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MISSION 66 i s  a ten-year program o f increased development, protection, and 
maintenance of the National Park System designed to put the system in shape to 
adequately care for the increased v i s i ta t ion  expected by 1966, the 50th anni-
versary of the National Park Service.

This i s  a forward-looking program intended to develop and sta f f these pr ice-
le ss  possess ions of the American people to permit their wisest poss ib le use, 
maximum enjoyment for those who use them, and maximum protect ion of the scenic, 
s c i en t i f i c ,  wilderness, and h i s to r i c  resources that give them distinction.
Construction i s  an important element o f the program. Modem roads, well plan-
ned t ra i l s ,  u t i l i t i e s ,  camp and p icn ic grounds, and many kinds of structures 
needed for public use or administration, to meet the requirements of an ex-
pected 80 mill ion v i s i t o r s  in 1966, are necessary; but they are simply one 
means by which "enjoyment-without-impairment" i s  to be provided.
Under this program, outmoded and inadequate f a c i l i t i e s  wil l be replaced with 
physical improvements adequate for expected demands, but so designed and 
located as to reduce the impact o f  public use on valuable and destructib le 
features. I t  wil l  provide both f a c i l i t i e s  and personnel for v i s i t o r  services 
of the quality and quantity that the public i s  ent it led to expect in i t s  
National Park System. I t  i s  intended to assure the fu l l e s t  poss ib le degree 
of protection, to both v i s i t o r s  and resources. The program has received 
enthusiastic endorsement by the President of the United States and his Cabi-
net, and has been well received by the Congress and Nation at large.

The MISSION 66 program for the Great Smoky Mountains National Park provides 
for the fo l low ing:
Reconstruction o f  major roads where needed. The completed system wil l provide 
172 miles of major roads.
Construction of additional t r a i l s  and conversion of some now existing to a 
d if ferent standard w il l provide a t ra i l  system comprising approximately 700 
miles of horse and foot t ra i l s .
Additional campgrounds and p icn ic areas are planned. By 1966 five campgrounds 
in North Carolina and a similar number in Tennessee, as well as 12 picnic areas 
equally distr ibuted are to be built.
Interpretive and information services are to be augumented with both f a c i l i -
t i e s  and personnel. Two v i s i t o r  centers—a Natural History Center in Tenne-
ssee and a Historical Center in North Carolina--will be provided; campfire 
c i r c l e s  and shelters wil l be constructed at campgrounds and the s ta f f wil l be 
enlarged with su f f i c ien t  seasonal and permanent personnel to provide an ade-
quate and entertaining program.
Foothi l l s  Parkway, a scenic route 70 miles long, along the north boundary of 
the park i s  to be constructed

The program i s  planned to provide adequate f a c i l i t i e s  and services for an 
estimated 4,500,000 people in 1966 in such a fashion that these v i s i t o r s  will 
be able to enjoy a worth while experience in v i s i t in g  the Great Smoky Moun-
tains National Park.


