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LEHMAN CAVES 
By Orto T. W Niclson 

An equine, porforivd.iv: the laborious task of .dragging wood.down a 
liillsido, floundoro'l as his foot broke through the lino3tono. Mr. Loh-
i'inn, the or/nor, 'ntorootod primarily in extricating the animal, nt first 
thought littlo of tho incident oxcopt for tho r/olfnre of tho horoo. Lator 
through curiosity, he onlnrgcd tho, 'opening rrnlo by tho horso's foot,'and 
thus a fairy lam1, of intricate boauty bocorio accosaible - Lehioan Caves. 

That was half u century arte. Ro&us v/ero nere trails and wagon tracks, 
rumple in'isolated places trnvoled with difficulty, hanpered with incon­
veniences. Today tho conditions aro different. Splendid highways roach 
In all diroctiona and modern transportation rodeos it possible to reach 
tho onco remote rogions'. •' Lehman Cavos can bo reachod on good graveled 
roads six mil03 wost of Baker, Movada. Bakor is. on ,the highway between 
Milford, Utah, and Ely, Nuvnda. Also the highway between Delta, Utah, and 
Ely is about fivo milo3 fron tho Oaves. A vory short,distance from the. 
ontrance to tho Cr:ve3 aro- quaintly" soquosterod among the junipers and 
pinons several cabins and a lodge. A system of cool puro water for 
culinary purpo3oa iias boon installed. The cool broozos which waft fron 
tho adjacent lit. Wheeler (over 13,003 foot) in tho evening and during 
the early night aro conducive to tho best of sloep wliether one is in the 
campgrounds or in the- cabins. 

Out of .a mbuntaiii of limestone, a naturegs agent, water^ has per­
formed its imrvolous workv It has eaten its way. through crevicesi and 
fissures,, cqryod out spacious chambers,, mado hallways and corridors, Cre­
ated chasms and gorges, and alluringly adorned thorn all with myriads of 
fantastic stalactites' and atnln/T.iito3. It has de.ftly end v/ith infinite 
slowness produced NJI enchanting labyrinth of exquisite beauty, cham, and 
bewilderment,. Such is Lohnan Chves. 

A trip throuijh tho Cavos is on' experience, most 3tinulating. Thore 
is variety enough to gratify all, ro/gardloss of their walks in life. The 
dreamer can bo stimulated to realms' of joy; tho technically trained will 
bo awed by tho symmetry end exactness.; tho philosopher will havo ample 
opportunity to de-duct; the-artist will hnvo reason to soo beauty and form; 
tho musician might perhaps seo it M a completo symphony; and to all a 
journey through it will leave a mo3t pleasant memory. The chambers con­
tain representations of many of tho. famous and tho glorified. Thero are 
depicted objects pertaining to nueiCk art, drama, and nature, as well as 
statues in likeness, pillars of ronown, obolisks, minarets, spirea, gar­
goyles, pipe organs, and many of the things in life - formed in un­
believable vorioinilitudo. Tho Cavos abound in crystaline splondor but 

http://porforivd.iv


- 4 2 -

tho fomat i cna are preponderantly incrua ta tod with l i n o . Hewovor, thore 
nro oxpoaod surfacos of v n r i - t i n t o d c r y n t a l l i z a t i o n s - opequo, t r a n n -
lucon t , and p o l l u c i d . Lnyaru of onyx r e s t i n g on marble mnko tho Cavoe 
noro i n t o r o s t i n ; . Horo you sou n a t u r e ' s work - agoe in tho nuking and 
o k i l l f u l l y v/rought. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to s c r u t i n i z o and spoctaculnr to 
gaze upon. 

Tr ips through tho Cavoa can bo mdo without oxporioncing any par ­
t i c u l a r d i f f i c u l t y or inconvonionco. Tho t r a i l s havo boon sanded and 
places whoro crawling or excessive a t rop ine was noco3sary havd beon 
o l in inn tod by exaav-ntlon and splanded t r a i l bui ld ing* Cuanbors which 
h i t h e r t o had boon inaccess ib le aro now opened and can be reached with 
ccnsldornblo ea se . In n i l i t i s a most ploasant t r i p on t r a i l s wliich 
aro dry , witli no oxcosulvo ozor t lo : : . 

A low of the a t t r a c t i o n s soon during an hour o r two spont in tho 
Coves a rc nontionoc wi th ' tho i n t en t . t ha t tin i n t e r e s t nay bo croqjtcd and 
not with tho idea Musi a graphic p i c tu re of than can be por t rayed . Words 
ore inadoquato t-: convoy a mental picture- of tho dos igns , fo re s , and 
bonuty of tho formations throughout tho cavos - t h e i r Gossamer finonoss 
and shoor d e l i c a c y . 

Tiiero i s for ins tanco tho "Fairy Rosobu3h" - a s t a l a g m i t e , r o a l i s t i c 
in form and l i f o l i k o in contour, with tho sword of Damocles suspended 
from above and numerous pondont3 about i t s t r e t c h i n g down with noedlo-
l i k a po in t s - wai t ing , perhaps, for tho day whan thoy niGht touch c l u s t e r s 
below so i n d i c a t i v e of b lo3sons . Tho "Washington Column", a massive 
ncnunont of ghast ly white and n i l l i o n s of yoars in tho making, supports 
tho denod c e i l i n g and s tands in majest ic g rea tness very much in keeping 
with i t s namesake. Tkero i s tho "Gothic Pa l ace" , a g rea t profusion of 
forr.ir.tioiio. Hundreds of layered s t a l agmi t e s of varying s izos reach up 
and con t inua l ly o t r ivo for supremacy in beauty aga ins t t h o i r mates above 
t h o n . 

Tho "Suspended Pyth-n" , tho "Chandelier" , tho "Queen's Canopy", so 
e l abo ra t e with t a s s e l s arid what-not , s i l e n t l y beckon the passerby t o 
pause f o r . a t l e a s t n moment «oid admire them in t h e i r na tu ra lness and 
roa l i s t i j c forms. I t i s a t h r i l l to see the "Bridge Lamp"-- a lamp r a t h e r 
lo r^o yet boout i fu l ly and .e laborate ly wrought. Tho "Coral Reefs" , 
"Prof i le , of Lincoln" , "Socra tos" , "Suiita Claus" , and the columns for 
the threQt martyred pros idents draw an exclamation of s u r p r i s o . A most 
intorostfnijr 'alcovo harbors tho "Natural A l t a r " where a couple was mar r ied . 
Tuere i3 a ^ L i t t l o Church Around the Corner" - minaturo and decidely 
a l l u r i n g . The k iddies love t c l o i t e r about the b i r thday cake and marvel 
a t tho l aye r s and count the candles on the top as high again as t h o i r 
h e a d s . 

A surpr i so is in 3toro whon ono roachos tho *4Iusic Ha l l " . A g igan­
t i c pipe organ r i b s ono wa l l . The guide taps the tonoring pipes - ho 
plays u t u n e . Sometimes the t o u r i s t s s ing whilo ho accompanies thorn on 
tho organ. No loss wondorful aro th.6 "Chinos" - r e a l i s t i c and ik>lrdiono. 
And t h i s fron rock. "Tho Lonesome Pino" , l i f e - l i k e in form spreads i t s 
branches an profusion and canopies tho t r a i L bolow i t . "Indian Ton Tons" 
ocho woirdly about tho cavorns . 
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ln a uniquo s o t t i n g thu " L i t t l e Thoc.tru" \rith ac toro [3aloro ond 
scenery in dolico.cy, c ap t iva t e s ones a t t e n t i o n beyond words. T;io nodorn-
i ' s t ic "Totoi.i Polo" , n "S-iurk's F in" , tho "Indian Elephant" , and Y/cshine-
t o n ' s V/ritirv, Deok" cont r ibu te f ree ly to un otherwise 'h i . jh ly adorned 
roo;.;. Tho "Palu" i s ' olrx>st b r e p l i c a , while tho "Taotchod Cuttu^o" r e ­
poses below a hu/:o wa te r fa l l with a sky of boau t i fu l l y t i n t e d - t a s s e l s 
abovo i t . Tiio "Luco P o r t i o r s " wit.'; drnpo3 on o i t ho r s ide ,-praco nn a r c h ­
way. Tho "Elephant '3 Ear" i s a shoot of trun3lucor.t r e d . Tho "Side 
Saddle" , tho "P i l l a f of P t o p b i i " , tho " S o a l l k u d " , "Old'Fashioned Boo 
Hivoa", ar.d tho "Vo.'.otablo Gordon" are obvious and nood ho ir.ia,';inative 
e f f o r t . 

The "Convention' H a l l " (so cnl lod because- 'var ious 'organizat ions havo 
held t h o i r LTOutir. ;a in i t ) iu indeo'd spac ious , yet i t contnlno tho for ­
mations of beauty.so c h c r a c t o r i s t i c of the Caves, such 03 the "Fuiry Harp", 
tho "Enr.lo", tho "Chinese s ' r i t inr ,^, "Aden and Evo", numerous ina,-;os and 
plaquo walla, of dol iquto dosim.. Tho "Sl ico of Bacon", "Navajo Blanket" , 
"Dovi'l 's Bathtub", "Budduh", "Chinoso Pagoda" and "Panarja Canal" are most 
intoroa'tin.': in" t h o i r uncanny r e a l i t y . 

Tiwro i3 va r i e ty a t every turn and su rp r i s e s enough for a l l a,~es. 
Tho " In sc r ip t i on Cha-bor." has i t s "Razod Ci ty" , tho "DOG Show", "Popcorn 
F i l e " , and u "Shndowoil Cowboy"'portjrhyod within an opaque wide r ibbon 
of c o l c i t o . The "Cypress Swamp" with l't's a l l i g a t o r soeris r o a l . "Danie l ' s 
Liqr. Dun", "Ansel ' s V7in7,", "Cautles on tho Rhine", "Fountain of Youth" 
aro a few mora outs tanding s i g h t s . I t i's hopeless to enumerate a l l . 

And thus on leaving the Caves, i t scans tha t ono has experienced a 
t r i p in to 0, d i f fe ren t world - a fa i ryland 6f beauty where cares and mun­
dane worries of l i f o aro excluded. 
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