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LEAMAN  CAVES
By Otto T. W Nielson

A equino, porfeorrdiy: tho laburious task of dragfing wood,dovn a
hillside, floundoro! as his foct broke throush the lirmestone. Mr. Loh=-
nan, the ownor, ‘utorestod prinnrily in extricating the cninal, at first
thouzht 1ittle of tho incidont oxcopt for tho wolfare of the horse. Lator
throush curiosity, he enlarced the  openinsz rmde by the horse's foot, ‘and
thus a fairylnnﬂ cf intricato beauty becaze accessible -~ Lehian Cuves.

That was half a century arco. Roeds wereo nere trails and waszon tracks.
Peorle in'isolated places traveled with difficulty, hanpered with incon-
venience Toiay tho conditions arec differout. Splendid highways reoch
in all-qa *roctiona ind fodern transportation rakes it possible to reach
the once remote regiong. ! Leh.m: Caves can be reached on good graveled
roads six niles wost of Beker, Nevada. Baker is on the highway between
Milford, Utah, and Ely, Nevada. Also the highway between Delta, Utah, and
Ely is ubcx.u;, fivu niles from the Oaves. A very short distance from the
cntrance to the Caves are quaintly sequostered amons the junipers and
pinons- seyeral cabins and a ledje. A systai of cool pure water for
culindry puwrposos ims bedn installed. The cool breezos which waft fronm
the adjacent M. Wheeler (over 13,000 feet) in tho evening and during
the early nisht are conducive to the best of sloep whether ome is in the
canpgrounds or irn the -cabins.

Out of .n nmpuntain of lirestone, 4 nature’s azent, water, has per-
foried-its mrvolous work. It has ecton its way. f. lircugh - crevices- and
fissures,. carvot. out - spacious clm.xbers, nado hallw:n/s and corridors, cre-
ated chesms ard 30 nes, and allurin. 1y adorned theri all with myriads of
fantastic stalactités and stnlumites. It haos deftly and with inflmte
slowness producu& L - erchanting labyrinth of quuisita beauty, charm, and
bewilderment. - Sueh-is Lohman Caves.

A trip through the Caves is anexperierce riost stimulating. There
is variety enoush tou grotify all, rcr,ardloss of their walks-in life. The
drearer can be stirmlated to realns‘of joy; the techniczlly trained will
be awed by the syrmetry and oxactncss; the philosopher will have ample
opportunity to deduect; the-artist 71111 havo reascn to see beauty and form;
the rmsician ni. ht perhaps see it cs a conplete symphony; and to all a
Journey throuch it will lecave a rnost pleasant ienory. The chambers con-
tain representations of rny of the famous anl tho 3lorified. Therc are
depicted cbjects pertainin; to rmsié, art, drwmaa, and nature, as well as
statucs irn likeness, pillars of renown, obolisks, ninarets, spires, gar-
goyles, pipe organs, and many of the things in life - formed in un-
bblievable vorisinilitude. Tho Ceves abound in crystaline spleondor but
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the fornaticns are prepondorantly incrustated with lime. Hcwever, there
are oxposed surfaces of vari-tintod crystallizations - operque, trans-
lucont, and.pollucicd. . Luyers of onyx resting on imrble rnko the Caves
rioro 1'1torost1n « Hore you sou nature's work - ases in tho mking and
okillfully wrou.,ht. It is intorestin” to scrutinize and spoctacular to
3026 upon. ‘

Trips throu;h the Caves can be 113do without exporioneing any par-
ticular difficulty or inconvenionce. The trails havo been sanded and
places vhoro crnvliu, or excassive stooping was necoessary havé beon
elininated by exor.wntion and sylonded trail dbuilding. Clunbers which
hithorte had boon ixmccoasiblo arc uow opened and can be reached with
censiderablo caso. Ia all it io a nost ploasent trip on trails which
aro dry, with no oxcesusivo ozertio:.

L fow of the 1ttmctiona soen during an hour or two spent in the
Caves urc rontioned vith tbn intent that oan interest nay be cregqted and
not with the idea thnﬁ a “sraphic picture of them can be portrayed. Words
are inadequate t: convey a nental picturo of the dosigns, forms, and
boauty of the formations thrcughout the cavos = their gossaner finonose
and shoor dolict\cy.

There is for instance the "Fairy Rouscbush" - a stalapgmite, realistic
in form and lifelike in contour, with the sword of Dauocles suspended
froia above end nurerous pendants about it stretchinz down with noedle-
like-points - waiting, perhaps, for the day when they night touch clusters
below so indicative of blossoms. Tbho "Washinzton Colunn", a rassive
monument of shastly white and millicons of yeaArs in thé making, supports
the domod ceilin: 2nd stands in majestic reatress very nuch in kceping
with its nanmesake. Tuero is the "Gothic Palace", a great profusion of
formintions. Hundreds of layered stalarmites of varying sizos reach up
and continually strive for suprouacy in dbeauty against their nates above
thono

Tho "Suspended Pyth:cn", tho "Chandelier", the "Queen's Canopy", so
claborafe with tassels an’ what-mt, silently beckon the passerby to
pause for.at least a nomont end adnire them in their naturalness and
roalistﬂc forms. It is a thrill to see the "Bridce Lonp"-- a lanp rather
large yct boautifully and.eleboratcly wrought. The "Coral Reefa”,
"Pro’tilq of Linccln", "Socrates", "Sauta Claus", aud the columns tor
the thr artyred prosiderta druw an exclarmtion of surprise. A most
intorestin alcovo Harbors the "Natural Altar" whicre a couple was married.
Tuere is a "Little Church Around the Cirner" - minature and decidely
alluring;. The kiddies love -tc loiter about the birthday cale and mmrvel
at the layers and count the candles on the top as high again as their
heads.

A surprise is in store whoen ore roaches the ™usic Hzll"., A gisan-
tic pipe orzan ribs one wall. The ~uide taps the toworins pipes - he
plays a tune. Sonctiies the tourists sing while ho acconpenies ther on
the organ. No less wonderful are the "Cuirios" - realistic and {wlcdiomo.
Aci this fron rock. "The Lonesone Pino", life-like in form sproads its
branches in profusicn and .canopies the trail bolow it. "Indian Tom Toms"™
echo woirdiy about- the cavorns.
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In a unique settins the "Littlo Theetroe" with actors galore ond
scenery in :lolicncy, cajptivates oncs cttention beyond words. Tae rodern-
istic "Tuten Pole", a "Shwrk's Fia", tho "Indiuin Elophant", and Wushing-
ton's \Vriting Den‘c" contribute frecly to un otheruise®hizhly adorned
rocii. The "Palu" is alrost & replica, whilk the "Taatched Cuttarne” re=
poses below a huise waterfall with a sky of beautifully tinted- tassels
above it. Tie "Laco Portiora™ witn drapes on oithor side q;race nn arche
way. Tho "Elopuant's Ear" i§ a shoot of trunslucent rel. The “Side
Saddle", the "Pillmx of Panpoii", tho "Seal lewd®, "01’“Fushioned Beo
Hives", and the "Ve;otablo Garden" are bbvidus nnd need no iraxinative
effort.

The "Coenvontion' Hull" (sb eanlled bgcu\me varibus’ or,;anizations have
held their meotin-a iu it) is indeet nmc‘ioun yet it contains the for-
nations. of beauty, ao chuructoristic of the Cavu, such as the "Fuiry Harp",
the "Easle", the "Chinose Hritini" » "Adan end’ fvo", nunmerous irwses and
,plaquo walls, of tlol:lquto dosi Jie '1"\0 "s lico of Bacon", "Wavajo Blanket",
"Dovil's’ Bathtub" "Buldah", "Gninooe Pa"oda" and "Pannr.n Canal" are most
interostins in' thoir uncanny reality.

Tiore is variety at evary turn and surprises enougit for all anes.
The "I..scri’:tiop Chacber" hns its "Razed City", tho "Doz Show", "Popcorn
File", mxrl a "Shadowed Cowboy" port ybd within an opaque wide ribbon
of calecite. 'I‘hb "Cypress Swanp" with i'ts alligator soens real. "Daniel'
L.ior. Dun", "An.jel'a Winz", "Castles on ‘the' Ruine", "Fountain of Youth"
are a few mpre vutstandinz sishts. It i's hopeless to enumerate all.

And thys on leavin; the Caves, it 'scers that ono has experienced a
trip into a different world - a fairyland “f beauty where cares and run-
dane worries of 1ifo dro excluded.
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