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Addendum to ‘bﬁs
HENRY WHITEHEAD PLACE ﬁﬂ\éﬁ !
Great Smoky Mountains National Park -
Cades Cove
Blount County
Tennessee

e

oo

Owner -

U. 5. Government, Naticnal Park Service

Date of Erection -
. Back Cabin 1881 {(local tradition)
Front Cabin 1895-1898
H.C. Wilburn, C.S. Gressman and A. Stupka
Report on the Proposed Mountain Culture Program for the
Great Smoky Mountains Naticnal Park - typescript -
28 June 1938 .

Architect -
Builder -

0f back cabin - David Shields

Of front cabin - Henry Whitehead
Materigls -

Back cabin -~ Roughly hewn logs with saddle-notched joints.
Front cabin - Sash-sawn timbers from the heart of white
pine logs with dovetail joints.

Present Condition -~

The cabin was restored in 1937 by C.S. Grossman. Further repairs
were made in 1948 by the Naticnal Park Service.

References -

Wilburn, Grossman and Stupka - op. cit.

Cades Cove Leaflet.

BuildingszFile, Park Headquarters

Horace Kephart MS. Notebooks

Phetographs :

Campbell, John C. - The Scouthern Highlander and His Homeland.

Russell Sage Foundatien, W. Y. 1921.

Murfree, Mary Noailles, The.Prophet of the Great Smoky Mountalns, Roston
Houghton Mifflin, 1885,
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Ross, Marion Dean - The Henry Whitehesad Place, Cades
Cove, Great Smoky Mountains National Park - An
Architectural Survey Report prepared August 1957.
typeseript in Eastern Office, Division of Design and
Construction, National Park Service, 120 South 3rd
Street, Philadelphia 6, Pa.

Architectural Deseription -

Layout - Two approximately square cabins, the larger with a
porch on front and back.

Over-all dimensions -
01d cabin 15'2" x 14'9" {int. dimensions), connecting
porch 6'10-3/8" x 20'7-1/2"
New cabin 17f-1/4" x 19' 9-1/2" (int. dimensions}
Porch on front of New Cabin 5' 1-1/2" x 20! 7-1/2"

Construction -
Foundations: piles of local stones and earth
‘014 Cabin: Built of roughly hewn logs, the hewing on
the sides probably being done after they were laid up
in the walls. Ag the wall was laid up, the lower log
was "shouldered" at the corners and the next upper
log "saddled" to fit on top. Wide spaces were left
between the logs, which were filled with 1/2 inch
chinking boards on each side, msking the average thick-
ness of the wall 9 inches. Most vertical measurements
are out of plumb. The chimmey was built of field
stone laid in mud mortar., It was repaired in 1948.
Both gable ends are covered with clapboards above the
log wall.

The roof of the cabin is made of rived oak shakes laid
shingle fashion, 24 inches long and & inches to the
weather.

New or Front Cabin - Built of sawn log construction
resting on low dry stone plers at each corner. The
logs are carefully dovetailed with a half-bubterfly
notch to allow drainage at each joint. The vertical
joints in the notches are cut with a saw. The joints
are generally tight without chinking. According to
Mr. Grossman, the walls were built to their full
height before the openings were cut.

The chimmey in the center of the southwest wall is
built of hand-molded brick fired on the place.
At the ground, the chimmey measures 2!'2" x 4'10%.

NATL. P
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Cost - Not known

Elevations -

The front of the hewer cabin faces northwest. The
porch in front was restored by Charles Grossman in
1937. There ig a batten door off center to the
right. There is a break between the shingles of
the roof and the shingles of the porch, The height
of the new cabin is about 20 f£. to the ridge of the
roof.

The northwest elevation of the old cabin also has a
batten door, more nearly in the center. The height
to the ridge is 13'2-1/2". :

The southwest elevation shows most sharply the con-
trast between the earlier hand-hewn cabin and the
later sash-sawn cabin. On the top of the brick
chimney, there is a high metal hood, which narrows
toward the top.

In the newer cabin, there is one window to the left

of the chimmey. In the older cabin, there is a window
on either side, the one to the left being only an

11" pane of glasg which glides upward - originally

an unglazed opening known as a "(Granny Hole."

On the southeast elevation of the new cabin, there
is also a batten door. On the southeast elevation
of the old cabin, there is a wide, but low window
313,1/2u x 11%, )

1

Intericr -

There is no basement in either cabin.

Ground floor -~ 0ld cabin only one room with the
fireplace of local stone and clayey mortar. The
arch of the fire opening was reinforced by two
pleces of iron from a wagon tire 1-3/8" wide,

The new cabin has a loft over the main roam, which
is reached by narrow ladder stairs in the south
corner of the room. The sash window has four panes.
Over the brick fireplace, there is tongue and groove
boarding up t0 a very high shelf. The fireplace
lintel is of iron, size 5/8% x 2-3/8" x 34-1/2".

PK
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History - -

The old. cabin of 1881 was bullt by David Shields for his
sister when she returned to Cades Cove as a widow with
one child, The widow was courted by Henry Whitehead,

who, in his efforts to persuade her to marry him, promised
to build her the finest cabin in Cades Cove according to
Mr. Grossman of the National Park Service, who has studied
the log cabins of this region considersbly. Hemry Whitehead
succeeded, and the new cabin is the "ultimate" in log
construction. The logs were sash-sawn at the nearby
Cable Mill. The cabin is about 16 by 18 feet, which is -
about the laxgest length of log which would be sawn at a
sash-saw mill,

These cabins are on their original sites and have been

- repaired twice By the National Park Service, once in 1937
and again in 1948. In 1948, the National Park Service
began marking end dating all replacementis.

The hand-molded brick chimney was very unusual for the
area and also gave a lot of prestige to the Henry Whitehead
Cabin.

In the old cabin, there are remains of a warping frame
hehging on pegs on the wall, on which are hanging fragments
of a2 spool frame. The warping frame was used for measuring
the warp and keeping it in order preparatory to setting up
the loom. The spool frame was used separately and held
yarn on cornhusk spindles, from which it was drawn to the
warping frame,

March 4, 1958 Agnes A. Gilchrist
HABS-EQDC
National Park Service
April 3, 1958
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NOTE: NEW CABIN WALLS SASH SAWN LOGS, DOVETAILED CORNERS.
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ROOF: RIVED OAK SHAKES LAID SHINGLE STYLE. NOTE: PORCH CUT AWAY TO SHOW OLD

CABIN IN ELEVATION.
BOARD CHINKING ON OLD CABIN REPLACED 1937

GUTTER: HEWN LOG- REPLACED 1948

BY NPS.
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BRICK CHIMNEY: HAND MOLDED BRICK STONE CHIMNEY:
FIRED ON THE PLACE - THE BRICK FIELD STONE LAID
DIMENSIONS ARE: 2%% TO 25%%" IN CLAY MORTAR.
HIGH, 6%¢"' T0 7" LONG, 3" TO
3% THICK. LAID IN COMMON BOND
WITH OCCASIONAL HEADER COURSES
FLUSH JOINTS~ CLAY MORTAR.
GLASS REPLACED IN WINDOWS 1937.
PINE AND POPLAR WEATHERBO ARD.
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NOTE: JOIST ARE SET IN THE TOP OF NOTCHES A-A PEGS DRIVEN INTO LOG TO HOLD WARPING FRAME.

AND BLOCKED IN PLACE WITH WOODEN
PLUGS FACED ON OUTSIDE WITH CLAY PORCH CUT AWAY TO SHOW ELEVATION OF NEW CABIN.

MORTAR.

ROOFS ARE RIVED OAK BOARDS 24"#% LONG
AND LAID 8" TO WEATHER

ROOF COMBS REPLACED IN 1948 BY NPS.
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GABLE ENDS — SASH SAWN CLAPBOARDS JOINTS BETWEEN LOGS GENERALLY TIGHT,WHERE THERE

IS A SPACE IT IS FILLED WITH BOARDS, AND COVERED
ON THE OUTSIDE WITH MUD MORTAR.
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RAFTERS, PINE, SASH SAWN 2"x 4"'s

RAFTERS, PINE, 3" TO 5" IN DIAMETER
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i T ]
| 4
i} 7
= Z.
1 ; /
. ER— | é /
7 ROUGH BOARD SHEATHING  i" x 3"- 6"
% """""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
n I AV B
nm (—7a7 | 1| I e N——
N U A \ P AN AN | | %
7 = ‘\ i\ 1| .0 | o
%/ = 11 | B E— |
5 7 \. | 1| \. Al
'n 1 | | ]
- e ‘% % or % B
T 1 2 | ]
| L i
=3 =1 2
- +H = i
~ N % % T T ‘
L] / / =4 L -
- y © f -
D_%ﬂ | | f .%/ = :o
i nll TS | / ‘
: - : “. g ‘ 7 MJ-—W
B ’ L [T 1 . ‘ / '
T O O 0 0 0O oo === | —
> — //4
SECTION AA SECTION BB
SCALE: 3/8"=1-0" SCALE: 3/8"= 10"
I 0 I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0
T e e e e FEET
[ 0 l 2 3 4 5 METERS
W
SAMUEL E. HENRY — DEL. 1957
. PHILADELPHIA -EASTERN OFFICE NAME OF STRUCTURE SURVEY“NO. HISTORIC AMERICAN LIBRARY OF CONGRzss
DIVISION OF DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION THE HENRY WHITEHEAD PLACE TENN BUILDINGS SURVEY
N ATIONAL PARK SERVICE, BRANGH OF FLANS AND DEsion | — CADES COVE — GREAT  SMOKY MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK — TENNESS EE — BLOUNT COUNTY— seer 8 or || sueers




LY

C~ FIREPLACE LINTEL - 2
FROM WAGON TIRE -~ 1%

PIECES - IRON
WIDE.

SMALL WINDOW TO RIGHT OF FIREPLACE ORIGINALLY
AN UNGLAZED OPENING KNOWN AS A "GRANNY HOLE"

A— WOODEN PINS BETWEEN LOGS ABOUT I" DIAMETER.

T&G— MANTLEPIECE TONGUE AND GROOVE POPLAR
BOARDS. ONLY T & G BOARDS IN BUILDING.

B- FIREPLACE LINTEL- IRON- 4 X 2 38X 34Jb.

T\ TOP SHINGLES ON PORCH ROOF ARE

\ INSERTED INTO CHINKBETWEEN LOGS. o
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NOTE: THE WARPING FRAME WAS USED FOR MEASURING
THE WARP AND KEEPING IT IN ORDER PREPARATORY
TO- SETTING UP THE LOOM. THE SPOOL FRAME WAS
USED SEPARATELY AND HELD YARN ON CORNHUSK
SPINDLES FROM WHICH IT WAS DRAWN TO THE WARP-
ING FRAME. THE SPOOL FRAME WAS STORED BY HANG-
ING ON THE WARPING FRAME.
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NOTE: BOTH WARPING FRAME AND SPOOL FRAME ARE IN
./ FRAGMENTARY CONDITION, THE REMAINS OF SPOOL
FRAME ARE .HANGING ON WARPING FRAME WHICH (S DETAIL OF FRONT DOOR
IS HANGING ON PEGS ON SE WALL OF OLD CABIN.
’ B AND SILL OF NEW CABIN
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HAND HEWN GUTTER

1948

REPLACED IN

CUT AWAY

FRONT PORCH

CORNERS DOVETAILED
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Addendum to HABS No. TN-161

Henry Whitehead Place (Great Smoky Mts. Natl. Park)

Cades Cove Vicinity

Blount County

Tennessee

Phatographs .TN-161-6,59, and 10 were taken by Marion D. Ross, Photographer,

July 1957. Photographs TN-161-1-5, 7, 8, 1l were taken by Jack Boucher,

Photographer, April 1962.

Th~161-1 EXTERIOR, GENERAL VIEW SHOWING HENRY WHITEHEAD CABIN (FRONT) AND
DAVID SHIELDS CABIN (REAR)

TN-161-2 EXTERIOR, NORTH CORNER VIEW OF BOTH CABINS

TN~161-3 EXTERICR, SOUTHWEST VIEW OF BOTH CABINS

TN-161-4 EXTERIOR, WEST CORNER VIEW OF BOTH CABINS

TN-161-5 . EXTERIOR, DAVID SHIELDS CABIN, {(REAR), SOUTHEAST VIEW

TN-161-6 EXTERICR, DAVID SHIELDS CABIN (REAR), BAST CORNER DETAII. SHOWING
JOINTS

TN-161-7 EXTERIOR, WHITEHEAD CARIN (FRONT), DETAIL CF WEST CORNER SHOWING
DOVETAILIL JOINTS

TN—-161-8 INTERIOR, WHITEHEAD CABIN (FRONT), FIREPLACE AND STAIRWAY

™N-161-9 INTERIOR, WHITEHEAD CABIN (FRONT), DETAIL OF FIREPLACE

TN-~161-10 INTERIOR, WHITEHEAD CABIN (FRONT), SOUTH CORNER

TH~161-11 INTERIOR, ATTIC
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