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LITTLE GREFNBRITR SOHOCL AND CHURCH HODUSE
near Llkmont, Temessase
Great Smoky Mountains National Park

Owner: United States frovernment, Na*ional Park 3Service
Date of BErection: 1882
Arehitect:

Builder: The mountain folk of Little Greenbrier Cove,
Sevier County, Tennessee

Fresent Condition: Good

Number of Stories: One

Materials of Construction: Logs with fitted wood chink,
shingle roof. ‘

Other Existing Hecords:

Additional Data: See following pages.
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In the year 1881 the wountsin folk living in
the area known as Little Greenbrier Cove, Sevier
County, Tennessee, petitioned the County to eatab-
lish a school in their community. The County agreed
to provide the teacher if the people of the comnunity
provided a suiteble building.

Work was started on the bullding which was to
serve as both church house and school house January
1, 1882,

The land was donsated by Alfred TLines who orig-
inglly entered the land on which the building stands.
The poplar leogs for the walls and other necesqary
building materials were given by ¥phraim O0zle whos
land was close DYy.

™he best "corner men" in the community were se-
lected to construct the building. 4 "corner man' is
regponsible for ths notching and fitting of all logs
on his corner, To carry up & corner reguires great
skill and 1t 1s consideredl a mark of distinction to
he aslected for these important posts., 4 1ist of the
corner men and their helpers who tmilt the Litile
Greenbrier Zchool and Church House follows:

Corner ien ' - Helpers
Jolhm V. Walker James Thomas “Jalker

Ephraim Ogle
Gilbert Abbotth
Henry Claybough

(son of John ¥, Wal-
ker, 17 years old)
8111 Stlnnat

Unknown

Bill VWatson

Oxen were hired from William Walker to haul
the logs to the slteée of the bullding., The logs were
80 large that only one log could be heuled at a time.

tne end of the log was

lzced on the rear of a strong
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wagon and the other end of the log allowed to drag 1% FLR v
on the ground. Two yokes of oxen were required to :
haul the logs. %William Welker was hired to do the V-

hauling, 7To pay him for the use of his oxen, John
Thomas “alker says, "t/e went and worked back for him
then",

2illie Ogle, father of Ephraim Ogle was an o0l¢
man but wanted to do his part, so he cut and bolted
the logs to make the boardes (shingles) to cover the
roof, ‘The bolis were rived (split with a maul and
frow} by Billie ibbott.

The logs uvsed in the bullding were 30 large
they were split in two, making two wall logs, The
halves were used in opposite walls, the split log
after 1t was hewed forming the insido face of the
wall.

To split the logs they were first "linea" to
Insure starting the split straight. 7To line the logs
a2 string was dipped in e mixture of powdered charcoal
end water, the line was then strstched from end to
end of the log where the split was to be made and
the line snappved leaving a "black line"” on the log.
The log was then "cracked" on the line with a pole
ex to start the split straight and to keep aplinters
from "running off" where the split occurred, Jedges .
were placed z2long this craclk and driven in until the
log split open.

The logs were placed in a key Dlock to nhold
them steady while being hewed. Pirst they were "scored"
(the excesgs wood cut away with a double bitted ax while
the cutter stood on top of the log) and then dressed
with a broad ax halfway down each face, The log was
then turned over in the key block and the other helfl
of the log was hewn, Hewing the lozs in this manner
kent the thickness of the log unlifors and prevented
the hewer from "running under” causing one edge of
the log to bo thinner than the other., HKost of the
logs were also "edge-hewn' to make them uniform in
width their entire length,

fhe chinks between the logs were filled with
plecos of wood fitbed in the chink and driven tisht.
Where these pleces of wood projected beyond the in-
side face of the wall they were dressed off flush with
the wall, Many of theseo pnieces which fibtted the chinks



originally have become dislodged during the years,
only a Tew of them remaln in place,

The first benches were mads of poplar slabs
with fovr lezs and no backs, They were set in two
rows against the walls. 'The second set of benches
were made of sawn and dresged lumber and had backs
but no desks, The benches in the school today are
the third set to be used in this bullding,

Lhout 1910 the window openings in the east and
wost walls were enlarged and fitted with the presont
frames and sagh., AL the same time the original black-
board which wes about three feet sguare was replaced
by the present blackboard consisting of three boards
nainted., The window in the south wall which supnlied
light for the teacher ond proeacher was covered by the
new blackboard and this opening was clesed with a sec-
tion of log which was removed from the building when

he other windows were enlarged,

The aheove data was secured from James Thomas
Walker, one of the two wen living who helped ersct
the building.

When the school house was built the lounty kent
its part of the agreement and supplled the teacher.
The teacher was paid by a poll tax of one dollar and
twenty Tive cents which was levied on each pupil at-
tending sc¢hool, Tthe length of the school term wasz
detormined by the smount of poll tax collected, the
‘term lasting es long as there was money to pay the
teacher, Terms during the first years were seldonm
longer than two months. The terms gradually length-
ened until they oxtonded over nine months.

During the school term preachsrs would freduent-
1v hold meetings during the noon hour, To these mesh-
ings would come the older people of the community.

The school property was purchased ifrom the Ze-
vier County Roard of Eiucaiion, fugust 26, 1933, by
the Tennessee Park Commisslion whileé acguiring lands
to form the Great Zmoky Mountains National Park.

School conbinued to be held in this building
until the ond of the 1935-1236 school term, By the
fall of 1936 nearly all famllles were moved from this
area and the school wag discontinued.

This bullding served es the church of the com-
muniby a3 well as 1ts school. Services were held in
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it each %unday until 1918 when the new church was
bulilt nearty. :

To the north of the school house is s small
graveyard, Many of the graves have no markers, oth-
ers ara marked with wood and native stone slabsg, and
amae ol these are without identificsitiong other s hsve

simple inscriptions.

ilhe five Valker sisters who 1live necr the school,
and vhosge father and brother helped erect the bullding,
supnliad most of the aYove informetiorn. £11 of these
women attended church and gchool in the Little Green-
brier IZehool and Clmrch House.

The =ize of the loge and workmanship disgplayed
in ite conestraction mark this buillding as one of the
et log structurss in the Greay Smo?y #Hountains

vational Fark,

Czé;é;,/{/ééz%&wavw”

Charles 3, ﬂrossman
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SCHE DUL.E. OF MATEQIALS
FOUNDATIONS - DRY STONE PIERS.
SILLS -LOCUST 10%10"

FLOOR JOISTS - 7"t OAK LOGS WITH
THE TOP HEWN TO A LINE

FLOOQ PRESENT FLOOR 5%4"TO 6"x1"
SAWN OAK BOARDS. ORIGINAL
FLooxz WIDE PINE BOARDS.

WALLS - YELLOW POPLAR LOGS EXCEPT.
AS NOTED. ALL LOGS SPLIT AND
HEWN TwWOQ SIDES. SOME LOGS HEWN
FOUR SIDES TO MAKE WIDTH OF CHINK
_UNIFORM. DOORS AND WINDOWS WERE
.CUT OUT AFTER THE WALLS WERE

. LAID UP. LOG.S PINNED AS NOTED.

CHINKS - CEILED WITH SHORT BOARDS AND
PIECES OF LOG HEWN TO FIT THE
 CHINKS, DRIVEN TIGHT AND DRESSED
FLUSH WITH INSIDE FACE OF THE

| CWALL. ‘ |

CEILING ~ SAWN CHESTNUT POARDS HAND
DRESSED ONE SIDE 6%4"TO 8% x ("

c,EfuNo JOISTS - 8%"t PINE LOGS WITH
THE BOTTOM HEWN TO A LINE.

PAFTERS — 54"t PINE POLES. HEELS OF
PAFTERS PINNED TO END OF CEILING
JOISTS WITH 14" SQUARE LOCUST
PINS.

SHINGLE LA’\FH* RIVED OAK %2 "TO1"*2"TO4"
SHINGLES - (8" RIVED OAK EANDOM
WIDTH EXPC)SE.D 6

GABLES - SAWN POPLAR WEATHER- -
BOABRDING 7%x%" EXPOSED &"

WINDOWS - ORIGINAL OPENING ON SOUTH
ELEVATION. OTHER OPENINGS
"ENLARGED AND FITTED WITH

, PRESENT SASH ABOUT (910.

DOOR - WHITE PINE DRESSED BOTH SIDES

LEGEND
= WOOD IN SECTION
=3 STONE IN SECTION

CHAPLE.S S. GROSSMAN DEL.
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Little Greenbrier School
and Church House HABS No. TN-116
Little Greenbrier Cove
Wears Valley Vicinity
Great Smoky Mountains Natiomal Park

Sevier County

Tennessee

Addendum to:

Little Greenbrier School

and Church House
Elkmont (Wears Valley Vicinity)
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Tennessee

Photos TN-116-1 thru TN-116-9 were previously transmitted to the
Library of Congress. The photos below were taken in April of 1962
by Jack E. Boucher, HABS staff photographer.

TN-116-10
TN-116~11
TN-116-12
IN-116-13
IN-116-14
TN-116-15
IN-116~16
TN-116-17
TN-116-18

TN-116~19

GENERAL VIEW. SHOWS NORTH {with door) FRONT AND EAST SIDE
WEST ELEVATION

SOUTH REAR (right side) AND WEST SIDE

NORTH (FRONT) ELEVATION

FRONT DOOR DETAIL

DETAIL OF BOARD JOINTS AND STONE PILERS

DETAIL OF BOARD JOINTS AND STONE PIERS

SCHOOL-CHURCH INTERIOR

DETAIL OF COMBINAT ION BENCH-DESK

DETAIL OF COMBINATION BENCH-DESK
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