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mm L!'l"l.'LE OREEIHIER SCHOOL HOWE 

About t1fty-t1ve Y'lal"S asc a group or men wk> , 
with their families, lived in one ot the little eovea 
in the Great Smoky Mount ins, decided 1t was time 
that they bad a church house and that their ch Udren 
get some fltbook l.e.rn1n'" • 'nl.e ehureh ho e ould also 
sene as a echool hems e. School would be held 1n the 
building au days a week and church the seventh day~ 

One man gave the land on v1hich to build the 
achool, another ottered the finest popl r trees on 
his land with which to construct the builditlg. ith­
in a short time atter 1t was dec1 d to uild a church 
and sohool hous , work was etarted, each man in th& 

unity doing his bare ot the work. 

The tr ea re t1rst felled, a o th three 
teet in di ter. Tbeao were caretulq eplit • a 
to get two wall logs from each tre • Atter tb8 log 
w re :roughly hewn, ·hey wen baul.ed on a logging had 
to the 1 te ot the build1Dg by a yoke ot oxen. ch-
eons tor th floor were made by splitting s b three 
or tour 1nche s thick trom poplar logs, one t ce ot the 
puncheon being smoothed 1th a broad axe or adze. 
Smal.l tre igh t treea were cut tor the pole ratters, 
ahizlgle laths were split tr the straightest grained 

, shakes, locally called boards, were riTed trom 
thl ame ua·i;erial. 

llhile the teriale tor the building ere l> iDg 
prepared and brought to the site, date was set tor 
the house rair!ing. A houae raising is the greatest 
so-01al event in the mountains - every one tor miles 
around a ttenda. 'lll.ey are one of the tew times when 
all of the w n ot the commun1 ty have an opportuni tJ 
to get togetb. r . Fro among the men were elected the 
tour n st xp rt in Ctlrl7in£ up the corners ot a 
building, tor the most important part or a log build­
ing are the comers. In most cases in theee moun• 
tains , the corners ot tb.e buildin s a.re do etailed . 
This ;i.-equires skill 8Dd judgment on the part of th 
tour men. working on the oorn~rs, the t they may 11 
be rried up evenly. With the tour corner en 
directing the rk, the rest ot the men help in the 
uork ot he 1ng and handling the logs, making pins 
and cutting the openings, nd any other w0rk re uir­
e • The f'our corner en on the Little Greenbrier 
school house were J"obn al.ker, tather ot th W 1 er 
Sisters , Ephraim Ogle who gave the loge tor th 
building. John Abbott, the preacher in the community , 
and Gilbert Abbott. hie bl'Other. 

fJhe tirst bench& ueed in the school and church 
house were made ot logs split 1n half with tour peg 
legs. These were set aroun the walls. the bench 
with the longest legs against the wall, and the 



abort r legged benehea in front. 

t1r ~window were hole about two t t 
uan out in. the wall • There were two window 

in ch ide wall where the present riudows are, 
and one on the rear wall t.o light the teacher's 
4eek. Thi last opening can b een todey though 
it 1e closed with a log slab. 

Af'ter the building was completed, a tee.cher had 
to be tound. 'I State and eounty at that t 41 
not supply teachers. ea th& people decided to hire 
their mm t cher, lfhi~h they did. '!he teacher • 
board d by the va.rio peopl& whose c 1ldren attend• 

ed ehool, so while his salar.y probably • 
he was able to make a living. 

l, 

A new ebUl"Ch bas been built 'but achool la •till 
held in the ori inal school aDd church ou ar 
this old church house is th t rr 1 1oh rea't 

1 ot the peopl whO had a part in t e esie. 11 -
1Dg one ot tho tirst aehools tn the G at kiea. 

One of t.he early pupils ot thies chool ' a 
e Louisa alker who is still living wb.ere ahe 

born. ut on mile t the ecbool. ile 
1ng about her work in the tislds or the hou 

frequently canpoees po On the tollowing 
• 1a one or her p • 



.-rather ndothermen t 
In this valley 7aar ago 
To build a house tor ch c d school 

ere their children could go. 

'l'h•J' cut log in the f"ow t 
Though they bad no ea mill 
The logs were 4 wn by o~ 
Ne r th foot ot th hi l. 

There th re he 
And notched with cax. 
To b 114 the school house 
That ow •tands the • 

T e they all t and 
With o accord 
To build a house where thf(;' 
Could eet to wor 1p the Lori. 

OOL BOUSE 

'l'houeti the building ot th1 
Hou e I d1d not e 

cau the ool hou 
I older than me. 

But I can re er 
In my life's ear}3r day 
Row the people wo 4 et 
There to e1ng and pre7. 

And pre8chers orten spoke 
or c1\y gi.'Snd 
And a 1ght7 happy etlng 
In the promt ed lan4. 

oat 11 or the builders ot 
chool ho ve gone to God 

Let ue nev r torget their labor 
or the pa th that they trod. 

Cam.posed by Louisa alker. 











DET.AIL 0 F 0 • 0 THE CORNERS 
(Sho 1.r: -t il joints 

e.nd th th 1 s of the logs} 
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log p p •1 1ts hollow-



lt e od. 

J'or a poor OWl 1 people 11 

2be7 4on'' h ve re 
But uat hBff 
For e olt, th 

r no llon 1n tta turt 
"l'IH'-A P e%° t 
It 1a or the ul 
In e ot Go4 . 

w ?each the port6l , 
Ot glorr tsir 

e lt c t enter 

gold. 

t ~her' the lion nor the bear,. 

An4 PaJ'k aaion 
Ill &TV dare 

'.l'o 41•~ 01' lo ' 
r onr 11G11ma trom w. there. 

07 Louiaa W lker. 
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WALKEQ SISTERS' PLACE 

LITTLE GQ LE N5 12. IE.Q · TLNN 









(Note th w 11 p or , beds , 
a d cheat .) 



LIVING AN1> BID> R 
U>OKING TO RI> THE POROB 

( o e t e twndl be4 with co'Jer-
114, aacl beh wt quilta, also 
th8 "Ho rtf'le" owr tl\e door 
ud • ladder to tJle lot,. ) 



THE PORCH J'RO THE DOO lAY 
0 . 'mE LIVING AND BED roo 

(Note the lo d th spinning wheel 

/ 











THE BLACKSMITH SHOP 





( ote log tro ) 



'lliREE OF 'IHE WALKER SISTERS 
Gnnm~c CO'I'I'ON 

Miss !fot tie Miss Martha Miss Louisa 





1IIE .TIM CABLE mLL 
CADES C OVB,· TSNNKSSD 

1b.e 11m C ble Mill, powered b7 an o"Versbot 
water wheel, ls an example of om ot the six met.hods 
ot tlng al to be found in the Great Smolq Moun­
taimr a t1onal Park.- The other methods are the 
Indian pestle and mortar, Indian querna, the pound­
ing mill,· the "tub mill," and the steel turbine mill.' 

In the larger valleys or cove , mills using over­
shot wa~er wheels w1 th all wooden gearing, or a com­
bination of' wood and iron gears, used to be te.irly 
ca.moon., At one time eight ills of this type were in 
opera ti on in Cades Cove alone. Today the J'im Cable 

111 ie the only mill of this type existing in the 
perk. 

The present 111 le the third to be built on 
this 81 te. 'l"he first m1ll was powered by a larp 
wooden turbine called a "tub" by the natives, thua 
giving the name "tub mill" to t t type ot mill. 
The second mill used en overshot heel, aa in the 
present mill. 

71m Cable built the preeent mill about sixty 
yeara ago. The mill was ill e.ontinuoua opere.t ion 
until the Pall ot 1935 en the in gear heel 
broke. Originally the mill had t sets or atonee, 
one tor grinding wheat which was removed some 7e rs 
ago, and the one which 1s still in uae, tor grind­
ing corn~ 

'!be work ot restoring the J"im Cable mill • • 
started ovember l3, 1935. 1lbree key men w re 
pl07ed on the project. They were: lohn Burns• 11 
wright• e.nd Tom and 1erry Hearon, two or the tin.eat 
axe men in the Snokies. These men, natifte ot tb1a 

region, were employed to preeerve in \he restored 
mill, the character, rkms.nship, and spirit ot 
the original. 

WorkiDg under these men were CCC enrol le a nom 
Cemp NP-ll. 1hese boys showed a keen interest in 
their. work and the project aa a whole. The many que .. 
tions asked concerning the hi tor,y nd operation ot 
these old mills showed that to the , working on the 
Cable Mill was more than jus~ another Job. 

In connection with the griet mill, and right b,­
it, 11m. Cable also operated a saw mill. This :aill 

a ot a type known aa a ash aaw. It deriTea lts 
Dt¥ll8 trom the treme or sash in which the saw blade 
1a hung when cutting a log. 

In addition to the two mill•. ment toned bove, 
an iron torge operated bout one-quarter mile }I tho 
creek tram the mill. 'the ere derives its n 
trom this :torge, being known. today as Force C ek. 
Heap ot slag and pieces ot iron ore mark the a1te. 
Part ot the forge hammer used in this torge is now 
among the artitacte being collected tor the park 
museum. 

These three act1'\f1t1es, the milling ot grain, 
wing ot ll.11lber, and torging, torm a ost interest­
~ group of manutee~uring et1ir1ties. Thie groQ 
1a typical otmany such isolated groups • h1ch ex1st­
e4 'betor the high deftlopnent or trsne}>Ortat1on, 
with the- 1'9sulting cone t:ration of industry. 
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B - FLOOD-GA'ra 
C - RACE 
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DETA.Il. OF 'IBE WATER-WHEEL, 
WATER-".....ATE, AND FOREBAY 

(After Restoration) 



UNCLES 'roil AND JERRY HEARON 
HEWING 'IHE WAll..'R-W.HEEL SHAFT 





DETAIL OF HOPPER , SHOE, 
AND MILL-STONE HOOP 
(After Restoration) 



CONSTR'OOTION OF THE MAIN GFAR WHEEL 
TER-WHEEL IN 'JlIE BACKGROUND 

(Note how the rims a.re construe ted 
of segments called shrouds) 



DETAIL 0 F 'IHE GEARING 
(A ter Restore. tion) 





DETAIL OF 'IHE CRIBBING 
SUPPORI'ING 'IlIE FOREBAY 

(Before Restoration) 





RACE,CHUNK-AAC , AND FORKBAY 
(After R storation) ARD 

(At er 
CBUNJC-RAO 

to tio ) 


