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MiE LITTLE CREENBRIER SCHOCL HOUSE

About fifty-Tive years ago a group of men who,
with their families, lived in one of the little coves
in the Great Smoky Mounta ins, decided it was time
that they had a church house and that their children
get some "book larnin'", The church house would also
serve as a school house. School would be held in the
building six days a week and church the seventh day.

One men gave the land on which to build the
school, another offered the finest poplar trees on
his land with which to comstruct the building., With-
in a short time after it was decided to build a church
and school house, work was started, each man in the
community doing his share of the work.

The trees were first felled, some of them three

feet in diameter. These were carefully split so as

to get two wall logs from each tree. After the logs
were roughly hewn, they were hauled on a logging shed
to the site of the bullding by a yoke of oxen. Funche
eons for the floor were made by spiitting slabs three
or four inches thick from poplar logs, one face of the
puncheons being smoothed with a broad axe or adze.
Small straight trees were cut for the pole rafters,
shingle laths were split from the straightest grained
oak, shakes, locally called boards, were rived from
this same waiterial.

While the materisls for the building were being
prepared and brought to the site, a date was set for
the house raising. & house raisging is the greatest
social event in the mountains - every one for miles
around attends. They are one of the few times when
all of the women of the comsmnity have an opportunity
to get together. From among the men were selected the
four men most expert in earrying up the cormers of a
building, for the most important part of a log build-
ing ere the eomers. In most cases in these moun-
tains, the corners of the buildings are dovetailed.
This requires skill and jJjudgment on the part of the
four men working on the corners, that they mey all
be carried up evenly., ¥ith the four corner men
directing the work, the rest of the men help in the
work of hewing end handling the logs, meaking pins
and cutting the openings, and any other vork requir-
ed. The four ecorner men on the Little CGreenbrier
school house were John Welker, father of the Walker
Sisters, Ephraim Ogle who gave the logs for the
building, John Abbott, the preacher in the ecommunity,
and Gilbert Abbott, his brother.

The first benches used in the school and church
house were made of logs split in half with four peg
legs. These were set around the walls, the benches
with the longest legse sgainst the wall, and the




shorter legged benches in front,

The first windows were holes about two feet
sgquare cut in the walls. There were two windows
in each side wall where the present windows are,
and one on the rear wall to light the teacher's
desk. This last opening can be seen today though
it is closed with a log slab.

After the building was completed, & tescher had
to be found. ‘The State and eounty at that time dld

not supply teachers, so ths people decided to hire
their own teacher, which they did.

The teacher was
boarded by the various people whose children attend-

ed school, so while his salary probably was small,
he was able to make & living.

A new church has beem built but school is still
held in the original school and church house. Near
this old chureh house is the cemetery in which rest
meny of the people who had & part in the establish~
ing one of the first schools in the Great Smokies.

One of the early pupils of this school ‘was
Miss Louiss Walker who is still living where she
was born about one mile from the school. While
going about her work in the £islds or the house
she frequently composes poems. On the following
page is one of her poems.




My father and other men met
In this vallsy years ago

To build s house for church and scheol

Where their childrsn could go.

They cut logs in the forest
Though they had no saw mill
The logs were drawn by oxen
Near the foot of the hill.

There they were hewm

And notched with care

To build the school house
That now stands there.

Yes they all met and

With one accord

To build a house where they
Could meet to worship the Loxrd.

HISTORY OF THE CGREENBRIER SCHOOL HOUSE

Though the building of this
House I did not see
Because the school house
Is older than ms.

But I can remember

In my life's early day
How the pecople would meet
There to sing and pray.

And preachers often spoke
Of a city grend

And a mighty happy meeting
In the promised land.

Most @ll of the builders of

The school house have gone to Cod

Let us never forget their labor
Nor the path that they trod.

Composed by louisa Walker,
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REAR ELEVA
one of the original window openings)










THE SCHOOL ROOM
(Note the cnrving on the benches)




PUPILS AT HEIR DESKS




THE WALEER SISTERS PIACE
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THE WALKER SISTERS

LITTLE
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About one mile from the Little Creenbrier
school end church house lived the Vaiker 3Sisters.
The coming of the lumbering compunies which brought
with then the advancementes and evils of the outside
world have passed them by, lseving them unspoiled.
Today they live in the manner of their forebears,
sustaining thenselves with the work of their hands
and the products of their land.

The big house in which they live was buils
nearly eighty-five years ago by Wiley Eing end his
sons, and father and brothers of their mother. This
was the second bouse built on the property, the firet
one having been buili near the blacksmith shop. The
present kitchen at one time was occupied ua s house
on another part of the property. Zbout fifty years
eg0 John ¥elker, their father, moved this house to
its present locstion, remodeled it into the kitchem,
end added the porch.

The big house contains one large room downstairs
end a loft reached by a ladder. The downstalrs room
is a treasure house % snyone interested in ploneer
culture. It is lighted by two smell windows, one on
either side of the fire place, and the open doors. /
large fire place on one side of the room heats 1t in
winter. Five double beds and & trundle bed, all made
by their father, sre covered with quilts and cover
1ids made by the Yalker sisters and their mother. Om
pege driven into the logs sbove the beds are hung the
elothing of the feuily. On a few orude shelves are
plled extra cover lids and blankets: Quilting fre o,
oanes, seeds, baskets, and many other things are
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either stored between the ceiling joists or hung
from them. OUver sach door is & rifle. Several
chests and chairs complots the furnishings of this
room. The walls of the room are eovered with pages
taken from megazines, the meny brightly colored il-
lustrations adding bright spots of eolor. In this
room the family, comsisting of the parents and
seven girls and two boys, lived.

On the poreh, half as large me the living rodm,
and which really is the living room during the sua-
mer, is the loom and the spinning wheels. In one
corner iz & psa sheller which was made by their
father. 7This sheller ecan shell a bushel of pess in
five minutes. Along the walls are pegs on which are
hung saddles and other gear. The chinks between the
logs are filled with many interesting articles neces
sary to the self-sustaining life they live,

In the center of the kitchen is & long tabdle
with benches on each side. In two corners are cup=
boards, and at one end of the room is the larges fire
place in which the eooking is done.

Close %t the house is the ecorm erid with its
gear sheds on each side containing sleds, ox yokes,
mauls, barnesses, and all kinds of home made tools,
and farm implements.

Back of the corn erib is the apple house, with
its apple bine and cider and vinegar barrels. By
the side of the apple house 1s a row of bee hives,
loeally known as bee' gums becmuse thoy are made




from hallowd sections of the gum $ree.

Hear th house is alsc the smoke house in
which meats f =ll kinds are smoked or salted
and stored.

Betwee: the smoke house and apple house is
the wash ketle and ash hopper. From wood ashes
placed in tie ash hopper lye is obtained for
making sosp. In additionm to boiling the wash
in this ketle, it is alsoc used for making soap
and apple wtter.

The aring, one of the finest in the moun-
tains, 1s ®mar the wash kettle.

Water from the apring enters the ean house
nearby. Bre milk, butter, and cheese are kept
cool in emecks set in the running water. Large
croeks ané wooden kegs contein lard end kraut,
and are on shelves along the sides. Abcut one
hundred fe:t from the ean house and along the
stream is the blacksnith shop now in ruins. The
forge, bellws, anvil, and tools scattered about
can still b2 seen by looking throughk the chinks
between the logs. Outside the shop are parts of
wheels and ¢ther equipment. Very few people in
the mountaize bad a blackamith shop on their
place, so thet people for miles around came to
this shop to have their work done,

A tudb mill was slso in operstion umtil
several years 2go. The blacksmith shop and
tud mill drewing people together made the Walker
Flace a center at which gossip and news eould
be exchanged. Sinee John Walker wes ome of the
leaders in this community, it may well be that the

idea of & school and chureh house had ite erigin
around the forge and in ths mill.

Up the hill from the house is the barn with its
three log eribs for stock end its heavy overhanging
shed roofs. Here ere found the catile and the sheep
which s%ill greze in the pasture. The she p are still
sheared end the wool, picked, washed, ¢arded, spun,
dyed, ané woven Into coverlids for the beds and cloth
by the Walker Sisters.

Nesr the barn is the log pig pen with its hollow-

ed log trough.

Back of the house is the large garden in which
are grown &ll kinds of vegetables, herbs, berries, and
medicinal plants. Pple orchards slmost surround the
house. Orape arbore are scattered throush the orchard
8ix varieties of grapes being grown. Flowers and shru
of all kinds border the roed and the paths around the
hf‘m.

In this setting is preserved the finest and tru-
est and most unspoiled example of mountain life re-
maining in the Great Suokies.

The two brothers and two of the sisters have
married and moved away. The five reme ining sisters
live at home. They do all of the work, tilling the
fields, planting the garden, drying fruit, spinning
and weaving, and all the other meny activities snd
chores neceassary to the self susteinin: life they
live. As children they attended school end chureh
in the Little Greenbrier echool and church house.
They love their home, their fields, and the momm-
tains, and their only desire is to live the full
span of their lives in their mountain bome,




Thers is an old weather beaten house

That stands near s wood,

Surrounded by an orchard

FPor el=moet one hundred years it has stood.

It was my home in infency
It sheltered me in youth
¥hen I tell you "I love it"™
I tell you the truth.

For years it has sheltered me
By day snd by night,

From the swmer sun's heat,
and the cold winter's night.

But now the Park Cormissionsrs come
All dressed up so guy,

Baying "This olé home of yours

¥e must now take away."

They will coax, they will sheedle
They will fret end dbark

Saying "We must have this land
For a Great N-otional Park.”

MY MOUNTAIN HOME

For us poor mountain people,
They don't have & care

But must have & home

For the wolf, the lion and bear.

But many of us have a title
Thaet is sure snd will hold

In the city of peacs,

Fhere the streets are pure gold.

There no lion in its fury
Those paths ever trod

It is the home of the soul
In the presence of God.

hen we reach the portals,

Of glory s0 fair

The wolf esnnot enter

Heither the lion nor the bear‘_.

And no Park Commission
Will ever dare

To disturd or molest
Hor take our homes from us there.

Composed by louilsa Walker.
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WALKER SISTERS PLACE

LITTLE GREENBRIER - TENN




THE CGARDEN




THE BIG HOUSE




THE HOUSE FROM THE GARDEN
WITH COVE MCUNTAIN IN THE DISTANCI
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THE LIVING AND BED ROOM
LOOKING TOWARD THE ¥IRE

YT A 'Y
LU

(Note the wall paper
) 3 »
and chest,)

y beds,




LOCKING

(Hote the trundle bed with cover=-
1lid, end beds with quilts, aleo
the "Hog rifle” over the door
and the ladder to the loft.)
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THE PORCH FROM THE DOORWAY
OF THE LIVING AND BED ROOM

(Note the loom and the spinning wheels)
A
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LOOKING THRU THE DOOR
OF THE CAN HOUSE
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THE BLACKSMITH SH







THE PIG PEN
(Note the hollow log trough)
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THE JIM CaABLE EILL
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THE JIM CABLE MILL
CADES COVE, TENNESSEE

The Jim Cable Mill, powered by an overshot
water wheel, is an example of one of the six methods
of making meal to be found in the Great Smoky loun-
tzins National Park. The other methods are the
Indian pestle and morter, Indian querns, the pound-
ing mill, the "tub mill,"” and the steel turbine mill.

In the larger valleys or coves, mills using over-
shot water wheels with all wooden gearing, or a com-
bination of wood and iron gears, used to be fairly
conmon., At one time eight mills of this type were in
operation in Cades Cove alone. Today the Jim Cable
mill is the only mill of this type existing in the

park.

The present mill is the third to be built on
this site. The first mill was powered by a large
wooden turbine called a "tub™ by the natives, thus
giving the name "tub mill" to this type of mill.
The second mill used an overshot wheel, as in the
present mill.

Jim Cable built the present mill about sixty
years ago. The mill was in continuous operation
until the Fall of 1935 when the main gear wheel
broke. Originally the mill had two sets of stones,
one for grinding wheat which was removed some years
ago, and the one which is still in use, for grind-
ing corn.

The work of restoring the Jim Cable mill was
started November 13, 1935. Three key men were em-
ployed on the project. They were: John Burns;, mill
wright, and Tom and Jerry Hearon, two of the finest
axe men in the Smokies., These men, natives of this

region, were employed to preserve in the restored
mill, the character, workmanship, and spirit of
the original,

Working under these men were CCC enrollees from
Cemp NP-1l. These boys showed a keen interest in
their work and the project as a whole. The many ques-

tions asked concerning the history and operation of
these 0l1d mills showed that to them, working on the
Cable Mill was more than just another job.

In connection with the grist mill, and right by
it, Jim Cable also operated a saw mill. This mill
was of a type known as a sash saw. It derives its
name from the frame or sash in which the saw blade
is hung when cutting a log.

In addition to the two mills ment ioned above,
an iron forge operated about ons-quarter mile uyp tho
ereek from the mill. The creek derives its nagie
from this forge, being known today as Forge Creek.
Heaps of slag and pieces of iron ore mark the site.
Part of the forge hammer used in this forge is now
among the artifacts being collected for the park
MUSEU «

These three activities, the milling of grain,
sawing of lumber, and forging, form a most interest-
ing group of manufacturing sctivities. This group
is typical of many such isolated groups which exist-
ed before the high development of transportation,
with the resulting concentration of industrye.
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PHE MILL
(Before Restoration)




THE MILL
(Af'ter Restoration)




DETAIL OF THE WATER-WHEEL, DETAIL OF THE WATER-WHEE
WATER-GATE, AND FOREBAY |

WATER-GATE, AND FORE

(Before Restoration) (After Restoration)




UNCLES TOM AND JERRY HEARON
HEWING THE WATER-WHEEL SHAFT




THE SHAFT COMPLETED




DETAIL OF HOPPER, SHOE
’ ?
AND MILL-STONE HOOP
storation)




CONSTRUCTION OF THE MAIN GEAR WHEEL
WATER-WHEEL IN THE BACKGROUND
(Note how the rims are construc ted

of segments called shrouds)
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\IL OF THE GEARING

After Restoration)







DETAIL OF THE ORIEBING
SUFPORTING THE FOREBAY
{After Restoration)

DETAIL OF THE CRIBBING
SUPPORTING THE FOREBAY
(Before Restoration)




MILL D&M ON THE R ICGHT
FLOOD=-OATE IN LEFT FORECROUMD
(After Res oration)




RACE,CHUNK-RACK, AND FOREBAY

(After Restoration) -
THE DAM (After Restoration)

E CKING TOWARD THE CHUNK~-RACK




