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TRAILS T B ··g t Angel l' il from the Sooth Rim of the Canyon 
a.t qua ters to t e Colorad . • "rer, a nee of a.p rood tely 
eight miles. Th ibe.b Tr il from th So th Ri of tl C n on at 
Yaki Po"n-c to the orth Ri of t Can on near the :orth Rim Headqu r-

es are, a a·stance of 20.6 les. The River Tail frOI!l its junction 
:rlth th Bright al T il at the Colo do Ri~ , its • nctian 

with the Kaibab T • 1, bout a. q rtor oi' a mile above the Suspension 
Bridge over the Co:o do Ri r, a dist nc of one and t e rters 
miles. 

D SCRI IO OF. T ILS: The B t t Rilll thru th 
Kai b For.nation on a de en g foll s along ad ove· slo s 
to the Coconino and Stone ti passes t a short t mnel 
of slid rock and se i a of ·tch bac s across a fans ped 
ta sl • Fr it follows slopes at t base the Coconino 
to e S i Sand Stone Fo tion, here it es ove 1 
an:l tal s to the lue L' Fornation. A e 'es backs 
t it the '91 e rden Creek .dch i Indian 

ns he ion 1 ng the southea t 
C to Fr hero it foll ~s 
ledges Cra , long the be or s to 
the Colora. o River. fith the exception f t' 
the t il aver £68 about 4 feet in width_. has 
one and seventeen and i ro eoted 
ma o y lla. T r 
aGe is taken ere r b _. or 
are two hort t nnels tl ol o oxima.tel 
lengt , one quo.rte of e ro:n th ; and t o-..it 

en 
le -

30 eet long, o e from th Rim. R oonstructlo s oom-
pleted in 19 1. 

Tne Trail leave.s the South mat • Point, l.nds down 
thru ni s 'tohbaoks in the • ibab F ation, a.ores looos nd 
thru ledg s to the to of th Su o tion at Ced r Ri '"8, fror.i. "oh 
place the t long the north and e11.st 1 of a ridge, to a 
sh rt 1msa bo L" ormation. Fro here it :nds d ~ 

tl u nineteen switch ste rom so id roe, to lopes• ·ch 

1. 



• 
e tend to th To~to Platfo , the South of the inner gorge of the 
Colorado R·ve. a e tha tr il dips do , t. rsillg side lls of solid 
roo. an slopes t t e Gr te nd Shist to the s ns.:.on B idge. 
The south ap roach to the B dge is thru a tunnel wh oh is one hundred 
a seven feet in length. 

he c_ ossin o ttle Rive is de via. t.1-ie 440-i'oot spe.n sus_ nsion 
bridge, ereoted in 1928 by fark Service forces. idth of tread is fiv 
feet and is an emulsif_e sp. lt s face. 

Fron the brid the trail follo~s aloll{; the nort~ of the Colo-
do fo a ro:d. tely one quarte of a mile to the e st ban.le of Br:ght 

1 C ee , which it follows .ror abo t t-.ro miles past t<m Ranch to 
the first o ossing o the str • One half a mile farther, the t il 
again o osses the st1- run to the ea--t side of t e boxed-in canyon, and 
.follows the rreande ings of' t e Creek fo about two one- · li' • 10s, 
benching i to cliffs and o•tt.:. across slides, making two mo si~s 
of t 1e cree b d before e100rgiog froTO the boxed-in canyon. F o 
thB trail is const oted over rolling ground for abo tone mile to 
Ri bon Falls ,.1ere it ag :.. orosse the ore nd foll s a.long the 
west ba. k fo a qua.rte o£ mile. Anot e o oss::ng is de here, and the 
t 1 len s the oreek'on the st and follows ova roll ng hills, past 
Cottomvood Camp to z nita Cree and the Union if'ic power house, 
ap rox· tel eight and one-half miles f'r .hrurto:n nch. T seventh 
e.nd la.st o_ ossi of t e ight el Creek is de at this point, and 
the t ail rises on a twer a.nd fourteen pe cent g de over roll-ng 

lo s o£ shale to the se of tho Blu L" e, following the gena 1 con­
to of the no,P1".ri,-..:.st slo of Roe.ring Sp ings C yon. rom this polnt, 
for the next one and one-half iles, e t il is nche in and 11' 
tu led t. solid rook ledges dth short sect·ons of itteen and eight-
een pe oent g • Ee the trail c osses to tho southeast side of 
th and s up thru save 1 ritohbacks t u ledge of the 
Su tion, at t e top of rhioh is a tuenty-i'oat el. A fe. 
hu feet a o e tle up portal of the nnel, t e tr ·1 
th yon and follo;~s the oonto a of the slopes of • ad te ial to 
the e of t'he Coco • no Sand Stone, A se • es or swi toh bo. s construc-
ted u bro·en d ledge of the sand sto , carries t et il to the 
top of the same. From her to the t ail is oon truoted over 
dirt slo s t! fir G on this t il from 
o e to t nty • cent pl ted i 1 28. 

Rive Trail leave the B 
e into the Color do River.. o 
t rro ular clif "- or d es 

s cliff f ap eet the 
s of the • t for the next 
half mil. Fro t j ti 1, the tr il 

in a e of the g d on 
r cent. Const c . ted in 1 36. 

tro. ls, ing th· t and om--
continuo inte e during 



t e tourist se son y to • ove er, and fo the entire yea on all 
b t the u r save miles of tr.a i b T il on t e orth Rim action. 
Until the a vent of the CCC orbanization in 1933, 11 ti!. maintainers 

e emplo· d as follom;: o eon section be e~ the So th Ri.l:l and 
I • an r:. r ens· one on the section between IruLan Ga de s and the Col 
rado River, on t ight -el T il; one o the section between the 
So h Rim and the Tip- f ( top of the South Rim of the inne::- gor e); 
and o a on the section bet; ieen the Ti end of' the 
Bright al Creek BoT., on he 'nibab seaso 1 intainers 

loy d or intain the tr il en the up e end of the 
Bright el C eek Box and the orth Rim. ince 1icll ti t' e e s 
em.plo ed but o full-time intainers; one loon.tad at Indian ~r ens 
on the B ight Angel T il and one t Yaki Point for the Kaibab Trail. 

ith the sta.blishllent of CCC cnm s here considerable trail n-
ten.ance is be· do the e ollees u e.,.. tl rship of the 
regula ma· ntai the 'orth Rim, the rt action of the 
Kaibab Trail, • o the Power House, the ng 
season--· t been ragu y 7 db thee ol-
lees. rge s snow r l, e e slide and 
clean-up af'te is handle CCC 

rA.I iTEI E I OLVED: The !1d B ig t .. ngel t ls each carry an aver-
age ann al traf c co 18,000, or 50 pe day. This,. of co se, 

a conoentrnted ea volwne oft ic d r· g the tourist se son 
o l wen of the trail tre d. not er cont ibuto factor to 

destr·ction are the torrent·a1 rains during July nd ust, wh"oh 
ca se i,rosion of the lo s, with incidental slides, washing of the 
loose t 1 tea, leavin bare the lod

0
e or bench on ioh the t il 

s con ted. reez g an tha • • also c se h (;8 sections of th 
cliffs above the t .. il to drop and roll, car. ing a cumul ted debris in 
the·r d t across the tr il, d stroy·ng t e tread nd outs·de 

l. T s ~ o s also cot ibute to necessa ma nt nance b 
t ing s cu st us· ·toh backs, dislodging ro s nd causing slides 
to drift into the tro.il. 

DUTIES OF I A nta.i e is reguir d to 
and one-half an subject to c 11 fo 
all tims. ist sea on, he is cont· over 
h. • 0 • ide , • • pa. r" ces in the 
t roe ~ ~ he 
c ot re rocks, 
replacing rom s • it i 

i e er· 1 n box s 

DRA GE: Adequate d 
in ide ditc 'E 

·thout exce 
Di er ion of 
made at • te 

ide ditc b orucs 
1 free run-off 

is of tal nc 
e ors ficient t 

.:.n on the tr d 
across th trail b 

suf icic t •• c:o e t 

intain·n.; at ail· 
fr no 1 run-off, 

an oft ad. 
s should be 

and exc osive 



erosion. T fr quency of th dete d 
tis par is to la of t trail, and loc l concl'tio • The practice i 

c rom ·te to a terbree.k not r rtl.er than or..e hundred ee on gr 
t nt· cent, e: on li .t es, not to e·c 250 feet. ~ra·n­

d never car ied a eat switch baoks at the u. rend 
around. 

: Equi nt used b.,. th maintai e consists of a :mule· ?tCk and 
riding saddle• halter and br:dle; sad l pads; s ovals; pioks; b rs; 

short dril teel; rakes and dirt boxes. 
to used. ·te o larg boulder, too 

under 
jor 

probl 

t e 

s , on poss·blc, b 11 a."ter-
pl steri hod ohatte s 

i e trail it n 
sect· o of the t . 

nded ereto in or er 
character of the ter 

oted, the 

a better 
in er hie the 

and ai.intena. ce 

Res ct lly submitted, 

(~ ~/J ,<,.~ , 

C. • Carrel, 
F fi:ngin er. 

• 



Looking north through the Sus nsion Bridge a rose the 
Colo do River on the Kaibab T ail. 



Section t o-h the Bright A.>1gel Creek Box on the •• ib Trail. 



Along the orth Rim Section of the Ka.ibab Trail n the 
top of the Blue Lime Fo tion. 



Reco struoting a t bre on the Ka.ibab Trail. 



Series of switch backs and ledges just above Pi 
on the Bright Angel Trail. 

C ek 

seGtiao ot the Bright Angel T il elow- Indian Gardens. 
ote ter break in ro eground. 



• toh baoks a.b Creek on the Bri ht A el Trail. 

A sec-tion of the Bright An el Trail below Indian r ell3, 
ne r to. of ·te ck.s above pe Creek. 



A short seotion of the Bright el T il near I ian Gar ens. 

emoviog an expo ed sur ca rock f om the t 11 t o 
the Br·gh -el rail. 



~ in 
t e 

iner re ·r1ng d ged 
ri ht Ange 1 Creek "Box • 

ll on the ibab Trail in 

~~tai r le nin out in "de ditch. 
of tr.e Ka.ibab rail. 

orth Ri section 



Section of the Bright Angel T 
above Pi Cr ek. 

1 across oli f faces 

Looki g into the so th portal of the tunnel 
the u ension Brid on he Ka.ibab Trail 

roach to 


