you counted them and as I said the herds tend to stay
together within the general area, since they're acquainted
with each other they tend to flock and you always make.an-
effort, in other words, to count. They carried a little
pocket notebook which had got the number and who every cow
belonged to and if there's. some sort of earmark or something
like that you've got to. get that recorded so you can identify
~them but after a month of locking at all the cattle and
identifying them, you can see an old cow along the edge, you
know that it belongs to John Smith or something. You recog-
nize them even if you've got two or three hundred of them. -

SB: Do you remember the names of the families that were . . .
were they just Cove families up on Gregory Bald or were there
other families? Were there any from the Carolina side at all?

RS: .No, all that in the history .of herding, as far as I know,
. in that area, unless in the early days some of the Gregory's
~or somebody could have come from the N. C. side. But starting
‘back in the 1880's particularly from them on it was all Cove
families as far as I know. And I have a pretty good list

of those. ' : Lo

SB: Oh‘we haven't talked about azaleas yet. We should prob—',

ably talk about azaleas and where they were on the bald. Do
you ever remember any azaleas flowering on Gregory at all?
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RS: Not in the . .
End of:Tape 1. Following is beginning of Tape 2.

(Note: the first 3/4 of this tape is barely lntelllglble be-
cause the tape dragged during recording. and hence sounds -
abnormally fast when played back at normal speed. The trans-
script is a reasonably accurate paraphrase.)

RS: 1In the pre-Park days, the azaleas were not on the open
bald, only the tall true form back under the forests off the
balds was quite extensive of course on-the ridges. leading

off the bald. The azaleas on the open bald, Gregory, at
least, came in after grazing stopped and. reached by the early
'50's. Grazing on the bald stopped in 1934 and by twenty .
years they had reached their peak. And of course it was that
time that forest succession was also, as far as the speed
with which it was coming in peaked the same time. It's pro-
gressed, of course, and has progressed rapidly ever since.
The understuff back off the bald seemed to fill in first, that
is, the understory developed under the forest before it
worked out on the bald. The azaleas in pre-Park days were
under the forest cover and were tall, tall plants and prob-
ably were not available for cattle and particularly sheep for -
grazing. There is a possibility, at least a theory of mine
is that particularly, well I'd say, on a rim around the
margin of the bald, probably out about as much as 100 or 200
feet there were probably azaleas, but the sheep kept them
browsed back but they grew enough annually to maintain a

root system, and then as soon as they stopped gra21ng or when
we saw the blooms come in first in any quantity, in that
marginal area and then they seemed to spread out along the
bald, however there some areas of the bald never seemed to
havé azaleas on them. They seemed to be more or less in
patches and since the early 1950's I would pinpoint the peak

population of azaleas around 1952, in that area, the first

five years of that decade. vSince then going downhill, that

is they re being ellmlnated by the ingrowth of the forest
species. The Crataegus, of course has been one of the weed
species that came into the bald and there's pretty good . :
patches of that. plaoe to place then a few pines and a few of
the Kalmia had come in in various places. But the blueberries
invaded the bald fairly early and by the late 40's particu-
larly they were being noticed by an awful lot of visitors and
people began to go to the balds to pick blueberries.

SB: But you don't ever remember plcklng blueberrles as a
boy before?

'RS: No, there never were many blueberries picked in pre—Park

days on the balds. All the blueberry picking when I was
growing up in the Cove was on the south slopes, pine slopes
and lower ridges. The large bush, the tall bush blueberry
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that has grown on the margins, I've never seen on Gregory to
any extent, but at Spence field, especially on margins and
particularly Silers Bald there they were quite prominent.

Just exactly how long they have been there I don't know. I've
never observed the highbush blueberry--I believe that's
erythrum, Vaccinium erythronium. ‘

SB: There is one that Camp called catawbiense, a highbush.
There is an erythrocarpum--that's really a spruce-fir blue-
berry. : ' : : : '

RS: It's quite common up in the spruce-fir areas on the Mt.
Rogers area that I worked on in southwest Virginia. It was
a quite common one. ‘ :

SB: That one I don't 1ike the flavor as much.

RS: It's a bit tart. The thing that's been so remarkable to
me in observing .that whole area up there is how the under-
growth has filled in all the park area around the bald and
particularly between the balds. That tremendous park, it
would be typical, when I first started studying ecology and
patterns of distribution and so forth of cover types it re- -
minded me more of your typical description of a savanna than
anything else. _ ‘

SB: Do you feel that that was meintained by grazing?
RS: Definifely was maintained by grazing.

SB: How much cutting was there up around those on the bald
edges? - : -

- RS: - I don't know the extent of cutting at all in the Gregory
area but I do know the Spence Field area was cleared com-
pletely and the Russell Field, and they're not natural balds
at all. Now, how much was cleared then back towards- Rocky
Top and Thunderhead I don't know. Probably some. But I do
know Spence Field was cleared because I found records of that

~in my research on the history of the Cove.

SB: Now, how much cutting--for instance firewood‘cuftihg or
cutting to make cabins, animal pens when that was done?

RS: That was done in the immediate vicinity of course and
did not meke any great impact. It--logs for building the
cabin, and the cabins had to be rebuilt. Oh, I'd say you
were lucky if the cabin lasted ten years. Most of them five
years about the life of one because usually hunters or some-
body in the winter would let fires get out. They built big .
fires when it was cold and those fireplaces couldn't take
big fires, they were made primarily for cooking and small
fire type things. The people using the cabins in the

. . - -
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wintertime built big fires and that was the end of them, they‘
usually burned down. .The chimneys themselves were just rock;
they usually picked big flat rocks and daubed them with mud.
They wouldn't last an awful long time, and they had hole(s),
and you get a big fire in there and it would reach the logs.

SB: -What klnd of furnlshlngs did the cabins have?

RS: Mostly bullt in. One ‘big bed built out of poles and
usually with: boards with straw mattresses thrown on them,
Most of the cabins had a lean-to which also had a big bed in
it. 1I've seen as many as eight people sleeplng ‘or so in one
of those beds. It reminds you a great deal of- overnlght

- shelters along the trails as far as the sleeping is concerned'

except the construction is a little bit different.  But the
cabin was probably maybe twenty feet long and eight to ten
feet wide. The one door went in toward the front where the
fireplace was and then from about four or five.feet from the
side of the door all the way in was the built-in bunk sort .of
thing, straw mattresses on top of it and sleep qulte a few
people on it. '

SB: .- Any tables and chairs?

RS: Ah, yes, a table usually again a structure bullt agalnst

one wall, usually over the side of the fireplace and sort of
oddly constructed chairs. In some cases they would take
ChalTS from their homes in the Cove.

SB: Dlrt floor?~

RS: No, ‘it was puncheon floor. They may have had. dlrt floors
earlier but it seemed to be desirable to use a spllt log S
puncheon type floor--split the log once and lay it flat,

flat surface up. All the cooking of course was done at the
fireplace, and they usually had an iron structure for hanging
pots over the fire as well as the so called Dutch ovens for

cooking bread and other things in and covered kettles also

for puttlng 1nto the flre for cooklng
SB: Were there that many visitors?
RS: Oh, yes. .They seldom were lonesome, particularly‘ih the

summer. One of the biggest problems was sometimes whole fami-
lies showing up there or groups of people showing up to

spend the night. Of course most of them brought their own

food and didn't have to worry about it. Of course, the big-
gest problem was sleeping everybody. Sometimes fifteen to
twenty people would be sleeping 1n the cabin at night.
Created qu1te a problem.

SB: These are Jjust famllies-from-therCove?

91




Shields 21

RS: Yes. Herders, too. I have one very interesting photo-
graph of a whole family, a very, very large family that was

visiting a herder and the cabin was down on Clairmont Creek,
below the Rye Patch. They stayed a week as sort of a family

vacation. Crops laid by, not much to do, so they went up the

mountain to spend a week with their cousin who was herding -

- cattle up there at the time and they picture out in front of
the cabin and the papa and mama at this end and it looked
like a staircase going all the way down to a 1ittle three .
year old on this end after sbout eleven of the kids, and it's
really a fascinating picture. ‘ '

SB: Do you have a copy of that?
RS: Yes, .

SB: .Weré thérefmany guests. from say outside thét area up
there? Were there many people on the ridge that were not
local people in those days? | .

RS: ‘Occasionally people from local areas out in the country
~around Maryville would come up for a day or two, ride horse-
back or something of that nature and stay up with a herder. .
Usually from the north or séme would have cattle up there

come up in the summer and visit, take a look at their cattle

- to see how it was coming along. N
SB: - So actually he was pretty active up there.
RS: Oh yes, there was actiVity going on. .

'SB: What do you think would happeh if the larger trees or
the larger shrubs were removed? : . S

RS: They would grow right back, but if they removed . . ..
SB: Assuminglyou got rid Qf'fhe‘rdots,'téo. _ |
RS: AsSuming you got rid of everything;'the-graSS'would
probably go in if you could keep, of course the first thing
would probably be coming in very thick around . . . (unin-.

telligible) . . . brackens, things of that nature, around
the marginal forest, forbs of various and sundry types.

Gradually if they're kept open then that mountain oat grass

- would probably take over.

That is what came in . . . (unintelligible). . . . But I
think to maintain it would require grazing animals.

SB: Do you think that would be more effective ﬁhan Just
cutting? ' ' . ' :

RS: Oh, yes, much more‘efféctive than cutting because the
‘effectiveness_Of cutting is ijust like the effectiveness of"
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B gra21ng in Cades Cove The only reason in the world they're

permitting that is to keep those areas open. It's very ex- -
pensive to malntaln those open areas.

SB: How many anlmals, would you say it would take, say you
clip the edges back? ‘

RS: If you cllp the edges back and let your grassy area get.
reestabllshed I'd say 50 head of sheep for the grazlng season.

SB: ‘That could be taken care of by one herder?

'RSE Oh, yes, very ea511y. And you wouldn't have to fence

for sheep. If you put cattle up there you'd have to fence
them. But sheep will stay in the open area without fen01ng,
partlcularly if they're 1ooked after by a herder.

SB: Do you thlnk that the sheep if you were careful enough
about sort of instituting your grazing and cutting back a

little at a tlme the areas would w1thdraw back to the forest
edge?

RS: Yes, I'm conv1nced they would Of ‘course those large
bushes of . . (unlntelllglble) .« + that developed were
one and open area probably should be maintained but the '
smalller ones should be brought back, I'm sure.

' SB: Do you thlnk that for instance 1f all the shrubs are

removed at once, that is if.all the hawthorns and pines were :

cut back off do you think the azaleas and blueberries would

stand the removal of the canopy over nearby them for the

.flrst few years¢ Most of them are stlll grow1ng.

RS: Yes, and the thing that has given this kind of growth
has been the competltlon of growing those kinds of plants.
Those that grow out in the open and have grown out in the

open thhout that have made sort of a closed cluster.

SB: Could they bloom any better if they are in the open°
RS. Yes, they produce much better.
SB:  So the best thlng to do is completely c11p away . the

. shrubs?

Rs-f Yes, I'd say clip them back, even the taller shrubs, if
they're pruned back they will branch and bush and have more

bloom. I do that with azaleas on our own lawns, keep them

clipped so they branch more.

SB: Do you thlnk a minor bit of sheep brow31ng m1ght do the
same th1ng°
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RS: Well, possibly; it may completely.prevent the growth of
the small plants. : : ‘ ' -

SB: What about sheep grazing on some other pattern, not -

~annually? Every third year or . . . (unintelligible). . .

For instance, if there were to be grazing on Gregory, I.don't
think it could be done commercially; I think the Park would

have to pay for it. By the animal grazing . . . (unintelli-
gible) . . . and if you broke even, you'd be doing very well.

RS: Of course I'm sure YOu can find sheep growers in the’ 
area 1f you look to put the sheep up there in-the summer. But
I'm pretty sure you would have torhave expensive equipment.

SB: Yes, I've heard it is more expensive to . . . (unintel-
ligible) . . . Well, for instance, if you were going to keep .
Gregory open, what would you do? . :

RS: If'I were‘going‘to keep Gregory open first thing I would
do I'd go in there and cut all the woody stuff back. The
lower story I would cut all the way back to the margin.

SB: Would you cut some of these small poles out from under
the larger oaks? Under the margins, that is your . . . (un-
intelligible) . . . ‘ : ' o

RS: Well it wouldn't hurt at all to go back into the margin -
and get your grass back in that margin once you got it that
way. Now I think to do it effectively and as quickly as
possible, I would go with the recommendations of using herbi-
cides on the stumps. There is a herbicide that is very ef-
fective on the stumps. Get your herbicide, apply it to the
stumps, .and within a year it obliterates everything. And it

. also speeds up the decay, and it kills and prevents sprouts,-

which is the important thing, and I would figure on a minimum
of five years in the removal of those woody species and then
another five years for a general recovery of the grass. You
may have to reseed the area, i

SB: Do you think a little light grazing pressure may speed

up the recovery?

RS: Oh, yeé;”definitely.

- SB: PUtting some'grazing'préssure on it would probably take

care of some sprouts too.

R5: - Yes, I'm pretty sure they would and I don't know how
effectively sheep graze on sprouts. I!'ve observed in south-
west Virginia they graze effectively to keep the beech back.
Areas up there that have been fenced, that is grazed areas

have been fenced and the beech don't go down the fence, and

they eat sprouts more than anything else. I just assumed as.
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the grazing has been removed from the area up there the beech
sprouts have just gone up jump and run as soon as they were
released. ‘ o

SB: How would you protect‘the~eheep-frOm 1ighthinglahd beare?-

RS: Bears are probably the worst problem and I thlnk the. only
way to protect them you would have to worry about at night,
would be if a marauding bear got into.them and you would.

take steps to remove that bear from the area, but you would
have to remove him. But you'd have to remove him one way or

the other. But the lightning, I think you'd just have to take'

your chanoe.on that.

SB: What would you figure, you'd probably lose a herd every
five years?. - L - ' S

'RS: Five or ten years; it's not that common.

SB: But you could allow the sheep to herd together ln the ‘

" middle of August standlng in a storm?
. RS: If you saw a storm coming, you could scatter them}

L SB: That wouldn't be a natural thlng for sheep to do.  You ..

could move your herd probably, but I don't think you could

. scatter them. They wouldn't move back under. the trees,
~would. they? :

RS: They don't tend to. -

SB:. The herders never move them baok9

RS: No.. They weren't there at the time in the first place. ‘
The herders themselves aren't going to be caught out in that =

operi bald during a thunderstorm, regardless of how many sheep
that might be killed. You're a prime target up in the open

on the bald during a thunderstorm. They're the highest thlng"
there, and the closest way to the ground in lightning, - When
. the thunderstorm started they did just like the cattle do--~

going off those ridge crests . . (unlntelllglble, 2
sentences)..

SB:  (unintelligible).
RS' (unintelligible).

SB: Do you know any good stories concernlng thlngs that
happened on the balds? Interesting events up there? Do you
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