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Facilities, Services, and Programs

Grand Canyon National 
Park is made up of the 
South Rim, which attracts 
most visitors, the North 
Rim, which draws about 
10 percent of the park's 
visitors, and the Canyon 
itself. Though the rims 
are only 10 miles apart as 
the crow  flies, by road 
more than 215 m iles sep-
arate them.

The South Rim is open 
all year; the North Rim is 
usually open m id-May to 
mid-November, depend-
ing on the weather.
The Guide  is a free  park 
newspaper that gives in-
formation on all aspects 
o f visiting Grand Canyon 
National Park: p ick up a 
copy at the v isitor center, 
Tusayan Museum, or 
Yavapai Museum. A sep-
arate edition is produced 
fo r the North Rim.

Grand Canyon National 
Park is a U.S. fee area 
w ith charges for entering 
and camping.

View from  Mather Point,
South Rim
Photo by Gary Ladd

F o r an  E n jo y a b le  V is it
We advise you to  make 
reservations as far in ad-
vance as possible fo r any 
activ ity you plan to pur-
sue while v is iting the 
Grand Canyon. Mule 
rides, backcountry hikes, 
river trips, lodging, and 
camping fac ilities are 
booked months in 
advance. If you do not 
have reservations, you 
should secure a room or 
campsite as soon as you 
arrive.

P a rk  P ro g ra m s  Nature 
walks, hikes along the 
rim, talks about geology, 
the prehistoric peoples, 
cam pfire programs, and 
nature talks fo r children 
are just some of the pro-
grams available fo r visi-
tors on both rims. On the 
South Rim check The 
G uide  (South Rim 
edition), or call 602- 
638-9304. On the North 
Rim check The Guide  
(N orth Rim edition), or 
check at the Grand 
Lodge.

H a n d ic a p  A c c e s s
A lthough the Wes Rim 
Drive on the South Rim 
is closed to  private vehi-
cles during the summer, 
it is open to the m obility 
impaired. Ask for <i per-
m it at the v is itor center. 
Wheelchairs are a"ailable 
for tem porary use at the 
v is itor center and the 
Yavapai Museum on the 
South Rim and at Grand 
Lodge on the Norl h Rim. 
Mather cam pground has 
handicap accessible rest-
rooms. Many park pro-
grams are accessible for 
the handicapped; check 
at the vis itor cen ter for 
details. Few N o rtf Rim 
tra ils are accessible to 
wheelchairs.

P a rk in g  on the South 
Rim is d ifficu lt to  find in 
the busy summer months. 
Park your veh ic le in one 
of the large p a rk irg  lots 
and take the free  shuttle.

S h u tt le  B us  Twc free 
shuttle bus routes oper-
ate on the South F im dur-
ing the summer months. 
One route runs th ough 
the village and the other 
operates on Wes! Rim 
Drive. Check The Guide 
for route maps, sched-
ules, and stops.

Somehow Grand does not tell how 
truly incomprehensible this canyon 
is. Most people use such words as 
marvelous,’’ stupendous,” or 
‘fantastic,’ but no word is really ade-
quate to describe this amazing crea-
tion of nature. The scene continually 
changes as light plays off the rocks 
and clouds, creating shadows and 
contrasts. The world seems larger 
here with sunrises, sunsets, and 
storms taking on an added dimen-
sion to match the landscape. The 
permutations are unceasing, and 
the moods are without end. This 
is a land to humble the soul.

Food Most o f the lodges 
have food services. G ro-
ceries are available at the 
General S tore on the 
South Rim, at the Camper 
Store on the N orth Rim, 
and at Babbitt s S tore at 
Desert View.

Lodging Lodging on 
both rim s fills  early every 
day. A ll lodg ing w ithin 
the park on the South 
Rim and in  the bottom of 
the Canyon at Phantom 
Ranch is provided by 
Grand Canyon National 
Park Lodges. For reserva-
tions call 602-638-2401, 
or w rite  to Grand Canyon 
National Park Lodges, 
Box 699, Grand Canyon, 
AZ 86023. Phantom 
Ranch is accessible only 
by foot, raft, or mule.
For North Rim lodging 
reservations, call 
602-586-7686. or write 
to TW Recreational 
Services, Inc., Box 400, 
Cedar City, UT 84720. 
Lodging is available out-
side the park; consult The 
Guide or local chambers 
of commerce.

C am ping All camping is 
lim ited to established 
campgrounds. Staying 
overn igh t at overlooks 
and parking lots is not 
allowed. Reservations for 
Mather cam pground on 
the South Rim are re-
quired all year. Contact 
a T icketron ou tle t or 
w rite: T icketron Reserva-
tion O ffice , Dept. R., 401 
Hackensack Avenue. 
Hackensack, NJ 07601. 
The cam pground has no 
hookups; but showers, a 
laundry, and a dump 
station are nearby. Trailer 
Village on the South Rim 
is operated by Grand 
Canyon National Park 
Lodges; hookups are 
available. Call 602- 
638-2401 fo r reserva-
tions. Desert View camp-
ground, 25 m iles east of 
Grand Canyon Village, is 
open on ly  during the 
sum mer and sites are 
available first-com e, first- 
served; no hookups. 
There is on ly  one 
National Park Service 
campground on the North 
Rim. For reservations 
con tact T icketron at the 
address above. O ther 
nearby campgrounds are 
listed in  The Guide.

B ackpacking  If you
hike in to  the Canyon and 
stay o ve rn ig h t} ou w ill 
need a free, backcountry 
perm it. Reservations are 
needed fo r popular areas. 
A waiting lis t is main-
tained fo r permits 
that becom e available 
through cancel ations. 
W rite to the Backcountry 
Reservations Office, P.O. 
Box 129, Granc Canyon, 
AZ 86023, for perm it res-
ervation information or 
call 602-638-24 74. Day 
hikes or a stay 1 1 Phan-
tom Ranch Lod je  do not 
requ ire  a perm it. Make 
sure that you a  rry and  
drink at least two quarts 
of water per pei son per 
day. Wear a hat and re -
member that it usually 
takes tw ice  as lung to 
hike ou t as to hike in. 
Concession guide ser-
vices and equip ment 
rental are avail; ble; call 
602-526-0924

M ule Trip s  M i le  trips 
from the South Rim are 
booked up to a /ear in 
advance. For inform ation 
about one- and two-day 
mule trips into tl te Canyon 
check at the Br ght Angel 
Transportation )e s k o r 
ca ll60 2 -6 38 -2 401 .lt is 
often easier to  £ et a mule 
trip  from  the Nc rth Rim 
on short notice. Check at 
the Grand Lodge o r call 
602-638-2292.

O th er S erv ices Many 
other services are avail-
able on the South Rim. 
Fewer services are 
o ffered at Desert View 
and on the North Rim, 
but all have gas stations 
and groceries during the 
summer.

C lim ate  The elevation 
on the South Rim aver-
ages 7,000 feet above 
sea level. In the summer 
tem peratures range from 
the 80°s F to the 50°s F 
and in the w in ter from 
the 30°s F to below 0°F. 
The elevation of the 
North Rim averages 
8.000 feet above sea 
level. Temperatures are 
about 10°F coo le r than 
on the South Rim. After-
noon rain showers are 
common on both rims in 
summer. Heavy snowfall 
in  the w in ter closes the 
North Rim and also usu-
ally blankets the South 
Rim. Inner canyon tem-
peratures average 30°F 
warm er than the South 
Rim. For weather condi-
tions at the Canyon, call 
602-638-2245.
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R egulations and
S a fe ty  Grand Canyon is 
a National Park and as 
such is managed as a nat-
ural area. To prevent ac-
cidents. stay on the trails 
and stay away from  c liff 
edges. Get away from the 
rims during lightn ing 
storms. Pets must be 
leashed at all tim es and 
are not perm itted on any 
tra ils below the rims. All 
vehicles, including moun-
tain bikes, are restricted 
to  maintained roads only. 
Do not hike in to  the Can-
yon w ithout suffic ient wa-
ter, food, sun protection, 
and adequate cloth ing 
and footwear. Consult the 
Grand Canyon Back- 
country O ffice fo r hiking 
precautions. Visitors have 
been kicked, b itten, and 
chased while try ing  to 
feed w ildlife. It is illegal 
to  feed deer, squirrels, or 
any o ther w ild  animals in 
the park.

Grand Canyon National 
Park, one of m ore than 
350 areas representing 
im portant examples of 
America s natural and 
cu ltu ra l inheritance, is 
adm inistered by the 
National Park Service, 
U.S. Department o f the 
Interior. The superinten-
dent s address is P O.
Box 129. Grand Canyon, 
AZ 86023.
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Use caution near 
the edge; foo ting  can 
be dangerous.

B itte  n icht zu dicht 
an den Rand 
tre ten wegen 
Abrutschgefahr!

A ttention en vous 
approchant du bord. 
Danger de perde 
pied.
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