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K2 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION ) CHECK ONE - CHECK ONE

X EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED 7 © _UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
X GooD ' X RUINS ' XALTERED 7 _~_MOVED DATE
X FAIR ' X UNEXPOSED ) :

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Grand Portage was designated a national historic site in 1951. Nine years later Congress
established Grand Portage National Monument. The monument includes the sites of the
North West Company's Fur Trading post on Grand Portage and at Fort Charlotte as well as
the nine-mile portage trail that connects the two.

Grand Portage National Monument lies entirely within the Grand Portage Indian Reservation
in Cook county, Minnesota, within a few miles of the north tip of the state.

Although the original virgin forests the voyageurs knew have long since been cut, the
Grand Portage passes through dense, second-growth woodland, showing no evidence of human
habitation. - Thus, the traveler who follows the Old trall sees it much as it must have
been two centuries ago.

The reconstructed structuresrthat remain at Grand Portage National Monument represent only
a small percentage of the buildings that once occupied the site of the fur emporium of the
North West Company and its competitors. Most of the structures which once existed at
Grand Portage were built in the French 'poteaux sur sole' or post-on-sill type of con-
struction, at times referred to as the Canadian'style or Canadian frame construction.

The following reconstructions of historic structures and one late—perlod historic building
exist at Grand Portage: -

HS 1 GREAT HALL - This reconstruction replaces a previous one which was built in 1939-
1940 and later burned. The fire, though it destroyed many artifacts, provided a fresh
opportunity to rebuild the Great Hall in a more accurate manner. The present Grand Hall
was reconstructed during 1971-1972 with a number of its features substantiated by excava-
tions. Constructed from square logs, hand hewn from local timbers; the structure. measures
30" x 95'. It is 1% stories with two fireplaces of random-coursed fieldstone, a hip roof
with six gable dormers covering the Great Hall and its 95' long porch located on the south
side. This structure is in excellent condition.

HS 2 CRAWFORD CABIN - This cabin was built circa 1895 on the former site of the Grand
Portage post. It measures 26' x 16', with 1% stories. It is a dovetail constructed log
building. New flooring and a safety disappearing stairway were installed in 1973. New
wiring was installed in 19T74. This structure is in fair condition.

" HS 8fGATEHOUSEV— A 13" x 13' building elevated approximately 12' above grade, this
log gate house was built circa 1Y36. It is in excellent- condition, although partially
charred by fire in 1969. ’

HS 14 WAREHOUSE - A squared log buildihg'SE' x 19' set on piles, this reconstruction
was completed in 1973 and is in excellent condltlon. It is now used as a canoe shed for
1nterpret1ve purposes. )

HS 15'KITCHEN - This building served as a Kitchen for the main dining facilities in
the Great Hall. Reconstructed between 1973 and 1976, it was based on a previous recon-
struction built in 1936 which burned. The structure measures 35' x 27' and is connected
by a walkway to the Great Hall. It is of log construction and is 1% stories tall.

(See continuation sheet, page no. 1)



3 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
__PREHISTORIC  —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE - __RELIGION
© __1400-1499 — ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION . —LAW __SCIENCE
__1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE - SCULPTURE
__1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY — SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
X 1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING __MUSIC __THEATER
X 1800-1899 X COMMERCE _XexXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY X TRANSPORTATION
—_1900- _ COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY X POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —_OTHER (SPECIFV)
__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES - BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1936, the Grand Portage site was judged by the Advisory Board on National Parks,
Historic Sites, Buildings and Monuments to be of national significance because of its
important association with the fur trade and the exploration and colonization of the
northwest, its historic/geographic link between the United States and Canada, and its
excellent state of preservation in a semi-wilderness setting.

Grand Portage National Monument is situated on Lake Superior near the northeastern tip
of Lake Superior. It encompasses the site of one of the most important fur posts on

" the North American continent. Geography, the quest for fur, the search for the North-
west Passage, and a boundary dispute between the United States and Canada, caused it
to become a great center of activity. The strategic location of Grand Portage between
Lake Superior and the interconnected waterway along the present Minnesota-Ontario border
guaranteed it an important place in history, because it guarded one of the best natural
routes to the northern interior of the continent (the other being Hudson Bay). Because
of its geographical advantages, Grand Portage was selected as the headquarters of the
North West Company, a powerful British fur trading firm. Because of the importance of
the company, Grand Portage was the only scene of military activity in Minnesota during
the Revolutionary War when British soldiers were stationed there to protect the company's
property.

The Grand Portage, or the "great carrying place," though neither the longest, the most
difficult, nor the most spectacular of the portages, was a vital link in the fur trade
from Montreal. This nine-mile trail represented the end of travel on the Great Lakes
and the beginning of the interior river and lake route.

By 1778, the North West Company's trading post, located on the shores of the small bay
at the eastern end of the "great carrying place," was in operation. This post, which
took its name from the portage, served as the company's inland headquarters, and it was
here that the "Nor' Westers" held their summer rendezvous.

At the peak of the North West Company's trade, there were over a thousand voyageurs in
the company's service. These faithful laborers usually carried two, 90~pound packs over
the portage between Fort Charlotte and Grand Portage, each trip.

The North West Company was unable to maintain a completemonopoly over the trade that passed
through Grand Portage. Rivals sprang up from time to time, usually to flourish a few years
and then merge with the "Nor' Westers." The most aggressive competitor, the XY Company,
operated neighboring posts at Grand Portage and Fort Charlotte from 1797 t07180h.

(See continuation sheet, page no. 2)
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(See continuation sheet, page no. 4)

At a point which is 330 meters south and 400 meters east of the intersection of sections
4, 5, 8, and 9 in Township 63N Range 6E, the area of Grand Portage National Monument
which surrounds the site of the old North West Company's headquarters begins. From this
point the park property runs west 260 meters, north 140 meters, east 80 meters, north
once again for 390 meters, then east tor 360 meters to the intersection of two roads.
(See continuation sheet, page no. k)
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HS 16 STOCKADE - There are 1574 linear feet of stockade, approximately 14' high.
This reconstruction was first built in 1936 and rebuilt in 196L4. The condition of the
stockade varies from excellent to fair. It consists of logs standing in a filled trench.

HS 17 DOCK - 'lhe present 270' long wood dock is built on the site of the historic
Grand Portage dock used in conjunction with the stockade. A previous dock constructed
on the same site was destroyed by a storm in 1951 and was replaced by the present dock
which is placed on 12' x 12' log cribs filled with loose rubble and is in the shape of
an "L". It remains in excellent condition. This dock is used as a drop-off point for
visitors travelling to and from Isle Royale National Park located in Lake Superior.

HS 18 FORT CHARLOTTE SITE - This site is located on the Pigeon River at the western
end of the Grand Portage trail. A few buried foundations and caved-in cellar pits mark
the location of the Fort Charlotte storage depot of the North West Company. Similar

“remains of a short-lived outpost set up by the competing XY Company in 1797 are also
evident in this area.

PORTAGE TRAIL - The nine-mile Grand Portage or "great carrying place" connected the
‘Pigeon River and Lake Superior. The trall was used by the voyageurs, making their way
to the Grand Portage Stockade, to bypass the treacherous falls and cascades of the lower
Pigeon River. The trail, an unpaved foot path, passes through a dense, second growth
woodland and mountainous terrain.

Two watchtowers (HS 3) once existed on the Grand Portage site. Reconstructions built in
1936 were demolished in the 1960s, due to safety problems and historical inaccuracies.

Grand Portage National Monument also includes numerous other sites of structures built
in the late 18th Century by the North West Company and its competitors. Further
archeological exploration is required in these locations.

OCne nonhistoric structure which exists within the monument's boundaries is a public
restroom which is located outside the stockade at the Grand Portage post.
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By 1800 the boom years of Grand Portage were near an end. In that year a United States X
tax collector visited the North West Company's post and gave notice that the United

~ States would, the next year, levy duties on all merchandise and furs passing over
the portage.

The "Nor' Westers" like many others, were uncertain whether the portage lay on United
States or Canadian soil. Because they thought that the collector had a good case in

the Jay Treaty of 1794 and that his warnings should be taken seriously, they immediately
made plans to move their post to the mouth of the Kaministiquia River on Canadian soil,
about 30 miles northeast, and to reopen a long abandoned and more.difficult route to

the west.

By 1803, the new post--first named Fort Kaministiquia and later called Fort William in
honor of the company's chief superintendent, William McGillivray--was near completion,
and the North West Company bade a final farewell to Grand Portage.

Although the trapping regions and trade routes principally lay in Canada, the people
and events of Grand Portage were also significant in United States history. It could
be said that Grand Portage played a larger part in the history of Canada than in that
of the United States. But, in a larger context, it must be recognized that Grand
Portage played a part in the historical development of both nations. The French
explorers who used the portage knew no international boundary; they traveled into the
Dakotas and the Illinois country, as well as through western Canada.

The Grand Portage trail was and still is an international road. Under the terms of the
Webster-Ashburton Treaty of 1842 use of the trail remains free and open to this day to
citizens of both the United States and Great Britain.
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Master Plan for Grand Portage, U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service,
June, 19T71.
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FORT CHARLOTTE

€ Epar 16 289080 5320550 ARBB 16 239400 5320540
gg 6 16 289380 5319740 eeBD 16 288660 5319770
PDEE 16 288650 5319920

GRAND PORTAGE TRATL

AAA 16 289390 5320160 BBB 16 291000 5320200
CCC 16 293000 5319880 DDD 16 295000 5319800
EEE 16 297000 5318880 FFF 16 299000 5317200

GGG 16 2 1
99@9900 53 5572;%

Verbal Boundary Description

Here the boundary travels north ror 190 meters, east for 30 meters, north again for
40 meters, then east for LOO meters and then south 550 meters to the shore of Lake
Superior. At this point the boundary follows the shoreline in a southwesterly direc-
tion to the point where it began.

The portion of Grand Portage National Monument which surrounds Fort Charlotte borders
Canada and lies in the NE % of section 29, Township 6LN, Range S5E.

The Park's property also includes the Grand Portage Trail which runs from Lake
Superior to the Pigeon River. This trail is protected within a strip of land 100
feet wide, for about a mile, from Grand Portage village to U.S. 61 and is 600 feet
in width the remainder of the way to Fort Charlotte.
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HS 16 STOCKADE - There are 1574 linear feet of stockade, approximately 14' high.
This reconstruction was first built in 1936 and rebuilt in 1964. The condition of
the stockade varies from excellent to fair. It consists of logs standing in a
filled trench.

HS 18 FORT CHARLOTTE SITE - This site is located on the Pigeon River at the
western end of the Grand Portage trail. A few buried foundations and caved-in cellar
pits mark the location of the Fort Charlotte storage depot of the North West Company.
Similar remains of a short-lived outpost set up by the competing XY Company in
1797 are also evident in this area.

PORTAGE TRAIL - The nine-mile Grand Portage or "great carrying place" connected
- the Pigeon River and Lake Superior. The trail was used by the voyageurs, making
their way to the Grand Portage Stockade, to bypass the treacherous falls and
cascades of the lower Pigeon River. The trail, an unpaved foot path, passes
through a dense, second growth woodland and mountainous terrain.

Two watchtowers (HS 3) once existed on the Grand Portage site. Reconstructions built
in 1936 were demolished in the 1960s, due to safety problems and historical
inaccuracies.

Grand Portage National Monument also includes numerous othér sites of structures
built in the late 18th Century by the North West Company and its competitors.
Further archeological exploration is required in these locations.

One nonhistoric structure which exists within the monument's boundaries is a public
restroom which is located outside the stockade at the Grand Portage post.

Another is a 270' long wood dock built on the site of the historic Grand Portage
dock used in conjunction with the stockade. A previous dock constructed on the same
site was destroyed by a storm in 1951 and was replaced by the present dock which

is placed on 12' x 12' log cribs filled with loose rubble and is in the shape of

an "L". It remains in excellent condition. This dock is used as a drop-off point
for visitors travelling to and from Isle Royale National Park located in Lake
Superior. '
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1. Name Of Property

historic name Grand Portage National Monument
other names/site number __Grand Portage (Site 21CK6), Fort Charlotte (21CK7). and the Grand Portage Trail

2. Location

street & number _Off U. S. Highway 61 within the area of the Grand Portage Indian Reservation not for publication N/A
city or town Grand Portage vicinity _X
state Minnesota code __MN county _ Cook code 031
zip code __ 55605

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this____ nomination ___ request for
determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural
and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property X meets ____ does not meet the National Register Criteria. 1
recommend that this propert? Z considered significant % nationally __statewide __ locally. ( ___ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

/&J?)m F.A.o. 7-6-o%

Signétfire and title of certifying official Date

National Park Service
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property x meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( ____See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other ofﬁcml % z Date
Patrick McCormack, Deputy State Historic Preservauon cer, Minnesota Historical Society / %r/( / { p ’{0 o5

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I herc/)y certify that this property is: Signatyre of Keeper Date of Action
entered in the National Register Aﬁﬁug 7/6 / 2005

See continuation sheet.

determined eligible for the National Register
See continuation sheet.

determined not eligible for the National Register
removed from the National Register

other (explain):




Grand Portage National Monument
Name of Property

Cook County, MN

County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.)
[] private [] building
[ public-local X district
] public-State [ site
X public-Federal (] structure
[ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
0 3 building
1 0 sites
2 9 structures
0 1 objects
3 13 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the
National Register

N/A 7
6. Function Or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.) (Enter categories from instructions.)
COMMERCE/ TRADE/ trade OTHER/ National Monument

DOMESTIC: camp

LANDSCAPE: forest

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)
other: French piéces-sur-piéces or “Red River Frame”

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)
foundation __Stone

walls Wood
roof Shake
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

(See Continuation Sheets)



Grand Portage National Monument

Cook County, MN

Name of Property County and State
8. Statement Of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance

(Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

[C] B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction
or represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

XI D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[0 A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

[0 B removed from its original location.

[J C abirthplace or grave.

] D acemetery.

[ E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
[J F acommemorative property.

[0 G Iless than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

(Enter categories from instructions.)

ARCHEOLOGY: Historic Aboriginal
ARCHEOLOGY: Historic Non-Aboriginal

EXPL ORATION/SETTLEMENT

COMMERCE

TRANSPORTATION

POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

Period of Significance

1731-1951

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above.)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
EURO-AMERICAN

OJIBWE

Architect/Builder
N/A

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
[[] preliminary determination of individual listing
(36 CFR 67) has been requested
[ previously listed in the National Register
[0 previously determined eligible for the National Register
[ designated a National Historic Landmark
[ recorded by Historic American Building Survey
#
[ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
[] State Historic Preservation Office
[J Other State agency
[ Federal agency
O Local government
[ University
[J Other
Name of repository:
Grand Portage Monument Headquarters, Grand Marais. MN



Grand Portage National Monument Cook County, MN
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 709.97 acres
UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
i 3
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2 4

X See continuation sheet.
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Douglas A, Birk

organization Archaeologist/Historian date 2 March 2005
street & number __ 4522 Nokomis Avenue South telephone __ (612) 722-4231
city or town Minneapolis state_ . MN zip code 55406

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the complete form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5- or 15-minute series) indicating the property’s location (See maps filed with original nomination).

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name

street & number telephone

city or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for application to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties
for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in
accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comment regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form
to the Chief, Administrative Service Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and
Budget, Paper Work Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503
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Section __ 5 Page 1 Grand Portage National Monument, Cook County, MN

5. CLASSIFICATION

List of Contributing and Noncontributing Resources within the GRPO Historic District

Number and Identity of Resources

Resources Contributing Noncontributing
Buildings | 1-Great Hall (CR-5)** 1-Public Restroom Facilities
1-Kitchen (CR-16)** 1-GRPO Maintenance Facilities
1-Warehouse/Canoe Shed (CR-47)** 1-GRPO Ranger Station
1-Gatchouse (CR-14)** 1-GRPO Ranger Residence
Sites 1-Fort Charlotte Site Complex** 0
1-Grand Portage Site Complex
1-Grand Portage trail corridor**
Structures | 1-Stockade (CR-19) 1-Grand Portage Trail Improvements
1-Stone Highway Bridge (CR-59) 1-Public Roads (Highways crossing the
portage)
1-Public Roads (Within the lakeshore
unit)

1-Snow Creek Footbridge

1-Footbridges by Grand Portage Bay

1-Fort Charlotte Restroom & Picnic
Facilities

1-Mount Rose Trail & Trail
Improvements

1-Secure Parking/Storage Areas

1-Grand Portage Dock (CR-97)

1-USID Dock (CR-54)

Objects 0 1-Fort Charlotte Stone Monument

TOTAL 9 15

** Indicates properties listed on the NRHP database in 1976. The Crawford Cabin, listed in 1976 as
an historic building, was determined ineligible and was removed from the NRHP in 1986. The totals
here do not match those in Section 5 of the form, because previously listed properties are not counted
in Section 5 of the form.
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7. DESCRIPTION
SUMMARY STATEMENT

The Grand Portage National Monument (GRPO) is a National Park Service (NPS) park unit near the United States-Canadian
Border in extreme northeastern Minnesota. The GRPO contains 709.97 acres, including the Grand Portage, a historic carrying
place on the old Voyageurs Highway canoe route that connects Lake Superior with navigable waterways to the northwest. The
park is bounded on the north and south by the Grand Portage Indian Reservation, on the west by the Pigeon River, and on the east
by a bay of Lake Superior. The lakefront area of the park lies within the community of Grand Portage, the home place and
government/business center of the Grand Portage Band of Minnesota Chippewa (Ojibwe, Ojibway, Anishinaabeg).

Congress set the GRPO aside in 1958 to preserve and interpret historical properties relating to the North American fur trade, as
well as to foster relations and promote employment with the Grand Portage Ojibwe and to protect scenic and natural values. In the
cighteenth and nineteenth centuries the Grand Portage was vital to trade and exploration in the Northwest. Today the GRPO is a
multifaceted cultural and natural resource that incorporates sites, landscapes, structures, reconstructions, and ecosystems important
to North American Indian, French and British colonial, and Canadian and United States history (Cockrell 1983).

Initially used by Native American/First Nation peoples, the Grand Portage was opened to commercial traffic by French traders in
the early 1700s A.D. Trade activities peaked there under the North West Company (NWC), a Montreal-based coalition of British
traders, following the American Revolution. By 1804 the NWC and competing traders abandoned intensive use of the Grand
Portage, leaving behind a rich tangible legacy of their passing in the form of archeological remains and cultural landscapes.' Later
episodes of human activity often added to, altered, or degraded those resources. Since the 1930s, efforts to protect and maintain
cultural properties, landscapes, and reconstructions at Grand Portage have been assisted by local Ojibwe workers, many descended
from individuals who may have been there as early as the 1730s (e.g., Blackwell et al. 1983:61-62, 74-75).

A district National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) Inventory-Nomination Form was completed for the GRPO in 1976, and it
was listed on the NRHP in 1977. The nomination found the GRPO significant for “its important association with the fur trade and
the exploration and colonization of the northwest, its historic and geographic link between the United States and Canada, and its
excellent state of preservation in a semi-wildemess setting” (Busch 1976; NPS 2003:171). The nomination defined the principal
areas and period of significance for the district to be the history and archeology of the North American fur trade between 1730 and
1804. The district’s boundaries corresponded with the GRPO’s administrative boundaries (Busch 1976).

Among seven contributing properties listed in the NRHP database following the 1976 nomination are: two sites (the Grand
Portage trail and the Fort Charlotte site complex), an historic 1890s cabin (the Crawford Cabin), and four reconstructed fur trade
buildings (the Great Hall, Gatehouse, Warehouse, and Kitchen). Noncontributing properties include one non-historic building (the
public restroom) and one non-historic structure (the Grand Portage Dock). Although mentioned in the nomination (Busch 1976),
the reconstructed NWC stockade (i.¢., fort enclosure) is not listed in the database. The 1976 nomination was later found
inadequate for the management needs of the GRPO, partly because it made little mention of archeological resources and ignored
other resource classes altogether, including properties dating to the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Likewise, the
nomination did not adequately document or justify how the historic reconstructions meet the criteria for NRHP listing as
contributing structures.

! Cultural landscapes are settings that people have created in the natural world. Through interwoven patterns of built and natural elements,
cultural landscapes reflect how humans have adapted to and manipulated the land. As with an historic district, a cultural landscape is composed
of constituent areas or features that may or may not contribute to the significance of an cligible NRHP property. For more information on how
cultural landscape principles might be applied at the GRPO, se¢ Burt (2001) and NPS (2003:175-177).
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The 1976 nomination is now also seriously outdated. Since the time of its writing, the GRPO has been the subject of increased
research and planning activities that have helped to further identify, delineate, and assess cultural and natural resources within the
park. More recent park projects include the inventory of cultural and natural resources (¢.g., Woolworth and Woolworth 1982;
Birk 2001), archeological investigations along the Grand Portage trail corridor (e.g., Birk and Cooper 2001; Cooper 2004),
renewed study of archival materials relating to Grand Portage (White 2004), and oral interviews with tribal elders to build
awareness of sites with ethnographic or traditional cultural significance (Auger and Driben 2000). Other initiatives have
reexamined the park’s mission and priorities, explored alternatives for managing and using the park, defined and inventoried
cultural landscapes, and established appropriate interpretive themes and visitor experience goals (e.g.; Burt 2001; NPS 2003;
GRPO 2004). Among research designed to increase current understanding of natural environments at the GRPO are
geomorphological studies that address regional glacial and post-glacial history and the influences of natural features, soils, and
drainage on vegetation and human land use (e.g., Phillips 2003). Historical and archeological studies at Voyageurs National Park,
another Minnesota-based NPS park unit noted for its fur trade heritage and its location on the historic Voyageurs Highway, have
also cast light on the use of the Grand Portage (e.g., Catton and Montgomery 2000; Birk and Richner 2004).

The present NHRP nomination is a revision of the 1976 original. The GRPO district boundaries still correspond with the
administrative boundaries of the park, but the areas of significance have been retailored and the period of significance is now
extended from 1731 through 1951 (see Section 8 of the printed form above). As indicated on the chart (Section 5, Page 1),
contributing resources within the district now include three archeological sites, four replicated fur trade era buildings, one
replicated fur trade era structure, and one early twentieth century stone highway bridge. Among noncontributing resources are four
buildings, ten structures, and one object. A broader discussion of cultural sites and loci begins on page 15 of Section 7, below.

GRAND PORTAGE AND THE NORTHWEST FUR TRADE

The Grand Portage is located on the northwestern periphery of the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River drainage in the midcontinent
of North America. It is a place celebrated for its associations with the northem fur trade, a dynamic enterprise that forged diverse
and insoluble relationships between Indian and non-Indian peoples as early as the seventeenth century A. D. At its most elemental
level the fur trade involved the bartering of Indian furs, provisions, and services for imported European goods and commodities.
In broader view, however, the trade entailed a profound intercultural exchange of languages, ideas, materials, technologies,
diseases, and genes while promoting commercial, political, and marital alliances within a global economy.

French and later British traders commonly entered the Great Lakes-Northwest trade by traveling west from Montreal. The use of
Indian guides, birchbark canoes, and a vast network of established Indian canoe routes and portages assisted their movements
(Morse 1969; Birk 1994a). From the beginning, the fur trade built on entrenched Indian exchange practices while catering to
Indian preferences and needs (e.g., White 1982, 1987). Over time, as the business of accruing and transporting goods grew more
complex and exchange frontiers expanded westward, the systems of trade were institutionalized. Certain individuals, like
voyageurs, became specialists in the trade hierarchy just as certain places, like entrepdts, gained wider distinction as nodes or
corridors of commerce. The most influential settlements were those that played strategic roles in the flow of workers, provisions,
merchandise, and information (e.g., Hirth 1976).

Grand Portage became such a place in the eighteenth century. Through regular use, the Grand Portage emerged as a hub for local
trade and as a transshipment center--a gateway community that linked markets and linear transportation lanes in the east with
branching trade routes and mosaic trade districts to the northwest (Birk 1984:51-52). Between 1731 and 1804 tons of supplies and
furs were shuttled over the portage; some, in and out of the warehouses eventually built at either end of the trail. After 1760 the
portage became a general rendezvous. It was a veritable beehive of activity during summers, but in winters the outposts there were
comparatively quiet and staffed only by small crews engaged in local trading and facilities management (Gilman 1992). At the
height of the trade, around 1800, Grand Portage was the western headquarters of the NWC and the rival XY Company (XYC),
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two of the largest commercial establishments in North America. When the NWC and XYC moved their operations north to
Kaministikwia (later Fort William, Ontario) at the start of the nineteenth century, Grand Portage lost its identity and its status as
an entrepdt, abruptly becoming remote to the main channels of trade and communication and less important to the outside world.

In some respects, the relative geographical isolation of Grand Portage is as conspicuous today as it was in former times. Ojibwe
residents there recently observed: “One cannot think of Grand Portage at all without noting that it is far from other places.” That
seclusion, along with local conditions and shifting economic and political forces, has long shaped historical and cultural
developments at Grand Portage (Blackwell et al. 1983:65).

SETTING

The GRPO is in a forested region of rugged topography in Cook County, Minnesota, on the northwest side of Lake Superior. The
Monument lies within the Canadian biotic province near the southern edge of the Canadian Shield. Terrain in the vicinity of the
GRPO is sculpted by uplift, glaciation, and erosion and characterized by rock ridges and rolling hills interspersed with swamps,
marshes, ponds, and lakes (Cleland 1966:9; Ojakangas and Matsch 1982:175-176). The primary upland forest vegetation consists
of dense stands of conifers, birch, aspen, and maple. Spruce, tamarack, cedar, fir, willow, hawthom, and alder flourish in low or
poorly drained areas (e.g., Marschner 1974; Woolworth 1975a:274; Birk 2001). Surface soils, typically underlain by bedrock,
stones and gravel, or lacustrine clays (Phillips 1995:18, 32; 2003), are thin, infertile, and of little value for agriculture.

Prior to intensive logging in the late nineteenth century, few, if any, large winter fauna other than black bear, moose, and caribou
were found in the forest lands of northeastern Minnesota, including the Grand Portage area (e.g., Breckenridge 1949:128-131;
Gilman 1992:95). With the exception of caribou, which will secasonally gather in small bands (Cochrane 1996:63), these are non-
gregarious species prone to live in relative isolation. Comparing the poverty of game animals around Grand Portage to the great
number of fish in Lake Superior, one writer in the late eighteenth century said “the waters alone are abundantly inhabited” (Lamb
1970:96). Fur traders at Grand Portage at the time were more dependent on imported foods for their diet than on local fish and
game or on local agriculture, including domestic livestock (Woolworth 1975a:280-281). Throughout much of the historic period,
the local Ojibwe, too, were skilled collectors rather than producers of food (Noble 1989a:14).

Climatic conditions at Grand Portage are generally cool and moist and subject to the lake effect of Lake Superior. The average
annual temperature there is about 39-degrees Fahrenheit. The average annual snowfall of 60 to 68 inches is high even by
Minnesota standards. Indeed, one of the greatest Minnesota snowfalls ever recorded within a 24-hour period was 28.0 inches that
fell at the Pigeon River in April 1933. The greatest annual snowfall on record, amounting to 147.5 inches (12.29-feet), occurred at
the same location during the winter of 1936-37 (Tester 1995:39). At Grand Portage, the number of days each year with snow
cover (usually between 100 and 140 days) can actually exceed the number of frost-free days during the growing season (usually
between 80 and 125 days) (Grout et al. 1959:xv, 10-11; Cleland 1966:9).

Long and short-term fluctuations in moisture and temperature are known. For example, the Little Ice Age (LIA), a period of 300
years or more characterized by episodes of increased cooling and moisture, occurred in the midcontinent during terminal
precontact and early postcontact times (Cleland 1966:34-36; Birk 1991:243-245). On a lesser scale, some decades, years, or
seasons also stand out in contrast to the expected norm. For example, the period 1800-1808 was one of generally decreased
precipitation, lowered water levels, and increased danger of wild fires throughout much of the western Lake Superior Region (e.g.,
Gates 1965:197, 252). Conversely, the winter of 1798 was so unusually severe that ice hindered the movement of NWC vessels on
the Great Lakes as late as June 1799 (Thompson 1969:84).

Droughty conditions can constrain the mobility of human groups, disrupt fisheries, retard maple sugaring, and devastate wild rice
crops, just as increased or extended cool-moist conditions could also shape economic opportunities and limit human population
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growth. Indeed, the LIA may have influenced a shift to a fur-trading economy for Native groups throughout the upper Great Lakes
Region at or about the time of their initial exposure to Euroamerican traders and trade goods. The same developments may also
have enhanced tribal differences and stimulated the movement of some Native groups into areas with greater hunting potentials
resulting in increased intertribal tensions and warfare (e.g., Cleland 1966:34-36; Birk 1991:243-245; Clark 1999:32). The annual
parade of seasons gave a cyclical thythm to social and economic activities at Grand Portage (e.g., Winchell 1899:503n;
Woolworth and Woolworth 1982, 1:202-205; Blackwell et al. 1983:15-20), affecting the tempo of the fur trade, the first major
postcontact industry and intercultural exchange to flourish there (Gilman 1992:3, 56-62; Birk 1994a:361).

Human activities in the Grand Portage area are also influenced by the topography. Extending about four to five miles inland along
the shore of Lake Superior in Cook County is a coastal belt of long rocky ridges separated by longitudinal valleys. The uplands
just beyond the coastal ridges are more uniformly elevated and have lesser relief. About 50 miles back from the lake and 900 feet
higher in elevation, is the rim of the Superior basin. Throughout the entire area, drainage pattems, stream channels, land and water
transportation routes, and even the character of the Superior shoreline, are all widely influenced by the placement and structure of
the ancient bedrock (Winchell 1899:503-507; Schwartz 1928; Grout et al. 1959:2-4; Ojakangas and Matsch 1982:175-176).

Grand Portage is a place of majestic scale and natural beauty with many prominent landmarks. The lakefront area of the GRPO
faces Grand Portage Bay, a horseshoe-shaped inlet that forms the deepest natural indentation on the Minnesota coast of Lake
Superior (Schwartz 1928:29). Flanking the northeast side of the bay is the rolling ridge of Hat Point (Pointe au Chapeaux), backed
farther inland by the promontory of Mount Josephine, the top of which towers nearly 750-feet above the surface of the lake. The
opposite, southwest edge of the bay is framed by the sloping headland of Raspberry Point (Pointe a la Framboise). About a mile
offshore, in the center of the bay and partly shielding the bay from the big lake, is Grand Portage Island (also known as Pete’s
Island, Sheep Island, Isle aux Mouton, etc.) (Gates 1965:92-93; Grout et al. 1959:134). Near the lakefront within the GRPO is an
imposing hill known as Mount Rose. The rounded and rocky summit of the hill rises several hundred feet above the bay and
overlooks all of the historic properties clustered along the shoreline there (Winchell 1899:341; Thompson 1969:64; Gilman
1992:5), as well as the mouth of Grand Portage Creek, a stream channel that drains from the interior highlands and skirts the base
of Mount Rose before entering Lake Superior. Mount Rose once served as a vantage to watch for approaching watercraft, the
carliest such documented use perhaps occurring in 1767 (Carver 1956:127-128).

Grand Portage Bay is deceptively shallow for its size. At present lake levels as far as a half-mile from shore the bay is less than
ten feet deep. One writer, referring to a NWC schooner in 1800, said the “Bay is so shoal that the vessel must be almost light
before she can approach the shore.” For that reason the largest schooners typically anchored by Grand Portage Island a mile or so
offshore (Thompson 1969:96; Lamb 1970:94). So did ships that visited Grand Portage in the nineteenth century (¢.g., Armstrong
and Wentworth 1892:181; Woolworth 1979:109). Government engineers made preliminary surveys in the harbor in the 1880s
with an eye towards possible future improvements, probably including dredging (WHC 11:125n4). A possible target for dredging
may have been a “subaqueous ridge or barrier” formed by heavy waves breaking offshore. In the 1890s it is said that, “Boats
drawing over a foot of water may ground on this barrier, but between it and the shore the water is deeper” (Lawson 1893:251).

Among other natural features along the North Shore are relic beach ridges and erosional bluffs marking prior surface levels of
Lake Superior or earlier lakes, like glacial lakes Duluth, Algonquin, and Nipissing. The higher lake levels were caused by the
ponding of glacial meltwater near the end of the Wisconsinan period of glaciation thousand years ago (Wright 1972:568-569;
Phillips 2003). While the lake surface now stands at about 600 to 602 fect above mean sea level (amsl), at Grand Marais just 36-
miles southwest of Grand Portage abandoned beach ridges are found as high as 1270 feet amsl (Grout et al. 1959:72). A gravel bar
atop Mount Josephine at about the same elevation is one of the most northerly relic beaches of Glacial Lake Duluth in Cook
County. During earlier, proglacial phases, the ponded meltwaters at Grand Portage likely stood even higher, causing the rocky
summit of Mount Josephine to once be an offshore shoal (Phillips 1995:31, 36). The level of Lake Superior has also been as much
as 200 feet lower than now. The present level was attained when the enormous weight of glacial ice in the Superior Basin was
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removed and the earth’s crust at the outlet of the lake (at present-day Sault Ste. Marie) rebounded to a higher elevation (Ojakangas
and Matsch 1982:110). If human interactions with the lake occurred throughout these episodes of change, then it is possible that
archeological materials or deposits might lie on old beach lines well above or below the present surface of Lake Superior (e.g.,
Phillips 1995). As in other areas given to radical water-level fluctuations (e.g. Fedje and Christensen 1999), archeological
materials on the present shoreline may only reflect a part of the range and sequence of local human coastal occupation.

Several relic shorelines and erosional bluffs are present at Grand Portage Bay and in adjoining areas farther inland (Lawson 1893;
Grout et al. 1959:9, 27, 71, 134; Johnson 1961:3; Phillips 1995; 2003). Some of the relic shorelines are better defined than others,
but many consist of reworked deltaic materials washed down from an old pre-glacial drainageway just northwest of the bay
(Winchell 1899:341-342). One abandoned beach ridge may be the aforementioned “subaqueous ridge or barrier” on the floor of
Grand Portage Bay. Another, comprised largely of gravel and boulders, underlies the reconstructed NWC Great Hall at the GRPO
(Woolworth 1975a:15). The upper road to Hat Point east of the Monument is likewise built along the crest of an abandoned beach
ridge about 35 feet above the lake (Grout et al. 1959:6, fig. 5). The latter ridge, a sea-cliff carved out of delta materials, is one of
the most striking shore features at Grand Portage (Lawson 1893:251). Areas behind or between the lower inland beach ridges are
often poorly drained or subject to flooding, qualities that made them unsuited for habitation purposes either seasonally or longer
term (e.g., Woolworth and Johnson 1963:1). Drainage is also influenced by the nature of surface soils which, on lakefront tracts at
Grand Portage Bay, range from fine sand to impermeable clays variously underlain at no great depth by slate bedrock (Woolworth
1963:6). Given these conditions, the commercial and residential buildings and structures that once stood near the lakefront at
Grand Portage Bay were probably sited, in large part, with regard to elevation, soils, slope, drainage, and other environmental
factors. The lengthy tradition of lake-oriented settlement practices and the general sparsity of prime settlement areas on the
lakefront mean that some landscapes or terrain features there may have accommodated continuous, varied, or repetitive land use
over great periods of time. The presence or absence and nature of cultural materials on relic beach ridges at the bay might help to
date their formation or to date associated lake-level stands or fluctuations.

One impact of intensive and sustained settlement and land use at Grand Portage Bay in the late eighteenth century A. D. was
deforestation. The development and maintenance of trading post facilities, the unending need for firewood, and possible activities
like canoe making, ship building or repair, cooperage, gardening, and grazing livestock, stripped much of the immediate lakefront
of tree cover. Wood fuel was scarce at the bay as early as 1793, and contemporary descriptions of Grand Portage suggest that
areas adjoining the portage, for a mile or so inland, were generally cut over (e.g., Thompson 1969:22, 27, 50, 106; Woolworth and
Woolworth 1982, 1:183). Some cutover areas may have reverted to grass, contributing to the “abundance of hay” reported at
Grand Portage in the late 1700s (Lamb 1970:97). Similar conditions prevailed in the early 1890s when the overland passage
through the hills at Grand Portage was said to be “fairly free from timber” (Lawson 1893:249).

Natural openings were a rarity in the forested uplands about Lake Superior in early postcontact times. In fact, except for beaches,
barren rock exposures, and the occasional storm-ravaged landscape or grand-brulé (i.c., bumned out areas; see Gates 1965:77),
they were nonexistent. North American Indian peoples, including Ojibwe, some times used fire to manipulate their environments
and as a means to create or maintain habitats that might improve hunting and foraging opportunities (¢.g., Pyne 1982; Gilman
1992:95). Extensive peripheral clearings at settlements like Grand Portage might create an inconvenience or hardship to persons in
need of firewood or building materials. However, the same clearings could offer some relief from flying insects or a greater level
of protection against the threat of forest fires, wild animals, and surprise attack from hostile forces. A sparse ground cover could
also accelerate snow melt and increase runoff and evaporation, leaving a more hospitable or acsthetic living environment--at least
in the eyes of Europeans (e.g., Madson 1982).

The settlement and land-use practices of one generation or group can easily alter or destroy material evidences left by another. For
example, drainage ditches dug to facilitate human settlement at Grand Portage Bay damaged earlier cultural remains in the
lakefront area, while archeological loci on relic beach ridges there have also been impacted by modem road and housing
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construction (e.g., Woolworth 1962a:12; Woolworth and Woolworth 1982, II: Nos. 4, 41, 42; Noble 1989b). Farming activities,
like gardening and raising cattle, pigs, and fox, have also taken a toll. From about 1914 through 1940 the main road leading from
Grand Portage to the outside communities of Mineral Center and Grand Marais ran along the lakeshore through archeologically
sensitive areas on either side of Grand Portage Creek. An intersecting road that cut through the northeast end of the old NWC
depot site to reach the nearby commercial center of Grand Portage village impacted other resources (Woolworth 1963:7;
Woolworth and Woolworth 1982, II: Nos. 49 and 50). The use of soine areas within the depot compound for tourist parking
further damaged fur-trade archeological deposits by the reconstructed Great Hall (Cockrell 1983:33).

Lake Superior is another destructive force, which, through wave action, currents, fluctuations, and shifting ice, has long scoured
the shoreline at the GRPO. In some places 30 to 40 feet of the shoreline at Grand Portage Bay have been inundated or lost to
erosion in less than a hundred years (Woolworth 1962a:12, 1963:7; Woolworth and Woolworth 1982, 1:41-42). Any archeological
evidence there, like the remains of canoe landings or structures near the water’s edge (¢.g., Woolworth 1975:205), may now be
flooded or destroyed. One former notable feature, a point of land just east of the mouth of Grand Portage Creek, has been reduced
and inundated within the past century or so by the collective energies of storms, ice heaves, and lake-level fluctuations. Lateral
movements of the creek have also eroded archeological remains near the lakefront. In 1977 rain-induced flooding and the
abnormally high level of Lake Superior necessitated bank-stabilization efforts along the Superior shoreline and the creek (Cockrell
1983:58; Lynott 1983). A decade later, continued lakeshore erosion called for additional stabilization (Noble 1989a:26-29).

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Nestled on the shore of Grand Portage Bay opposite Grand Portage Island and abutting the GRPO along the lower reaches of
Grand Portage Creek, is the community of Grand Portage. The village and the GRPO are within the area of the Grand Portage
Indian Reservation, home to the Grand Portage Band of Ojibwe. The band, the village, the reservation, the island, the creek, the
bay, and the GRPO all derive their name from the Kitchi Onigum or “great carrying place” (e.g., Gilfillan 1976:27), a grand and
historic portage that wends overland from the bay to Fort Charlotte, a landing on the Pigeon River.

The Pigeon River is now part of the international border between the United States and Canada. The GRPO encompasses the
Grand Portage trail corridor including about 102 acres on the Pigeon River, 530 acres along the portage corridor, and 78 acres at
Grand Portage Bay. Given its configuration the GRPO can be thought of as three interconnected archeological site complexes:
those at Pigeon River and Grand Portage Bay and the portage trail corridor that links the two. All three of these complexes are
now in the protective custody of the NPS, and all three contribute to the historical significance of the GRPO Historic District.

Human interactions with these landscapes over time involve a diverse range of settlement and land-use activities at either end of
the portage with mostly transient portaging, camping, hunting and gathering, and trail improvement activities occurring in
between. Original Land Survey records suggest that very little pine timber had survived logging operations and wild fires within
the area of the GRPO by the early 1890s (Birk 2001). Commercial logging was begun on the Pigeon River by 1898 and all
forestlands within the Grand Portage Indian Reservation were cut over by 1929 (Gilman 1992:113-114). Abandoned homestead
sites and logging-related properties, including logging roads, are expected in interior locations along the portage trail. Trails of
unknown antiquity also branch from the Grand Portage to reach other locales, the most notable being the Silver Mountain and
Cascades trails (e.g., Woolworth and Woolworth 1982, I:15, 17, 206-210; Cockrell 1983:77; Gilman 1992:113; Birk 1998:14-15).

The Grand Portage is the first leg of a remarkable inland canoe route that passes from Lake Superior through a chain of lakes and
rivers along the present international boundary between Ontario and Minnesota. That mainline route, sometimes called the
“Voyageur’s Highway,” links with a vast network of other branching canoe trails in the hinterlands beyond (Morse 1969). Few
viable inland water routes emanate from the west side of Lake Superior, and the Grand Portage-Pigeon River route early proved to
be the most direct and efficient gateway to the “border lakes™ region and the far Northwest (Gilman 1992:4).
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The Pigeon River is a relatively short stream headwatering at the rim of the Superior basin about 50 miles west of Grand Portage
Bay and entering Lake Superior about five miles to the northeast. The river is navigable by canoe for much of its length above
Fort Charlotte. For 20 miles below Fort Charlotte, however, the Pigeon River is impassable. That stretch follows an eastward
course through a sinuated series of rapids, canyons, and falls before reaching the big lake. The terrain on the Canadian side of the
lower Pigeon River is too rugged and the distance between the lake and navigable parts of the river too great for portaging to be
practical there (Schwartz 1928:27; Buck 1931:3; Burpee 1931:362; Morse 1969:30, 75-79; Birk 1998:6).

The terrain on the American side is more accommodating though still a formidable challenge. There, the southwest trend of the
Superior shoreline and the imposing indentation of Grand Portage Bay conspire to shorten the distance between the lake and the
navigable stretch of the Pigeon River at Fort Charlotte (Schwartz 1928:27; Buck 1931:3). Also present are strategic gaps that align
in the high rock ridges behind Grand Portage Bay to form a natural corridor leading into the interior. That inland corridor can be
scen from the bay and from the top of Mount Rose and could well have been discovered from either vantage. The first two gaps,
within two miles of the lake, are remnants of the aforementioned pre-glacial drainageway that now contains the main stem of
Grand Portage Creek (Schwartz 1928:28-29). The creek forks within a longitudinal valley above the second gap. The lesser
branch of the creek drains that long narrow valley from the northeast and the dominant branch drains from the southwest. The
portage trail parallels the creek’s main channel on its north side through the first two gaps. Then it crosses the lesser branch of the
creek and climbs sharply to the northwest to reach a level terrace near a third gap, the highest of the three gaps. Beyond the third
gap the trail passes through an area of dissected terrain where it crosses two branches of Poplar Creek, a minor northerly flowing
branch of the Pigeon River (Winchell 1899:505; Phillips 2003).

The Grand Portage trail corridor incorporates the geographical space traversed by all past and present portage trail alignments
between Grand Portage Bay and the Pigeon River landing at Snow Creek (Fort Charlotte). The corridor is said to take full
advantage of “every favorable place in the topography” (Schwartz 1928:27-29), and to generally follow a course that cannot be
improved upon even with the use of modem maps (e.g., Birk 1994a:373-374). The straight-line distance between the east and west
ends of the portage is 7.3 miles, but the winding and undulated route of the trail and a northward arc in its course (a radial arcing
distance of up to 1.25 miles) add to the trail’s overall length.

Archeologists are now studying how the track of the portage trail, as mapped in the late nineteenth century, corresponds with that
used during the eighteenth century or earlier. As presently maintained, the trail follows a course suggested by the 1892-1893
Original Land Survey records of the General Land Office (Trygg 1966; Cockrell 1983:110). Given the dynamics of pedestrian
travel in northem forest environments, where fallen trees, excessive moisture, and other factors might compel detours, the Original
Land Survey may provide only a “snapshot” image of the portage. That is, the land survey records may just delineate the course of
the trail as it appeared at the time of the survey, after much of the area had been cut over.

Today, the portage trail corridor is often thought of in two parts: the eastern “half” that threads through gaps and valleys to avoid
surmounting the highest rocky ridges and the western “half” that generally passes over the most-clevated terrain to avoid steep
slopes and swamps. The division between the two “halves” is loosely defined by the intersection of the portage trail with old U. S.
Highway 1 (also known locally as old Highway 61). The portage intersects new U. S. Highway 61, today’s “North Shore Drive,”
about 0.7 miles from the shore of Lake Superior, and it intersects old Highway 1 about 2.9 miles farther on, or about 3.6 miles
from the lake. Between the area of Mount Rose and new Highway 61 a 100-foot wide strip of NPS land now protects the portage.
The strip is centered on the trail. From new Highway 61 to Fort Charlotte the protective corridor is about 600 feet wide (Cockrell
1983:2). The two public highways, a logging road known as Cowboys Road, and some other former and extant roads at or near
Grand Portage Bay, have physically disfigured or destroyed short segments of the portage while also impacting the trail’s setting
and feeling at those points (¢.g., Cockrell 1983:46-47).
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The elevation where the portage trail crosses old Highway 1 is about 518 feet above the level of Lake Superior. From that crossing
the portage climbs another 180 feet to the northwest to reach the crest of a ridge (Schwartz 1928:29). Where the portage hits the
1,300-foot contour atop that ridge, a half mile west of old Highway 1, is about the actual midpoint of the Grand Portage. That
summit was known to nineteenth-century travelers as the Abita, the Ojibwe word for half (Baraga 1966, I1:4) or, loosely, half way
(Winchell 1899:505), and might be called Abita Ridge. In any case, by following that crest on a westerly course, the trail skirts a
large valley on its north side. The valley edge is partly defined by a rocky precipice with a vertical drop of up to fifty feet or more.
At the head of the valley, about two miles west of old Highway 1, the portage tumns to the northwest for about one-half mile to
avoid swamplands on the south side. At the far end of that notable jog, about two miles east of the Pigeon River landing (Fort
Charlotte), the trail crosses what is today a wetland area (Beaver Pond Swamp) on a plank-walk built on the back of a beaver dam.
From there the trail runs almost directly west over level-to-rolling terrain (with some bedrock exposures) to the Pigeon River.

The landing at Pigeon River is 1,235 feet amsl or 633 feet above Lake Superior. Elevation is gained and lost in traversing the
portage, however, and estimates drawn from modem topographic maps suggest that the total change in elevation over the length of
the trail is actually over 1800 feet or almost three times the 633 feet noted for the portage termini alone. The gains and losses in
elevation are greatest on the east half of the trail indicating that most gradient on the portage occurs between Lake Superior and
the 1,300-foot contour of Abita Ridge. The maximum elevation on the portage, about 1,338 feet amsl (or 736 feet above the level
of Lake Superior), likely occurs on the flank of a rocky ridge east of the Beaver Pond Swamp (Phillips 2003:26).

On a different scale, the ascent from Lake Superior through the Grand Portage and up the Pigeon River to the height-of-land
separating the Laurentian and Hudsonian basins is the steepest part of the entire historic canoe route that once ran between
Montreal and Athabasca (Morse 1969:75-77; Birk 1998:6).

Today the Grand Portage trail appears as little more than a footpath cut through the forest. In places the tread of the trail is
underlain or strewn with rocks or interlaced with exposed tree roots. Many parts of the trail are poorly drained. The NPS has
installed bridged walkways and other improvements to overcome this latter problem. Though bridges and corduroy were also used
in the past (e.g., Winchell 1899:504; Woolworth 1993:47), some early fur traders, nonetheless, spoke of trudging through knee-
deep mud and clay when crossing the portage. It didn’t help that primary use of the trail occurred during the annual period of
greatest precipitation (the maximum rainfall typically occurring in June) (Grout et al. 1959:11). At the same time, the dense
northemn forests shaded the trail, keeping it wet, harboring flying insects, and stifling breezes—giving what one traveler described
as a “closeness of the air” (Thompson 1969:126).

Prior to the time the NWC made improvements to the trail, heavily outfitted canoe brigades could take up to ten days to move
from Lake Superior to the Pigeon River (Wallace 1934:41). During the heyday of the fur trade, with the NWC installed at Grand
Portage, the same carry might take from five to seven days (Gilman 1992:19). Some men loaded with packs or kegs weighing 180
pounds or more were able to make a round trip on the portage within six hours (Buck 1931:9). Because porters often moved at a
trot and took short rests en route, their actual progress was about as expedient as that of an unencumbered walker, who, under
optimal conditions and without rests, might cross the portage in 2.5 hours (Thompson 1969:77-78).

Early fur traders tried using horses and oxen on the portage but under normal conditions in warmer seasons of the year, the trail
was best suited for human porters (Burpee 1931:373-374; Thompson 1969:106; Gilman 1992:18). Animal-drawn carts or sleds
were more commonly used during the “off season” (other than summers) or during the nineteenth century, when traffic on the
portage was greatly reduced. Diminished forest cover along some parts of the portage in the 1800s opened extensive views of the
surrounding terrain and perhaps changed the surface environment of the trail (e.g., Winchell 1899:341, 502-503). In 1858, for
example, the trail was said to be dry and in good condition, making it passable for oxen teams (Hind in Dawson 1968).
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Lengthy carrying places like the Grand Portage were commonly divided into posés (pauses) where travelers might stop to rest, eat,
quench their thirst, secure their cargoes and canoes, camp, or engage in other activities. The interval between resting places was
called a “carry” and also a “posé.” The number of carries and stopping places on a portage are an index to its overall difficulty or
length. Research is now being conducted within the Grand Portage trail corridor to more closely define past systeins, practices,
and facilities used in portaging there, particularly during the height of the fur trade. The study approach builds on the assumption
that the intervals between resting points within the corridor varied with “pheric distance,” a measure of the time and energy
needed to cross the intervening space (Birk 1994a:370-371; Birk and Cooper 2001).

In the early 1790s the Grand Portage was said to have 16 traditional resting places (Gates 1965:96), which divided the trail into 17
carries. The number, placement, and function of the posés may have varied over time from the portage’s ancient origins through
the era of the fur trade to the early nineteenth century when the old NWC trail improvements were deteriorated and the trail
became choked with vegetation (e.g., Woolworth 1993:47-49). If all things were equal, the expected distance between each of the
16 posés on the trail might be about one-half mile. Given the vagaries of slope, drainage, and other conditions, however, it is more
likely that resting places were set at somewhat irregular intervals, perhaps closer together in areas of rugged, steep, or poorly
drained terrain. The association of posés with sources of potable water, like stream crossings, or features like trail junctures also
affected their spacing along the Grand Portage trail (¢.g., Thompson 1969:127; Woolworth and Woolworth 1982, I:21, 66-67, II:
No. 102; Gilman 1992:18; Birk 1994a:371).

In 1822 the American surveyor, Joseph Delafield, noted three stream crossings on the portage that he called First, Second, and
Third Rivers. The stream crossings were earlier bridged by the NWC, but by 1822 those structures had rotted away. Today, the
portage trail crosses four notable waterways, including three streams and a large swamp or pond (Beaver Pond Swamp). The three
streams in ascending order from Lake Superior are the lesser (northeast) fork of Grand Portage Creek and the south and north
forks of Poplar Creek. The south fork of Poplar Creek is longer and larger than the north fork of Poplar Creek. It drains extensive
marshlands and usually remains active even during dry periods. The flow of the north fork is intermittent. All three of the named
creek or “river” crossings are now in the area between Highway 61 and old Highway 1. New footbridges have been built over
each of these streams by the NPS.

Delafield’s First and Second Rivers are likely the northeast branch of Grand Portage Creek and the south fork of Poplar Creek.
His “Third River,” by virtue of being “next” in the sequence, must refer to either the north fork of Poplar Creek or the drainage of
Beaver Pond Swamp. If the north fork of Poplar Creek was dried up or deemed insignificant at the time of his midsummer visit,
then the latter interpretation would seem most viable. In any case, Delafield’s observations provide important clues about early
portage use. For example, he associated a grassy clearing at the crossing of the Second River (the south fork of Poplar Creek) with
a stopping place or posé of the early fur trade. The distance up portage from there to the north fork of Poplar Creek is short of
what might be considered a “standard” posé on the trail. The need for drinking water along the trail, however, suggests that the
north fork may also have been an alluring, if not mandatory stopping place, next in line up portage from the Second River. The
greater volume and quality of water at the south fork of Poplar Creek during most seasons of the year may have made that location
a more attractive and enduring camping spot.

Delafield’s men camped one night at another presumed posé at “a little mud hole called a spring.” The spring was somewhere
beyond Second River near where the trail entered an area of more level terrain. Such an area can only be west of old Highway 1 at
Abita Ridge. It cannot be to the east because the terrain between the forks of Poplar Creek is rolling or dissected and the trail
beyond the north fork of Poplar Creek ascends for a mile or so before surmounting Abita Ridge (Thompson 1969:127-128;
Woolworth and Woolworth 1982, I: 63; II: No. 102).

The NWC geographer David Thompson referenced other landinarks along the portage trail in addition to the stream crossings
(Thompson 1969:78; Thompson 1824). Traveling down portage in 1824 Thompson noted one of these, the “first Gallé,” within
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4,000-feet of the present shoreline of Lake Superior. He encountered the “first” gallé as he descended from the hills above Grand
Portage Bay, suggesting that other gallé might be located at lower elevations closer to the lake. In fur trade parlance, the term gallé
was sometimes used interchangeably with galet to denote a gravelly bank (Gates 1965:250n4; Birk 1989:35), a shingly beach, or a
boulder or flat-topped rock (Curot 1911:409n40; McDermott 1941:79-80). Though uncertain, gallé, as used by Thompson at
Grand Portage, might refer to relic beach ridges or erosional surfaces marking prior high water levels in the Superior Basin.
Indeed, the apparent elevation of the “first Gallé,” between about 820-860 feet amsl (David J. Cooper, GRPO Archeologist,
personal communication), appears to coincide with the Tofte stage of former lower Glacial Lake Algonquin (Grout et al. 1959:70-
71) or the Beaver Bay 3 and 4 levels (Phillips 1995: fig. 11).

A second landmark, the Parting Trees, was said by Thompson to be 5,880-feet (1,960 yards or 1.1 miles) northward or up portage
from the west gate of the NWC depot on Grand Portage Bay (Thompson 1969:78; Woolworth 1993:47). Though not further
identified, the Parting Trees, by Thompson’s measurement, must have been very close to the first gap—the first opening or
“parting” of the rocky ridges above the lake. While this may fit the name, there might be other explanations. As already noted, the
forests along the Grand Portage trail, as high as the first gap, were generally cutover by the time of Thompson’s surveys. Today,
just beyond the crossing of Highway 61, about one mile up portage from the NWC depot, the portage trail is straight and lies
perpendicular to the shore of Grand Portage Bay. At 1.1 miles, or at about the point where the intensive early timber harvesting
may have ended, the portage tumns slightly to the northwest and drops in elevation. It may have been about there that outbound
travelers got their last or “parting” glimpse of the big water before entering the closed forest environment beyond. The Parting
Trees may thus have been both a fixed location on the portage as well as a real and cognitive boundary where traders left thoughts
of Montreal and Lake Superior behind to focus instead on the trials and trails ahead. During the heyday of the fur trade, the
Parting Trees may have been an established posé. If so, it was likely the second customary resting place on the trail when traveling
up portage from the bay. In June 1823, for example, after Thompson’s party landed at the bay, his men carried the cargo and
canoe one mile up portage before camping for the night. A computer-generated profile of the portage corridor terrain shows that
the viewshed from the projected Parting Trees locus, with the vegetation removed, includes a clear panorama of Lake Superior.

Another landmark, known to David Thompson as “the Fountain,” is a natural spring possibly at or near the “little mud hole”
mentioned by Delafield beyond Second River. In 1798 Thompson placed the Fountain 7,140 yards (4 miles) u<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>